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CHAPTER    XIII. 


FROM  THE   DEATH  OF  LORD  BELLEMOST,  MARCH  1101,  TO  THE 
CLOSE  OF  QUEEN  ANNE'S  WAR,  APRIL   1713. 

Although  the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Eellemont  occurred  chap 
at  a  fortunate  moment  for  Ehode  Island,  we  shall  soon  see    ^^^^^ 
that  it  did  not  restore  peace  to  the  colony.     His  successor  ^ToiT 
pursued  tho  same  line  of  policy  with  even  gi-eater  pertina-  Marcl' 
city  hut  with  less  ability,  and  met  with  a  defeat  the  more 
humiliating  as  his   measures  were  more  personal    and 
direct.     A  special  session  of  the  General  Assembly  was     gg 
held  shortly  after  this  event,  to  lay  a  tax  of  four  hundred 
pounds  for  the  public  service.     The  apportionment  indi- 
cates that  Providence  had  recovered  its  relative  prosperity, 
lost  duiing  Philip's  war.     The  duties  which  in  our  day 
are  performed  by  the  State  Auditor,  were  formerly  assign- 
ed to  committees,  the  members  of  which  were  usually  se- 
lected, one  from  each  town,  by  the  Assembly.      This 
"  general  audit,"  as  it  was  termed,  was  appointed  aa  often 
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CHAP,   as  the  accounts  of  the  colony  required  examuiatioii,  or  a 

^'^-    new  tax  was  to  he  laid. 

-^^Q-^  The  right  of  the  Assembly  to  expel  any  of  its  mem- 

bers, was  never  exercised  except  in  extreme  eases.  At 
this  session,  an  assistant  who  had  illegally  united  a  couple 
in  marriage,  through  misapprehension  of  his  power  to  per- 
form that  ceremony,  refusing  to  admit  his  error,  was  sus- 
pended from  office  until  the  next  election. 

April  Soon  after  the  Assembly  rose,  Gov.  Cranston  wrote 

^S-  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  and,  by  their  order,  sent  a  full 
statement  of  the  modes  of  proceeding  in  the  various 
Courts  of  Ehode  Island.  Thia  paper  gives  a  clear  view 
of  the  structure  of  the  Courts,  and  of  the  legal  forma  in 
use  at  that  day  in  the  colony.' 

An  act  which  would  have  proved  fatal  to  the  liberties 
of  Ehode  Island  and  Couueeticut,  had  it  passed,  was  now 
prepared  in  pai'Hament  by  the  enemies  of  these  charter 
Governments,  chief  of  whom  was  Col.  Joseph  Dudley, 
Governor  of  Maaaaehusetts.  This  man  had  been  Govern- 
or of  Massachusetts  prior  to  the  accession  of  Sir  Edmund 
Andros,  by  whom  he  was  made  Chief  Justice  of  New 
England.  After  the  fall  of  Andros,  he  attempted  to  re- 
gain his  former  position  with  the  intention  of  including 
all  Hew  England,  but  was  forestalled  by  Bellemont.  The 
new  act  proposed  a  direct  reunion  to  the  crown  of  all  the 
American  Governments,  whether  chartered,  proprietary, 
or  provincial,  including  the  Bahama  lalands.  Its  intend- 
ed effect  was  to  erect  a  great  vice-royalty  in  America, 
more  comprehensive  than  the  government  of  Andros  had 
been,  while  the  local  affairs  of  each  Government  were  to 
be  administered  by  its  own  Colonial  Assembly.  The 
irregularities  in  respect  to  trade  and  piracy,  with  the  con- 
sequent injury  to  the  revenue  of  the  kingdom,  were  the 
reasons  assigned  for  the  movement.  The  bill  was  prepar- 
ed near  the  close  of  the  reign  of  William  III.     It  was 

'  Original  in  Br.  S.  P.  0.  Propcietiea,  vol.  6. 
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stoutly  opposed  by  Sir  Henry  Ashurst,  agent  of  Oonnec-  chap. 
tieut,  who  obtained  a  hearing  at  the  bar  of  the  Ilonse  of     ^^^^■ 
Commons  against  it.     So  cogent  were  the  arguments  of  l7oi. 
its  opponents,  and  so  successful  the  efforts  of  the  friends    ^^^ 
of  the  colonists,  that  when  the  bill  was  afterward  brought 
up  early  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  it  was  defeated,  and 
this  scheme,  begotten  by  the  ability  of  Bellemont  and  the 
ambition  of  Dudley,  fell  to  the  ground.' 

At  the  general  election.  Governor  Cranston,  and  7. 
Deputy-GoyeiTior  Clarke,  were  re-elected.  Thirteen  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  were  chosen.  This  is  the  first  time  that 
the  names  of  these  officers  are  reported  in  connection  with 
the  other  general  oiBcers  of  the  colony.  The  salary  of  the 
Governor  was  raised  to  forty  pounds  a  year,  besides 
which,  almost  every  year  considerable  additional  gratni- 
ties  were  voted  for  his  benefit.  Measures  were  taken  for 
a  thorough  reorganization  of  the  militia.  Tlie  law  of 
marriage  was  revised.  Notice  of  the  intention  was  to  be 
set  up  in  some  public  place  for  fourteen  days,  by  consent 
of  a  magistrate.  Persons  coming  from  other  colonies  were 
required  to  produce  a  certificate  that  they  had  there  con- 
formed to  tte  publication  laws'.  Fine  and  suspension  from 
office  were  the  penalties  for  any  violation  of  this  law  by 
a  magistrate,  and  fine,  imprisonment,  or  whipping  were 
the  punishments  for  the  principals  who  should  disregard 
it.  A  bill  to  sustain  the  governor  in  enforcing  the  navi- 
gation act  was  passed.  It  requu'ed  all  ship-masters  to 
enter  at  the  collector's  office  before  breaking  bull; ;  to  re- 
port their  passengers,  and  to  obtain  permits  for  shipping 
seamen  belonging  to  the  colony  ;  that  none  but  the  regu- 
lar boai'ding  officers  should  approach  any  vessel  off  the 
port  withovit  leave  from  the  governor,  or  two  assistants ; 
that  the  governor  should  estabHsh  a  naval  office,  the  fees 
of  which  were  to  bo  stated  by  the  general  coimcil ;  that 

ies  of  Coirnf.,  pp.  299—304 ;  sec  Triini- 
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CHAP,  foreign  tcaders,  residing  for  one  month  in  the  colony,  should 
^^-    be  subject  to  taxation  as  other  inhabitants ;  that  thecom- 

1701.  mander  of  the  fort,  to  he  appointed  hy  the  governor,  should 
^N  have  power  to  hring  to  any  inward  bound  vessel  by  the 
usual  modes  ;  and  that  the  tonnage  law,  enacted  ten  years 
before,  should  remain  in  force.  This  was  the  most  com- 
plete act  which  had  ever  been  passed  upon  the  subject. 
It  was  ono  that  was  fraught  with  infinite  peril  to  the  in- 
ward peace,  and  the  outwaM  welfare  of  the  colony.  Tlie 
dangers  that  threatened  from  the  home  government,  led 
the  people  to  acquiesce  in  a  measure  to  which  they  were 
naturally  averse. 

The  stanch  loyalty  of  the  Westerly  men,  continued  to 
subject  them  to  annoyances  from  their  neighbors.  T^vo 
of  their  officers  were  taken  prisoners,  and  carried  to  Con- 
necticut. Tlieir  cause  was  assumed  by  the  A^embly,  who 
voted  to  defray  their  expenses  and  to  send  them  requisite 
aid. 

June  Additional  powers  were  now  conferred  upon  Dudley, 

^^'      already  appointed  Governor  of  Massachusetts  and  l^ew 

Hampshire.     He  was  made  Yice-Admiral  of  those  places, 

and  also  of  Rhode  Island,  and  King's  Province,  and  orders 

were  issued  to  hasten  his  departure  for  America.    This 

enlargement  of  his  powers  soon  caused  much  trouble  to 

Ehode  Island,  and  great  annoyance  to  himself.' 

Sept.  The  hostile  acts  of  Connecticut  in  seizing  the  people 

^^-     of  "Westerly,  led  Mr.  Brenton  to  memorialize  the  Board 

of  Trade  on  the  subject,  asldng  anadjudicationof  thecon- 

Qg|._  g  troversy.'  The  Grcneral  Assembly  appointed  a  committee 
to  treat  with  Ehodo  Island.  These  attempts,  although 
often  renewed,  had  thus  far  proved  abortive  for  want  of 
a  common  ground  upon  which  the  disputants  could  agi'ee 
as  a  starting  point  for  negotiation. 

1701-2         On  the  last  day  of  tlie  year,  at  a  special  s^aion  of  the 
l^"     Assembly,  a  tax  of  two  hundred  pounds  was  laid,  and  the 

'  Br.  S.  P.  0.  New  England,  vol,  si.     '  Br.  S.  P.  0.  Proprieties,  Toi,  vi. 
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sedition  act  was  repealed.     The  population  of  the  irliole  CHAP, 
colony  at  this  time,  was  estimated  at  ten  thousand  souls, 


xni. 


exclusive  of  Indians.  The  appoi-tionment  of  the  new  tax 
among  the  towns,  was  not  made  till  after  the  election  of 
another  Assembly,  when  a  further  tax  of  three  hundred 
pounds  was  made. 

The  Westq^uanoid  purchase  had  heen  made  from  the 
Indians  forty  years  hefore,  by  some  Providence  men.  It 
embraced  tlie  lands  south  of  the  north  branch  of  the 
Pawtuxefc  Eiver.  The  proprietor  petitioned  to  be  erect- 
ed into  a  township,  but  although  leave  was  granted  them 
provisionally,  the  plan  was  never  carried  out. 

The  Eeeorder  of  the  colony  was  forbidden  to  practise 
as  an  attorney,  except  in  his  own  case  or  that  of  the  town 
or  colony.  A  vagrant  act  was  passed  at  this  session,  for- 
bidding the  harboring  of  strangers  coming  from  other 
colonies ;  deserters  from  the  King's  service ;  or  passen- 
gers brought  by  sea  and  landed  without  consent  of  the 
authorities.  Heavy  penalties  were  imposed  for  any  viola- 
tion of  this  law.  A  jail  was  ordered  to  be  built  at  [New- 
port. Much  attention  was  bestowed  upon  fortifications. 
The  King's  fort  was  inadequate  to  the  defence  of  the  har- 
bor. A  new  fort,  afterwards  called  Queen  Anne's,  to  mount 
twelve  guns,  was  ordered  to  be  built.  The  governor  and 
council  wei'e  authorized  to  purchase  the  battery  and  stores 
necessary  to  complete  it.  The  proceeds  of  all  forfeitorea, 
belonging  to  the  general  treasury,  especially  the  gold 
plate  and  money  taken  from  convicted  pirates,  were  appro- 
priated to  this  purpose.  The  fort  was  built  upon  Goat 
Island,  upon  the  game  place  where  fort  "Woolcot  now 
stands.  The  fii'st  battery  erected  at  Newport  was  close 
to  the  water,  in  fi-ont  of  Governor  Arnold's  house,  near 
the  spot  now  occupied  by  the  Union  Bank.'  These  wore 
timely  preparations,  for  in  Europe  the  alarm  of  war  had 
already  broken  the  peace  of  Eyswick.     Tliat   short-lived 


May  6. 
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CHAP,  treaty  of  only  four  years,  was  ended  hj  the  wai-  of  the 

^'^'    Spanish  succession,  wMcli  gave  rise  to  the  national  debt 

1702.    of  England.    While  the  Assembly  were  arming  the  colony, 

■*^y  '''■  letters  announcing  the  Queen's  declaration  of  war  against 

France  and  Spain  were  issued.'    Upon  theu'  reception, 

23,     hostilities  were  proclaimed,  aeeorduig  to  custom,  in  each 

town  of  the  colony,  and   active  measures  were  taken. 

Jnly    TjjQ  i^i-igautine  Greyhound,  of  one  hundred  tons,  moimt- 

iug  twelve  guns,  and  manned  with  one  hundred  men  and 

boys,  was  fitted  for  sea  and  placed  in  command  of  Oapt. 

■William  Wanton,  a  shipwright  of  Portemouth,  with  a 

privateer   commission  to   cruise  for  five  months.     His 

instructions  limited  his  operations  within  the  Banks  of 

Newfoundland  on  the  east,  and  the  thirtieth  parallel  of 

north  latitude  on  the  south,  and  were  directed  against 

French  and  Spanish  vessels  or  piratical  craft.     He  gave 

bonds  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  for  the  faithful 

discharge  of  hia  trust,  and  to  return  to  port  within  two 

months.' 

The  usual  delay  in  collecting  the  tax,  caused  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  to  adopt  stiingent  measures  to  enforce  its 
^^S-    payment.    Mr.  Erenton  returned  home  at  this  time,  leav- 
■     iug  the  colony  -without  an  agent  in  England. 

Governor  Dudley,  soon  after  his  arrival,  visited  the 
eastern  portions  of  his  government  as  far  as  Pemaquid 
dui'iiig  the  summer,  and  then  turned  his  attention  to 
Ehode  Island,  as  being  included  in  his  Vice-Admiralty 
jmisdiction.  Accompanied  by  Lieutenant-Governor  Povey, 
with  six  of  hie  council  and  an  escort  of  troops,  he  came  to 
iNewport  and  had  an  interview  with  Governor  Cranston 
Sept.  and  his  council,  at  which  Dudley's  commissions  as  com- 
^-  mander  of  the  militia  during  war,  and  as  Vice-Admiral 
of  Ehode  Island  were  read,  and  the  oaths  therein  required 


'  Maj  4,  1102,  the 
'  The  commission, ' 
prieties,  ToL  vii. 
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were,  at  his  request,  administered  to  !iim.  Tlie  next  day  chap. 
Dndley  demanded,  by  yirtiie  of  his  military  commisBion,  ,^^ 
that  the  troops  of  the  colony,  estimated  at  two  thousand  Sept. 
men,  should  he  placed  under  his  orders.  The  militia 
clause  of  the  chai-ter  was  read  to  him,  and  it  was  urged 
that  the  power  therein  conferred  upon  the  civil  authorities 
of  the  colony,  was  paramonnt  to  that  conveyed  in  Dud- 
ley's commission.  Grovemor  Oranston  held  that  he  could 
not  comply  with  the  demand  until  the  matter  was  laid 
before  the  General  Assembly,  Dudley  replied  that  he 
had  nothing  to  do  with  any  assembly  but  only  with  the 
governor  and  council,  and  directed  Major  Martindale,  of 
the  Island  regiment,  to  order  out  his  troops  the  next 
morning.  At  Cranston's  request  copies  of  Dudley's  com- 
missions were  entered  upon  the  book  of  records.  The 
companies  did  not  appear  under  ai'ms  as  requked,  but  the  5. 
Major  informed  Dudley  that  he  could  not  call  out  his 
men  withont  orders  from  the  Assembly  or  from  the  gov- 
ernor. Disgusted  at  this  repulse,  Dudley  left  the  island 
at  noon,  and  went  to  Bristol.  On  Monday  be,  with  his 
suite,  crossed  over  to  Narragansett,  where  he  was  respect- 
fully received,  Capt.  Eldredge's  company  appeared  un-  ^■ 
der  arms.  The  commissions  were  read,  and  the  oaths 
taken  as  at  Newport,  after  which  the  oath  of  allegiance 
was  administered  by  Dudley  to  the  soldiers,  and  cheer- 
fully taken. 

In  consequence  of  these  proceedings,  a  special  session  jf^. 
of  the  Assembly  was  called,  at  which  the  firm  stand  taken 
by  the  governor  was  approved,  a  committee  to  memorial- 
ize the  home  government  in  defence  of  the  militia  powers 
conferred  by  the  charter  was  appointed,  an  answer  to  this 
effect  was  sent  to  Dudley,  and  measni'es  were  taJien  to 
send  an  agent  to  England  upon  this  vital  subject.  Dud- 
ley's letter  to  the  Boai'd  of  Trade,  enclosing  the  journal 
of  hia  visit  to  Khode  Island,  denounces  the  government 
of  the  colony  in  hitter  terms,  which  the  reply  he  received 
from  the  General  Assembly  was  not  calculated  to  soften. 
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CHAP.  They  urged  the  militia  clause  of  the  eharter  and  the  eon- 
..^^  firmation  thereof  by  "William  and  Mary,  after  the  fruitless 
Sept.    attempt  of  Sir  "WilUiam  Phipps,  ten  years  before,  to  as- 
sume the  command  of  the  Khode  Island  troops,  and  noti- 
fied him  of  their  intention  to  appeal  to  the  Queen.' 

Some  time  during  this  year,  the  Puritan  Church,  fol- 
lowing the  Baptist,  Quaker,  and  Episcopal  Churches, 
obtained  a  permanent  foothold  in  the  colony.  A  Congre- 
gational Society  already  existed  in  Newport,  and  six  years 
prior  to  this  had  erected  a  meeting  house,  where  the  Eev. 
Nathaniel  Olapp  officiated ;  but  it  was  not  till  1Y20  that  a 
church  was  gathered,  and  llr.  Clapp  was  ordained  as  the 
pastor.'  Another  Congregational  Society  was  now  formed 
in  Kingston,  who  obtained  the  Eev.  Samuel  Nilcs  to 
preach  for  them,  which  he  did  for  eight  years.'  These  were 
the  earliest  churches  of  this  order  in  Rhode  Island,  except 
that  which  the  founders  of  Aquedneck  brought  with  them, 
and  which  appears  to  have  eurvired  but  afew  years,* 

The  death  of  William  III.,  and  the  accession  of  Queen 
Ann,  gave  occasion  for  a  formal  address  on  that  subject, 
in  which  condolence  and  congratulation  are  curiously 
29-     mingled.     A  few  days  later,  another  address  upon  the  all- 
important  subject  of  tlieir  chartered  powers  was  sent  to 

'  Br.  S.  P.  0.  New  England,  toL  xi. ;  R.  I.  Col.  Ecc.  iii.,  459—63. 

=  Elton's  Callcnder,  119. 

'  Niles'  depoation  in  the  euit  about  the  Church  lands  in  Nairagansett. 
Mr.  Mea  was  born  at  Block  Island,  1614,  and  graduated,  at  Ilarvard,  1G99, 
being  the  first  student  from  Ehode  Island  who  ever  entered  that  college. 
In  1702,  ^^eto!■e  he  had  Iieea  ordained,  he  was  called  to  the  pastoral  charge 
of  the  Congregational  "or  Presbyterian"  Society  at  Kingstown,  where  he 
remoincil  till  1110,  and  soon  after,  in  Maj,  1711,  was  ordained  and  settled 
orer  the  church  at  Brainiree.  He  afterwards  returned  to  Rhode  Island 
and  became  pastor  of  a  cliurch  in  Charlestown,  composed,  cticfly  of  Indians. 
Ho  died  in  1162.  He  waa  the  author  of  sereral  published  works  mentioned 
by  Mr.  Updike  in  ffiat.  of  the  Narrt.  Church,  p.  SB.  That  by  which  he  ia 
best  Imown  is  a  ffiatofy  of  the  French  and  Indian  wars,  written  in  1760, 
and  partly  published  from  the  original  MS.  long  after  his  death,  by  the  Mass. 
Sist.  Society  in  3  M.  H.  C,  vol.  Vi. 

'  See  Tol.  L,  chap,  v.,  pp.  139,  140. 
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the  Queen.  Capt.  "Wanton  hswl  returned,  after  a  two  CHAP, 
months'  eruiae  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  crowned  witli  ^^^ 
brilliant  succeBS,  He  eaptiu'ed  and  brought  into  port  three  1T03, 
French  ships,  one  of  them  a  privateer  of  two  hundred  and  °^^^ 
sixty  tons,  carrying  twenty  guns  and  forty-eight  men, 
another  was  a  vessel  of  three  hundred  tons,  with  sixteen 
guns,  and  the  tliird  was  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  tons, 
mounting  eight  gims.  They  were  loaded  with  dried  fish. 
Dudley  attempted  to  interfere  with  the  proceedings  of  the 
Admiralty  Court,  long  since  establiahed  at  Newport,  in 
the  condemnation  of  the  prizes,  threatening  to  confiscate 
the  property  and  to  treat  the  captors  as  pirates,  if  tliey 
did  not  accede  to  tlie  demands  which  he,  as  Vice-Admi- 
ral, sought  to  impose  upon  them.  He  attempted  to  sup- 
plant the  existing  Coui't  of  Admiralty  by  one  of  his  own 
creation,  and  to  deny  the  validity  of  the  commission  issued 
to  "Wanton.  The  effect  of  this  conduct  was  favorable  to 
Khode  Island,  for  it  was  a  wrong  so  great  that  it  served 
to  cover  the  many  cases  of  previous  irregularity  wherein 
she  was  actually  culpable.  Dudley  oversliot  his  mark  by 
this  impolitic  procedure,  and  by  excess  of  zeal  cancelled 
the  injury  he  sought  to  produce.  Tlie  address  to  the 
Queen  recited  in  full  the  militia  clause  of  the  charter, 
stated  the  proceedings  in  regard  to  the  Greyhound,  and 
the  conduct  of  Dudley  in  both  of  these  matters,  set  forth 
the  exposed  condition  of  the.  colony,  and  humbly  solicited 
a  eonfirmatiijn  of  the  patent.  It  was  one  of  the  eras,  per- 
haps the  turning  point,  in  the  history  of  Kliode  Island, 
when  after  so  many  attacks  upon  her,  and  so  much  foun- 
dation in  her  own  conduct  for  the  charges  of  her  enemies, 
the  current  began  to  change  in  her  favor  through  the  in- 
creased rashness  of  her  accusers,  and  the  greater  caution  of 
her  rulers.  Just  at  this  critical  moment,  when  her  agent, 
Mr.  Brenton,  had  returned  home,  and  a  new  one  had  not 
yet  been  sent  out,  William  Penn,  then  high  in  favor  at 
the  Court  of  Queen  Anne,  was  charged  with  the  interests 
of  the  infant  State,  where  many  of  liis  own  principles  were 
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CHAP.  SO  deseiTedly  popular.  The  two  addresses  to  the  throne 
.^^  -were  enclosed  to  the  Earl  of  INotfciiigham,  asking  his  in- 
1702.  tercession  with  her  Majesty  in  behalf  of  the  colony,  and 
^P*-    bis  advice  and  assistance  for  Penn  as  the  temporary  agent 

of  Rhode  Island.' 
Oct  8.  A  more  succesafnl  effort  was  now  made  to  adjust  the 
long-pending  dispute  on  the  western  border.  Tlie  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Connecticut  appointed  a  committee  of 
five,  any  three  of  whom  were  authorized  to  settle  the 
difticulty  with  Ehode  Island,  with  no  otlier  limitation  of 
their  powers  than  that  the  fourth  article  of  the  agreement 
between  Clark  and  "Winthrop,  which  secured  the  right  of 
property  to  the  owners,  should  be  respected.  This  was  a 
great  concession  compared  with  the  inati-uctions  to  pre- 
vious committees  who  had  always  been  forbidden  to  sur- 
render any  territory  claimed  by  Connecticut,  and  were 
thus  cut  off  from  the  possibility  of  adjustment  or  of  com- 
promise. A  sincere  desire  to  terminate  this  unhappy 
quarrel  now  actuated  the  government  of  Connecticut,  and 
was  met  with  a  similar  feeling  on  the  part  of  Ehode 
38.  Island.  Tlie  Assembly  at  Providence  appointed  five 
commissioners'  to  meet  with  those  named  by  Connecticut, 
and  instructed  the  governor  to  commission  them  accord- 
ingly." 
Nov.  The  ambitious  designs:  of  Dudley  were  so  far  suecess- 

^*-  ful,  that  the  Board  of  Trade  recommended  him  to  be  ap- 
pointed Governor  of  Eliode  Island,  citing  in  justification 
the  report  of  the  law  officers  of  the  crown,  eight  years 
before,  that  in  case  of  emergency  the  royal   authority 

'  The  originals  of  theae  three  papers  are  in  Br. 

'  Capt.  Joseph  Sheffield,  Major  Henry  Teiv,  M 
HolJen,  and  Weston  Clarke. 

°  The  records  of  the  Oct.  BesBlon,  H02,  held  at  Providence  have  disap- 
peared from  the  files  of  tbo  Secretary's  office,  and  do  not  appear  Jn  the 
pfinted  Colooial  Records.  Certified  copies  of  the  act  appointing  the  eom- 
mie^oneis,  and  of  the  comiiiissiona  nud  insti-ucllons  issued  to  tliem  by  the 
gOTernot  on  the  6th  of  April  following,  are  found  in  the  Br.  S.  P.  0.  Pro- 
prieties, Tol.  si. 
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might  be  exercised  for  the  repeal  of  proprietary  or  char-  CHap. 
tered  privileges.'     Fortunately  for  the  colony,  the  adyiee  ..^^ 
was  not  adopted  by  the  Queen's  council.     The  indiscre-    1T02. 
tions  of  Dudley,  and  the  powerful  influence  of  Peiin,  no 
doubt  combmed  to  avert  so  grave  a  disaster,  and  to  pre- 
serve the  charter  of  Rhode  Island  intact.    It  was  deemed 
important  that  a  special  agent  should  be  sent  to  defend 
the  colony  at  the  EngHsh  Court,  and  Capt.  Joseph  Shef-  1T03-S 
field,  who  had  before  been  selected  for  that  trust,  was     ^  '  ' 
again  appointed  by  the  Assembly    A  tax  of  six  hundred 
pounds  was  ordered  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  mission, 
but  several  deputies  protested  against  it,  so  that  it  was 
never  collected ;  and  the   agency  itself  was  abandoned 
upon  further  news  from  England  seeming  to  render  it  un- 
necessary.    At  the  same  session  a  further  tax  of  five  him- 
dred  pounds  was  assessed  to  pay  for  the  fort  and  jail  pre- 
viously ordered.    Tlie  eommiitation  rate  allowed  two  and 
threepence  a  bushel  for  com,  two  shillinga  for  barley, 
four  for  wheat,   two    and  fourpence  for  rye,  fourteen 
pence  for  oats,  ninepenee  a  pound  for  wool. 

Lord  Coi"nberry,  Governor  of  New  York,  demanded  1708. 
aid  from  Rhode  Island  for  the  war  against  the  Fi'ench  and 
Indians.  The  usual  excuse,  a  most  valid  one,  was  given 
for  refusing  it ;  the  exposed  condition  of  this  colony  made 
the  utmost  efforts  of  the  people  inadequate  even  for  their 
own  protection.  Upon  hearing  of  the  first  victories  of  the 
Dpke  of  Marlborough  against  the  French  in  Holland,  April 
Governor  Cranston,  by  the  Queen's  ordei',  issued  a  proc- 
lamation for  a  day  of  tliankegiving  to  be  kept  on  Hie 
flfteenth  of  April,  which  was  duly  observed  with  saliites 
and  illuminations  throughout  the  colony. 

"Wolves  were  not  yet  exterminated.     The  Assembly  at 
an  adjourned  session  ofiered  a  premium  of  twenty  shil-      li. 
lings  a  head  for  every  wolf  that  should  be  IdUed. 

The  Assembly,  as  usual,  convened  the  day  previous  to  May  S. 

'  Br.  S.  P.  0,  Proprieties,  vol.  ^8,  p.  244. 
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CHAP,  election,  for  organization  and  for  the  admisBion  of  free- 
3^  men.  Here  waa  no  change  in  general  officers.  The 
1T03.  cormnissioners  of  Ehode  Island  and  Connecticnfc  met  at 
■™2^  Stonington,  and  agreed  upon  a  line  hetween  the  two  col- 
onies, wMch  twenty-three  years  later  was  confirmed  by 
the  King.  It  varied  but  little  from  that  claimed  by 
Ehode  Island  under  the  charter,  and  remains  to  this  day 
the  boundary  line  between  the  two  States,  Thus,  after 
forty  years  of  strife,  this  useless  and  costly  controversy 
was  in  effect  determined  by  mutual  agreement,  and  the 
long-disputed  jurisdiction  of  iNarraganaet  was  conceded 
to  Ehode  Island  by  her  opponents  as  it  had  been  by"Win- 
throp  in  the  arbiti'ation  witli  Clarke.  It  is  to  the  fii-nmess 
of  the  men  of  Westerly,  in  eveiy  stage  of  this  proti-acted 
conflict,  that  the  State  owes  this  favorable  result,  for  had 
they  succumbed  to  their  more  powerful  neighbors,  the 
feeble  government  of  Khode  Island  could  never  have  com- 
pelled their  allegiance  against  the  superior  sti'ength  of 
Connecticut,  This  amicable  adjustment  was  virtually  a 
final  one,  although  so  long  a  period  elapsed  before  its  eon- 
flroiatjon.  It  removed  the  most  serious  source  of  domes- 
tic difliculty,  and  enabled  the  colony  to  develop  its  real 
strength  more  rapidly  than  it  had  hitherto  done.  Except 
the  obtaining  of  the  two  cbai-ters,  it  was  the  most  impor- 
tant event  in  tlie  history  of  the  State  up  to  that  time. '  On 
accoimt  of  this  meeting  of  commissioners,  the  ., 
June    adjourned  till  June,  when  the  proceedings  were  a 

and  the  commissions  and  agi'eement  were  entered  upon 
the  records.  Surveyors'  were  appointed  to  run  the  Ime 
in  accordance  with  the  report.  A  division  of  the  colony 
into  two  counties  was  made.  The  islands  foimed  Khode 
Island   county  with  l^ewport  as   the  shire  town.     The 

'  The  agreement  is  printed  in  Potter's  Narragaosct  E.  I.  H.  C,  iii.  204, 
and  E.  I.  CoL  Reo.,  iii.  474,  from  the  original  A  certified  copy  in  Br.  S.  P.  0. 
Prcprielies,  vol.  xi,,  gives  tbe  date  as  May  20,  a  difference  of  eight  dajs. 
The  true  dale  is  prolmbly  the  12th  as  above  given. 

'■■  James  Cacder,  of  Warwiclt,  and  John  Muniford,  of  Newport. 
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mainland  fonned  the  county  of  ProTidence  Plantations,  chap. 
of  which  Providence  was  the  shire  town.  Two  Coitrts  of  ^"■ 
Common  Pleas  were  appointed  to  be  held  yearly  in  each  1703. 
county ;  the  first  year  at  Providence  and  Warwick,  the  J'"^^ 
next  at  Kingstown  and  Westerly,  for  Providence  county ; 
those  for  Rhode  Island  coxmty  were  held  at  Newport. 

The  exposed  condition  of  ITew  York  and  Massachu- 
setts from  the  Prench  and  Indians,  led  the  Board  of  Ti'ade 
to  require  that  aid  shonld  be  furnished  them  hy  Rhode 
Island  and  Connecticut.  The  perils  of  an  extended  sea- 
board required  aU  the  efforts  of  these  colonies  to  repel  in- 
vasion by  the  enemies'  ships,  and  were  not  properly  con- 
sidered by  the  home  government ;  while  their  failure  to 
comply  with  the  demand  of  Dudley  on  one  side,  and  of 
Comberry  on  the  other,  gave  th^e  enemi^  of  all  char- 
tered rights  constant  occasion  to  renew  their  attacks. 
Tills  led  the  Assembly  to  apply  to  the  Poard  of  Trade,  for  80, 
a  copy  of  the  charges  against  Ehode  Island,  and  for  an 
opportunity  to  defend  their  conduct. 

At  the  autumn  se^ion,  held  in  Warwick,  the  highways  '^^'■ 
in  Kingstown,  recently  laid  out,  were  received  and  con- 
firmed. The  power  of  each  house  to  decide  upon  the  right 
of  a  member  to  his  seat  was  not  then  recognized.  A 
donbt  existing  as  to  the  quahfieations  of  one  of  the  depu- 
ties, the  two  houses  met  in  gi-and  committee  to  debate 
the  question,  and  it  was  decided  in  favor  of  the  claimant 
by  a  majority  vote. 

The  boldness  of  Ehode  Island  in  assuming  admiralty 
jurisdiction  was  one  of  the  chief  points  upon  which  her 
enemies  relied  to  accomplish  their  designs.  Tlie  Board 
of  Trade,  at  the  instigation  of  Dudley,  applied  to  the  at-  Dec.  2. 
tomey -general  for  .his  opinion  whether  her  conduct  in  ex- 
ercising that  power,  by  the  act  of  1694,  did  not  fui-nish 
sufficient  cause  for  a  repeal  of  the  chai'ter.  The  attorney 
replied  that  the  act  in  question  was  certainly  a  stretch  of  24. 
power,  but  as  it  was  limited  in  its  terms,  "  until  his 
Majesty's  pleasure  be  furtlier  known,"  it  did  not  warrant 
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CHAP,  a  forfeiture  of  the  charter,  but  lie  advised  tliafc  notice 
^III'  should  be  sent  to  the  colony  to  repeal  the  act  forthwith, 
l703-i  upon  penalty  of  prosecution.' 

Jan.  The  Board  of  Trade  addressed  the  Queen  in  accordance 

■     with  this  advice,  and  urged  that  Dudley's  authority  sliould 
be  extended  over  Rhode  Island,     This  most  indefatigable 
enemy  was  absorbed  in  the  desire  to  extend  his  goTem- 
ment  over  all  "New  England  in  utter  disregard  to  char- 
tered rights,  or  to  any  other  consideration  beyond  his  own 
Jan.     selfish  ends.     An  order  was  issued  by  the  royal  council, 
28.     annulling  the  admiralty  act,  and  directing  notice  thereof 
to  be  sent  to  Ehode  Island.     The  Queen's  letter  was  pre- 
Feb.    pared  accordingly,  to  be  sent  to  tlie  governor  and  council, 
1^-     placing  all  admiralty  mattei^  in  charge  of  Governor  Dud- 
Mar,    ley,  as  Vice-Admiral  of  Wew  England.'    Tliis  was  for- 
1'^-     warded  to  Governor  Dudley  with  a  letter  from  the  Board 
to  Rhode  Island,  and  soon  after  another  royal  letter  was 
23      written,  censuring  the   colony  for  not  fiimiahing  the  re- 
quired aid  to  Massachusetts," 
j^  ^  Meanwhile,  the  General  Assembly  held  a  special  ses- 

sion at  Newport,  Captive  Indians.taken  at  the  eastward, 
where  Ool.  Church  was  prosecuting  the  war  witli  vigor, 
were  brought  into  the  colony  for  sale.  This  was  forbid- 
den under  a  heavy  penalty,  and  those  already  brought  in 
were  required  to  be  sent  out.  A  tax  of  five  hundred 
pounds  was  laid  for  the  support  of  government.  An  act 
was  passed  for  raising  twelve  scouts  to  be  employed  on 
military  service  during  the  war,  under  orders  from  the  two 
Hajoi^.     The  tenths  of  the  prizes  taken  by  Oapt.  "Wanton, 

'  Br.  S.  P,  0,  Proprieties,  Tol.  sxriii.,  p,  SSl,  and  vol,  Tii.  of  the  asme. 

'  Br.  S.  P.  0,  Proprieties,  toI.  xxvilL,  p.  489.  The  odmiraity  act  about 
wbicliso  maoh  clamor  was  made  waa  framed  bj  the  governor  andcounoilof 
B.  I.  and  confirmed  by  the  Genera!  Assembly,  Janmiry  1,  1694-5.  The  re- 
cords of  that  period  ute  lost,  but  a  copy  of  the  obnoxious  etatnte  is  found 
in  the  British  State  Paper  Office  enclosed  ivith  the  opinion,  abore  referred 
to,  of  the  attorney-general  thereupon.    See  App.  H. 

'  Br.  S.  P.  0,  Proprieties,  vol.  xxTili,,  pp.  4*71,  480. 
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due  to  the  erowB,  were  appropriated  to  arm  the  forte,  chap. 
pending  the  result  of  a,  petition  for  that  purpose  ah'eady    ^^^' 
sent  to  the  Queen.     All  Indians  and  negCoea  were  forbid-    1704. 
den  to  walk  the  streets  of  J^e^vport  after  nine  o'clock  at 
night  without  a  pass,  and  no  housekeeper  was  allowed  to 
entertain  them  after  that  hour.     The  laws  had  often  been 
revised  but  never  yet  printed.     A  committee  was  appoint- 
ed to  put  them  to  press  as  soon  as  a  new  revision  could  he 
completed,  but  many  yeai-s  elapsed  before  this  vote  was 
carried  into  effect. 

Many  Khode  Island  troops  volunteered  under  Col.  Maya. 
Church  for  the  war  against  the  Treneh  and  the  Indiana. 
To  defray  their  expenses  another  tax  of  seven  hundred 
poimds  was  made  by  the  new  General  Assembly,  and  the 
assessors  were  empowered  to. administer  an  engagement, 
or  oath,  to  every  tax-payer,  that  the  list  he  presented  of 
his  ratable  estate  was  correct.  The  island  of  Oonanicut 
was  surveyed  at  this  time,  the  highways  laid  out,  and 
farms  platted,  and  the  surveyors'  report  placed  upon 
record.  The  pay  of  the  soldiers  at  the  fort  was  fixed  at 
twelve  pounds  a  year,  with  rations,  and  that  of  the  scouts 
at  three  shiHings  a  day  while  on  duty. 

The  great  battle  of  Blenheim  gave  occaaion  for  anotlier    Aug. 
day  of  thanksgiving,  which  was  ordered  by  a  circular 
letter  to  all  the  colonies  from  the  Board  of  Trade,  as. 

The  serious  charges  in  respect  to  the  admiralty  act,  Sept. 
which  led  to  its  being  annulled,  were  answered  at  great  2B. 
length  by  Bhode  Island.  The  act  seemed  to  be  one  of 
necessity  when  it  was  paaaed ;  a  valuable  French  prize 
having  been  brought  into  Newport  and  no  power  there 
existing  by  which  it  could  be  legally  condemned.  Copies 
of  the  captain's  petition  upon  the  aubjeet,  and  of  all  the 
papers  pertaining  thereto,  were  sent  to  England.  The 
excuse  for  resisting  the  demands  of  the  govemoi's  of  Mas- 
saehnsetts  on  this  subject  was  a  valid  one,  Rhode  Island 
not  being  named  in  their  commiasions,  and  the  conduct 
of  that  colony  in  times  past  having  been  such  that  any 
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OHAF.  claim  from  that  source  to  power  over  Ehode  Island  was, 
■^^"-  to  say  the  least,  suspicious,  and  aroused  a  well-grounded 
1704,    feeling  of  jealousy.' 

*^^*'-  The  October  session  of  the  Assembly  was  held  at  Provi- 

dence, at  which  appeal  eases  were  heard.  When  sitting 
as  a  Conrt  of  Appeals  the  two  branches  of  the  Assembly 
united  in  grand  committee.  The  propriety  of  this  meas- 
ure will  not  be  questioned  when  it  is  remembered  that  the 
governor  and  council,  or  upper  house,  at  this  time  composed 
the  Supreme  Court,  or  General  Court  of  Trials,  as  it  was 
termed,  and  continued  so  to  do  till  the  creation  of  a  judi- 
cial branch  of  the  government  forty-three  years  later. 

The  opinion  of  the  law  officers  of  tlie  crown,  given 

upon  a  representation  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  instigated 

by  Dudley  and  Lord  Comben-y,  that  a  governor  might 

be  appointed  over  the  chartered  colonies  of  Connecticut 

aiid  Rhode  Island,  was  sent  to  the  Queen ;  whereupon  an 

Nov.    order  was  issued  for  the  agents  of  these  colonies  to  appear 

'^-     within  two  weeks  and  show  cause,  if  they  had  any,  why 

this   course  should  not  be  adopted.     On  the  appointed 

80.     *i^y)  Sir  Hemy  Ashurst  petitioned  for  a  postponement, 

which  was  granted  tor  two  weeks  longer.     Meanwhile, 

Dec.     another  delay  of  three  weeks  was  obtained,  and  almost 

1^-     immediately  after  tliis  a  month  more  was  given,  to  pre- 

li.     pare  the  defence.' 

That  there  was  a  concerted  plan  between  Dudley  and 
Comberry  to  break  up  the  ehai-tered  colonies  adjoining 
their  governments,  then*  well-timed  measures  proved. 
Dudley  sent  a  requisition  to  Governor  CraMton  for  troops 
to  defend  Hassaehusetts  against  the  Indiana,  while  Com- 
berry called  on  Connecticut  for  pecuniary  aid  in  behalf 
Dec.  of  Ne-w  York.  A  special  session  of  the  Assembly  was  con- 
^^-  vened  at  j^ewport.  A  quorum  of  both  houses  were  pres- 
ent, but  the  attendance  was  not  full.     Col.  Dudley's  de- 

'  Bi'.  S.  P.  0.  Proprietws,  tol.  y!ii. ;  It.  I.  Col.  Kec.  iii.,  SOS— 510. 
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manda  were  presented,  and  the  next  day  an  answer  was  CHAP, 
made  to  Mm  that  tbe  reqnircd  aid  ebould  be  sent,  if  prac-  ^^ 
tieable,  when  the  Assembly  again  met  at  its  adjourned  1704. 
session.  ■'^^^■ 

The  JXev.  James  Honeyman  was  this  year  sent  over, 
by  the  society  for  the  propagation  of  the  gospel  in  foreign 
parts,  as  a  missionary  to  Ehode  Island,  in  compliance 
with  petitions  from  Newport,  the  eastern  shore,  and  Narra- 
ganset,  sent  to  them  and  the  bishop  of  London  two  years 
before,  for  ministers  of  the  Church  of  England.  He  be- 
came the  rector  of  Trinity  Church,  and  ako  visited  the 
three  towns  on  the  main,  Freetown,  Tiverton,  and  Little 
Compton  by  turns,  on  week  days,  for  eight  yeai-s,  until  a 
missionaiy  was  sent  to  them.  He  then  had  more  leisure, 
established  a  lecture,  and  preached  once  a  fortnight  at 
Portsmouth,  His  Christian  deportment  gained  him  many 
friends,  and  ensured  him  a  full  audience  wherever  he 
preached.  His  memory  is  perpetuated  in  the  name  of 
the  highest  hill  on  the  southern  extremity  of  the  island, 
the  eastern  slope  of  which  Bishop  Berkely  afterwards 
selected  for  his  home. 

The  hearing  of  the  cases  of  Ehode  Island  and  Oonnee-  1704  6 
tieut  having  been  postponed  from  time  to  time  for  nearly  -^^  ■ 
thi'ee  months,  could  no  longer  he  deferred.  Her  Majesty 
and  a  full  council  were  present.  Sir  Henry  Ashurst  had 
used  every  means  in  his  power  to  avert  the  threatened  re- 
peal of  the  Connecticut  charter.  He  had  high  connec- 
tions, and  great  parliamentary  influence  enlisted  on  his  side, 
and  employed  two  of  the  ablest  lawyers  in  Parliament  to 
argue  the  cause  against  tlie  law  officers  of  the  crown. 
Tlie  defence  occupied  but  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  was  so 
far  successful  as  to  obtain  the  chief  point  desired,  that 
time  should  be  allowed  for  the  colonies  to  reply  to  the  ac- 
cusations before  final  proceedings  were  taken  against  them.' 

'  A  full  account  of  tUs  hea^ag,  derived  from  tlic  correspondence  of  Sir 
Henry  Aehursf,  Lt  given  in  Trumbull's  Hist,  of  Conn.,  chap,  syii.,  pp.  114 — 
VOL.  n.— 38. 
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CHAP.  An  order  was  issued  for  the  Board  to  prepare  eliarges 
■    Q  n-u  Tvi  at  the  two  colonies  to  he  given  to  their  aj 


1704-B  within  six  months,  and  copies  of  the  same  were  to  be  sent 
to  Governor  Dudley  and  Lord  Oomberry,  to  collect  evi- 
dence in  their  support,  and  to  furnish  other  copies  to  the 
governors  of  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut  to  prepai'e 

Feb.  their  defence.'  The  General  Assembly  denied  the  trath 
■  of  Ihidley's  complaints  of  their  not  fiimislung  aid  to  Mas- 
sachusetts. They  had  sent  one  company  of  volunteers, 
under  Cliurchj  the  preceding  summer,  notwithstanding 
the  heavy  taxes  assessed  for  strengthening  their  own  de- 
fences, and  they  now  took  measures  to  enlist  the  quota  of 
forty-eight  men  assigned  to  them.  A  tax  of  five  hundred 
pounds  was  levied  for  this  purpose  upon  the  already  over- 
3g_  burdened  colony.  Governor  Cranston  then  infonned 
Dudley  of  what  had  been  done,  and  i-equested  him  to 
appoint  commissioners,  to  meet  with  the  same  number 
selected  by  the  Assembly,  to  agree  upon  the  mode  of  dis- 
posal and  of  support  for  the  soldiers.' 

1705.  Most  of  the  towns  had  charters  granted  them  by  the 

Mayl.  General  Assembly,  by  which  they  were  emi>owered  to 
regulate  their  local  affairs.  A  similar  power  was  con- 
ferred upon  Newport  by  special  statute.  The  Indians  at 
Block  Island  were  ordered  to  be  trained  for  military  ser- 
vice, and  the  quota  of  troops  tliat  were  to  be  sent  to  Ool. 
Dudley  was  withdrawn.  The  first  movement  towards 
.settling  the  north  line  of  the  colony,  was  made  at  this  ses- 
sion upon  petition  from  Providence.  The  line  was  de- 
scribed as  running  north  from  Pawtucket  falls  till  it  meets 
the  south  boundary  of  Kassachnsotts,  and  thence  west  to 
the  Connecticut  line.  ■  Gov.  Dudley  was  requested  to  lay 

418.  No  menHon  of  the  Rhode  Island  agent  is  therein  made,  but  we  know 
that  Peun  had  been  requested  to  tuke  the  agencj  after  the  return  of  Bren- 
ton,  and  no  succoasoc  had  jet  been  appointed.  The  orders  in  council  men- 
tion tlie  presence  of  agents  of  both  colonies. 

*  Br.  S.  P.  0.  Praprieties,  vol.  TJii.;  R.  I.  CoL  Rec,  iii.  496. 

-'  Br.  8.  P.  0.  Proprieties,  toL  riii. ;  K,  I.  CoL  Kec,  iii.  496,  497, 
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the  matter  before  his  provincial  Assembly  for  them  to  CHAP, 
select  eommissioners  to  unite  with  the  three  appointed  by  ..f^ 
Khode  Inland'  to  rnn  the  line.    This  appeared  to  be  a  very    1705. 
plain  case,  but  was  destined,  like  the  odier  boundary 
questions,  to  be  a  source  of  protracted  contest.    As  Plym- 
outli  had  been  absorbed  by  Hassachusetts,  there  were 
now  Wo  territorial  disputes  to  be  settled  between  Ehodo 
Inland  and  her  powerful  antagonist. 

Captain  John  Halsey,  of  the  brigantine  Chaiies,  to 
whom  Governor  Cranston  had  granted  a  privateer  com- 
mission in  November,  arrived  at  this  time,  with  a  valuable  June 
Spanish  prize  talien  in  the  West  Indies.  He  applied  to 
Nathaniel  Byfield,  Judge  of  Admiralty,  to  condemn  her 
as  a  lawful  prize.  Byfield  gave  a  waiTant  to  discharge 
the  cai-go,  and  held  a  court  on  the  question  of  condemna-  fi. 
tion.  It  appeared  that  the  commission  was  granted  after 
the  receipt  of  her  Majesty's  orders  annulling  the  admiralty 
act  of  1694,  and  hence  it  was  declared  void,  and  condem- 
nation was  refused.  This  caused  so  much  excitement, 
that  Byfield  adjourned  the  coni-t  in  order  to  consult  the 
Tice-Admiral.  Got.  Cranston  addressed  a  letter  to  the  16. 
judge,  requiring  him  to  condemn  the  prize,  or  to  give  rea- 
sons for  his  refusal,  claiming  that  the  commission  was 
valid  under  the  declaration  of  war  upon  which  it  was 
granted.  John  Coleman,  one  of  the  owners  of  the  Charles, 
and  as  commissioner  of  prizes,  agent  for  the  Lord  High 
Admiral,  complained  to  Dudley  of  the  conduct  of  Byfield 
in  refusing  to  condemn  the  piTze.  Capt.  Halsey  was 
ready  for  another  cruise  but  could  not  sail  until  this 
matter  was  adjusted.  The  General  Assembly  was  con-  jg^ 
vened  upon  this  subject,  and  also  to  lay  a  tax  of  five  hun- 
dred pounds,  a  portion  of  which  was  to  pay  the  tenths  of 
prize  money  due  to  the  Lord  High  Admii'al.  An  act  was 
passed,  in  reference  to  the  conduct  of  Byfield,  which  for- 
cibly displays  the  boldness  of  the  people  in  claiming  ad- 

'  Miyor  Williata  Hopkins,  Joseph  Jenckes,  and  Thomas  Olnej. 
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CHAF.  miralty  jurisdiction,  in  the  face  of  the  recent  decree,  an- 
__^  nulling  their  former  action  upon  this  point.     It  declared 

1705.    that  the  govemoi's  of  the  colony,  with  perniiseion  of  the 

^"^  Assembly,  "  have  had  and  still  have  fuU  power  and  au- 
thority to  grant  commissions  to  private  men-of-war  against 
her  Majesty's  public  enemies ;  and  that  the  said  governors 
have  been  and  still  are  justified  therein,  provided  they 
have  and  do  take  bond  and  do  aU  other  things  as  the  law 
directs  relating  to  private  men  of  war ; "  and  in  answer  to 
the  claim  of  the  Judge  of  Admiralty  that  the  Marshal  of 
his  coiu't  held  the  power  of  water  bailiff  within  the  colony, 
the  Assembly  declared  that  that  power  vested  in  tliis  gov- 
ernment alone,  by  the  chartei",  and  by  the  laws  of  Eng- 

33.  land.  The  owners  of  the  Charles  petitioned  Dudley  to 
legalize  the  commission  under  which  they  had  acted ; 

25.  whereupon  he  ordered  Eyiield  to  condemn  the  prize  to 
the  captors  on  the  ground  that  the  govemtaent  of  Khode 
Island  would  not  do  justice  to  her  Majesty,  and  that  the 
cargo  would  be  lost  if  speedy  action  was  not  taken.  The 
Court  of  Admiralty  was  immediately  convened,  and  the 

37.  prize  was  condemned,  although  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Judge,  the  commission  under  which  the  capture  was  made 
was  illegal.  During  the  proceedings  a  paper  was  handed 
to  the  regiatei"  of  the  court  containing  a  justification  of 
the  .governor's  conduct  in  gi-anting  the  commission. 
Byfield  would  not  peraiit  it  to  be  read  and  adjourned  the 
court.  A  mob  followed  and  insulted  him  in  the  streets, 
but  no  violence  was  offered  to  him.  This  conduct,  and 
also  the  passage  of  the  admiralty  act,  were  attributed  by 
JiJy  Byfield,  in  liis  account  of  tlie  affair  sent  to  the  British 
ministry,  with  all  the  documents  pertaining  thereto,  to 
the  influence  of  Coleman,  the  commissionei-  of  prizes  and 
agent  of  the  Lord  High  Admu'al,  who  was  also  an  owner 
in  the  Charles. 

Scarcely  was   this   matter  disposed  of,   when   Gov. 

25.  Ci-anaton  received  from  Diidley  a  copy  of  the  charges  pre- 
pared by  the  Board  of  Trade  against  Kliode  Hand.    Dud- 
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ley  proceeded  at  once  to  collect  evidence  to  snatain  tliem.  CHAP. 
All  persons  ■wio  liad  any  cause  of  discontent  ■with  the  ,^^ 
colony  were  sought  out,  and  their  affidavits  obtained,  to    1705 
swell  the  mass  of  proofs  with  which  hei"  ambitions  foe 
expected  to  crush  the  charter  government  of  Eliode  Island. 
Tlie  outrage  upon  the  I"rench  settlera  some  years  before, 
was  represented  with  great  minuteness  by  PieiTe  Ayrault    Aug. 
in  a  remonstrance  sent  to  Gov.  Dudley.     It  was  the  most 
flagrant  case  that  could  be  brought  against  the  people, 
but  it  was  one  of  those  acts  of  border  violence  with  which 
the  history  of  all  new  countries  abound,  for  which  the 
government  could  not  fairly  be  held  responsible. 

A  special  session  of  the  Assembly  was  held  to  reply  to  28. 
the  charges.  The  governor  and  Joseph  Sheffield  Vfere  ap- 
pointed a  committee  for  this  purpose,  and  a  tax  of  one 
thousand  pounds  was  laid  to  raise  funds  for  the  agent  in 
~  '  '  The  charges  were  contained  in  thirteen  arti- 
relating  to  violations  of  the  acts  of  trade ;  to  harbor- 
ing deserters ;  refusing  the  quota ;  to  irregulaiities  in  ju- 
dicial proceedings ;  to  exercising  military  and  admiralty 
powers ;  and  to  a  few  more  trivial  matter's.'  The  answers 
were  Ann  and  well  drawn,  giving  a  categorical  denial  to 
the  greater  portion,  and  in  some  cases  defending  their 
conduct  as  being  warranted  by  the  chartei-,  or  by  the  exi- 
gencies of  tlie  times,  Dudley  was  not  so  prompt  in  for- 
warding his  side  of  the  question  to  the  ministry.  It  re- 
quired time  to  collect  all  the  evidence  he  desired.  He 
sought  for  it  even  in  l^ew  York,  wJiere  depositions  were  gept_ 
taken  concerning  piracies  that  occurred  several  years  be-  5  &  8. 
fore,  and  which  inculpated  the  other  colonies  as  mnch  as 
they  did  Ehode  Island. 

The  subject  of  a  Court  of  Chancery  was  discussed  in 
the  General  Assembly,  but  as  it  was  one  of  gi'eat  impor- 
tance, and  could  not  be  fully  settled  at  once,  it  was  voted 

^  They  were  prepared  March  26,  llOfi,  and  are  found  in  Br.  S.  P.  0. 
Proprieties,  vol.  xsix.  pp.  133—133.  See  E.  I.  Col.  Rec,  iii,  543,  and 
Ibid,  646— e  for  tie  anawera. 
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CHAP,  that  tho  Assembly  itself  should  continue  to  act,  as  it  had 
hitherto  done,  as  a  Chancery  Court  until  one  could  he 

1T05.  properly  constituted.  The  line  hetween  Greenwich  and 
g ?■  Kingstown  was  estabhshed.  The  office  of  Public  Notary 
was  erected,  and  the  Eeeorder  was  appointed  to  fill  it 
tUl  the  next  election. 

Nov.  At  length    Dudley,  having    collected    an    immense 

amount  of  evidence  to  sustain  the  ehai'ges  against  Ehode 
Island,  dispatched  it  to  England.  It  was  a  truly  formida- 
bly array  of  testimony,  well  calculated  to  accomplish  the 
selfish  piu'pose  of  extending  his  own  authority  over  a 
neighboring  colony  upon  the  ruins  of  her  chartered  rights. 
More  than  forty  documents,  being  affidavits,  copies  of 
records  and  transcripts  of  laws,  certified  by  himself,  some 
of  them  of  great  length  and  covering  a  period  of  many 
years,  were  an-anged  under  the  thirteen  articles  of  im- 
peachment which  they  were  intended  to  sustain.  Scarcely 
had  this  mass  of  evidence  been  sent  away,  before  still  more 
9,  was  accumulated,  Nathaniel  Coddington  wrote  to  Dud- 
ley in  regard  to  the  Narragansett  disputes,  and  also  pre- 
sented a  gloomy  picture  of  the  partisan  spirit  that  ani- 
mated the  government  of  the  colony,  of  whom  he  was 
himself  one,  being  the  first  assistant  from  Newport.  It 
was  an  unfortunate  thing  for  Rhode  Island  that  the  ambi- 
tion of  her  neighbors  often  gave  opportunity  for  any  who 
were  discontented  to  pour  their  grievances  into  tlie  willing 
ears  of  her  enemies.  Such  ex  parte  statements  lost  noth- 
ing by  the  transfer,  and  frequently  involved  the  colony 
in  further  and  unnecessary  difficulties.  The  purpose  of 
Coddington  in  this  communication  to  Dudley  is  not  appa- 
rent, hut  it  served  to  stimulate  the  If  arragansett  proprie- 
tors, the  remnants  of  the  old  Atherton  company,  residing 
in  Boston,  and  always  the  bittei'  foes  of  Rhode  Island,  to 
14.  address  Dudley  upon  tlieir  own  affairs.  This  they  did  in 
a  very  long  document,  reciting  the  history  of  Nai'ragan- 
sett  from  the  beginning,  and  referring,  in  flattering  terms, 
to  the  prior  administration  of  Dudley,  when  they  had 
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their  own  way  and  their  own  members  in  the  eouneil,  but  '^^J^f- 

avoiding  any  reference  to  the  succeeding  governmcut  of  ^ ^ 

AndroB,  who  had  revoked  the  xuijust  acts  of  Dndley,  and  1J°^- 
had  restored  to  Rhode  Island  her  rights^  This  paper  was 
the  last  effort  of  the  claimants  for  "the  mortgaged  lands," 
a  claim  fomided  in  frand,  and  maintained  by  force  untU 
exposed  by  the  luminous  Report  of  Sir  Edmund  Andros. 
It  was  forwarded  by  Dudley  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  with  15. 
the  intimation  tliat  if  Ehode  Island  was  placed  under  him 
the  petitioners  should  have  justice. 

But  Dudley  was  not  working  alone  in  these  assaults 
upon  the  colony.  Lord  OombeiTy  desired  to  add  Con- 
necticut to  Kew  Tork,  and  each  aided  the  other  to  aeeom- 
pHsh  the  repeal  of  the  charters.  Eotli  had  been  famished 
with  copies  of  the  charges,  and  ordered  to  collect  evidence  26. 
upon  them.  Comberry's  letter  is  to  the  same  effect  as 
Dudley's,  but  relates  more  particidariy  to  Connecticut. 
Each  was  indefatigable  in  pursuit  of  a  common  end,  and 
both  alike  suffered  a  humiliating  defeat ;  for  the  proofs, 
although  very  voluminous,  did  not  sustain  the  charges, 
and  the  replies  of  the  accused  exposed  the  falsity  or  the 
frivolity  of  them  all.  Ehode  Island  proved  that  within 
seven  years  she  had  expended  more  than  six  thousand 
pounds  in  forts  and  military  operations,  and  Connecticut 
showed  that  although,  lite  Ehode  Island,  she  had  some- 
times refused  her  quota  to  New  Tork,  she  had  over  five 
hundred  men  in  the  field  the  past  year,  most  of  them  aid- 
ing the  complainiBg  colonies.  Equally  convincing  was  the 
refutation  upon  other  important  points,  and  triumphant 
was  the  appeal  of  the  agents  when  they  again,  appeared 
in  pr(Mence  of  the  Board  of  Trade  witli  all  tbe  evidence  on 
either  side  before  them.' 

Ex-Governor  John  Easton,  died  at  tlie  closcj  of  this    Dec. 

12. 

'  The  originals  of  neariy  all  tbe  documents  referred  to  in  1105,  arc  in 
the  Br.  S.  P.  0.  Proprieties,  vol.  viii.,  filling  almost  the  entire  bundle.  A 
few  are  in  Kew  England  Papers,  to!,  siii.,  and  the  most  important  ones  are 
given  in  R.  I.  Col.  Ecc.,  iii.  pp.  537,  643—9. 
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CHAP.  year.     He  was  tbe  son  of  Gov.  Mcholas  Easton,  and  was 

^,^  for  two  years  deputy-governor,  during  Philip's  war,  of 

1705.    wbicli  he  wrote  a  brief  account  recently  published  in 

^"^    Albany.     He  was  afterwards,  for  five  years,  governor  of 

the  colony.' 

The  Pawtuxet  men  revived  their  old  complaint  against 
IS.     the  government  of  Ehode  Island  in  the  Harris  case,  and 
obtained  an  order  from  the  Queen  summoning  the  colony 
20.     to  answer  the  petitioners  before  the  council.     Two  days 
later  another  order  was  issued  to  the  Board  of  Trade  re- 
quiring them  to  report  upon  the  illegal  proceedings  of  the 
charter  and  proprietary  governments  in  America,  and 
upon  the  expediency  of  reducing  them  to  more  imme- 
1705-6  diate  subjection  to  the  crown.     This  renewed  action  was 
Jsn-     taken  at  the  instigation  of  Dudley,  whose  charges  formed 
the  basis  of  the  report  which  was  rendered  within  three 
weeks.     It  was  aimed  chiefly  at  Massaehusetts,  Ehode 
Island  and  Connecticut,  the  three  governments  sought  by 
him  to  be  united  under  his  jurisdiction.     The  attempt, 
like  the  preceding  ones,  proved  abortive,  no  further  action 
being  had  upon  the  report ;  but  it  was  not  yet  abandoned, 
as  we  shall  presently  see.     It  is  worthy  of  note  that  one 
of  the  charges  is,  "  that  tliese  colonies  promote  and  en- 
courage woollen  and  other  manufactures  proper  to  Eng- 
land, instead  of  applying  their  thoughts  to  the  production 
of  such  commodities  aa  are  iit  to  be  encouraged  in  these 
parts."     The  same  spirit  which,  seventy  years  later,  de- 
nied that  "  even  a  hob  nail  should  be  manufactured  in 
America,"  here  finds  its  first  official  expression." 
1708.  The  General  Assembly  ordered  an  investigation  into 

^y  ^-  the  long  suspended  controversy  with  Pawtuxet,  that  an  ac- 
count of  it  might  be  sent  to  their  solicitor,  William  "Whar- 
ton, Two  taxes  amounting  to  seven  hundred  pounds 
were  voted,  of  which  five  hundred  pounds  were  for  finish- 


=  The  report  is  in  Br.  S.  P.  0.  Proprieties,  vol.  xsii.  p.  23S,  and  is  printed 
in  R.  I.  Col.  Ecc,  iv.  19— IS. 
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ing  Fort  Ann.  Every  inhabitant  was  reqiiirod  to  bring  chap. 
in  a  true  statement  of  his  taxable  property  within  four  __^ 
months.  The  exigencies  of  tlte  war  demanded  vigorous  lT06. 
effoi'te.  Every  thing  in  the  colony  was  placed  upon  a.  ""^  ' 
war  footing;  and  almost  every  man  became  a  soldier,  or 
in  some  way  assisted  in  the  common  defence.  The  coast 
line  was  covered  with  scouts,  a  pennanent  gan-iaon  was 
maintained  on  Block  Island,  and  extraordinary  prepara- 
tions were  made  on  every  side  to  resist  an  expected  inva- 
sion. A  powerful  French  fleet  was  harassing  the  British 
West  Indies,  and  might  at  any  day  appeal'  ofl"  the  sea- 
board. An  event  soon  occurred  to  show  the  advantage  of 
tliis  martial  activity.  A  sloop  loaded  with  provisions  was  June 
taken  by  a  Frencli  privateer  near  Block  Island.  The 
news  reached  the  governor  the  next  day.  Proclamation 
for  volunteers  was  forthwith  issued,  two  sloops  were  taken 
up  for  tlie  expedition,  and  within  two  hours'  time  were 
manned  by  a  hundred  and  twenty  men,  undei'  command 
of  Oapt.  John  Wanton,  and  in  less  than  three  hours  aiiei'- 
ward  captm'ed  the  privateer,  retook  her  prize,  and  brought 
them  into  Newport.  Tiie  promptness  and  success  of  this 
gallant  adventure  astonished  and  delighted  the  countiy, 
and  added  fresh  laurels  to  the  naval  gloiy  of  Eliode  Island, 
The  General  Assembly  was  convened  at  Newport  and  Juiy3. 
voted  a  gratuity  to  the  governor  for  his  trouble  in  fitting 
out  the  sloops.  They  also  empowered  him,  in  case  of 
invasion,  to  press  any  vessels  into  the  colony  service,  and 
provided  for  their  proper  appraisal  by  two  men,  one  to  be 
selected  by  the  governor,  the  otlrer  by  the  owners,  the 
charges  to  be  paid  from  the  treasury.  Another  tax  of 
three  hundred  pounds  was  voted,  two  hundred  of  which 
were  on  account  of  the  recent  expedition. 

The  papers  in  the  Pawtuxet  case  having  been  prepaj--    Sept. 
ed,  were  sent  to  Wharton,  the  agent,  with  a  letter  to  the.     l*- 
Board  of  Trade,  giving  an  account  of  the  defences  of  the 
colony,  and  of  the  late  vietoiy  by  Oapt.   Wanton.     The 
number  of  prisoners  of  war  brought  into  Ehode  Inland, 
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CHAP,  had  become  a  heavy  cliarge  ;ipon  tlie  troasnrj-,  and  relief 

,^^  from  that  burden  was  asked.' 

1700.  Byfield,  Judge  of  Admiralty,  soon  after  wrote  to  the 

*^'''"**  ministry,  defending  his  conduct  in  the  case  of  Ilalsey's 
privateer,  Charlra,  the  last  year,  and  relating  tlic  exploit 
of  Wanton,  whose  prize  he  condemned  without  exacting 
the  legal  fees,  "  in  order  to  encourage  so  brisk  an  action,'" 
81.  The  Assembly  appointed  two  annnal  fairs  to  be  held 

at  Portsmouth,  in  May  and  November,  each  to  continue 
for  three  days.  It  is  said  that  tliis  plan  was  suggested  by 
George  Fox  when  visiting  his  co-religionists  in  that  town. 
Tlic  following  year  the  act  was  repealed  upon  petition  of 
tJie  people  of  Portsmouth. 

The  second  Episcopal  Society  in  the  colony  was  formed 
this  year  at  Kingstown,  under  the  Eev.  Christopher 
Bridge,  and  a  church  erected  the  following  yeai'.  Ninety- 
three  years  afterwards  this  building  was  removed  to  "Wick- 
ford,  where  it  is  still  used  for  divine  service  as  St.  Paul's 
Church.' 

The  northern  boxmdary  began  to  be  a  source  of  dis- 
pute. It  appears  by  a  petition  from  the  people  of  Mendon 
to  tlieir  general  coiurt,  that  they  underetood  the  claim  of 
Ehode  Island  to  be  based  upon  the  indefinite  grant  of  the 
Sachems  in  1639,  which  had  caused  so  much  trouble 
among  tlie  grantees  themselves.  The  expression  "  up  the 
streams  of  Pawtucket  and  Pawtuxet  without  limits,"  was 
construed  literally  by  the  petitioners,  if  not  by  the  Provi- 
dence committee,  and  covered  half  the  township  of  Men- 
don, with  much  more  besides,  within  the  limits  of  Massar 
chueetts.  After  a  delay  of  more  than  a  year,  the  general 
court  appointed  five  commissioners  to  mn  out  tlie  line  as 
it  had  been  done  in  1642,  and  instructed  the  governor  to 

Nov.    request  Ehode  Island  also,  to  appomt  a  committee  to  join 

'  Originnl  in  Br.  S.  P.  0.  Proprieties,  vol.  vni. ;  E,  I.  Col.  Kec,  iii.  SS9-61. 
'  Original  in  Br.  S.  P.  0.  Proprieties,  vol.  ylii. 
°  Updike's  Narragansett  Churcli,  p.  S9. 
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them  in  the  survey.'  Gov.  Dudley  wi-ofe  accordingly  to  CHAP. 
Gov.  Cranston,  and  named  Colonel  Byfield  as  chairman 
of'the  committee  on  the  part  of  Massachusetts.  The  sub-  l70fi-7 
ject  was  presented  at  a  special  session  of  the  Assembly,  ^t 
called  at  Newport  on  account  of  a  threatened  invasion  of 
New  England  by  the  French  and  Indians.  Six  commis- 
sioners' were  selected  to  imite  in  the  sui-vey,  provided  the 
starting  point  was  right,  or  to  forbid  it  if  otherwise,  and 
especially  if  the  line  should  cross  Pawtucket  River  into  the 
township  of  Providence.  They  were  also  to  run  the  line 
north  from  Pawtucket  Falls  to  tlie  south  line  of  Massa- 
chusetts. The  governor  was  requested  to  notify  the  Con- 
necticut government  to  he  present  to  secure  the  rights  of 
that  colony  in  establishing  the  point  of  departure.  It 
does  not  appear  that  any  action  was  taken  by  these  com- 
mittees. 

At  the  request  of  Co!.  Dudley  it  was  voted  to  equip 
the  Hhode  Island  quota  of  troops  under  command  of 
Major  "William  or  Capt,  John  "Wanton,  and  to  iit  out  a 
cruiser,  at  the  expense  of  the  colony,  whose  operations 
should  be  confined  between  the  thirtieth  and  forty-fifth 
degrees  of  latitude.     A  tax  of  five  hundi'ed  pounds  was 

'  The  R.  I.  AEseiiibly  in  May,  ITOB,  had  appointed  commissioners  to  run 
the  north  line,  and  requested  Got.  Dudley  to  present  the  eubject  to  his 
Provincjal  Assembly  that  they  might  also  appoint  a  committee  foi'  the  same 
purpose.  Nothing  was  done  by  Dudley.  The  E.  I.  rncn  pcoceeded  to  act 
olooe.  Tho  people  of  Mendon  appointed  a  committee  to  meet  with  those 
from  Frovldeuoe  to  learn  from  them  the  basis  of  their  claim.  This  done, 
the  above  petition  was  sent  September  6,  170B.  An  order  from  the  coancil 
of  Uass.  was  issued  on  the  ISth  to  the  select  men  of  Mendon  to  forbid  the 
surrey  by  B.  I.,  to  deface  the  marks  set  up,  and  to  arrest  the  trespassers. 
On  the  8  th  of  August  following,  the  House  of  Eepresentatives  named  a  com- 
mittee of  five  men  to  run  the  hue  in  connection  with  a  R.  I.  committee,  and 
the  governor  was  requested  to  write  to  Got.  Cranston  to  that  effect.  The 
subject  was  not  acted  upon  by  the  Council  or  upper  House  till  again  brought 
to  their  notice,  November  B,  ITOS.  The  measure  was  concurred  in  by  botli 
Louses  the  neit  day,  and  t!ie  letter  written  as  above. — From  MS.  files  of 
General  Court  of  Mass. 

'  Thomas  Olney,  Joseph  Jenckes,  Richard  Arnold,  Jonathan  Sprague, 
Randal  Holden,  and  James  Carder. 
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CHAP,  levied  for  the  purposes  of  the  war.     Thits  was  for  the  un- 
__^  fortmiate  expedition  against  Acadie,  conceived  by  Co!. 
1T06-7  Dudley,  and  undertaken  without  assistance  from  England, 
25  ■    which  returned  dming  the  sunimer,  having  been  repulsed 
before  the  strong  forti'ess  of  Port  Eoyal.     In  his  speech 
to  the  AsBembly,  Dudley  acknowledges  that  "  he  had  re- 
ceived a  very  honorable  assistance  from  Ehode  Island,  and 
a  proper  force  from  New  Hampshire,'" 

In  those  days  the  sale  of  bread  was  regidated  by  law. 
An  act  was  passed  requiring  every  baker  to  have  a  dis- 
tinct mark,  and  to  make  his  loaves  of  a  certain  weight 
according  to  the  price  of  wheat,  on  penalty  of  forfeiting 
his  bread  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  town. 
170T.  The  Board  of  Trade  addressed  a  cncular  to  the  Gov- 

Maj7.  ernora  of  Khode  Island,  Connecticut,  and  Pennsylvania, 
requiring  annual  returns  to  be  made  of  tlie  acts  of  their 
Assemblies,  and  making  inquiries  as  to  the  population  and 
commerce  of  those  colonies.  It  also  announced  tlie  nnion 
of  the  crowns  of  England  and  Scotland,  which  was  ordered 
to  be  published  in  a  solemn  manner,  and  decreed  that 
henceforth  Scotchmen  should  everywhere  be  considered 
as  Englishmen." 
April  The  town  of  Portsmouth  voted  to  petition  the  Assem- 

19. 

'  Hutchinson's  Mass.  ii.  105.  The  expedition  consieted  of  about  1150 
men,  in  two  regiments,  the  refl  and  the  blue,  the  Litter  led  hj  Col.  Hilton, 
of  New  HampSiire,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wanton,  of  E.  I.  In  tlie  fleet 
was  the  sloop  Batlislieba,  Captain  Cranston,  of  8  guns  and  36  men  from  R. 
I.  The  fleet  Bailed  on  the  ]3tli  May,  landed  the  troops  at  Poit  Koyal  on  the 
26th,  and  they  re-embai'Ued  on  5th  Juno.  Jealousy  among  the  officers, 
and  ft  mutinous  apirit  fostered  thereby  among  the  men,  rather  than  French 
prowess,  eansed  the  failure  of  the  attempt.  Cols,  ffilton  and  Wanton  are 
expressly  named  as  having  had  no  part  in  the  disagreemcntB  which  produced 
this  result.  Autobiography  of  Rev.  John  Barnard.  Seo  3  Moss.  His.  Colls, 
vol.  V.  pp-  190-5.  Colonel  Wanton  arrived  at  Newport  the  151h  June,  aod 
on  the  I8th  visited  Boston  with  Capt.  Sheffield,  the  treaaurer  of  the  colony, 
to  advise  with  Dudley  in  regard  to  the  war,  MS.  letters  of  Cranston  to 
Dudley  on  Court  Files  of  Masa. 

=  Br.  S.  P.  0.  Proprieties,  B.  T.  vol.  jslx.  p.  4S8,  printed  in  R,  I.  Col. 
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bly   concerning   "  several    grievances   and   oppressione "  CHAP- 
Tinder  which  they  Buffered.'     In  conaecLuenee  of  this,  a  „^,^ 
town  charter  was  gi'anted  to  them,  as  had  been  done  for    3707. 
K'ewport  two  years  before.     The  war  witli  France  caused    ^o^ 
renewed  efforts  on  the  pai't  of  the  colony.     A  specif  ses- 
sion of  the  Assembly  was  called  by  the  governor,  at  which     38, 
a  tax  of  fifteen  himdred  pounds  waa  voted,  a  far  heavier 
tax  than  any  that  had  ever  before  been  assessed.     The 
colony  yielded  all  control  over  the  shores  of  rivers,  coves, 
and  other  waters,  to  the  respective  towns  in  wbicli  they 
wei-e  included,  the  better  to  promote  trade  and  navigation 
by  buUding  whai-ves  and  warehouses  thereupon.    A  new 
ferry  was  established  between  Kingstown  and  Conanieut 
The  dwelling  house  and  its  appurtenances  belonging  to  the 
governor  of  the  colony  was  exempted  from  taxation  dur- 
ing his  term  of  office.     A  singular  case  of  posthumous 
punishment,  intended  aa  a  ten-or  to  malefactor,  occurred 
at  this  time.     A  slave  in  mngstown  had  committed  a 
murder,  under  eireumstauees  of  peculiar  barbarity,  upon 
the  wife  of  his  master,  and  had  drowned  himself,  as  was 
sopposed,   to   avoid  being  taken   alive.     His  body  was 
found  on  the  shore  at  Little  Compton  about  two  weeks 
afterward.    The  Assembly  ordei'ed  that  his  head,  legs,  and 
anns  should  he  hung  up  in  some  pnbHc  place  near  New- 
port, and  his  body  be  burnt  to  ashes. 

The  dispute  on  the  northern  frontier  now  assumed  a     oot 
serious  aspect.     An  armed  force  from  Mendon  invaded 
Kliode  Island,  and  seizing  two  of  the  inhabitants  of  Prov- 
idence, carried  them  as  pi-isonera  to  Boston,     An  express 
was  sent  to  Gov.  Cranston,  who  wrote  to  Col.  Dudley, 
warning  him  of  danger  from  the  outraged  citizens  of      is. 
Providence,  and  urging  a  Joint  commission  to  settle  the 
line.     The  General  Assembly  met  at  "Warwick,  and  again     29. 
appointed  commissioners^  to  treat  with  any  who  might  be 

'  See  Portsmouth  Records,  April  19,  17o7. 

'  Randal  ffoldan,  James  Carder,  John  Eldridge,  Thomas  Fry,  and  Wes- 
ton Clarke, 
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CHAP,  named  by  Massachusetts  upon  this  c^uestion,  but  should 
■^'^'    she  refuse  to  act,  then  the  matter  was  to  be  referred  to  the 
lY07.    agent  in  England  to  procure  a  royal  order  for  settling  the 
^^}-     line.     A  letter  to  this  effect  was  sent  to  Dudley,  recom- 
mending also  the  mutual  discharge  of  prisoners,  by  which 
it  appears  that  retaliatory  measures  had  been  promptly 
taken  by  tlie  people  of  PrOTidence.     A  committee  was 
also  appointed  to  survey  and  plat  the  vacant  lands  in 
Narragansett,  in  order  to  theii'  better  settlement.     Massa- 
Hov.    chusetta   acted   at   once  upon  the   communication  from 
B-      Ehode  Island,  and  dischai'ged  the  prisoners. 

The  hostility   to  the  charter  governments  still  con- 
tinued, fei-mented  by  the  desire  of  Col.  Dudley  to  annex 
Ehode  Island  to  his  jurisdiction,  and  of  Lord  Comberry 
to  imitc  Connecticut  with  New  York.     The  Boai-d  of 
Ti-ade  presented  a  report  to  Parliament,  with  charges  pre- 
pai'ed  by  order  of  the  Queen,  against  these  two  colonies, 
28      and  supported  by  the  opinion  of  the  law  officers  of  the 
crown  that  a  royal  governor  might  legally  be  placed  over 
1707-8  them.     The  report  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
Jan.  6.  House  of  Lords,  who  called  for  the  papers  from  the  Board 
Pj-       of  Trade.     The  opinion  of  the  Attoniey  and  Solicitor  Gen- 
eral, rendered  the  next  day,  wlule  professing  to  concur 
with  that  given  thirteen  years  before  by  the  crown  officers 
of  the  preceding  reign,'  actually  goes  much  further  and 
declares  that  there  is  nothing  hi  the  charters  to  prcelnde 
the  appointment  of  a  royal  governor.'     Tortunately  for 
tlie  colonies,  no  action  was  taken  upon  this  report.     The 
master-spirit  of  Bellemont  had  passed  away,  and  the  pre- 
sent agitators  were  too  powerless,  or  too  distant  from  the 
court  to  pursue  their  advantage. 

It  appears  by  a  later  recoid  that  a  special  session  of 
the  Assembly  was  held  in  Febniary,  at  which  an  act  was 

'  See  Chap.  XII.  Vol.  I.  p.  628  of  thia  ivork. 

'  The  original  order  for  the  papers,  and  a.  copy  of  the  opinion,  are  in 
Br.  S.  P.  0.  Proprieties,  Tol.  ii.  pp.  IG,  IT.  The  latter  is  printed  iu  R.  I. 
Col.  Kec,  iv.  15. 
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passed  laying  a  duty  of  three  pounds  upon  every  negro  chap. 
Imported  into  the  colony.  Ko  record  of  this  session  re- 
mains  ;  but  the  subject  of  this  a«t  was  one  tliat  had  begim  1708, 
to  excite  much  attention  witli  the  home  government,  as 
well  as  in  the  colonies.  The  African  Slave  Trade,  pre- 
viously a  monopoly  of  the  Koyal  African  Company,  but 
which  had  been  opened  to  all  British  merchants  six  yeara 
"  before,  by  act  of  Parliament,  "  for  the  well  supplying  of 
the  plantations  and  colonies  witli  sufficient  numbers  of 
negroes  at  reasonable  prices,"  formed  the  subject  of  a  eir-  April 
cular,  addressed  by  the  Board  of  Trade  to  all  tlie  Ameri-  ^^^ 
can  colonies,  to  ascertain  the  exact  condition  of  that  trade, 
and  how  fai'  the  business  of  tlie  company  was  affected  by 
the  operations  of  separate  traders,'  The  first  replies  were 
to  embrace  the  nine  and  a  half  years  from  the  opening  of 
the  trade  to  the  past  Christmas,  after  which,  semi-annual 
reports  on  the  subject  were  recLuired,  and  so  important 
was  it  considered,  that  no  other  matter  was  to  be  mcluded 
in  these  oificial  records  of  tlie  slave  ti'ade.  By  the  reply 
of  Ehode  Island  we  Icai'n  that  but  one  vessel  liad  ever 
arrived  db-ecfc  from  the  coast,  and  that  was  two  years  pre-    1696. 

'  The  earliest  English  trade  with  Guinea  commenced  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  VI.  The  English  having  no  colonies  at  that  time,  the  trade  was 
chiefly  confined  to  gold  and  ivory.  The  first  organised  trading  company  to 
Africa  was  incorporated  in  30t1i  Ehzabeth.  Tbia  was  succeeded  by  the 
"  Company  of  Eoja!  Adventurers,"  chartered  in  1663,  which  was  so  unsuc- 
cessful that  in  ten  years  it  sold  out  to  a  new  company  called  the  Royal 
Albican  Company,  chartered  September  S7,  1672.  The  expense  of  main- 
tiuaing  forts  upon  the  coast,  and  the  lasses  sustained  through  wars  with 
the  rival  Dutch  and  French  companies,  led  Pai'liament  to  open  the  Irade 
to  all  roecchants  on  the  S4th  June,  1698,  for  a  term  of  It  years,  and  to  im- 
pose an  export  duty  of  10  per  cent,  on  all  goods  sent  to  Africa,  to  defray  the 
expense  to  the  company  of  keeping  up  the  forts.  The  cevenue  thus  de- 
rived was  insufficient  for  the  purpose.  Upon  the  expiration  of  the  act  in 
1T12,  the  people  required  that  the  trade  should  continue  open.  Compensa- 
tion was  long  afterward  made  to  the  compnjij  for  their  military  outky,  a 
new  "company  of  merchants  trading  to  Africa"  was  formed,  and  on  the 
loth  April,  1152,  the  Royal  African  Company  ceased  to  esist. 

The  circular  is  in  Br.  S.  P.  0.  Hantations  General,  vol.  xxxvii.  p.  166. 
Prmted  in  E.  I.  Col.  Kec,  iv.  63 
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CHAP;  vious  to  the  act  of  Parliament  referred  to.  She  brought 
,^^,  forty-scTen  slaves,  fourteen  of  whom  were  sold  in  the 
colony  at  thirty  to  thirty-five  poimds  each,  and  the  re- 
mainder -were  sent  by  land  to  Boston,  where  the  vessel 
l7oo.  was  owned.  Fonr  years  later,  three  slavers,  owned  in  Bar- 
badoes,  sailed  from  [Newport  for  the  coast  of  Africa.  Bar- 
badoe^  was  the  sotiree  whence  Ehode  Island  received  moat 
of  hei'  slaves.  "From  twenty  to  thirty  was  the  average 
annual  supply,  and  from  thirty  to  forty  pounds  each  the 
usual  price.  No  more  tlian  these  could  be  disposed  of, 
owing  "  to  the  general  dislike  our  plantei-s  have  for  them, 
by  reason  of  their  turbulent  and  unruly  tempera,"  to  the 
natural  increase  of  those  already  here,  and  "  to  the  inch- 
nation  of  our  people  in  general,  to  employ  white  servants 
before  negi'oee.'" 
1708.  The  Assembly  met  by  adjournment  at  Newport,  and, 

28  in  conformity  with  the  letter  from  the  Board  of  Trade  of 
the  previous  May,  ordered  a  census  of  the  whole  colony 
to  he  talien.  Thi3  was  the  first  general  census  ever  made 
in  Rhode  Island,  The  number  of  inhabitants  vos  found 
to  be  7,181,  of  whom  1,016  were  fi-eemen,  fifty-six  white, 
and  four  hundred  and  twenty-aix  black  eervanta,  and  the 
militia  force,  which  included  all  males  between  the  ages 
of  sixteen  and  sixty  yeare,  was  reported  at  1363.  Each 
of  these  was  required  to  provide  himself  with  a  musket, 

'  OrigiDal  in  Br.  S.  P.  0,  Proprieties,  vol  ii.,  p.  86.  Printed  in  K.  I. 
CoL  Rec.,  iy.,  64.  By  a  singular  coincidence,  while  the  nuthor  was  writing 
this  earliest  official  record  of  slavery  in  Rhode  Island,  "the  last  of  the  R.  I. 
slayea"  expired.  The  subjoined  newspaper  paragraph  oommenjo rates  the 
eyent.  "  Last  of  the  Rhode  Island  slatis.  James  Howland,  the  last  of 
the  Rhode  Island  slaves,  died  at  the  residence  of  John  Howland,  Jamestown, 
E.  I.,  on  the  8d  inst.,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  one  hundred  years.  He  had 
always  been  a  faithful  servant  in  the  Howland  family.  TJp  to  the  hour  of 
Ms  death  he  retdned  all  Ms  faculties  unimpaired,  and  on  the  night  of  Janu- 
ai'y  2d,  attended  to  his  usual  duties  about  the  house.  On  the  morning  of 
the  8d  he  arose,  dressed  himself,  and  iras  about  to  descend  the  stairs  from 
hia  chamber,  when  he  fainted,  and  expired  in  a  few  moments.  He  was  the 
last  of  the  Rhode  Island  slayes." — PronideTtce  Ihily  TrUmne,  Monday,  Janii- 
ary  10,  1BS9. 
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a  sword  or  bayonet,  a  cartridge  box,  one  poimd  of  pow-  chap. 
der,  and  four  pounds  of  ballets,  and  iipon  any  alarm  to  .^^^ 
repair  at  once  to  their  places  of  rendezvous,  subject  to  the    1708. 
orders  of  their  officers.'     A  tax  of  eight  htmdred  pounds 
waa  laid,  in  payment  of  which  Indian  com  was  to  be 
taken  at  two  shillings  a  bushel,  barley  at  one  and  eight 
pence,  ryo  at  two  and  six  pence,  oats  at  fourteen  pence, 
wheat  at  three  shillings,  and  wool  at  nine  pence  a  pound. 
The  registry  act  had  fallen  into  disuse  from  the  want  of 
a  penalty  attached  to  its  violation.     It  was  therefore  re- 
enacted,  with   a  siutable  fine  to  enforce  its  execution. 
Power  was  given  to  the  governor  and  council,  to  press 
vessels,  or  any  other  property,  into  the  pubHc  servicej 
should  an  emergency  require. 

The  general  election  made  no  important  changes  in  the  iiayB. 
list  of  officers.     The  session  was  chiefly  occupied  in  hear- 
ing cases  of  appeal  from  the  court  of  trials.     Tlie  ex]^)08ed 
condition  of  Block  Island,  constantly  in  danger  of  being 
again  attacked  by  the  French,  as  it  had  so  often  been 
daring  the  previous  war,  caused  the  A^enibly  to  pass  an 
act  for  its  defence.     A  quota  of  fifteen  men  was  voted,  to 
form  the  nucleus  of  a  gaiTison  upon  the  island.    To  estab- 
Hsh  a  uniform  valuefor  foreign  coins  in  the  colonies,  and 
to  encourage  trade  to  America,  engaged  the  attention  of      ^^ 
Parliament,  and  formed  the  subject  of  another  circular 
from  the  Board  of  Trade.'    Additional  instructions  to  the    jane 
several  colonial  governments  were  submitted  to  the  Queen.      29. 
These  related  to  the  Acts  of  Trade,  one  clause  of  which, 
requiring  plantation  produce  to  be  imported  into  the 
United  Kingdom  before  being  sent  tu  foreign  countries, 
had  been  constantly  violated  by  the  colonies.     Eice  and 
molasses  are  specially  named  as  having  been  thus  illegally 
exported.  The  instructions  were  approved  by  her  Majesty,  Julys. 
and  brought  out  by  Lord  Lovelace,  the  newly  appointed 

'  The  original  census  roll  ia  in  Br.  S,  P.  0.  Proprieties,  vol.  is.,  p.  89. 
Printed  in  E.  I.  Col.  Eee.,  iV.,  53. 

'  Br.  S,  P.  0,  Plantatione  General,  TOl.-suxTii.,  p.  181. 
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CHAP.  Buceessor    to    Lord    CornbeiTv    as    Governor   of    New 
^  Tori.- 

1708.  The  object  of  a  summer  session  of  the  Assembly,  held 

^3-  this  year,  is  not  apparent.  Tlie  record  of  its  proceedings, 
so  far  as  they  are  preserved,  is  art  exact  transcript  of  what 
was  done  in  April.' 

The  appearance  of  French  privateers  on  the  coast,  again 
called  forth  the  energy  and  naval  spirit  of  Rhode  Island. 
Intelligence  that  two  vessels  had  been  taken  at  Martha's 
Sept.  Vineyaa-d  was  received  at  Newport,  and  within  three 
^-  hoars  two  sloops,  commanded  by  Major  WiUiam  Wanton, 
and  Capt.  John  Cranston,  were  despatched  against  the 
enemy.  The  French  destroyed  tlieir  prizes,  and  putting 
to  sea,  escaped  after  a  twenty-four  hours'  chase.'  Public 
auctions  were  established  in  Newport  by  the  next  General 
Oct.  Assembly  held  at  Providence,  and  the  townsmen  were 
^"^^  empowered  to  select  a  "vendao  master"  to  conduct  them. 
A  eoinmittee  was  appointed  to  agree  with  Ninigret, 
Sachem  of  the  Niantics,  as  to  the  amonnt  and  location  of 
the  land  required  hy  his  tribe,  and  also  to  examine  into 
the  condition  of  Narragansett,  with  a  view  to  the  settle- 
ment of  a  new  town.  The  business  of  the  Assembly  as  a 
Court  of  Eq^uity  and  Appeals,  had  so  greatly  increased, 
that  a  tax  of  three  pounds  was  henceforth  required  to  be 
paid  by  every  appellant  before  his  case  should  be  heard, 
but  if  judgment  was  rendered  in  his  favor,  this  tax  was  to 
he  allowed  in  his  bill  of  costs.  No  war  measures  were 
proposed  at  this  session,  probably  because  sufficient  power 
bad  already  been  vested  in  the  coimcil,  for  defence  against 
the  enemy.     The  neighboring  colonies  were  active  in  this 

'  Ibid,  p.  211.     Printed  in  H.  I.  Col.  Eee.,  iv.,  91. 

'  Both  Bessions  are  reported  as  being  held  on  "the  last  Tuesday"  of  the 
month,  so  that  we  are  inclined  to  tliink  that  this  report  of  an  August  seaMon 
may  be  a  clerical  error  of  the  Recorder,  who  has  insertail  a  portion  of  the 
April  proceedings  twice,  and  headed  them  "  the  last  Tuesday  of  August " 
instead  of  April. 

'  Letters  of  Gov.  Cranston  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  Dec.  S,  1708,  in  Br. 
B.  P.  0.  Proprieties,  vol,  is.,  p.  88. 


„Google 


OOMMBECE  OF  SHODE  ISLAND,  35 

respect,  and  the  Connecticut  Assembly  appropriated  iifty  chap, 
pounds  "  for  the  bringing  up  and  maintaining  of  dogs  in  ,_^^,^, 
the  northern  frontier  towns  in  that  colony,  to  hunt  after  1708, 
the  Indian  enemy,'" 

To  the  several  letters  and  circulars  of  the  Boai-d  of  Decfi. 
Trade,  received  in  the  past  year,  Gov.  Cranston  wrote 
minute  replies,  and  forwarded  the  census  roll  and  com- 
mercial statistics  as  required.  Trom  those  we  learn  that 
the  amount  of  annual  exports  to  England,  sent  by  way 
of  Boston,  was  estimated  at  twenty  thousand  pounds. 
The  principal  direct  trade  was  to  the  "West  Indies,  With- 
in the  past  twenty  years  the  amount  of  shipping  had  in- 
creased six  fold,  owing  "  to  the  inclination  the  youth  on 
Ehode  Island  have  for  the  sea,"  because  the  whole  island 
was  already  taken  np  in  small  farms,  Thefactthatbuttwo 
or  three  of  our  vessels  had  ever  been  taken  by  the  enemy, 
by  reason  of  their  superior  sailing  qualities,  is  also  assign- 
ed as  a  cause  for  this  predilection ;  "  they  being  light  and 
sharp  for  runners,  so  that  very  few  of  the  enemy's  priva- 
teers, in  a  gale  of  wind,  will  run  or  outsail  one  of  c 
loaded  vessels."  Within  eleven  years,  eighty-four  v 
of  all  sizes,  from  ships  to  sloops,  had  been  built  in  the 
colony,'  twenty-nino  were  then  owned  here,  all  but  two 
or  tliree  of  them  in  Isfewport,  and  the  number  of  native 
seamen  was  one  hundred  and  forty .^ 

Wo  have  before  seen  that  Sabbatarian  views  prevailed 
to  such  an  extent  in  Newport,  that  two  weekly  market 

'  At  a  General  Assembly  held  at  New  HavGn,  Oct.  U,  1708.  Antiqu[- 
tles  of  Conn,,  838,  This  is  the  only  instance  we  know  of  in  New  England 
history  where  it  waa  proposed  to  use  dogs  to  hunt  down  the  Indians — a 
measure  fot  which  the  United  States  government  waE  so  serercly  and  justly 
condemned  during  the  Seminole  war. 

'  The  classes  of  Tessels  built  were  ahipB,  brigantines  and  sloops.  The 
schooner,  now  the  fevorite  rig  for  coasters,  was  as  jet  unknown.  It  is  a 
purely  American  invention  of  later  date.  The  first  schooner  was  launched 
at  Gloucester,  Mass.,  in  lTI4.    See  1  M.  H.  0.,  is,  284,  and  x,  196. 

*  Er,  S,  P,  0.  Proprieties,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  87—90.  H.  I.  Col.  Eec,  iv., 
BS— 80. 
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CHAP,  days  were  appointed  to  accommodate  those  who  kept  Sat- 
.^i^^  urday  as  the  proper  Sabhath.'     A  distinct  church  had 
1708.    been  formed  by  some  members  of  tlie  Baptist  Chiircli 
nnder  Dr.  Clarke,  aiid  othei's  ■who  held  these  sentiments, 
over  which  the  Bev.  "William  Hiscox  was  pastor.^    Pre- 
vioiTs  to  this  a  nmnber  of  the  memhers  of  Clarke's  ehnrch 
had  emigrated  to  Westerly,'  where  tliey  afterwards  em- 
braced the  Sabbatarian  doctrine,  and  this  year  organized 
the  second  church  of  that  order  in  the  colony,  in  what  is 
now  Hopkinton,,  mider  the  care  of  John  Masson,  jr.,  as 
elder.'     A  year  of  warlike  preparation  now  opened  tipon 
1708-9  tbe  colonies,     A  royal  order  was  issued  announcing  the 
Feb.     intended  invasion  of  Canada,  and  requirmg  aid  to  be  fur- 

■  nished  in  accordance  with  a  plan  submitted  by  Col.  Vetch, 
who  was  clothed  with  full  powers  to  arrange  the  cam- 

iToa,    paign.     Wharton,   a   London   Solicitor,  whom  William 
Mav.    Penn  had  employed  in  the  interest  of  Ehode  Mand,  dur- 

■  ing  Mb  agency,  at  forty  pounds  a  year,  had  given  such  sat- 
isfaction, that  the  GJeneral  Assembly  increased  his  annual 
salary  thirty  pounds  for  his  past  services,  and  appointed 
him  the  colony  agent  hereafter,  at  a  salary  of  eighty 
pounds.  This  arrangement  closed  the  official  connection 
between  Rhode  Island  and  the  celebrated  Penn.  A  tax 
of  five,  hundred  pounds  was  voted.  A  printing  press  was 
to  be  set  up  at  E'ewport,  and  a  public  printei'  was  ap- 
pointed, for  the  first  time,  at  this  session.  One  Bradford, 
whose  father  was  a  printer  in  !N"ew  York,  proposed  "  to 
find  paper  and  print  all  things  that  may  relate  to  the 
colony  and  government,  for  fifty  pounds  per  annum,  if  it 
be  but  for  one  year  or  two."  The  proposal  was  accepted 
for  one  year.  The  new  Assembly  were  fully  occupied  in 
preparing  for  the  Canada  expedition,  as  required  by  the 
Queen's  letter.     A  war  tax  of  one  thousand  pounds  was 

'  In  May,  16'?'?.     See  vol.  i.,  eliap.  x.,  p.  4ST. 

"  In  1611.     Elton's  Callender,  119. 

'  In  1666.    Ibid, 

*  Seventh  Day  Baptist  Memorinl,  -vol.  i.,  p.  52. 
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levied,  and  a  special  c 


eil  of  war  was  appointed  to  aid  CHAP. 


the  governor.'     Capt.  Edward  Hiurston  was  chosen  com- 
missary, to  provide   all  military  stores  for  the  colony.  Mayi. 
Provision  was  made  to  entertain  the  Queen's  messenger, 
Col.  Vetch,  and  the  conunander-in-chief,  Gen,  IRicholson, 
former  Lientenant-Govemor  of  New  York,  under  Andros, 
at  the  public  charge.     Two  vessels  for  war  purposes  were 
purchased  by  the  colony,  and  several  transports  provided 
to  carry  the  troops  to  Boston.     Two  hundred  effective 
men  were  ecLuipped  and  drilled  for  the  seiwice  in  little 
.  more  than  one  month,  and  sailed  for  Nantasliet,  the  rcn-    jnne 
dezvons  of  the  fleet,  where  they  arrived  in  three  days.      ^^■ 
There  they  were  destined  to  remain  forflve  months,  under 
pay  by  the  colony,  but  inactive  owing  to  the  non-an'ival 
of  the  British  fleet  with  which  they  were  to  co-operate. 
The  colony  sent  a  congi'atulatory  address  to  Nicholson,      3ij-_ 
who  was  to  command  the  land  forces,  fifteen  hxmdred 
sti'ong,  raised  in  the  provinces  west  and  south  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  Gov.  Cranston  wrote  him  a  private  letter  at 
the  same  time,  in  which  he  refers  to  his  generosity  in  aid- 
ing the  churches  ;  Nicholson  having  been  a  liberal  patron 
of  Trinity  chiych  at  its  foundation."     Another  tax  of  one 
thousand  pounds  was  voted  at  the  next  session,  and  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  public  lands  in  Narragansett  were    j^^g^ 
also  appropriated  to  the  Canada  expedition.'     The  imae-     si. 
countable  delay  in  the  amval  of  the  promised  fleet  from 
England,  without  which  the  great  efforts  of  the  colonies 
must  prove  fruitless,  caused  a  meeting  of  all  the  govern 
ors  to  consult  witli  Vetch  and  Nicholson.     This  occasioned    sept_ 
a  special  session  of  the  Assembly  to  be  convened  at  liings-     so. 
town,  at  which  a  committee  of  eleven  persons,  five  from 

'■  It  ooneiated  of  Major  William  Wanton,  Majoc  Henry  Tew,  Col.  John 
Wanton,  Job  Almj,  nnd  Capt.  John  Brown, 

'  New  York  Colonial  MSa  Uii,,  104.     K,  I.  Col.  Rec,  iv.  Is. 

'  The  report  of  the  committee  on  these  lands  subsequentlj  made,  shows 
tho  amount  of  £3,795  15s  lOd,  received  for  Ihem,  at  the  rate  of  ahont 
Is  6rf  per  aerc,  or  18i  cents. 
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CHAP,  each  house,  "with  the  deputy  governor,  was  appointed  to 
3"!;.  assist  the  governor  at  the  meeting,  and  the  full  powers  of 
ivoe,    the  Assembly  were  delegated  to  them.    As  this  congress 
9.^     was  ahout  to  meet,  news  ai'rived  from  England  of  the 
defeat  of  the  allies  in  Spain,  and  the  consequent  withdrawal 
of  the  fleet  designed  against  Canada.     An  addi'eaa  to  the 
Queen  was   adopted,  urging  the  unportance  of  reducing 
the  French  in  North  America,  and  praying  assistance  for 
that  purpose.^     A  few  days  later  the  Rhode  Island  As- 
26.     semhly  met  at  Warwick,  and  dishanded  the  troops  and 
transports  which  all  this  time  had  been  idly  waiting  near 
Boston,     The  expenses  of  this  fniitless  effort  had  fallen 
heavily  upon  all  the  colonies.     Connecticut,  New  York, 
and  New  Jersey,  following  the  example  of  Massatjhusetts, 
twenty  years  before,  during  the  fii'st  expedition  against 
Canada,  of  issuing  bills  of  credit,  now  put  out  their  first 
paper  money.     Ehode  Island  was  soon  to  commit  the 
1709-10  same  serious   error.     Her  expenses  had   exliausted  the 
^^q'    heavy  tax  already  voted  for  the  year,  and  at  an  adjourned 
session  of  the  Assembly,  a  further  tax  of  twelve  hundred 
pounds  was  made.    The  price  of  all  produce  had  risen, 
from  the  increased  demand  for  military  purposes. 
1710.  The  same  officers  were  re-chosen  at  the  general  clec- 

"'^y  ^'  tion.  Although  so  great  efforts  had  heen  made  the  past 
year  against  the  T'rench,  and  without  success,  yet  the  war 
spii-it  remained  undiminished.  Ma^aehusetts  urged  Con- 
necticut and  Rhode  Island  to  nnite  in  fitting  out  an  armed 
June  vessel  to  cruise  for  the  protection  of  trade  south  of  Cape 
Ood.  A  second  attempt  against  Port  Royal,  destined  to 
be  more  successful  than  that  of  three  years  before,  was  pro- 

'  Tbia  meeting  of  tiie  governors  whs  called  by  Col.  Vetch  to  nesemble  at 
New  London,  but  Newport  waa  thought  to  be  more  con-venient,  bo  the  mem- 
bera  met  there,  but  for  some  cause  adjourned  U>  Eehoboth.  It  was  called 
for  l]ie4Bi  of  Oct.,  but  did  not  meet  till  the  12th  or  later;  and  was  oyer  be- 
fore the  IBth.  The  delay  was  for  the  sake  of  heaving  from  England,  and  the 
news  ceoeiyed  deprired  the  eongcesa  of  the  oppoctunity  of  doing  any  thing 
of  importance  except  adopting  the  Address  to  the  Queen.  Historical  Maga- 
Klne,  ToL  iii.,  p.  123. 
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posed.  Gov.  Cranston  convened  the  Assembly  by  special  CHAP, 
warrant.  A  recess  of  five  days  was  taken,  after  which  ,.5!^ 
they  voted  to  eqnip  one  himdred  and  fifty-five  men,  with  IVIO. 
stores  for  three  months,  and  the  neeeseary  transports  for  "^^ 
the  expedition.'  To  meet  the  extraordinary  expenses  thus  80. 
incurred,  Rhode  Island  adopted  the  plan  pursued  by  her 
neighbors.  An  act  for  issuing  biUs  of  credit  was  passed. 
Five  thousand  poimds,  in  denominations  from  five  pound 
to  two  shilling  bills  were  issued,  signed  the  sixteenth  of 
August,  and  to  be  ec[ual  in  value  to  current  silver  of  New 
England,  which  was  eight  shillings  to  the  ounce.  The 
body  of  the  bills  recited  that  they  should  be  received  for 
all  payments  due  to  the  treasury.  A  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  sign  them.  They  were  to  be  redeemed  in  specie 
at  the  end  of  five  years,  and  were  secured  by  an  annual 
tax  of  one  thousand  pounds,  levied  solely  for  this  purpose. 
It  was  declared  felony  to  counterfeit  or  deface  them. 
Thus  commenced  in  Khode  Island  a  system  of  paper 
money  issues  fraught  with  disaster  to  the  commercial  in- 
terests of  the  colony,  whose  baleful  influence  was  to  extend 
over  nearly  a  century,  distracting  alike  the  political,  finan- 
cial, and  even  the  social  condition  of  the  people,  and 
which  was  to  be  the  occasion  of  most  bitter  partisan  strife 
long  after  the  revolutionary  war  had  left  us  an  independ- 
ent State.  If  we  except  the  principles  upon  which  the 
colony  was  founded,  and  which,  from  their  intrinsic  truth, 
have  since  become  universal,  this  adoption  of  the  paper 
money  system  is  perhaps  the  first  act  of  our  colonial  legis- 
lation, whose  infiuence  extends  beyond  the  period  of  inde- 
pendence. 

The  council  of  war  called  upon  Rhode  Island  for  more 
troops,  and  urged  that  two  hundred  men  be  sent  from  this 
colony.  This  was  much  more  than  her  proportion,  biit 
was  promptly  allowed  by  the  General  Assembly  at  a     j4_' 


'  The  apportionment  of  this  force  among  the  towae,  their 

rates  of  pay, 

id  the  liBt  of  stores  provided,  are  detailed  ia  the  seTeral  act 

s  of  this  sea- 

on.    See  R.  I.  Col.  Eec,  iv.  93—96,  98. 
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CHAP,  special  seeaion  held  for  thia  purpose,  and  the  draft  for  the 

^^^'     additional  forty-five  men  was  appointed  among  the  towns. 

1710.  Lest  this  volvmtaiy  increase  of  the  quota  should  he  talten 
as  a  precedent  in  future,  it  was  resolved  to  addr^s  the 
Queen  upon  the  subject.  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  Cran- 
ston was  appointed  to  command  the  Ehode  Island  forces, 
and  another  transport  was  taken  up  to  convey  the  new 
levies.  The  fleet,  consisting  of  twelve  ships  of  war,  and 
twenty-four  transporta,  of  which  fourteen  were  in  the  pay 
of  Massachusetts,  two  of  New  Hampshire,  three  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  five  of  Connecticut,  with  five  regiments,  the 

Sept.    whole  under  command  of  Gen.   Nicholson,  sailed  from 

of'     Nantasket  for  Port  Royal,  where  they  arrived  in  six  days. 

One  of  the  Connecticut  transports,  the  Mary,  was  wrecked 

Oct.  S.  and  twenty-six  men  were  drowned.  Tlie  fort  surrendered 
after  g,  short  siege,  in  which  the  Enghsli  loss  was  only 
fourteen  or  fifteen  men.  The  name  of  the  port  was 
changed  to  Aimapolis  Eoyal,  Col.  Yetch  was  left  in 
command  of  the  garrison,  and  tlie  fleet  returned  in,  tri- 
umph to  Boston.'  Great  was  tlie  joy  throughout  New 
England  at  this  important  succe^,  and  a  gratuity  was 
voted  to  Major  George  Lee,  who  brought  the  news  to 
Ehode  Island. 
2B.  To  give  greater  value  to  the  bills  of  credit,  the  Assem- 

bly voted  to  receive  them  in  payment  of  taxes,  at  five  per 
cent,  premium.  A  fiu'ther  issue  of  one  thousand  pounds 
in  these  bills  was  ordered.  The  pressure  of  business  at 
the  Court  of  Trials  had  become  so  great,  and  the  causes 
often  so  trifling,  that  the  plan,  wliich  for  two  years  had 
been  puraiied  by  the  Court  of  Appeals,  was  adopted,  re- 
quii-ing  a  fee  before  entering  any  case  upon  the  docket. 
Eive  shillings  were  hereafter  to  be  paid  by  the  plaintifi', 
upon  commencing  an  action,  to  he  returned  to  him  if  he 
recovered  his  suit.  Much  difficulty  was  caused  by  the 
arbitrary  conduct  of  tlie  revenue  oflicers  in  exacting  unu- 

'  EutcUnaon's  Mass.,  ii.,  ISl. 
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Bnal  fees,  and  in  allowing  but  one  port  of  entiy  for  each  chap, 
colony,  thus  Bubjecting  shipmasters  to  needless  trouble, 
often  injuriouB  to  tlieir  small  trade,  in  obtaining  their 
papers.  Ehode  Island  established  a  table  of  fees,  and  en- 
forced tlie  statute  with  severe  penalties,  Tlie  subject  was 
communicated  to  the  Board  of  Ti-ade  by  Gov.  Cranston,  Ifov. 
enclosing  a  copy  of  the  act,  asking  its  confirmation  by  the 
Board,  and  also  that  the  coUeetors  be  rec[uired  to  appoint 
deputies  at  each  trading  port,' 

Again  the  Assembly  was  convened  hj  the  governor's  aT. 
warrant,  it  being  the  sixth  eeseion  held  during  the  year. 
The  law  against  counterfeiting  bills  of  credit  did  not  em- 
brace those  issued  by  the  other  New  England  govern- 
ments. Tliese  were  now  included  in  a  new  act  of  the 
same  nature,  and  provision  for  the  exti'adition  of  counter- 
feiters was  made.  Another  issue  of  one  thousand  pounds 
was  ordered,  and  a  tax  to  redeem  tliat  amount  of  bills 
was  levied.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  were  sent  to 
England  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  colony. 

The  subject  of  education,  and  otlier  domestic  regula- 
tions pertained  to  the  towns.  In  ;N"ewport  schools  and  high- 
ways received  much  attentioii.  The  pubHc  school  was 
placed  in  charge  of  the  town  council,  and  a  place  was  pro- 
vided for  Mr.  Galloway  to  open  a  Latin  school.  The 
first  town  crier  was  appointed  tliis  yeai-.  A  survey  and  "w-"- 
plat  of  the  town  were  made,  and  the  council  was  required  31.' 
to  give  names  to  the  streets  and  alleys.  Liberty  was 
granted  to  take  limestone  from  the  rocks  in  the  harbor, 
to  be  made  into  lime.^  In  Providence  the  bridges  were 
the  chief  object  of  attention,  and  often  recLuired  the  action 
of  the  legislature,'  Feb, 

The  Board  of  Trade  favorably  received  the  letter  of      ^''■ 
Gov.  Cranston,  and  in  their  reply  required  a  copy  of  the 

'  Origmal,  with  atteEted  copy  of  the  Act  sinl  Table  of  Pees,  in  Br.  S.  P. 
0.  Proprieties,  vol.  is.,  pp.  7,  8.     E,  I.  Col.  Eec,  iv.  108. 
'  Ball's  Memoir  of  E.  I.,  1710—11, 
'  Staple's  Annals,  186. 
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CHAP,  laws  of  the  colony  to  1)0  sent  to  tliem,  witli  the  i 
^^^-    for  any  that  might  be  of  a  special  character.'     Tlie  As- 
1711.    sembly  accordingly  ordered  the  laws  to  be  prepai-ed  for 
^^S'^   the  press.     They  also  relieved  all  river  craft,  ti'ading  as 
far  as  Connecticut,  from  paying  custom  duea,  and  enacted 
that  for  free  goods  the  officers  ehonld  receive  no  fees. 
The  northern    boundary,   after  much    negotiation,  had 
been,  as  was  supposed,  satisfactorily  adjusted."    The  two 
commiBsioners  were  paid  for  their  services,  and  surveyors 
were  appointed  to  run  out  the  line  in  accordance  with  the 
articles  of  agreement  which  had  been  prepared.     But  this 
t  proved  not  to  be  final  or  satisfactory.     Maa- 
s  still  claimed  the  land  lying  north  of  Pawtucket 
May  2.  Eiver ;  so  that  several  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  tract  pe- 
titioned tlie  Assembly  to  sustain  them  in  their  rights  as 
citizens  of  Rhode  Island,  and  the  governor  was  directed 
to  prohibit  the  exercise  of  any  other  authority  than  that 
of  this  colony  within  the  line  recently  established.     Tlie 
disputed  ten-itory  was  placed  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
Providence,  and  the  officers  of  that  town  were  recLuirod 

'  Rr.  S.  P.  0.  Proprieties,  -vol.  xxx.,  p.  262,  E-  I.  Col.  Rec,  Iv.  109, 
'  The  R.  I.  Committee  reported,  Feb.  28,  1709—10,  tliat  when  they  met 
the  Maea.  men,  it  lyas  foiind  tint  tliese  had  not  BufBcient  power  to  complete 
the  business.  Theyhadthereforerantbelinebjthemselves.  TheAssembly, 
at  that  seaaon,  desiring  a  mutual  agreement,  requested  Maas.  to  fully  em- 
power their  committee.  This  was  not  done,  but  Col.  Dudley  intimated  tbat 
if  Major  Joseph  Jenckes  was  oommieaioned  for  the  purpose,  they  two  could 
agree  npou  a  Bflttletneot.  Jenebes  was  accordingly  invested  with  full 
power  for  six  months  to  treat  with  Dudley,  July  30,  1710,  upon  the  lipe 
from  Pawtueket  Falls  north  to  Maas.  south  line,  and  thence  west  to  Conn. 
At  the  October  session,  Jenckes  waa  authorized  to  settle  with  Dudley  on 
any  other  terms  that  he  might  think  proper.  E.  I.  was  anxious  for  an  ad- 
justment. Ill  November,  Capt.  Samuel  Wilkinson  waa  joined  with  Jenckes 
in  the  commia^on,  and  on  19th  Jinuary  articles  of  settlement  between  the 
two  colonies  were  drawn  up,  which  being  reported  at  this  session,  March 
21,  1711,  were  accepted,  and  Major  JencI  os  and  John  Mumford  were  ap- 
pointed to  run  the  hne  in  accordance  therewith  For  some  reaison  thia  was 
not  done  at  that  time.  May  25  1H1  the  Mass  A'isy.  appointed  a  com- 
Diittoe  to  can'y  out  the  agreemei  t  and  the  ne\t  year,  May,  1716,  R.  I. 
act  with  them 
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to  prevent  any  encroachment  upon  its  limits.     "Westerly  chap. 
■was  entitled  to  only  two  deputies,  but  for  some  cause  eer-  ^^^ 
tifieateswere  given  bytlie  town  elerktofour.     The  return    ITU. 
was  declared  void,  and  a  new  election  ordered  to  be  held  ^^J^- 
forthwith.     Tlie  three  bridges  on  the  high  road  laid  out 
through  tlie  colony  from  Pawtuchet  Elver  to  Pawcatuek, 
over  which  the  travel  from  Boston  to  I^ew  York  chiefly 
passed,  one  at  Pawtuctet,  one  at  TVeyboeset,  now  Market 
square  in  Providence,  and  one  at  Pawtnxet,  had  been  built 
and  kept  in  repair  by  private  contribution  in  the  several 
colonies  interested  in  their  maintenance.    They  required 
rebuilding,  and  an  appropriation  of  two  hundred  pounds 
was  mtide  for  this  pni'pose,  to  be  added  to  the  sum  raised 
by  subscription.     An  act  passed  at  this  time  for  raising  a 
troop  of  horse  in  the  mainland  towns.     This  was  tlie  third 
cavalry  corps  organized  in  the  colony,  and  the  b 
this  portion  of  it.' 

Gov.  Cranston  informed  Dudley  of  the  I 
tion  in.  regai'd  to  the  disputed  temtory,  whereupon  the    ji^^ 
legialatui'e  of  M^aehnsetts  voted  to  refer  the  matter  to     14. 
the  Queen,  and  meanwhile  to  resist  the  authority  of  Ehode 
Island,  forbidding  the  inhabitants  from  submitting  thereto.' 
After  the  capture  of  Port  Eoyal,  General  Nicholson, 
who,  in  the  preceding  autumn,  had  gone  to  England  to 
secure  aid  for  that  expedition,  encouraged  by  his  foi-mer 
success,  made  a  second  voyage  to  urge  the  miniatiy  to 
send  out  a  still  larger  force  this  year  for  the  conquest  of 
Canada.     To  the  surprise  and  delight  of  tlie  colonies,  this 
mission  waa  also  successful.     Nicholson  liimself  brought 
the  news  to  Boston,  and  a  few  days  later,  while  a  conven- 
tion of  governors  was  held  at  New  London  to  plan  the     21. 
campaign,  the  fleet  arrived.     The  exertions  of  the  colonists     24 
surpassed  all  they  had  hitherto  made.     A  great  deal  was 
to  be  done  in  a  short  time,  for  the  fleet  had  come  without 

'  The  first  was  on  the  island,  Aug.,  1667,  prior  to  which  the  mounted 
men  were  not  orEanized;  the  second  was  on  the  mainland,  Oct.,  1682. 
'  Moss.  Files,  rol.  iii.,  p,  36,  in  E.  I.  H.  S. 


>v  Google 


44  HI9T0HY    OF    TOE    STATE    OF    RHODE 

CHAP.  pi'ovisiouB,  and  two  armies  were  to  be  equipped  at  once. 
■     All  the  legislatures  were  conveued,  and  the  most  energetic 

1711.  measures  adopted.  Letters  of  thanks  were  everywhere 
voted  to  the  Queen  and  to  Gen,  Nicholson  for  theu-  zeal  in 
defence  of  the  colonies.  Still  there  was  a  suspicion  that 
the  Torj  ministry  of  Ann  intended  some  injury  to  New 
England,  where  the  people  were  all  "Whigs ;   and  the 

Jane  result  tended  to  confirm  tliis  opinion.  Ehode  Island 
2^-  raised  a  hundred  and  seventy-nine  men,  and  furnished 
vessels  and  stores  for  the  expedition.  The  one  thousand 
pounds  provided  to  meet  the  bills  of  credit,  were  diverted 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  wai',  and  an  additional  issue 
of  bills  to  the  amount  of  six  thousand  pounds  was 
made.'  By  unparalleled  exertions,  in  little  more  than  a 
month,  every  thing  was  ready,  and  the  fleet,  consisting  of 
fifteen  ships  of  wai-,  and  forty  transports  under  conimaud 

Mj    of  Sir  Hovendon  Walker,  with  an  army  of  five  British 

^'*"     and  two  colonial  regiments,  amounting  to  nearly  seven 

thousand  men,  under  Brigadier  Hdl,  sailed  from  Boston. 

On  the  same  day  Nicholson  began  his  journey  for  Albany, 

to  take  command  of  the  colonial  amiy  that  was  to  march 

Aug.  against  Montreal.'  The  fleet  entered  the  St.  Lawrence 
'  safely,  and  there  waited  six  days  for  the  an-ival  of  the 
23.  transports.  Two  days  afterwai'ds  a  violent  atomi  caused 
the  loss  of  so  many  Tessels,  with  nearly  a  thousand  men, 
that  the  expedition  was  abandoned.  The  time  lost  in 
Gaspee  Bay  would  have  sufliced  to  reach  Quebec.  Nichol- 
son received  news  of  the  disaster  before  reaching  Lake 
Champlain,  and  immediately  returned  with  his  army.  It 
was  attempted  to  throw  the  blame  of  this  failure  upon  tlie 
colonies,  who  were  the  severest  sufferers  by  it,  not  only  on 
account  of  their  eiForfs  in  fitting  the  expedition,  but  also 

'  The  apportionment  of  this  force,  the  prices  and  nmouat  of  provMons, 
and  the  pay  of  troops  for  the  Canada  expedition,  are  detiuled  in  the  eeveral 
acts  of  this  eeaaioii.     R.  I.  Co!,  Ego.,  iv.,  120 — 1. 

'  The  strength  of  this  force  is  varioualy  stated.    Trumbull  n; 
as  4,000  men.    Hildreth  says  2,800,  of  whom  BOO  were  Indiana. 
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from  the  exposure  to  French  and  Indian  invasion  with  chap. 
wMch  they  were  now  threatened.  -^^^^^ 

An  adjourned  session  of  the  Assembly  was  held  at    l7ll. 
Newport,     "Wharton,  the  Solicitor  of  Sir  William  Penn    ^s- 
had  died,  and  Penn,  as  agent  of  the  colony,  was  rectuested 
to  make  ont  the  acconnt  with  the  widow.     A  Massachu- 
setts officer  attempting  to  exercise  authority  in  that  part 
of  Attleboro'  claimed  by  Hhode  Island,  was  seized,  and    Oct. 
required  to  give  bonds  to  appear  at  the  Com't  of  Tibials  in     ^^■ 
Warwick.     The  legislature  of  that  province   appointed 
counsel  to  conduct  the  defence,  and  to-  assert  their  claim 
to  the  whole  of  Attleboro'  as  a  pai't  of  the  ancient  domain 
of  Plymouth.' 

All  the  colonic  adopted  addresses  to  the  Queen,  set- 
ting forth  their  exertions,  and  desiring  another  expedition 
to  be  sent  the  next  year  against  Canada.  That  of  Ehode 
Island  was  prepared  by  the  governor  and  council.  Tlie  24. 
Assembly  met  at  "Warwick,  to  consider  propositions  for 
retaining  the  alliauce  of  the  Pive  Nations,  who  were  sus- 
pected of  a  design  to  join  the  French.  It  was  decided 
that  Ehode  Island  should  bear  her  part  with  the  rest  in 
this  object,  and  a  committee  of  two  from  each  house'  was 
chosen  to  assist  the  governor  in  the  matter.  A  loan  of 
three  hundred  pounds  in  bills  of  credit,  for  four  yeai-a, 
without  interest,  was  voted  to  James  Green  for  services 
rendered  twenty-five  yeai-s  before,  and  an  issue  of  new  bills 
to  that  amount  was  ordered.  At  the  subsecLuent  session,  "i^'-?^ 
more  important  measures  were  adopted.  The  navigation  ar,' 
act,  that  constant  source  of  annoyance  to  Ehode  Island, 
had  been  practically  annulled  by  clandestine  traders  in 
several  Important  particulars.  To  secure  its  better  en- 
forcement and  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  people,  a  law 
was  passed  requiring  all  persons  resident  for  three  months 
in  the  colony  and  intending  to  leave,  to  advertise  their  in- 

'  Mass.  Files,  MS.  toI.  ii.,  fol.  116.    K.  I.  H.  S. 

'  Joseph  Jenokea  and  Rimdall  Ilolden  of  the  Council,     Natliaiiiul  Slitf- 
field  and  Benjamin  Bllery  of  Hie  Aesemblj. 
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CHAP,  tention  ten  days  "beforehand,  so  that  their  creditors  might 
___^  have  due  notice.'  A  certificate  that  ihia  had  been  done 
iTii-12.  -was  to  be  presented  to  some  officer  in  Newpoi-t  before  a 
permit  to  embark  eovdd  be  obtained.  Shipmasters  im- 
porting slaves  into  the  colony,  were  required  to  fumieh  a 
sworn  manifest,  with  fall  details,  and  to  pay  three  poimds 
for  each  negro,  and  two  pounds  for  an  Indian,  before  be- 
ing allowed  to  land.  These  acts  were  enforced  with 
severe  penalties,  and  all  shipmasters  were  required  to  give 
bonds  in  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  at  the  naval  ofHce,  for 
their  proper  observance  of  them.  The  earliest  Quarantine 
act  in  Rhode  Island  was  passed  at  this  time,  to  prevent 
the  inti'odnction  of  small-pox,  which  had  several  times 
broken  out  in  E"ewport.  The  statute  of  limitations,  qttiet- 
ing  land  titles  after  twenty  years'  possession,  the  basis  of 
the  present  State  law  upon  the  subject,  was  also  enacted. 
The  Chancery  powers  of  the  Assembly,  which  had  been 
questioned  seven  years  before  in  that  body,  were  recon- 
sidered at  this  session,  owing  to  the  reversal  in  England 
of  a  decision  made  by  them  upon  appeal  from  the  Court 
of  Ti'ials,  in  a  question  of  land  title,  which  was  afterward 
heard  before  the  Koyal  Council.  The  act  constitnting 
the  Assembly  a  Court  of  Chancery  was  repealed,  and  the 
intention  of  erecting  a  proper  Chancery  Court  was  de- 
clared ;  but  appeals  "  by  way  of  petition,"  for  relief  m 
matters  cognizable  by  the  Assembly,  were  still  to  be 
allowed.  The  sealer  of  weights  and  measures,  complained 
that  they  varied  from  those  of  the  adjacent  colonies,  and 
proposed  tlie  introdnction  of  metallic  in  place  of  wooden 
standards  of  misasnre,  as  being  more  exact.  He  was  em- 
1713.  powered  to  obtain  such,  and  to  adjust  them  with  those  of 
^y  ^'  Mafisachusetts.  Tlie  present  yeai'  was  one  of  very  Httle 
historical  importance,  and  we  may  therefore  feel  less 
regi-et  at  the  loss  of  the  colony  records,  of  which  only 
those  of  the  spring  session  are  preserved.     "No  warlike  en- 

'  A  similar  iast  exUta  at  this  Say  iu  Buebih. 
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terprise  being  contemplated,  tlie  ship  "belonging  to  the  CHAP, 
colony  was  sold.    The  request  for  a  bridge  near  Pawca-  „^^ 
tuck  Eiver,  to  be  built  by  contribution,  was  allowed.    1T12. 
Bridges  and  femes  were  frequent  subjects  of  legislation.' 
The  latter  was  the  only  matter  of  public  interest  sicted 
xipon  at  the  adjourned  session,  when  the  conditions  and    Jnie 
ratea  of  ferriage  were  prescribed  by  statute,  and  the  whole 
care  of  the  ferries  was  placed  in  charge  of  a  eommittee. 

The  war  of  the  Spanish  succession,  known  also  as  ITIS. 
Queen  Anne's  war,  which  had  lasted  for  eleven  years,  was 
drawing  to  a  close.  The  prestige  of  British  arms  had  been 
secui'ed  by  the  genius  of  Marlborough.  The  balance  of 
power,  that  old  idea  of  transatlantic  diplomacy,  bo  rashly 
attempted  only  a  few  years  ago  by  European  statesmen 
to  be  applied  to  the  "Western  Continent,  was  satisfactorily  .-^P^ 
adjusted,  on  what  appeared  to  be  a  pei-manent  basis,  by 
the  ti'eaty  of  Uti'ccht.  Tlie  ratifications  were  promptly 
exchanged  by  the  belligerent  parties  a  few  days  later,  and 
peace  once  more  snuled  upon  an  exhausted  world.  Tlie  28. 
last  war  of  religious  and  political  principle  was  ended. 
A  new  era  had  commenced.  Commercial  privilege  hence- 
forth u  surped  the  throne  of  priestly  and  kingly  prerogative. 
Trade  was  to  be  the  battle  cry  in  future  contests.  Mer- 
cantile adventure  and  territorial  aggrandizement  were 
soon  to  become  the  occasion  and  the  object  of  further 
strife,  and  colonial  affairs,  the  conflict  for  the  possession 
of  tlio  "Western  world,  were  ere  long  to  assume  an  impor- 
tance hitherto  unknown.     By  the  peace  of  Utrecht  tlie 

'  Got.  Craafitoa  communicated  to  the  Assembly,  Feb.  27,  1111—12,  a 
letter  from  Josepli  Jenckes,  stating  that  parties  in  Mass.  would  aid  in  erect- 
ing the  bridge  at  Pawtucket,  wberenpon  a  letter  waa  written  to  Mass.  on 
the  subject.  On  the  20th  March,  lliat  colony  appointed  a  committee  to 
select  a  location  for  the  bridge.  The  next  year  this  eommittee  reported. 
May  29,  1713,  the  best  ate  to  be  at  the  Falls.  The  bridge  was  there  built 
at  a  cost  of  £223  14s.  Ud.,  of  which  sum  Maes,  piud  out  of  the  public  treas- 
ury £111  17a.  SJd,  as  appears  by  a  later  record  of  her  General  Court,  and 
afterwards,  June  14,  1716,  reeolved  to  lay  out  a  highway  within  that  pro- 
vince, leading  to  the  Eud  bridge. 
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CHAP,  crowns  of  France  and  Spain  were  forever  dieiuiitcd.  Prot- 
,^^  eetant  ascendency  and  the  peaceful  aceesBion  of  the  House 
1713.  of  Hanover  were  Becnred  to  England.  Acadia,  henceforth 
known  as  Nova  Scotia,  M"ewfoiuidland,  and  Hudson's 
Bay  were  given  np  to  the  British  crown,  and  continental 
boundaries  were  defined  very  nearly  ae  they  exist  at  the 
present  time.  But  two  evils,  destined  to  swell  to  colossal 
magnitude,  grew  out  of  this  brilliant  and  decisive  war ; 
the  national  debt  of  England,  and  the  increased  stimulus 
given  to  the  slave  trade.  A  debt  of  fifty  millions  sterling 
was  the  burden  entailed  upon  the  British  nation  to  this 
day,  in  return  for  the  glory  that  their  fathers  won  in  this 
memorable  straggle.  Spain,  stripped  of  her  continental 
provinces,  and  losing  npon  her  own  soil  the  stronghold  of 
Gibraltar,  retained  her  colonial  possessions  under  circura- 
Btances  disastrous  alike  to  herself  and  to  her  concLuerors. 
The  assiento,  a  contract  with  the  old  French  Guinea  com- 
pany for  furnishing  Spanish  America  with  negro  slaves, 
which  had  been  in  operation  for  eleven  years,  was  con- 
veyed to  the  English  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  con- 
signed to  the  South  Sea  Company,  who  thereby  agreed  to 
land  forty-eight  hundred  slaves  anmially  for  thirty  years, 
or  144,000  Africans,  in  the  !N"ew  "World.  By  this  treaty 
England  became  the  great  slave  trader  of  Christendom, 
and  from  the  spoils  of  African  humanity,  pei'petuated  the 
system  of  bondage  over  both  Americas. 


APPENDIX    H. 
ADMIKALTY  ACT  OF  RHODE  ISLAND,  PA&SED  JANUAEY  7,  16H4  '6. 

(fEOM  HEITISn  STATE   PAPER  OFriCIi.      riWPElETIES,  TOL.  7.) 


,pp  ivuBitas  Captain  John  Hore  commander  of  the  Dublin  frigate  of 

H. '    Jamaica  hath  hy  yirtae  of  his  commissioa  granted  hy  the  Eight 
honored  Sir  "W".  Beeatow,  Knt,  their  Maj"*.  Lieut-Gov'.,  Commander 
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in.  chief  in  and  orer  tiieir  Island  of  Jamaica,  and  otter  tlie  territories  CHAP, 
depending  thereon  in  America,  and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  same,  bearing  Sill, 
date  the  Slst  day  of  January,  1634,  hath  taken  a  Prize  from  the  "Tpp^ 
French,  his  Msj*.  publiok  Enemies,  snhjects  to  the  French  King,  aa  j[_ 
appeai-a  by  evidence  of  the  Boatswain,  Quarter-Maater  of  the  said 
Prize,  and  prays  condemnation  of  said  Prize  and  goods  nnto  her  be- 
longing, of  tie  honored  ttov'.  of  their  MaJ^  Colony  of  Khode  Island 
and  Providence  Plantations,  and  the  Gov".  Dep.  Gov',  and  Generall 
Councill  takeing  the  presentation  and  rec[uest  of  Oapt".  John  Hore 
and  Comp',  into  their  serious  consideration,  having  not,  since  the 
grant  of  on'r  grations  Charter  from  King  Charles  the  second  of  Blessed 
memory,  had  the  like  occasion  for  precedent,  and  seeing  a  necessity 
in  these  times  of  War  to  enconrage  those  who  serve  his  Maj''.  against 
his  pnhlick  Enemies,  doe  conceive  that  by  virtne  of  our  Chai'ter  give- 
ing  foil  power  to  act  in  all  filings  for  the  preservation  of  his  Maj*''. 
subjects  and  the  Honor  of  the  Crown  of  England,  doe  judge  although 
in  espresa  words  in  our  Charter  we  are  not  called  nor  mentioned  an 
Admiralty,  conceive  we  ai'o  in  like  manner  authorized,  and  finding  a 
necessity  to  enconrage  aa  aforesaid  doe  deem  tlie  General  Oonncil  of 
thia  Colony  to  have  the  power  of  Admiralty  of  this  Colony,  that  there 
may  be  a  foundation  laid  to  assist  his  Maj".  subjects  in  these  times  of 
"Warr  until  his  Maj''\  pleasure  he  further  known. 

These  above  written  is  voted  an  Act  of  the  Generall  Conncdl  and 
is  allowed  and  approved  of  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony, 
sitting  the  7th  day  of  Jan',  1604,  that  the  Generall  Councill  in  such 
cases  shall  be  deemed  an  Admiralty  Court  for  the  condemning  of 
prizes,  and  other  seafaring  actions  as  occasion  shall  reiiuu-e. 

The  above  writen  is  a  true  copy,  as  attested, 

"Weston  Clarke,  Secretary. 
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CHAPTEE    XIV. 


PROM  THE  PEACE  OF  tITRECHT  APRIL   I7I8,  TO  THE  DEATH  OF 
GOVERNOR  SAMDEL  CRANSTON,  APEIL  1121. 

CHAP.         The  ti-eaty  of  ITtreeht  restored  peace  to  the  world, 
,^^  The  colonies,  reKered  from  the  perils  and  the  excitement 
l?13.    of  war,  found  leisui-e  to  devote  to  their  internal  condition. 
P   ■    Political  discussions  arose,  and  parties  were  formed  upon 
qnestions  of  domestie  policy,  that  hitherto  had  been  over- 
looked amid  more  exciting  topics  of  thought.     The  paper- 
money  system  in  various  forms  was  soon  to  agitate  society, 
commencing  in  Maaeacliusetts,  where  the  "bills  of  credit 
originated. 
ilayB.         The  General  Assembly  met  as  usual,  at  Newport,  the 
day  previous  to  the  election,  for  tlio  pni-poses  of  organiza- 
tion and  of  admission  of  freemen.'     This  meeting,  com- 
posed of  the  deputies  and  of  all  the  freemen  in  person  or 
by  proxy,  was  commonly  called  the  Court  of  Election,  and 
upon  it  devolved  the  choice  of  the  upper  house,  or  court 
of  assistants,  ten  in  number,  and  of  the  general  officers, 
who  were  the  governor,  deputy -governor,  recorder,  sheriff, 
general  treasurer,  general  attorney,  and  two  majors,  one 
for  the  main,  and  one  for  the  island  towns.     It  was  com- 
mon for  the  Assembly  to  fill  vacancies  in  tlie  list  of  assist- 

'  This  hiid  long  been  an  invaviable  cuBtom.    Sec  Cliap.  li.,  vol.  i.  p. 


>v  Google 


A  CLEBK  OF  ASSEMBLY  ELECTED.  51 

ants  from  among  those  retumed  to  the  court  of  election  as  chap. 
deputies,  and  then  to  elect  new  deputies  to  the  places  .^^ 
thus  vacated.  At  this  session  the  practice  of  electing  a  1713. 
clerk  of  the  Assemhly,  to  serve  in  the  house  and  not  to  he 
a  member  thereof,  was  introduced,  and  his  salary  fixed  at 
six  slullinga  a  day.'  A  tax  of  five  thousand  pounds,  pay- 
able in  annual  instalments  for  five  yeai's  had  been,  assess- 
ed, when  the  first  hills  of  credit  were  issued,  to  secure 
their  redemption,  since  which  fuf  ther  issues  of  eight  thou- 
sand pounds  in  bills  had  been  made.  To  redeem  theae  a  tax 
for  this  amount  was  voted  to  take  effect  as  soon  as  the  for- 
mer tax  was  paid  in,  and  in  the  same  manner.  The  military 
stores  belonguig  to  the  colony  were  given  up  by  the  com- 
missary ;  those  of  a  perishable  nature  were  sold,  and  the 
rest  properly  cared  for.  The  cannon  were  tarred,  and  laid 
upon  logs  on  the  governor's  wharf  It  was  ordered  that 
the  great  highway  from  Pawtucket  to  Pawcatuck  should 
be  repaired,  and  a  new  one  opened  from  Providence  to 
Plainfield,  through  Wanviek  and  West  Greenwich.' 
Sometimes  it  happened,  in  cases  of  emergency,  that  special 
courts  were  convened  to  tiy  cases  at  the  request  of  parties 
interested.  It  was  ordered,  that  in  such  cases  the  party 
who  was  east  in  the  suit  should  pay  the  entire  costs  of 
these  special  courts.  This  was  the  third  act  of  this  na- 
tore,  in  restraint  of  litigation,  that  had  been  passed  with- 

'  Jolm  Hamraett  was  llie  first  clerk  clioaen.  by  the  Assembly  under  this 
Inw.  Tho  next  year  he  waa  elected  by  the  town  of  Newport  to  be  the 
Mhoolmaster  at  the  public  school  for  three  jeara.  At  the  October  sessioii 
the  above  act  was  repealed,  so  far  as  required  the  clerit  to  be  elected  by 
the  whole  Assembly,  and  the  deputies  were  left  to  choose  a  clerk  or  not  as 
they  saw  fit,  which  had  been  the  case  erec  since  thcj  were  made  a  distinct 
branch  of  the  Assembly  in  1696. 

"  Another  road  to  Plainfieldfrom  Providence  had  before  been  laid  out  by 
a  different  rente,  and  both  roads  were  received  by  the  Assembly,  October, 
I'll*.  But  the  next  year  the  old  road  was  dosed  by  order  of  the  Assembly, 
July,  1*715,  83  it  intersected  tbe  new  otio  in  many  places,  and  both  could 
not  well  be  austidned. 
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CHAP,  in  five  years.'     For  tliirty-eix  yeai-s   tlie  commissioned 

^^^'    officers  of  militia  had  been  chosen  by  tlie  towns,  contrary 

1713.    to  a  provision  of  the  chai'ter  requiring  tbeu'  election  by 

tlie  Assembly.     The  reason  of  this  deviation  was,  that  at 

.  that  time  the  inhabitants  were  few,  and  for  the  most  iiai-t 

Jam    freemen.     Of  late   some   disturbances  had  occuiTcd  at 

1^-     these  military  elections.     T!ie  act  of  16t7  was  therefore 

repealed,  and  the  ordinances  of  the  charter  upon  this 

Oct.     point  were  re-enacted.     Tlie  autnmn  session  at  "Wanvick 

^^-     was  occupied  in  hearing  cases  of  appeal  from  the  Court 

of  Trials,  and  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  ITewport.     Grain 

had  become  scarce,  owing  to  the  extent  of  its  exportation 

Hot.  to  foreign  countries.  A  law  was  passed  to  prohibit  this, 
^5-  and  the  pric^  at  which  imported  produce  should  be  sold 
were  fixed  at  ten  shillings  and  sixpence  a  bushel  for 
wheat,  five  shillings  for  rye,  four  shillings  for  com  and 
barley,  and  thirty  shillings  a  hundred  for  ilour  and  bis- 
cuit. The  act  was  to  be  in  force  for  one  year.  An  ac- 
count of  the  stock  of  provisions  in  Newport  was  taken, 
and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  register  imports  of 

ni8-i4,  these  articles.  Pedlars  were  forbidden,  by  a  stringent 
statute,  to  sell  dry  goods  anywhere  in  the  colony.    Two 

ITeb.  thousand  pounds  in  bills  of  credit  were  ordered  to  be 
burnt.  This  order  was  not  obeyed,  and  the  neglect  of  it 
served  to  increase  the  excitement  fast  rising  in  the  colony 
upon  the  money  question," 

The  paper-money  system  had  become  a  political  ques- 
tion of  absorbing  interest.  Mf^saehusetts  was  divided 
by  it  into  three  distinct  parties.  The  smallest  was  the 
specie  party,  who  desired  to  withdraw  the  bills  of  credit, 
and  depend  solely  on  a  gold  and  silver  currency.  The 
other  two  were  in  favor  of  banks,  based  on  radically  dif- 
ferent principles  ;  one  advocating  a  private  bank  system, 

'  Tte  first  was  in  October,  1108,  for  the  Court  of  Appeals;  the  second 
in  October,  lllO,  for  the  Court  of  Trials. 

'  Sir  Edmund  Androa  died  at  tliia  time,  about  Tebruarj  20tli,  1714,  in 
London. 
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which  was  the  issuing  of  bills  of  credit,  secured  upon  chap. 
real  estate,  to  be  receired  as  money  by  all  the  members  ^^^ 
of  the  bankmg  company,  but  at  no  fixed  relative  value  as  1T14. 
to  gold  and  silver.  This  party  was  composed  of  pereona 
whose  affaire  were  more  or  less  involved,  or  who  owned 
real  estate  but  had  little  ready  money.  The  other  party 
favored  a  public  banli  on  the  loan  of  bills  from  the  gov- 
ernment to  any  who  would  give  mortgage  security  on  their 
estates,  with  interest  annually,  to  be  applied  to  the  support 
of  government.  This  latter  scheme  had  tlie  most  influen- 
tial siipportere,  and  being  considered  less  objectionable 
than  the  private  bank  by  the  specie  pai'ty,  ultimately 
received  their  support,  and  after  a  struggle  of  more  than 
a  year,  obtained  the  ascendency,  and  a  public  hank,  or 
loan  of  fifty  thousand  pounds,  for  five  years  was  created.' 
In  Ehode  Island  the  contest  was  naiTowed  to  two  parties, 
the  specie  or  "  hard  money  "  party,  and  the  paper  money 
party  ;  the  latter  favoring  the  fiu'ther  issue  of  bills  of 
credit,  and  subsequently  adopting  the  public  bank  system 
of  Haseaehusetts.  The  controversy  was  conducted  with 
great  bitterness  in  both  these  colonies,  distracting  whole 
communities,  and  even  dividing  families.  In  Providence 
a  town  meeting  had  been  held  the  past  yeai',  and  a  pro  ■ 
test  sent  to  the  Assembly  against  the  bills  of  credit.  In 
the  other  towns  the  subject  was  no  less  earnestly  dis- 
cussed. We  are,  therefore,  prepai-ed  to  find  a  greater  in- 
terest in  the  elections,  and  more  complete  changes  in  the 
members  of  the  Assembly  than  had  occurred  since  the  old 
struggle  between  the  Quakere,  and  the  war  party,  forty  May  5. 
years  before.  At  this  election  the  specie  party  triumphed. 
Of  the  twenty-eight  deputies,  composing  the  lower  house, 
but  six  of  the  old  members  were  returned.  The  former 
treasurer  had  neglected  to  comply  with  the  act  ref[uiring 


'  Hutebinson's  Mass., 

,  ii.  207—9.* 

•  Tbisfonn  of  bsnklne  originatod  in  South 
atock  of  £48,1)00  vna  created.  Mid  the  bllla  loanei 

Corolina.  where,  in  ITla,  a  "hsok"  o 
!l  to  individusla  lo  he  repaid  in  Mnn! 
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CHAP,  two  thousand  pounds  of  the  bills  to  be  bumt,  A  new 
__^___^  treasurer  was  therefore  elioaen,  and  a  new  recorder  was 
1714.  also  elected.  The  treaty  of  peace  enabled  the  colony  to 
reduce  its  ndlitaiy  expensea,  and  to  discharge  the  ganison 
at  Fort  Ann, 
May  The  death  of  the  deputy-governor,  "Walter  Clarke,  took 

place  at  this  time.  lie  had  been  in  public  life  ever  since 
Philip's  war,  during  which  he  was  first  chosen  deputy- 
governor.  He  had  been  four  times  elected  governor," 
and  twenty-three  times  deputy-governor ;"  for  the  last 
fifteen  years  he  had  been  successively  chosen  to  that 
Jime  office.  The  Assembly  elected .  Henry  Tew  to  fill  the 
vacancy.  They  alao  repealed  all  the  existing  militia 
laws,  including  the  recent  act  vesting  in  the  Assembly  the 
choice  of  officers.  Against  this  latter  proceeding,  as 
being  a  violation  of  the  charter,  the  governor  and  four 
others,*  enta'ed  a  protest  upon  the  records.  The  first  burn- 
ing of  bills,  to  the  amoimt  of  £1102,  8s  6d,  all  that  could 
be  collected  for  the  purpose,  was  held  in  presence  of  botli 
houses. 
Aug.  Upon  the  dcatli  of  Queen  Anne,  a  I'egency  was  immc- 

^-      diately  appointed,   and   George  I,  was  proclaimed   tlie 
Sept.    same  day.     The  news  was  hroxight  to  America  by  a  raer- 
^^-     chant  ship.     No  orders  respecting  the  proclamation  were 
received,  hut  the  several  colonies  acted  upon  the  news 
39.     without  awaiting  official  instructions.     In  Ehode  Island 
the  King  was  proclaimed  by  order  of  the  governor  and 
Oct.    council,  and  the  Assembly  afterward  assumed  the  expenses 
^'^-     of  the  ceremony.     They  also  voted  to  raise  three  troops 
of  horse,  one  on,  the  island  and  two  on  the  mainland,  who 
were  to  choose  their  own  officers,  and  to  parade  twice  a 
in4..iE,  year.     The  three  bridges,  ordered  three  years  before,  were 

'  16T6,  '86,  '66,  cud  '91. 

'  In  1C75.     ie'79  to  1685.     lYOO  to  11U  mclusive. 
'  Job  Greene,  osaiataut ;   Wiliiam  Wanton,  William   Coddington,  and 
Simon  Eaj,  jr.,  repcesentatives. 
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at  length  completed.'     The  Assembly  were  convened  to  chap. 
examine  the  aceoimts  of  the  overseers,  ■which  were  cut 
down,  and  the  contractors  were  authorized  to  sue  those  '"*''i''' 
delinc[nents  who  had  not  paid  their  subscriptions,  23. 

The  most  complete  change  occurred  at  the  spring  elec-  1715. 
tion ;  unparalleled,  indeed,  in  the  history  of  the  State,  so  May  5, 
that  it  became  known  as  "  the  great  revolution."  Depu- 
ty-governor Tew  was  dropped,  and  Joseph  Jenckes  elected 
in  his  place.  Only  five  out  of  the  twenty-eight  former 
members  were  returned,  and  every  assistant,  save  one, 
was  removed.  Yet,  amid  this  storm  of  popular  denuncia- 
tion, Gov.  Cranston  retained  his  popularity,  and  kept  his 
place.  Both  parties  esteemed  him  too  highly  to  remove 
so  energetic  and  long  tried  an  executive.  The  Yemassee 
war,  now  desolating  South  Carolina,  caused  many  of  the 
planters  to  remove.  Several  females,  whose  names  indi- 
cate their  Huguenot  origin,  fled  to  Bhode  Island,  bringing 
with  them  a  few  Indian  slaves.  These  ladies  petitioned  June 
the  Assembly  for  relief  from  the  import  duty  upon  their  i^- 
slaves,  which  was  granted.  Since  the  death  of  Wharton 
the  interest  of  the  colony  had  suffered  for  want  of  an 
agent  in  England,  and  Kichard  Partridge  was  now  ap- 
pointed to  -that  duty  with  a  salary  of  forty  pounds  a  year. 
The  annual  salary  of  tJie  deputy-governor,  which  had  long 
been  but  six  pounds,  was  raised  to  twenty  pounds. 

"Wolves  were  still  so  numerous  that  the  old  bounty  of 
one  pound  a  head  was  raised  to  thirty  shillings.'  Besides 
the  public  bounties  that  were  paid  for  wolves  and  foxes, 
the  towns  often  offered  rewai'ds  for  the  destruction  of  ver- 
min of  vai-ious  sorts  within  their  precincts.  Portsmouth 
paid  one  penny  each  for  crows  and  blackbirds.  Provi- 
dence paid  threepence  each  for  gray  squirrels,  and 
afterwards  offered  the  same  price  for  rats.     Wildcats,  at 

'  See  May,  1711  and  1112,  and  note  on  p.  47  anle. 

'  Two  years  later,  Oetobcr,  17l7,  this  bouutj'  was  raised  to £5,  "the 
wolves  yet  abounding,  to  the  unepeaJiaMe  damage  of  the  inhabitants,"  and 
in  October,  1133,  the  bounty  was  doubled. 
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CHAP,  a  later  period  became  so  destructive,  that  a  bounty  of  five 

,_^  shillings  was  offered  for  them  by  the  Assembly,  which 

1716.    ^aa  afterwards  doubled.' 

The  statute  premium  upon  bills  of  credit  paid  into 
the  treasury  for  taxes  was  repealed,  and  the  bills  were 
required  to  be  received  at  theirpar  value  hereafter.  This 
was  preparatory  to  the  creation  of  a  "  bank,"  or  loan,  on 

July  e.  the  principle  before  described.  The  Assembly  deemed  it 
necessary  to  recite  in  a  preamble  their  reasons  for  this 
aet,  which  were,  the  scarcity  of  specie  or  other  mediums 
of  exchange,  conaeqnent  upon  a  decay  of  trade,  the  pros- 
tration of  the  agricultural  interests,  and  the  general  dis- 
tress among  all  closes,  while  the  recent  wai-  expenses, 
and  the  present  demands  for  money  for  works  of  public 
necessity  could  only  be  met,  or  remedied,  by  the  measures 
proposed.  Thirty  thousand  pounds  in  bills  from  five 
pounds  to  one  shilling,  were  i^ued,  and  proportioned 
among  the  towns  to  be  loaned  to  the  people  for  ten  years, 
at  five  per  cent,  interest,  on  mortgage  security  of  double 
the  value.  The  payment  of  interest  was  unfortunately 
secured  by  bonds  instead  of  being  included  in  the  mort- 
gages, by  reason  of  which  a  large  part  of  the  interest  was 
afterward  lost  to  the  colony.  One  thousand  pounds  of 
this  interest  money  were  to  be  annually  applied  to  redeem 
the  bills,  and  the  rest  to  be  used  for  the  support  of  gov- 
ernment. At  a  later  session  another  issue  of  ten  thou- 
Oct.  sand  pounds  was  voted,  maHng  forty  tliousand  this  year, 
^^-     known  as  the  "  first  bank." 

July,  Newport,  "  as  the  metropolitan  town  in  this  colony," 

received  a  grant  of  funds  derived  fi-om  duties  upon  im- 
ported slaves,  for  the  purpose  of  paving  the  street  leading 
up  to  the  colony  house,  and  the  duties  accruing  from  the 
same  source  for  seven  years,  were  appropriated  to  pave 
other  streets  in  the  town,  and  to  building  a  bridge  across 

'  In  Pebruary,  1783 — i,  a  bounty  of  .-one  pounii  waa  flffcred  foe  bears, 
una  the  samo  sum  for  wild  cats  ;  oad  IniOotober,  l7sa,  tie.bounty  on  bears 
was  rdeed  to  three  jounds. 


„Google 


BALLOTS    TO    BK    ENDORSED.  57 

Potowomut  Eiver.'     So  many  crimes  had  of  late  been  chap. 
perpetrated  by  Indian  slaves,  that  it  was  forbidden  to  im-  ,  ^.  .; 
port  them.     To  prevent  fraudoleiit  voting,  every  freeman    1715. 
was  rec[[ured  to  endorse  his  name  at  full  length  upon  his 
ballot.    This  was  the  first  passage  of  a  law  which,  although 
it  was  repealed  the  next  year,"  was  afterwards  re-enacted, 
and  continued  in  force  until  a  very  recent  period.     The 
punishment  prescribed  for  illegal  voting,  was  a  fine  of 
five  pounds,  or  whipping,  not  to  exceed  twenty-one  stripes, 
or  imprisonment  for  one  month,  for  each  offence.     More 
fugitives  from  South  Carolina  arrived,  bringing  nine  Indian 
slaves  into  the  colony.    The  Assembly  remitted  the  duties,    Aug. 
and  permitted  them  to  remain.  Si- 

The  house  of  deputies  was  constantly  changing  its  1716. 
members,  for  they  were  elected  semi-annually,  and  the  ^^^  ^■ 
service  was  not  so  much  coveted  as  it  has  been  in  later 
times.  The  returns  of  this  branch  of  the  Assembly,  would 
indicate  as  great  a  revulsion  in  public  sentiment  as  that 
of  the  past  year,  only  five  of  the  old  members  retaining 
their  seats ;  but  the  assistants  and  general  ofiiccrs  re- 
mained nearly  the  same,  and  as  these  were  elected  an- 
nually, the  day  after  the  organization  of  the  Louse,  it  is  to 
them  that  we  look  with  greater  certainty  for  the  proof  of 
a  political  revolution.  The  influence  of  Governor  Crans- 
ton is  seen  in  the  returns  from  iN'ewport,  where  his  son 
and  Ms  nephew  both  appear  among  the  new  deputies. 
The  latter,  Col.  John  Cranston,  already  distinguished  for 
his  naval  exploits  in  the  late  war,  was  chosen  Speaker  of 
the  House. 

The  most  important  act  of  this  Assembly,  one  which      2, 
illustrates  the  principles  of  the  founders  of  the  colony, 
shows  that  the  spirit  of  religious  freedom,  in  its  original 
brightness,  suiwived  the  trials  to  which  it  had  been  sub- 

'  Called  also  "  ReynoMs'  alias  Hunt's  Rirer,"  in  a  later  act.  Tho  liridga 
was  completed  the  nest  year,  at  a  cost  of  £49  Es.  6d.,  being  jiearlj  £11 
lesa  than  the  appropriation  for  it  alloived. 

'  May  2,  ITIS. 
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CHAP,  jected,  and  presents  a  striking  contrast  to  the  legislation 
.^^  upon  the  same  subject  that  was  passing  at  this  very  time 
1716.    in  a  neighboring  colony,  was  an  act  "  for  the  timely  pre- 
venting" the  various  churches  from  "  mating  use  of  the 
civil  power  for  the  enforcing  of  a  maintenance  for  their 
respective  ministers."    To  secure  this  object  it  was  enact- 
ed "  that  what  maintenance  or  salary  may  be  thought 
needful  or  necessary  by  any  of  the  churches,  congrega- 
tions, or  societies  of  people  now  inhabiting,  or  that  here- 
after may  inhabit  within  any  part  of  this  government,  for 
the  support  of  their,  or  either  of  their  minister  or  minis- 
ters, may  be  raised  by  a  free  contribution,  and  no  other 
ways." ' 
June  Starve  Gkiat  Island  was  granted,  upon  petition  of  three 

1^-     fishermen  of  Providence,  for  the  purpose  of  curing  an^ 

drying  fish. 
Jaly  The  small  pox  had  again  appeared  in  the  colony-     In 

^^-     Providence  it  is  mentioned  in  the  records,  and  at  New- 
port a  town  meeting  was  held  to  order  the  immediate 
erection  of  a  hospital  on  Coaster's  Harbor  Island,  to  be 
finished  within  one  month. 
Ang.  We  have  before  seen  tliat  ample  provision  for  edxica- 

Sl-     tion  had  early  been  made  in  Newport  and  Providence. 

'  The  preamble  to  tMs  act  refers  to  that  portion  of  the  charter  of  Charlea 
II.,  granting  libertj  of  couaclenoe,  aad  adds,  "it  beiog  a  moral  privilege 
due  to  every  Ohriatiao,  as  Sji  Sis  said  Majesli/  is  observed,  that  true  piety 
rightly  grounded  upon  gospel  principles,  wiD  give  the  best  and  greatest  se- 
curity to  sovereignty,"  &c.  The  custom  of  holding  the  signer  of  a  docu- 
ment, or,  as  in  this  case,  the  grantor  of  a  charter,  responsible  for  the  lan- 
guage or  the  ideas  it  contains,  is  sometimes  suggestive  of  slrange  incon- 
gruities, To  those  who  are  familiar  with  the  private  life  of  "the  merry  mon- 
arch," or  knotv  the  character  of  bis  chief  favorites  and  counsellors,  Koches- 
ter,  Buckingham,  and  the  like,  the  terms  of  the  declaration  of  Breda, 
and  tbe  above  cited  clause  of  the  Hhode  Island  Charter,  must  appear  as  the 
"beautiful  sentimenls "  of  a  veritable  and  royal  Joseph  Surfiicc.  The  im- 
presaJon  of  the  absurdity  of  such  language  from  such  lips  is  only  removed 
n'Jien  we  remember  jts  official  nature,  and  that  the  draft  of  the  charter  was 
made  by  John  Clarke — but  who  penned  the  declaration  of  Breda,  therein 
partly  embodied,  is  unknown. 
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Portsmouth  now  moved  in  the  matter.     By  the  recom-  CHAP, 
mendation  of  a  committee  to  dispose  of  vacant  lands  on  _^^ 
the  south  side  of  the  town,  "  having  considered  how  ex-    1716. 
cellent  an  ornament  learning  is  to  mankind,  and  the  great     j^ 
necessity  there  is  in  building  of  a  public  school  house  on 
said  south  side,"  the  town  made  an  appropriation  for  this 
object,  and  appointed  a  committee  to  build  the  school 
house,  and  to  obtain  contributions  to  finish  it.     Tlie  terms 
of  the  record  would  imply  that  a  school  already  existed 
in  the  north,  the  old  part  of  the  town,  but  no  trace  of  it 
remains.     Six  years  later  two  other  school  houses  were 
built." 

At  the  fall  session  in  Providence,  Gabriel  Eenion  pre-     0«t- 
acnted  a  petition  against  one  of  the  assistants,  that  caueed 
some  excitement.      The  charges  were  investigated,  and    Nov. 
being  found  to  be  false  and  slanderous,  Eemon  was  re- 
quired to  send  a  written  acknowledgment  to  the  offended 
party,  and  his  ownconduct  at  the  examination  being  in- 
decorous to  the  Assembly,  he  was  also  compelled  to  ask      3. 
pardon  in  writing,  of  that  body." 

At  the  annual  election,  the  same  general  officers  were    i7i7. 
continued.     The  accession  of  the  House  of  Hanover  caused 
many  changes  in  colonial  administration.     In  Massachu- 
setts, Gov.  Dudley  was  succeeded  by  Col.  Shute,  who, 
soon  after  his  arrival,  proposed  to  visit  Rhode  Island,  and  May  1, 
a  public  reception  was  voted  to  him  by  the  Assembly. 
The  care  of  the  Indian  lands  was  assumed  by  the  colony 
upon  petition  of  Ninigret,  and  overseers  were  appointed    Juno 
to  lease  the  same  for  the  benefit  of  the  tribe,  and  to  dis-      ^^■ 
possess  all  trespassera.    There  was  bo  little  public  business    Sept. 
at  this  time,  that  a  quonim  at  the  adjourned  session  could     ■'■'*■ 
not  be  convened.    The  attendance  at  "Warwick  was  unusii-    Oct. 
ally  small.     Little  was  done  beside  the  hearing  of  appeals      ^''■ 
and  the  passing  of  anotlier  act  in  restraint  of  litigation, 

'  Mareli  IB,  1723— they  were  ordered,  one  lo  be  IG  feet  squai'e  and  the 
other  30x25  feet.    Porta.  Eecords. 

'  Both  of  tliese  papers  are  printed  in  R,  I.  Col.  See.,  iv.,  215. 
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CHAP,  whereby  rehearings  in  causes  settled  by  default,  or  by 
^^^  judgmeat  obtained  upon  a  bond  were  denied,  except  in 
171T,  special  cases,  and  then  additional  costs  were  to  be  taxed.' 
Many  attempts  had  been  made  to  collect  and  arrange  the 
laws  npon  demand  of  the  home  government,  tliat  copies 
of  them  should  be  sent  to  England.  This  had  been  par- 
tially accomplished  by  the  perseverance  of  Lord  Belle- 
mont  seventeen  years  before ;  but  repeated  efforts  to  put 
them  in  a  form  to  print  for  the  convenience  of  the  people 
had  failed.  Of  the  many  committer  appointed  for  this 
duty,  none  had  yet  proved  efficient.  Another  trial  was 
now  made,  wliich  was  destined  to  terminate  successfully 
in  the  publication  of  the  earliest  edition  of  the  Laws  of 
Rhode  Island.  The  deputy-goveiTior  and  two  others,  with 
the  recorder'  were  elected  for  this  difficult  task,  and  it  was 
afterwards'  ordered  that  a  copy  of  tlie  charter  should  be 
printed  witli  the  laws. 

A  memorial  was  presented  in  behalf  of  Asquasuthnks, 
granddaughter  of  Miantinomi,  setting  forth  her  claim  as 
1718_    heir  to  tho  iNarrraganset  lands.     A  long  reply  was  made 
jfgy  2.  to  it  ^t  the  next  session,  disproving  her  claim,  and  curiously 
enough  tracing  the  title  through  old  !Ninigi'et,  as  the  sur- 
vivor of,  and  joint  tenant  of  the  sachemdom  with  Casuck- 
qunce,  who  was  the  brother  and  successor  of  Miantinomi, 
after  the  murder  of  the  latter,  to  his  son  the  present 
Niantie  sachem.*    The  frauds  practised  upon  Lidians  oc- 
casioned the  passage  of  an  act  to  permit  their  being  sued 
for  debt,"  and  forbidding  their  being  held  to  service  without 
June    a  valid  consideration.     It  was  ordered  that  a  real  estate  of 
IT. 

'  PubHo  Laws,  edit.  1119,  p.  84. 

"  Josepb  Jenckea,  Thomas  Fry,  Nathaniel  Nudigate  and  Eiehard  Ward. 
'  Sept.  18,  1718. 

'  This  curious  document  is  ptinted  in  full  in  R.  I.  Col.  Rec,  iv.,  229—33. 
'  Tiiia  set  was  chiefly  intended  to  prerent  dninkennesB,  by  depriving 
the  Indians  of  credit  at  the  taverns.  It  ivas  construed  to  apply  to  all  In- 
dians, in  all  cases,  so  that  in  June,  1TS4,  an  explanatory  act  was  passed, 
limiting  its  application  to  the  descendants  of  old  Ninigret,  and  subjecting 
all  otber  Iadian£  to  action  for  debt,  except  for  liquors. 
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the  value  of  fifty  pounds  should  eutitle  its  possessor  to  be  chap. 
an  inhabitant  in  the  town  where  it  was  located  if  he  chose 
to  settle  there.'  A  new  and  very  complete  militia  law  iTis. 
was  enacted,  reorganizing  tlie  whole  system.  It  is  in  tliis  ."P® 
act  that  the  title  of  "  Captain,  General,  and  Commander- 
in-chief  "  was  given  to  the  governor,  and  that  of  Licntcn- 
ant-general  to  the  deputy-governor.  AU  the  commis- 
sioned officers  were  to  be  chosen  by  tlie  General  Assem- 
bly, as  required  by  charter.  Every  company  was  to 
parade  twice  a  year,  and  a  "  general  muster  "  or  regimen- 
tal training  was  to  be  held  once  in  five  years.  Tlie  power 
of  the  governor  to  equip  a  force  against  privateers  or 
pirates  was  confirmed,  and  the  prizes  taten  were  to  ennre 
to  the  captors.  Whoever  was  disabled  upon  such  a  ser- 
vice was  to  be  pensioned  for  hfe.  The  Enghsh  law  of 
primogenitui'e,  whereby  the  whole  real  estate  of  an  intes- 
tate descended  to  his  eldest  son,  was  modified  by  the 
statute  of  distributions  giving  to  the  widow  one-third  of 
the  property,  the  remainder  to  be  equally  divided  among 
the  cliildren,  except  that  the  eldest  son  should  receive  a 
double  share.  This  law,  with  the  exception  of  the  latter 
clause,  although  repealed  ten  years  later,  was  sxibse- 
qnently  re-enacted,  and  remains  the  same  in  substance  at 
the  present  time.  To  discourage  vexatious  suits,  two  and 
sixpence  for  every  ten  raUes  of  travel,  and  two  shillings  a 
day  for  attendance,  were  allowed  to  the  party  obtaining 
judgment  and  to  the  witnesses  in  the  case,  to  be  taxed  in 
the  biU  of  costs.'  At  the  adjourned  session,  a  few  old 
bills  of  credit  were  burnt,  and  some  pirates  at  !N"ewport  9^  ' 
jail  were  held  for  trial  till  the  King'swill  could  be  known 
whether  they  should  bo  tried  here  or  sent  to  England 
The  governor  and  nearly  one-half  of  the  members  were  ab- 
sent from  the  meeting  of  the  Assembly  at  Providence.      29' 

'  The  distinction  between  a  readent  and  an  inhabitant,  should  here  be 
borne  in  mind.     See  chap,  viii.,  vol.  i,,  p,  266. 

'  This  was  the  fifth  act  in  restraint  of  litigation  that  Iiad  been  passed 
within  ten  years. 
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CHAP.  To  facilitate  business  at  the  Court  of  Triale,  it  was  forbid- 
^J^^  den  that  more  than  two  attorneys  should  plead  on  the 

1T18.  same  side  in  any  cause,  one  of  whom  muat  be  a  freeholder 
of  the  colony,  Connecticut  had  passed  laws  regulating 
trade  with  the  other  colonies,  and  levying  duties  upon 
them,  which  were  injurious  to  her  neighbor,  and  in  vio- 
lation of  the  acts  of  trade  and  navigation.  A  recent  order 
had  been  made  by  the  Board  of  Ti'ade,  requiring  all  acts 
upon  this  subject  to  be  sent  to  them  for  approval  before 
being  executed,  but  it  had  never  been  received  in  the 
colonies.     In  consequence  of  this,  Kay,  the  collector  of 

H"oy.  ^Newport,  wrote  to  the  Board,  requesting  that  the  order 
2^-     should  be  sent  without  delay.' 

1719.  The  first  edition  of  the  Laws  of  Rhode  Island  was 

printed  in  Boston  early  in  the  year.    The  Assembly  took 

*^sy  eighty  copies,  of  which  one  was  given  to  each  member, 
and  the  remainder  distributed  among  the  towns.'  Since 
the  report  of  the  commissioners  on  the  Massachusetts  line 
was  made  to  the  Assembly,"  much  negotiation  had  been 

June  had  on  the  siibject,  many  obstacles  to  a  settlement  had 
been  eumioimted,  and  the  line  had  finally  been  run,'     A 

'  Br.  g.  P.  0.,  Proprieties,  vol.  s.,  p.  116.    See  R.  I.  Col.  Rec,  iv.  244. 

'  Copies  of  this  edition  are  now  very  rare.  It  has  two  title-pagee,  the 
first  prefadug  the  charter,  nhicti  occupies  S  pages,  and  then  comes  the 
title-pnge  to  tlie  laws,  which  fill  103  pages  The  imprint  is  on  each  title- 
page,  and  reads  "Boston,  in  New  England.  Printed  by  John  Allen,  for 
Nicholas  Boone,  at  the  sign  of  the  Bidle,  in  Cornhill,  H19."  On  the  second 
title-page  the  date,  bj  error  of  type,  is  1179. 

'  March  ST,  1111.    See  p.  42,  and  note  3,  ante. 

'  May  26,  ITIS,  Mass,  appointed  a  committee  to  run  the  Hue  according 
to  the  agreement  made  at  Eoxburj  Itth  Jan.,  1110-11,  and  the  nest  year, 
May,  1116,  K.  I.  named  commissioners  to  act  Tiith  them.  Nothing  mora 
was  done  till,  upon  petition  of  the  people  of  Mendon,  a  neir  committee  was 
appointed  Nor.  21,  1116.  The  season  was  too  far  advanced  to  proceed 
tJiat  winter.  At  tlie  May  session,  1117,  the  R.  I.  Committee  was  oontinned, 
witli  more  ample  powers,  June  18,  1711,  the  Mass.  Oommitteo  was  directed 
to  perform  the  work  within  four  months.  On  22d  Nov.,  they  were  rested 
with  e<iual  powers  with  the  R.  I.  men,  but  both  committees  felt  bound  by 
the  Koxbury  agreement  of  seven  years  before.  To  remove  this  obstacle 
the  R.  I.  Aesj.  in  June,  1118,  vested  their  committee  with  plenary  powers 
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joint  report  of  the  comrais 

made,  establishing  the  line,  and  approved  by  the  j 
bly.  This  settlement  embraced  only  the  northern  line  of  1719. 
tlie  colony,  and  time  has  proved  that  even  that  adjust- 
ment was  not  to  remain  undisturbed.  The  whole  eastern 
line  between  the  old  colony  of  Plynioutli  and  Ithode 
Island  was  still  open,  and  remained  for  years  the  subject 
of  frequent  and  bitter  contention, 

John  Clarke  had  devised  certain  real  estate  in  New- 
port for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  the  education  of  youth. 
The  bequest  having  been  diverted  from  its  object,  a 
statute  to  punish  breaches  of  trust  in  such  cases  was  en- 
acted. The  town  councils  were  constituted  a  court  of  in- 
quiiy  to  compel  trustees  to  a  proper  discharge  of  their 
trusts,  with  power  to  issue  execution  upon  the  estates  of 
delinquents.  An  appeal  from  their  judgment  might  be 
taken  to  the  governor  and  council. 

Parliament  had  lately  passed  an  act  to  prevent  frauds 
in  the  customs,  wherein  the  quality  of  pitch  and  tar  un- 
ported  from  the  plantations  was  directed  to  be  examined. 
The  act  was  transmitted  by  William  Popple,  Secretaiy  ^f' 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  to  this  colony,  together  with  a 
statement  of  the  Eussian  methods  of  malting  tai-  and 
raising  hemp.'  The  independence  of  English  restraint, 
assumed  by  the  charter  goveramente,  was  a  source  of  great 
annoyance  to  the  crown  officers   in  those  colonies,  and 

to  settle  bj  compromiee.  The  two  oommitteea  met  at  Keboboth,  Oct. 
22,  niS,  and  agreed  upon  preliminaries,  and  on  the  S9tli,  the  E.  L  men 
reported  to  the  Aesj.  Thia  report  and  the  acts  of  Maae.  on  the  subject,  itere 
ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  records,  which  was  done  Deo.  9th.  On  JSth 
May,  niS,  the  two  committees  again  met  on  Wrentham  Plain,  and  run  the 
line  to  a  point  two  miles  west  of  Alum  Pond,  finishing  it  in  two  (fays.  The 
report  was  signed  at  Five  Mile  River,  May  14,  I7l9,  presented,  approred, 
and  entered  npon  the  records  of  both  colonies  in  June. 

'  The  autograph  letter  of  Popple,  with  the  method  of  preparing  tar  in 
Russia,  ia  preserved  in  the  Poster  Papers,  Miscellaneous,  yol.  3.  The  reve- 
nue act,  and  the  Kuaaian  mode  of  rai^Dg  hemp,  accompanying  it,  have  dis- 
appeared. 
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CHAP,  many  and  titter  were  the  complaints  made  by  tliem  to  tl\e 
■^'^'    Board  of  Trade.     Caleb  Heathcote,  in  a  very  long  letter 
1719.    from  IS^ewport,  mentioned  the  acts  of  Rhode  Island  that 
^t^*-    conflicted  with  the  authority  of  the  crown,  the  chief  of 
which  were  those  for  issuing  bills  of  credit,  and  for  regu- 
lating custom  fees  ;  the  latter  being  specially  giievous  to 
the  writer.      He  relates  the  seizure  of  some  smuggled 
claret  wine  that  was  rescued  by  a  mob,  and  how  immedi- 
ately afterward,  Jolm  Wanton,  to  please  the  people,  had 
issued  a  warrant  against  the  collector  upon  a  charge  of 
extortion  in  clearing  vessels.    -Kay  was  acc[uitted  by  the 
governor,  and  at  once  arrested  a  second  time  by  "Wanton 
on  a  similar  chai'ge,  and  committed  without  bail.     These 
proceeding  occasioned  the  letter  in  which  Heathcote  com- 
plains of  the  charter,  and  urges  that  aJl  laws  should  be 
approved  in  England  before  being  operative  in  Rhode 
Island.' 
8,  At  the  September  session,  nothing  of  interest  occurred. 

„  At  Wai'wiek  the  Assembly  empowered  the  town  cotmcils 
28.'  to  preserve  and  improve  the  fishing  in  tlieir  rivers,  for- 
bidding the  setting  of  weirs,  dams,  or  nets,  and  also  estab- 
lished vendue  masters  in  every  town,  to  be  chosen  at  the 
annual  election,  whose  fees  were  to  be  two  and  a  half  per 
cent,  on  the  amonnt  of  sales,  and  who  were  to  settle  with 
the  owners  of  the  goods  within  five  days.  An  order  hav- 
ing been  received  to  send  home  a  map  of  the  colony,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  run  the  lines  and  make  a 
.chart,'  This  revived  the  question  of  the  Western  boun- 
dary line,  which  had  been  agreed  upon  seventeen  years 
before,  but  had  not  yet  been  run  by  a  joint  commission 
of  the  two  colonies,  although  there  had  of  late,been  some 
negotiation  to  that  end,  and  committees  had  already  been 

'  OrigiDal  in  Br.  S.  P.  0.,  Praprictiea,  vol.  si.,  R.   16.    See  E.  I.  Col. 
Eec,  iv.  2B8. 

"  Joseph  Jeuckea,  Enndal  Holden,  Wm.  Wantou,  and  Thomas  Fry,  were 
with  John  Mumford  as  surrejor. 
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appointed  for  the  purpose.'     Prompt  action  was  now  re-  chap. 
quii-ed,  but  when  the  eominittees  met  at  "Warwick,  they  ^^^ 
could  not  agree  as  to  their  powers.     Those  of  Connecticut    1720. 
were  authorized  only  to  run  the  twenty-mile  line  west    ■^P'''^ 
from  Wai'wick  Neck,  while  the  Hhode  Island  men  were 
required  to  ran  all  the  lines,  and  would  not  permit  the 
others  to  join  with  them  in  any  part  of  the  survey  unless 
they  would  unite  in  the  whole.     It  was,  however,  agreed 
that  they  should  accompany  the  Ehode  Island  men  while 
they  run  the  twenty-mile  line,  which  was  completed  the     13. 
next  day,  and  a  report  was  drawn  by  the  surveyor  of  the     ig, 
Connecticut  commission,  to  be  presented  to  his  govern- 
ment.'    The  Ehode  Island  survey  was  completed,  and  May  4. 
the  map  presented  at  tlie  next  session.     The  Connecticut 
Assembly  mildly  resented  the  treatment  theii' eommiseion-     i2_ 
ers  had  received,  and  directed  a  letter  to  be  sent  to  Khode 
Island,  expressing  their  surprise,  which  was  done."    The    '^™^ 
Khode  Island  Assembly  at  once  sent  a  commission  to  take      i4_ 
depositions  at  "Westerly,  respecting  the  acts  of  the  royal 
commissioners  of  1664,  preparatory  to  presenting  the  c^e 
to  the  King,  and  also  despatched  a  messenger  to  Connec- 
ticut to  learn  whether  that  colony  would  abide  by  the 
t  formerly  made  as  to  the  boundary. 


'  Jmie  22,  I'lOS,  R.  I.  appointed  surveyors  to  rim  the  line  nccocdiag  to 
the  agreement  made  at  StoDiiigtoii,  Ma;  12.  Connecticut  neglected  the 
matter,  and  thus  it  rested  till  Jime  IS,  ITH,  when  the  E.  I.  Assy,  em- 
ponered  the  governor  to  appomt  a  joint  committee  with  Conn,  to  run  the 
lines.  In  Nov.,  1*716,  the  H.  I,  Committee  was  appointed.  In  May,  I'llB, 
the  Conn.  Assj.  ordered  a  survey,  in  counectioc  with  a  E.  I.  Commission, 
to  ascertain  the  terminus  of  a  twenty-mile  line  west  from  Warwicl!  Neck, 
and  thus  to  establish  the  Eastern  line  of  that  colony,  and  notified  B.  I.  ac- 
cordingly. On  16th  June,  the  R,  I.  Assy,  named  commissioners  to  unite 
with  them  to  run  the  whole  division  line,  and  on  8th  Sept.,  ordered  them  to 
meet  on  6th  Oct.,  whieh  the  Conn,  men  failed  to  do,  so  that  on  2eth  Oct. 
the  Assy,  instructed  their  men  to  run  the  line  alone,  unless  Conn,  would 
join.    Both  ooramiiSsionerB  met,  as  above,  April  12,  1720,  at  Wanrict. 

'  This  Report,  from  Conn.  Eecords,  Colonial  Boundaries,  toI,  i.,  Doc. 
308,  is  in  R,  I.  Col.  Eec,  iv,  2*73. 

'  R.  I.  CoL  Kee.,  iv.  276. 
VOL.  II.— 41 
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Another  proof  of  tlie  respect  for  tlie  rights  of  conscience, 
_,  entertained  in  lihode  Island,  was  given  by  this  Assembly. 
The  words  "  as  in  the  presence  of  God,"  in  the  engage- 
ment given  to  the  deputies,  being  objected  to  by  many 
persons,  whose  service  was  thus  lost  to  tlie  colony,  they 
were  ordered  in  future  to  he  stricken  from  the  form.  The 
population  of  Providence,  then  including  the  entire  coun- 
ty, had  increased  so  much  that  great  inconvenience  was 
felt  in  the  more  remote  portions  of  the  township  at  attend- 
ing the  military  parades.  Tbe  north-west  pai't  was  there- 
fore made  a  separate  mOitaay  distiict,  having  its  own 
trainband. 

'  The  letter  of  Gov.  Cranston,  explaining  the  map, 
briefly  stated  the  disputes  between  this  colony  and  her 
neighbors,  Tlie  territory  claimed  by  Ehode  Island,  was 
bounded  by  red  lines,  within  which  were  green  lines  to 
show  what  she  actually  possessed,  the  disputed  tracts 
being  between  the  two  lines.  As  these  disputes  were 
soon  to  be  referred  to  the  Eiiig  in  council,  this  call  for 
the  map  waa  timely.^ 

Connecticut  having  refused  to  abide  by  the  agreement 
of  the  commissioners  of  1703,  the  Assembly  met  at  New- 
port and  appomted  the  deputy-governor,  Joseph  Jenekea, 
its  joint  agent  with  Partridge,  to  bring  both  boundaiy 
disputes  before  the  King,  Three  hundred  pounds  were 
voted  for  this  purpose,  and  Jenekes  was  empowered  to 
di'aw  for  seven  hundred  pounds  besides ;  sixty  pounds  were 
given  him  for  an  outfit,  and  the  same  sum  annually  was 
allowed  for  his  salary,  together  with  his  expenses.  Con- 
necticut was  duly  notified  of  this  action,  that  she  might  be 
prepared  to  meet  it.  The  letter  written  on  this  occasion, 
charges  that  "  through  the  private  and  clandestine  decep- 
tion of  your  agent.  Col,  "Winthrop,  you  got  your  charter 
to  bo  bounded  upon  the  Narraganset  Eiver,  contraiy  to 

'  TheoriginaUett«r,butwithouttliemap,  iaiiiEr.  S.  P,  0.,  Propiietjcs, 
Tol.  x.,  Q.  206,,iu)di8.printedmE.  I,  C.  E.,  it.  219. 
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his  solemn  jjroinise  and  engagement  to  our  agent,  Mr.  CHAP. 
Jolm.  Clarke." '    Earely,  indeed,  in  the  course  of  this  pro-  ^^^ 
tracted  and  angry  controversy,  had  Ithode  Island  retorted   1720. 
upon  "Winthrop  the  abnse  so  freely  heaped  hyher  enemies    ^'"-^ 
upon  Clarke,  and  which  was  equally  unjust  to  both,  al- 
though she  had  hetter  reason  for  doing  so,  than  they  had 
to  assail  her  agent.     But  the  secret  histoiy  of  that  trans- 
action had  not  tJien  been  divulged.     Ithode  Island  only 
knew  the  deep  wrong  she  was  suffering,  and  which  she 
had  reason  to  suppose  was  due  to  the  duplicity  of  Win- 
throp.     That  the  Atherton  company  had  a  secret  agent  in 
London,  capable  of  any  infamy,  was  known  in  that  day 
only  to  the  parties  interested,  and  they  were  her  bitterest 
enemies." 

The  Assembly  met  again  at  Newport,  to  commission     2I. 
■  Doctor  John  Jenckes  to  attend  upon  his  father,  and  appro- 
priated thirty  pounds  for  his  outfit,  and  the  same  sum  for 
his  salary.    Testimony  was  taken  concerning  the  source    -^S- 
of  Paweatuek  Eiver.     Every  thing  being  ready,  Ithode 
Island  again  notified  Connecticut  to  prepare  for  the  trial,      18, 
informing  her  of  the  day  on  which  Jenckes  was  to  sail. 
Gov.  Saltonstall  replied  in  a  very  courteous  letter  to  Gov. 
Cranston,  full  of  kind  expressions  of  personal  regard  for     22. 
himself  and  for  Col.  Jenckes.     The  next  day  he  sent  to 
Mr.  Dmnmer,  agent  of  Connecticut,  a  brief  of  the  con-     23. 
troversy,  stating  tliat  Rhode  Island  claimed  ten  miles  west 
of  Paweatuek  Eiver,  but  for  which  enlianced  claim  the 
dispute  would  not  have  been  revived.     The  old  claim  over 
the  whole  of  Narraganset  to  the  bay,  was  thus  virtually 
waived,  as  by  the  agreement  of  1T03,  and  the  difference 
rested  upon  what  was  tlie  real  source  or  head  of  Pawea- 
tuek Eiver.'    This  varies  from  the  official  letter  of  Con-     j|'' 

'  E.  I.  Hist.  Soo.,  Conn.  MSS.,  vol.  !i.,  p.  56.    K.  I.  Col.  Rec,  iv.  2I6. 

"  This  subject  is  ftillj  disouEsed  in  chap,  ii.,  and  its  appfindices  C.  &  E., 
vol.  i.,  pp,  398-801,  S71-6,  383-6. 

'  The  above  letters  are  printed  in  R.  I.  Col.  Kec,  it.  280-3.  Jolin 
Jenckes  died  shortly  after  reaching  England. 
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CHAP,  neetieut,  to  the  Board  of  Ti-ade,  accompanying  a  map  of 
^^^  that  colony,  -wherein  the  old  claim  to  Nan-agaiiset  is  eai'- 
1720,    nestly  urged.'     !N"othing  remained  to  Ije  done  by  the  As- 
gg      sembly  at  Providence.     Jenckea  bad  already  anived  in 
England,  and  in  connection  with  Partridge,  presented  a 
1730-1  petition  to  the  King  for  redress,'  which  was  referred  to  the 
Jan.  8.  committee  on  appeals,  who,  after  hearing  both  parties, 
Peb.     ordered  Dummer  to  return  an  answer  in  winting,  with- 
in one  weelc,  and  postponed  a  rehearing  till  the  next  sum- 
mer.    Dummer's  answer  rested  upon  the  old  plea  that  !Nar- 
3g_     ragauset ,  and  Paweatuek  Kiyers  were  different  streams, 
and  denied  that  Connecticut  claimed  any  thing  beyond 
what  her  charter  included." 

A  singular  tradition  relating  to  Block  Island  had  its 
origin  about  tliis  time,  in  the  loss,  near  that  place,  of  the 
emigrant  ship  Palatine  from  Holland,  bonnd  to  Pennsyl- 
vania. Most  of  the  passengera  had  died  from  disease  and 
hardship,  caused,  as  they  supposed,  by  a  design  of  the 
captain  to  get  possession  of  their  effects.  Some  seventeen 
of  the  survivors  were  landed  on  the  island,  all  but  three 
of  whom  died.  One  lady  who  bad  mucli  gold  and  silver 
plate  on  board,  refused  to  land.  The  ship  floated  off  the 
rocks  and  soon  after  disappeared,  never  to  be  heard  from 
again.  One  year  later,  a  curious  in-adiation,  like  a  blaze 
of  fire,  emitting  luminous  rays,  was  seen  to  rise  from  the 
ocean  near  the  north  end  of  the  island.  This  appearance 
was  considered  supernatural,  and  from  its  supposed  con- 
nection with  the  mysterious  crime  that  involved  the  ill- 
fated  ship,  was  known  as  the  Palatine  light.  It  appeared 
at  irregular  intervals  down  to  1833,  since  which  it  has  not 
been  seen.  This  light  has  teen  the  theme  of  mucli  learn- 
ed discussion  within  the  present  centmy,  and  while  the 
superstition  connected  with  it  is  of  course  rejected,  science 

1  Br.  S.  P.  0,,  Proprieties,  toI.  xi.,  E,  2. 

=  Br.  S.  P.  0.,  Proprieties,  vol.  si.,  E.  8.     R.  I.  Col.  Roc,  iv,  283. 

'  Br.  S.  P.  0.,  Proprieties,  vol.  xi.,  R.  8. 
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has  failed  tlms  far  in  Kivina;  to  it  a  satisfactory  explana-  chap. 
,.      ,  t.       t,  .1      r  ^^^^ 

tion.  -— ,—• 

At  tho  spring  election,  Joliii  "Wanton  was  chosen  1731. 
depiity-govemor.  Samuel  Biesell  of  Newport,  a  black-  ^^ 
Bniith,  petitioned  the  Assembly  for  encouragement  to 
carry  on  the  manufacture  of  nails,  and  received  a  loan  of 
two  hundred  pounds  from  the  treasury  for  that  pui-pose.' 
The  salaiy  of  the  assistants,  paid  by  the  colony,  was  fixed 
at  ten  pounds,  and  that  of  the  deputies  at  six  shillings  a 
day,  instead  of  thfee  shillings  as  formerly,  to  be  paid  by 
the  towns.  A  second  bank,  or  public  loan  of  forty  thou- 
sand pounds  in  bills  of  credit  was  made  for  similar  rea- 
sons, and  on  the  same  tei-ms  as  the  former  loan.  Ilemp 
or  flax  was  to  be  received  in  payment  of  the  interest,  the 
former  at  eightrpence,  the  latter  at  tenpence  a  pound,  one- 
half  of  -which  was  to  be  divided  ratably  among  the  towns, 
and  the  other  half  waeappropriatedtorepairingEortAnn.  ^^^° 
So  scarce  had  specie  become,  that  an  English  halfpenny 
was  received  at  three  halfpence.  Col.  Jenckes  had  re- 
turned from  England  to  collect  further  evidence  in  the 
western  boundary  suit.  Connecticut,  equally  ahve  to  her 
interest,  sent  to  her  agent  a  very  long  and  elaborate  argu- 
ment with  voluminous  testimony  in  defence  of  her  claim.'     20. 

The  small-pox  was  raging  with  great  violence  in  Bos- 
ton, where  it  had  been  introduced  from  the  "West  Indies 
in  the  spring.^  In  Newport  a  quarantine  building  had 
been  erected  by  order  of  the  town'  on  Coasters'  Harbor, 

'  Sea  Appenflix  I.,  for  furthei'  information  about  the  Palatine  liglit. 

°  The  manufaotare  of  iron,  in  various  forms,  haa  alwajs  been  a  promi- 
nent branch  Of  induEtrj  in  tliis  vicinity.  It  is  anid,  that  the  first  cold  cut 
nail  in  the  world  waa  made  in  ll'TT,  by  Jeremiah  WJltinaon,  of  Cnmberland, 
K.  L,  who  died  in.  1888,  at  the  adTanoed  age  of  90  years. 

'  The  hitter  of  Gov.  Saltonstall  to  Mr.  Dummer,  sent  at  this  time,  occu- 
pies forty  pages  of  mannscript,  eiclu^ve  of  the  testimony,  and  is  in  Conn, 
documenta,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  78-113,  in  R.  I.  Hist.  See. 

'  In  Boston  there  were  5,883  cases,  of  whom  84i  died.  Hutchison's 
Mass.,  ii,  278-6. 
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CHAP,  at  some  distance  from  the  hospital.    The  TnrMeh  discov- 
^^^-    ery  of  inoculation  had  just  been  made  known  in  England,' 
1731.    but  was  violently  opposed  in  Massachusetts  by  the  medi- 
cal profe^ion,  only  one  of  whom,  Dr.  Boyleston,  dared  to 
practise  it  in  opposition  to  popular  prejudice.     Even  a 
bill  to  prohibit  it  passed  the  House  of  Representatives, 
but  was  stopped  in  the  council.    The  General  Assembly 
i„„     passed  an  act  in  order  to  prevent  the  disease  from  spread- 
10.     ing  to  this  colony,  requiring  all  goods  brought  from  Mas- 
saehueetts,  by  land  or  sea,  to  be  aired  and  cleansed,  all 
vessels  from  infected  ports  to  be  quarantined,  and  travel- 
lers from  tliat  colony  to  be  detained  five  days  on  the 
frontier,  under  heavy  penalties, 

New  York  and  Massachusetts  both  presented  claims 
Oct.     Bpon  this  colony  for  expenses  in  the  late  war,  which  the 
S5.     Assembly  rejected  as  Ehode  Island  had  paid  her  full  pro- 
portion.    The  committee  to  whom  the  boimdaiy  petitions 
had  been  referred  a  year  ago,  desired  to  have  the  opinion 
l7ai-2  ^^  t^^  Board  of  Trade  on  tlie  subject  before  rendering  a 
Jan,     decision.    They  therefore  refeiTed  it  to  that  Board  to  as- 
certain  the  boundai-ies  of  the  two  colonies,  and  a  few  days 
later  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  whose  ancient  claim  included 
the  disputed  lands,  sought  to  revive  that  long-slumbering 
24.     question  by  asking  for  a  copy  of  the  report  made  upon 
the  petition  of  his  grandmother,  the  late  duchess,  twenty- 
five  years  before,' 
-p  ,  Collector  Kay  wi'ote  to  Secretary  Popple  against  the 

27."  late  issue  of  bills  of  credit,  the  effect  of  which  had 
been  to  raise  the  value  of  aU  produce,  and  to  encourage 
speculation  in  lauds  to  the  exclusion  of  new  settlers.' 
These  colonial  banks  were  in  some  sense  a  violation  of  the 
acts  of  trade,  the  renewal  of  which  was  from  time  to  time 
1733.    j-eqiiired  from  the  colonies,  with  bonds  for  their  proper 

'  See  chap,  xn.,  toI.  i.,  p.  B23,  note  1. 

'  Be.  S.  P.  0.,  Proprieties,  vol.  xi.,  R.  8  mid  0.  S.  I.  Col.  Bcc,  iv.  291. 
See  chap.  lii.,  vol.  i,,  pp.  687,  638. 

'  Br.  S.  P.  0.,  PropiietieB,  vol.  xi.,  E.  12, 
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observance.  The  Board  of  Trade  applied  to  the  Attorney-  chap. 
General  to  furnish  tbe  form  of  a  bond,  to  be  sent  ont  with  __^_„ 
frefili  instructions  to  the  colonies.  The  desired  draft  not  1723. 
being  sent,  the  request  was  renewed.'  The  form  of  the  ^^^ 
bond  was  sent,  to  be  entered  into  by  the  governor  of  34. 
Rhode  Island,  the  location  of  which  colony  was  therein  ^"■ 
described  as  being  "  in  the  West  Indies  in  America." 

At  the  election,  Joseph  Jenckeswas  re-elected  deputy-  May  3. 
governor  in  place  of  John  Wanton,  and  the  salaiy  of  that 
office  was  raised  to  thirty  pounds.    Additional  depositions 
were  taken  upon  the  western  boundary,  and  sent  home, 
■with  the  agi-eement  of  I'lOS,  certified  by  the  governor,     Juns 
At  the  same  time  Dummer  presented  to  the  Board  his      '• 
very  long  and  elaborate  argument  in  behalf  of  Connecti- 
cut. 

The  town  of  Kingstown  had  become  siiffieiently  popu- 
lous to  form  two  towns,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  IS- 
to  make  the  division.  Each  was  to  have  one  assistant, 
which  was  an  apparent  violation  of  the  charter  prescrip- 
tion that  there  should  be  ten  assistants,  to  be  chosen  by 
general  ticket.  Hence  arose  the  custom  of  choosing  the 
assistants,  one  from  each  town,  which  is  continued  at  the 
present  day  in  the  constitution  of  the  State  Senate,  com- 
posed of  one  member  from  every  town  in  the  State.  Sev- 
eral subdivisions  of  military  districts,  similar  to  those  al- 
ready made  in  Providence,  were  accorded  to  other  towns. 

Questions  of  admiralty  jurisdiction  had  risen  between 
Ehode  Island  and  Massachusetts,  which  were  referred  to 
the  Lords  of  Admiralty,  who  applied  to  the  Board  of  Trade  28. 
for  a  copy  of  the  charter  and  of  the  order  in  council,  is- 
sued nineteen  years  before,  restraining  Khode  Island  from 
exercising  that  power.  The  charter  was  furnished,  but  July  7. 
the  order  was  not,  and  that  with  the  other  papers  relating 
to  the  quarrel  with  Dudley  upon  this  subject,  were  again 

i  for,  but  the  matter  proceeded  no  fiu'ther."  10. 

'  Br.  S.  P.  0,,  Proprieties,  vol.  sisi,,  pp.  243,  245. 
'  Seo  chap,  xiii.,  pp.  ll,  IS,  ante. 
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CHAP.         An  exclusive  bounty  for  ten  years,  of  one  pound  for 
,3JIl,  each  bolt  of  hemp  duck  made  in  Khode  Island,  tliat  ehould 
1722.    he  equal  to  Holland  duck,  was  granted  to  William  Bor- 
■^°S-    den.'    The  ai-gmnent  of  Rhode  Island  in  reply  to  Connec- 
ticut was  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  by 
Oct.  8.  Mr.  Partridge,  with  a  letter  asking  a  speedy  hearing  "  in 
case  they  should  not  think  fit  to  report  in  our  favor  with- 
out, which  ita  not  improbable  they  may,  the  manifest 
plainness  and  justice  of  our  case  considered."     An  Indian 
wai',  that  was  to  last  three  years,  had  broken  out  at  the 
eastwai'd,  instigated  by  the  Prench.     Gov,  Shnte  applied 
31-     to  Rhode  Island  for  aid.     A  messenger  was  sent  by  the 
Assembly  to  arrange  with  him  for  the  quota  of  men  or 
money  to  be  furnished  by  this  colony,  but  we  can  find  no 
recoi'd  of  what  was  done  in  the  matter, 
1T33-8         At  tlie  hearing  before  the  Board  of  Trade  in  the  case 
jg  ■    of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  a  vast  mass  of  testi- 
mony with  all  the  original  evidence  from  the  time  of  tlie 
charter,  a  period  of  sixty  years,  was  presented  by  the 
March   ^^^1  parties.'    The  Board  rendered  a  veiy  full  report  to 
the  Privy  Council,  condensing  the  arguments  on  either 
side,  deciding  that  Rhode  Island,  if  not  technically  right, 
was  clearly  so  morally,  and  concluding  with  the  wish  that 
both  colonies  might  voluntarily  surrender  their  charters 
and  be  annexed  to  ITew  Hampshire  I ' 
Feb.  The  Kingstown  committee  reported  to  the  Assembly 

^^-  at  Providence,  a  Hue  of  division  between  North  and  South 
Kingstown,  which  was  accepted,  and  the  townsmen  were 
ordered  to  proceed  with  their  elections  as  other  towns. 

'  A  loan  of  £600  foe  tbree  years,  on  mortgage  seonrity,  was  afterward, 
May,  1723,  made  to  him  for  assistance  in  the  manufacture  of  duck,  and  in 
June,  1728,  another  loan  of  £3,000  for  ten  yeara  was  made,  te  to  manufac- 
ture ISO  bolts  of  duck  annualty. 

°  Nearly  all  tlie  documents  referred  to  in  this  year,  except  the  final  Re- 
poM  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  are  found  in  Br.  S.  P.  0.,  Proprieties,  vol.  si., 
filling  almost  tbe  whole  TOlume. 

'  Br.  S.  P.  0.,  Proprieties,  vol.  jsxi.,  pp,  ESO-nti.  R.  I.  Col.  Itcc,  it. 
303-8. 
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Oliarters  were  prepai-ed  for  "botli  towns,  the  old  one  being  chap. 
void  by  the  act  of  division.  N"ortli  Kingstown  retained  ^^■ 
tlie  records  and  was  declared  to  be  the  older  town.  1723. 

A  great  storm  that  oecuiTed  this  winter,  carried  away 
the  piei-  at  Block  Island.    To  eonstrnet  a  new  one  the 
people  of  ITew  Shorehani  were  authorized  by  the  Assembly  May  3. 
to  coUect  subscriptions  in  the  colony,  and  to  levy  a  tax 
upon  the  town ;  and  aftenvard  received  an  appropriation    June 
of  a  hinidred  and  twenty-three  pounds  for  that  object.  ^^■ 

Extensive  piracies  had  been  recently  committed  in  the 
West  Indies  and  along  the  Amerieau  coast  by  two  sloops, 
which,  sailing  northward,  at  length  attacked  the  British 
sloop  of  war  Greyhound,  of  twenty  guns,  off  Long  Island,      10. 
mistaking  her  for  a  merchant  ship.     On  discovering  their 
error,  one  of  the  piratical  vessels  escaped,  the  other  was 
captured  and  taken  to  Newport  with  her  crew  of  thii'ty-six 
■men.     The  Assembly  ordered  a  military  force  to  guard      ■^Q 
the  prison.     An  admiralty  court  was  summoned  to  tiy    juiy 
the  prisoners.     "WilHam  Dummer,  Lieutenant-governor     10- 
of  Massachusetts,   president ;    Eichard  Wai-d,   register ; 
Jahleel  Brentoii,  jr.,  provost  marshal ;  with  the  governor 
and  collector  of  Rhode  Island,  four  of  tlie  Massachusetts 
council,  and  some  other  officers  formed  tlie  court.     The 
trial  occupied  two  days,  resulting  in  the  conviction  of 
twenty-six  of  the  pirates,  who  were  sentenced  to  be  hanged.  11-12. 
It  was  a  great  event  in  the  history  of  those  times.'     Tlie 
execution  took  place  on  Gravelly  Point,  called  also  Bull's     19, 
Point  in  the  printed  account,  and  the  bodies  were  bm-ied 
on  Goat  Island  shore,  between  high  and  low-water  mark. 
The  Privy  Council,  to  whom  the  report  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  upon  the  boundary  dispute  witli  Connecticut,  was 
made  in  Mai'ch,  referred  it  back  to  the  Board  to  inquire     17. 
of  the  agents  whether  tlieir  principals  would  agree  to  the 
recommendations  therein  contained,  and  if  the  agents  were 

'  The  trial  was  publialied  in  pamphlet  form  in  Boston,  and  ia  reprinted 
in  full  in  Ball's  Memoirs  of  E.  I.,  which  appeared  in  the  R.  I.  Republicao, 
1882-B,  aud  are  now  being  republished  in  the  Newport  Mercury 


„Google 


74  HISTORY    OF    THE    STATE   OF    BHODE    ISLAND. 

CHAP,  not  empowered  to  treat  on  that  subject,  then  to  direct 
.^^^  them  to  apply  to  their  respective  colonies  for  instructions 
1723.    thereupon.     IlTor  was  this  dispute  the  only  matter  that 

17  S^^^  trouhle  to  the  home  government.  The  order  in  eonn- 
cil,  reqiuring  a  bond  in  the  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds 
for  the  taking  the  oath  and  for  the  due  observance  of  the 
acts  of  trade  and  navigation,  was  considered  a  great  hard- 
ship hy  this  colony.  For  twenty-five  years  Gov.  Cranston 
had  taken  the  required  oath  and  faithfully  kept  it,  so  that 
this  new  movement  was  felt  to  he  oppressive  and  in  viola- 
tion of  the  chartered  rights  of  Ehode  Island.  Partridge, 
the  agent,  had  protested  against  it  in  a  petition  to  the 
King  at  the  time  the  order  and  instructions  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Massachusetts  were  sent  over,  fifteen  months 
before,  and  had  ashed  for  its  repeal.  The  council  to  whom 
his  petition  was  referred,  now  in  turn  referred  it  to  the 

26.  Board  of  Trade  to  inquire  what  powers  were  reserved  to 
the  King  in  the  Ehode  Island  charter,  and  how  far  the 
oaths  had  been  taken,  and  tlie  acts  of  trade  observed  in 
the  colony. 

31.  The  first  alma  house  in  Ehode  Island  was  erected  at 

this  time  in  Kewport,  by  a  vote  of  the  town. 

The  northern  boundary  line  had  been  run  according 
to  the  terms  of  the  compromise  agi'eement  at  Rehoboth, 
whereby  a  tract  one  mile  in  width,  belonging  to  Ehode 
Island  by  the  former  agreement  made  at  Eoxbury,  was 
conceded  to  Massachusetts,  upon  which,  it  proved,  that 
some  farms  had  already  been  laid  out  by  Providence  men. 
The  understanding  was,  that  such  farms  should  be  con- 
firmed to  their  owners  in  consideration  of  this  concession, 
and  that  Mr.  Belling  should  have  a  tract  of  seven  hundi-ed 
acres  which  ho  had  improved  within  the  line  of  Provi- 
dence. Local  geography  was  but  little  understood  in 
those  days,  aa  we  have  before  seen  in  the  case  of  Narra- 
ganset,'  so  that  to  carry  out  the  Eehohotli  agreement,  tliis 

•  See  chap,  ii.,  toL  i.,  pp.  293,  382. 
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further  explanation  was  necessaiy.     The  Massachusetts  chaf. 
council  voted  to  confimi  the  Providence  titles,  but  the 
representatives  refused  to  concur.     Tlie  government  of    1TS3. 
Kliode  Island  therefore  wrote  to  Gov.  Shute,  that  if  the      g  ^^ 
House  should  non-concui-,  upon  a  reconsideration  of  tho 
matter,  they  would  expect  Massachusetts  to  appoint  a 
committee,  in  connection  with  Hhode  Island,  to  measure 
off  the  said  mile  of  land  to  the  town  of  Providence,  ac- 
cording to  the  Eoxbuiy  agreement.'    Thus  tliia  dispute, 
settled  at  Five  Mile  Kiver,  was  renewed  by  the  failure  of 
Massachusetts  to  confirm  the  promise  of  their  commis- 
sioner.    The  General  Assembly  took  no  action  upon  the    Sopt. 
subject  at  present. 

The  government  of  Oonneetieut,  having  received  from 
their  agent  the  proposal  to   suiTender  the  charter,  ad-     Oct. 
dressed  a  brief  reply  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  declining  to     ^°- 
do  so ;  and  recognizing  the  boundary  question  as  the  oc- 
casion of  tlois  startling  proposition,   they  avowed  their 
readiness  to  abide  forever  by  the  Xing's  decision  upon  it. 

Although  Bristol  county  was  still  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  Ma^achnsetts,  and  was  destined  to  remain  so  for 
many  years,  whatever  of  interest  occuri'ed  there  at  this 
period,  may  properly  be  included  in  the  history  of  the 
State.  By  the  letters  of  Eev.  N".  Cotton,  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church  at  Bristol,  we  learn  that  two  great  calam- 
ities at  this  time  visited  the  town.  The  first  was  a  destruc- 
tive fire,  whereby  two  valuable  buildings,  with  "  sundry 
English  goods,"  were  consumed,  and  two  nights  later  a  go. 
violent  storm  broke  up  all  the  wharves,  destroyed  the 
bridges  and  drove  several  vessels  on  shore,  doing  damage 
to  the  extent  of  two  thousand  pounds." 

At  the  autumn  session  of  the  Assembly,  the  letter  of    ITov. 
Eiehard  Partridge  containing  tlie  proposal  for  a  surrender     ^''■ 

'  Sea  pp.  43,  62,  and  uotea,  ante.  MS.  Letters  and  Papers  of  M^s.,  1st 
eeriea,  toI.  ii.,  p.  124,  in  E.  I.  Hist.  Soc.    R.  I.  Col.  Rec.,  iv.  33S. 

"  MS.  Letters  and  Papers  of  Mass.,  let  series,  vol.  i.,  p.  130,  in  E,  L 
HiEt.  Soc. 
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CHAP,  of  the  charter  was  presented,  and  an  answer  returned  at 
^^'    gi'eat  length.     In  this  vepiy  the  colony  reheai-sed  their 
1123.    early  history,  and  then  proceeded  to   answer  the  four 
points  upon  which  the  proposition  was  based,  argaing 
tiiat  such  a  course  would  neither  be  for  tlie  interest  of 
Great  Britain,  nor  tend  to  c[iuet  tlie  dispute,  nor  aid  the 
defence  of  the  country,  nor  promote  trade.    In  the  coxu'se 
of  the  argument,  they  took  occasion  to  read  a  lesson  in 
geography  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  for  proposing  annexa- 
tion to  New  Hampshire.     This  lesson  was  further  en- 
^eb"     forced  by  Partridge  in  his  letter  to  the  Board,  inclosing 
10.     that  from  Ehode  Island,  wherein  he  presents  an  abstract 
of  the  iiiclosnre,  and  asks  tliat  a  hearing  upon  the  origi- 
nal question  of  boundary  may  be  speedily  granted.' 

An  Episcopal  Church  had  already  been  formed,  three 
yeai's  before  in  Bristol,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Orem,  who 
was  succeeded  by  Eev,  John  Usher,  the  past  year,  both 
having  been  sent  out  by  the  Society  for  propagating  tlie 
Gospel.  The  first  Episcopal  Church  in  Providence,  and 
the  third  m  the  colony,  as  it  then  CTdsted,  owed  its  origin 
to  the  persevering  piety  of  Gabriel  Benion,the  first  signer 
of  the  petition  for  Trinity  Ohm-ch  in  Newport,  twenty- 
five  years  before.  Eev.  James  McSpari'an,  who  for  two 
years  past  had  been  settled  over  St.  Paul's  Church  in 
Kingstown,  as  a  missionary  from  the  Enghsh  Society,  was 
the  first  to  conduct  public  service  according  to  the  forms 
of  the  ehm'ch  of  England  m  this  town.^  A  sufficient  sum 
was  I'aised  by  subscription  to  erect  a  church,  which  was 
built  this  year  upon  tlie  spot  now  occupied  by  St.  John's 
Church,  and  after  standing  eighty-seven  years,  gave  place 
to  the  present  beautiful  structure/     Rev.  George  Pigot 

'  R.  I.  Col.  Eec,  IT.  S34.  All  the  dooumenta  above  referred  to  in  this 
year,  are  in  Br.  S.  P.  0.,  Proprieties,  vol.  xi. 

"  Dr.  Hnmfries  aasigns  tliat  honor  to  Honejman,  and  MoSparran  oMma 
it  forliimaelf  ill  "America  Dieseeted,"  written  in  1762,  The  Bernon  Papers 
settle  the  question  in  furor  of  the  latter,  Updike's  Narrt,  Church,  p.  id. 

'  Huiafries  says,  the  frame  ivaa  r^sed  on  St.  Barnabas'  day,  1722.   Fres. 
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was  the  first  settled  miseioiiaiy  over  tliia  church.     The  CHAP. 
Puritan  Church,  ah-eady  introduced  in  the  southern  por-  ^.f^ 
tions  of  the  colony,  which,  for  the  past  four  years,  had  1723  4 
existed  as  a  distinct  society  in  Providence,  also. erected 
their  first  house  of  worship  here  during  this  year.    This 
building,  known  at  present  as  "  the  Old  Town  House," 
after  heing  occupied  as  a  church  for  seventy-one  years, 
was  sold  to  the  town,  and  the  following  year  the  new 
church,  standing  on  the  spot  now  occupied  by  the  First 
Congi-egational   Society,  was  dedicated  to  religious  ser- 

This  winter  the  Assembly  passed  the  celebrated  act  re-  Feti. 
quiring  a  freehold  qualification  of  the  value  of  one  hun- 
dred pounds,  or  an  annual  income  of  two  pounds  derived 
from  real  ratate,  to  entitle  any  man  to  become  a  freeman. 
The  eldest  son  of  a  freeman  might  vote  m  right  of  his 
father's  freehold.  Those  who  had  before  been  admitted 
freemen,  although  possessing  no  fi'eehold,  retained  their 
franchise.  This  law,  requiring  a  permanent  interest  in 
the  soil  as  a  prerequisite  to  electoral  privilege,  had  become 
r  from  the  influx  of  new  settlers  in  the  colony, 
e  numbers  of  whom  were  admitted  as  freemen  at  every 
a  of  the  Assembly.  The  spirit  of  EngHsh  law  was 
y  preserved,  an  essential  point  to  be  cared  for  by  a 
colony  whose  institutions  were  so  frequently  a  subject  of 
inquiry  by  the  home  government,  while  the  peculiar  prin- 
ciples of  the  people  were  thus  protected  by  excluding  from 
a  voice  in  legislation  all  transient  residents,  from  the 
neighboring  colonies,  who  had  not  a  v^ted  inter^t  in  the 
welfare  of  the  State.     Tor  one  hundred  and  twenty  years 

styles  aaya,  it  ivna  built  (by  irbioh  he  probably  meant  completed)  ia  ITSS, 
■wMoh  wcs  the  time  when  Pigot  the  missionary  at  Stratford,  Cona.,  left  his 
charge  to  come  to  Providence, 

'  This  edifice  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1814.  The  next  year,  tlic  present 
aubslantiol  and  elegant  stone  clmrcli  was  erected.  This  church  and  society, 
generally  known  as  the  Benevolent  Congregational  Society,  by  which  name 
it  was  incorporated  in  Oct.,  I'l70,  is  now  under  the  pastoral  charge  of  Ret. 
E.  E.  Hall,  D.D.,  and  formed  the  first  Unitarian  Church  in  Ehode  Island. 
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OHAP.  this  law  remained  tmclianged,  save  in  tlie  value  of  tlic 
.^^^  required  fi.'eehold,  and  the  same  instinct  of  Bdf-preserva- 
1723-4  tion,  the  same  determination  of  the  people  to  keep  in  their 
own  hands  the  framing  of  their  own  laws,  dictated  the 
provision  in  the  present  constitution  of  the  State  requiring 
all  men  of  foreign  hirth  to  hold  a  small  amount  of  real 
estate  hefore  being  entitled  to  vote.  Another  act  that 
has  had  less  of  historic  celebrity,  but  of  which  the  princi- 
ple has  been  adopted  extensively  in  the  western  States, 
and  has  caused  much  discussion  in  its  appKeation  by  them 
to  the  ^Federal  Congress,  was  one  allowing  freemen  of  the 
towns,  who  were  not  freemen  of  the  colony,  to  vote  for 
deputies,  A  law  forbidding  this  had  been  recently  passed, 
and  was  now  repealed,  "  it  being  found  inconvenient." 
It  was,  however,  a  matter  of  lees  importance  in  Ehode 
Island,  where  those  who  were  freemen  of  tlie  towns  were 
always  made  free  of  the  colony  upon  request  to  the  As- 
sembly, than  it  is  in  its  later  application  by  some 
of  the  !N"ew  States,  to  their  members  of  Congi'css, 
where  it  becomes  a  grave  question  of  international  law, 
whether  those  whom  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  excludes  from  a  voice  in  the  general  government, 
should  be  permitted  to  use  that  power  beeaxise  con- 
ferred upon  them  by  State  law.  But  this  is  not  the  place 
to  diecuss  such  a  point ;  suffice  it  to  say,  that  good  or 
bad,  the  principle  had  its  origui  iu  this  State,  and  is 
found,  with  the  reasons  for  it,  in  the  above-mentioned 
repeal  of  a  statute. 
172^  The  same  general  officers  were  re-elected  for  the  ensuing 

Mav8    J^^^-     For  nearly  sisty  years  the  deputies  had  been  ex- 
empt from  ai-rest  or  attachment  during  their  tenii  of  office. 
This  exemption  was  now  limited  to  the  period  of  the  ses- 
June    sions  and  for  three  days  before  and  after  each  session.     A 
^^'     new  feiTy  was  estabHshed  to  run  from  Warwick  Neck  to 
the  north  end  of  Prudence  Island. 
Oct.  8.         The  Connecticut  Assembly  once  more  appointed  com- 
a  with  full  powers  to  arrange  the  boundary  line, 
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and  Khode  Island  did  tlie  same.     The  scarcity  of  BmaJl  CHAP, 
silver,  and  copper  money  had  led  to  a  practice  of  tearing 
the  hills  of  credit  into  fractional  portions  for  the  purpose    1724, 
of  making  change'     An    act    was    passed    to    prevent     f.^'" 
their    mutilation.       Gov.    Talcott  gave  eonuniaaions  to     35, 
the  men  appointed  by  Connecticut  to  settle  the  boundary. 
The  Ehode  Island  Assembly  struck  from  the  act  appoint-     29. 
ing  the  boundary  commissioners  the  words  "  to  our  hounds 
given  us  by  our  charter,"  to  enable  them  to  make  a  final 
adjustment  by  compromise.     A  messenger  was  sent  to 
Connecticut  to  exchange  copies  of  the  acts,  and  commis- 
sions upon  this  subject.     The  war  with  the  eastern  Indians 
still  continuing  after  the  destruction  of  Norridgewock, 
Massachusetts  again  applied  to  Rhode  Island  to  furnish 
her  quota  of  troops,  and  to  unite  ia  sendi 
to  Canada,     Tlie  request  for  aid  was  declined  in  a  h 
stating  the  reasons  for  refusal,  but  offering  to  send  a 
remonstrance  jotatly  with  Massachusetts,   to   Vaudreil, 
governor  of  Canada,  against  the  encouragement  offered 
by  the  French  to  the  Indian  enemy,'     Owing  to  a  failure 
of  the  crops,  the  exportation  of  grain  was  forbidden.     Tlie 
treasurer  was  directed  to  buy  two  thousand  bushels  of 
Indian  com  to  be  sold  at  cost  to  the  people,  no  person  in 
Newport  to  have  over  four  bushels  at  a  time,  nor  more 
tlian  eight  bushels  in  the  other  towns. 

Gov.  Cranston's  commission  to  the  boundary  commit-  1734-6 
tee,  contained  full  instructions  and  advice  how  they  should    vl 
proceed,  and  clothed  them  with  ample  powers  according 
to  the  act  of  Assembly.'    The  next  day  Gov.  Talcott  in- 
structed the  Connecticut  commissioners  in  a  similar  man-     is, 
ner,  and  authorized  them  to  recede  from  the  bounds  set  in 
their  charter.     Both  parties  tlms  met  at  "Westerly,  pre- 
pared to  compromise,  but  no  report  of  their  proceedings      17. 
can  be  found.     It  ia  probable  that  advices  from  England 

'  It  will  be  remembered  that  a  little  more  thnn  twenty  yaara  ago,  after 
the  commercial  tevulsion  of  1337,  a  amilar  dlifieulty  maa  met  fay  the  issuing 
of  frouitional  bank  bills  of  the  fienominationa  of  fl  35,  $1  50,  and  $1  75. 

"  R.  I.  Col.  Reo.,  IT.  851-353.  '  R.  I.  Col.  Rec,  iv.  354-848, 
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CHAP,  as  to  the  progress  of  the  suit  led  them  to  postpone  any 
action,  yet  we  find  that  Connecticnt  appointed  another 

1725.    committee  for  the  same  purpose  in  the  spiing. 

May  Yery  little  of  interest  occurred  diunng  the  year.     The 

Sahbatarians  of  Westerly  were  complained  of,  for  worting 
on  Simday,  to  the  annoyance  of  their  neighbors,  and  the 
5.  scandal  of  the  colony  ahroad.  The  Assemhly  advised 
and  cautioned  them  "  that,  although  the  ordinances  of 
men  may  not  square  with  their  private  principle,  yet  they 
must  be  subject  to  them,  for  the  Lord's  sake."  Collector 
Kay  hept  the  Board  of  Trade  advised  of  all  laws  respect- 
ing bills  of  credit  and  other  mattere,  supposed  to  conflict 
with  tlie  royal  authority.  A  recent  act  continuing  the 
two  issues  of  these  bills  in  Ehode  Island,  was  sent  home 
10.  by  Mm  at  this  time.'  The  mode  of  laying  out  highways 
in  the  towns  was  prescribed.     An  act  for  docking  and 

June  cutting  off  estates'  taU,  pursuant  to  the  laws  of  England, 
was  passed,  creating  the  proper  offices  for  that  purpose. 
The  mainland  towns  were  empowered  to  build  a  house  of 
coiTection  for  vagrants,  and  "  to  keep  mad  persons  in." 
This  is  the  earliest  law  in  which  mention  is  made  of  in- 
sanity in  Ehode  Island,  as  well  as  the  firet  approach  to 
the  disciplinary  and  reformatory  institutions  so  numerous 
and  well  conducted  at  the  present  day  in  this  State. 

The  regular  meetings  of  the  Quakers,  or  Society  of 
Friends,  had  long  been  organized,  and  their  principles 
had  rapidly  extended  in  this  and  the  neighboring  colonies. 
Besides  theii-  meetings  on  the  island,  before  noticed,  the 
Greenwich  monthly  meeting,  embracing  members  living 
west  of  Nari-aganset  Bay,  had  been  in  existence  twenty- 
six  years,  and  two  meeting-houses  were  already  erected 

Jnly    in  Providence  county."     It  was  now  proposed  to  build  a 

■  Br.  aP.  0.,  vol.  si.,R.81. 

'  The  first  of  these,  called  after  the  diviaion  of  the  county  into  town- 
ships, "  Lower  SmithfieW,"  was  boilt  in  1704,  the  nest,  or  "  Upper  Smitli- 
field,"  at  Woonaoctiet,  in  1719.  For  moce  minate  detiiila  of  the  Quakeis 
and  other  religious  Booieties,  than  the  limlls  of  this  work  will  permit,  see 
Staples'  Annals  of  Providence,  chapter  vii. 
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third  meeting-hoase  in  the  town  of  Providence,  and  five  CHAP, 
years  later  the  fourth  in  the  county  was  erected  in  what  ■ 

is  now  Cranston.  The  military  spirit  of  EKode  Island,  1725. 
ever  ready  to  enlist  in  warlike  enterprise,  placed  no  re- 
straint upon  the  peaceful  followers  of  Fox.  The  law  sus- 
tained them  in  the  indefeasible  rights  of  conscience,  while 
it  eqnally  maintained  the  prowess  of  the  colony  amid  the 
continual  conflicts  of  a  martial  age. 

By  a  law  that  had  heen  in  operation  four  years,  com-  0"^. 
mon  drunkards  were  to  be  posted  by  town  councils,  and 
dealers  were  forbidden  to  sell  spirits  to  such  persons.  It 
was  found  that  they  would  get  supplied  in  neighboring 
towns,  to  prevent  which  it  was  ordered  that  drunkards 
should  be  posted  in  the  adjoining  towns  as  well  as  in 
their  own.  A  second  ferry  from  Newport,  to  run  from 
Easton's  point  to  Jamestown,  was  established. 

To  meet  the  action  of  the  Connecticut  Assembly  in  i725_6 
May,  the  Khode  Island  Assembly,  at  a  special  se^ion,     Jan- 
again   appointed  commissioners  on  the  boundary ;    but 
the  matter  had  progressed  too  fai'  in  England  to  render 
their  proceedings  important.     The  Board  of  Trade,  whose 
report,  made  three  years  before,  had  been  referred  back  to 
them  hy  the  Privy  Council,  made  a  second  report,'  upon     26. 
the  map  and  new  evidence  since  presented,  still  more  fa- 
vorable to  Rhode  Island,  recommending  that  the  hoim- 
dary  be  fixed  at  the  green  lines  on  the  map,  in  accordance 
with  the  agreement  of  1703.     This  was  a  final  trimnph 
for  Rhode  Island,  although  another  year  was  to  elapse,  in 
the  slow  routine  of  official  business,  before  the  royal  de- 
ci-ee  confirming  the  report  should  issue. 

Still  less  of  any  historical  importance,  was  done  in  the    1726. 
colony  during  the  ensuing  year.     Tlie  Assembly  adopted  ^^J'*' 
an  addi-ess,  congratulating  his  Majesty  on  his  escape  from 
shipwreck  in  crowing  from  Holland  in  January,  during 
a  violent  storm.'    The  rate  of  millers'  toll  was  fixed  at 

'  Br.  g.  p.  0.,  Proprieties,  vol.  xsxi.,  pp.  340-51. 
=  Br.  S.  P,  0,,  America  and  "WeEt  Indies,  vol.  ZIS. 
VOL.   II.— 42 
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CHAP,  two  quarts  of  gi'ain  for  eacli  buahel  groand.     In  a  private 
,^^  easej  judgment  on  appeal  was  awarded  for  one  hundred 
1726.    pounds  in  silver  money,  or  one  hundred  and  eighty-one 
'^^y    poimds  ten  shilhngs  in  bills  of  credit,  which  determineB 
the  rate  of  depreciation  of  paper  money  at  that  time.     The 
frame  of  the  second  church,  built  by  the  First  Baptist 
80.     Society,  waa  raised,  and  the  building  was  completed  dur- 
ing the  yeai'.'    The  present  Ti-iuity  Church  in  Newport 
was  also  completed  this  year.     The  old  building  having 
become  too  small  for  the  society,  was  removed,  and  the 
new  one  erected  on  its  site.     The  prospect  of  war  with 
"^*    Spain,  caused  a  new  militia  act  to  be  pa^ed,  authorizing 
the  soldiers  to  elect  their  own  oificers,  to  be  confirmed  by 
the  governor  and  council,  and  to  hold  their  commissions 
for  three  years.'    Jfeglect  of  military  duty  was  heavily 
fined,  but  the  rights  of  eouscienee  were  guarded  by  a  pro- 
vision, releasing  from  the  penalty  any  one  known  to  be 
averse  to  war  upon  religious  grounds,  who  ehonld  pre- 
sent a  certiticate  to  that  effect  from  the  meeting  with 

'  Theic  Bret  meeting-house  was  on  the  west  EiiJe  of  North  Mnin,  nearly 
opposite  Star  Street,  Bnd  was  built  about  1700,  prior  to  which  the  church 
met  in  a  grove,  or  in  stormy  waachcr,  at  private  houses.  The  second  house, 
built  in  1123,  was  occupied  until  I'i'IS,  when  the  present  church  was  com- 
pleted, and  opened  for  divine  service  on  the  28th  of  May. — See  Beoediet'e 
Hist,  of  the  Bapljsts,  and  Staples'  Annals  of  Providence.  The  superb  Bpira 
of  this  church  stands  unrivalled  fot  its  beauty  of  proportion  and  itsarchitee. 
tural  elegance,  among  al!  the  subsequent  creations  of  ecclesiastical  art,  and 
until  a  very  recent  period,  waa  also  the  loftiest  spire  in  the  United  States, 
This  church  and  society  were  incorporated  4th  May,  1774,  as  The  Charitable 
Baptist  Society.  It  was  the  fifth  chartered  church  in  the  colony.  The 
preamble  to  the  charter  describes  it  as  "  being  the  oldest  Ohrialian  chnrch 
in  this  colony,  and  professing  to  beiieve  that  Wafer  Baptism  ought  to  be 
admittiatered  by  Immersion  only,  and  that  professed  Believers  in  Jesus 
Clirist,  and  no  others,  are  proper  subjects  of  the  same."  What  waa  the 
opinion  of  those  who  lived  almost  a  century  nearer  to  the  time  of  ite  origin 
than  tie  ,do,  upon  tlie  question  of  priority,  recenlly  contested,  may  be 
gathered  from  this  estract.    See  chaps,  iv,,  v,,  Tol.  i.,  pp.  107,  8, 139,  40, 

'  This  law  was  repealed  four  years  later,  as  the  election  of  officers  by 
the  soldiers  "  was  found  to  be  of  ill-consequenoe." 
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■wliicli  he  ■was  connected.     Such  persons,  however,  vrere  cuap. 
required  to  aid  in  the  common  defence  in  every  way  ex-       ^^^* 
cept  by  actual  fighting.     The  English  statute  of  limitation    1T36. 
of  personal  actions  enacted  in  twenty-first  James  I.  was 
adopted.     It  often  happened  in  cases  of  appeal  to  the 
King  in  council  from  the  decisions  of  the  Assembly,  as  a 
Court  of  Errors,  that  tli^e  decisions  were  reversed  ;  mean- 
while execution  had  been  granted  by  the  Assembly,  and 
no  seemity  given  by  the  appellee  to  make  restitution  in 
case  of  such  reversal.     The  subject  was  acted  upon  by  the  juiyg. 
Privy  Council,'  and  instructions  were  sent  to  all  the  col-     28. 
onies  to  suspend  execuiion  in  such  cases  until  the  final 
issue,  unless  adequate  security  was  given  by  the  appellee.^ 

Trouble  had  recently  been  caused  by  persons  from 
Connecticut   running  lines  within  the  border  towns  of 
Ehode  Island,  to  prevent  which  the  Assembly  ordered  the    Oct, 
arrest  and  committal,  to  ^Newport  jail  of  any  such  intru- 
ders.   Tlie  occasion  for  this  was  soon  removed  by  the  ac- 
tion of  the  home  government.     The  committee  of  the 
Privy  Council  adopted  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  1720-7 
and  made  their  final  report  to  the  King  in  conformity    ^^■ 
thereto,  whereupon  a  decree  was  issued  which  settled  for- 
ever tho  western  line  of  the  colony,  in  accordance  with  the  Feb.  8. 
agreement  at  Stomngton  twenty-four  years  before,'    There 
remahied  only  for  the  two  colonies  to  run  out  the  lines 
agreeably  with  the  decree. 

The  death  of  Governor  Samuel  Cranston,  was  no  or-  173T. 
dinary  event  in  the  history  of  the  colony.  In  the  strength  P" 
of  his  intellect,  the  eom'age  and  firmness  of  his  adminis- 
tration, and  the  skill  with  which  he  conducted  public 
affairs  in  every  crisis,  he  resembles  the  early  race  of 
Hhode  Islanders.  Thirty  times  successively  chosen  to  the 
highest  ofiice,  he  preserved  his  popularity  amidst  political 
convulsions  that  had  swept  away  every  other  official  in 


'  Br.  a  P.  0.,  Proprieties,  vol.  ».,  K.  60.    R.  I.  Coi.  Eec,  iv.,  SlO-S. 
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CHAP,  the  colony.  He  was  the  connecting  hiik  between  two 
^^^  centuries  of  its  history,  and  seemed,  as  it  were,  the  bridge 
172T.  over  which  it  pa^ed  in  safety,  from  tlie  long  struggle  for 
existence  with  the  royal  governors  of  Massachusetts,  to 
the  peaceful  possession  of  its  chartered  rights  tinder  the 
House  of  Hanover,  The  piratical  period,  the  stiife  about 
the  acts  of  trade,  tlie  desperate  effoi'ts  of  Bellemont  and 
his  Bueaessors,  a  long  and  exhausting  foreign  v/av,  and 
two  hittei"  boundaiy  disprites  involving  the  lai'gest  portion 
of  the  colony,  one  of  which  he  lived  to  see  favorably  and 
finally  settled,  were  some  of  the  perplexing  qu^tions  of 
his  administrafcion.  The  romance  of  history  illustrates 
eTei'y  period  of  hia  pubHe  cai'eer,  and  fonns  a  fitting  com- 
plement to  that  singular  romance  of  private  life  which 
pertained  to  his  early  manhood.' 

'  Although  tlie  limits  of  this  work  permit  no  biograpbiciil  aketclies,  the 
stoiy  liere  referred  to  is  so  remarkable  that  the  I'eader  «ill  pardoa  its  in- 
sertion in  a  note.  The  facts  are  tiil^en  from  a  notice  of  Got.  Cranston  in 
Ball's  Memoic  of  E.  I.  In  ewly  life,  soon  after  his  marriage  with  Mary,  a 
grand-daughter  of  Roger  WilliamB,  he  went  to  sea,  and  was  not  heard  from 
for  many  years.  It  proTed  that  he  had  heeu  captured  bj  pirates,  and  per- 
haps, like  Wra.  Harris,  had  bean  taken  to  Algiers.  At  aiiy  rate,  he  was 
unablo  to  communicate  with  his  fiimily,  who  had  long  given  him  up  for 
dead.  Here  we  take  up  the  narrative  as  related  by  Mr.  Bull  "  Hie  wife, 
having  an  offer  of  marriage,  accepted  it,  and  was  on  the  evs  of  solemnizing 
the  marriage  ceremony ;  but  Ccaastoo,  having  arrived  in  Boston,  hastened 
homeward,  and  at  Howland's  Ferry,  just  before  night,  wna  informed  that 
his  wife  y/nB  to  be  married  that  evening.  "With  increased  speed  he  flew  to 
Newport,  but  not  until  the  wedding  gueels  had  begun  to  assemble!  She 
was  called  by  a  servant  into  the  kitchen — '  a  person  being  there  who  wished 
l«  speak  with  her.'  A  man  in  sailor's  habit  advanced  and  Informed  her 
that '  her  hnsband  had  arrived  in  Boston,  and  reqnested  hira  to  inform  her 
that  he  was  on  hia  way  to  Newport.'  This  information  inducedher  to  ques- 
tion the  man  very  closely  ;  he  then  told  her  that  what  he  had  said  was  the 
truth,  for  he  had  seen  her  husbond  at  Howland's  Ferry  that  very  afternoon, 
and  that  he  was  on  his  way  to  Newport;  he  then,  stepping  towards  her, 
raised  his  cap,  and  pointed  to  a  scar  on  his  head,  or  forehead,  and  said, 
'  do  jou  recollect  that  scar  ? '  from  which  she  at  once  recognized  her  hus- 
band actually  in  her  presence  1  He  then  entertidned  the  wedding  guests 
with  a  story  of  his  adventures  and  sufferings,  having  been  taken  by  pirates, 
and  not  having  had  the  opportunity  or  moans  of  communicating  the  fact  to 
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A  brief  and  general  notice  of  the  religions  condition  CHAP- 
of  the  colony,  will  conclude  this  chapter.  The  number 
of  new  churches  springing  up  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  1T2T. 
eighteenth  century  in  Ehode  Island,  and  the  steady  and 
rapid  increase,  during  the  same  period,  of  those  already 
oecnpying  tlie  ground, — the  Baptists,  and  Quakers, — fur- 
nish evidence  of  a  degi'ee  of  religions  interest  pervading 
the  colony,  that  ia  both  gratifying  in  itself,  and  conclu- 
sive in  refutation  of  sectarian  slanders.  "We  should  re- 
ceive with  caution  the  statements  of  writers,  zealous  in 
tlieir  own  faith,  but  sceptical  as  to  all  others,  whose  free 
denunciations  of  "  the  heretical  colony,"  upon  this  point, 
would  be  more  safely  interpreted  to  imply  that  their  pecu- 
liar tenets  were  not  so  prevalent  in  Ehode  Island,  as  were 
those  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  State.  There  is  no  one 
point  upon  wliich  intelligent  and  educated  men  ai'C  so 
prone  to  en-,  as  in  supposing  that  the  highest  type  of 
Christian  character  is  rai-ely  to  be  found  without  the 
sphere  of  their  particular  church ;  and  there  is  no  subject 
upon  which  a  more  general  ignorance  exists,  among  the 
same  class  of  men,  than  that  of  the  theological  views,  or 
distinctive  dogmas  of  other  churches  than  their  own.  The 
histoiy  of  Bhode  Island  furnishes,  perhaps,  the  best  illus- 
ti'ation  of  these  trutlis,  because  here  was  the  only  ground 
upon  which  all  sects  stood  equal  before  the  laws,  and 
where  the  champions  of  each  coidd  display  their  real 
characters,  and  show  the  influence  of  then'  respective 
theologies.  Cotton  Mather,  writing  at  the  close  of  the 
past  century,  describes  !Rhode  Island  as  "  a  coUuvics  of 
Antinomians,  Familists,  Anabaptists,  Antisahhatarians, 
Arminians,  Socinians,  Quakers,  Banters,  every  thing  in 
tlie  world  birt  Boman  Catholics  and  true  Cliristians." ' 
Humfries,  the  historian  of  the  society  under  whose  auspi- 

her;  having  at  la£t  eEOapcd  out  of  their  hands,  on  hia  way  homo  ho  arrived 
at  Boston,  aud  from  thence  to  Howland's  Ferry,  and  from  tiienee  with  in- 
oreaeed  anniety  and  speed  to  the  arras  of  his  wife." 
'  Magnalia,  b.  yii.,  chap,  iii.,  see.  12,  written  in  189S. 
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CHAP,  ces  the  Church  of  England  was  iDtroduced,  deriving  }ii8 
,^^^  informatioii  from  the  missionaries  in  Rhode  Island,  says ; 
1T2T.  "  The  people  were  negligent  of  all  religion  till  about  the 
year  1722  ;  the  very  best  were  such  as  called  themselves 
Baptists,  or  Quakers,  but  it  was  feared  many  were  Gorto- 
niaus  or  Deists." '  The  Rev.  N.  Prince,  missionary  at 
"Westerly,  expresses  his  a&toniahmcnt  at  the  kind  treat- 
ment he  received,  so  unlike  tliat  which  everywhere  else 
was  accorded  to  those  who  differed  from  the  prevailing 
religious  sentiment.  He  says :  "  The  sectaiies  here  are 
chiefly  Baptists,  that  keep  the  Saturday  as  a  sahbath,  and 
are  more  numerous  than  all  the  other  persuasions  through- 
out the  town  put  together ; "  and  then  proceeds  to  express 
his  wonder :  "  that  tliose  Baptists  who  I  imagined  would 
oppose  me,  and  all  of  tlie  same  interest  with  me,  should  he 
so  fai"  from  it,  that  they  have  expressed  a  gladness  of  a 
minister's  coming  to  those  of  a  different  persuasion  from 
them ;  that  instead  of  separating  and  keeping  at  a  dis- 
tance, they  should  many  of  them  come  with  my  own 
hearers,  and  be  as  constant  as  most  of  them,  and  but  few 
that  would  not  occasionally  do  it,  and  manifest  their 
liking ;  that  when  I  supposed  that  if  they  did  come,  it 
would  he  to  pick,  and  carp,  and  find  fault,  and  then  go 
away  and  make  the  worst  of  it,  that  they  should  come 
after  a  sermon  and  thank  me  for  it ;  that  instead  of  shun- 
ning me  and  keeping  oif  from  an  acquaintance  with  me, 
they  should  invite  me  to  their  houses,  and  be  sorry  if  I 
would  pass  hy  without  calling ;  that  their  two  ministers 
in  the  town,  who  I  expected  would  be  virulent  and  flei'ce 
against  rae,  and  stir  up  their  people  to  stand  to  their  arms, 
should  not  only  hear  me,  thank  me,  visit  me,  but  talie  my 
part  against  some  few  of  their  own  persuasion  that  showed 
T  spu-it  towards  us,  and  be  the  most  charitable 


'  See  Staples' Annals,  p.  444;  nleo  MeSparraa'a  "America  Diaseetcd," 
in  Updke's  Narvt.  Church,  Appendix,  to  the  same  effect. 
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and  catholic, -whom  I  thouglit  to  liave  found  the  most  stiff  chap. 
and  prejudiced." '  v— v-^ 

The  fact  is,  that  the  operation  of  the  voliiritary  priliei-  1727. 
pie  was  unknown  beyond  the  limits  of  Hhode  Island. 
The  niinieters  of  the  various  sects,  brought  hither  the 
peculiar  spirit  of  their  own  cliurchea,  and  reflected  that 
spirit  in  their  i-eports,  while  expressing  surprise  at  the 
kindnesa  of  their  reception,  or  attributing  the  absence  of 
fanaticism  to  a  negligence  of  aU  reKgion,  They  were,  by 
this  time,  neai'lj  all  represented  in  the  Khode  Island  "  col- 
luvies ; "  and  we  have  yet  to  discover  any  evidence,  other 
than  that  furnished  by  the  sectarian  bias  proceeding  from 
their  ignorance  of  the  distinctive  principles  of  the  founders 
of  the  State,  that  this  harmonious  union  was  not  more 
conducive  to  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  people,  than  was 
the  predominance  of  any  one  of  the  new-coming  sects, 
with  its  resulting  union  of  church  and  State,  which  every- 
where else  prevailed. 

The  liberal  Baptist,  denying  any  mortal  power  over 
the  immortal  mind ;  the  benign  Quater,  seeking  only  to 
be  guided  by  "  the  inner  light ; "  the  mystical  Gortonist, 
merging  his  humanity  in  the  Divine  essence, — these  had 
framed  and  founded  the  institutions  of  a  State,  wpon  prin- 
ciples broad  enough  to  embrace  the  whole  human  family 
as  the  children  of  One  common  Father,  The  polished 
Episcopalian  and  the  zealous  Puritan,  each  claiming  in  his 
despatches  to  be  "  the  true  church,"  speedily  followed  to 
occupy  a  field  at  once  so  novel  and  so  inviting.  Each 
learned  something  he  had  never  known  before,  and  all 
were  improved  by  the  mutual  contact ;  so  that  even 
Mather,  a  quarter  of  a  century  later  than  tiie  denunciation 
above  given,  after  having  himself  assisted  at  the  ordination 
of  a  Baptist  clergyman  in  Boston,"  writes  in  a  letter  to 

'  This  letter  was  written  in  1721-2,  and  ia  found  in  Mass.  Hist.  Soc. 
Letters  and  Papers,  1721-1790,  p,  7,  Ko.  1,  and  in  MS.  Letters  and  Papers, 
1  Series,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  102-7,  in  K.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

'  Eev.  Elisha  Callender,  aetlled  over  the  Boston  Baptist  Church  in  1718. 
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CHAP.  Lord  Barrington,  describing,  although  not  acknowledging, 

^._^  the  progress  of  Khode  Island  principles,  tliat  "  Calviniste 

1121.    with  Lutherans,  Preshyterians  with  Episcopalians,  Pedo- 

baptists  with  Anabaptists,  beholding  one  another  to  fear 

God  and  wort  righteousness,  do  with  dehght  sit  down 

together  at  the  same  table  of  the  Lord."  ^ 

The  triumph  of  liberal  sentiments,  achieved  through 
the  spirit  of  Williams,  the  sufferings  of  Gorton,  the  trials 
of  Clai'ke,  and  tlie  persecution  of  the  Quakers,  is  here  con- 
fessed, in  a  single  passage,  by  the  high  priest  of  the  Puri- 
tans. 

The  reign  of  bigoti'y  had  ceased. 


APPENDIX    I. 

THE  PALATINE  LIGHT, 


Tlie  following  account  of  the  Palatine  light,  is  taken 
from  a  publication  called  the  Parthenon.  It  was  written 
by  Dr.  Aaron  C.  Willey,  a  resident  physician  of  the 
island,  to  Dr.  Samuel  L.  Mitchell,  of  Kow  York  : — ■ 

Bi/iCH  IsLiND,  DecpmlsF  10, 1311. 

Bear  Sir : — la  a  former  letter  I  promised  to  give  jqu  an  account 
of  the  singular  ligiit  which  ia  sometimes  seen  from  this  place ;  I  now 
hasten  to  fulfil  my  engagement.  I  should  long  since  have  communi- 
cated the  fact  to  the  hterary  world,  hut  was  nnwihing  to  depend 
wholly  iipon  the  information  of  others,  when  hy  a  Uttle  delay,  there 
was  prohability  of  my  receiving  occnlar  demonstration.    I  have  not, 

Both  the  Mathers  aasisted  at  the  ceremony,  u.nd  Cotton  Mather  prenobed 
the  ordination  sermon,  which  waa  printed  under  the  title   "  Good  Men 
TTnited."    Hildreth'fl  U.  S.,  ii.,  306. 
■  Mass.  Hist  Coll.,  vol.  i.,  p.  lOB. 
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i.v..=.vi-,  beeu  so  fortunate  in  this  respect  as  I  could  wiali,  iiaying  had  CHAP. 
only  two  opportunities  of  viewing  this  phenomenon.    My  residing     SIV. 
nearly  six  miles  from  the  shore  which  lies  nest  to  the  region  of  its  ex-    ^pp^ 
hibition,  and  behind  elevated  ground,  has  prevented  mo  from  seeing  it       I. 
so  freiiuently,  perhaps,  as  I  might  otlierwLse  have  done.    The  people 
who  have  always  lived  hiere,  ai-e  so  familiarized  to  the  sight,  that  they 
never  think  of  giving  notice  to  those  who  do  not  happen  to  he  present, 
or  even  of  mentioning  it  afterwards,  unless  they  hear  some  pai-ticolar 
inquiries  made. 

This  curious  irradiation  rises  from  the  ocean  near  the  northern 
part  of  the  island.  Its  appearance  is  nothmg  different  fi-om  a  blaze 
of  fire ;  whether  it  actually  touches  the  water,  or  merely  hovers  over 
it  is  nncertain,  for  I  am  informed  that  no  pei-son  has  been  near 
enough  to  decide  accurately.  It  beams  with  various  magnitudes,  and 
appears  to  beai-  no  more  analogy  to  the  ignis  fatnus  than  it  does  to  the 
aurora  borealis.  Sometimes  it  is  small,  resembling  the  light  through 
a  distant  window ;  at  others  espanding  to  the  highness  of  a  ship  with 
all  her  canvas  spread.  When  large  it  displays  either  a  pyramidioal 
form,  or  three  constant  streams.  In  the  latter  case  the  streams  are 
somewliat  blended  together  at  the  bottom,  but  separate  and  distinct 
at  the  top,  while  the  middle  one  rises  rather  higher  than  the  other 
two.  It  may  have  the  same  appearance  when  small,  but  owing  to 
the  distance  and  aun-ounding  vapors,  cannot  be  clearly  perceived. 
This  light  often  seems  to  be  in  a  constant  stfl.te  of  mutaKon ;  decreas- 
ing by  degrees  it  becomes  invisible,  or  resembles  a  lucid  point,  then 
shining  anew  sometimes  with  a  sudden  flare,  at  others  by  agradualin- 
oreasoment,toits  fomer  size.  Often  the  mntability  regards  the  lustre 
only,  becoming  less  and  Jess  bright  until  it  disappears,  or  nothing  but  a 
pale  outime  can  be  discerned  of  its  full  size ;  then  resuming  its  foi-mer 
splendor  m  the  manner  before  related.  The  duration  of  its  greatest 
and  least  state  of  illumination  is  not  commonly  more  than  two  or 
three  minutes;  tliis  inconstancy,  however,  does  not  appear  in  evei7 
instance. 

Aftei-  the  radiance  seems  to  be  wholly  esticct,  it  does  not  always 
return  in  the  same  phice,  but  is  not  unfrequently  seen  shining  at  some 
inconsiderable  distance  from  which  it  disappeared.  In  this  transfer 
of  locality  it  seems  to  have  no  certain  line  of  direction. 

When  most  espanded,  this  blaze  is  generally  wavering,  like  tho 
flame  of  a  torch.  At  one  time  it  appeai-s  stationary,  at  another  pro- 
gressive. It  is  seen  at  all  seasons  of  the  yeai-,  and  for  the  most  part 
in  the  calm  weather  which  precedes  an  easteriy  or  southeriy  storm. 
It  has,  however,  been  noticed  dni-ing  a  severe  noi-thwestern  gale, 
and  when  no  storm  immediately  followed.  Its  continuance  is  some- 
times but  transient,  and  othera  throughout  the  night,  and  it  has  been 
known  to  appear  several  nighl 
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CHAP.         This  blaze  actually  eniila  lumiiiouB  rays.    A  gentleman  wlioso 

XIV.    house  ia  situated  near  the  sea,  informs  me  that  lie  has  known  it  to 

'Typ^  illuminate  consitlerably  tlie  walla  of  his  room  through  the  windows. 

I.       This  happens  only  when  the  light  is  withia  half  a  mile  of  the  shore, 

for  it  is  often  seeablazmgatSLS  or  sev  en  miles  iliifance,  and  strangers 

suppose  it  to  be  a  vessel  on  fii  e 

EaYing  given  a  concise,  hut  geneial  desciiption  of  this  imuaual 
radiance,  m  which  I  liaie  been  aided  by  the  cononrient  testimony  of 
divers  veiitable  chaiacters,  I  iviU  now  offei  you  those  observations 
affoided  me  by  the  oppoitnnities  I  have  had  foi  visiting  it  myself. 
The  iii-st  tjrae  I  beheld  it,  ■\\  is  at  e\  ening  tn  ihght,  m  February, 
1810  It  was  large,  and  gentlj  lambent,  veiy  bright,  broad  at  the 
bottom,  and  termmating  aoutelj  tipwaiJ  From  eich  side  seemed  to 
issue  rays  of  faint  light,  similar  to  those  perceptible  in  any  blaze 
placed  in  the  open  air  at  mght  It  continued  about  fifteen  minutes 
fi-om  the  time  I  first  obsei  ^  ed  it,  then  gi  adiially  became  smaller  until 
more  dim,  and  it  was  entuely  estmguished, 

I  saw  it  agdn  on  the  evening  of  December  20.  It  was  tlien  small, 
and  I  supposed  it  to  be  a  light  on  board  of  some  vessel,  bnt  I  was 
soon  undeceived.  It  moved  along,  apparently  parallel  to  the  shore, 
for  about  two  miles,  in  the  time  that  I  was  i-iding  one  at  a  moderate 
pace.  An  ascent  of  gi-ound  then  hid  it  for  a  few  minutes  from  my 
view.  Passing  this,  I  observed  it  about  half  way  back  to  the  place 
where  it  had  commenced  its  vagi-ant  career.  I  then  stopped  to  ob- 
serve it  more  attentively.  The  light  then  remained  still  for  some 
time,  then  moved  off  quickly  for  several  rods,  and  made  a  halt ;  thus 
being  in  a  state  of  alternate  motion  and  rest.  Its  magnitude  aiid 
lustre  were  subject  to  the  same  unsteadiness  described  above. 

This  lucid  meteor  has  long  been  known  by  the  name  of  the  Pala- 
tine light.  By  the  ignorant  and  snpei-stitious  it  is  thought  to  be  bu- 
pematural.  Its  appellation  originated  from  that  of  a  ship  called  the 
Palatine,  which  was  designedly  cast  away  at  this  place,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  last  century,  in  order  to  conceal,  as  tradition  reports,  the 
inhuman  treatment  and  murder  of  some  of  its  unfortunate  passengers. 
I'Vom  this  time,  it  is  said,  the  Palatine  light  appeared,  and  there  are 
many  who  believe  it  to  be  a  ship  of  fire,  to  which  their  fantastic  and 
distempered  imaginations  figure  masts,  ropes,  and  flowing  sails. 

The  cause  of  this  "roving  brightness"  is  a  curious  subject  for 
philosophical  investigation.  Some,  perhaps,  will  suppose  it  will  de- 
pend upon  a  peculiai-  modification  of  electricity ;  others  npon  the  in- 
flammation of  phlogo^stous  (liydrogenous)  gas.  But  there  ai-e  possi- 
bly many  other  means,  unknown  to  us,  by  which  light  may  be 
evolved  from  those  materials  with  which  it  is  latently  associated,  by 
the  power  of  chemical  affinities. 
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I  have  stated  to  jou  facts,  but  feel  a  relnctance  to  hazard,  any  CHAP. 

Bpeonlations.    These  1  leave  to  jon  and  to  other  acute  researchers  XIV. 

of  created  things.    Tour  opinion  I  would  he  much  pleased  with.  ^TptT' 

With  the  highest  feeling  of  respect,  ■^■ 


Hon.  S.  L.  Mitchell. 

"We  regret  that  the  reply  of  the  learned  and  eceentiic 
doctor  to  this  admirable  description  of  a  most  singular 
phenomenon  cannot  bo  found. 
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CHAPTER    XV. 


CHAP.         Almost  a  whole  generation  had  passed  away  since  any 
.^-^  change  was  made  in  the  office  of  governor,  and  we  have 
1737.    nearly  lost  sight  of  the  fact,  that  the  charter  was  always 
placed  in  his  custody,  and  the  duplicate  copy  of  it  in  that 
of  the  deputy-governor.     Joseph  Jenckes  was  chosen  to 
succeed  Gov.  Ci'anston,  and  Jonathan  Nichols  was  elected 
in  his  place,  as  deputy-governor.     Gov.  Jenctes  resided 
at  Pawtucket,     It  was  deemed  "  highly  necessary  for  the 
governor  of  this  colony  to  live  at  Newport,  the  metropolis 
of  the  goveniment,"  and  an  appropriation  of  one  hundred 
pounds  was  therefore  made  to  defray  the  expenses  of  liis 
removal. 
Jime  ipjig  death  of  George  I.  occurred  very  suddenly  at 

Osnahurg,  while  on  the  way  to  visit  his  hereditary  do- 
minion of  Hanover.     His  son,  the  Prince  of  "Wales,  suc- 
ceeded to  the  thi'one  as  George  II.,  but  no  change  in  the 
policy  of  the  empire  resulted. 
13.  liie  Assembly  sent  notice  to  Oonnecticnt  of  the  settle- 

ment of  the  boundary  line  by  the  King.  Another  feiTy 
was  established  between  Portsmouth  and  Bristol.  The  old 
one,  which  for  over  forty  years  had  been  run  from  Tripp's 
landing,  had  lately  been  removed  to  a  new  spot,  and  was 
now  restored  ;  so  tliat  two  ferries  now  connected  tlie  north 
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end  of  the  island  with  the  oppoBite  shore  of  Bristol.     An  CHAP- 
assaTilt  with  intent  to  kill  had  recently  been  committed  3^ 
by  an  Indian  lad  ui  Portemouth,  npon  liia  master.     There    1737. 
was   no  law  adequate  to  such  cases.     The  culprit  wa8     j2^ 
branded  witJi  a  hot  iron  on  the  forehead  with  the  letter  R, 
and  whipped  at  the  cart's  tail  at  all  the  corners  in  New- 
port, ten  lashes  at  each  place,  and  his  master  was  required 
to  sell  him  out  of  the  colony,  for  his  xmespired  time,  and 
so  much  longer  as  was  necessary  to  pay  the  charges,  never 
to  return  here  again. 

By  the  death  of  deputy-gOYemor  !N"icho]s,  who  had  Aug. 
held  the  office  but  thi-ee  months,  the  election  of  his  succes- 
sor devolved  upon  the  General  Assembly  in  grand  com-  aa. 
uiittee.  They  chose  Thomas  Fry,  the  Speakei-  of  the 
House,  to  fill  that  place.  One  Hardman,  having  publish- 
ed a  pamphlet  wherein  sundry  "  vile  and  mutinous  ex- 
s  "  were  contained,  was  ordered  to  make  acknowl- 
t  of  his  fault,  in  writing,  and  the  books  were  pub- 
licly burnt,  in  front  of  the  colony  house,  by  the  town  ser- 
geant., INews  of  the  death  of  G-eorge  I.  having  been  re- 
ceived, the  acts  of  the  last  session,  and  legal  processes, 
since  issued  in  liis  name,  were  declared  to  be  of  equal 
force,  as  if  hearing  the  name  of  the  present  King,  An 
address  to  his  Majesty  was  voted,  wherein  it  is  stated  that 
"  a  regular  and  beaaitifnl  fortification  of  stone,  with  a 
batteiy  "  capable  of  mounting  fifty  cannon,  had  been  built 
at  ^Newport.  This  address  was  afterwards  presented  by 
Partridge,  enclosing  a  petition  for  forty  cannon,  tliirty  of 
eighteen-pound  calibi'e,  and  ten  of  twelve-poimds,  to  arm 
the  fort ;  the  ammunition  to  be  furnished  at  the  expense 
of  the  colony.'  An  appropriation  was  made  for  tlie  for- 
mal proclamation  of  George  II,,  which  took  place  at  New-  24, 
port  with  military  honora,  and  at  Providence  the  next 
day.  Orders  for  the  proclamation  were  not  received  from  35, 
England  till  later  in  the  season,  so  that  the  Assembly, 

'  Er.  S.  P,  0.,  America  and  West  Indies,  vol.  S79.      The  address  is  in 
R.  I.  Col.  Eeo.,  iv.,  393. 
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CHAP,  sitting  at  Warwick,  again  proclaimed  the  King  at  that 
^^'     place ;  aiid  also  that  all  crown  officers  should  be  eontiiiued 
1727,    for  six  months  from  the  death  of  his  late  Kajesty.     All 
g^*-     commissions,   civil   and  military,  were  renewed   in  tlie 
name  of  George  IT.    Upon  request  of  Charles  Augustus 
Ninigret,  son  of  the  late  sachem,  certain  lands  of  his  in 
Westerly,  were  granted  as  a  site  for  a  house  of  worship, 
to  he  laid  out  by  his  trustees,'    The  law  for  registei-iug 
births,  mamages,  and  deatlis,  had  become  so  neglected, 
that  increased  penalties  were  af&xed  to  its  violation,  and 
power  was  given  to  the  town  clerks  to  sue  for  the  same. 
39.  Tlie  great  earthquake  in  New  England  occurred  at  this 

time,  causing  much  alarm  throughout  the  country,  but 
producing  no  serious  accident.  For  several  months  after- 
ward more  gentle  shocks  were  occasionally  felt. 

Tlie  progi-ess  of  the  Press  in  America  was  slow.     Five 

yeai's  before  this,  James  Fi'anklin  had  commenced  the 

New  England  Oourant  at  Boston,  in  connection  with  his 

younger  brother  Benjamin.     The  paper  sniFered  from  the 

censorship,  and  finally  expned  for  want  of  support.    James 

came  to  Newport,  and  set  up  a  printing  establishment.    A 

pamphlet  printed  by  him  this  year  is  still  in  existence, 

jygg    and  the  press  with  which  he  worked  yet  remains. 

Peb.  The  Assembly,  at  itswinter  session,  offered  a  premium 

^'^*     of  sixpence  a  pound  on  hemp,  raised  and  "well  ciu'ed  in  the 

colony.    Governor  Bumet  of  New  York,  was  ti'ansferred 

by  George  II.  to  Massachusetts,  in  place  of  Col.  Shute, 

As  he  was  to  pass  through  Rhode  Island,  on  the  way  to 

his  new  government,  the  Assembly  voted  him  a  public 

reception. 

The  policy  of  public  loans,  which  was  truly  euough 
described  as  "  the  ai-t  of  enriching  themselves  by  mnning 
in  debt," '  had  become  established  in  New  Kngland.  As 
each  "  bank  "  expired  by  limitation,  it  was  renewed  by 

'  At  Feb.  session,  1734-5,  twenty  acres  of  this  land  were  laid  out  and 
deeded  for  the  use  of  tbe  Church  of  England  in  Westerly. 
'  "  America  Dissected,"  in  Updike's  Narrt.  Cliureli,  516. 
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statute,  and  further  issues  on  new  tanks  were  created,  CHAP, 
until,  as  we  shall  see  hereafter,  the  rapid  depreciation  of   3^1- 
the  bills  of  credit  was  so  accelerated,  that  utter  hankraptcy    1728. 
ensued.     The  first  hank,  originally  limited  to  five  years,  M^y^- 
had  heen  continued  to  ten,  and  payment  was  now  furtlier 
postponed  for  three  years,  after  which  the  redemption  of 
the  hills  was  to  he  effected  in   ten  annual  instalments 
without  interest.     The  same  course  was  adopted  in  June 
with  the  second  banh,  and  at  this  session  a  new  loan,  the 
third,  of  forty  thousand  pounds,  was  issued  for  thu-teen 
years,  for  the  same  specious  but  delusive  reasons — the 
decay  of  trade  and  seai'city  of  bullion. 

Repeated  efforts  were  made  by  Rhode  Island  to  run 
the  western  boundary  jointly  with  Connecticut,  but  that 
colony,  for  various  assigned  causes,  failed  to  unite  in  the 
survey.  A  new  commission  was  now  appointed  for  the 
pui-pose,  with  orders  to  proceed  at  once,  expct/rts,  unless 
Connecticut  would  join,  and  notice  of  this  action  was  sent 
to  Hartford.  That  Assembly  accordingly  appointed  com- 
missioners to  meet  with  tliose  of  Rhode  Island.  A  mis- 
understanding between  the  pai'ties  prevented  their  con- 
currence. The  Connecticut  men  refused  to  proceed  unless  21. 
the  twenty-mile  line,  west  from  Warwick  Neck,  was  again 
run.  The  Rhode  Island  men  therefore  surveyed  the 
western  Hue  ac  parte,  and  both  commissions  reported  to 
their  respective  legislatures.  This  difference  was  fortunate 
for  Rhode  Island,  as  in  the  final  survey  it  was  found  that 
the  twenty-mile  line,  as  formerly  run  by  Rliode  Island, 
fell  considerably  short  of  its  proper  terminus.  The  Rhode 
Island  committee'  was  continued,  and  negotiations  for  Jime 
another  survey  were  opened  with  Connecticut.  To  pre- 
sei-ve  deer  in  the  colony,  it  was  forbidden  to  kill  them 
from  January  to  July.  A  general  law  against  pedlars, 
more  comprehensive  than  the  last,  wliich  related  only  to 

'  William  Wu.nton,  Francis  Willett,  John  Waterman,  William  Jenckes, 
and  Benjamin  EUery,  with  John  Mnmford  and  William  Green  ni 
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CHAP,  dry-goods,  was  passed,  fortidding  every  sort  of  mereliaii- 

^'^'     dise  to  be  sold  by  them  on  penalty  of  forfeiture. 

1738.         A  ship  of  war  fi-om  England  brought  Eumet,  the  new 

I'n^  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  to  Newport.  Salutes  were 
exchanged  at  the  fort,  a  public  reception  was  given  him, 

1^-     and  the  next  day  he  proceeded  to  Boston. 
Sept.  The  joint  eommission  having  agreed  upon  prelimina- 

^^-  ries,  met  at  Warwick,  and  completed  the  survey  of  the 
twenty-mile  line,  and  then  of  the  whole  western  line, 
setting  up  bounds  at  short  intervals  along  its  entire  length. 
The  business  occupied  nine  days,  when  the  final  agreement 

27.  was  signed  at  "Westerly,  which  settled  forever  this  vexed 
question  after  a  controversy  of  sixty-five  years. 

Oct.  When  the  report  was  presented  to  the  Assembly,  the 

30.  account  of  the  commissioners,  amounting  to  one  liundred 
and  sixteen  pounds,  was  allowed,  and  copies  of  the  Con- 
necticut commissions  wei'e  ordered  to  be  entered  upon  the 
records.  Pawtuehet  Bridge  required  rebuilding,  and  one 
half  the  expense  was  voted  by  this  colony,  provided  Mas- 
sacliusetts  would  pay  the  remainder.  The  death  of  John 
Menzies,  Judge  of  Admiralty,  left  a  vacancy  in  that  court. 
The  Assembly  commissioned  William  Whiting  to  fill  the 
place  till  his  Majesty  should  appoint  another. 
1T28-9  At  the  winter  session,  the  Assembly  prohibited  the 
"^^g '  maniunission  of  any  slaves,  without  sufficient  bonds  first 
given  to  tlie  town  for  their  maintenance  by  the  owner,  in 
case  of  their  becoming  disabled.  The  whole  criminal 
code  was  revised  at  this  session,  in  a  single  act  enumerat- 
ing the  various  crimes  with  theii"  statute  penalties,'  and  a 
new  license  law,  forbidding  the  sale  of  liquors  in  less 
quantities  than  one  gallon  without  special  license,  and 
giving  town  councils  the  power  of  gi-anting  snch,  was 
passed. 
1729.  At  the   spring   election,   John  Wanton  was  chosen 

^'^'^'  deputy-governor  in  tlic  place  of  Thomas  Fry.     The  oath 

I  Public  Laws,  edit.  1730,  pp.  IGB-ITG. 
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to  support  the  acts  of  trade  and  navigation,  was  talren  by  OHAP. 
the  governor  in  the  presence  of  the  Assembly,  and  also  of  ^,._^ 
the  collector  and  Ibe  Judge  of  Admiralty,  Nathaniel  By-  1729. 
field,  who  had  been  appointed  by  the  King.  This  is  the 
iirst  time  in  which  the  presence  of  any  of  the  crown 
officers  at  this  ceremony  is  mentioned,  and  they  also  were 
duly  sworn.  Edward  Greenman,  who,  ten  years  before, 
upon  conviction  of  counterfeiting  bills  of  credit,  had  been 
fined  six  hundred  pounds  and  compelled  to  deposit  fifteen 
hundred  jjonnds  In  the  treasury,  to  redeem  the  counter- 
feits, was  allowed,  npon  petition,  to  withdraw  what  por- 
tion of  the  deposit  remained,  as  all  the  forged  bills  had 
been  exchanged  for  the  genuine.  Tiie  revenue  derived 
from  the  duty  of  three  pounds  a  head  upon  all  imported 
slaves  was  appropriated,  one  half  to  paving  the  streets  of  June 
Newport,  and  the  other  half  to  repairing  bridges  on  the 
main.  Disturbances  having  occurred  at  town  meetings, 
from  the  refusal  of  moderators  to  put  qtiestions  to  vote 
when  desired  to  do  so,  it  was  ordered  that  every  question 
should  be  put  to  vote  upon  request  of  seven  freemen,  but 
no  law  or  money  question  should  be  decided  at  town- 
meetings,  unless  it  was  mentioned  in  the;  clerk's  warrant 
calling  the  meeting.  Indian  dances  were  another  source 
of  annoyance.  The  town  councils  were  empowered  to 
regulate  them,  and  to  fine  persons  who  should  sell  or  give 
any  strong  liquors  at  such  dances.  Military  stores,  to 
equip  a  colony  vessel  against  pirates  and  privateei's,  being 
needed,  a  hundred  pistols  and  cutlasses,  forty  boarding 
pikes,  a  hundred  and  fifty  muskets,  and  twelve  mounted- 
guns,  were  ordered  to  be  bought. 

The  increase  of  population  required  a  renirganization 
of  the  colony  into  three  counties.  The  islands  formed 
Newport  county,  including  the  towns  of  Portsmouth, 
Newport,  Jamestown,  and  New  Sborebam,  with  Newport 
as  the  shire  town.  The  mainland  was  divided  into  two 
counties  ;  King's  province  was  called  King's  county,  and 
embraced  Westerly  and  North  and  South  ~.~ 
VOL.  II.- — 43 
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CHAP,  witli  the  latter  as  the  ahire  town.  All  North  of  this,  con- 
^'^'  taining  the  towns  of  East  Greenwich,  Warwick,  and  Prov- 
1729.  idence,  with  the  latter  as  the  sliire  town,  was  called  Prov- 
idence county.  The  judicial  system  was  revised  to  meet 
this  change.  The  justices  of  the  peace  in  each  county,  or 
any  five  of  them,  were  made  a  court  of  criminal  jurisdic- 
tion, except  in  capital  eases.  This  was  called  the  "  Court 
of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace."  The  Infenor  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  for  the  trial  of  civil  causes,  was  composed 
of  four  judges  for  each  county,  any  three  of  whom,  with  a 
clerk,  might  hold  the  court.  The  judges  and  clerk  for 
every  county  were  appointed  hy  the  General  Assembly. 
The  jurors  for  both  these  courts  were  elected  at  the  town 
meeting  preceding  the  sittings  of  court  Both  courts 
were  to  sit  twice  a  year  in  each  county,  and  an  appeal 
from  either  of  them  might  be  taken  to  the  Superior  Court. 
This  was  composed  of  the  upper  house  of  Assembly,  any 
five  of  whom  were  to  sit  at  ^Newport  in  March  and  Sep- 
tember for  the  trial  of  all  causes,  civH  or  criminal.  Each 
county  was  to  have  its  court-house  and  jail. 
Oct.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Assembly  in  Warwick,  the  gen- 

^^-  oral  treasurer  was  required  to  give  bonds  to  the  amount 
of  twenty  thousand  pounds,  and  his  annual  salary  was 
fixed  at  one  hundred  pounds,  which  was  doubled  two 
years  latei".  Practising  lawyers  were  forbidden  to  be  de- 
puties. The  act  was  repealed  at  the  next  session,  but  has 
since  been  at  various  times  introduced.  This  distrust  of 
the  legal  profession  has  so  often  been  shown  in  the  world's 
history,  that  it  cannot  be  without  some  foundation.'    Tlie 

^  The  memorable  capitulation  between  Cliarlea  V,  and  Pizarro,  whicii 
defined  tlic  powers  of  tlic  conqueror  and  first  Captain-Geneml  of  Peru,  and 
arranged  tbe  basis  of  his  government,  "strictly  prohibited  lawyers  and  at- 
torneys, whose  presence  waa  considered  as  bodiog  ill  to  the  harmony  of  the 
nev  Gettlementa,  from  setting  foot  in  them."  This  capitulation  was  signed 
July  26,  162S.  Prescott'a  Peru,  i.,  SOl.  The  same  dread  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession inspired  the  people  of  E.  I.,  two  centuries  later,  and  was  occasion- 
ally manifested,  as  we  shall  see,  at  subsequent  periods.  In  1S4S,  while  the 
writer  was  in  South  America,  a  similar  eontroversy  was  going  on  in  the 
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reason  aseigned  for  it  in  tliis  case,  was  tliat  tlieir  presence  CHAP, 
in  the  Assembly,  when  sitting  as  a  Court  of  Appeals,  .^_J^,. 
was  "  found  to  be  of  ill  consequence."  1729. 

A  petition  from  Attleboro'  for  annexation  to  Ehode 
Island  again  brought  up  tlie  boundary  dispute.  A  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  run  the  line  north  from  Paw- 
tucket  falls  to  Massachusetts  south  line,  and  notice  thereof 
was  sent  to  that  province.  The  council  of  Massachusetts 
appointed  commissioners  for  tliis  purpose,  but  for  some  Dec. 
reason  the  House  refused  to  concur.' 

The  arrival  of  George  Berkely,  Dean  of  Deny,  and  ^f^' 
afterward  bishop  of  Oloyne,  was  a  joyful  event  in  the  23. 
history  of  ^Newport,  and  important  in  its  results  to  the 
otlier  colonies.  A  corps  of  literaiy  men  and  artists  ac- 
companied him,  among  whom  was  Smibert,  to  whose  ad- 
vent is  dvio  the  eai'lieat  impulse  given  to  American  art. 
Trom  the  collection  of  pictures  that  he  brought,  Copley 
first  drew  Ms  inspiration,  and  West  was  taught  to  breathe 
Ms  spirit  upon  the  undying  canvass.  The  benevolent  de- 
sign of  Berkely  to  found  a  college  ia  the  Bermudas,  was 
abandoned  from  necessity,  but  his  hberal  benefactions  to 
Harvard  and  Yale  still  exist,  as  proofs  of  his  zeal  in  the 
cause  of  classical  learning.  To  combat  the  progress  of 
materialism,  and  subvert  the  Epicurian  theories  of  Hobbes, 
Berkely  had  become  the  champion  of  the  immaterial  sys- 
tem of  philosophy,  and  argued  the  non-existence  of  matter, 
or  rather  its  entire  subjection  to  the  ideal.  The  purity  of 
his  character  was  the  dehght  of  his  friends,  and  the  ad- 
miration of  his  opponents.  In  a  single  line  Pope  has  ac- 
corded 

"  To  Berkely,  everj  virtue  under  HeaTen." 

Briti3h  colony  of  Honduras.  A  great  opposition  lo  lawyers'  faking  part  in 
lepalative  proceedings  was  manifested,  a  strong  party  in  that  colony  de- 
siring to  Biciude  tliem  entirely.  A  few  years  dnce,  the  only  members  in 
the  United  States  Senate  wlio  were  not  lawyers  were  the  two  Senators  from 
Rhode  Island.  The  opinion  of  the  highest  authority,  eighteen 
Ego,  upon  this  subject,  may  be  found  in  Luke  ji,,  16,  52 ! 
'  Mass.  Oonrt  Files,  lii,,  53,  in  B,  I.  Hiat.  Soc. 
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CHAP.  The  arrival  of  such  a  man  could  not  fail  to  be  attended 
with  good  results.     He  purchased  a  fai'oi  in  Middletown, 

itas-so.  about  three  mUes  from  Newport,  and  called  it  after  tire 
residence  of  the  early  archbishops  of  England,  Whitehall, 
a  name  which  it  still  retains,  and  was  soon  admitted  a 
freeman  of  the  colony.  Here  he  resided  for  more  than 
two  years,  and  wrote  his  Alciphron  or  Minute  Philoso- 
pher, an  ingenious  defence  of  the  Clu'istian  religion.  Soon 
after  his  arrival,  he  formed  a  society  for  the  pui"pose  of 
discussing  philosophical  qu^tions  and  of  collecting  hooks. 
Tliis  was  the  origin  of  the  Eedwood  library,  organized  some 
years  later.  One  of  the  members  of  this  society  was  Edwai-d 
Scott,  the  grand  imcle  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  who,  for  nearly 
twenty  years,  had  been  master  of  the  grammai-  school  at 
Newport,  the  first  clasBieal  school  established  in  Rhode 
Island.  Berkely's  Theoiy  of  Vision  is  the  first  satisfac- 
tory account  we  have  of  the  phenomena  of  sight ;  his  Alci- 
phron was  printed  in  Newport  by  James  Eranklin ;  but  the 
most  enduring  monument  of  his  genius  is  the  ode  "  On  the 
Prospect  of  the  Arts  and  Sciences  in  America,"  of  which 
the  eonclnding  stanza  "  will  live  immortal  as  the  verse  of 
Gray." ' 

There  was  a  small  strip  of  land  on  the  south-west  cor- 
ner of  Wai-wick,  of  which  the  ownership  was  claimed  by 
the  proprietors  of  the  "  great  purchase"  of  vacant  lands. 
Fob.  The  Assembly  voted  to  refer  the  question  to  disinterested 
'  persons  in  Massachusetts,  and  directed  the  attorney-general 
in  case  it  was  not  speedily  decided,  to  bring  wiits  of  eject- 
ment against  the  occupants.  The  dispute  was  afterwards 
settled  by  the  courts.  More  than  a  year  had  p^sed  since 
the  Assembly  had  voted  to  rebuild  Pawtnctet  bridge 
jointly  with. Massachusetts,  but  that  colony  had  taken  no 
action  in  the  matter.    A  lettei' was  now  sent  to  Massachu- 

'  Weatward  the  course  of  empire  taltea  ils  way ; 
The  four  first  Hcl£  alrendy  pnst^ 
A  fifth  almll  close  Che  dmmai  witli  the  da;, 
Time's  noblest  offepring  is  the  laal." 
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setts  to  remind  them  of  thia  vote,  and  to  advise,  in  case  of  CHA.F. 
their  refusal  to  rebuild,  that  the  bridge  be  "  demolished, 
that  it  may  not  remain  as  a  trap  to  endanger  men's  lives."    1730. 

Sheriffs  for  the  three  counties  were  chosen  for  the  first  ^^ 
time  at  the  general  election.'  This  Assembly  passed  an 
act  for  the  relief  of  poor  sailors,  which  is  perhaps  the 
origin  of  the  present  hospital  money  system  in  the  United 
States.  Sixpence  a  month  was  to  be  deducted,  by  tlie 
naval  officer,  from  the  wages  of  every  Ithode  Island  sear 
man,  and  paid  to  the  town  -where  he  belonged,  to  create  a 
fund  for  the  support  of  disabled  mariners  and  their  families. 

The  committee  to  run  the  hne  from  Pawtucket  falls, 
reported  that  tliey  had  performed  their  duty,  as  instructed, 
without  the  concurrence  of  lla^achusetts.  The  Attle- 
boro'  petitioners  falling  within  the  line,  the  Assembly  as- 
serted the  claim  of  Hhode  Island  to  all  that  territory  now 
comprised  in  the  town  of  Cumberland.  Massachusetts 
was  -willing  to  adopt  the  suggestion  of  Ehode  Island  with 
regard  to  Pa-wtueket  bridge,  and  appointed  men  to  join  go. 
with  some  from  this  colony  in  its  destruction. 

The  repeal  of  the  late  militia  act^  exposed  the  Quakers 
to  do  mihtary  service.  As  this  was  considered  a  violation  June 
of  the  rights  of  eonscienee,  the  Assembly  re-enacted  the  ■'^• 
clauses  of  that  law  which  were  for  their  benefit.  To  pro- 
tect the  rights  of  the  Indians,  it  was  required  that  the 
assent  of  two  justices  should  be  obtained,  to  any  bond  of 
apprenticeship  to  which  they  were  parties.  By  direction 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  a  census  was  ordered.  The  result 
showed  the  population  of  the  colony  to  be  about  eighteen 
thousand,  an  increase  of  six  thousand  within  ten  yeare,  of 
whom  were  fifteen  thousand  three  hmidi'ed  whites,  sixteen 
hundi'cd  and  fifty  blacks,  and  nine  hundred  and  eighty- 
live  Indians,  nearly  equally  divided  among  the  tliree 
counties,  and  the  militia  force  numbered  nearly  nineteen 
hundred  men. 

'  Jahleel  Brenton,  Esq.,  for  Newport,  Capt.  Dftoiel  Abbot  for  Ptovidcnco, 
and  Iramanuel  Northup,  Esq.,  foe  Kings  County. 
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CHAP.         In  MassachiiBetta  the  lower  iiouse  concurred  with  the 
^^^  eotincil  in  reference  to  Pawtueket  bridge.     The  commit- 
1730.    tees  of  hoth  coloniea  met  accordingly,  and  tlie  bridge  was 
31^    demolished,'    The  cost  of  its  deatnietion,  as  appeara  by 
Sept.    the  report  submitted  to  the  Maseachnsetts  legislature,  was 
^^*     about  four  pounds.    The  iron  was  divided  between  the 
two  colonies,  and  sold.'    This  remoral  of  the  only  conve- 
nient means  of  connection  at  the  point  of  disputed  jurisdic- 
tion, tended  to  increase  the  difficulties  aiising  from  that 
source.    The  tax  collector  of  Attleboro'  with  his  aid,  were 
Q^f     arrested  by  a  Rhode  Island  oificer,  and  convicted  at  a  jus- 
33.     tice's  court  in  Providence.     Complaint  was  made  to  Gov. 
25.     Jenckes,  who,  by  order  of  the  Assembly,  sent  a  proposi- 
Dec.     tion  that  commissioners  be  appointed  by  both  colonies,  to 
settle  the  line.     This  was  acceded  to  by  the  council,  who 
IB.      appointed  a  committee  on  their  part,  and  concun'cd  in  by 
1T30-1  the  house,  who  added  four  members.     The  Assembly  ap- 
Feb. '  pointed  a  like  committee  of  seven  to  meet  them.     Both 
iT.     parties,  by  the  terms  of  their  commi^ions,  were  empowered 
to  settle  the  whole  eastern  line,  and  pending  tlie  adjust- 
ment, the  inhabitants  of  the  disputed  territory  were  re- 
leased from  all  taxes  by  both  governments. 

The  town  of  Providence  was  divided  into  four  towns. 
The  outlands,  as  they  were  termed,  had  become  populous. 
The  old  seven-mile  line  was  made  the  western  limit  of 
Providence,  and  a  point  half  a  mile  north  of  Pawtucket 
falls  was  fixed  upon  as  its  northern  boundary.  All  north 
of  that  limit  and  east  of  the  seven-mile  line  was  called 
Smithfleld.  Of  all  west  of  the  seven-mile  line  and  north 
of  "Warwick,  two  towns  were  made.  The  division  between 
them  was  a  line  from  the  northwest  corner  of  Providence, 
westward  to  Connecticut,  south  of  which  was  called 
Scituate,  and  all  north  of  it  Gloucester,  Each  of  the  new 
towns  was  to  send  two  deputies  to  the  next  General  As- 


'  'WiUiani  Jenctes  was  the  commitloc  o 
'  Mass.  Court  Files,  il.,  119-121. 
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At  the  election,  the  same  general  officers  were  eon-  chap. 
tinned.     A  memorial   against  fiii'ther  issues  of  bills  of   __^ 
credit  was  presented,  which  became  the  basis  of  important    1731. 
proceedings.     Many  laws  to  encourage  and  regulate  trade  ^^  ^■ 
were  enacted  this  year.     Surveyors  of  lumber,  in  all  its 
forms,  and  viewere  of  packed  meats  and  fish  were  ap- 
pointed.    The  gauge  of  casks  was  established.     The  man-    June 
ufacture  of  duck  received  further  aid.     Insolvents  were     ■^*' 
allowed  to  compound  witli  their  creditors,  and  obtain  a 
discharge  upon  consent  of  two-thii-ds,   in  number  and 
value,  of  the  latter.     Tlie  premium  upon  hemp  was  raised 
to  ninepence  a  pound,  and  on  flax  to  fourpence.     To  en- 
courage the  whale'  and  cod  fisheries,  a  bounty  of  iive 
shillings  for  every  barrel  of  whale  oil,  one  penny  a  pound 
for  bone,  and  iive  shillings  a  quintal  for  codfish,  caught 
by  Rhode  Island  vesaels,  and  brought  into  this  colony, 
was  offered,  to  be  paid  from  the  interest  accruing  upon  a 
new  bank,  or  issue  of  biUs  of  credit  to  the  amount  of  sixty 
thousand  pounds,  which  w^  made  at  this  session. 

Prohibitions  were  set  up  in  Attieboro',  forbidding  any 
one  to  levy  taxes  or  exercise  jm'isdiction  there,  until  the 
boundary  was  settled.  Commissioners  were  appointed 
to  meet  any  who  might  be  named  by  Massachusetts 
upon  this  question,  and  in  ease  of  their  non-agreement, 
preparations  were  made  to  carry  the  matter  to  England ; 
provided  the  inhabitants  of  the  tract  in  dispute  would  ad- 
vance two  liundred  pounds  towards  the  expenses,  and 
other  pai-ties  would  guarantee  four  thousand  pounds  to 
the  colony  for  this  purpose,  but  this  proviso  was  repealed 
in  October.      The  Massachusetta  council    had    already  Mardi 

29. 
'  It  ia  aaiQ  tbat  the  first  peraon  who  killed  a  whale  upon  this  coast  was  a 
Seotchmau,  Tiamed  WilUara  Hamilton,  who  "  in  earl j  life  settled  on  Cape 
Cod,  whence  he  removed  to  Ehoda  Island,  he  being  perseoated  for  liilllng 
the  whale,  by  th«  inliabitftaCs  of  the  Citpe,  as  one  who  dealt  with  evii 
spirits."  Hamilton  died  in  Conneetieut  in  1746,  aged  103  jears.  This  must 
haTe  occurred  some  tiros  prior  to  1990,  when  llio  art  of  tailing  whales  with 
boats  fi'om  the  shore  was  introduced  at  Nantueltet  bj  Ichabnd  Paddock 
from  Cape  Cod. 
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CHAP,  ordered  that  a  majority  of  iheir  commissioners  should  bind 
the  whole,  and  then  inBtriicted  them  to  consider  what 

1731.    should  be  done  in  respect  to  the  residents  of  Attleboro'. 

■^""^  The  committee  reported  that  the  act  releasing  them  ii'om 
taxes  ought  to  be  repealed,  and  that  the  right  of  the  pro- 
vince to  all  the  lands  east  of  Pawtueket  Eiver  glionld  be 
maintained.' 

Gov, .  Jenckea  was  opposed  to  the  paper-money  system, 
and  the  day  after  the  Assembly  rose,  he  altered  his  dis- 
ss, sent  upon  the  records,  under  the  act  creating  the  new 
loan.  This  caused  great  dissatisfaction.  Party  spirit  ran 
high.  The  opponents  of  paper  currency  applied  to  the 
secretary  for  copies  of  the  act,  to  which  the  governor  ap- 
pended the  requisite  certificate  of  tliat  officer's  official 
chai'actei',  and  affixed  the  colony  seal  thereto,  as  usual  in 
such  cases.  This  was  seized  upon  by  the  opposition  to 
misrepresent  Jenckes,  as  having  endangered  the  existence 
of  the  ehartei"  by  affixing  the  seal  to  a  complaint  against 

Ang,  the  government.  Deputy-governor  "Wanton  convened  the 
^'  Assembly,  the  governor  refusing  to  do  so.  Tliey  declared 
the  entiy  to  be  null,  and  censured  the  governor.  His  dis- 
sent not  having  been  expressed  dming  the  session,  the 
act  had  already  taken  effect.  The  subsequent  entiy  was 
deemed  to  be  irregular  in  its  nature,  and  since  other  votes 
preceded  the  bank  act,  it  was  also  uncertain  in  its  applica- 
tion, and  finally  "  the  post-entry  of  said  dissent  deprived 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  benefit  of  considering  the 
consequence  thereof."  These  were  the  reasons  embodied  in 
the  resolution,  but  there  were  others  not  less  important  or 
exciting.  The  question  of  the  veto  power  of  the  executive, 
was  also  involved  in  the  controversy.  The  Assembly  took 
away  the  attested  papers  intended  for  England,  and  dis- 
missed the  memorial  presented  by  the  opponents  of  the 
20.  measure.  Jenckes  wrote  directly  to  the  King,  stating  the 
facts,  and  asking  hie  Majesty's  decision  upon  the  veto 

'  Miisg,  Court  Files,  iii.,  59-63. 
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question,  and  also  whether  the  governor  could  refuse  to  CHAP- 
affix  the  seal  of  attestation  to  the  seeretary'e  copies  of  acts  ^'^' 
to  be  sent  home,  or  should  be  rec[uired  to  read  all  such    1781. 
acts  before  sealing  them ;  the  secretary  heing  a  sworn 
officer.     Tiie  specie  party  also  petitioned  the  King  against     g'J?' 
tlie  further  issue  of  bills,  and  the  conduct  of  the  dominant 
faction  in  tlie  Assemhly,  enclosing  dopies  of  their  rejected 
memorial,  and  of  the  banii  acts  for  the  past  twenty-one 
yeai's.     At  the  same  time  they  addressed  tlie  Board  of 
IVade,  complaining  of  the  conduct  of  the  Assembly  in 
seizing  tlie  attested  papers.     Collector  Kay  fdso  wrote  to    Sept. 
the  Board  of  Trade  on  the  subject,  and  all  the  papers      ^' 
were  sent  to  Thomas  Sandford,  a  London  merchant  douig 
business  for  the  colony.     These  foni''  documents  were  for- 
midable checks  upon  the  headlong  policy  of  the  Assem- 
bly ;  but  the  mischief  was   already  done.     Besides  the 
regular  loans,  four  of  which  had  now  been  issued,  there 
had  been  at  various  times,  smaller  amounts  put  out  for 
the  temporary  supply  of  the  trei^ury,  or  to  meet  present 
emergencies  ;  so  that,  exclusive  of  the  new  hanli  of  sixty 
thousand  pounds,  there  had  been  emitted,  up  to  this  time, 
one  hundred   and    ninety-five   thousand   thi'ee  hundred 
pounds  in  bills  of  public  credit  of  this  colony,  of  which 
over  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pounds  were  still 
outstanding !     The  value  of  silver,  formerly  eight  shillings 
an  ounce,  had  risen  to  twenty  shillingB,  showing  the  rapid 
depreciation  of  this  baseless  paper. 

Massachusetts  demanded  satisfaction  for  violence  done 
to  her  people  by  the  Ehode  Island  offieei-s,  and  toot 
measures  to  represent  the  matter  to  tlieir  agent  in  Eng-  g^ 
land.  Seizure,  and  imprisonment  of  officers  had  oecuri'ed 
on  both  sides.  Two  Massachusetts  men  were  released  by 
the  Assembly,  and  that  province  was  desired  to  recipro- 
cate. It  was  resolved  to  propose  a  reference  of  the  dis- 
pute to  gentlemen  in  other  colonies,  and  three  were  named 

'  Br.  S.  r.  0.,  Pvopriatwa,  toL  ^i\l.,  s.  0,  10,  29.     K.  I.   Col.  Kec,  iv. 
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CHAP,  to  act  in  belialf  of  Eliode  Island.^  If  this  overture  should 
-^^'  be  declined,  then  a  committee  was  to  draw  up  a  statement 
1T31.  of  the  case,  to  present  to  the  next  General  Assembly  for 
•^ot.     ti'ansmiasion  to  England. 

One  Inmdred  pounds  was  voted  to  WiUiam  Jenckes 
towards  the  Ehode  Island  half  of  the  expense  of  rebuild- 
ing Pawtucket  bridge,  which  was  completed  the  next 
year,  when  the  balance  was  paid.  A  new  edition  of  the 
laws  was  called  for,  and  partly  printed  this  year  at  ]S"ew- 
port  by  James  Franklin.' 

The  trade  of  the  colony  was  increasing.  Ten  years 
before,  the  shipping,  consisting  of  some  sixty  small  ves- 
sels, amounted  to  thirty-five  hundred  tons.  It  now 
coujited  five  thonsand  tons,  and  embraced  two  ships,  be- 
sides a  few  brigs,  with  many  sloops,  and  was  manned  by 
four  hundred  sailors.  Most  of  the  supplies  were  received 
from  Boston,  but  two  vessels  annnally  arrived  from  Eng- 
land, as  many  from  Holland  and  the  Mediterranean,  and 
ten  or  twelve  from  the  West  Indies.  Tlie  articles  of  ex- 
port compiised  horses,  live-stock,  logwood,  liunber,  fish, 
and  the  produce  of  the  field  and  the  dairy,  and  amounted 
to  ten  thousand  pounds  sterling  annnally.  In  reply  to 
incLuiries  of  the  Board  of  Trade  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
g^'  colony,  these  facts  were  stated,  and  the  ordinary  expei^es 
of  government  were  estimated  at  two  thousand  pounds  a 
year,  and  the  extraordinary  at  twenty-five  hundred 
pomids,  colonial  currency.  Partridge,  the  colonial  agent, 
of  course  represented  the  dominant  party  in  the  paper- 
money  controversy,  and  hence  the  memorials,  of  the  mi- 
nority had  been  sent  to  another  person.  He  petitioned 
for  copies  of  tliese  papers  in  order  to  prepare  a  reply.' 
Pec.    rpjjg  re(juest  was  granted. 

'  Col.  Willett  of  West  Chester,  Col.  IsiitieHicks,andMr,  James  Jaelison 
of  Plushing,  all  of  New  York. 

°  Both  title-pagea  of  this  edition  are  dated  1T30,  but  the  volume,  eoii- 
lainmg  243  pages  besidea  tho  Charter  and  Indes,  iiioludea  the  entire  pro- 
eeediogsof  1731. 

=  Br.  S.  P.  0,,  Proprieties,  vol.  xiii.,  s.  14,  IB. 
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The  proposal  of  Ehode  Island  to  refer  the  boundary  chap, 
question,  waa  comnmnicated  to  Massaeliusetts  hj  Got.  .^.^ 
Jenelces,  and  met  a  favorable  reception.  Tbe  prOTincial  1731. 
Asseinblj  ordered  a  bill  to  be  prepared  for  tbat  purpose,  gg"' 
and  four  weelis  later  appointed  three  commissioners  to  1T31-2 
meet  with  those  of  Ehode  Island.'  ''I"' 

Partridge  waa  abaent  from  London  when  Sandford 
received  the  memorials  against  biUs  of  credit.  On  his  re- 
turn, he  wrote  to  Sandford,  ui-ging  him  not  to  deliver  ]?eb.2. 
them  till  he  could  again  hear  from  Ehode  Island,  Mean- 
while Gov.  Jonckes  had  written  to  Sandford,  to  withhold 
his  petition  to  the  King  on  account  of  the  clause  contained 
in  it,  relatmg  to  the  veto  power ;  so  a  letter  from  the  As- 
sembly to  Partridge  stated,  but  Sandford  denied  having 
received  any  such  communication  from  Jenckes.  At  any 
rate  they  were  both  too  late.  All  the  papers  had  already 
been  delivered,  and  orders  of  reference  bad  upon  them. 
Partridge  also  wrote  to  deputy-governor  "Wanton,  depre-  4. 
eating  this  dispute  as  being  disastrous  to  the  interests  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  exei'tedhis  influence,  although  vainly,  as 
the  aequel  proves,  to  prevent  the  prosecution.'  A  reply  to 
this  letter,  and  an  answer  to  the  meraoiials  were  prepared  I'^^S. 
by  the  Assembly,  to  be  used  in  defence  of  the  colony. 

Gov.  Jenelces  had  given  notice  when  last  elected,  that 
he  should  not  again  he  a  candidate.  William  "Wanton 
was  chosen  governor,  and  his  brother  John  was  re-elected 
deputy-governor.  Tliis  continued  for  two  years,  and  is 
the  only  case  in  which  two  brothers  held  the  two  execu- 
tive offices  at  the  same  time.  The  proxies  from  New 
Shoreham  were  thrown  out,  not  being  returned  by  a  per- 
son duly  appointed  at  the  town  meeting.  The  import 
duty  on  negro  alavea  waa  repealed  by  order  of  the  King, 

'  MttBB.  Court  Piles,  iii.  64,  B,  Eogor  Walcot  of  Windsor,  0ms  PilMn 
of  Hurtfotd,  and  Joseph  Fowler  of  Lebanon,  all  of  Connecticut,  were  the 
commission  era  salected  by  the  Mass.  Committee,  and  approved  hy  tlie  E.  I. 
Ass'y-  in  ^Tay  following. 

'  These  two  letters  from  Partridge  are  in  Foster  Papers,  boujid  vol.  ii. 
pp.  1*6-150. 
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CHAF,  More  care  in  the  wording  of  statutes  had  become 
_5^  necessary.  The  old  custom  was  for  the  Assembly  to  pass 
1733.  an  act  in  substance,  leaving  it  for  the  clerk  or  recorder  to 
put  it  in  proper  form.  The  inconvenience  of  snch  a  loose 
mode  of  proceeding,  bad  more  than  once  been  felt,  and 
there  is  reason  to  beheve  that  the  hitention  of  the  Assem- 
bly had  Bometiniee  been  misrepresented,  through  careless- 
ness or  design,  from  this  cause.  In  one  matter,  at  least, 
which  baa  become  of  historical  importance,  although  of 
no  practical  moment  at  the  time,  the  State  has  suffered  to 
the  present  day  from  this  inadvertence.  AVe  refer  to  the 
interpolated  phrases  in  the  law  regulating  the  admission 
of  freemen,'  The  recently  adopted  plan  of  printing  the 
laws,  and  the  frequent  requisitions  from  England  for 
copies  of  them,  compelled  gi-eater  eai'e  in  their  composi- 
June  tion.  An  engrossing  committee  was  therefore  appointed 
^2-  at  tliis  session.  Franklin  petitioned  to  be  employed  as 
public  printer,  which  was  allowed  for  one  year,  at  a  salaiy 
of  twenty  pounds.  Tavern-keepers  were  barred  tlie  right 
of  action  in  cases  where  they  trasted  any  one  for  liquor 
beyond  the  amount  of  twenty  shillings. 

The  petition  of  Gov,  Jenckes,  having  passed  the  nsual 

routine  through  the  Privy  Council  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 

was  referi'ed  by  them  to  tlie  law  of&cers  of  the  crown,  whose 

Aug.    opinion  was  rendered  clearly  and  decisively  that,  by  the 

5.      charter  of  Bhode  Island,  the  governor  had  no  veto  power; 

that  it  was  hia  duty  to  seal  attested  copies  of  public  acts, 

but  not  uece^aiy  that  he  should  examine  them  before 

sealing ;  and  more  than  aU,  that  the  Ifing  himself  had  no 

power  reserved  in  the  charter,  either  to  sanction  or  to 

veto  any  act  of  the  A^embly  that  was  not  inconsistent 

with  tlie  laws  of  England ;  but  if  any  act  conflicted  with 

tliese,  then  it  was  in   itself  void  by  the  terms  of  tlie 

charter." 

Sept.  The  first  newspaper  published  in  Ehode  Island,  and 

'  See  chaps,  is.  xL  Vol,  i.  pp.  311,  419,  n. 
'  Br.  S.  P.  0.,  Proprieties,  rol.  xili.  B.  29. 
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the  fourth  ia  New  England,  was  commenced  hy  James  CHAP. 
FranMin.     It  was  called  the  Ehode  Island  Gazette,  and  ,,^1, 
appeared  on  Thursday  of  each  week.'     It  was  a  single    1783. 
sheet  only  eight  mches  by  twelve.     Bnt  a  very  few  num- 
hers  of  it  are  now  in  existence.    It  lasted  only  six  months, 
and  was  then  discontinued  for  want  of  patronage. 

For  purposes  of  defence,  a  duty  of  sixpence  a  ton  was  Oot. 
levied  on  all  vessels  entering  the  colony,  except  fisher- 
men. The  governor  received  a  fee  of  five  shiUinga  from 
the  treasury  for  every  commission  to  colonial  offleera 
signed  by  him.  Two  constables  of  Attleboro'  having  ex- 
ercised jurisdiction  within  the  "  gore  "  claimed  by  Rhode 
Island,  were  committed  for  examination  by  the  justices  of 
Providence  county.  The  Massachusetts  Assembly  pro- 
posed to  re-survey  the  northern  line  of  Rhode  Island,  in 
order  to  renew  the  stakes  and  boimdssetup  thirteen  yeai's  Dec.  8. 
before,' 

The  lottery  system,  soon  destined  to  make  an  impor-  1732-3 
tant  figure  in  the  history  of  the  State,  and  to  receive  the  Jan. 
sanction  of  the  legislature,  was  first  mtrodueed  by  private 
persona,  and  suppressed  by  statute.  The  reason  assigned 
for  the  act  was,  that  by  these  "  unlawful  games,  called 
lotteries,  many  people  have  been  led  into  a  foolish  expense 
of  money."  They  were  forbidden  to  be  drawn  under  a 
penalty  of  five  hundred  pounds,  with  a  fine  of  ten  poimds 
for  any  on©  who  should  take  a  ticket. 

It  was  a  work  of  time  to  arrange  the  preliminaries  for  -„„„ 
a  reference  of  the  boundary  question  to  gentlemen  re-  Maya. 
siding  at  a  great  distance.  Both  here  and  in  Massachu- 
setts the  subject  came  up  at  almost  every  session  of  the 
legislature.  A  messenger  was  sent  to  the  New  York 
commissioners,  to  inquire  if  they  would  meet  those  named 
by  Massachusetts  at  the  appointed  time  in  !New  London. 
Committees  were  selected  by  both  colonies  to  present 

'  Mr.  Thomas,  in  his  History  of  Printing,  says  the  first  numbei'  appeared 
Sept.  27,  1TB3,  which  wa 
»  Moss.  Court  Bles,  iii.  67. 
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CHAP,  their  ease  at  the  meeting.  Judge  Bjfield  of  the  Admi- 
._^J^,  ralty  Court  having  died,  the  Assembly  appointed  his 
1Y33.  deputy,  George  Dunbar,  of  Newport  to  flU  the  place  till 
^??^  the  King's  will  could  he  known.  Tlie  whale  fishery  had 
long  been  conducted  on  a  small  scale  witliin  the  colony. 
"Whales  frequented  the  qxiiet  watera  of  the  iN'arraganBet, 
and  were  often  tatea  with  hoate.  A  stimulus  liad  been 
given  to  this  enterprise  by  the  recent  premium  placed 
upon  it,  so  that  ve^els  began  to  be  fitted  out  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  first  regularly  equipped  whaleman  from  Rhode 
Island,  of  which  we  have  any  knowledge,  arrived  in!N"ew- 
port  at  tliis  time  witt  one  hundred  and  fourteen  barrels  of 
oil,  and  two  hundred  poimds  of  bone,  upon  which  the 
bounty  was  paid.  It  was  the  sloop  Pelican,  of  Newport, 
owned  by  Benjamin  Thurston.  About  fifteen  years  be- 
fore, small  sloops  had  begun  to  be  used  at  Nantucket  for 
taking  whales,  and  at  this  time  some  twenty-five  sail,  all 
under  fifty  tons  burden,  were  tliere  employed,  obtaining 
about  thirty-seven  hundred  bai-rels  of  oil  annually.  This 
was  the  commencement  of  that  career  of  "victorious  in- 
dustry," which  was  long  afterward  illustrated  in  the 
British  House  of  Commons  by  the  splendid  rhetoric  of 
Bui'ke.' 

'  "  Look  at  the  manner  in  which  tlie  people  of  New  England  have  of 
late  carried  on  the  whale  fishery.  Whilst  we  follow  them  among  the  tum- 
bling mountains  of  ice,  and  behold  them  penetrating  into  the  deepest  frozen 
recesses  of  Hudson's  Bay  and  Djivis'  StraJta,  whilst  we  are  looking  for  them 
beneafli  the  Arctic  circle,  we  hear  that  thej  have  pierced  into  the  opposJte 
re^on  of  polar  cold,  that  they  are  at  the  anOpodes,  and  engaged  nnder  the 
frozen  serpent  of  the  south,  FnlMand  Island,  which  seemed  too  remote  and 
romantic  an  object  for  the  grasp  of  national  ambidon,  is  but  a  stage  and 
resting-place  in  the  progress  of  their  victorious  industty.  Nor  ia  the  equi- 
noctial heat  more  disoonraging  to  them,  than  the  accumulated  winter  of  both 
the  poles.  We  know  that  whilst  some  of  them  draw  the  line  and  atrilic  the 
harpoon  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  others  run  the  longitude,  and  pursue  their 
jjgantic  game  along  the  coast  of  Brazil.  No  eea  but  what  is  vexed  by  their 
fisheries.  No  climate  that  is  not  witness  to  their  toils.  Neither  the  perse- 
verance of  Holland,  nor  the  activity  of  France,  nor  the  dexterous  and  Arm 
sagadty  of  English  enterprise,  ever  carried  this  most  perilous  mode  of  hardy 
industry  to  the  extent  to  nhieh  it  has  been  pushed  by  this  recent  people ;  a 
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One  Lundred  pounds  were  voted  to  assist  the  towns  in  chap. 
rebnilding  Pawtucket  bridge.     The  statute  revising  the  ^ 
judiciary  system,  prescribed  that  the  judges  and  clerks  of    1788. 
Common  Pleas  should  hold  their  places  dming  good  be- 
havior.    This  tenure  was  now  abolished,  and  lie  system 
of  annual  election  by  the  Assembly  was  adopted.     The 
deputies  had  always  been  chosen  semi-anmially.    It  was 
oi-dered  that  in  fiitiu-e  they  be  elected  to  serve  the  whole 
year,  hut  this  alteration  was  so  repulsive  to  public  senti- 
ment, that  the  act  was  repealed  before  the  year  expired. 

The  schedules  of  the  General  Assembly,  printed  by    July 
Franklin,  wei'e  first  distributed  to  the  towns  during  this 
summer,  and  the  October  sessions  were  appointed  to  be 
held  at  Providence  and  South  liingstown  alternately. 

General  Oglethoi'pe,  having  just  establishedhis  colony 
in  Georgia,  and  founded  the  city  of  Savannah,  was  invited 
by  Massachusetts  to  visit  that  province  on  bis  return  to 
England.  The  Ehode  Island  Assembly  voted  him  a  pub- 
lic reception,  but  the  pressure  of  biisiness  compelled  Him 
to  decline  these  merited  courtesies. 

A  fifth  bank,  amounting  to  one  hundred  thousand 
pounds,  was  created,  on  similar  terms  with  the  former 
issues,  besides  an  emission  of  four  thousand  pounds  to  be 
used  for  arming  Fort  George.  The  interest  for  the  first 
year,  on  this  new  loan  at  five  per  cent,  was  appropriated 
for  a  pier  or  harbor  at  Block  Island  to  benefit  the  fisher- 
ies. Of  the  remaining  interest,  one  half  was  to  go  to  the 
treasury,  and  the  other  to  be  divided  rateably  among  the 
towns.  Collector  Kay  sent  a  copy  of  this  act  to  the  Board 
of  Trade,  with  a  letter  complaining  also  of  the  tonnage  ggp^, 
duty  laid  by  the  Assembly  for  pui-poees  of  defence,  as  4. 
violations  of  the  acts  of  trade.' 

The  joint  committee  from  New  York  and  Connecticut 

people  who  are  still,  aa  it  were,  in  the  gristle,  and  not  yet  hardcTied  into  llie 
bone  of  manhood."  Speech  on  nioying  resolutiona  for  conciliation  with  the 
ColonJBB,  March  23,  ItTS. 

'  Br.  S.  F.  0.,  Proprieties,  vol  xiii.  s,  66. 
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CHAP,  met  in  New  London  this  summer  to  decide  the  controversy 
,^,^  between  Kassaclinsetta   and  Rhode  Island.     They  were 
1733.    unable  to  agree  upon  a  settlement  of  the  boimdarieB,  or 
the  choice  of  an  umpire,  which  was  allowed  them  in  case 
of  a  tie.     The  Assembly  at  Kingstown,  convened  for  the 
*^^*'     first  time  in  the  new  colony  house  in  that  town,  voted 
three  silver  tankards  of  the  value  of  fifty  pounds  each, 
■with  the  anna  of  Rhode  Island  handsomely  engraved  on 
them,  to  be  sent  to  the  gentlemen  who  had  acted  in  be- 
half of  the  colony,  "  with  the  acknowledgment  of  this 
General  Assembly,  for  their  assistance  in  endeavoring  to 
reconcile  and  put  an  end  to  the  dispute  between  the  two 
governments."  ' 

Massachusetts,  prevented  by  royal  instrnctions  from 
issuing  any  more  bills  of  credit,  was  alarmed  at  the  great 
loan  in  Ehode  Island,  and  endeavored  to  prevent  its  circu- 
Nov,  lation  in  that  province.  The  legislature  published  a  pro- 
^-  elamation,  warning  the  people  against  receiving  Rhode 
Island  bills,  and  the  council  proposed  a  law  to  prohibit 
7.  their  circulation."  The  House  non-concurred,  but  advised 
the  merchants  to  combine  in  a  refusal  to  take  them  m 
payment  for  goods.  This  was  done  for  a  while,  but  soon 
gave  way.  A  private  bank  of  one  hundred  and  ten  thou- 
sand pounds  was  created,  to  provide  a  substitute,  redeem- 
able in  ten  years  in  silver  at  nineteen:  shillings  an  ounce. 
Bnt  the  flood  of  paper  from  other  colonies,  and  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  Rhode  Island  trade  to  the  merchants  of 
Boston,  were  iiTcsistible.  The  combination  gave  way. 
Silver  rose  to  twenty-seven  shillings.an  ounce,  and  foreign 
exchange  in  propoiiaon.  The-  private  bank  bills  at  nine- 
teen shillings  were  withdrawn  from  circulation.     Debts 

'  Col.  Witlctt  of  Westchester  did' not  cfteniJ.  Col.  Lewis  Morris,  Jr.,  of 
fhc  same  place,  Col.  Isaac  Hicks  of  Hempstead,  and  Mr.  James  Jackson  of 
Flushing,  were  the  Commissioners  to  whom  these  pieces  of  plate  were  voted. 
It  would  be  curious  to  know  what  has  become  of  tlicEc  tankards,  or  whether 
any  of  them  are  Etill  owned  bj  the  heirs  of  those  gentlemen. 

"  Mass.  Court  Filea,  lil.  69-72. 
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were  paid  at  a  loss  of  some  thirty-three  per  cent,  to  tlie  CEAp. 
creditor,  and  a  fearful  stride  towards  the  impending  bank- 
ruptcy  was  made.  iTsa. 

Except  the  clergy  of  the  Ohmch  of  England,  the 
Quakers  were  the  only  religious  society  whose  preachers 
were,  as  yet,  authorized  to  perform  the  marriage  ceremony. 
This  privilege  had  been  accorded  by  the  King.  The  As-  DecB. 
sembly  now  empowered  the  ministers  of  all  denominations 
to  unite  persons  in  marriage,  and  established  the  legal  fee 
on  such  occasions  at  three  shilhngs.  The  free  passage  of 
Pawtncket  bridge  liad  been  obstructed  by  adjacent  land- 
owners and  toll  demanded.  This  was  deemed  a  nuisance, 
which  the  authorities  of  Providence  county  were  directed 
to  abate.  The  appeal  to  the  King  upon  the  eastern  boun- 
dary dispute  was  sent  to  England. 

Soon  after  the  Assembly  rose,  Gov.  'Wanton  died. 
His  long  career  of  public  service  had  endeared  him  to  the 
colonists,  and  his  daring  naval  exploits  had  won  for  him 
the  regard  of  his  sovereign.  In  consequence  of  these, 
when  the  two  brothers  afterwards  visited  England,  they 
were  received  at  court,  and  presented  by  Queen  Anne 
with  a  silver  punch  bowl  and  salver.  They  were  further 
honored  by  the  addition  to  their  family  coat  of  anns  of 
the  device  of  a  gamecock  alighting  on  a  hawk.  For  the 
past  two  years  they  had  enjoyed  the  unequalled  honor,  as 
brothers,  of  being  associated  in  the  highest  offices  of  the 
colony.' 

There  was  a  session  of  the  Assembly  at  Warwick  during  I7S8-4 
the  winter,  at  which  only  private  business  was  transacted.     ■^^^• 

'  A  good  story  is  told  of  Wm.  Wanton  iu  Deane's  Scitimte.  Before  hia 
remoTal  from  that  place  to  Newport,  prior  to  1100,  ho  had  married  Rutti 
Bryant,  daughter  of  a  Congregational  denooa.  Wanton's  fiimily  were  Qaa- 
kers.  "Religions  objections  were  made  to  the  mateli  on  both  mdes.  He 
said,  'Friend  Euth,  let  aa  break  from  this  unreasonable  bondage — /will 
pve  up  my  religion,  and  th&u  shalt  thine,  and  ve  will  go  over  to  the  Church 
of  England,  and  go  to  the  devU  together.'  They  fulfilled  this  resolution  ao 
far,"  says  our  author,  "as  to  go  to  the  Church  of  England,  and'  marrying, 
and  adhering  to  the  Church  of  England  during  life." 
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CHAP.        The  petition  of  Eliode  Island  upon  the  eastern  lioun- 
_33l.  ^^^  dispute,  was  presented  to  the  King.     It  set  forth  the 
1734.    charter  limits   of  the  colony,   and  that    Massachusetts 
■^P"^    claimed  about  twenty  thousand  acres  east  of  Pawtucket 
Eiver,  besides  the  three  miles  east  of  Narraganset  bay, 
that  were  clearly  granted  to  Ehode  Island. 
Mayl.         John  "Wanton  was  chosen  governor,  and  George  Has- 
sard  deputy-governor  at  the  spring  election.     This  con- 
tinued for  five  years.     The  House  now  comprised  thirty- 
six  deputies,  who  with  the  ten  assistants  and  tiiree  general 
officers,  secretary,  attorney,  and  treasurer,  made  the  num- 
ber of  a  full  Assembly  forty-nine.     The  sheriffs,  formerly 
general,  had  now  become  county  officers, 
j3®  Massachusetts  wrote  to  request  an  exchange  of  prison- 

ers, promising  fair  trials  in  their  own  coui-ts  of  any  com- 
plaints against  them.     Agreeably  to  this  request,  the  As- 
sembly returned  a  piisoner  to  the  custody  of  that  province 
IT.     for  ti'ial.     Some  damage  had  resulted  from  baelcwater  at 
Oct.    vaiious  mill  dams  in  the  colonj'.    The  Assembly  at  Provi- 
so,    dence  passed  their  first  la'w  on  the  subject  of  flowage,  re- 
quiring mill   owners  to  make  ponds,  and  regulating  tlie 
modes  of  assessing  damages  by  a  jury,  in  such  cases,  and 
of  settling  controversies   among    the    ownei^  of   mills. 
Bridges  over  the  ^outh  branch  of  Pawtuxet  Kiver,  and 
at  the  point  in  Newport,  -vrere  ordered. 
Deo.  '^o  Rhode  Ibland  boundary  petition  was  referred  by 

13-     the  Privy  Council  to  the  Plantations'  Committee,  and  by 
17S4-6  them  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  in  the  usual  course.     The 
f'^'     agent  of  Massachusetts  was  notified  in  due  form,  and  thus 
the  matter  rested  for  two  years,  while  the  replies  were 
preparing. 
Pgjj  The  winter  session  of  tlie  Assembly  was  the  first  ever 

18.  held  at  Greenwich.  Attention  was  directed  to  the  preser- 
vation of  oystei's  in  the  bay,  large  quantities  of  them  hav- 
ing been  taken  to  bum  for  lime.  The  town  councils  were 
empowered  to  prevent  this  wasteful  destruction.    The  at- 
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tempt  to  cut  throagh  tlie  beach  at  Block  Island  was  re-  chap. 
ported  ty  the  committee  to  be  a  failure.  They  were  _,J,„ 
therefore  ordered  to  repair  and  enlarge  the  old  pier.  Port  1735. 
George  had  been  completed  at  a  cost  of  ten  thousand  "'^  ' 
poixnds,  but  was  not  fuUy  ai'med.  The  colony  again  pe- 
titioned for  cannon  and  round  shot  to  mount  the  battery, 
which  was  refeiTed,  as  usual,  to  the  Boai'd  of  Trade." 

At  the  general  election  no  ehange  was  made.  The  7, 
Block  Island  pier  was  the  only  matter  of  interest  at  the  ''^P™ 
adjourned  session.  Too  much  timber  had  been  purchased 
for  it ;  the  contractor  was  sued  hy  the  dealers,  and  the 
Assembly  oi'dered  it  to  be  sold,  except  enough  to  finish 
the  pier.  The  harbor  at  "Westerly  being  closed  by  the 
filling  of  the  outlet  from  the  salt  pond,  it  was  proposed  to  -A-ug' 
divert  the  course  of  Pawcatuek  Kiver  into  the  pond,  so  as 
to  secure  a  good  harbor,  by  keeping  this  outlet  always 
open,  and  deepening  the  water  on  tlie  bar.  The  Assem- 
bly agi'eed  to  pay  thre^-fourths  of  the  expense  of  this 
work,  if  Westerly  would  keep  up  the  bridges,  and  pay  the 
remainder.  To  protect  the  river  fisheries  it  was  forbidden 
to  erect  dams  or  weirs  on  any  stream  to  hinder  the  pas- 
sage offish,  or  to  catch  them,  for  three  days  ui  the  week, 
except  hj  hoot  and  line,  leave  was  granted  to  George 
Taylor  to  teach  a  school  in  a  chamber  of  tlie  county  house 
in  Providence,  on  certain  conditions.'  Aid  was  given  to 
build  bridges  over  both  branches  of  the  Pawtuxet  River 
on  the  Plainfield  Eoad  in  Scituate.  The  Court  of  Vice- 
Admiralty  sometimes  exceeded  their  proper  jurisdiction 
in  trying  causes,  not  of  a  maritime  nature,  that  were 
brought  before  them.  The  judges  of  the  Superior  Court 
were  empowered  to  issue  injunctions  upon  such  proceed- 
ings in  future.  This  was  a  bold  measure,  for  the  Admiral- 
ty Court,  being  of  royal  appointment,  would  be  likely  to 

'  Br.  8.  P.  O.,  Proprieties,  yol.  xiii.  s.  48. 

'  He  ia  the  second  sclioolmnster  of  whom,  there  is  any  record  in  Proyi- 
donee.  The  first  was  Wm.  Turpin,  more  than  fifty  years  before  a  teacher 
JQ  Ffovidence,  and  now  the  town  treasurer. 
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CHAP,  assert  jurisdietion  paramount  to  the  eolouial  tribunals, 

.^,^  and  to  claim  the  exclusive  construction  of  its  own  powers. 

1V35.  Nothing  was  done  at  the  session  in  South  Kingstown. 

23"^'  In  reply  to  a  letter  from  the  Board  of  Trade,  inquiring 

Dec.     what  revenue  duties  were  laid  upon  British  commerce  in 

■'■       this  colony,  Gov.  Wanton  wrote,  that  the  impost  on  slaves 

brought  from  the  West  Indies,  having  been  removed, 

there  were  now  no  duties  levied  here  affecting  the  direct 

trade  with  England.' 

A  fearful  epidemic,  known  aa  the  "  thi'oat  distemper," 
which  appeared  in  the  spring  in  New  Hampshire,  con- 
tinued through  the  year  and  till  the  following  summer, 
extendhig  as  far  as  Carolina.  It  is  described  as  a  "swelled 
throat,  with  white  or  ash-colored  speehs,  an  efflorescence 
on  the  skin,  great  debihty  of  the  whole  system,  and  a 
strong  tendency  to  putridity." '  It  was  the  greatest  scourge 
ever  known  in  New  England,  and  especially  fatal  to  chil- 
dren. Among  the  losses  sustained  by  this  colony,  but 
whether  fixim  the  prevailing  epidemic  or  not  is  unknown, 
1TS6-6  was  that  of  Gabriel  Bemon,  the  distinguished  Huguenot, 
-^  ■  who  for  nearly  forty  years  had  been  a  resident  of  Rhode 
Island.  The  first  three  Episcopal  churches  in  the  colony 
owed  thar  origin  to  his  untiring  zeal.  He  died  at  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety-one  yeai's  and  ten  months,  and 
was  buried  beneath  St.  John's  Church,  with  unusual 
marks  of  respect. 
18,  The  Assembly,  at  its  winter  session  gave  their  princi- 

pal attention  to  bridges.  No  leas  than  six,  thi'ee  on  the 
Plainfield  Eoad,  one  at  Woonsocket,  at  Newport,  and  at 
Queen's  Eiver  in  South  Kingstown,  were  ordered  to  be 
built  or  repaired. 
Kay'  The  Kay  session  had  of  late  been  devoted  exclusively 
4  &  5.  to  the  admission  of  freemen  to  the  general  election ;  put- 
ting all  other  business  over  to  the  adjournment.     The 

'  Br.  S.  p.  0.,  Proprieties,  vol.  slii,,  a.  70. 
'  Eelltnap'a  N.  Hamp.,  ii.  118. 
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town  councils  had  long  possessed  full  power  to  open  high-  chap. 
ways,  and  to  assess  damages  connected  thei'ewith,  wHch    ■''-^■ 
was  again  confirmed.    A  line  of  stages  between  Boston    1786, 
and  Newport  was  established,  and  exclusive  privileges    ^^"^^ 
for  seven  years,  were  granted  by  the  Assembly  to  encour-     Oct 
age  the  enterprise.     A  law  was  passed  to  prevent  bribery      ^'^• 
at  elections.     Eoth  offenders  were  to  forfeit  double  the 
sum  offered  or  received,  and  to  be  debaiTed  the  right  of 
voting  for  three  years. 

The  reply  of  Massachusetts  to  the  Rhode  Island  ap-  1786-7 
peal,  was  presented  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  claiming  the 
whole  tract  east  of  Narraganset  Bay  and  Pawtucket 
Eivei"  xmder  the  Plymouth  colony  patent,  coniirmed,  as 
was  contended,  by  the  royal  commissionei-s  in  1664,' 
That  adjustment  was  not  considered  by  the  commissioners 
themselves  to  be  final,  but  only  temporary,  till  the  King's 
will  could  be  Icnown  ;  but  the  tacit  consent  of  both  colo- 
nies since  that  time  had  given  a  color  of  riglit  to  the  Mas- 
sachusetts claim. 

The  winter  session,  held  for  the  second  time  at  Green-    i737_ 
wjch,  was  occupied  witli  private  business.     His  Majesty's     Feb. 
ship  Tartar,  of  twenty  guns,  being  in  the  hai-bor  of  New-  ijay'^, 
port,  the  Assembly  ordered  that  "  a  score  of  tlie  best  sheep 
tliat  may  be  got  be  presented  "  to  her  commander,  Mat- 
thew Norris,  for  the  use  of  the  crew.     Heretofore  the  ex- 
penses of  jurors  were  paid  out  of  the  treasury,  but  this 
being  found  inconvenient,  the  Assembly  fixed  the  fees  at    June 
six  shillings  a  day,  they  to  defray  their  own  expenses,      ■^^• 
To  preserve  the  perch  in  Easton's  pond,  it  was  forbidden 
to  draw  seines  or  nets  either  in  the  pond  or  creek.     The 
earliest  law  exempting  active  firemen   from  mihtary  or 
jmy  duty,  was  enacted  in  favor  of  the  two  engine  compa- 
nies recently  organized  in  Newport." 

New  Hampsliire  was  involved  in  a  dispute  with  Mas- 
is  exlended  fo  the  firemen  in  Provi- 
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P.  saehueetts  respecting  her  eastern  and  southern  boundaries. 
__  It  was  referred  to  a  board  of  twenty  commissioners,  five 
',  each  from  the  councils  of  !N^ew  York,  New  Jersey,  Ehode 
Island,  and  Nova  Scotia,  of  whom  five  should  form  a 
;.  quoruin.  Eight  of  these,  three  from  !NoTa  Scotia  and  tlie 
fiyo  from  Ehode  Island,'  met  at  Hampton,  and  were  after- 
;.  ward  joined  by  Philip  Livin^ton  from  New  York,  who 
was  made  president.  The  decree  of  the  commissioners  as 
to  the  eastern  line  was  definite,  and  was  confirmed  by  the 
King ;  that  upon  the  southern  line  was  contingent  npon 
the  construction  of  the  Massachusetts  charter.  Both 
parties  appealed,  and  New  Hampshire  ultimately  gained 
on  the  south  more  than  she  had  claimed  before  the  com- 
missioners. Meanwhile,  the  dispute  between  Massachu- 
setts and  Khode  Island  was  progressing  in  England.  Mr, 
Partiudge  presented  to  the  Board  of  Trade  his  answer  to 
the  memorial  of  the  Massachusetts  agent,"  in  reply  to  the 
Ehode  Island  petition.  It  is  a  document  of  great  length, 
combatting  the  position  of  Wiikes  in  twenty  sections, 
seventeen  of  which  relate  to  the  Attleboro'  gore,  and  the 
remainder  to  the  eastern  shore,  where  the  towns  of  Tirer- 
ton  and  Seconnet,  with  the  greater  pai't  of  Bristol,  and 
Freetown  are  claimed  under  the  charter  of  King  Charles." 

Nothing  of  public  interest  was  done  by  the  1 
at  South  Kingstown.  There  was  an  adjourned  s 
Newport,  at  which  a  fifth  judge  of  Common  Pleas  for 
each  county  was  appointed,  to  avoid  the  inconvenience  of 
a  tie  in  the  decisions  of  the  bench.  Power  was  given  to 
toivn  councils  to  remove  any  person  who,  by  vote  of  the 
,  town,  might  be  rejected  as  an  inhabitant.  At  the  next 
adjourned  session,  an  act  was  passed  to  secure  the  interest 
on  the  biUs  of  credit  loaned  to  individuals,  much  of  which 
had  been  lost  by  their  removal  from  the  colony.  The 
principal  was  secured  by  mortgage,  bxit  the  interest  was 

'  Sanmel  Vernon,  John  Gurdoer,  John  Potter,  Ezekiel  Wacner,  and 
George  Cornell.    Belknap'a  N.  Hamp.,  ii.  134. 

'  Prancia  Wilkes.  '  Bt.  S.  P.  0.,  Pioprietiea,  toL  14. 
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not.     A  purchaser  who  bought  landa  under  mortgage,  CHAP, 
became  responsible  for  the  principal,  but  not  for  the  in-  ^_^ 
terest.     It  was  now  enacted  that  no  transfer  to  such  pnr-  1737-8 
chaser  shoxild  he  valid,  without  a  proper  bond  giycii  by 
him  for  the  payment  of  interest  also. 

At  the  spiing  election,  the  same  oiHcere  were  chosen.    1738. 
KotluDg  was  done  at  the  adjourned  session.     The  death    j^^^' 
of  the  deputy-goveraor,  Hon.  George  Hassard,  who,  for      13. 
five  successive  years  had  been  elected  to  that  office,  occa- 
sioned a  special  meeting  of  the  Assembly,  at  which  Daniel 
Abbott  was  chosen  as  his  successor.     Tixe  Assembly  then      g  ^ 
adjourned  till  the  next  month,  when  the  town  of  "Westerly    Aug. 
was  divided,  and  Charlestown  set  off  from  it ;  each  town     ^^■ 
to  send  two  deputies  to  the  legislature.     A  new  bank,  the 
sixth,  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  was  created,  on 
the  same  terms  as  the  former  loans,  except  that  the  in- 
terest, as  well  as  the  principal,  was  secured  by  mortgage 
on  real  estate.     At  the   autumn  session  in  Providence,     Oct, 
nothing  was  done. 

The  papers  relating  to  the  eaetem  houndaiy  havhig  all 
been  presented,  and  seyeral  hearings  had  by  the  agents    May 
before  the  Board  of  Trade,  they  reported  to  the  Planta-     ^''■ 
tioDs'    Committee,   recommending    that    commissioners 
from  the  neighboring  provinces  be  appointed  by  the  King 
to  determine  the  Hne.     Against  this   recommendation, 
Wilkes  petitioned  the  King,  reciting  the  substance  of  his    June 
memorial  to  the  Boai-d  of  Trade  in  reply  to  Khode  Island,      ■^^■ 
and  praying  that  no  new  commissions  should  be  granted. 
His  petition  took  the  usual  coiirse  of  reference  to  the    juiy 
Plantations' Committee,  before  whom  the  cause  was  again     SO. 
argued  by  the  agents,  and  the  petition  was  rejected  as    jf^y_ 
being  frivolous  and  vexatious.     This  second  report  being      l. 
made  to  the  Privy  Council,  an  order  was  given  directing     30. 
commissions  to  be  issued  for  settling  the  line  ;  but  nearly 
two  years  elapsed  before  this  was  done.     Pom-  pirates, 
tried  at  the  October  term,  were  executed  tliis  month  at 
Ifewport. 
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The  ABsemljIy  were  in  the  habit  of  adjourning  the 
,  regular  May  and  October  eessions,  often  to  diiferent 
counties.  At  an  adjourned  session  in  Providence,  it  was 
decided  that  the  adjournments  in  future  should  he  to 
some  town  in  the  same  county  where  the  regular  session 
for  that  season  was  held.  Another  law  to  prevent  illegal 
voting  was  passed ;  whoever  should  put  in  two  votes  was 
to  he  deprived  of  his  franchise  for  three  years,  and  to 
forfeit  two  pounds,  and  any  uncLualified  person  voting 
'  was  to  be  fined  the  same  amount.  A  further  adjourn- 
ment was  made  to  "Warwick.  A  new  colony  house  was 
ordered  for  Newport.  The  bridges  at  "Woonsocket,  Paw- 
tucket,  and  Cliepaehet  received  additional  aid  from  the 
treasury.  The  towns  were  empowei'ed  to  assess  ti-aders 
from  abroad  for  a  fail-  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  the 
local  governments. 

At  the  annual  election,  Daniel  Abbott  was  chosen 
deputy -governor,  thus  confirming  the  act  of  the  Assembly, 
and  John  Wanton  was  re-elected  governor,  A  commits 
tee,  instructed  by  this  Assembly,  wrote  to  Massachusetts 
concerning  the  eastern  boundary,  proposing  another  effort 
to  settle  the  dispute  by  a  joint  commission,  and  thus  save 
the  heavy  expense  of  farther  litigation  in  England.  The 
General  Court  referred  the  letter  to  a  committee  of  both 
houses  to  report  therein.  They  recommended  the  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners,  with  full  powers  to  arrange 
the  whole  controvei-sy  with  those  eq^ually  empowered  by 
Rhode  Island,  ajid  in  case  of  disagreement,  then  this  joint 
commission  should  select  seven  men  to  determine  the 
matter.  The  report  was  adopted,  and  commissioners  were 
appointed  at  the  next  meeting  of  tlie  General  Court. 
The  Assembly  promptly  seconded  this  coneiHatory  meas- 
ure, by  appointing  commissioners  to  meet  them,  and  re- 
quiring tliat  the  business  should  be  adjusted  within  three 
months.  At  a  special  session  soon  afterward,  they  au- 
thorized the  commissioners  in  case  of  disagreement,  to 
remit  to  England  the  necessary  funds  to  defray  the  c 
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of  taking  out  the  commission  recommended  by  the  Boai-d  *^:^'^- 
of  Trade.  —^ 

The  pubhcation  of  CaUender's  Centuiy  Sei-mon,  the  ifso. 
only  autJientic  account  of  early  Ehode  IsWd,  embracing 
the  first  century  of  the  history  of  Aq^uednecli,  was  the  great 
literary  event  of  this  year.  In  a  tone  of  candor,  and  with 
a  freedom  from  sectarian  bias,  the  more  remarkable  from 
his  nearness  to  the  exciting  period  he  describes,  the  rev- 
erend author  narrates  the  sufferings  of  the  first  colonists 
in  a  spirit  that  illnsti-ates  the  religion  he  professed.  The 
accuracy  of  his  narrative,  so  far  as  he  descends  to  details, 
leaves  little  for  the  later  historian  to  correct,  and  awakens, 
regret  that  the  plan  of  his  Discourse,  did  not  permit  him 
to, enlarge  Ms  work  to  the  scope  and  dimensions  of  a  civU 
history.  From  him  we  learn  that  at  this  time  there  were 
thirty-three  churches  of  the  several  denominations  in  the 
colony,  of  which  twelve  were  Baptist,  ten  Quakers,  six 
Congregational  or  Presbyterian,  and  five  Episcopalian, 
besides  other  religious  assemblies,  not  yet  organized  into 
churches, andhavingnoregularhoxisesofworsliip.  Mr.  Gal- 
lender's  own  church,  the  Baptist,  outnumbered  any  other, 
and,  excluding  the  Quakers,  aU  others  in  the  colony,  dnd 
was  represented  in  every  town.  A  degree  of  harmony  in 
Christian  intercourse  prevailed  among  the  several  churches, 
wliich  might  be  vainly  sought  elsewhere  until  a  very  re- 
cent period.  The  voluntary  principle  had  achieved  its  own 
triumph,  and  was  exeiiing  upon  the  neighboring  colonies 
the  powerful  though  silent  influence,  of  successful  example. 

Note. — The  foUowing  note  shonld  be  appended  to  line  2S  on  pago  114. 
—The  earliest  mill  grant  in  B.  I.  was  made  in  1646,  to  John  Smith  to 
eetabliah  a  grist-mill.  He  was  to  pay  tha  cost  of  "  the  stampers  "  that  iiad 
been  imported  ftom  England  bv  the  colonists,  amounting  to  about  £100. 
These  wooden  stampers  were  used  to  pulverize  corn.  The  mill  was  located 
just  above  Mill  Bridge,  in  Providence.  The  street  leading  up  tbe  bill  from 
the  mill  was  called  Stampers  street,  probably  from  these  works  rather  than 
from  (he  tradition  eited  in  note  3,  p.  258,  vol.  i.  In  excavating  for  the  Elack- 
stone  Canal,  many  years  ago,  some  of  the  old  timbers  forming  the  bottom  of 
the  dam  were  discovered.  This  was  no  doubt  the  first  hydraulic  worit  in 
this  State,  if  not  in  New  England. 
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CHAPTER   XVI. 


FROM  THE  COMMENCEMEKT  OF  THE  SECOND  SPANISH  WAR, 
OCTOBER,  1'739,  TO  THE  FINAL  ADJUSTMENT  OF  THE  EAST- 
ERN BOUNDARY,  FEBRUARY,  1746-7. 

CHAP.         The  alarm  of  war  again  roused  the  martial  spirit  of  tlie 
_^.^  colony.     Tlie  affairs  of  Spain  were  hmrying  tliat  power 
1739,    into  a  conflict  with  Great  Britain,  which  the  geniiis  of 
"Walpole  and  the  peaceful  policy  of  the  British  ministry 
could  no  longer  avej-t.     Eiimors  of  a  ministerial  crisis, 
involving  the  peace  of  Europe,  had  reached  the  colonies, 
Aug.    and  Khodo  Island  prepared  for  a  fight  upon  her  favorite 
21-     element,  the  sea.     The  governor  was  instructed  to  gi-ant 
all  privateer  commissions  that  he  shotdd  deem  needful, 
pursuant  to  the  King's  warrant.    Three  of  the  principal 
merchants  of  Newport'  fitted   out   a   ship  immediately, 
receiving  her  armament  from  the  puhlie  stores.     The  ac- 
tion was  none  too  rapid.    Already  had  the  Eight  of  Search 
been  exercised  by  the  Spaniai'ds,  under  their  treaty  with 
England,  in  a  manner  to  give  offence  to  the  latter  power, 
Spain  had  not  yet  lost  the  supremacy  of  the  sea  which, 
before  the  age  of  Elizabeth,  she  had  held  undisputed. 
Slie  was  still  a  first-rate  maritime  power,  and  defended 
her  privilege  with  ec[ual  iinnness,  but  with  far  less  inso- 
lence than  was  shown  at  a  later  day,  upon  the  same  ques- 

'  Godfrey  Malbone,  John  Brown,  and  Cieorge  Wanton. 
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tion,  by  her  great  rival.  The  violation  of  treaty  stipula-  CHAP, 
tions  regulating  trade  between  England  and  tho  Spanish  ,.^3^- 
American  colonies  was  incessant.  The  shrewdness  of  1789. 
British  merehanfcs,  overleaping  all  the  bounds  of  law,  com- 
pelled Spain  to  a  rigid  exercise  of  her  right,  under  the 
treaty^  to  search  vessels  suspected  of  contraband  trading. 
All  experience  has  shown  that  this  right  of  search,  how- 
ever limited,  can  have  no  vital  existence  without  imperil- 
ing the  peace  of  nations.  And  here  it  may  be  added, 
that  history  has  equally  proved  that  successive  maritime 
States  have  resisted  this  right  while  exerted  against  them- 
selves, and  in  turn  asserted  it  when  they  had  won  the 
dominion  of  the  seas.  May  it  never  prove  tliat  the  United 
States,  after  their  glorious  vindication  of  the  freedom  of 
the  seas  in  the  last  wai'  with  Great  Britain,  shall  follow 
the  historic  example,  by  claiming  exclusive  rights  here- 
after, and  sacrifice  their  noblest  principle  to  gi'atify  the 
cravings  of  national  ambition  1  The  war  about  commenc- 
ing, was  ostensibly  a  struggle  for  the  freedom  of  the  Brit- 
ish flag  againet  what  were  termed  the  arrogant  pretensions 
of  Spain.  It  w^  in  fact,  a  war  of  commercial  rivalry,  in 
which  the  trade  of  Spanish  America  was  to  be  tlie  prize. 
The  undefined  limits  of  Georgia,  and  tlie  paymejit  of  the 
Spanish  debt,  w§re  insignificant  causes  by  the  side  of  this 
brilliant  guerdon. 

The  Whig  ministry  were  finally  overborne  by  the 
popular  clamor,  and  Walpole  committed  the  gi'eat  error 
of  liis  political  life  in  retaining  his  place  at  the  expense  of 
his  principles  and  convictions.  War  was  declared  amidst  Oct. 
extravagant  demonstrations  of  joy ;  but  the  remark  of  the  ^^■ 
Premier  was  verified  within  ten  years,  when  the  ringing 
of  bells  gave  place  to  the  wringing  of  hands. 

There  was  another  point,  di]-ectly  affecting  British 
interests,  connected  with  the  trade  between  the  colonies 
and  the  West  Indies,  upon  which  this  war  was  to  exert  a 
material  influence.  The  "  molasses  act,"  as  it  was  termed, 
had  been  passed  six  years  before,  imposing  a  heavy  tax 
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CHAP,  upon  West  India  products  imported  from  foreign  islands, 
,^  ,  J,,  especially  the  French,  into  the  northern  colonies.  Ehode 
1739.  Island  protested  against  this  act,  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  only  by  this  produce  that  she  could  be  paid  for  her 
exports  thither,  and  thereby  be  enabled  to  purchase  Eng- 
lish raanofactnres.  Ifewport  was  largely  engaged  in  dis- 
tilling rum,  -which  interfered  in  some  measure  with  the 
trade  of  the  English  sugar  islands.  The  other  colonies 
ecjuaUy  opposed  the  act,  and  Partridge,  the  Ehode  Mand 
agent,  conducted  the  affair  for  them  also.  In  his  letter 
to  the  Board  of  Trade,  enclosing  the  petition,  he  claimed 
that  the  bill  divested  the  colonists  of  theu-  rights  as  Eng- 
lishmen, in  laying  taxes  against  their  consent,  and  with- 
out their  being  represented  on  tlie  floor  of  Parliament. 

The  war-cry  of  revolution,  which  was  ere  long  to  rally 
the  American  colonies  in  the  struggle  for  independence, 
was  here  first  sounded  by  tlie  Quaker  agent  of  Ehode  Isl- 
and, to  cease  only  with  the  dismemberment  of  the  Bntish 
empire.  Farther  restrictions  were  proposed  to  be  placed 
Oct.  upon  the  West  India  trade.  The  Assembly  therefore  re- 
■  quested  the  governor  to  "  write  to  our  agent,  strenuously 
to  oppose  at  home  the  making  any  addition  to  tlie  sugar 
act,  that  so  much  affects  the  northern  plantations ;  and 
that  his  Honor  also  write  to  the  neighboring  governments, 
requesting  them  to  join  with  us  in  opposing  the  same." 

Ifotice  was  sent  to  Massachusetts,  that  Ehode  Island 
would  proceed  no  fai'ther  in  the  attempt  to  obtain  an 
■amicable  adjustment  of  the  eastern  boundary,  but  would 
await  the  royal  commission.  The  marks  and  bounds  set 
up  on  the  western  linej  requiring  renewal,  a  joint  com- 
mittee of  the  two  colonies  had  been  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose three  years  before.  Tlie  Connecticut  men  had  failed 
to  attend  upon  several  appointments,  and  the  Rhode  Isl- 
and committee  therefore  proceeded  alone  to  renew  the 
"Sm.  stone  heaps  and  tree  marks  along  the  whole  line,  occupy- 
lB-20.  jjjg  gj^  ^^yg  jj^  j-j-jg  ^yo|.jj-_     Their  report  was  made  at  an 
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adjourned  session  of  the  Assembly  in  South  liingstowii,  chap. 
and  entered  in  full  upon  the  records. 

The  news  of  the  declaration  of  war  with  Spain,  oeca-  "J,^^*' 
sioned  a  special  session  of  the  Assembly  at  the  saine  place.  26. ' 
The  small  pox  had  again  broken  out  in  the  colony.  A 
quarantine  house  was  built  on  Dutch  Island,  and  relief 
extended  to  the  towns  of  Portsmouth  and  Jamestown,  for 
theii'  care  of  the  sick.  .But  the  chief  purpose  of  this  extra 
session  was  to  place  the  colony  upon  a  war  establishment 
A  gaiTison  of  fifty-two  men,  under  command  of  Col. 
John  Cranston,  was  thrown  into  Fort  George,  and  the 
works  were  put  in  fightiog  order.  Military  stores  were 
provided.  Ti-oops  were  sent  to  New  ShorehaiUj  and  a 
mounted  battery  of  six  heavy  gims  was  furnished  for  the 
defence  of  Block  Island.  Seven  watchtowers  were  erect- 
ed along  the  coast  and  on  the  shores  of  the  bay,  in  which 
the  towns  where  they  wei'e  located  were  to  keep  a  con- 
stant guai'd  under  direction  of  the  council  of  war.  Five 
beacons  were  established  upon  commanding  heights,  the 
outermost  at  Block  Island,  and  the  northernmost  at  Porta- 
mouth,  to  convey  intelligence  of  any  hostile  demonBtra- 
tion.  Thus  much  being  done  for  internal  defence,  the 
colony  ordered  the  sloop  Tartai',  of  one  himdred  and 
fifteen  tons,  to  be  built  for  war  pui-poecs,  and  during  the 
coming  year  five  privateers,  manned  by  four  hundred 
men,  were  fitted  out  by  the  merchants  of  Newport,  to 
cruise  against  the  Spaniai-ds. 

At  the  spring  election,  John  Wanton  was  again  chosen    1740. 
governor,  and  Eichard  Ward,  who  some  years  before  had  ^'^J '■ 
been  secretary  of  the  colony,  was  elected  deputy-governor. 
Advices  of  the  intended  expedition  under  Admiral  Yer- 
non  against  the  Spanish  West  Indies,  witli  orders  to  raise 
troops  to  join  the  royal   squadron  at   Jamaica,  having 
been  received  in  the  colonies,  the  Assembly  at  once 
enlisted  soldiers  and  provided  two  transports  to  convey 
them.     The  colony  sloop  Tartar,  being  completed,  w^    J""^ 
armed  by  order  of  the  Assembly,  with  twelve  carnage 
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CHAP,  and  as  many  swivel  guns,  and  fitted  for  sea  nnder  com- 

^_^  mand  of  Captain  Cranston.     She  was  a  spacious  vessel 

1740.    of  lier  class,  having  deck-room  sufficient  for  a  hundred  men 

Jam    to  engage  in  battle.     Gov,  Eeleher  of  Maasachnsetts  in- 

^"^     formed  Gov.  Wanton  that  a  suspicious  looMng  ship  had 

appeared  off  the  coast.     The  Tartar  immediately  sailed  in 

pursTut,  captured  the  vessel,  which  proved  to  he  a  French 

contraband   schooner,   and  brought  her  into  Newport, 

where  she  was  condemned  by  the  Vice  Admiralty  Court. 

JnlyS.  It  was  at  tliis  exciting  juncture,  when  tlie  deeds  in 
which  the  old  governor  had  won  so  much  distinction  in 
his  youth  were  being  re-enacted,  that  John  "Wanton  died. 
For  the  past  twelve  years,  the  first  five  as  deputy-gov- 
ci'nor  and  the  last  seven  as  chief  raagisti'ate,  he  had  held 
the  highest  offices  of  the  State — a  merited  return  for  the 
higher  honor  that  his  personal  (qualities  had  long  before 
conferred  upon  the  colony.  The  Assembly  convened  to 
iiU  the  vacancy,  promoted  Richai'd  Ward  to  the  position 
IB.  of  governor,  and  elected  William  Greene  in  his  place  as 
deputy-goveni  or. 

Orders  were  received  from  the  head-quarters  at  Ifew 
Tort  for  only  two  companies,  of  one  hundred  men  each, 
to  be  drafted  in  Hhode  Island,  and  two  English  lieutenants 
came  on  to  collect  them.  Tliis  caused  the  discharge  of  a 
largo  number  of  soldiers  enlisted  in  May,  who  were  now 
paid  off.  Captain  Joseph  Sheffield  had  command  of  the 
first  company  that  was  equipped  at  IN'ewport  in  the  spring. 
The  Providence  company  was  commanded  by  Capt.  Wil- 

Aug.    ham  Hopkins.     When  all  was  prepared  for  sailing,  the 

■'^-     Assembly  invited  the  commissioned  officers  to  dine  with 

the  court,  and  entertained  the  soldiers  at  public  expense. 

Sept,  The  transports  sailed  for  New  York  with  the  two  com- 
panies, to  join  the  grand  squadron  at  Jamaica,  soon  after- 
ward destined  to  a  fatal  repulse  before  the  stupendous 
fortress  of  Carthagena, 

Tlie  arrival  of  George  Whitefield,  who,  for  some  time 
had  been  preaching  in  the  southern  and  middle  colonies, 
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formed  an  era  in  the  religions  history  of  New  England.  CHAP' 
The  "  great  revival "  had  already  commenced,  under  the  ^.^.^ 
lead  of  Jonathan  Edwai-ds,  when  "Whitefield's  thrilling    1740. 
elocLuenee  carried  the  excitement  to  its  height.    Com- 
mencing at  ^Newport,  whither  great  crowds  resorted  to 
hear  him  from  all  parts  of  the  colony,  he  travelled  through 
other  portions  of  Xew  England  for  six  months  before  his 
retnm  to  London.     The  extravagancies  of  the  new  con- 
verts, roused  the  opposition  of  many  in  the  established 
church,  especially  in  Connecticut,  bnt  a  large  portion  of 
the  ministers,  among  whom  was  Edwards,  looked  with 
favor  upon  his  work,  and  recognised  in  it  a  divine  iu- 


In  contrast  with  the  demonstrative  character  of  the 
gi'eat  revivalist,  came  the  cahn  Quaker,  Samuel  Eother- 
gill,  an  eminent  preacher  among  the  Friends.  He  re- 
mained for  some  months  in  IN'ewport  at  the  house  of  his 
brother-in-law,  John  Prond.  The  influence  of  both  these 
celebrated  preachers,  was  long  felt  throughout  the  colony, 
in  the  rapid  increase  of  the  Qualser  and  Baptist  societies, 
most  of  Whitefield's  converts  nniting  with  the  latter 
church. 

The   emission  of  paper  money  by  the  colonies,  had    Apj.;] 
already  occupied    the    attention    of   Parliament.      The     35. 
House  of  Commons  addressed  the  King,  urging  that  a  full 
account  of  all  these  issues  should  be  obtained,  to  lay 
before  the  House.     An  order  in  council  was  passed,  calling     gg 
on  the  Eoai-d  of  Trade  to  furnish  the  facts.     The  Board 
required  every  colony  to  send  a  statement  of  the  amomit,     May 
tenor,  and  sterling  value  of  the  bills  of  credit  issued  by     ^'*' 
each,  with  a  plan  for  tlieir  redemption  in  the  most  easy  and 
effectual  manner.     The  addi-ess  of  the  Commons,  com-    ^ 
plaining  of  the  injuries  to  British  commerce  caused  by      19, 
these  bills,  was  soon  afterward  sent  to  Ehode  Island  by 
the  Board,  with  information  that  circulars  had  been  sent 
to  all  the  royal  governments  in  America,  suspending  the 
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^S^'  ftirthei'  issue  of  paper  money.'    This  was  a  Bignifieant 
.^T_^  warning  to  tlie  charter  and  proprietary  governments,  but 
IHO.    tmfortunately  it  was  not  regarded  by  Kbode  Island.     The 
expenses  of  the  war  demanded  another  loan  of  public 
credit.     The  Assembly  therefore  created  a  new  bank  of 
Sept.    twenty  thousand  ponnds  for  ten  years,  at  four  per  cent. 
23-     The  former  bills  had  merely  expressed  on  the  face  their 
nominal  value  in  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  but  in 
these  it  was  attempted  to  fix  the  value  by  further  stating 
the  exact  amount  of  gold  or  silver  that  they  should  repre- 
sent.    Hence  they  were  termed  New  Tenor  bills.     The 
rate  established  estimated  silver  at  nine  shillings  an  ounce, 
and  gold  at  £6, 13s  id.  an  ounce.     Besides  tliis  newbanlc, 
an  issue  of  ten  thousand  pounds  of  the  old  tenor  bills  was 
made  to  supply  tlie  treasury.     The  value  of  silver  in  the 
old  bills  was  twenty-seven  shillings  an  ounce.     Against 
these  proceedings,  two  assistants"  and  live  deputies'  en- 
tered a  protest  upon  the  records,  giving  as  their  reasons 
for  disapproval,  that  the  new  act  would  depreciate  the 
outetanding  bills,  injure  trade,  and  oppress  those  whose 
estates  were  in  money,  and  was  impolitic  in  view  of  tlie 
Oot,     late  action  in  Parliament.     At  tlie  next  session  a  repre- 
ss-    sentation  of  the  whole  paper  money  system  was  ordered 
to  be  di'awn  up,  in  reply  to  the  enquiries  of  the  Board  of 
Trade.     The  last  communication  from  that  source,  made  it 
expedient  to  amend  the  bank  act  so  far  as  to  make  the 
value  of  silver  conform  to  the  English  standard,  which 
Deo.2.  was  done  at  an  adjourned  session  held  in  Warwick.    Ju- 

'  These  letters  fcom  the  Board  of  Trade  on  the  puper  cHiTencj  are 
printed  io  S,  I.  Co].  Ree,,  to],  v.,  p.  7. 

'  Benjamin  Ellery  and  Peter  Boura. 

■  Willium  Ellerj,  William  Anthony,  Ezbon  Sandford,  George  Godding 
George  Lanton.  The  last  clause  of  the  protest  is  worthy  of  record.  "Be- 
cause the  ruin  of  this  flouriahhjg  colony  will  probably  in  a  great,  measure  be 
owing  to  this  fatal  act;  we  would  have  then-hole  colony  and  posleritj  know 
we  bare  not  deserved  their  imprecationE  on  this  occaaion,  but  have  endeav- 
orcd  to  preserve  and  deliver  down  to  pasterity  the  privileges  and  the  prop- 
erty which  our  ancestors  earned  with  so  much  hazard,  toil,  anil  expense." 
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stead  of  nine  fihillings  an  ounce,  the  new  bills  stated  silver  chap. 
at  six  ahillings  and  ninepence  sterliag,  and  gold  at  five   ^^^ 
pounds  an  otincc,  so  that  a  new  tenor  tULwas  four  times    J740. 
the  value  of  an  old  bill,  and  was  soon  afterward  required 
to  he  taken  at  that  rate  in  business  exchanges. 

Tlie  notice  sent  by  Hhode  Island  that  the  boundary 
question  must  be  determined  by  a  royal  commission,  left 
nothing  further  to  be  done  than  for  tlieee  commissions 
to  be  sued  out  in  England.  The  Board  of  Ti-ade  therefore  if' 
wrote  to  the  governor,  requiring  the  appointment  of  two 
officers  in  Khode  Island  upon  whom  all  processes  in  the 
case  might  be  seiwed,  and  also  that  a  full  statement  of  the 
boundaries  claimed  should  befumished.  The  royal  letters 
patent  were  issued  to  five  gentlemen  from  each  of  the  ^^pt. 
provinces  of  !New  Torlt,  New  Jersey,  and  Nova  Scotia,  any 
five  of  whom  were  to  be  a  quoram,  to  settle  the  eastern 
line  of  Rhode  Island.  The  commissioners  were  to  meet 
at  Providence  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  April  ensuing,  and 
to  annex  to  their  final  report  a  map  or  di-aught  of  the 
boundaries  agreed  upon.  Either  colony  might  appeal 
within  three  months  after  the  decision  had  been  rendered, 
and  if  no  such  appeal  was  then  taken,  the  decision  was  to 
be  final  upon  confirmation  by  the  IGng.  All  expenses 
were  to  be  equally  divided  between  the  litigants.'  Tlie 
Assembly  oi-dered  copies  of  the  commission  to  he  sent  Dec.2. 
if}  each  of  the  gentlemen  therein  named,  with  lettei-s  to 
those  at  Annapolis  Royal,  informing  them  that  a  vessel 
would  be  sent  from  Ehode  Island  to  bring  them  hither  at 
the  appointed  time.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  pre- 
pare the  case,  and  to  conduct  it  before  the  commissioners, 
and  also  to  provide  accommodations  for  them  during  their 
stay  in  Providence.  Massachusetts  also  appointed  a  com-  si. 
mittee  to  prepare  her  case,  and  named  the  two  officers 
rcqiui'ed  in  the  commission. 

The  representation  concerning  paper  currency,  was  at 


>v  Google 


130  HISTOaY    OF    THE    STATE    OF   RHODE    ISLAND. 

CHAP,  last  Bent  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  signed  by  Got.  "Ward. 
^^^"    It  is  a  very  long  and  interesting  document,  reciting  the 
1T40-1  objects  and  tbe  liistory  of  these  issues,  ■with  a  sketch  of 
Jan.  9.  ^Ijq  (>on(iition  of  the  colony.    From  this  we  learn  that  the 
commerce  of  Ehode  Island  had  greatly  increased  within 
ten  ycai's,  since  the  last  returns,  and  now  numbei'ed  a 
hundred  and  twenty  vessek  engaged  in  the  "West  Indian, 
African,  European,  and  Coasting  trade,  of  which  seven  or 
eight  were  employed  indirect  trade  with  England,  hereto- 
fore cliiefly  conducted  by  Boston  merchants.' 

The  exigencies  of  war  demanded  a  revision  of  the  mi- 
litia system.  Prance  was  about  to  ally  with  Spain,  so 
that  further  measures  were  required  to  defend  the  colony. 
The  Assembly  repealed  the  act  empowering  the  soldiei^ 
2'f>  to  choose  their  own  officers,  and  vested  that  right  where 
the  charter  placed  it,  in  the  legislature.  .  A  permanent 
council  of  war,  to  consist  of  the  governor  and  council, 
witli  the  field-officers  and  captains,  was  established,  A 
more  thorough  drill-system  was  adopted.  Two  additional 
companies  were  raised  in  Newport.  Fort  George  was 
enlarged  so  as  to  mount  ten  more  cannon,  A  powder 
magazine  of  brick  wi«  constructed,  and  tlie  military  stores 
were  increased  in  every  county.  Ten  new  field-pieces 
were  ordered.  Those  whose  consciences  forbade  their 
fighting,  were  recLiiu-ed  to  act  as  scouts  or  guards,  to  fur- 
nish their  horses  for  service  in  e^e  of  alann,  and  to  do 
any  other  duty  not  repulsive  to  their  religious  views.  The 
war  sloop  Tartar  was  fitted  to  be  ready  for  sea  in  the 
spring.    These  preparations  occupied  the  entire  session. 

The  governor  was  requested  to  despatch  a  suitable  ves- 
sel to  Kova  Scotia  to  bring  the  boundary  commissioners 
jTar.'    to  Providence.     Massachusetts   added  two  members -to 
S'?-     the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  her  case,  one  of  whom 
was  William  Shirley,  who,  a  few  months  later,  succeeded 
31.     Belcher  as  governor  of  the  province.     A  brief  statement 

'  Printed  in  R.  I.  Col.  Rec,  vol.  v.,  p.  8-14. 
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nitted  to  tlie  eommiss 
reported,  i^sertiug  tlie  middle  of  the  east  passage  of  Nar- 
raganset  Bay,  and  so  up  the  Pawtucket  River  to  the    l74l. 
starting  poiat  of  the  northern  line  of  Rhode  Island,  as  ran 
in  1719,  to  he  the  proper  boundary  of  the  two  colonies.  The 
General  Assembly  empowered  their  committee  to  employ    April 
counsel,  and  named  the  two  ofBeers'  required  by  tlae  com- 
mission, upon  whom  process  might  he  served.     On  tlie 
appointed  day,  only  two  of  the  commissioners'  appeared.      1. 
The  commission  was  read,  clerks  were  chosen,  and  the 
claims  were  presented  and  filed.     Rhode  Island  claimed, 
under  the  royal  charter,  from  a  point  three  miles  east- 
north-east  of  AsBonet,  due  south  to  the  ocean,  and  wester- 
ly to  Fox  Point ;  thence  by  the  east  bank  of  the  river  to 
Pawtucket  falls,  and  thence  due  north  to  the  Massachu- 
setts line.     The  court  met  and  adjourned  every  week, 
awaiting  the  arrival  of  more  members,  until  the  end  of  the 
month,  when  three  others^  having  arrived,  a  quoram  was      so. 
made.    Two  surveyors^  were  appointed  to  prepare  plans 
for  the  use  of  the  court.   The  next  day  the  clerks  were  or-  May  1. 
dered  to  issue  siimmonses  for  witnesses,  and  two  officers 
were  named'  to  serve  them.     The  suiweyors  were  required      3. 
to  prepare  a  plat  of  the  whole  of  Rhode  Island,  as  well  as 
of  the  temtoiy  in  dispute.    The  court  adjourned  from 
time  to  time  through  the  month,  awaiting  their  report. 
The  General  Assembly  voted  a  salary  of  six  shillings  stcr-      g, 
ling,  per  diem,  to  each  of  the  commissioners  in  attendance, 
besides  one  half  of  their  expenses.     Three  other  members 

'  EzeMel  Warner  nnd  George  Broira, 
'  Archibald  Kennedy  iind  James  Delancej,  of  Kew  York. 
'  William  Skene,  William  Shireff,  and  Erasmus  James  Phillips,  of  Novn 
Scolia. 

'  James  Helme  of  South  Kingstown,  and  William  Chandler  of  Thomp-_ 

^  Nathaniel  Clmrch  of  Bristol  for  Mass.,  and  Thomas  Rice  of  Wanriok 
for  R.  I. 
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!  of  wliom, 

_  Cadwallader  Colden,  was  mado  president.  Several  ad- 
jo\Tmineiits  were  had  until  (lie  witnesses  could  be  collect- 

■  ed,  when  the  examination  was  commenced,  and  continued 
from  day  to  day  through  the  month.  A  vast  amount  of 
record  evidence  was  presented,  and  a  great  munher  of  tes- 
timonies taken,  the  whole  occupying  a  lai-ge  volume.' 
"When  this  was  concluded,  and  the  surveyors  had  made 
their  report,  the  pleading  commenced.    The  two  attorneys 

,  for  Ehode  Island^  opened  the  case.  The  two  following  days 
were  occupied  by  the  three  attorneys  for  Massachusetts,' 
and  then  the  Khode  Island  counsel  made  the  closing  ar- 
gument, Tlie  charter  of  Connecticut  was  offered  as  evi- 
dence on  the  part  of  Massachusetts,  and  received.  The 
judgment  of  the  coui't  was  made  up  and  filed  tlie  next 
day.  Defining  Narraganset  bay  to  end  at  Bullock's  Pointy 
it  gave  to  Rhode  Island  all  the  land  within  three  miles 
of  the  shore,  south  and  east  of  a  line  measured  three  miles 
north-east  from  the  end  of  Bullock's  Keck,  and  designated 
five  places,  to  the  south  and  east,  whence  the  three-mile 
lines  were  to  be  run,  to  define  this  eastern  hoimdary. 
I"rom  the  soutlr-west  comer  of  Bullock's  Keck  to  Paw- 
tueket  falls,  high  water  mark  was  to  be  the  dividing  line, 
and  thence,  a  due  north  line  to  the  established  southern 
line  of  Hassachusetts  was  to  complete  the  boundary.  An 
attested  copy  of  the  judgment,  with  the  accompanyingmap, 
was  given  to  the  agents  of  each  party,  and  the  court  ad- 
journed to  the  fourth  of  September. 

Massachusetts  decided  to  appeal  from  every  part  of 

■  the  judgment  as  being  grievous  and  injurious.  Rhode 
Island  objecting  to  the  limits  given  to  Karraganset  Bay, 
that  Bullock's  Keck,  instead  of  Fos  Point,  was  taken  as 

^  Oadwallflder  Colden  and  Philip  Livingstone  of  Hew  York,  aad  Otho 
Hamilton  of  Hew  Jersey. 

»  Br.  S.  P.  0.,  America,  No.  878. 

'  Daniel  Updike  and  William  Eollam, 

*  John  Read,  Samuel  Welles,  and  WiUiam  Shirlej. 
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the  mouth  of  Providence  Eivcr,  and  that  Assonetwafi  not  chap. 

considered  aa  the  north-eaet  point  of  the  bay,  wherety  a  ^_^ 

smaller  territory,  and  a  more  complicated  line,  than  she  1741. 

claimed,  were  assigned  to  her,  appealed  from  that  portion  ^^' 

of  the  judgment,  but  accepted  the  remaindei-.    Both  ap-  Sept. 
peals  were  entered  at  the  meeting  of  the  court,  held  for 
that  purpose.     Two  suhsequent  meetings  were  held,  at 
which  costs  were  taxed,  tlie  records  of  the  eoui't  were 

ordered  to  he  deposited  with  the  secretary  of  New  York,  8. 
and  three  copies  to  be  made,  one  to  be  sent  to  England, 
and  one  for  each  of  the  litigating  parties,  aftei'  which  the 

court  finally  adjoiu'ned.    The  General  Assembly  resolved  ™' 
to  appeal  to  tlie  King  and  voted  two  hundred  pound  s  ster- 
ling for  this  piu^ose. 

In  order  to  embrace  at  a  single  glance  the  whole  of 
this  controversy,  to  its  ultimate  adjudication  by  the  King, 

we  must  anticipate  the  tiurent  of  events  in  the  colojiy,  1741-2 
and  transfer  our  attention  for  awhQe  to  England.     M^- 

sachusetts  appointed  two  agents'  to  conduct  the  appeal  in  jau.  0. 

her  behalf,  prepared  duplicate  instructions  and  etatemeiits  g. 

of  the  case  for  their  use,  and  appropriated  live  hundred  13. 

pounds  sterling  to  defray  the  expenses.     The  appeal  was  ii^z. 

presented  in  the  name  of  the  agents.    The  Khode  Island  J"ly 

petition  arrived  first,  and  was  referred  to  the  Plantation  ggpj_ 

Committee.     The  same  course  was  taken   with  that  of  15- 

lEassachusetfcs,     More  tlian  two  years  elapsed  before  the  l74i. 

case  was  fully  ai'gued  by  counsel,  in  several  hearings,  Nov. 

after  the  last  of  which  the  committee  reported  to  the  ^' g^' 

King,  dismissing  both  appeals,  and  confirming  the  deci-  -pg^ 

sion  of  the  commissioners.     Kilby  afterward  petitioned,  11. 

in  behalf  of  Massachusetts,  for  a  rehearing  of  the  case,  and  1745.0 

Partridge,  tlie  Rhode  Island  agent,  filed  a  counter  peti-  Feb. 

tion  remonstrating  against  it.     Both   of  these  new  peti-  ^'^■ 

1740 

tions  were  referred  again  to  the  Plantation  Committee.  j^p^]i 

Their  report  condemned   the   application  of  Kilby,  and  31. 
'  Kobjtt  Anohvnuty  and  Christopher  Kilby. 
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CHAP,  reaffirmed  their  former  decision  in  favor  of  the  judgment 
,_53i,  of  the  commissioners ;  whereupon  an  order  in  council  was 
1746.    issued,  confirming  by  royal  decree  the  decision  of  the 
2g^    court,  and  finally  settling  the  eastern  boundai-y  of  Ehode 
Island  in  accordance  therewith.      Tliis   closed,  at  least 
during  the   colonial   period,   a   eontrovei^y  which  was 
coeval  with  the  charter  of  King  Charles,  and  had  vir- 
tually commenced  soon  after  the  settlement  of  Aquedneck. 
A  century  later  was  to  witness  the  revival  of  this  territo- 
rial dispute  before  another  tribunal,  upon  grounds  equally 
untenable  with  tliose  that  were  thus  summarily  dismissed 
by  the  Privy  Council. 
H"ov.  Soon  after  the  royal   decree  was  received  in  Eliodc 

■     Island,  the  Assembly  appointed  a  committee'  to  run  the 
line,  and  notified  Massachusetts  to  unite  in  the  survey. 
Gov.  Shirley  refused  to  appoint  a  committee,  or  to  con- 
vene  the  legislature  for  that  purpose — a  course  which 
Ehode  Island  justly  considered  as  bat  a  part  of  the  long 
series  of  neglects,  intended  to  delay  a  settlement  of  the 
Deo.  3.  boundary.     The  committee  therefore  proceeded,  ex  parte, 
¥^t  *°  ''"^  *^®  ■'"^^  according  to  the  royal  decree,  and  their 
report  was  accepted  by  the  Assembly.     Gov.  Shii-ley  re- 
ferred to  the  subject  in  his  speech  to  the  General  Court, 
bnt  the  committee  to  whom  the  matter  was  referred,  re- 
14.     ported  that  it  was  inexpedient  to  proceed  further.    Thus 
the  affair  remained  till  after  the  adoption  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States. 
1T41.  ^6  ■will  now  return  to  the  period  when  the  boundary 

-Api'il  dispute  was  settled  by  the  commissioners  at  Providence, 
and  ti-ace  the  progress  of  the  colony  since  that  time.  The 
war  sloop  Tartar  was  armed  and  officered  for  instant  ser- 
vico,  and  the  governor  was  empowered  to  enlist  one  hun- 
dred men  beside  the  regular  crew,  and  to  order  them  to 
sea  whenever  an  enemy  should  appear  on  the  coast.  The 
governor  and  council  were  further  authorized  to  lay  an 

'  James  Honeymnn,  jr.,  Gideon  Cornel,  George  Brown,  George  Wanton, 
nnd  Walter  Chsloner. 
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embargo  upon  any  or  all  outward  bound  vessels  whenever  chap. 
they  might  see  fit.  This  was  the  first  instance  of  the  grant  3!il- 
of  these  extraordinaiy  powers,  which  we  shall  see  at  a  XT41. 
later  period  were  frequently  exercised.  ■^^"^■ 

James  Greene  and  others  petitioned  for  the  right  to 
place  a  dam  across  the  south  branch  of  Pawtuxet  Eiver, 
in  the  town  ofWarwict,  and  to  erect  works  thereupon  for 
the  refining  of  iron.  By  the  law  for  protecting  fisheries, 
no  permanent  dam  could  be  built  across  any  stream ; 
hence  tliis  petition,  which  was  granted,  and  the  "  old  ore 
bed,"  afterwards  so  famous  for  the  anchors  and  cannon 
east  there,  began  to  be  worked.  Pawtucket  bridge  was 
again  rebuilt,  and  William  Jenckes  received  sixty  pounds 
from  the  treasury  for  the  cost  of  the  Ehode  Island  half  of 
the  work.  East  Greenwich  had  become  so  populous,  that 
the  inhabitants  petitioned  for  a  division  of  the  town, 
which  was  made,  and  "West  Greenwich  was  incorporated 
with  the  same  rights  as  the  other  towns.  Tlie  first  elec- 
tion of  town  officers  and  of  deputies  to  the  Assembly  was  si. 
held  throe  weeks  later. 

At  the  general  election,  the  choice  of  the  A.ssembly  jt^y  6. 
made  in  July  previous,  was  confirmed  by  the  people. 
The  office  of  attorney-general  was  abolished,  and  a  King's 
attorney  for  each  county  was  appointed  in  lieu  thereof. 
Twenty  men  were  sent  from  Providence  and  Kings  counties 
to  reinforce  the  garrison  at  Block  Island  for  six  months. 
Their  pay  was  fixed  at  three  pounds  a  month.  Two  thon- 
eand  pounds  in  bills  of  credit  of  the  new  tenor  were  issued 
to  supply  the  treasui-y.  A  form  of  prayer  for  the  royal  ^^^^ 
famUy  having  been  received,  with  an  order  in  council  for 
its  use  ui  all  places  of  public  worship,  a  copy  of  the  oi-der 
was  sent  to  the  minister  or  elder,  of  every  society  in  the 
colony.  The  tiial  of  causes  taken  by  appeal  from  the 
Superior  Court  to  the  General  Assembly  having  "  by  long 
experience  been  found  prejudicial,"  a  court  of  equity  to 
determine  such  appeals  was  appointed.  It  consisted  of 
five  judges,  elected  annually  by  the  Assembly,  who  were 
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'.  to  decide  all  appeals  in  personal  actions,  "  ag] 
law  and  equity,"  as  fully  as  tlio  Assembly  had.  hitherto 

,    done. 

Two  years  before  this  time,  the  monuments  on  the 
western  boundary  had  been  renewed  by  Rhode  Island, 
after  i-epeated  but  vain  efforts  to  obtain  the  concurrence 
of  Connecticut  in  the  renewal.  Soon  after  thia  was  done, 
Connecticut  appointed  a  committee'  to  do  the  worls,  and 
it  was  reported  that  this  committee  had  displaced  the  old 
bound  at  the  south-west  corner  of  "Warwick,  The  Assem- 
bly now  sent  surveyors  to  examine  into  the  facte.  They 
visited  the  spot  and  found  that  the  gi-eat  stone  heap  set 
up  at  that  point  had  been  moved  about  two  and  a  half 
rods  eastward  from  its  proper  place,  and  tlie  tree  marks 
altered  to  correspond ;  but  by  whom  the  fraud  was  at- 
tempted was  imlinown.  The  same  outrage  had  been  per- 
petrated once  before,  and  was  detected  and  rectified  at  tlie 
last  renewal  of  the  bounds.  The  report  of  this  committee, 
like  the  former  one,  was  entered  in  fuR  upon  the  records. 

The  same  reasons  that  led  to  the  incorporation  of , 
West  Greenwich,  required  a  division  of  "Warwick.  The 
western  portion  of  it  was  therefore  set  off  to  form  a  new 
town  called  Coventry,  and  a  warrant  was  issued  for  the 
first  town  meeting,  at  which  the  requisite  officers  were 
chosen. 

The  British  forces  having  been  repulsed  at  Cai-thagena, 
in  March,  and  lost  more  than  one  half  their  number  in 
less  than  two  days  by  yellow  fever,  designed  another  ex- 
pedition to  retrieve  their  fortunes.  Santiago  de  Cuba 
was  the  destined  point  of  attack.  Gen,  "Wentwortli,  com- 
manding the  land  forces,  now  reduced  by  sickness  to  three 
thousand  men,  sent  Capt,  "William  Hopkins  home  to  Kliode 
Island,  to  muster  recruits  for  tins  new  enterprise,'  Gov. 
"Ward,  by  order  of  the  Assembly,  issued  a  proclamation 

printed  in  R,  I.  Col.  Rec.  vol.  v., 
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offering  a  bounty  of  five  pounds  currency,  and  a  watch  CUAP. 
coat  in  addition  to  the  royal  bounty  of  two  pounds  ster-  31^ 
ling,  to  all  who  would  enlist  for  the  invasion  of  Cuba.    1741. 
Ihc  Tartar  was  equipped  to  convey  the  i-ecruita,  and  being 
filled  with  all  the  men  the  vessel  could  carry,  sailed  for 
Cuba,    But  even  before  the  colonial  recruits  had  sailed, 
the  attempt  upon  Santiago  was  abandoned,  after  a  reeon- 
noisance  of  the  works,  to  the  gi'eat  disgrace  of  the  British 
commanders.    The  evils  of  a  divided  authority  were  never 
more  clearly  iUnatrated  than  in  the  first  attempt  of  the 
Englisli  ministry  against  the  Spanish  "West  Indies.     To 
defray  the  charges  which  this  elfort  cost  to  Rhode  Island, 
two  thousand  pounds  in  new  tenor  bills  were  issued.    At 
the  session  in  South  Kingstown,  reports  were  made  on    Oct. 
the  removal  of  the  monuments  at  the  south-west  comer  of      ^^■ 
Wai-wick,'  and  on  the  division  lines  between  Warwick  and 
Coventry,'  but  no  new  business  of  any  interest  was  trans- 
acted. 

In  Providence  the  religious  proprieties  of  the  place  Hov. 
were  startled  by  a  bugle  note  of  doctrinal  war,  sounded 
by  one  Mosea  Bartlett.  Dissent  from  the  Puritan  estab- 
lishment had  obtained  a  firm  position  in  the  stronghold 
of  Presbyterian  theology.  Baptists  had  churches  in  Bos- 
ton, Quakers  held  meetings  in  Massachusetts,  and  neither 
found  "  aught  to  molest  or  make  them  afraid."  Anti- 
nomian  liberality  had  supplanted  Legalist  proscription  in 
the  home  of  the  Puritans,  but  the  change  was  offensive 
to  this  zealous  champion  of  "real  Christianity."  In  a 
spirit  of  Quixotic  piety,  that  would  have  done  credit  to 
the  preceding  centiuy,  he  hurled  a  formal  challenge  at 
both  divisions  of  tlie  heretic  camp  whence  the  invasion  of 
his  cherished  principles  had  proceeded  ;  and,  not  satisfied 
with  this  display  of  religious  chivalry,  or  displeased,  it 
may  be,  that  his  enthusiasm  met  no  response  from  those 
whom  it  was  uitended  to  arouse,  he  published  the  chal-  24. 
lenge,  a  few  days  later,  in  the  Boston  Gazette.     Perhaps 

<  See  K.  1.  Col.  Bee,  v.  34.  '  Ibid.  86. 
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CHAP,  no  little  sting  was  added  to  tliis  display  of  bitterness  by 
3^  the  fact  that  the  great  revival,  which  the  preacliing  of 
1741.   "Whitefleld  was  now  producing  in  New  England,  resulted, 
especially  in  Connecticut  to  which  he  refers,  in  larger  ac- 
cessions of  new  converts  to  the  Baptist  ehnrehes  than  to 
those  of  the  dominant  sect ;  while  the  presence  of  Fother- 
gill,  the  eminent  Quaker  preacher  at  Newport,  was  giving 
a  fresh  stiinuliia  to  the  society  of  Friends.     Bnt  whether 
these  results  were  yet  apparent,  or  Bartlett  foresaw  them 
with  prophetic  dread,  his  hostile  missives  are  worth  pre- 
serving as  the  latest  curif^ity  of  their  kind.' 
1741-2      -^*  ^^  adjourned  meeting  of  the  A^emhly,  the  Newport 
Feb.    Artillery  were  incorporated.     Tiiis  ancient  corps  is  there- 
fore the  oldest  chartered  company  in  the  State,  and  pre- 
serves to  tills  day  the  character  for  efficient  discipline 
which  the  cu-cumstances  of  its  origin  produced. 

'  Protidence,  Ifoiiember  9,  1741. — You  Baptist  Elders  and  Teaobera  in 
tbis  town  and  Colonj :  There  is  a  wonderful  E«formiition  among  the  Pres- 
bjterians  in  Connecticut  government;  nad  the  true  everlagting  gospel  is 
preached  among  them;  but  I  apprehend  you  preach  the  Doctrine  of  Devils : 
Therefore  in  order  to  Tindicate  yourEclves,  come  on,  and  hare  a  public  Dis- 
pute with  me,  in  order  to  clear  yonrselTCE,  or  else  lie  under  the  charge; 
which  you  plaase :  You  shall  have  as  many  able  men  as  you  will,  if  there 
be  as  many  as  there  was  Prophets  of  Saal ;  and  we  will  have  it  all  writ, 
only  I  will  haTB  as  much  time  as  jou.  It  may  be  you  will  desire  to  know 
what  People  I  am  of;  You  may  call  me  a  Presbyterian  if  you  please;  but  I 
call  myself  a  red  Christian ;  Moses  £(a-tlett  ia  my  name,  who  wrote  an  an- 
swer to  a  letter  which  gave  an  account  of  a  tumultuous  confusion  at  Min. 
Noyce's  honse  at  Sew  Haven  at  the  time  of  the  Commencement. 

Pkoyidsnce,  JfosemSer  9,  1741. 

To  the  Quaker  Ministers  in  this  town  and  Colony  r  Tliere  is  a  wonderful 
Eeformation  in  Connecticut  Colony  among  the  Presbyterians,  where  the 
everlasting  gospel  is  preached;  bnt  I  have  heard  some  of  you  blaspheme 
against  it  abominably ;  but  I  desire  you  to  Dispute  me  in  order  to  vindicate 
your  Orders;  which  you  call  Friends  Orders,  for  they  are  antiscriptural,  and 
so  consequently  of  the  Devil;  You  shall  have  the  liberty  to  pick  out  as  many 
able  men  as  youplease,if  it  be  as  many  as  there  was  FrophetBof  Baal;  only 
1  will  have  the  same  measure  of  lime  as  you;  and  we  will  have  it  all  written. 
It  may  be  you  wiU  ask  what  People  I  am  off  To  which  I  answer,  you  may 
call  me  a  Presbyterian  if  you  please,  but  I  call  myself  a  real  Christian. 

MOSIS  BAnTLEIT. 


„Google 


PAPER    MONEY    DirFICGLTIES.  139 

Got.  "Ward  and  deputy-governor  Greene,  were  again  chap. 
chosen  at  the  spring  election.     The  year  1743  is  made  ,^3^ 
memorable  in  the  history  of  the  colony  and  the  country,    iT42. 
by  the  birth  of  General  Nathaniel  Greene.     He  was  born     "^^ 
at  Potowomut,  in  the  township  of  Warwick,  -which  for  a 
century  had  been  the  home  of  his  ancestors,  and  where 
the  family  stiU  retain  the  ancient  homestead,  soon  after- 
ward rendered  illustrious  by  his  martial  deeds. 

The  accounts  relating  to  the  expedition  against  the  ^°^^ 
Spaniards  were  examined,  and  allowed  by  the  Assembly 
to  the  amoimt  of  more  than  sixty-four  h\indred  pounds. 
The  gi-eat  annoyance  resulting  from  coiuiterfeiting  the 
bills  of  credit  has  already  been  mentioned.  Scarcely  a 
session  of  the  Assembly  had  occurred  since  the  issue  of 
the  first  bank,  without  the  subject  being  presented  in 
eome  form,  and  the  courts  were  repeatedly  occupied  in 
the  trial  of  connterfeiters.  The  same  difficulty  harassed 
the  neighboring  colonies.  Tbe  new  tenor  bills,  from  then- 
greater  value,  were  soon  subjected  to  the  same  process,  so 
that  the  fii'st  issue  was  called  in,  to  be  redeemed  by  other 
bills  printed  upon  a  new  plate.  A  large  amount  of  these 
bills  were  burnt  by  the  Assembly.  But  a  yet  greater  g^pt 
trouble  arose  from  the  non-payment  of  the  interest  bonds,  !*■ 
These  were  a  constant  source  of  litigation.  To  facilitate 
their  collection  by  legal  process,  the  plan  of  having  a 
King's  attorney  for  each  county  had  been  adopted,  and 
the  bonds  distributed  among  them  to  be  sued  in  the 
respective  counties  where  the  defendants  resided.  The 
experiment  having  failed,  the  new  office  was  abolished, 
and  that  of  attorney-general  was  restored.  The  general 
treasurer,  as  in  former  times,  was  charged  witli  the  col- 
lection of  debts  due  to  the  colony,  and  ordei'ed  to  sue  the 
bonds.  Seven  bridges  in  different  parts  of  the  colony  re- 
ceived appropriations  for  building  and  repairs.  All  pub- 
lic bridges,  and  most  of  the  great  highways,  as  we  have 
seen,  were  built  and  maintained  at  the  common  expense, 
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CHAP,  and  as  they  continued  to  bo  so  for  a  long  penod,  we  slmll 

^^^-    not  refer  to  them  again. 

1743.  A  Newport  privateer,  having  brought  in  as  prisoners 

^3-  four  Spanish  officere,  the  Assembly  ordered  that  tJiey 
should  be  entertained,  and  their  passages  paid  from  the 
treasury  as  soon  as  they  could  be  sent  away.  The  care 
of  insane  and  imbecile  persons,  was  given  to  the  to-\vTi 
coiuicils,  with  power  to  appoint  guardians  for  their  estates. 
Jurors  had  hitherto  been  chosen  by  the  people  at  town 
meetings.     The  custom  of  drawing  the  names  from  a  box 

Nov,    was  now  adopted,  and  the  mode  of  doing  so  was  regulated 

'  ^^'  by  law.  Unifonn  days  for  election  of  deputies  and 
general  officers  in  all  the  towns,  were  fixed  by  statute. 
Tho  first  Tuesday  of  March,  afterward  changed  to  the 
third  "Wednesday  in  April,  and  the  last  Tuesday  in  Augiist 
were  the  appointed  times.  On  the  former  day,  the  depu- 
ties for  the  May  session  were  chosen,  and  proxies  for 
general  officers  were  deposited ;  on  the  latter,  deputies  for 
tlie  October  session  were  elected.  Two  new  ferries  were 
established  to  facilitate  access  to  Newport  from  Provi- 
dence county  ;  one  from  "Warwick  Neck  to  the  north  end 
of  Pi-ndence  Island,  the  other  from  the  south  end  of  Pru- 
dence to  Lawton's  valley. 

Tlie  dispute  with  Connecticut  about  the  monument  at 
26.  the  old  south-west  comer  of  "Warwick,  now  the  comer  of 
"West  Greenwich  and  Coventry,  was  settled  by  a  joint 
commission  of  the  two  colonies,  who  set  up  a  permanent 
and  massive  stone  pillar  with  suitable  inscriptions  there- 
upon.    Their  report  was  entered  upon  the  records  of  the 

M*rc"h   °^^*  Assembly.'     Tlie  Judge  of  Admiralty  having  gone 
8.      to  England,  John  Gidley,  of  Newport,  was  appointed  to 
that  place  till  the  King's  will  could  be  known.     Nortli 
Kingstown  was  divided,  and  the  western  portion  incor- 
porated  as  tlie  town  of  Exeter.     A  town  meeting  was 
22      called  forthwith,  and  the  requisite  officers  were  elected. 

'  E.  I.  Col.  Rec,  T.  59. 
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Governor  Ward  declined  a  re-eleetion,  and  deputy-  chap. 
governor  William  Greene  was  chosen  in  his  place.  Joseph  ,__3i- 
Whipple  was  elected  depaty-govemor.  The  amount  of  174S. 
labor  devolving  npon  the  court  of  election,  had  become  ^^ 
BO  great,  tliat  for  many  years  past  alt  other  business  had 
been  deferred  till  June.  Besides  the  governor  and  coun- 
cil, attorney,  secretary,  and  treasurer,  fifteen  State  officers 
elected  by  the  people,  there  were  the  three  field  officers  of 
each  eoimty  regiment,  five  judges  of  the  colony,  and  five 
of  each  connty  court,  with  the  clerks  of  each  court,  and 
sheriffs  of  counties,  a  list  of  justices  of  the  peace  in  every 
town,  varying  from  fifty  to  a  hundred  in  the  whole,  the 
three  commissioned  officers  of  every  regimental  company 
in  the  colony,  of  which  there  were  now  eight  in  New- 
port, fifteen  in  Providence,  and  fourteen  in  King's  county, 
and  sometimes  six  or  eight  trustees,  and  a  committee  of 
two  from  each  town,  called  the  grand  committee,  to  su- 
pervise the  issue  and  loan  of  bills  of  credit,  making  be- 
tween two  and  three  hundred  officials,  about  two-fifths  of 
whom  were  military  oificers,  to  be  elected  by  the  Assem- 
bly every  May ;  and  this  number  was  increased  with  the 
admission  of  each  new  town. 

The  country  portion   of  Ifewport,  in  the  north-east 
part  of  the  township,  at  that  time  a  thickly  wooded  dis- 
trict, wished  to  be  separated  from  the  town,  and  had  peti- 
tioned during  the  past  year  for  that  purpose.     The  As-    j^aio 
sembly  now  took  action  in  the  matter,  divided  the  town,     30. 
and  at  an  adjonrned  session  incorporated  the  new  town-    Aug. 
ship  by  the  name  of  Middletown.  The  first  meeting  to  or- 
ganize under  the  act  was  held  the  following  week.  S"- 

The  jealousy  of  royal  interference  with  any  privileges 
claimed,  or  heretofore  exercised,  under  the  charter  or  by 
act  of  Parliament,  was  illustrated  by  this  Assembly  in 
the  case  of  one  Leonard  Lockman,  who  produced  a  com- 
mission as  clerk  of  the  naval  office  in  Newport.  A  com- 
mittee of  inquiry  reported  "  that  hie  Maj  esty  was  mistaken 
in  said  grant,"  for  that  the  naval  officer  was,  and  always 
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CHAP,  bad  been,  in  the  appointment  of  the  governor,  who  was 
^^^'    alone  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  snch  officer.     The 

1743.  report  was  adopted.  An  adjourned  session  was  held  at 
gS*-  Newport  for  private  bnainess  only.  The  affair  of  Lock- 
Oct,  man  etimulated  the  legislature  to  a  more  definite  and  tangi- 
^^-  ble  assertion  of  their  rights,  at  tlie  regular  meeting  in 
South  Kingstown.  The  custom  fees  to  be  charged  by  the 
collector  and  naval  officer,  were  revised,  and  severe  penal- 
ties for  any  violation  of  the  tariff  thus  established  were 
enacted.  A  table  of  fees  for  the  court  of  Vice  Admiralty, 
which  had  never  before  been  framed,  was  also  adopted, 
with  similar  penalties  for  its  violation.  This  law  was  in 
part  hiduced  by  the  conduct  of  the  court  in  a  recent 
case,  condemning  the  Dutch  bark  Gertrude,  of  which  act 
complaints  were  made  by  the  minister  of  the  States  Gen- 
eral.' A  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  tlie 
facts,  that  the  whole  proceedings  might  be  sent  to  Eng- 
land. The  preambles  of  both  these  acts  assert  "  tlie  un- 
doubted right  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  colony  "  to 
state  the  fees  of  all  officers  and  courts  within  the  same. 
The  rate  of  damage  upon  protested  bills  of  foreign  ex- 
change was  fixed  at  ten  per  cent. 

1Y4B-4  Another  issue  of  new  tenor  bills  to  the  amount  of  forty 
Fet-  thousand  pounds  was  made,  to  be  loaned  for  ten  years  at 
four  per  cent.,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time,  to  be 
paid,  hke  the  former  banks,  in  ten  annual  instalments. 
One  quarter  of  the  interest  money  was  to  be  divided  yearly 
among  the  towns,  the  remainder  to  be  for  the  us©  of  the 
colony.  An  earnest  protest  against  this  measure,  similar 
to  the  one  entered  three  years  before,  appears  upon  the 
records."  All  the  quarantine  laws  were  repealed,  and  a 
new  one,  more  complete  in  its  terms,  but  similar  in  sub- 
stance to  tlioae  before  noticed,  was  enacted.  The  Equity 
Court  was  abolished,  and  m  its  place  the  Superior  Court 

'  Letters,  llii-lliS,  R.  I.  Sec.  of  Stale's  Office,  No.  U.     E.  I,  Col. 

'V  I.  Col.  Kec.,  V.  76. 
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was  empowered  to  grant  relieariiigB  upon  writs  of  review.  chaF' 
So  many  Spanish  prisoners  were  brought  into  Newport  __^ 
by  the  privateers,  that  an  act  to  regulate  their  mainte-  1743-4 
nance  was  passed,  allowing  to  each  one  fifteen  shilKngB  a 
week,  and  providing  for  their  liberation  and  return  as 
soon  as  possible. 

But  the  Spanish  war  was  soon  to  be  lost  in  the  greater    1T44. 
complications  of  European  politics.     The  whole  continent 
was  in  arms,  and  battles  by  sea  and  land,  as  fruitless  as 
they  were  ceaselees,  presented  a  scene  of  blood  that  had 
never  been   equalled  in  modem  times.     The  Jacobites 
availed  themselves   of  this   dire   confusion  to  press  the 
claims  of  the  Pretender.     Prance  espoused  the  cause  of     Mar, 
Charles  Edward,  and  declared  war  against  England.     A     ^^■ 
proclamation  of  war  against  France  was  forthwith  issued.'      si. 
A  more  brilliant  period  of  colonial  history  was  commenc- 
ing, that  called  for  yet  greater  efforts  and  led  to  more  de- 
cisive results. 

The  Assembly  adopted  measiu'es  to  strengthen  the  May 
defences  of  the  colony.  Military  stores  were  procured,  and 
the  garrisons  at  Fort  George  and  Bloch  Island  were  aug- 
mented. The  people  of  Grloucoster  petitioned  that  an 
artillery  company  might  be  incorporated  in  that  town. 
It  was  gi'anted  on  condition  that  the  members  slionld  all 
be  from  Providence  county,  and  the  corps  should  be 
called  the  "  Artillery  company  of  the  county  of  Provi- 
dence." This  was  the  second  chartered  company  in  the 
State,  and  the  origin  of  the  flourishing  corps  known  at 
this  day  as  the  Cadet  company.^  Tlie  news  of  war 
reached  the  French  colonies  before  it  was  received  m  Kew 
England,  and  an  expedition  was  sent  at  once  from  Capo 

'  The  letter  of  the  Dulie  of  Newcastle  to  Gov.  Greene,  nnaouneing  the 
war,  13  printed  in  R.  I.  Col.  Eec,  t.,  p.  80. 

'  At  the  June  seesion,  lT7i,  this  act  ivas  amendod  by  a  change  of  nomo 
to  "The  Cadet  Company  of  the  County  of  Providence,"  tlie  corps  was  offi- 
cered upon  a  regimental  basis,  and  the  position  of  the  company  on  all  field 
days  was  assigned  "on  the  light  wing  of  tbo  regiment  in  wbose  district  the 
said  company  h  included." 
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CHAP.  Breton  to  break  up  tho  fishing  establishments,  and   to 

,33L.  capture  Fort   Oanso.      Prench    privateers  harassed  the 

1744.    coast  of  lifew  England,  destroying  commerce,  and  almost 

annihilating  the  fisheries.     Tlie  Indians  were  enlisted  lui- 

"""^  der  the  French  banner,  causing  great  alami  on  the  iron- 
tiers.  It  ivas  even  feared  that  our  old  allies  the  Six  INa- 
tions  might  j  oin  the  league.     A  meeting  of  commissioners 

13.     was  held  at  Albany,  to  devise  me^ures  for  the  common 

5.  defence,  and  Gov.  Shirley  wrote  to  Ehode  Island  to  take 
part  in  the  deliberations.  At  the  announcement  of  war, 
the  Assembly  was  convened  by  warrant  of  the  governor. 

^^-  Eighty  barrels  of  powder,  and  fifteen  hundred  pounds  of 
musket  balls  were  ordered.  Fort  George  was  still  further 
enlarged,  Tlie  Tartar,  in  command  of  Oapt.  Daniel 
Fones,  with  John  Stafford  as  lieutenant,  was  sent  to  sea 
with  a  force  of  ninety  men,  to  cruise  in  company  with  the 
Connecticut  armed  sloop,  between  Martha's  Vineyard 
and  the  Jersey  coast.  Twenty-five  hundred  pounds  in 
bills  of  credit  were  issued  to  meet  these  expenses,  and  a  tax 
of  ten  thousand  pounds  was  laid  upon  tlie  colony  to  pro- 
vide for  their  redemption.  A  commissary  general  was 
appointed,  to  be  elected  aimually,  to  have  chai'ge  of  all 
munitions  of  war,  and  to  superintend  all  militaiy  expedi- 
tions. John  Gardner  was  chosen  to  that  office.  Tlie  old 
tonnage  duty  upon  all  vessels  entering  the  colony,  which 
more  than  fifty  years  before  had  been  levied  to  provide 
powder  for  the  common  defence,  and  was  soon  afterward 
repealed  by  order  from  England,  was  revived,  to  continue 
through  the  war.  Sixpence  a  ton  was  laid  upon  every 
vessel  that  should  arrive,  except  coasters,  which  paid 
threepence  ;  the  jjroceeds  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  Fort 
George.  A  petition  to  the  King  was  prepared,  asking 
for  cannon  and  militaiy  stores.  John  Cranston  was  com- 
mander of  Fort  George,  and  Kobert  Oarr  was  made  Heu- 
tonant.  The  old  watoh-tower  and  beacon  at  Point  Judith, 
and  Beaver  Tail  were  renewed.  A  number  of  French 
prisoners  in  l^ewport  jail  were  allowed  to  reside  in  Provi- 
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dence  upon  parole,  there  to  support  themselves  until  fur-  CHAP, 
ther  orders,  if  they  so  desired.  — ^i- 

TJpon  the  approach  of  war,  the  Assenihly  had  always    1744. 
revived  the  act  for  the  relief  of  tender  consciences.    This    '^"S- 
delicate  regard  for  the  principles  of  the   Quakers,  was 
again  exhibited  by  exempting  them  from  bearing  arms, 
although  recLuiiing  them  to  render  all  other  aid  not  in- 
consistent with  their  religions  views.     An  extra  s^sion 
was  held,  to  determine  the  value  of  rateable  property,  and    Sept 
to  apportion  the  war-tax   among  the  towns.      Leonard      ^^• 
Lockman,  whose  crown-commission  as  clerk  in  the  naval 
office  had  the  year  before  been  disregarded  by  the  Assem- 
bly, had  received  the  appointment  of  Judge  of  Admiralty 
in  this  colony  ;  and  having  complained  to  the  Lords  of 
Admiralty  against  the  independent  legislation  of  Bhode 
Island  upon  these  subjects,  a  letter  in  reply  to  his  repre- 
sentations was  prepared,  vindicating  the  conduct  of  the 
colony.     These  eomplainte  were  considered  as  a  direct  at- 
tack upon  the  charter,  and  a  recent  movement  in  the 
House  of  Commons  against  bills  of  credit,  supposed  to  be 
specially  aimed  at  Eliode  Island,  still  further  alarmed  the 
colony.     Tiie  Assembly  voted  five  hundred   and  fifty     Oct 
pounds  sterling,  in  addition   to   one  litmdred  and  fifty 
recently  sent  to  their  agent  in  England,  to  be  expended 
in  repelling  these  assaults.  , 

Tiie  bounties  upon  hemp,  oil,  and  other  articles,  were 
repealed.  The  lottery  system,  which  eleven  yeai's  before 
had  been  denounced  by  the  Assembly,  was  now  legalized 
'by  this  legislature.  A  scheme  of  fifteen  thousand  pounds 
was  allowed  for  building  Weybosset  bridge  in  Providence. 
There  were  five  thousand  tickets  at  three  pounds  each, 
and  a  thousand  prizes,  amounting  to  twelve  thousand 
pounds.  Samuel  Chace  was  appointed  clerk  to  di'aw  the 
lottery.  The  act  was  slightly  amended  at  the  next  ses-  ^^■^■ 
sion,  bringing  it  to  the  foi-m  here  stated. 

An  expedition  against  Oape  Breton  was  designed  by    j 
Grov.  Shirley,  and  a  special  messenger  was  sent  to  Ehode     29. 
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CHAP.  Island  to  obtain  aid,'  A  detailed  plan  for  the  reduction 
^^^-    of  louisburg,  the  strongest  fortress  north  of  the  -Gnlf  of 

1744-5  Mexico,  was  presented  to  the  Assembly,  convened  at 
^^-  Providence  for  the  piarpoee.'  The  war  sloop  Tartar,  Capt. 
Daniel  Fones,  was  equipped  for  a  four  months'  emise, 
manned  with  a  hundred  and  thii'ty  men,  placed  at  tlie  dis- 
posal of  the  commodore  for  the  attack  on  Louisburg.  The 
charges  were  defrayed  by  an  issue  of  twenty-five  hundred 
pounds  in  new  tenor  bills,  to  be  sunk  by  taxation  at  the 
end  of  four  years.  Tlie  governor  was  again  empowered 
to  lay  an  embargo  on  all  outward  bound  vessels.  One 
hundred  and  fifty  men  were  voted  as  a  land  force  for  the 
expedition,  to  he  divided  into  three  companies,  and  a 
transport  was  hired  to  convey  them.  John  Cahoone  was 
chosen  lieutenant  of  tlie  Tartar.  Besidee  this  force, 
amounting  in  all  to  about  three  hundred  men,  Godfrey 
Malbone,  at  the  rec[uest  of  Gov.  Shirley,  was  commis- 
sioned to  raise  a  regiment  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  men 
in  Rhode  Island,  to  be  received  in  the  pay  of  Massachusetts, 
and  a  bounty  of  two  pounds  was  paid  by  this  colony  to 
every  man  thns  enlisted.  The  Khode  Island  troops  were 
to  be  attached  to  the  Connecticut  regiment  under  Col. 
Burro.'  The  command  of  the  expedition  was  given  to 
William  Pepperrell,  of  Maine,  afterward  knighted  for  his 
Buccessful  exploit.  The  greatest  effort  was  made  by  Mas- 
sachusetts. More  than  thirty-two  hundred  men,  and  ten 
armed  vessels,  two  of  them  privateer  ships  belonging  to 
Newport,  were  got  ready  witliin  two  montlis  by  that 
province.     Each  of  the  other  New  England  colonics  sent 

'  Shiriey'fl  letter  to  Greene  is  printed  in  R.  I.  Col.  Kec,  v.  H. 

"  See  lettera,  1142-1145,  in  tho  office  of  tlie  E.  I.  Secrelnry  of  State, 
Noa.  88,  89,  90.  The  care  bestowed  by  tbe  Hon.  John  B.  Bartlett  m  at 
ranging  these  dooitments,  and  placing  them  ia  a  permajient  and  LOnvement 
form  for  reference,  is  deserving  of  ail  commendation.  The  attomphshpd 
editor  of  the  E.  I.  Colonial  Eecords  has  thus  added  another  clnmi  to  tlic 
gtadtnde  of  his  natiye  State  and  of  every  student  of  American  histoij 

'  Letter  No.  108. 
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one  armed  vessel.     New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  Pennsyl-  CHAP. 
vania,  voted  small  supplies  of  money,  but  sent  no  men.     ^^- 
Connecticut  fumislied  five  hundred  troops  imder  Eoger    1745. 
Walcott,  the  second  in  coimnand  of  the  expedition.    New 
Hampshire  and  Ehode  Island  sent  three  hundred  each.   Mareli 
The  former  were  first  at  Canso,  the  rendezvous,  arriving     /  .. 
there  two  days  before  the  main  army  from  Boston.'     One      2. 
half  of  the  Ehode  Island  troops  an-ived  too  late  to  share 
the  glory  of  the  enterprise ;  but  tlie  Tartar,  which,  with 
the  Connecticut  sloop  of  war,  was  convoying  the  trans- 
ports of  tlie  latter  colony,  fell  in  witli  the  French  frigate 
Renomm^e,  of  thirty-six  guns,  and  sustained  some  dam- 
age in  an  engagement  which,  fortunately  for  tlie  colonies, 
the  frigate,  bearing  despatches  to  France,  did  not  delay 
to  finish."    While  the  fleet  were  detained  at  Canso  by  the 
ice,  Commodore  Warren,  with  a  part  of  the  West  India     „g 
sqiradron  arrived,  and  in  the  next  two  days,  the  Tartar, 
with  the  Connecticut  transports,  appeared.     As  soon  as 
the  ice  permitted,  tlie  siege  of  Louisburg  commenced.  80. 

At  the  spring  election,  Gideon  Wanton  was  chosen  jr    , 
governor,  and  William  Eobinson  deputy-governor, 

Diu'ing  the  progress  of  the  siege,  earnest  calls  for  re- 
cruits were  made  by  the  commanders,  who  lost  many  of 
their  men  by  sickness  and  by  the  casualties  of  wai-.     Gov. 
Shirley  wrote  to  Ehode  Island  for  farther  aid.^    The  cap-      is. 
ture  of  the  French  ship  Vigilant,  of  sixty-four  guns,  soon 
occasioned  another  draft  for  seamen  to  man  the  prize,      20. 
The  Assembly  ordered  forward  the  three  companies  voted     28. 
in  March,  which  for  some  reason  had  not  yet  sailed.'  Tlie 

'  Btlknap's  N.  Hatnp.,  ii.  212. 

"  Hutehinaon,  ii.  415.    Letter  No.  1S9. 

'  Letter  Ko.  115,  R.  I.  Col.  Bee,  t.  134. 

'  The  officers  of  these  three  eompaniea  were — of  the  1st,  Eichnrd  Miim- 
ford.  Captain ;  Edward  Cole,  1st  Lieut. ;  Samuel  Hall,  2d  Lieut.,  or  Ensign. 
Of  the  3d,  Benjamin  Potter,  Capt. ;  Richard  Smith,  lat  Lieut.;  Richard 
Hojle,  2d  Lieut.  Of  the  Bd,  Joshua  Champlin,  Capt. ;  Samuel  Eldred,  1st 
Lieut. ;  Jeoffroy  Champlin,  2d  Lieut.  Some  other  officers  were  afterwards 
sent  with  reoruita  to  Julj. 
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CHAP,  transport  brig  Success  was  hired  to  convey  them,  but 
3^  arrived  too  late.     The  troops  remained  to  garrison  the 

1745,    captured  fortress.     Wlien  the  news  of  the  capture  of  the 

Jnne    yjgijant  reached  Boston,  the  council  ordered  three  hun- 
5,      dred  men  to  be  sent  as  a  prize  crew.    Gov.  Shirley  wrote 
to  Gov.  Wanton  to  impress  foreign  sailors,  a  large  num- 
ber of  whom  had  fled  to  Newport  to '  avoid  the  impress- 

IS.  mcnt  at  Boston.'  The  Assembly  immediately  ordered 
two  hundred  sailors  to  be  raised,  offering  a  large  bounty 
to  those  who  would  enlist,  and  giving  the  sheriff  ample 
power  to  impress  men  for  the  service.  Within  six  days 
seventy-four  seamen  were  sent  to  Boston.  Meanwhile  all 
the  ferries  were  closed  against  sailors  for  eight  days,  and 
the  commander  of  Fort  George  was  ordered  to  prevent  aU 
boats  or  Tessels  from  leaving  the  harbor  of  Newport  dur- 
ing that  time.     This  course  proved  as  effectual  as  it  was 

20.  energetic.  Gov.  Shirley  issued  a  proclamation,  placing 
these  levies  upon  tlie  same  footing  with  other  seamen  in 
tlie  fleet,  and  afterwai'd  requested  Gov.  Wanton  to  pro- 

24.     hibit  the  export  of  gunpowder,  which  was  done. 

Heanwhile,  the  Tartar  and  two  other  war  sloops,  under 

7.  command  of  Capt.  Fones,  were  sent  to  the  Bay  of  Terte, 
to  intercept  a  large  force  of  French  and  Indians,  some 
twelve  hundred  strong,  who   were  advancing  from  the 

jg  siege  of  Annapolis,  to  liie  rehef  of  Louisburg.  Fones  met 
them  at  Fanune  Goose  Bay,  and  after  a  sharp  action,  dis- 
persed their  fleet,  consisting  of  two  sloops,  two  schooners, 
a  shallop,  and  fifty  canoes.'     Two  days  later,  Louisburg 

17.  surrendered  to  the  New  England  forces,  after  a  siege  of 
seven  weeks.  The  ships  of  Commodore  Warren  had 
served  to  blockade  tlie  port  and  cut  off  supplies,  but  the 
plan  and  conduct  of  the  siege  were  entirely  in  the  hands 
of  the  Americans.  Great  was  the  joy  in  the  colonies,  and 
the  astonishment  in  Europe  at  this  brilliant  achievement, 
by  far  the  most  important  one  of  the  war.     Pepperrell 

■  Lettera  Ho.  112,  113,  S.  1.  Col.  E«c.,  t.  135,  139.       '  Letters  No.  133, 
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was  created  a  baronet,  the  only  American  colonist  upon  chap, 
whom  tliis  honor  was  ever  conferred  ;  Wari'cn  was  made  ^_^ 
admiral,  and  Goy.  Shirley,  for  planning  the  expedition,  1T45. 
was  made  a  colonel.' 

The.  people  of  Ehode  Island  went  into  this  war  with 
great  spirit,  although  Gov.  Shirley  complained  of  tlie 
delay  in  sending  foi-ward  the  land  forces.  The  large 
draft  for  volunteers  in  Col.  Malhone's  regiment,  counted 
aa  Massachusetts  troops,  doubtless  impeded  the  enhst- 
ment  of  those  in  the  pay  of  Ehode  Island,  while  the  latter 
were  incorporated  in  a  Connecticut  regiment,  and  lience 
appear  officially  as  being  from  that  colony.  But  the  sea 
was  the  favorite  element  of  Ehode  Island  warfare.  The 
Tartar  did  ef&cient  service  throughout  the  siege,  yet  the 
battle  at  Famme  Goose  Bay  is  not  mentioned  in  the 
oificial  reports,  overshadowed  aa  it  was  by  the  gi'eat  event 
which  so  soon  followed  it.  From  ten  to  fifteen  privateers, 
some  of  large  size  and  heavy  force,  were  fitted  out,  and 
sent  more  ^an  twenty  prizes  into  Newport  during  the 
year.  Besides  tlie  transports  furnished  by  the  colony,  the 
merchants  contributed  eight  thousand  pounds,  and  placed 
a  twenty-gnu  ship  at  the  disposal  of  the  commodore. 
The  home  government  afterwards  acknowledged  these 
services,  by  a  grant  to  the  colony  of  six  thousand  three 
hundred  and  twenty-two  pounds  sterling. 

To  hold  the  fortress  against  a  re-capture,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  the  French  prisoners,  required  great  prepai'ations, 
A  garrison  of  four  thousand  men,  besides  a  fleet  of  ten 
large,  and  many  smaller  ships  of  war,  were  to  be  sustained    juiy 
at  Louisburg.     Gov.  Shirley  wrote  to  Gov.  Wanton  for      ^• 
aid,  especially  in  provisions.     A  few  days  later,  seven 
hundred  prisoners  reached  Boston,  and  more  than  two      12. 
thousand  remaned  on  board  the  fleet  to  be  sent  baeli  to 
France,    Peppen'eU  also  wrote  to  "Wanton,  announcing 
the  anival  of  the  Ehode  Island  troops,  and  the  necessity 

■  Parsons's  Life  of  Sir  Wm.  Pepperrell,  p.  109, 
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CHAP,  of  their  remaining,  and  asking  for  supplies  for  the  garri- 
^^^-    son.     Earnest  letters  to  tlie  same  effect  were  sent  by  the 
1745.   Massachusetts  conncil,  and  hj  Capt.  Fones,  whose  sloop 
■^°8-    Tartar  waa  too  well  liked  by  the  commodore  to  be  dis- 
20!      charged.'     In  reply  to  these  solicitations,  the  Assembly 
sent  orders  to  Fones  to  draw  for  supplies,  to  the  land 
forces  to  await  orders  from  England,  and  to  tlie  transport 
Success   to  return  immediately.       Commodore  Wan-en 
Sept.    vrrote  to  Gov.  "Wanton  a  long  letter,  thanking  the  colony 
'      for  its  servieea,  and  urging  tlie  importance  of  retaining 
Louisburg.      Gen.   Pepperrell    also   wrote,   asking  that 
Ehode  Island  would  send  twenty-eight  more  men  to  sup- 
ply the  losses  by  siclmess  of  the  tJiree  companies  in  the 
garrison,  and  also  bedding,  provisions,  and  clothing  for 
34.      the  troops.'    The  Assembly  at   once  enlisted  the  men, 
purchased  eight  months'  provisions,  with  bedding  and 
blankets  for  the  tliree  companies,  hired  a  transport  to  take 
them  to  Louisburg,  and  sent  three  thousand  pounds  to  pay 
the  troops.    To  meet  these  expenses,  five  thousand  pounds 
in  bills  of  credit  were  issued,  and  a  tax  was  levied  to  re- 
deem them  within  four  years.     A  force  of  some  four  hun- 
dred men  was  sent  from  Louisburg,  under  convoy  of  the 
26.     Tartar,  against   St.  Johns,  on  Prince  Edwai-ds  Island, 
which  immediately  surrendered. 

The  third  edition  of  the  colony  laws  was  printed  this 

year  at  Newport,  by  Anne  Franklin,  widow  of  James, 

including  the  revised  statutes  down  to  the  month  of  Jime. 

The  death  of  Col.  John,  eldest  son  of  the  late  Gov.  Cran- 

Oct.     ston,  and  leader  of  the  Ehode  Island  force  at  the  capture 

^S-     of  Port  Eoyal,  took  place  at  this  time.     Tlie  Assembly 

80.     appointed  James   Angell   commissary  to   the  troops   at 

Cape  Breton,  and  made  Edward  Cole  captain,  in  place 

of  Mumford,  deceased,  Joseph  AVeeden,  first  lieutenant, 

'  Letters  Nos.  13B,  138,  151,  158,  1B9.  These  and  miiny  other  letters 
relatiog  to  Ihe  Louisberg  expedition  are  priiiied  in  E.  I.  Col.  Kec.,  v. 
132-151. 

'  Lettera  Noa.  166,  167,  1G3, 
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in  place  of  Cole,  and  Benjamin  Allen,  second  lieutenant.  CHAP. 
They  also  wrote  to  Captain  Pones  to  return  home  with  ^__^ 
the  Tartar.  The  Indians  in  Wew  York  having  attacked  1745. 
Saratoga,  Gov.  Clinton  wrote  to  all  the  colonies  for  aid.  ^7' 
Massachusetts  declared  war,  and  urged  Ehode  Island  to  Dec. 
do  the  same.'  ^■ 

A  great  calamity  oeeun'ed  at  Newport  near  the  close 
of  the  year.  Two  large  privateers,  chieily  owned  hy  Col. 
Halbone,  each  mounting  twenty-two  guns,  and  manned 
by  over  two  hundred  men,  sailed  the  day  before  Ghi'ist^  34. 
mas,  at  the  commencement  of  a  violent  north-east  snow- 
storm, bound  for  the  Spanish  main.  The  gale  increased 
to  a  hurricane,  and  lasted  for  two  days.  The  ships  were 
never  heard  from,  and  both  probably  went  down  in  the 
storm  with  all  on  board.  By  this  fearful  disaster,  more 
than  four  hundred  lives  were  lost,  and  noai'ly  two  hundred 
women  in  Newport  were  made  widows.  The  ships  were 
just  built,  and  of  great  value. 

The  Six  Nations  refused  to  join  the  English  in  war  1746-8 
againat  the  French  Indians,     It  was  proposed  to  have  a     2?" 
meeting  of  commissioners  from  the  several  colonies,  to 
consider  what  could  be  done,  and  Gov.  Clinton  wrote  to 
Rhode  Island  to  lay  the  matter  before  the  Assembly,  but    peb. 
no  action  upon  it  is  recorded.  10. 

A  statement  and  accoimt  of  the  services  and  expenses 
of  Ehode  Island  were  prepared  to  send  to  England,  in 
case  the  claims  of  the  other  colonies  should  he  assumed  by 
the  home  government.  These  were  accompanied  wiii 
orignalletters  from  the  several  commanders,  in  support  of 
the  justice  of  the  claim.  The  mortality  at  Louisburg  1746. 
during  the  winter,  was  frightful.  The  three  Ehode  Island 
companies  hadheen  consolidated  into  two,  and  one  of  these, 
as  appears  by  a  list  of  deaths  sent  home  by  Lieut.  Iloyle, 
had  already  lost  its  captain  and  more  than  one  half  the 
men.'  The  condition  of  the  country,  an  unexpected  invasion 

'  Letlera,  ITie-B,  Nos.  I7fl,  179. 

'  Letters,  Il46-fi0,  No.  6,  Feb.  2,  1745-5. 
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CHAP,  from  Fraaiee,  and  the  activity  of  the  colonial  French  and 
,^y^,  Indians,  again  suggested  a  meeting  of  commissionere  from 
1T46.  the  several  colonies  to  devise  means  of  secarity,  and  Gov. 
g?*"'  Clinton  once  more  wrote  to  Khode  Island  to  send  men  to 
the  conference.  The  capture  of  Cape  Breton  renewed  the 
desire  to  attempt,  for  the  fom'th  time,  the  conquest  of 
Canada.  Tlie  ministry  favored  tlie  design,  but  feared 
to  intrast  it  to  the  colonies,  lest  another  success,  lilse  tliat 
they  had  already  achieved,  should  teach  them  too  plainly 
their  power.  Eight  regiments  were  therefore  sent  from 
g"  England  under  General  St.  Clair,  and  ordei-s  were  issued 
for  raising  an  army  in  North  America."  Tlie  New  Eng- 
land forces  were  to  unite  witli  the  British  at  louisburg, 
while  those  of  the  other  colonies  were  to  invade  Canada 
by  land — the  same  plan  that  had  twice  before  failed. 
May  0.  At  the  spiing  election,  "William  Greene  and  Joseph 
"Whipple,  who,  for  two  successive  yeai's  previous  to  the 
last,  had  been  governor  and  deputy-governor,  were  re- 
elected; superseding  Wanton  and  Kobinson,  to  be  in 
turn,  again  supplanted  by  tliem  the  following  year.  The 
Tsa^;ai',  with  ninety  men  and  eight  officers,  was  ordered 
to  cruise  along  the  coast  till  October,  Fort  George  was 
garrisoned  with  thirty  men.  Stephen  Hopkins,  and  Wil- 
liam Ellery  were  appointed  commissioners,  to  meet  with 
those  from  the  other  colonies  to  consult  for  the  defence  of 
the  country.  These  were  the  two  patriots  who,  thirty 
years  later,  signed  m  behalf  of  Khode  Island,  the  declara- 
tion of  independence. 

Letters  were  sent  to  Gen.  Pepperrell  and  Admiral 
Warren,  requesting  tlie  return  of  tlie  soldiers  and  sailors 
of  Khode  Island,  and  on  the  same  day  a  joint  letter  from 
them  was  written  at  Louisburg,  announcing  the  arrival 
of  a  British  garrison,  and  the  consequent  dischai-ge  of  such 
of  the  colonial  forces  as  might  wish  to  return  home." 
39_  The  an'ival  of  the  orders  from  England  to  raise  an 

'  R,  I.  Col.  Eec,  T.  102.  =  Ibid,,  m. 
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army  for  the  invasion  of  Canada,  caused  gi'eat  activity.  CHAP. 
French  prisoners  were  placed  in  confinement,  and  other  ^^^ 
measurea  taken  to  prevent  a  knowledge  of  the  design    l7iG. 
from  reaching  the  enemy.'     Gov.  Greene  at  once  con-      ^^ 
vened  the  Assembly.     Three  companies  of  one  hundred     June 
men  each  were  raised,  militaiy  stores  and  provisions  for      ^■ 
BIX  months  were  provided,  and  transpoi'ts  hired  to  convey 
tlvem  to  Louisburg,  and  thence  to  Quebec'    Large  boun- 
ties were  offered  for  pilots  of  the  river  St.  Lawi'ence  to 
enter  the  colony's  service.     The  Tartar  was  withdrawn 
from  her  cruise  for  coast  defence,  to  accompany  the  ex- 
pedition, and  an  issue  of  eleven  thousand  two  hundi'ed  and 
fifty  pounds  in  bills  of  credit  was  made  to  meet  these  ex- 
penses, redeemable  m  eight  years  hy  taxes  duly  appor- 
tioned among  the  towns.     The  soldiers  were  to  receive  a 
new  suit  of  clothes,  or  an  equivalent  of  twenty-six  pounds. 
The  fenies  were  closed  against  all  enhsted  men. 

Much  correspondence  had  been  held  with  the  gov- 
ernor of  Havaaa  oji  account  of  a  seizure  of  twenty-two 
Spaniards,  hy  two  Ehode  Island  privateers  during  the 
past  winter,  who  had  been  sold  as  slaves  in  the  noi-tliern 
colonies.  The  Defiance,  Capt.  John  Dennis,  and  the  Dnte 
of  Marlboro',  Capt.  Eobert  Monis,  were  the  offending 
vessels,  and  nineteen  of  Dennis's  crew  had  been  captured, 
and  were  imprisoned  in  Havana,  till  the  Spaniai'ds  should 
be  retiuTied.  One  of  these  prisoners,  Daniel  Denton,  was 
sent  home  from  Havana,  on  parole,  to  procure  the  release 
of  the  Spaniards.  Tlie  fact  of  their  freedom  being  estab- 
lished, which  rendered  the  seizure  unlawful,  the  Assem- 
bly ordered  the  slaves  to  be  sought  out  and  returned  by  a  is. 
flag  of  truce,  and  their  purchasers  to  he  indemnified.   Den- 

'  Letters,  No.  2*. 

"  The  oiBoers  of  these  oompaiiies  were  ds  followa.  Captains — Joshua 
Sawjer,  WilKara  Riee,  Edward  Cole.  First  Lieutenants — Natbati  Carpenter, 
Thomas  Strelght,  Samuel  Eldred.  Second  Lieuts.— Philip  Wilkinson,  jr., 
Robert  Sterry,  Silas  Helme.  Ensigns — Samuel  Niebols,  Stephen  Colegroye, 
Jeoffroy  Champlin.  Edward  Kinniout,  of  Providence,  was  afterwards  ap- 
pointed Lieut.  Col,  in  command  of  the  three  ci 
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CHAP,  ton  accompanied  them  to  Havana  to  effect  an  eschange 
^^^-    for  his  sliipmates.     A  vessel  was  procured  by  order  of  the 
1746.    Assem'bly  for  this  purpose.     Eecriiiting  for  sei-viee  in 
^12?    Canada  continued.     Meanwhile  measures  were  in  progress 
which  were  to  render  abortive  this  long  cherished  plan, 
and  to  spread  terror  throughout  the  colonies.     That  an 
attempt  would  be  made  to  recover  Louisbtirg  had  been 
anticipated,  but  the  tremendous  preparations  which  con- 
templated, not  merely  a  restoration  of  lost  possessions,  but 
the  conquest   of  all  British  North  America,  were  weU 
calculated  to  alarm  the  exhausted  colonists.     A  fleet  of 
sixty-six  sail,  including  twenty-five  ships  of  war,  carrying 
nearly  twelve  hundred  guns,  and  fifteen  thousand  men, 
23,     with  a  land  array  eight  thousand  strong,  sailed  from 
Eochelle  under  the  Dube  d'Anville.     So  quietly  had  this 
foi-midable  annamcnt  been  prepared,  that  nothing  was 
known  of  it  by  the  colonists  for  nearly  three  months,  so 
that  their  military  plans  remained  as  yet  unchanged.' 
Admifal  "Warren   eame  from   Louisburg  to  Boston,  to 
39.     hasten  the  movement  against  Canada.     He  wrote  to  Gov. 
Greene  to  obtain  all  the  sailors  possible,  especially  pilots, 
and  suggested  the  captiu"e  of  Crown  Point.'     At  Boston 
IT  ^    an  embargo  was  laid  upon  all  vessels,  in  order  to  secure 
sailors  for  the  fleet,  and  Ehode  Island  was  urged  to  do 
8.      the   same.     The    Assembly  hired  thi-ee    transports    for 
Canada,  directed  tliat  the  companies  should  be  filled  by 
impressment,  except  from  Kings  county,  unless  the  com- 
plement was  made  up  before  orders  were  received  to  em- 
bark, and  quartered  the  troops  on  Goat  Island  to  await 
these  orders  from  the  admiral. 

The  depreciation  of  the  currency  had  become  so  great, 

19."    that  the  property  qualification  for  freemen,  hitherto  two 

hundred  pounds,  was  doubled,  and  a  stringent  law  was 

passed  against  fraudulent  voting  and  bribery  at  elections. 

'  A  list  of  the  Freneli  fleet  is  eontaiiied  in  Letters,  1T46-50.     Nos. 
2!,  39. 

=  B,  I.  Col  Rec,  T,  18S 
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An  oath  was  prepared  to  "be  administered  to  every  voter,  CHAP, 
and  another  to  be  taken  by  every  ofBcer,  not  to  receive  or  .^  _  .'_. 
offer  bribes  in  any  manner.     A  single  vote  cast  for  any    1746. 
officer  imder  sTieh  inducements  ebonid  invalidate  hia  elec- 
tion, and  in  all  trials  under  tiie  act,  the  evidence  of  tlie 
person  offering  a  bribe  might  bo  taken  against  the  accused. 
The  law  was  to  be  read  in  town  meeting,  at  each  semi- 
annual election  for  five  years,  and  the  name  of  any  viola- 
tor of  it  was  to  be  struck  from  the  roll  of  freemen. 

The  troops  were  sent  on  board  the  transports,  which 
were  anchored  close  under  Goat  Island,  daily  expecting 
the  order  to  sail ;  but  the  vacillating  ministry  had  already 
changed  their  plans.  The  ileet  destined  for  America  was 
withheld,  and  its  non-aiTival  caused  the  invasion  of 
Canada  to  be  abandonetl.  Attention  was  now  directed 
to  the  capture  of  Crown  Point,  which,  in  the  hands  of  the 
French  was  a  constant  annoyance,  and  if  taken,  would 
facihtate  the  operations  against  Canada  another  year. 
These  views  were  expressed  by  Shirley  and  WaiTen  to  Aug. 
Gov.  Greene,  desiring  that  the  Khode  Island  troops  might  *"■ 
be  sent  to  Albany.' 

But  the  public  naind  was  soon  to  be  diverted  from    Sept. 
schemes  of  conquest  to  the  more  imminent  necessity  of 
defence.     Kumors  of  the  great  armada  of  Prance  were 
brought  to  Louisburg  by  a  captured  merchantman,'  and 
soon  afterwards  .the  fleet  was  seen  off  Kova  Scotia.     Gov-     16. 
ei-noj"  Shirley  sent  orders  to  Rhode  Island  to  hold  the     32, 
troopa  in  readiness  to  march,  but  whither,  was  yet  uncer- 
tain.    Tlie  greatest  alarm  pervaded  the  colonies.     The 
Assembly  was  convened  by  warrant  from  the  governor.      20. 
Ammunition  for  Fort   George  was  procured,  and  new 
batteiics  were  ordered  to  be  built  adjoining  it,  upon 
Goat  Island.    This  act  was  protested  against  by  a  few 
members,  on  the  ground  that  the  works  were  already 
strong  enough  to  resist  privateers,  and  no  new  ones  would 

'  Letters,  No.  43,  "  Letters,  Nos.  S9,  52,  51, 
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CHAP,  suffice  for  defence  against  a  hostile  fleet.'     It  was  conjec- 
^^^'    tured  tliat  Nova  Scotia  was  the  destined  point  of  attack. 
1743.    Ti'oops  were  hurried  off  to  the  defence  of  Annapolis  Eoy- 
9^^'     al.     Shirley  and  AVarren  wrote  for  the  lihode  Island  com- 
ai,      panies  to  be  sent  thither.     The  Asseiithly  was  again  con- 
vened.    The  transports  were  ordered  to  sail  under  convoy 
of  the  Tartar,  as  soon  as  it  could  be  ascertained  what  di- 
rection they  should  talie,  and  all  fui'ther  matters  connect- 
ed witli  their  departure  were  intrusted  to  the  council  of 

38.  war.  Shirley  advised  that  they  touch  at  Passamaqnoddy, 
for  orders  from  Gov.  Mascarene  of  Annapolis,  for  the 
movements  of  the  French  were  quite  inexplicable.'  It  was 
not  yet  known  that  pestUenee  and  storm  had  so  weakened 
and  shattered  the  great  armada,  causing  the  death  of 
d'Anville,  and  tlie  suicide  of  his  successor,  that  the  expe- 
dition was  abandoned,  and  tlie  ships  bad  returned  singly 
to  France. 

Hoy,  Soon  after  the  Khode  Island  troops  sailed,  great  disae- 

3.  tera  overtook  them,  and  a  company  of  Massachusetts 
troops,  on  theirvoyage  to  Annapolis.  Some  of  the  trans- 
ports were  eaat  away  at  Mt.  Desert,  and  more  than  one 
half  of  their  men  penshed  by  drowning  and  exposure.  A 
severe  sickness  w^ted  the  othei'S.  Some  were  left  at 
Martha's  Vineyard,  others  found  their  way  to  Boston,  and 
were  sent  home  by  Gov.  Shirley.'  Tlie  weather  was 
severe,  and  the  sufferings  of  the  soldiers  were  extreme,  so 
that  no  further  attempt  to  reach  Annapolis  was  made  by 
this  colony  during  the  winter ;  but  the  companies  were 
retained  in  service,  a  pai-t  on  fm'lough  and  others  at  Fort 
George. 

Oct.  The  Assembly  had  held  repeated  extra  sessions  during 

39.  the  year,  at  which  the  engi'ossing  topics  of  tlie  war  oceu- 

87  heavj-  cannon,  S5  24-pouu(leis  and 


;  printed  in  R.   !.   Col  Rec,  t, 
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pied  their  attention.  The  regular  autumn  session  W£«  CHAP, 
devoted  to  private  business,  and  a  special  one  we«  called  .:__^ 
soon  after,  upon  reception  of  tlie  royal  decree  settliiig  the  1746. 
eastern  boundary,  and  requiring  the  lines  to  be  forthwith  ^' 
run  in  accordance  therewith ;  for  which  purpose  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed. 

They  proceeded,  in  the  absence  of  commissioners  from  ^^'>^^■ 
Massachusetts,  to  nm  the  linos,  ex  parte,  and  reported  at     j^ 
an  adjourned  session.'    A  special  seeaion  was  .called  to      6, 
organize  this  large  acce^ion  of  tenitory,  which  was  finally     ST. 
made  a  pai't  of  Ehode  Island.     TTie  five  towns  of  Bristol, 
Tiverton,  Little  Oompton,  Warren  and  Cumberland  were 
incorporated,  the  laws  of  the  colony  extended  over  them, 
and  a  justice  appointed  for  each  town.     Land  titles  were 
confirmed,  and  the  Ma^achusetts  statute  of  distributions 
upon  estates  yet  unsettled  was  legalized.     The  elections    Feb, 
necessary  to  perfoet  the  organization  of  the  towns  were      ■^''■ 
soon  after  held,  and  tlien  an  extra  session  of  the  Assem- 
bly was  called,  at  which  the  ten  new  deputies  were  pre-     17. 
sent,  to  arrange  the  county  jurisdiction,     T]ie  two  south- 
em  towns  were  annexed  to  Newport  county,  Cumberland 
to  Providence,  and  the  intervening  district  was  separately 
organized  as  Bristol  county  with  Bristol  as  the  shire  town. 
Tliis  act  made  a  revision  of  the  judicial  and  military  sys- 
tems of  the  colony  necessary,  which  occupied  the  session. 
The  Superior  Court  of  Judicature,  Court  of  Assize,  and 
General  Jail  Kehvery,  was  established,  consisting  of  a 
chief  justice,  and  four  associate  justices,  to  be  annually 
chosen  by  the  General  Assembly.     Henceforth  the  assist- 
ants, or  upper  house  of  Assembly,  ceased  to  exercise  high 
judicial  powers,  although  they  continued  to  be  a  court  of 
probate  until   1802.      Tlie   Judiciary  now  assumed  its 
proper  rant  as  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  government. 
The  Superior  Court  was  to  sit  twice  a  year  in  each  county. 
An  Inferior   Court   of  Common   Pleas,  and  a   Justices' 

'  R,  I.  Col.  Rcc,  y.  19S. 
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CHAP.  Court,  such  as  existed  in  each  of  the  other  counties,  were 

^^^  estabhshed  in  Bristol  county.     In  Tiverton,  two  companies 

iT4fl-7  of  militia,  and  one  in  each  of  the  other  new  towns,  were 

organized.     The  "Warren  and  Cumberland  soldiers  were 

attached  to  the  Providence  regiment,  and  those  of  the 

other  three  towns  to  Newport. 

Thus  waa  completed  the  annexation  of  ten-itory, 
originally  granted  to  Rhode  Island  by  the  chai'ter  of 
Charles  II.,  but  which  had  been  held  in  abeyance,  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  Plymouth  and  Massachusetts,  ever 
since  the  decision  of  the  royal  commissioners.  The  colony 
was  now  complete  in  alt  its  parts,  and  being  freed  from 
the  incessant  conflict  for  existence,  which  for  a  century 
had  distracted  its  councils,  and  weakened  its  power,  was 
better  prepared  for  those  trying  scenes  in  which  it  was 
ere  long  to  bear  a  leading  part. 

The  earlier  history  of  these  five  new  towns,  is  identified 
with  that  of  Plymouth  and  Massachusetts.  Cumberland 
formed  a  small  section  on  the  western  border  of  the  town 
of  Attleboro',  bounded  on  the  Blackstone  Kiver,  The 
1694.  country  between  Taunton  and  Eehoboth,  called  the  North 
19,'  Purchase,  and  previously  attached  to  Eetoboth,  was  in- 
corporated under  the  name  of  Attleboro',  two  years  after 
the  union  of  Plymouth  with  Massachusetts  was  completed. 
The  portion  now  assigned  to  Rhode  Island,  was  known  as 
the  Attleboro'  Gore,  and  was  described  as  embracing 
about  twenty  thousand  acres  of  land.  Its  inhabitants 
were  imbued  with  the  sentiments  of  their  nearer  neighbors 
of  Rhode  Island,  rather  than  with  those  of  Massachusetts. 
Tliat  they  desired  a  union  with  this  colony,  is  evident 
from  their  petitions  to  the  General  Assembly  before  re- 
ferred to,  and  by  their  conduct  towards  the  various  boun- 
dary commissions  in  whose  decisions  they  wei'o  so  deeply 
interested. 

Warren,  including  the  present  town  of  Barrington, 
formed  a  part  of  Swanzca,  till  tlie  annexation.  Swanzea 
was  settled  by  men  whose  views  on  the  question  of  reli- 
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gious  freedom  were  too  liba-al  even  for  the  tolerant  spirit  chap. 
of  the  Pilgrims.     Eev.  John   Miles,  a  Baptist  minister 
from  Wales,  with  his  friends  had  settled  in  Pljmoutli,    1637. 
where  tlieir  dissent  from  tlie  prevailing  creed,  soon  placed 
tliem  imder  the  ban  of  the  authorities.     Tliey  were  re-  JuljS. 
quired  to  remove  fi'om  the  immediate  neighborhood,  but 
were  permitted  to   settle  within  the  limits  claimed  by 
Plymouth.     Soon  afterward  the  court  gi-anted  to  Capt,     ^^}- 
Thomas  Willet,  Mr,  Miles  and  others,  all  the  land  west  of 
Taunton  and  !Eehoboth  as  far  as  the  bay,  Tvliich  included 
also  the  present  towns  of  Swanzea  and  Somerset.    The  act 
of  incorporation  secured  freedom  of  conscience  to  the  set- 
tlers, who  were  thus  left  in  the  Tinmolested  enjoyment  of 
their  religion,     Capt.  Willet,  who  afterward  became  the 
fii'st  English  mayor  of  New  York,  was  not  himself  a  Bap- 
tist, but  sympathized  with  Miles  on  the  point  of  religions 
freedom.     The  place  we«  named  Swanzea  from  the  Welch 
town  whence  Miles  and  most  of  liie  church  had  emigrated. 

The  assumption  of  jwrisciiction  by  Plymouth  over  this   ■^^^^■ 
territory,  was  an  act  of  usurpation.     Tlie  original  grant 
of  the  council  of  Plymouth  to  John  Pierce  and  his  asso-    j 
ciates,  conveyed  title  to  the  soil,  but  did  not  and  could      i. 
not  invest  tliem  with  jurisdiction  over  it.   It  was  a  patent, 
not  a  charter.     Four  years  before  the  incorporation  of 
Swanzea,  the  charter  of  Khode  Island  had  expressly  con-    l^"^^' 
veyed  jurisdiction  over  the  country  extending  for  tliree 
miles  east  of  I^arraganset  Bay.     This   charter   did  not 
aifeet  the  title,  but  its  conveyance  of  the  jurisdiction  was 
absolute.     The  ownership  remained  the  same,  but  the 
political  supremacy  was  conceded  to  Rhode  Island,  and 
when  the  great  charter  uniting  Plymouth  and  Massachu-    1691. 
setts  under  one  royal  governor,  was  issued  twenty-eight 
years  later,  it  defined  the  western  boundary  of  the  late 
Plymouth  colony,  to  be  at  the  eastern  bound  of  Ehode 
Island,  thus  leaving  the  charter  of  Charles  II.  as  the  au- 
thoiity  that  was  to  define  where  Massachusetts  should 
terminate.     The  legal  claim  of  Rhode  Island  to  this  ter- 
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CHAP,  ritoiy,  -was  unquestionable,  and  we  can  only  wonder  tliat 

XVI.    fQp  more  tlian  eiglity  years  it  was  held  in  abeyance. 

1675.  We  bave  already  seen  how  severe  were  tbe  b 

of  the  people  of  Swanzea  during  Philip's  war.  Tbe  cen- 
tre of  population  in  this  extensive  townsliip  changed  soon 
after  the  war,  so  that  it  became  necessary  to  erect  a  new 

jggg  meeting-house  near  KeUy's  bridge,  which  was  done  partly 
by  aid  from  the  town,  and  a  parsonage  was  built  for  Mr. 
Miles,  to  indemnily  him  for  money  advanced  towards  the 
expenses  of  the  war.'  In  the  course  of  twenty  yeara,  the 
growth  of  the  town  required  another  change  in  the  loca- 

IToo,  tion  of  the  church,  which  was  accordingly  removed  to 
North  Swanzea.  This  left  the  people  in  what  is  now 
Barrington  without  suitable  accommodations.  A  congre- 
gational church  was  therefore  erected  in  that  part  of  the 
town,  as  many  of  the  inhabitants  were  of  that  denomina- 
tion. 

So  loug  as  the  more  liberal  colony  of  Plymouth  held 
jurisdiction  over  this  territory,  the  rights  of  conscience, 
agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the  act  of  incorporation,  were 
strictly  maintained.  The  majority  of  the  people  were 
Baptists,  but  there  were  many  Congi'egationalists  also, 
and  all  coincided  in  the  essential  doctrine  established  by 
their  neighbors  in  Khode  Island.     But  the  Massachusetts 

^^^^'  charter  was  destined  to  institute  a  new  order  of  things. 
Upon  the  arrival  of  Sir  "William  Phipps,  tlie  poHcy  of  Mas- 
sachusetts was  extended  over  the  Plymouth  territory.  It 
soon  interfered  with  the  most  cherished  idea  of  the  people 
of  Swanzea.     A  wari'ant  from  the  court  of  quarter  ses- 

^2as'    sions  was  I'ead  in  town  meeting,  "  reqiiiring  the  town  to 
38.     choose  a  minister  according  to  law."     The  church  replied 
"  tiiat  they  had  a  minister  that  they  apprehended  was  ac- 
cording to  law,  viz..  Elder  Samuel  Luther,  and  desired 
the  vote  of  the  town  to  see  their  assent  and  approbation." " 

'  Tufitin'a  Historical  Discourse,  p.  98. 

"  Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Miles,  in  1683,  tlie  charch  remained  for  two 
years  ivithout  a  pastor,  irhen  B,ev.  Samuel  Luther  was  ordained  and  settled 
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The  purpose  of  this  warrant  coiild  not  be  mistalie]i.    It  chap. 
caused  much  debate  in  the  town  and  anxiety  in  the  minds  ..^^ 
of  the  people.    At  an  adjourned  meeting,  the  town  voted    1693. 
iipon  the  c[iiestion,  and  "  chose  elder  Samuel  Luther  min-    ^^*' 
ister  in  the  town  of  Swanzea."  '    Ent  the  Puritan  system 
required  also  the  election  of  tithing  men.     This  collection    1694. 
of  tithes  for  the  support  of  the  chnrch  was  another  in- 
fringement upon  the  chartered  rights  of  the  people.     In 
this  ease,  too,  they  conformed  to  the  letter  of  the  law  by 

;  four  men  who  were  Baptiste,  representing  the     ^^^ 
;  of  the  town  upon  this  question,  and  would  not 
enforce  the  odious  statute.     This  mode  of  evading  the  law 
in  maintenance  of  their  vested  rights,  was  continued  for 
several  yeai-s.     Nor  were  these  offieere  always  chosen  at 
the  annnal  election ;  their  numbers  varied  from  four  down 
to  one ;  the  same  men  were  never  re-chosen ;  the  oflce 
was  merely  nominal ;  the  voluntary  system  was  sustained 
by  the  stingy  townsmen,  and  no  tithes  were  ever  collect- 
ed.   At  length  some  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  west  part 
of  the  town,  where  a  Congi'egational  ehmch  had  already    l7oo. 
been  erected,  petitioned  tiie   general  couj-t  to  have  the    1711. 
town  divided.    The  petition  was  referred  to  a  meeting  of  julyT. 
the  town,  and  was  rejected.    The  selectmen  were  appoint- 
ed to  answer  the  petition,  and  to  defend  the  rights  of  the 
town,  with  power  to  levy  a  tax  for  their  expenses  in  the 
affair."    The  next  year  the  same  petitioners  again  appear-    1^13. 
ed  before  the  general  court,  praying  for  a  division  of  the    May 
town,  or  that  one  hiuidred  pounds  should  be  collected     ^^■ 
therein  for  the  support  of  the  ministry.    Tliis  referred  to 
the  minister  of  the  established  church  that  had  been  or- 

oTei  them  ia  16S5,  nud  continued  there  till  bia  deufh  in  1T16.    TusUa's 
Historical  Discourse,  p.  103. 

'  Swaciea  Records,  p.  93.  The  design  of  Massachusetts  to  have  n  cler- 
gyman of  the  established  Puritan  church  settled  over  tie  ISaptiate  in  Swan- 
zea,-was  frustrated  bj  this  act  of  the  people,  who  by  their  votes  confocmeil 
to  the  letter  of  the  law,  while  they  violated  its  spirit  and  intent. 

'  Swanzea  Records,  p.  162. 
VOL.  n.— 47 
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CHAP,  ganized  twelve  years  before.    The  town  again  voted  not 
J^^^  to  comply  with  the  conditions  of  the  petition,  but  "  that 
1713.    all  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  shall  enjoy  their  conscience 
^-    liberty  agreeably  to  the  foundation  settlement  of  said 
town,  and  are  obliged  to  uphold  and  maintain  the  wor- 
ship of  God  where  they  respectively  belong  or  assemble, 
and  not  obliged  to  do  it  elsewhere."     Five  men  were 
chosen  to  maintain  the  rights  of  the  town  to  freedom  of 
conscience,  and  to  petition  her  Hajesty's  council  in  case 
that  justice  should  be  denied  them  by  the  court,  and  five 
1T17.    hundred  pounds  were  voted  for  this  purpose.'     Five  years 
T^y    later  the  subject  was  revived  by  another  petition  from  the 
same  source,  to  raise  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  to 
support  a  minister,  or  to  divide  the  town.     The  record 
states,  that  "  after  a  considerable  fair  and  loving  confer- 
ence witli  said  petitioners  upon  the  premises,  it  was  agreed, 
voted,  and  concluded,  tliat  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Swanzea  sliould  enjoy  their  conscience  liberty  accord- 
ing to  said  foundation  settlement  of  said  town,"  and  then 
proceeded  in  the  same  terms  as  the  previous  vote."     But 
this  arrangement  did  not  satisfy  the  petitioners.     They 
renewed  their  efforts  with  the  general  court,  for  a  division 
of  the  town,  which,  notwithstanding  the  opposition  of  the 
1718,   others,  was  granted  the  next  year,  and  the  territory  west 
of  Warren  River  was  incorporated  under  the  name  of 
Barrington.     It  remained  a  distinct  town  until  the  annex- 
ation to  libode  Island,  when  it  became  a  part  of  Warren, 
The  sympathy  of  the  people  of  Swanzea  witli  those  of 
lihode  Island,  was  still  further  shown  as  the  time  ap- 
proached when  the  long  controversy  for  jurisdiction  was 
1741,   to  be  settled.     At  a  town  meeting  a  vote  was  passed,  ex- 
Feb.    pressing  their  "  unanimous  wish  to  come  under  the  lihode 
Island  government,  as  we  apprehend  we  do  belong  there." ' 

'  Swanzea  Keeorda,  p,  166.  "  Ibid.,  p.  181. 

'  A  more  minute  account  of  tte  local  history  of  Warren  and  Barrington, 
prior  to  the  anneiation,  than  the  limits  of  thia  work  will  permit,  may  be 
found  in  tlie  Biet^irioal  Diaoourae  of  Rev.  J.  P.  Tustin,  and  in  the  Hiatory  of 
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Bristol  was  an  Indian  township  long  before  it  was  chap. 
settled  by  the  whites.     Among  the  old  Indian  grants  con- 
veying lands  to  the  English,  is  one  relating  to  Warren,    1658. 
wherein  Massasoit  and  his  son  agree  to  remove  from  the  ^^^ 
witliin  granted  premises  in  favor  of  the  Plymouth  pur- 
chasers.    Soon  after  the  death  of  Ma^asoit  and  his  elder 
son,   the  remnant  of  the  Wampanoags    under    Philip, 
gathered  ahout  Mount  Hope.     A  fence  was  hmlt  across 
the  neck  from  "Warren  to  Kiclcemuet  rivers,  to  mark  the 
line  between  the  Indians  and  the  EngHsh,  at  the  present 
boundary  between  "Warren  ajid  Bristol.     At  the  close  of 
Phihp's  war,  tli^e  Indian  lands  were  claimed  by  Plym-    jggQ 
onth  by  right  of  conquest,  and  after  a  struggle  witli  other    Jan. 
claimants,  were  confirmed  to  that  colony  by  royal  decree.      ■'^■ 
They  were  soon  after  conveyed  by  deed,  for  eleven  hun-    „ 
dred  pounds,'  to  four  Boston  merchants,  one  of  whom  was     h, 
Nathaniel  Byfield,  and  the  settlement  was  immediately 
commenced.     By  the  terms  of  the  deed,  the  town  was  to 
be  exempt  from  taxation  by  the  colony  for  seven  years. 
Col.  Benjamin  Church  was  one  of  the  first  settlers,  and 
became  their  first  representative  at  the  general   court. 
The  following  year  the  name  of  Bristol  was  given  to  the    g    .' 
town  by  the  proprietors,  and  at  the  next  session  of  the      i. 
court  they  were  incorporated.     The  next  year  efficient    ^^ 
provision  was  made  for  education.     The  people,  who  were    i682. 
Congregationalists,  erected  a  spacious  church  edifice  on    1684, 

Warren  by  Gen.  G.  M.  FeseeotleQ.  The  two  worts  were  published  in  one 
volume,  Pi'ovidence,  184S.  Mr.  Fessendeu  there  shows  very  dearly  the  lo- 
cation of  Sowams,  the  re^dence  of  Hacsasoit,  to  be  that  of  the  present  tovn 
of  Warren.  The  uncertaintiesof  Indian  geography  have  estended  the  name 
to  the  adjacent  region,  but  the  spot  of  the  Sachem's  residence,  the  propei 
village  oC  Sowams,  is  well  eetabUshed  ia  the  work  referred  to.  An  ingO' 
nious  and  well-ausfained  theory  of  Mr.  Feasenden's  in  regard  to  Roger  Wil- 
tiams,  that  he  came  by  water  with  his  companions,  from  Salem  to  Seekonk, 
a  copy  of  which,  in  US.,  is  in  the  archives  of  the  G.  I.  Hist.  Soc.  has  a 
been  pnbiished.  It  ought  to  be  printed,  for  it  reconciles  many  poini 
regard  to  the  fourteen  weelis  of  Williams's  wanderings,  that  cannot  other- 


■  About  $3,666. 
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CHAP,  the   Spot   where    the   coart-house  now  stands,   but  the 
^^^^  society  was  not  organized  till  three  years  later,  when  Jlr. 
1687.    Woodbridge,  their  first  minister,  was  succeeded  by  !&fr. 
"^  ■  Lee.    The  town  increased  rapidly  in  wealth  and  popula- 
tion, and  soon  became  the  most  flourishing  in  the  colony. 
1685.    Upon  the  division  of  the  colony  into  three  connties,  Bris- 
tol was  made  the  shire  town  of  the  county  that  received 
its  name.    The  annals  of  Bristol  present  no  striking  points 
1698.    of  liistoiy  prior  to  the  annexation.     Tlie  custom  of  open- 
Mar,    jjig  ami  closing  the  town  meetings  with  prayer,  which 
was  established  by  vote,  and  enforced  by  a  fine  of  one 
shining  iipon  whoever  should  leave  before  the  meeting 
was  thus  dismissed,  attests  the  attachment  of  the  people 
to  their  Puritan  ideas,  wherein  they  diifered  fromjnost 
of  their  neighbors!     The  establisbed  church  continued  to 
be  the  only  one  in  the  town,  until  the  Episcopal  society, 
1731.    already  referred  to,   was  gathered.     Appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  ministiy  in  both  churches  were  made 
iTii    ^^  *^^^  town ;  hut  shortly  before  the  annexation,  the  town 
Oct.  7.  voted  to  apply  to  tlie  general  court  for  a  law  enabhng 
each  society  to  tax  its  own  congregation  for  the  euppoii. 
of  their  respective  ministers..     This  was  an  approach  to 
Rhode  Island  customs,  that  showed  a  prepai-ation  in  the 
populai-  mind,  for  the  change  that  was  soon  to  occur  in 
their  poHtieal  relations.' 

The  Indian  name  of  Tiverton  was  Pocasset.     It  was 
1680    originally  purchased  from  the  Sachems  by  the  Plymouth 
Mar.    colonists,  and  by  them  was  sold  for  eleven  hundred  pounds 
^'      to  Edward  Gray  and  seven  others.     Col.  Chnreh,  then 
living  at  Punkateest  at  the  south  end  of  the  town,  with 
Christopher  and  Job  Almy  of  Portsmouth,  were  among 
the  purchasers.     Tlie  settlers  were  mostly  of  Pilgi'im  ex- 
traction, with  a  strong  infusion  of  the  Rhode  Island  ele- 
ment.   They  were  but  few  in  number,  and  were  closely 

'  The  AnnaJa  of  Bristol,  fi'Om  its  foundation  to  A.  D.  1800,  were  pub- 
lished, from  the  town  records,  in  the  Bristol  Fhenix,  1845,  in  n  series  of 
articles  that  deserve  to  be  placed  in  a  more  permanent  form. 
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identified  with  the  older  and  larger  town  of  TVeetown,  CHAP. 
which  included  Fall  River,  and  upon  which  PoeaEset  was  ^^' 
honnded  on  the  north.    It  was  not  till  two  yeare  after  the 
nnion   of  Plymouth  with  Massachusetts,  that  the  town 
was  incorporated  and  received   the  name  of  Tiverton.    IflSi. 
Tliere  was  no  settled  minister  either  there  or  at  Freetown, 
and  presentments  against  the  towns  were  frequently  made 
to  the  court  for  this  cause,  but  with  little  effect.     The 
Society  ior  Propagating  the  Gospel,  sent  out  a  missionary 
to   the   three  towns   of  Freetown,   Tiverton,  and  Little    1713. 
Compton,  hut  his  efforts  to  gather  an  Episcopal  church, 
were  nnsncci^sful.  Tlie  neglect  of  religious  and  educational 
duties  in  Freetown  and  Tiverton,  formed  quite  a  contrast 
iu  these  respects  to  moat  of  their  neighbors.     It  was  not 
till  iive  months  prior  to  the  annexation,  that  tlie  iirst  Oon-    1746. 
gregational  church  was  organized  in  the  south  part  of      g'i^' 
Tiverton.      It  was   composed  of  eleven  membei-s   from 
the  church   of  Little   Compton,   who   settled  the  llev. 
Othniel  Campbell  as  their  pastor.' 

The  original  purchasers  of  Little  Compton,  were  resi- 
dents of  Duxbury  and  Marahfield.     A  large  tract  of  land 
on  what  was  then  called  Taunton  Kiver,  emhraeuig  a  por- 
tion of  Seaeonnet,  was  sold  by  the  Sachems  to  William    1659. 
Paybody,  Josiah  "Winslow,  and  others.''     A  son  of  Pay- 
body  settled  on  a  part  of  this  tract,  and  aftenvard  sold 
another  portion  of  it  to  Benjamin  Church,  who  became 
the  first  English  settler  in  what  is  now  Little  Compton, 
having  moved  there,  as  is  said,  by  the  advice  of  Samuel 
Gorton.      Scarcely   had  he  commenced  his  plantation,    IST*' 
when  Philip's  war  brohe  out,  and  obliged  him  to  abandon 
the  attempt.     Shortly  after  the  close  of  the  war,  the  settle- 
ment of  the  place  was  renewed.     It  increased  so  rapidly    1682. 
that  in  a  few  years,  upon  petition  of  Joseph  Church  and    "^""^ 

'  The  reader  is  referi'ed  to  the  Hiatorioal  Sketch  of  Fall  River  by  Rev. 
Otin  Fowler,  Fall  River,  1E41,  for  a  succiiitt  account  of  the  local  historj  of 
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CHAP,  other  inhabitants,  it  was  incorporated  by  the  court  of 
3^^  Kew  Plymouth,  and  called  little  Compton.    The  author- 
1683.    ity  of  the  roagiati'ates  of  tlie  town  waa  extended  over 
^^     Pnnkateest  and  Poca^et  the  next  year.     The  same  disre- 
1685,    gard  to  the  law  req^airing  the  support  of  a  minister,  that 
June    ®xist^'3  ^*  ^  l^t^i"  period  in  Tiverton,  was  displayed  by  the 
2.      people  of  Little  Oompton.    They  were  required  to  raise 
gi^    fifteen  poimds  for  this  object.    The  town  refused  to  do  eo, 
and  notified  the  coui't  that  they  would  consider  tlie  sub- 
ject, and  answer  at  the  next  court,  whereupon  a  warrant 
Oct.     was  issned  againat  them  for  neglect  and  contempt.     The 
1685-6  t*'wi  appointed  two  agents  to   appear  in  their  behalf. 
Feb.    These  agents  offered  an  excuse  imder  the  hand  of  the 
town  clerk,  but  took  exception  to  the  process  as  illegal. 
The  court  maintained  its  own  authority,  and  lined  the 
g'"""    town  twenty  pounds  for  their  neglect  of  its  orders  and 
contempt  of  its  dignity. 
10SO.  Although  the  population  of  Bristol  waa  larger,  as  is 

''^™*  shown  by  the  military  levy  in  the  colony  for  the  expedi- 
tion against  Canada,  in  which  the  former  is  required  to 
furaish  six  and  the  latter  four  of  the  fifty-one  men  to  be 
raised  from  the  county,  yet  the  list  of  rateable  estates, 
Nov.  made  the  same  year  as  the  basis  of  a  war  tax,  shows  the 
*■  wealth  of  Little  Compton  to  be  nearly  double  that  of 
Briatol.'  The  people  refused  to  be  taxed  for  the  support 
of  a  minister,  but  they  were  not  without  an  organized 
church  of  the  established  oi'der,  from  which,  as  we  have 
seen,  the  church  in  Tiverton  was  subsequently  formed. 

The  increase  of  population  by  the  addition  of  theae 
five  towns  to  Rhode  Island,  was  about  forty-eight  hun- 
dred,' nearly  all  of  whom  seem  to  have  been  not  only 
willing,  but  desirous  to  come  under  a  jurisdiction  where 
the  power  of  the  magistrate  over  men's  consciences  was 

'  Little  Compton  was  rated  at  £3,000,  and  Bristol  at  £1,049.  Pljm.  Col. 
Kec,  vi.  252. 

'  Their  aggregate  population  was  4,T67— of  ivhom  4,19G  were  whites, 
S43  blaolcB,  and  228  Indians. 
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denied,  and  where  the  union  of  church  and  State,  bo  ob-  chap. 
noxious  to  tlie  larger  portion  of  them,  was  unknown.  ^„_^ 
They  readily  acquiesced  in  what  waa  to  them  a  new,  hut    1890. 
congenial  metliod  of  government ;  and  no  portion  of  the 
State  was  ever  more  loyal  to  its  institutions,  or  more 
spirited  in  their  support,  than  were  these  people  who  had 
BO  long  felt  the  injustice  of  the  Puritan  system. 
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CHAPTEK    XVII. 


FEOM  THE  ANNEXATION  OF  THE  EASTEEN  TOWNS,  FEBRUARY, 
1141,  TO  THE  CLOSE  OF  THE  "OLD  FRENCH,"  OR  TOURTH 
INTERCOLONIAL  WAR,  FEBRUARY,  1103. 

^^^-  The  war  witii  France  and  Spain  -was  drawing  to  a 
.__^  close.  A  powerful  French  fleet  renewed  the  attempt 
^'^^'^-  upon  British  JS'ortli  -America,  but  were  defeated  by  Lord 
Anson  and  Admkal  Warren  early  in  the  yeai'.  Both 
pai'ties  were  wearied  of  a  contest  in  which  neither  was 
likely  to  gain  mueli  advantage,  so  that  the  coming  year  is 
mainly  devoid  of  stirnng  incident.  The  Rhode  Island 
privateers  were  so  successful  against  the  enemy  in  tlie 
West  Indies,  tliat  the  Preneh  at  Martiniq^ue  sent  out  a 
vessel  of  fourteen  grms  and  a  hundred  and  forty  men, 
especially  to  capture  Capt.  Dennis,  who  was  the  most 
famous  for  his  daring  exploits.  The  fortunes  of  war  wa'e 
illuEtrated  in  this  attempt.  After  an  action  of  four  hours, 
in  which  Dennis  was  slightly  wonnded,  the  Frenchman 
struck  his  flag,  and  was  talien,  as  a  prize,  to  the  English 
island  of  St.  Xitts. 
Mays.  Gideon  Wanton  and  William  Eobinson  were  again 
elected  governor  and  deputy-governor,  in  place  of  Greene 
and  Whipple.  The  Tartar  was  sent  out  on  a  smnmer 
cruise,  withtiie  Connecticut  war  sloop,  to  guard  the  coast. 
The  garrison  of  Fort  George  was  renewed,  with  Walter 
Chaloner  as  captain,  and  Eohei-t  Carr  as  lieutenant.  To 
retain  the  friendship  of  the  Six  Nations,  all  the  colonies 
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■were  requested  to  contribute  to   their  supplies.      Gov.  chap. 
Shiriey  presented  the  subject  to  Rhode  Mand,'  and  again   __^ 
urged  its  importance  in  a  pressing  letter.     But  this  colony    IWT, 
being  in  no  condition  to  contribute  funds,  the  Assombly      g"'^ 
declined  to  do  so.     A  meeting  of  commissioners  from  all 
the  colonies  was  proposed,  to  be  held  at  New  York  in     29. 
September,  to  consult  in  regard  to  the  French  and  In- 
dians, and  particularly  to  secure  the  fideKty  of  the  Six 
^Nations.'    An  exchange  of  prisoners  having  been  ar-    Jolj 
ranged  between  Beauhamois,  governor  of  Canada,  and 
Gov.  Shirley,  a  flag  of  truce  ai-rived  at  Boston,  with  one    Aug. 
hundred  and  seventy-one  prisoners,  six  of  whom  belonged 
to   Khode   Island.      The    inactivity  of   the    contending 
powera  foreshadowed  the  peace  that  was  concluded  the 
following  year.     The  Assembly  ordered  an  account  of  the      18. 
expenses  incun-ed  for  the  expedition  against  Canada,  to 
be  prepared  for  the  home  government. 

The  Hedwood  library,  at  Ne^vport,  having  been  en- 
dowed by  Abraham  Eedwood  witli  five  hundi'ed  pounds 
sterling  for  the  purchase  of  books,  was  incorporated  at 
this  session.'  It  had  grown  out  of  tlie  literary  society 
formed  by  Bishop  Berkeley  seventeen  yeai-s  before. 
Oharlestown  was  divided  into  two  towns.  That  part 
lying  north  of  Paweatuck  Kiver,  was  incoi'porated  under 
the  name  of  Eichmond,  and  an  election  of  deputies  and 
local  officers  for  the  new  town  was  held.  There  were  at  gg, 
this  time  nineteen  ferries  witliin  the  colony,  thirteen  of 
which  connected  with  different  parts  of  the  island  of 
Ehode  Island.  The  whole  were  regulated  by  a  special  31. 
statute,  revising  all  the  old  laws  upon  this  subject.  The 
proceedings  of  every  session  of  tlie  Assembly  had  hither- 
to been  copied  by  the  Secretary,  and  sent  to  every  town 
in  the  colony.  The  increased  number  of  towns  caused 
great  delay,  as  well  as  much  useless  labor,  in  carrying  out 

'  E.  I,  Col.  Rec,  V.  ai6.  "  Ibid.,  219. 

'  Mr.  Redwood  died  at  Newport,  Macch  8,  1788,  in  thu  SOth  year  of 
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,  this  system.  It  was  therefore  enacted  by  the  Assembly, 
that  hereafter  the  puhlic  laws  and  orders  passed  at  each 
session,  should  he  printed  and  distributed,  as  heretofore, 
among  the  towns. 

Orders  were  received  from  England  to  abandon  the 
invasion  of  Canada,  and  discharge  all  the  colonial  forces. 
Got.  Shirley's  proclamation  was  issued  accordingly,  dis^ 
banding  the  1*oops.  Parliament  resolved  to  reimburse 
the  colonies  for  their  heavy  expenditures  during  the  war, 
For  this  pui-poae  eight  hundred  thousand  pounds  wero 
appropriated.'  Mr.  HutchJBSon,  afterwards  governor  of 
the  province  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  plan  for  sink- 
ing the  paper  money  of  the  colonies,  and  substituting  a 

J  specie  currency  with  the  funds  thus  provided.  M^sachu- 
setts  wisely  adopted  the  plan  aftei'  much  discussion,  but 
Khode  Island  and  Connecticut,  to  whom  it  was  earnestly 
recommended  by  Shirley,'  refused  to  embrace  it.  The 
effect  of  this  refusal  was  felt  almost  immediately  in  the 
loss  of  their  trade,  and  in  a  severe  commercial  revulsion 
from  which  Massachusetts  was  exempt.  Ehode  Island 
had  heretofore  imported  largely  from  tlie  West  Indies  for 
that  province.  This  trade  at  once  ceased,  and  great  dis- 
tr^s  followed.  At  the  winter  session  the  A^embly 
granted  a  second  lottery.  This  was  for  paving  the  streets 
of  ISTewport.  Tlie  system  having  thus  become  legalized, 
continued  till  within  a  very  recent  period.  A  new  ferry 
between  South  Kingstown  and  Jamestown  was  estabhshed, 
to  accommodate  iJie  increasing  ti-avel.  A  tax  of  five 
thousand  pounds  was  laid  upon  the  colony,  to  redeem  a 
portion  of  the  hills  of  credit  before  issued,  to  meet  the  ex- 
penses of  the  war.     The  towns  were  impowered  to  make 

'  Letter  IS.  The  expenses  of  R.  I.  for  the  eampaign  1748-'!,  keeping 
SOO  men  in  the  aetvioe,  were  £7,507-4,  whLeh  were  paid.  Her  whole  ex- 
pensBB  for  the  espeaitions gainst  Canada  were  £12,S3B,  and  the  balance  was 
paid  m  1750  from  tlie  above  appropriation.  Trumbull  Papers,  vol.  i., 
p.  30. 

'  Letter  66. 
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their  own  local  i-cffulationB,  and  to  levy  taxes  for  niunici-  chap- 
,  &  >  J  -^-pjj_ 

pal  purposes.  — ,— 

PreUminariea  of  a  treaty  being  agreed  upon  at  Aix,  a    1W8. 
ceeaation   of  hostilities  ensued.     An   aiinistice  of  four     ^g^ 
montiiB  was  promulgated,     Notice  of  it  was  sent  to  the 
colonies,  and  the  war  was  in  fact  ended.     At  the  spring 
election,  Wanton'  gave  place  to  William  Greene  as  gov-  May4. 
emor,  who  continued  in  that  office  for  seven  successive 
years.      William  Ellery  was  chosen  deputy   governor. 
The  war  eloop  Tartar,  Capt.  James  Holmes,  was  sent  to 
sea  on  her  last  cruise  to  guard  the  coast.    The  day  after 
he  Bailed,  Holmes  captured  a  schooner  off  Point  Judith,     23. 
claiming  to  he  a  flag  of  tmce,  but  fully  loaded  witli  sugar, 
from  Hispaniola  hound  to  a  northern  colony.    The  prize 
was  sent  into  Newport,  under  charge  of  Lieut.  Daniel 
Vaughan.     A  committee  of  inquiry  was  appointed  by 
the  next  Assembly,  upon  the  conduct  of  these  officers  in    June 
capturing  what  claimed  to  be  a  ilag  of  trnce ;  but  later      is. 
proceedings  of  Ihe  Admiralty  would  eeem  to  justify  the 
act.     The  expenses  of  the  colony  for  the  Canada  expedi- 
tion, amounted  to  ten  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty- 
four  pounds  sterling.     The  account  had  been  sent  to  Par- 
tridge the  agent,  who  petitioned  that  it  might  he  ajlowed,      8. 
This  was  granted,  and  the  bills  drawn  for  tlie  amount  were     -^^^ 
accepted  at  the  Ti'easiiry,  long  before  the  Cape  Breton 
money  was  paid.'     Shirley  opposed  the  Khode  Island  ac- 

'  Gov.  Gideon  Wantcin  died  Sept.  12,  I76l,  in  hia  liHi  year.  He  waa 
for  13  years,  from  1132  to  1144,  General  Treasurer,  and  in  1745  and  1747 
was  Governor  of  the  Colony. 

'  The  exact  amounts  allowed  to  Rhode  Island  for  these  two  expeditions 
were  £6,833  12j.  lOd.  for  Cape  Breton,  and  £10,144  9s.  Sd.  for  Canada,  being 
the  exact  amount  of  tha  accoucts  rendered,  reduced  to  sterling  money  at 
the  then  currant  rate  of  exchange,  which  waa  570  per  cent.  The  snme  first 
allowed  to  all  the  colonies  were  afterwarda  reduced.  R.  I.  reeeiTed  but 
£7,607  4s.  4d.  for  the  Canada  expedition.  The  surplus  of  £2,637  5s.  2d.  al- 
ready paid,  was  deducted  from  tha  allowance  due  on  the  Cape  Breton  ex- 
pediaoD,  which  waa  not  adjusted  «U  1750.  Partridge  labored  in  vain  to 
preTent  this  injustice.  See  hia  letter  of  March  I7th,  1749-50,  and  August 
10th,  1760,  in  Lottera  1745-1750,  R.  I.  Record  Office. 
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CHAP,  connt,  but  his  objections  were  met  by  Partridge,  and  the 

^^^  amount  was  allowed  and  paid  at  the  maturity  of  tho  bills. 

1T48.    The  Cape  Breton  money  was  not  remitted  till  long  after- 
wai'd. 

Juno  The  Assembly  revised  the  laws  relating  to  legal  resi- 

dence in  the  towns,  and  to  the  removal  of  paupers.  New 
comers  were  rec[aired  to  give  a  month's  notice  of  intention 
to  become  residents,  after  which,  if  they  remained  one  year 
without  being  warned  to  leave,  they  were  admitted  as 
lawful  inhabitants  of  the  town.  Tlie  purchase  of  a  freehold 
estate,  of  the  value  of  thirty  pounds  sterling,  also  gave  a 
legal  residence.  Apprentices  having  served  their  time  in 
any  town,  might  elect  their  residence  there,  or  return  to 
the  plaee  of  their  birth.  Paupers  not  having  acquired  a 
legal  settlement,  might  be  removed  by  the  councils  on 
complaint  of  the  overseer  of  the  poor,  to  the  place  of  their 
last  legal  residence,  or  to  that  of  their  birth.  The  manner 
in  which  this  should  be  done,  and  the  remedies  to  prevent 
injustice  in  such  cases,  were  fully  prescribed  in  the  statute. 
Complaints  were  made  to  the  Lords  of  Admiralty, 
that  illicit  trade  had  been  cai-ried  on  at  Khode  Maud, 
during  the  past  year,  nnder  cover  of  flags  of  truce,  to  tho 
"West  Indies,  in  vessels  hired  to  convey  prisoners  to  the 
enemies'  ports,  and  in  contravention  to  the  laws  of  war, 
but  few  prisoner's,  in  fact,  being  conveyed  in  any  of  these 

T„i„  8    vessels.    The  Admiralty  addressed  a  letter  to  Gov.  Greene, 
to  prevent  such  violations  of  law  in  future.' 

News  of  the  armistice  having  been  received,  the  gar- 
asf  rison  at  Fort  George  was  disbanded,  and  the  Tartar  dis- 
mantled and  laid  up.  AH  the  femes  had  hitherto  been 
private  property,  but  the  two  on  the  west  side  of  James- 
town were  now  ordered  to  be  purchased  by  the  colony.' 
The  act  against  swearing  was  revised.  The  penalty  was 
a  fine  of  five  shillings,  or  confinement  for  three  hom-s  in 

■  R.  I.  Col,  Rec,  V.  2EB. 

^  The  colony  kept  them  but  a  short  time.    In  August,  1760,  they  were 
ordered  to  be  sold  at  public  auction. 
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the  Btocbs.  To  insure  a  full  attendance,  the  AesemTDly  CHAP, 
imposed  a  fine  of  two  ponnds  for  the  fii-st  day's  absence  of  ,„^ 
any  member,  without  good  cause,  and  one  pound  for  each  1748. 
subsequent  day. 

A  memorial  from  merchants  in  Massachusetts  was    Sopt. 
presented  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasurj',  against  bills  of      ^*- 
credit  in  Now  England,  asking  that  the  war  indemnity 
should  not  be  paid  to  the  colonies  till  they  adopted  some 
plan  for  their  redemption.    The  treaty  of  peace  was  defi- 
nitely signed  at  Aix-la-Chapelle.      All  conq^uests  were  Oct.  7. 
mutually  restored,  so  that  Cape  Breton,  that  glory  of 
Kew  England  prowess,  reverted  to   tlie  Trench.    Ilia 
was  a  sore  disappointment  to  the  colonists,  but  not  more 
disgraceful  to  the  British  miuietry  than  the  fact  that  the 
Eight  of  Search,  tlie  prime  cause  of  the  war,  was  not  even 
mentioned  in  the  ti'caty.    The  Spanish  American  trade 
remained  as  before,  in  the  hands  of  its  rightful  owners. 

The  old  sloop  of  war  Tartar  was  ordered  to  be  sold  at  ae. 
auction,  with  all  her  stores  and  equipments.  This  vessel 
had  done  efficient  service  tlironghout  the  war,  and  had 
fought  in  some  severe  engagements,  of  which  mention  has 
already  been  made.'  In  order  to  reply  to  inquiries  from 
the  Board  of  Trade,  a  census  of  the  colony  was  taken  this 
autumn.  The  population  waa  found  to  be  thirty-four 
thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  of  whom  twenty- 
nine  tliousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  were  whites,  and 
the  remainder  blacks  and  Indians.  K'ewport  contained 
forty-six  hundred  and  forty,  and  Providence  thirty-four 
hundred  and  fifty-two  inhabitants." 

The  A^embly  granted  a  lottery  for  the  relief  of  ^^^g 
Joseph  Fox,  a  prisoner  for  debt  in  ^Newport  jail.  The  J(in. 
case  was  peculiar,   and   his  petition  was  urged  by  the      ^■ 

'  Two  of  her  girns  now  Btand  by  the  fonntain  in  Woshington  square,, 
Newport.    Bull's  Memoirei  of  R.  I. 

'  These  Queries  from  the  Boord  of  Trade  are  printed  in  the  E.  L  Col. 
Eeo.,  v.  357.  A  copy  of  tlie  census,  taken  from  Douglas's  Summar}',  cud 
printed  on  p.  210,  differs  somewbat  from  tbe  statement  given  in  the  text. 
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CHAP,  principal  merchants  of  the  towii.  This  was  the  third  lot- 
.5^;,  tery  granted  hj  statute.  The  system  had  now  become 
1748-9  estahHshed. 

The  death  of  Eev.  John  Callender,  pastor  of  the  first 
nP"  Baptist  church  in  Ifewport,  and  author  of  the  discourse 
upon  the  early  history  of  Ehode  Inland,  known  as  the 
Century  Sermon,  was  a  source  of  deep  grief  to  the  colony. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  forty-two,  while  m  the  fall  career 
of  usefulness. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  sale  of  bills  of  exchange 
Feb.  on  England  was  intrusted,  reported  the  sale  of  seventy- 
eight  hundred  pounds  sterling  at  an  exchange  of  ten  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds  euiTency,  for  one  hundred  pounds 
sterling,  showing  the  great  and  rapid  depreciation  in  the 
paper  money  of  tlie  colony.  The  exchange,  only  a  few 
months  before,  when  the  account  was  rendered  to  the 
agent,  as  above  mentioned,  was  five  hundred  and  seventy 
per  cent.  So  rapid  a  fall  betokened  the  crash  that  was 
soon  to  overtake  the  commercial  interests  of  the  colony. 
The  highway  across  Easton's  Point  in  Middletown,  was 
laid  out.  Hogs  were  prevented  from  running  at  large 
in  the  compact  parts  of  Newport  and  Providence,  A 
1H9.  light^house  was  ordered  to  be  built  at  Beaver  Tail,  the 
south  end  of  Conanicut,  for  the  safety  of  commerce,  which 
was  accomplished  during  the  next  year. 

The  movement  in  opposition  to  bills  of  credit,  caused 

May  3.  much  alarm  in  Ehode  Island.     The  Assembly  appointed 

a  committee  to  prcpai'o  instructions  upon  the  subject.     In 

30-     the  House  of  Commons  an  inquiry  was  made  as  to  the 

tenor  and  amount  of  this  paper  money,  and  orders  were 

sent  to  every  colony  to  prepai'e  an  accurate  statement 

upon  these  points.     The  instructions  for  Partridge^  being 

June    approved,  were  signed  by  the  governor,  and  sent  to  Eng- 

^^-     land  together  with  a  copy  of  the  record  of  the  last  lot  of 

July    bills  burnt  in  presence  of  the  Assembly.     A  copy  of  the 
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vote  ill  the  House  of  Commons  was  sent  to  Eliode  Island,  chap. 
with  orders  from  Whitehall  to  fumisli  tlie  req^uired  iiifor-   ^  •  ^^' 
mation.'     Every  year  the  tenth  bonds  given  for  the  pay-    i749, 
ment  of  the  earlier  bant  issties  were  becoming  due,  aiid  as 
faat  as  they  were  received  into  the  treasury,  the  bUla  with 
which  they  were  paid  were  burnt,  and  at  nearly  every 
seBsion,  reports  of  the  trustees,  or  "  grand  committee,"  as 
they  were  called,  were  made   concerning  these  bonds. 
Those  that  were  not  paid,  were  issned  by  the  treasurer, 
bnt  the  interest  on  a  large  portion  of  the  earlier  issues  was 
lost,  because  it  was  not  secured,  as  was  tlie  principal, 
and  at  a  later  date,  the  interest  bonds  also,  by  mortgage 
on  real  estate.    The  committee's  report  at  this  time,  shows    Aug. 
over  half  a  million  of  pounds  in  bills  of  the  several  bants     ^^■ 
received  by  them.' 

An  act  of  Parliament,  passed  in  favor  of  the  Moravian 
society,  XJnitas  Fratrum,  was  sent  to  all  the  colonies,  com- 
mending that  noble  band  of  missionaries  to  special  regard. 
Two  preachers  of  the  ordei',  stopping  at  Kewport  on  their 
way  to  Surinam  this  year,  organized  a  church  in  that 
place.  Eiehard  Haywood  was  their  first  convert,  and  one 
of  them,  Matthew  Eeutz,  remained  at  Newport  for  many 
years  as  a  schoolmaster. 

James  Muzzey,  of  Mendon,  believing  his  land  to  be 
within  the  limits  of  this  colony,  petitioned  that  the  north 
line  should  again  be  rim,  and  surveyors  were  chosen  for    Oct. 
that  purpose.     But  the  time  appointed  by  Rhode  Island      ^^ 
had  passed  before  the  Massachusetts  Assembly  met. 

Several  criminal  statutes  were  enacted,  and  the  first     25. 
case  that  we  have  noticed,  where  a  divorce  was  granted 
by  the  Assembly,   occurred   at   this  time.     The  Rhode 
Island  commisBioners  having  adjourned  for  three  weehs, 
and  then  not  meeting  with  any  from  Massachusetts,  ran     30- 
the  line  ex  parte.    Tlic  Massachusetts  legislature,  as  soon 
as  it  met,  appointed  commissioners  to  unite  witli  those  of    Deo. 
Erhode  Island  in  renewing  the  line  whenever  this  colony 

'  R.  I.  Col.  Rec,  V.  218.  '  Ibid.,  aTS. 
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CHAP,  was  ready  to  do  bo.     Accordingly,  at  the  winter  session, 
_^^  after  hearing  the  report  of  their  committee  upon  the  line, 
^^p'h''  *^^  Assemhly  re-appointed  them,  and  fixed  a  day  for  the 
27/     line  again  to  be  mn.' 

The  committee  to  prepare  the  etatiati<^  for  the  House 
of  Oommona,  made  a  fall  report,  ehowing  tlie  sum  of  three 
hundred  and  twelve  thousand  three  hmidred  pounds  in  hUls 
of  credit,  emitted  to  supply  the  treasury  since  May  1710, 
of  which  one  hundi-ed  and  seventy-seven  thousand  liad  heen 
burned  at  various  times,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-five 
thousand  pounds  were  now  outstanding.  Tliis  w^  doubt- 
less the  most  favorable  report  that  could  be  made.  The 
bills  are  represented  at  their  legislative,  not  their  nominal 
value,  and  those  only  are  considered  as  outstanding  whicli 
had  not  yet  become  due.  The  whole  amount  here  rep- 
resented as  having  been  issued,  was  worth  in  sterling 
money,  about  thirty-sis  tliousand  pounds,  A  large  num- 
ber of  English  statutes  were  adopted  as  laws  of  the  colony.' 
1750.  The  governor' notified  Massachusetts  of  the  action  mre- 
Apnl  g^j.([  to  f;]ig  boundary  line.  The  two  committees  met  in 
Wrentham,  and  spent  two  days  in  a  vain  attempt  to  agi'ee 
upon  a  starting  point.  The  Rhode  Island  men  then 
measured  off  a  line  from  the  southernmost  part  of  Charles 
Eiver,  three  miles  south,  and  thence  west  to  the  Connecti- 
cut frontier — the  same  line  they  had  run  in  October,  and 
which  eonfoimed  to  the  terms  of  the  charter.  The  Ma^a- 
chusetts  men  claimed  to  stai't  from  a  point  fixed  in  1642, 
four  or  five  miles  further  south.  No  trace  of  this  old 
Btai'ting  point  could  be  found,  but  the  testimony  of  aged 
persons  was  taken  as  to  its  location.  Both  parties  agreed 
to  meet  again  at  a  fiituro  time,  if  authorized  by  their 
legislatures,  and  the  Massachusetts  men  rendered  tlieir 
12,  report  the  next  day.°  The  General  Assembly  continued 
their  commissioners,  desired  Massachusetts  to  refrain  from 

'  The   report,   dated  2S  Jan.   1149-50,  is  prmted  in  R.  I.  Col,  Rec, 
T.  280. 

'  It.  I.  Col.  Kpc,  t.  285.  '  Mass.  Court  files,  Hi.  88. 
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taxing  the  mhabitants  witiiin  tlie  disputed  lines,  ordered  chap. 
a  map  of  the  tract  to  be  prepared,  and  requested  Coiinecti-  -^^^^^ 
cut  to  assist  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  commissioners.  1750. 

Robert  Hazard  was  chosen  deputy-governor  in  place       ^ 
ofEIlery.     The  fire  department  in  Newport  was  more 
thoroughly  organized,  by  the  appointment  of  fire  wards, 
and  the  town  ordered  a  fire  engine  to  be  procured  in  Eng- 
land,' 

The  towns  of  East  and  "West  Greenwich,  "Warwick  Jtme 
and  Coventry,  were  taken  off  from  Providence  coimty, 
and  erected  into  a  separate  jurisdiction  as  the  county  of 
Kent,  with  East  Greenwich  as  its  capital,  and  the  people 
were  required  at  their  own  expense  to  build  a  coui-t-house. 
The  act  against  pedlars  had  been  avoided  by  these  per- 
sons hiring  shops,  in  which  to  caiTy  on  their  trade  for  a 
short  time,  and  not  being  inhabitants  of  liie  towns,  they 
escaped  taxation.'  To  remedy  this  evil,  Uie  assessors  were 
required  to  tax  such  persons  at  their  discretion,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  amount  of  their  busings. 

The  long-deferred  Cape  Breton  accounts,  were  at  last  -^^i' 
settled,  and  the  money  paid  to  Mr.  Partridge,  deducting 
the  balance  ovei'paid  on  the  Canada  expedition  ;  that  ac- 
count having  been  cut  down  after  the  appropriation  for 
it  had  once  been  made  and  paid  over.°  AU  the  colonies 
were  alike  subjected  to  this  reduction. 

The  attempt  of  Massachusetts  to  levy  taxes.within  the 
disputed  tei-ritory,  led  to  a  riot,  in  which  certain  Khode 
Island  officers  were  implicated.  Some  of  the  rioters  were 
arrested  and  talien  to  Worcester  for  trial.  The  Assembly 
interceded  for  their  discharge,  and  again  urged  a  cessation  20.' 
of  taxes  until  the  line  could  be  aiTanged.  The  Jews  were 
becoming  important  merchants  in  the  colony,  and  we  find 
that  Moses  Lopez  of  Newport  was  excused,  at  ..his  own 
requ^t,  from  all  other  civil  duties,  on  account  of  his  gra-. 
tuitous  services  to  the  government  in  translating  Spanish 
documents, 

'  E,  Partridge's  letter,  June  9,  1760.         "  See  note  en  psgo  ITl  ante. 
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CHAP.  A  singular  affair,  of  which  the  explanation  must  ever 
XVII.  yeniaiii  a  mysteiy,  oecuiTed  at  this  time.  A  vessel  com- 
1750.  ing  from  the  westward  with  aU  sail  set,  and  altering  her 
course  when  close  in  so  as  to  avoid  tlie  reef,  came  ashore 
on  the  north-west  comer  of  Easton's  Beach.  Upon  being 
boarded  by  some  fishermen  who  had  watched  her  ap- 
proach, they  found  the  breaMast  table  set,  the  kettle  boil- 
ing on  the  lire,  a  dog  and  cat  in  the  cabin,  and  every  thing 
nndistm'bed,  except  that  the  long  boat  was  missing,  aa  if 
the  crew  had  just  left  her.  'Nat  a  soul  was  on  board,  nor 
was  any  thing  ever  heard  of  from  any  of  the  crew,  nor  any 
trace  of  them  or  of  their  boat  ever  discovered.  She  was 
a  brig  from  Honduras,  belonging  to  Isaac  Stelle,  a  mer- 
chant of  H'ewport,  and  had  been  hourly  expected,  as  she 
was  spoken  but  a  day  or  two  before  by  a  vessel  since 
arrived.  The  captain's  name  was  John  Hnxham.  He, 
with  all  hands,  had  evidently  deserted  her  but  a  very 
short  time  before  she  stranded,  although  from  what  mo- 
tive is  not  apparent,  and  what  had  become  of  them  was 
ec|.nally  inexplicable.  It  was  snnnised  that  the  men, 
alarmed  at  the  roar  of  the  breakers,  had  taken  to  the  boat 
and  been  swamped  in  the  surf,  but  no  bodies  or  pieces  of 
the  boat  ever  floated  on  shore.  Tlie  brig  was  got  off  and 
sold  to  Henry  Collins,  then  an  extensive  merchant  in 
I^ewport,  who  changed  her  name  to  the  Beach  Bird.  She 
made  several  voyages  afterward,  and  her  Imlk  was  stiU 
lying  in  the  harbor  of  Newport,  at  the  time  of  the  British 
occupation,  when  it  was  raised,  and  converted  into  an 
armed  galley  by  the  enemy.' 

The  commissioners  of  the  two  colonies  having  agreed  to 

meet  in  October  to  settle  the  boundary,  the  Khode  Island 

men'  repaired  to  the  appointed  place  in  "Wrentham,  where 

after  waiting  two  days  without  seeing  the  others,  they 

13,     proceeded  to  sm-vey  for  a  point  three  miles  south  of 

'  Bull's  Memoica  of  E.  I. 

"  Jonathan  Randal,  Richard  Steece,  Thomns  Lopliam,  Joseph  Harrison, 
and  Matthew  Kobinsoji.     Their  report  is  in  K.  I.  Col.  Eec.,  v.  322-5. 
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Charles  Eiver,  which  proved  to  vary  somewhat  from  that  CHAP, 
determined  by  the  former  commissioiiers  the  year  before.    ^^^^■ 
They  adjomned  from  time  to  time,  notifying  the  govei'n-    1T60. 
meat  of  Masaaehusetta  of  each  adjonrmnent,  hoping  to  be 
joined  by  the  commiasioners  from  that  province.     Finally 
they  completed  the  survey  ex  pai'te,  and  their  report  was 
entered  in  full  upon  the  Assembly  records  in  the  follow- 
ing March.     The  Assembly  passed  a  law  prohibiting  ap-     Oot. 
peals  to  England  from  judgment  rendered  upon  bonds  for     ^^■ 
the  payment  of  money.     The  paper-money  party  had  ob- 
tained a  majority  in  the  lower  house,  but  the  assistants 
were  opposed  to  the  system.     A  joint  committee  waa  ap-    Deo. 
pointed  to  talce  the  subject  into  consideration,  and  report      ^■ 
by  bill  at  tlie  next  session.     No  separate  report  was  made,  1T50-1 
but  a  hill  was  introduced,  which  complicated  still  further    Mar. 
the  exiating  monetary  system,  and  soon  rendered  all  eal-      ^^' 
cnlations  almost  impossible  from  the  accumulated  varie- 
ties of  worthless  currency  with  which  the   colony  was 
flooded.     A  ninth  bank  was  issued,  upon  new  plates,  to 
the  amount  of  twenty-flve  thousand  pounds.      By  the 
act,  as  amended  at  the  next  session,  the  biUs  were  to  be 
let  for  ten  years  at  five  per  cent,  interest,  and  at  the  end 
of  that  time  to  be  paid  in  five  equal  instalmenta.     The 
bills  were  to  be  equal  to  ailver  at  six  shillings  nine  pence 
an  oimee,  and  six  shillings  nine  pence  in  these  bills  were 
made  equivalent  to   sixteen   shillings  of  new  tenor,  or 
aixty-fom'  shillings  of  old  tenor  bills.     The  scale  of  values 
■was  established  at  £13T  10s.  of  the  new  biUs,  or  £275  of 
new  tenor,  or  £1,100  of  old  tenor  for  one  hundred  pounds 
sterling.    The  ostensible  purpose  of  the  act  waa  to  afford 
a  bounty  upon  manufactured  wool,  fiax,  and  the  fisheries ; 
but  these  bounties  were  repealed  at  the  next  session,  the 
former  as  being  ofi'ensive  to  England,  and  the  others  as 
useless,  and  the  interest  money  was  devoted  to  the  re- 
demption of  bills  issued  to  supply  the  treasury.     Heavy 
penalties  were  laid  to  prevent   depreciation  below  the 
established  scale,  and  "  death  to  coimterfeit  this  bill "  was 


>v  Google 


180  mSTOKT    OF   THE    STATE    OF    RHODE    ISLAND. 

CHAP,  inscribed  on  tlie  new  plate.  The  effect  of  this  wretched 
XTil.  gysteiji  of  linanee  was  daily  becoming  manifest  in  the 
iTBO.    changing  conditions  of  Massachusetts  and  Ehode  Island. 

■^-  In  April,  we  ai'e  told  by  Douglas  in  his  Summary  of  the 
condition  of  tlie  colonies,  the  bills  of  the  two  colonies  were 
of  ecLiial  value.  In  September,  Khode  Island  bills  were 
twenty  per  cent,  below  those  of  her  neighbor.  Sterling 
exchange,  which  in  the  spring  had  been  at  eleven  and  a 
half  for  one,  in  the  autumn  stood  at  nine  and  a  half  for 
one,  under  the  operation  of  the  Massachusetts  system ; 
while  in  Ehode  Island  no  such  advance  was  realized,  but 
on  the  contrary,  bills  on  London  now  sold  for  eleven  hun- 
dred per  cent,  premium  in  Ehode  Island  currency,  as 
appears  by  the  report  of  a  committee  entered  on  the 
records  at  this  s^sion ;  and  the  new  tenor  bills  had  already 
sunk  to  less  than  half  their  stated  value.  Many  old  laws 
had  to  be  revised  to  mate  them  efficient  by  increasing  the 
penalties  attached  to  their  violation,  so  great  was  tlie  de- 
preciation in  values.  Among  these  was  the  Sunday  law, 
passed  seventy-two  years  before,  and  also  that  forbidding 
the  entertainment  of  seiTants,  with  certain  modifications. 
An  excise  upon  liquors  sold  at  retail  in  Newport  was  ^- 
tablished,  to  be  paid  by  all  inn-keepers  and  dealers. 
Street  lamps  were  set  up  in  Newport  by  private  enter- 
prise. To  prevent  them  from  being  broken,  a  law  was 
passed  punishing  sneli  wilful  offence  bypnblic  whipping, 
not  to  exceed  twenty  lashes,  or  by  a  fine  of  twenty 
pounds,  old  tenor.  A  law  was  also  enacted  to  prevent 
setting  fire  to  the  woods  in  any  part  of  the  colony. 

Massachusetts,  after  having  repeatedly  failed  to  imite 
with  Ehode  Island  in  adjusting  the  northern  boundary, 
even  when  her  own  men  had  appointed  the  time  of  meet- 
ing, complained  to  Gov.  Greene  that  this  colony  exer- 
cised jurisdiction  within  the  disputed  lines,  and  withheld 
the  taxes  due  to  her  from  the  people  there  residing.    No 

^i"-    reply  being  made  to  the  letter,  a  committee  was  appointr 
■     ed  to  consider  what  course  to  adopt.     Their  report  advises 
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that  the  whole  subject  be  refa-red  to  the  agent  in  Eng-  chap. 
laud  to  represent  the  ea^e  to  the  King.'  .^v~ 

Joseph  "Whipple,  who  had  several  times  heeii  deputy-    1753. 
govemor,  was  again  chosen  to  that  office.     The  new  bank     ^^  ■ 
act  excited  some  misgiving  in  the  minds  of  its  friends, 
and  great  hostility  in  its  foes.     This  was  natural,  but  a 
more  formidable  opposition  was  soon  to  be  developed. 
The  motion  m  Parliament,  ali-eady  mentioned,  had  secured 
the  data  npon  which  direct  action  could  he  taken,  and 
already  an  act  was  introduced  "  to  regulate  and  restrain     ^>^_' 
paper  bills  of  credit "  in  the  New  England  colonies.     Tio- 
ient  opposition  to  the  system  was  made  in  Nei^ort.     An 
ably  drawn  petition"  to  the  King,  from  tlie  merchants  of 
that  place,  was  received  while  the  bill  was  under  debate  May  8. 
in  tlie  House  of  Commons.   Pai'tridge  opposed  its  passage, 
by  counsel,  as  being  unjust  towai'ds  Rhode  Island.     This 
very  long  and  plausible  argument,  resulted  in  securing 
certain  amendments  which,  to  use  his  own   expr^sion, 
"  took  the  sting  out  of  it."    Tlie  ministry  were  determined 
on  its  passage,  so  that  Partridge,  having  secured  the  de- 
sired ameliorations  in  the  Commons,  withdrew  bis  opposi- 
tion in  the  Lords,  and  the  bill  passed.'  30- 

Meanwhile,  Gov.  Greene  bad  replied  to  the  letter  from 
Massachusetts,  which  aimounced  then-  determination  to 
refer  the  dispnto  to  England.     The  provincial  council  re-    jy^g 
solved  to  continne  to  exercise  jm-isdietion  over  the  terri-      S- 
tory.'     The  General  Assembly  ordered  a  f uU  statement     lo. 
of  the  case  to  be  prepared,  and  presented  at  the  next  ses- 
sion.   The  Newport  petition  against  paper  money,  caused 
much  excitement.     A  hostile   committee,    appointed  to 
examine  the  facts  therein  stated,  and  fo  ascertain  the 


'  Mass.  Court  Ulea,  iii.  88-90. 

5  A  copy  of  thia  peljljon,  dated  Newport,  Sept.  4,  1750,  and  signed  by 
13  peraons,  is  prseerred  in  the  Stale  Record  Office. 

=  See  R.  Partridge's  letter  of  May  II,  1751,  in  Letters  1750-5G  It.  I. 
Record  Office. 

*  Mass.  Court  Files,  iii.  91. 
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CHAP,  characters  of  the  signers,  were  compelled  to  report  that 
SVH.    ^]jQ  allegations  were  substantially  correct.    The  names  of 
1751.    the    signers    sufficiently    attested    their    respectability. 
July  0,   Official  notice  of  the  law  restraining  paperissiies  was  sent 
Aug.    from  Whitehall.     A  vain  effort*  was  made  to  arrest  the 
19-     depreciation  of  the  biUs  by  statutes,  prescribing  that  judg- 
ments of  coiu^  should  be  made  up  upon  tlie  basis  of  the 
new  scale  of  values,  and  binding  parties,  before  granting 
executions  upon  such  judgments,  by  an  oath  that  they 
had  not  varied  from  that  scale  in  their  dealings. 

Hitherto  there  had  been  but  one  notary  publie  for  the 
whole  colony,  residing  in  Newport.    The  increasing  busi- 
ness of  Providence  required  gi-eater  facilities,  bo  that  one 
Oct.     was  appointed  in  that  town.    An  appropriation  was  made 
^  ■     for  a  quarantine  house  at  Providence.    Tlie  small-pox 
had  been  brought  there  from  sea,  and  there  was  no  hos- 
pital in  the  colony  except  at  IJ^ewport. 
1753.  By  a  late  act  of  Pai-liament,  the  calendar  year,hereto- 

Jaa.  1.  £|jj.g  ijgg^m  Qjj  ^]^Q  twenty-fifth  of  March,  commenced  on 
the  first  of  January,  so  that  we  are  henceforth  freed  from 
the  confusion  arising  from  the  double  date  of  tlie  year 
between  those  days,  and  the  consequent  uncertainty  at- 
tending the  precise  date  of  many  important  events,  arismg 
from  a  diversity  in  the  custom  of  counting  the  twenty- 
fifth  or  the  first  days  of  March  as  in  the  new  year.  Tlie 
entire  month  of  March  had  hitherto  been  called  the  first 
month,  although  five-sixths  of  it  belonged  in  the  old  yeai-. 
It  now  became  the  third  month.' 

Since  the  estabhshment  of  the  lottery  system,  it  had 
been  employed  to  raise  fands  for  many  and  varioiis  ob- 
jects, for  public  works  and  private  charities.  The  streets 
of  Newport  were  originally  paved,  and  some  bridges  m 

'  The  act  to  correct  tJie  calendar  uiis  introduced  Feb.  25, 17B1,  by  the 
Etttl  of  Chesterfield,  and  passed  without  debate,  upon  the  second  reading, 
OQ  Uie  ISth  March.  The  new  year  was  to  begin  on  the  let  Janaary— but 
the  correction  of  11  days  in  the  day  of  the  month  was  not  to  take  effect  till 

Sept.  nea. 
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the  colony  constructed,  from  the  proceeds  of  duties  on  ™;^J*' 
imported  slaves.  This  source  of  revenue  having  been  cut  v— -^-J^ 
off  by  act  of  Parliament  as  before  stated,  a  lottery  was  now  ^^^?' 
granted  for  paving  the  streets ;  the  parade,  then  called  24.' 
Qneen  street,  and  Thames  street,  were  to  be  finished  first. 

The  lords  Justices  called  for  a  copy  pf  the  laws  of  the    April 
colony  to  be  sent  to  them. 

The  north-line  committee  visited  Hartford,  and  there, 
in  connection  with  Connecticut  government,  drew  up  a  4- 
statement  of  the  case,  which  was  presented  to  the  General  May  6. 
Assembly,  showing  that  the  corner  stake  set  by  Massachu- 
setts in  1642,  and  agreed  to  by  Connecticut  and  Ehode 
Island  in  their  snbsecLuent  settlements  of  the  line  with 
that  province,  was  four  miles  and  fifty-six  poles  too  far 
south,  and  that  the  latter  agreements  had  been  made  with- 
out a  survey  by  the  adverse  parties — they  not  suspecting 
any  error  or  fraud  on  the  part  of  M^sachusetts,  nor  de- 
tecting any  till  tlie  recent  surveys  were  made  by  Ehode 
Island.  The  report  concludes  by  advising  that  botli  par- 
ties imite  in  prosecuting  the  claim  against  Massachusetts  in 
England.'  The  blind  confidence  shown  by  Ehode  Island 
in  the  settlement  of  1719,  after  the  experience  she  had 
had  of  the  spirit  of  her  neighbors  in  matters  of  jurisdic- 
tion, has  been,  perhaps  deservedly,  punished  by  the  ulti- 
mate loss  of  the  valuable  tract  in  dispute,  after  another 
century  of  contest.  But  this  result  does  not  justify  the 
false  measui'ement  by  Massachusetts  of  the  tliree  miles 
from  the  southernmost  part  of  Charles  Eiver,  to  which  the 
terms  of  both  charters  confined  her ;  nor  does  it  make  a 
compromise  agreement,  the  basis  of  which  was,  to  use  the 
mUdest  terms,  a  gross  error,  any  more  binding  in  ecLuity 
that  it  has  been  decided  to  be  valid  in  law.  The  accounts  June 
of  the  parties  concerned  in  this  affair,  wei'C  presented  at 
the  next  session  and  allowed.  Private  business,  the  usual 
objects   of  which  were  the  granting  of  new  trials,  the    -^"S- 

^  Sec  R,  I.  Col,  Ecc.  v.  H4S. 
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CHAP,  naturalization  of  foreigners,  and  the  examination  of  ac- 
.^..y^  counts  chiefly  occupied  the  Aasemhiy. 

1762.  Tlie  great  law-suit  for  the  possession  of  the  glebe  lands 

^  '  in  NaiTaganaet,  was  decided  by  the  King  in  council  after 

a  litigation  of  nearly  tiiirty  years.     It  arose  fi-om  a  gi'ant 

1683.  of  three  hundred  acres  of  land,  made  eighty-fom'  years 
before,  by  the  Pettaquamscot  purchasers,  for  the  support 
of  an  Orthodox  mmieter.  The  grantors  at  that  time  were 
mostly  of  the  Church  of  England  but  no  occiipation  of 

iTca.  the  lands  for  the  pui-pose  designated  was  had,  and  tliirty-. 
foni'  years  after  the  gi'ant,  tlie  lands  were  entered  npon  and 
improved  by  two  private  parties.  The  gi-antors  had  mean- 
while left  the  Church  of  England,  and  attached  themselves 
to  other  religious  societies,  chiefly  Congregational,  and  had. 
then,  by  a  later  deed,  confirmed  the  original  grant.  Niles, 
the  Congregational  minister,  not  then  oi-dained,  began  to 
preach  in  that  vicinity  the  same  year  that  possession  was 
taken  of  the  land,  but  never  claimed  it  for  his  church. 

IT19.  The  principal  trespasser  afterward  sold  his  assumed  rights 
to  another  occupant.   Th  e  other,  who  had  but  twenty  acres, 

1721.     surrendered  possession  to   McSpaiTan  upon  his  anival. 

1I2E.  He  brought  a  writ  of  ejectment  to  recover  the  other  poi-tion 
of  the  tract,  but  was  cast  in  the  suit.  The  original  deed 
could  not  be  found.  Torrey,  the  Presbytei'ian  minister, 
duly  ordained,  also  brought  an  action  for  tlie  same  land, 

ijsi.  itt  behalf  of  his  church,  which  on  appeal  to  England,  was 
decided  in  his  favor.     Afterward,  the  original  deed  hav- 

1T8T,  ing  been  found,  MeSpan-an  brought  a  new  action.  The 
case  was  contested  between  the  Episcopal  and  Preebyte- 

1139.  rian  churches  for  many  years,  and  decided  by  the  Superior 
Court  of  Rhode  Island  in  favor  of  the  latter ;  which  ver- 

17ES.  diet  was  this  yeai-  finally  confirmed  by  the  King,  upon 
tlie  ground  that  by  the  Ehode  Island  charter  all  denomi- 
nations were  Orthodox,  and  tliat  a  majority  of  the 
grantors,  when  the  deed  took  effect,  were  Presbyterians 
or  Oongregationalists.     The  case  excited  gi-eat  interest  in 
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the  colony,  and  tlie  papers  rclatixig  to  it  are  very  volnmi-  CHAP, 
nous.'  5^ 

The  law  adopting  the  Gregorian  or  New  Style,  now    lTo3. 
took  effect  lay  adding  eleven  daya  to  the  ciurenf  day  of      gP*- 
the  month.     The  day  following  the  second  of  Beptemher      j^ 
was  counted  as  the  fourteenth. 

Ifo  puhHc  business  was  done  at  the  next  session.    Oct., 
The  foxu'tli  edition  of  printed  laws  was  published  this 
Biunmer  by  Ann  and  James  Franklin  at  Newport,  and 
copies  were  sent  to  England  as  required.' 

At  tho  winter  session,  tlie  people  of  Kent  county,  ^'^^^' 
2;  built  the  court-house  at  Greenwich  at  their  own 
:,  petitioned  for  a  lottery  grant  to  enable  them  to 
1  and  furnish  it,  which  was  allowed.  The  towns  in 
Providence  coimty  were  inipowered  to  build  a  work- 
house, to  be  paid  for  by  proportionate  taxation,  and  each 
town  was  to  support  its  own  paupers  tlierein.  A  similar 
measure  had  been  proposed  fifteen  years  before,  and  had 
failed.  How  long  this  continued  as  a  joint  concern,  ie 
unknown.  The  poor-house  in  Providence  resulted  from 
this  movement  at  a  somewhat  latKf  day. 

Stephen  Decatur,  said  to  have  been  a  native  of  Genoa, 
who  for  seven  years  past  had  been  an  oiBeer  of  one  of  tlie 
Newport  privateers,  and  had  married  in  that  town,  took 
the  requisite  oaths,  and  was  naturalized  at  tliis  session. 
His  son,  the  celebrated  Commodore  Decatur,  was  bom  in 
Newport  tlie  April  previous. 

At  the  general  election,  the  same  officers  were  chosen.  May  2. 
The  adjounxed  session  was  occupied  with  private  business.  j,ine 
Beaver  Tail  lighthouse  having  been  bximt  down,  tlie  As- 
sembly ordered  a  new  one  to  be  forthwith  constinicted  of 
brick  or  atone,  with  a  house  adjoining  for  the  nse  of  the 

'  A  muro  full  accouat  of  this  famous  lawsuit  tbati  our  limils  will  permit 
ig  giren  in  Updike's  Nart.  Chucoli,  pp.  70-83. 

'  No  copy  of  this  ediaon  exista  in  tlia  Secretary's  office.  The  allowance 
of  £355  for  printing  and  stitching  it  ivas  made  to  the  Fiaiiklias  by  the  Ae- 
sembly  in  August,  l'I53.  The  number  of  laws  in  this  edition  is  stated 
at  411. 


Aug. 
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CHAP,  keeper.     It  was  difficult  to  find  men  willing  to  be  over- 
^iJ^  eeers  of  the  poor.     To  remedy  this,  a  refusal  to  accept  the 
1753.    office  was  punished  by  fine,  and  power  was  given  to  over- 
seers to  bind  out  idle  or  indigent  persons  to  eei-vice.     One 
John  Martin,  having  been  convicted  of  abusing  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  was  sentenced  to  close  confinement  in 
Newport  jail,  without  the  use  of  writing  materials,  or  hav- 
ing communication  with  any  one  but  the  sheriff,    Tliia 
summary  treatment  soon  brought  him  to  repentance,  and 
2^^'    three  days  after  sentence  he  acknowledged  his  offence, 
asked  pardon  of  the  Assembly,  and  was  accordingly  dis- 
chai'ged,  on  payment  of  costs. 

The  calendar  of  private  petitions  shows  how  severe 
was  the  financial  revulsion  which  now  came  upon  the 
colony.  The  rainous  system  of  paper  money  was  working 
its  legitimate  result ;  yet,  wortliless  as  it  was,  and  severe 
as  were  the  penalties  for  counterfeiting  it,  already  had 
the  depreciation  of  the  latest  issue  commenced,  hastened 
'by  the  boldness  of  forgers.  But  this  last  blow  was  not 
needed  to  condemn  a  system  whose  intrinsic  falsity  could 
not  fail  in  time  to  become  apparent.  Among  the  victims 
of  the  crash  that  had  now  come  upon  the  colony,  was 
Joseph  Whipple,  the  deputy-governor,  whose  extensive 
mercantile  operations  coidd  no  longer  be  sustained  under 
a  disordered  and  factitious  currency  He  sun-endered  all 
his  property  to  the  use  of  his  creditors,  and  received  the 
benefit  of  a  special  act  of  insolvency.  The  terms  of  his 
petition  are  truly  pathetic,  such  as,  under  the  circum- 
stances, and  in  an  age  when  failures  were  almost  un- 
known, an  honest  and  honorable  man  in  his  position 
might  well  employ. 
Oct.  When  the  next  Assembly  met  at  South  Kingstown, 

^^-     Mr.  Whipple  resigned  his  place  as  deputy-governor,  and 
3.  '    Jonathan  Nichols  was  elected  to  that  office.  A  new  court- 
house was  built  at  South  Kingstown,  and  new  jails  for 
Kings  and  Providence  counties.    Parliament  had  passed 
an  act  to  encourage  the  making  of  potash  in  the  colonies. 
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Moses  Lopez  obtained  from  the  Assembly  a  patent  for  chap. 
ten  yeara  upon  an  improved  method  of  making  it,  known  ^^;. 
only  to  himself.  1753. 

The  cloud  of  war  was  once  more  gathering.  The  at- 
tempt made  during  the  past  year,  by  the  commissioners  at 
Paris,  to  define  the  boundaries  of  the  French  and  English 
possessions  in  iCTorth  America,  had  failed.  The  colonies 
of  the  rival  nations  pushed  their  advanced  posts  neai'er  to 
e&ch.  other.  Orders  were  sent  &om  "Whitehall'  to  all  the 
colonies,  first  to  remonstrate  and  then  to  repel  force  by 
force  if  necessary.  It  was  in  consequence  of  this  that  the 
name  of  George  Washington  first  appeai-s  in  history,  as  ^°^- 
the  bearer  of  a  letter  of  remonstrance  from  Gov,  Dinwiddie 
to  the  French  commander  at  Fort  Le  Eceuf.  The  Board 
of  Trade  having  proposed  a  meeting  of  commissioners 
from  all  the  colonies,  at  Albany,  to  treat  with  the  Six  ^^■ 
Rations,  Gov.  Delancey,  of  New  York  wrote  to  Ehode  29.' 
Island  naming  the  fourteenth  of  June  for  this  pui-pose. 
Active  measures  were  taken  by  botli  parties  to  fortify 
tlieir  frontiers,  and  to  occupy  the  intervening  region  of 
the  Ohio  valley,  "While  on  his  mission  to  the  French, 
Washington  observed  the  commanding  position  for  a  fort 
at  the  head  of  the  Ohio  Kiver,  and  a  few  soldiers  were 
soon  sent  there  by  Gov.  Dinwiddie  to  construct  one.  The 
Freneli  drove  them  off,  and  commenced  building  Fort 
Duquesne,  named  for  their  governor-general,  on  the  spot  PI 
where  Pittsburg  now  stands.  To  counteract  these  move- 
ments, Gov.  Delancey  proposed  erecting  forte  in  northern 
New  York,  and  wrote  to  this  colony  stating  his  plans.'  22. 
Affairs  were  hastening  to  a  crisis.  A  regiment  of  six 
hundred  Virginians  were  already  on  their  march  to  the 
frontier,  when  the  news  of  the  occupation  of  Fort  Du- 
quesne  reached  them.  Lieutenant-colonel  "Washington, 
with  a  small  detachment,  pushed  forward  to  reconnoitre. 
Near  the  Great  Meadows  they  surprised,  by  night,  an  ad- 
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CHAP,  vanced  party  of  French  troops  under  Jumonville.    It  was 
_^^__^  then  that  "Washington  himself  fired  tlie  first  musket  of  the 
1754.    war.     A  short,  sliarp  action  ensued.     The  Fi'eneh  eom- 
„2^    mander  and  ten  of  his  men  were  slain.     Tliis  was  the  first 
blood  shed  in  thefovirth  intercolonial  war,  generally  known 
at  this  day  as  "  the  old  French  war."     Its  momentous 
results  no  human  eye  could  foresee ! 
Feb.  The  General  Asaemhly  at  the  winter  session  chartered 

^"^     the  Providence  library  association,  and  gave  them  the  use 
of  the  council  chamber  for  depositing  their  books.   Hiis  was 
the  second  incorporated  hbrary  in  the  State.     A  patent 
for  mailing  pearl  ashes  was  issued  to  James  Eodgers  of 
Newport,  on  similar  tei-ms  with  that  to  Lopez  for  potash. 
Mayl.         John  Gardner  was  chosen  deputy-governor   at  the 
spring  election,     James  Sheffield  was  made  captain  of 
Fort  George.     The  penalty  of  death  was  denounced  against 
Jnce    counterfeiters.    The  Fellowsliip  Club,  a  benevolent  asso- 
ciation of  sea-captains,  for  mutual  assistance,  wliich  after- 
wai'd  bec.ame  the  l^ewport  Marine  Soeiety,  was  incorpo- 
rated.'    Providence  now  contained  over  six  hundred  free- 
men, and  covered  so  large  a  territory,  that  the  soutliem 
portion  of  it  was  set  off  as  a  new  township,  and  incorpo- 
rated with  the  name  of  Cranston,    Tlie  first  charter  elee- 
35.      tion  in  the  new  town  was  held  without  delay.     Stephen 
Hopkins  and  Martin  Howard,  jr.,  were  appointed  commis- 
sioners to  attend  the  convention  at  Albany,  and  aid,  to  the 
amount  of  one  hundred  pounds  sterling,  was  voted  to  fnr- 
jg      ther  the  objects  of  the  conference.     At  this  congi-ess  of 
delegates,  the  affah-  with  the  Six  Nations  having  been 
satisfactorily  ai'ranged,  a  plan  of  union  of  all  the  colonies 
for  common  defence,  submitted  by  Benjamin  Franklin, 
wf^  debated,  and  by  a  singular  coincidence,  was  adopted 
July    by  the  delegates  on  the  fourth  day  of  July,'  but  it  did 
*■      not  meet  the  approval  of  either  the  colonial  or  home  gov- 

'  la  June,  l'r86|  the   charter  was  amended,  aud   the  niime   "Murine 
Society  "  adopted. 

'  Belknap's  New  Hampshire,  ii.  286. 
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emmeiits,  and  was  subsequently  aliandone' 
Island  delegates  reported  to  the  Assembly,  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Congress.'    The  wai'lilte  aspect  of  afi'airs,  called    1754. 
for  efficient  action,  and  the  hills  of  credit  were  falling  due.      g"^' 
To  meet  tliese  demands,  taxes  to  the  amount  of  thirty 
thousand  poimds  were  levied  on  the  colony,  five  thousand 
of  which  were  for  repairing  Fort  George.     The  tonnage 
dues  were  increased  to  defray  the  expenses  of  keeping 
up  the  lighthouse  at  Beaver  Tail,  the  rebuilding  of  which 
had  just  been  completed.     An  additional  tax  of  five  thou-     Oct. 
sand  pounds  was  levied  by  the  next  Assembly  for  the  re-      "  ■ 
pairs  of  Fort  George.    The  entire  tax  of  thirty-five  thou- 
sand pounds  was  apportioned  among  the  towns,  one-fifth 
of  it  to  ^Newport.     A  fire-engine  was  ordered  for  Provi- 
dence, to  be  paid  for  by  taxing  the  houses  in  the  compact 
part  of  the  town,  and  every  housekeeper  was  required  to 
keep  two  leather  fire  huchets  ready  for  service. 

Orders  were  sent  from  "Whitehall  to  raise  two  thou-     36. 
sand  men  in  ITew  England,  under  command  of  Shirley 
and  Pepperell,  and  two  regiments  of  regulars  were  de- 
tailed for  Virginia,  there  to  be  reinforced  by  troops  raised 
in  that  province.    Provisions  and  money  were  to  be  fur- 
nished by  the  colonies.     Upon  receipt  of  this  order,  Gov.    1T55. 
Greene  convened  the  Assembly.     A  fund  of  four  thousand      ""' 
pounds,  old  tenor,  at  ten  per  cent,  interest  was  provided, 
and  one  hundred  men  were  enlisted.    A  commissary -gene- 
ral was  appointed,  and,  upon  petition  from  "Westerly  and 
Charlestown,  an  artillery  company  of  a  hundred  men  was 
chartered,  on  the  same  terms  with  those  of  Newport  and 
Providence.    They  adjourned  for  one  montli,  and  then    Feb. 
revised  the  militia  law,  increasing  the  fines  for  neglect  of 
duty,  replenished  the  military  stores  in  each  county,  con- 
structed a  powder  magazine  in  Newport,  and  organized 
a  troop  of  horse  in  Newport,  under  Benjamin  Sherburne. 
They  also  drew  up  a  petition,  to  be  sent  with  a  plan  of 

'  R.  I.  Col.  Roc.  T.  893. 
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CHAF.  Foi't  George,  asking  for  additional  cannon,  and  empower- 
^^^^-    ed  the  captain  of  tiie  fort  to  enlist  fifty  men  to  exercise  at 
1755.    the  guns,  and  garrison  the  works.     A  eonimittee  of  wai- 
was  chosen  to  have  the  general   dkeetion  of  military 
aifairs.     While  the  Assembly  was  in  session,  a  letter  was 
^1^-    sent  from  Gov.  Shirley,  highly  complimenting  the  prompt- 
ness of  their  action,  and  desiring  that  ten  men  be  added 
to  the   one  hundred  already  ordered.^    The   Assembly 
complied  by  increasing  the  number  to  a  hundi-ed  and 
thirteen.     All  French  subjects  found  in   Kassachusetts 
were  placed  in  confinement,  to  prevent  their  sendiiig  aid 
17,     or  advices  to  the  enemy,  and  Shirley  urged  Ehode  Island 
to  adopt  the  same  summary  measures,  and  also  to  prohibit 
the  esporta,tion  of  provisions.'     Shirley  had  conceived,  the 
plan  of  attacking  the  French  in  l^ova  Scotia,  and  thus, 
by  dividing  the  enemy's  forces,  to  assist  Gov.  Dinwiddie's 
operations  on  the  Ohio,  and  at  the  same  time  to  attack 
Grown  Point,  and  erect  a  fox-t  near  that  strong  position. 
For  this  latter  purpose  he  appointed  Ool.  "William  John- 
son, of  the  Mohawk  country,  to  tlie  chief  command,  whose 
influence  with  the  Six  Nations  was  unbounded.     These 
24,     plans  were  communicated  to  Gov.  Greene,  with  a  request 
that  lie  would  at  once  convene  the  Assembly  to  act  upon 
March   them,  and  Thomas  Hutchinson,  afterward  governor  of 
^-       Massachusetts,  and  historian  of  that  province,  was  sent  to 
Rhode  Island  to  urge  their  co-operation/    The  Assembly 
6.      was  called  by  special  warrant.     Four  hundred  men  were 
voted  for  the  Crown  Point  expedition,  to  be  under  com- 
mand of  Col,  Christopher  Harris,  and  the  former  acts  for 
a  hundred  and  thirteen  men  were  repealed,*    Provisions 

'  Shirley's  MS.  letters,     R.  I.  Col.  Rcc.  v.  412. 

>  R.  1.  Col.  Eec.  V.  US. 

'  Sbirley's  MS,  letters.    R.  I.  Coi.  Eec.  v.  414-W. 

'  This  force  was  diyidecl  into  four  companies,  offlocred  as  follows :  Chris- 
topher Hiirria,  Colonel.  Captains — Edward  Cole,  Robert  Sterrj,  Henry 
Babcock,  Abraham  Francis.  Lieutenants — Samael  Nicbola,  DaTJd  Dexter, 
Edward  Gray,  John  Wardwell.  Ensigns — Joshua  Bill,  Thomas  Biirket,  Icba- 
bod  Babcock,  Joseph  Potter. 
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for  two  mouths,  with  ammiinition  and  warlike  stores  were  CHAP, 
ordered  to  he  sent  forward  to  Albany.     Sixty  thousand  ^^ 
pounds  in  old  teuor  bills  were  issued  to  meet  the  expen-    1755. 
ses,  redeemable  by  taxation  within   two  years,  and  the 
words  "  Crown  Point "  were  to  be  etamped  on  the  back 
of  these  notes.     Christopher  Champlin   was   appointed 
commissary  to  the  troops.    An  annual  periBion  of  fifty 
pounds  was  pledged  to  any  one  who  should  lose  a  limh  or 
be  disabled  in  the  expedition.     Acts  were  passed  to  pre- 
vent the  shipment  of  provisions  to  Prench  ports,  and  em- 
powering the  magistrates  to  arrest  all  French  subjects 
within  the  colony, 

The  jealousy  of  Khode  Island  at  any  movement  that 
might  affect  her  charter  privileges  has  often  been  noticed 
in  these  pages.  Tlie  projected  union  of  the  colonies  at 
the  late  convention  in  Albany,  and  a  contemplated  plan 
to  the  same  effect  by  the  British  ministry,  were  calculated 
to  arouse  this  feeling  in  full  vigor.  Hitherto  the  agres- 
sions of  unsympathizing  neighbors,  the  ambition  of  royal 
govei'nors,  or  the  opposition  of  ministers  to  the  democratic 
clement  embodied  iri  the  charter,  had  been  the  sources  of 
peril  which,  for  more  than  a  century,  q^uictened  the  spirit 
of  eternal  vi^lance.  A  new  direction  was  given  to  it  by 
these  proposals.  A  imion,  for  whatevei"  purpose,  that 
might  compromise  the  chartered  liberties  of  the  State, 
was  not  to  be  considered  without  long  and  serious  debate. 
The  spirit  which  thirty-five  years  later  gave  rise  to  the 
fiercest  struggle  ever  known  in  Rhode  Island,  was  now 
first  manifested  in  a  vote  of  the  Assembly  upon  a  letter 
to  be  sent  to  the  agent,  wherein  he  was  "  du-ected  to  be 
upon  his  watch,  and  if  any  thing  shall  he  moved"  in  Par- 
liament, respecting  the  plan  for  a  union  of  his  Majesty's 
northern  colonies,  projected  at  Albany,  which  may  have 
a  tendency  to  infringe  on  our  chai'tei'ed  privileges,  that  he 
use  his  utmost  endeavors  to  get  it  put  off,  until  such 
time  as  the  government  is  furnished  with  a  copy,  and 
have  opportunity  of  making  answer  thereunto,"   At  a  later 
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CHAP,  date  we  shall  have  occasion  to  revert  to  this  significant 

5^  resolution. 

1755.  A  stormy  period  in  Rhode  Island  arnials,  both  civic 

and  martial,  had  commenced.  Since  the  political  excite- 
ment ceased,  on  the  election  of  Gov.  Arnold,  at  the  close 
of  Philip's  war,  there  had  been  but  very  few  occasions 
for  the  display  of  party  spirit.  The  paper-money  system 
had  elicited  a  strong  opposition,  and  presented  the  only 
important  question  for  many  years,  to  distract  the  colony. 
But  a  new  issue  was  about  to  offer,  that  was  destined  to 
divide  the  people  down  to  the  period  when  all  minor 
matters  were  absorbed  in  the  momentous  mea8i.ires  of  in- 
dependence. Tliis  was,  to  a  great  extent,  a  merely  per- 
sonal issue  between  rival  candidates ;  bxit  it  also  com- 
bined, in  various  modes  and  degrees,  at  different  times, 
most  of  the  great  topics  that  had  ever  before  divided  the 
popidar  mind.  Questions  of  peace  or  war,  of  hard  money 
or  paper,  were  blended  with  personal  preferences  for  the 
prominent  candidates,  while  the  gi'owth  of  the  centres  of 
population  now  added  anotlier  element  of  contention, 
which  seems  for  a  time  to  have  overshadowed  all  the  rest 
in  a  struggle  between  town  and  country.  The  bitterness 
of  party  strife  is  often  developed  in  an  invenie  ratio  to 
the  mtrinsic  mei'its  of  the  controversy.  No  hostility  is  so 
keen,  as  that  wlrich  has  for  its  basis  pereons,  rather  than 
principles,  or  more  unrelenting  than  one  that,  without 
just  foundation,  an'ays  men  against  each  other,  in  some- 
thing like  a  war  of  classes,  upon  local  divisions  or  differ- 
ences of  position,  whether  geographical  or  social.  When 
position  becomes  the  criterion  of  party,  principles  soon 
perish  in  the  conflict. 

What  is  known  as  the  Ward  and  Hopkins  controversy, 
commenced  at  this  time  with  Gov.  Greene.  lie  was  on 
terms  of  most  intimate  friendship  with  Samuel  Ward, 
whose  name  will    presently    appear    in    the   struggle.' 

'  His  son,  the  second  Governor  William  Greene,  married  Catherine  Eiij 
of  New  Shoceham,  a  Bister  of  tbe  wife  of  Gov.  Samuel  Ward. 
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Tamily  pride  and  local  interests  combined  to  embitter  the  chap. 
proti-acted  fend.  The  contest  at  this  election  was  very  ^^ 
severe,  resulting  in  a  change  of  one  half  the  upper  house.  ITSS, 
Stephen  Hopkins  was  chosen  governor,  and  Jonathan  ^'^J'- 
Nichols  deputy-governor  for  two  successive  years. 

The  Assembly  placed  the  four  companies  for  Crown 
Point  upon  a  regimental  footing.  The  officers  were  to  be 
commissioned  by  tlie  council  of  war,  and  were  authorized 
to  recruit  their  rants  from  the  other  colonies,  or  from  the 
Six  Nations  if  necessary.  Transports  were  hired  at  five 
hundred  pounds  each  to  convey  the  troops,  each  company  June 
with  its  arms  and  stores  in  a  separate  vessel.  A  further 
issue  of  forty  thousand  pounds  was  made,  on  the  same  ^■ 
conditions  with  the  emission  in  llarch. 

The  defeat  and  death  of  Gen.  Braddoet,  neai-  Foi-t  July 
Duquesne,  spread  consternation  tliroughout  the  colonies. 
It  was  in  that  action  that  the  provincial  troops,  led  by 
Washington,  showed  their  superiority  over  regulare  in  the 
conduct  of  Indian  warfare,  and  were  enabled  to  cover  the 
retreat  of  the  routed  English.  To  strike  a  counter  Wow 
th  t  h  H  e  the  whole  continent  from  falling  into  the 
hi  1  th  F  ich,  was  now  imperative.  Additional 
f  n     t  1         nt  against  the  enemy  at  Crown  Point, 

an  1  0^  t  ft  t  were  made  by  all  the  colonies.  Gov. 
H  J  b  n  n  d  the  Assembly  by  special  wan'ant.  ■'^"S- 
Three  new  companies  of  fifty  men  each,  were  raised,  and 
btirrJed  forward  by  land  to  Albany,  in  order  to  reach  the 
aiToy  before  an  action  should  talie  place.  They  were 
joined  to  Col.  Harris's  command,  and  thus  increased  the 
Ehode  Island  regiment  to  five  hundred  and  fifty  men.' 
Seven  members  of  the  Assembly  protested  against  this 
levy,  on  the  ground,  that  the  colony  having  already  sent 
its  fuU  quota,  they  were  unwilling  to  burden  their  con- 

'  The  offioera  of  these  three  companies  were  as  follows;  CapttJna — John 

Whiting,  Amos  HaDimond,  William  Bradford.     Lieutenants — Benjamin  Hall, 

Stephen  Arnold  (of  Smithfiela),  Robert  Hopkins  {of  Exeter). 

Benjamin  Bosworth,  Joseph  Davia  of  (Cumberland),  Jonathan  Andrew. 

VOL.  n.— 49 
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CHAP.  Btitiients  further.  Twenty  thousand  pounds  of  Orown 
__^  Point  hills  of  credit  were  issued  to  meet  the  expenses,  on 
IT65.  the  same  terms  with  the  one  hundred  thousand  already 
emitted  this  year.  Another  appropriation  of  five  thou- 
sand pounds  was  made  to  enlai'ge  Fort  George,  and  two 
thousand  more  were  conditionally  allowed,  provided 
Newport  would  contiihute  five  thousand  for  the  same 
object.  Six  vessels  that  had  cleared  for  the  West  Indies 
and  Africa  were  embargoed,  and  a  pai't  of  their  cargo  of 
provisions  was  taken  &om  them  to  supply  the  troops. 
Complaints  having  been  made  by  Shirley,  who,  by  the 
death  of  Braddocli  became  commander-in-chief,  that  Cape 
Breton  and  other  French  colonies  received  supplies  from 
Ehodo  Island,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  examine  into 
the  facts.  They  reported  that  no  such  act  had  been  com- 
mitted, and  explained  clearly  the  circumstances  that  had 
given  rise  to  the  chai'ge.  Certain  French  subjects,  who 
for  some  months  had  been  confined  to  their  houses  under 
surveillance  of  the  committee  of  war,  were  ordered  to 
leave  the  colony  within  twenty  days.  A  law  for  the 
.relief  of  poor  and  disabled  persons  was  enacted,  refjuiring 
that  they  should  be  supported  by  their  relatives,  if  able 
to  do  so,  under  direction  of  the  justices  of  the  peace. 

Gov.  HoptinBwas  elected  chief  justice  of  the  Superior 
Court ;  a  union  of  the  highest  executive  and  judicial 
powers  in  the  colony,  as  rare  as  it  would,  at  this  day,  be 
thought  dangerous.  It  attests  the  confidence  of  the  peo- 
ple in  his  integrity  and  uncommon  mental  endowmente. 

Keanwhile,  the  colonial  army,  six  thousand  strong, 
under  Gen.  Lyman  of  Connecticut,  had  taken  post  at  the 
head  of  Hudson  Eiver,  and  buUt  Fort  Lyman,  afterward 
called  Fort  Edward.  There  they  were  joined  by  Gen. 
Johnson,  with  some  artiller}',  who  assumed  the  command, 
and  advanced  to  Late  George.  Baron  Dieskau,  with 
three  thousand  men,  marched  from  Montreal  to  besiege 
Fort  Lyman,  but,  suddenly  changing  his  plan,  turned  to 
attack  Johnson.     In  a  narrow  defile  near  Johnson's  camp^ 
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he  encountered  a  detacliment  of  Massaclmsetts  troops  and  CIIAF. 
Indians,  led  ty  Ool.  Williams,  and  Hendrick,  tlae  Kohawk  '^'^^^■ 
chief,  and  defeated  them  with  the  loss  of  botJi  their  com-  1755. 
nianders.  "VVitliin  three  miles  of  this  fatal  ravine,  was  the  ®gP'- 
main  camp,  on  the  margin  of  Lake  George.  Dieskau 
pressed  forward  to  the  attack.  The  intrenchmenta  wci'e 
incomplete,  but  a  few  heavy  guna  brought  up  from  the 
lake  opened  an  unexpected  fire,  which  disordered  the  ad- 
vancing columns  and  terrified  their  Indian  allies.  It  was 
near  noon  when  the  battle  began.  Johnson  received  a 
ball  in  the  thigh  early  in  the  fight,  and  retired  from  the 
ground,  leaving  Gen.  Lyman  in  command.  Dieskau 
fought  most  gallantly,  and  although  tliree  times  severely 
wounded,  refused  to  be  borne  off  the  held.  For  live  hours 
the  battle  raged,  sustained  by  the  courage  of  the  New 
England  troops,  who  poured  upon  the  enemy  a  continual 
lire,  "  the  most  violent  that  had  yet  been  known  in 
America."  '  Tlie  lo^  of  the  Americana  was  about  three 
himdred ;  that  of  the  ^French  more  than  three  times  that 
mimber.  The  remnants  of  Dii^kau's  army  retreated  to 
Crown  Point,  leaving  their  leader  a  prisoner  and  mortally 
wounded.  Later  in  the  day,  the  enemy's  baggage  was 
captured  by  some  U"ew  Hampshire  troops,  after  a  short 
struggle  with  the  guard.  For  this  action,  Johnson  was 
knighted,  and  received  five  thousand  pounds  from  Parlia- 
ment ;  but  the  honor  of  the  victory  belongs  to  Lyman. 
He  alone  conducted  the  battle  from  the  commencement, 
but  history  has  yet  to  accord  to  him  the  glory  which  ia 
his  due. 

Col.  Hania  had  retnmed  to  Eliode  Island,  to  obtain 
clothing  for  his  regiment,  leaving  Lieutenant-colonel  Cole, 
of  whom  Johnson  speaks  highly  as  an  active  officer,  in 
command.''  Shirley  was  at  Oswego  designing  to  attack 
Niagara.  An  army  from  Massachusetta  under  "ffinslow, 
had  gone  to  expel  the  French  from  the  Bay  of  Fundy, 

■  Bancroft,  iv.  211.  '  JoIinsoD's  MS,  letUr,  Aug,  20,  1765. 
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CHAP.  The  extent  of  the  military  opei'ations  in  hand,  required 
new  levies  of  troops  to  he  made  in  all  the  colonies,  and  on 
1755.  tbo  same  day  witli  the  hattle  of  Lake  George,  Gov.  Hop- 
^^P*-  kins  had  called  an  extra  session  of  the  Assembly  for  this 
purpose.  Of  the  tliree  companies  raised  in  August,  two 
had  already  marched  by  land  to  Albany,  and  Oapt. 
Whiting's  company,  having  been  hitherto  delayed,  was 
now  ordered  to  embark  in  a  sloop  to  join  the  army.  Four 
additional  companies  of  fifty  men  each  were  raised,  and 
sent  forward  in  all  haste  to  join  Col,  Harris's  command, 
making  the  Ehode  Island  regiment  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  men,  divided  into  eleven  companies.'  The  expenses 
of  so  large  a  force  fell  heavily  upon  the  feeble  colony, 
weakened  as  it  was  by  the  financial  derangement  which 
every  new  emission  of  paper  bUls  served  to  increase.  But 
there  was  now  no  remedy  for  this ;  the  troops  must  be 
sustained,  and  another  issue  of  Crown  Point  bills  to  the 
amount  of  sixty  tliousand  poimds  was  made. 

Fndei'  Monckton  and  Winslow,  the  French  forts  in 
the  Bay  of  Fundy  had  been  broken  up,  but  the  people  of 
!Nova  Scotia,  who,  by  the  terms  of  tlieir  suiTender  forty 
years  before,  were  excused  from  bearing  arms  against 
their  kindred,  and  hence  were  known  as  "the  neutral 
French,"  were  suspected  of  aiding  the  enemy.  It  was 
decreed  that  they  should  be  driven  from  their  native  soil, 
and  distributed  among  the  other  American  colonies. 
This  was  done  imder  circumstances  so  atrocious,  that 
history  affords  no  pai'aUel,  since  the  expulsion  of  the  Jews 
from  Spain,  to  the  violence  of  the  sufferings  inflicted  upon 
these  unhappy  Acadians. 

Although  the  war  was  so  fiercely  waged  on  the  west- 
em  contineutj  no  formal  declaration  had  yet  been  made, 

'  These  four  compiinies  were  officered  as  follows ;  Captains — Daniel 
Eosworth,  John  Potter,  Jr.,  Robert  Hopkiiia,  BarziM  Kichmonil.  Lieuten- 
ants— Ohriatopher  Hargil,  William  lUchmond,  jr.,  Ebenezer  Caboone,  Ebeii- 
eaer  Jenckes.  Ensigns — William  Wchola,  James  Tew,  jr.,  Giles  Bussell, 
Kathaniel  Peck. 
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but  depredations  upon  rrencli  commerce  had  commenced,  OHAF' 
and  tlie  channel  ports  were  thronged  with  French  prizes.'    "^^^^^ 
This  system  of  reprisals  had  begun  somewhat  earher  in    1755. 
the  colonies,     A  vessel  belonging  to  the  Karqnjs  of  Lam- 
bertie,  which  had  put  in  to  iNewport  in  June,  was  there 
seized  and  condemned  by  tlie  Court  of  Admu-alty,  and 
the  marquis  imprisoned,  under  the  act  for  that  pui-pose, 
until  sent  to  England,  where  he  complained  of  his  treat- 
ment in  Rhode  Island,  but  obtained  no  redress. 

Shirley  deaued  a  conference  with  the  several  gov- 
ernoi-s,  to  be  held  at  New  Tort,  to  an-ange  a  plan  of  cam- 
paign for  tlie  nest  year.  The  Genei-al  Assembly  appoint-  Oct. 
ed  Gov.  Hopkins  and  Daniel  Updike  as  delegates  to  this 
convention.  One  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  pounds  in 
old  tenor  bills  had  been  issued  the  present  year,  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  war.  To  redeem  a  portion  of  this  Crown 
Point  paper,  as  it  was  called,  a  tax  of  seventy  thousand 
pounds  was  levied  upon  the  colony,  one-fifth  of  which,  as 
in  the  last  tax,  was  assessed  oa  Newport. 

The  progress  of  the  war  in  America  led  to  the  estab-    Nov. 
lishment,  by  the  post-ofBee  department,  of  a  monthly  hne 
of  paeketB  between  Falmouth  and  New  York.     Letters 
of  thanks  were  sent  to  all  the  colonies  for  then-  zeal  in  the      n 
common  cause.' 

The  Board  of  Trade  forwarded  a  series  of  inquiries  into 
the  condition  of  tho  colony,  similar  to  those  before  ema- 
nating from  that  source.  Upon  ilis  reception,  the  Assem-  Deo. 
bly  was  again  called  together,,  and  adopted  measures  to  ^2. 
furnish  the  required  information.  A  census  was  taken. 
Tlie  population  of  the  colony  was  found  to  be  but  little 
short  of  forty  thousand,  of  whom  about  thirty-six  tlion- 
eand  were  whites,  and  tlie  number  of  men  capable  of 
beaiing  arms  was  eight  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
two,  of  whom  about  fifteen  hundred  were  soon  after  en- 
gaged in  manning  privateers.     Shirley  having  disbanded 

'  Partridge's  MS.  letter,  September  13. 

°  That  to  thia  colony  is  in  E,  I.  Col.  Rec.  v.  i6l. 
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CHAP,  the  greater  portion  of  the  army  for  the  winter,  the  Assem- 
xvil,    ijjy  voted  to  retain  a  hundred  and  eighty-iive  men  in 

1156.  military  service,  one  hundred  of  them  at  home,  and  tlie 
others  in  the  ganieons  of  Tort  Edward  and  Fort  "William 
Hemy,  near  Lahe  George.    The   Rhode  Island  troops 

Jan.  were  at  the  latter  fort,  and  formed  nearly  one-third  of  the 
garrison.  Capt.  "Whiting,  of  the  fifth  Rhode  Island  com- 
pany, was  made  forf^-major  and  adjutant  of  the  garrison, 
and  his  conduct  is  highly  commended  in  tlie  ofiieial  re- 
ports,^ 

Jet.  The  reduction  of  Crown  Point  was  definitely  ahan- 

doned  for  the  winter  by  Shirley.  In  fact,  some  of  the  co- 
lonial Assemblies  were  dissatisfied  with  the  resiilts  of  the 
past  year,  and  had  lost  confidence  in  tlie  commander-in- 
chief,  Hhode  Island  did  not  share  in  this  distrast,  but 
continned  her  jjreparatione  to  tahe  the  field  in  the  coming 
spring.     A  regiment  of  five  lumdred  men,  including  the 

3g_  company  at  Fort  "William  Henry,  was  voted,  divided  into 
ten  companies,  and  ofiicered."  A  voteof  thanhsto  Kajor- 
General  Johnson  and  to  Capt.  "William  Eyre,  engineer-in- 
chief,  for  their  services  in  the  late  campaign,  was  adopted. 
Tlie  militia  act  was  amended.  Five  thousand  pounds,  in 
addition  to  the  previous  sums,  were  appropriated  to  re- 
b  '11  F  t  G  orge,  John  Eodgers,  and  others  of  E"ew- 
p        f     n    ly   commissioned   officers,  hnt  now  exempt 

C      m    d     Gasier'sMS.  letter  of  Jojiuary  12.    E.  I.  Col.  Keo.  t.  472. 

T        ffi  this  regiment  were  as  follows;   Christopher  Harris, 

C  ris      h  c  Cbamplin,  jr.,  Lieut.  Col. ;   Samnel  Aogel,  Mnjor ; 

T    m     B  Lieut.,  and  Elkanah  Spear,  2d  Lieut,  of  Col.  H.'s  oom- 

pnnj.  William  lUohmond,  jr.,  1st,  and  Benjamin  Bosworth,  2d  Lient.  of 
Lieut.  Col.  C.'s  coiapanj.  Silas  Cook,  Ist  IJeut.,  and  Mark  Noble  2d  Lieut, 
of  Major  A.'s  oompiuiy.  Of  the  other  sii  companies  now  raised  the  officers 
■were :  Captains — George  Gardner,  jr.,  Henry  Babcock,  Barzillai  Richmond, 
John  Potter,  jr.,  Daniel  Boaworth,  Amos  Hammond,  1st  Lieulenanls — 
John  Linscomb,  Giles  Rassel,  Joseph  Davis,  Grindal  Reynolds,  Christopher 
Hargil,  Samael  Champlin.  2d  Lieutenants — James  Tew,  jr.,  Samuel  Hearne, 
Nathaniel  Peck,  George  Shearman,  Edward  Talby,  Samuel  Eose,  Joshua 
Brown  was  made  2d  lieutenant  of  Capt.  John  Whiting's  company  at  Fort 
WilHam  Hentj-.  Euftis  Hopidna,  commissary.  In  May,  Giles  Russel  was 
made  adjutant  of  the  regiment,  and  Ephraim  Starkweather,  chaplain. 
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from  military  duty,  petitioned  for  a  ciaito',  and  wore  in-  chap. 
corporated  aa  an  independent  company.      The  martial   ^^^^■ 
spirit  of  the  people  was  thoroughly  roused,  and  no  efforts    1Y56. 
were  spared  to  render  efttcient  service  to  the  common    ^*^' 
cause.     To  meet  tlie  expense,  an  issue  of  eight  thousand 
pounds  in  bills  of  credit  of  a  new  form,  called  "  lawful 
money,"  was  made.     These  hills  were  printed  in  type ; 
they  were  to  pass  at  the  rate  of  those  in  the  neighboring 
colonies ;  their  value  was   stated  in   silver  at   six  and 
eigbtpence  an  ounce,  and  they  were  dated  from  the  pass-     27. 
age  of  the  act.     Any  money  that  might  be  received  from 
England  for  war  expenses,  was  to  be  used  in  redeeming 
the  Crown  Point  bills.     The  balance  of  them  was  to  be 
sunk  hj  taxation ;  and  finally,  the  value  of  old  or  new 
tenor  paper  was  not  to  be  effected  by  these  lawful  money 
biila.     Spanish  dollai-s  had  begun  to  appear  in  cuxiula- 
tion,  and  tho  genius  of  counterfeiters,  hitherto  exercised 
on  the  paper  money,  was  now  directed  to  this  more  reKa- 
ble  currency. 

Shirley  w^  superseded  as  commander-in-chief  in  Mar. 
America,  by  Lord  ioudoun,  who  was  to  bring  out  with 
him  a  large  force  of  regular  troops  to  prosecute  the  war 
with  vigor.  To  encourage  the  colonists  to  renewed  exer- 
tions, a  grant  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  pounds 
sterling  was  made  towards  tlieir  expenses  during  the  past 
year,' 

The  General  Assembly  ordered  the  regiment  to  be  May  5. 
completed  by  impressment  if  necessary.  A  large  quanti- 
ty of  military  stores  to  ann  the  troops  were  received  from 
Shirley.  John  "Wanton  and  othera  petitioned  that  sea 
captains  be  drafted  to  exercise  at  the  guns  on  Fort 
George,  in  lieu  of  other  military  duty,  and  the  captain  of 
the  fort  was  empowered  to  enlist  fifty  men  for  that  pur- 
pose.    William  Mumford  was   chosen  to  command  the 

'  The  amount  aeaigned  to  R.  I.  from  this  grant  was  £6,684  123.  Sd., 
which  was  received  in  gold  and  silver,  in  September.  See  Apthorpe  &  Sons' 
letter  and  order  of  Slst  August,  1156.     R.  I.  Col.  Rec.  v.  ESS. 
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CHAP.  fort.     The  Aaaemlaly  appointed  the  twentieth  of  May  as 

,___^___^  a  day  of  faating  and  prayer,  and  the  governor  issued  his 

1756.    proclamation  accordingly.    This  is  the  earliest  record  we 

find  of  a  public  fast  day  in  this  colony,  appointed  by  the 

Assembly.     The  British  fleet  at  Halifax  required  seamen, 

May     and  Shirley  wrote  to  Gov.  Hoptins  to  ship  as  many  sailors 

as  possible  for  that  service,  and  also  to  hasten  forward  the 

land  forces  to  Albany. 

At  length,  after  two  years  of  active  war  on  the  "West- 
ern continent,  and  several  months  of  actual  hostilities  in 
IS-     Europe,  war  was  formally  proclaimed  by  Great  Britain, 
and  shortly  afterward  declared  by  France. 

The  "  seven  years  war,"  so  called,  dates  from  tliis 
period,  but  to  America  it  was,  in  fact,  a  nine  yeai-s  con- 
flict. 

The  derangement  of  the  currency,  and  the  expenses  of 
the  war,  bore  heavily  on  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the 
colony.     Failures  in  business  became  so  frequent,  that  a 
Jane    genei'al  act  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors  was  passed. 
The  debtor,  upon  em'rendering  all  his  property  for  the 
satisfaction  of  his  creditorB,  was  thereby  released  from 
further  liability  for  debts  contracted  prior  to  his  tahing 
the  benefit  of  the  act     The  prepai'ations  for  war  were 
stimulated  by  the  appointment  of  the  Earl  of  Loudoun, 
and  were  nowhere  more  actively  pursued   than  in  this 
2^      colony.     Gen.  "Winslow  asserts  in  a  letter  to  the  governor, 
that  Ehode  Island  "  comes  nearest  up  to  their  quota." 
23      Tlie  Assembly  was  convened,  by  special  warrant,  to  pre- 
vent the  exportation  of  provisions,  and  military  stores,  and 
to  provide  for  maintaining  tlie  ti'oops  expected  from  Eng- 
land.    It  was  voted  to  enlist  one  hundred  additional  men, 
exclusive  of  ofiicers,  to  be  sent  in  two  companies  on  the 
expedition  against  Grown  Point.     A  deputy-commissary' 
for  the  forces  was  appointed  to  assist  Mr.  Hopkins.     Upon 
^y    the  day  of  his  arrival  at  New  York,  Lord  Loudoun  wrote 
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to  Gov,  Hopkins  for  copies  of  tlie  votes  of  the  Aaseinbly  chap. 
for  raising  troops,  and  of  the  insti-uctions  given  to  them.  __^ 
The  activity  of  the  French,  and  a  difiienlty  in  aiTanging    1756. 
the  terms  upon  "which  tlie  provincial  troops  would  serve 
with  the  regulars  under  Loudoun,  rec[ujred  his  immediate 
presence  with   the   army   at  Albany.     Tlie   capture   of 
Oswego,  with  a  large   quantity  of   military   stores  hy    Aug. 
Montcalm,  the  successor  of  Diealrau,  caused  an  urgent     ■'*■ 
letter  from  Loudoun  to  Gov.  Hopkins,  asking  for  more     20. 
troops,  and  a  supply  of  teams  for  ti'ansport  purposes  to  be 
sent  from  Ehode  Island."    These  incessant  drains  upon 
the  resources  of  the  colony  for  the  war  upon  land,  did  not 
subdue  the  spirit  of  naval  enterprise.     Privateers  were 
fitted  out,  as  in  tlie  fonner  war,  and  one  of  them,  the  Foy, 
of  eighteen  gmis  and  a  hnndi'ed  and  eighty  men,  was 
placed  in  command  of  Capt.  Dennis,  the  hero  of  Marti- 
nique, who   sailed  for  the  Spanish  main,  his  old  cruising     33 
ground,  but  was  never  heard  from  again.' 

The  letter  of  the  Earl  of  Loudoun  was  communicated  23. 
to  tlie  Assembly  with  a  message  from  the  governor,  in- 
dicating the  important  subjects  that  required  tlieir  delib- 
eration. These  were :  in  what  manner  the  bills  of  credit 
should  be  called  in  and  sunk  ivith  the  money  lately  re- 
ceived from  England  ;  how  the  remaining  feUIa  shoidd  be 
redeemed  or  made  available  to  preserve  the  credit  of  the 
colony  ;  and  how  the  treasuiy  could  be  suppKed,  as  the 
Crown  Point  appropriations  were  exhausted,  while  the 
exigencies  of  the  war  were  imperative',  Tliese  were  mat- 
ters of  vast  impoi-tanee,  but  of  which  the  solution  was 
most  difficult.  The  Crown  Point  bills  were  ordered  to  be 
called  in,  and  two-thirds  of  them  to  be  redeemed  at  the 
rate  of  four  pounds  for  a  Spanish  dollar,  and  the  other 

'  R.  I,  Col.  Kee.  v.  510. 

'  Ho  was  the  fiith«r  of  Capt.  William  Dennis,  ivlio,  during  the  revolu- 
tionurj  irar,  in  whieli  he  commanded  thirteea  privateers,  fullj  sustained  the 
fame  of  his  gallant  sire.    Bull's  Memoir  of  Rhode  lalaiid. 

'  E.  I.  Col.  Keo.  V.  502. 
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CHAP.  one-tliii.-d  hj  promissory  notes  of  the  treasurer,  payable  at 

^^^^'   the  same  rate,  on  or  before  the  close  of  the  next  year. 

1753.  Tlie  war  committee  was  awthorized  to  contract  a  loan  of 
fifty  thousand  pounds,  old  tenor,  at  six  per  cent.,  to  meet 
which  a  tax  of  fifty-three  thonsand  pomids  was  assessed 
upon  the  colony.  The  circulation  of  the  bills  of  other 
colonies  was  prohibited.  Messengei's  were  dispatched  to 
confer  with  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts  upon  tlio 
threatened  advance  of  the  victorious  French,  and  measures 
were  taken  to  provide  arms,  provisions,  and  stores  for  five 
hundred  men.  A  gamson  of  twenty  men,  under  Lieut. 
Caleb  Carr,  was  placed  at  Fort  George,  and  a  lottery  of 
ten  tliousand  pounds  was  granted,  the  proceeds  to  be  used 
in  repairing  the  fort. 

Qgpt  While  the  Assembly  was  holding  an  adjotimed  aes- 

8.  sion,  the  deputy-governor,  Jonathan  Nichols,  died.'  Dur- 
ing tlie  funeral,  minute'  gims  were  fired  from  the  fort. 
John  Gardner,  who  had  held  the  office  two  years  before, 
was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy,  and  retained  tlie  poet 
through  all  the  changes  of  party,  for  eight  successive 
yeai-s  until  his  deatli.  News  of  the  advance  of  the  French 
army  upon  Lake  George,  occasioned  a  special  session  of 

Q,,t_  the  Assembly.  It  was  voted  to  raise  four  hundred  men, 
14.  and  send  them  forward  with  all  haste  to  Albany.  The 
list,  from  which  drafts  were  to  be  made,  included  every 
man  between  sixteen  and  sixty  years  of  age,  except  pub- 
lie  officers,  ministers,  and  those  who  made  oath  or  affir- 
mation that  it  was  against  their  conscience  to  beai'  arms. 
The  governor  ■was  chosen  colonel  of  the  regiment.'  Six 
thousand  pounds  in  "  lawful  money  "  biUs  of  credit  were 
issued  to  meet  the  expenses  of  this  new  levy.  A  special 
20.     Court  of  Admiralty,  composed  of  seven  commissioners 

'  He  was  the  soa  of  Dep.  Gov.  Jonathiin  Kicliola,  who  also  died  ivliilc  in 
that  office,  in  1^21. 

^  The  list  of  oEBcers  for  these  eight  companies  is  not  giTCti,  because  in 
a  few  dajs  an  order  came  from  the  Earl  of  Loudoun  to  countermand  their 
inarching,  and  tliej  were  disbanded. 
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from  Boston,  was  convened  at  Providence  for  the  trial  of  "^^F- 
Capt.  Joseph  Hughes,  for  the  murder  of  Michael  Clarke.  ^— ^ 
He  was  convicted,  and  sentenced  to  death.   The  small-pox    ^''^■ 
having  broken  out  among  the  army  at  Albany,  the  As-     2Y.' 
aembly  voted  to  delay  the  marching  of  the  new  regiment, 
till  an  express  conld  he  sent  to  Lord  Loudoun  for  orders. 
These  orders,  to  withhold  the  troops,  as  the  season  was  too 
far  advanced  for  furtlier  operations,  were  already  on  the 
way,   and,  npon  their  reception,  the   soldiers  were   dis- 
charged by  vote  of  the  Assembly.     A  large  amount  of    '^°/- 
Crown  Point  bills  were  biirnt  at  this  session. 

The  iiiTnness  with  which  the  General  Assembly  as- 
serted its  authority,  has  before  been  exemplified  in  these 
pages.  Another  ease  occurred  at  this  time.  One  Samuel 
Thayer,  being  accused  of  applying  abusive  language  to 
that  body,  was  brought  before  them  by  warrant,  and  hav- 
ing confessed  the  act,  was  committed  to  jail  in  Providence. 

The  ill  success  of  this  campaign  in  Amei'ica,  led  to  a 
change  in  the  British  ministry,  by  which  William  Pitt 
took  the  place  lately  held  by  Pox  as  an  under  Secretary 
of  State,  of  which  the  usual  notice  was  sent  to  all  the  Deo.  7. 
colonies.     The  Earl  of  Loudoun  proposed  a  council  of 
governors  and  commissioners  to  be  held  at  Boston  in  Jan- 
uary, to  arrange  the  next  campaign,  and  in  his  letter  to 
Gov,  Hopkins,  desired  that  the  several  legislatures  might     33. 
be  convened  at  tlie  same  time.'    In  consequence  of  this, 
the  Assembly  met  at  Providence  to  appoint  and  instruct    l'''^'^- 
theii-  commissioners.     The  governor,  with  James  Hony-      jof 
man  and  George  Brown  were  chosen  to  attend  the  coun- 
cil.   They  were  instnicted   to  report  to  Lord  Loudoun 
the  exact  condition  of  the  colony,  to  request  him  to  repre- 
sent it  to  the  King,  and  to  ^k  a  suitable  allowance  for 
the  military  stores  furnished  in  the  past  year.     They  were 
also  to  recommend  to  his  lordship  Capt.  Walter  Chaloner, 
who  had  held   a  commission  in  the  expedition  against 
Carthagena,  as  a  poraon  deserving  of  his  favor. 

'  R.  I.  Co!.  Eec.  t.  670, 
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CHAP.         Loxidoun'a  plan  of  operations  for  tlie  coining  season, 
,^J^  submitted  to  the  Congress  at  Boston,  was  chiefly  defen- 
1757.    sive.     An  attempt  to  recover  Louisbnrg  was  tlie  only  ag- 
■[?■     gressire  measure    proposed.      "While  the  council   were 
26.     deliberating,  a  special  session  of  the  Assembly  was  called 
by  the  deputy-governor,  to  act  upon  a  letter  from  Gov, 
Hopkins,  relating  to  the  part  which  Ehode  Island  was  to 
take  in  the  next  campaign.     This  being  done,  the  Assem- 
bly adjourned  for  a  few  days  to  await  further  action  of 
Feb.    the  council.     Private  business  occupied  the  week,  until 
^-      the  Congress  broke  up,  when  Gov.  Hopkins  and  the  other 
7,       commissioners  resumed  theu-  seats  in  the  Assembly.     The 
mode  of  aecertaining  the  value  of  rateable  estates  w^ 
revised,  with   a  view  to   the  proper  apportionment  of 
taxes  among  the  towns.     It  was  resolved  to  bui!d  a  sloop 
of  war  of  a  hundred  and  twenty  tons  to  guard  the  coast,' 
and  to  raise  a  force  of  four  hundi'ed  and  fifty  men,  in  five 
companies,  to  serve  for  one  yeai'  under  command  of  the 
Earl  of  Loudomi,'     The  treasurer  was  empowered  to  hire 
sixty  thousand  pounds,  old  tenor,  for  six  months,  and  a 
tax  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  was  f^sessed  to  re- 
deem the  loan.     The  plans  of  the   commander-in-chief 
required  that  an  embargo  should  be  laid  on  all  the  north- 
Mui'.    em  ports.     He  therefore  wrote  to  Ehode  Island,  recora- 
a. 

'  Obadiuli  and  George  Brown,  nnd  Josepli  Sheldon,  wera  ttia  oommittee 
10  build  the  vessel,  charging  nothing  for  their  services.  She  never  tvent  to 
sea,  but  was  ordered  to  be  Bold  for  the  benoUt  of  the  colony  bj  the  As- 
sembly, in  Decembe:',  1153. 

'  Col.  Samuei  Angei  was  olioaeu  to  eonimand  the  regiment,  and  Dr. 
Wiliifim  Hunter  served  as  surgeon.  "  Dr.  Hunter  gave  the  first  eourae  of 
medieal  lectures  ever  delivered  in  America."  Tbey  were  given  in  1764, 1765, 
and  1756,  and  drew  many  pupils  from  abroad.  Dr.  Usher  Parsons^  speech 
at  the  Ee-Titiion  at  X'eioport,  Aiig.  23,  1859.  The  Other  officers  were ;  Cap- 
tains—George Gardner,  JohnFotter,  John  Whithig,,rereniiah  Greene,  Daniel 
Wall.  Ist  Lieutenants—Christopher  Hat^l,  Elliiinah  Bpear,  Jamea  Tew,  jr., 
Giles  Eussel,  Nathaniel  Peclr.  2d  Do.— Isaac  Wilbore,  Marit  Noble,  George 
Shearman,  Samuei  Hearn,  Edward  Tallbee.  Ensigns — Israel  Pecit,  Samuel 
Saunders,  Amos  Whiting,  Geof&ey  Wilcos,  jr.,  Abel  Gibbs.  Christopher 
Nichols  woa  chosen  surgeon's  mate. 
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mending  tliat  course,  -which  was  adopted.    The  Assembly  chap. 
renewed  the  garrison  at  Fori;  George.     Tti©  demands  of  ^.,^ 
the  war  caused  so  great  a  scarcity  of  military  stores,  that    175T. 
the  lead  roofing  of  the  court-honse  at  Newport  was  order-     j^' 
ed  to  be  removed  and  placed  in  chai'ge  of  the  sheriff  for 
the  use  of  tlie  colony.    The  governor  was  empowered  to 
send  oat  a  vessel  to  defend  tlie  coast,  in  case  the  enemy 
should  appear.     The  privateer  Abererombie,  Capt.  Joseph 
Eirers,  was  hired  by  the  government  for  this  purpose. 
The  people  in  tlie  north  part  of  "Westerly,  petitioned  for 
a  division  of  the  town.     This  was  granted,  and  that  por- 
tion of  Westerly  north  of  Pawcatuek  Kiver  was  incorpo- 
rated, with  tlie  name  of  Hopkinton. 

At  the  annual  election,  the  Ward  party  tiimnphed  in  May  4. 
the  choice  of  Gov.  "William  Greene,  and  seven  of  the  ten 
assistants.     But  the  policy  of  the  government  in  regard  to 
the  war,  was  not  affected  by  the  change  of  officers.    The 
new  Assembly,  in  consequence  of  an  appeal  from  Lord 
Loudoun,  voted  to  raise  an  additional  force  of  a  himdred 
and  fifty  men  to  be  ready  in  case  of  requisition  from  Major- 
Gen.  Webb,  then  in  command  at  Fort  Edward,    Tlie  at- 
tack on  Louisburg  was  prevented  by  the  activity  of  the 
French.     A  powerful  fleet,  including  seventeen  ships  of 
the  line,  sailed  from  Brest  for  IsTorth  America,  five  days      3. 
before  Admkal  Holbume,  with  twenty  ships,  eaiTying  ten 
hundred   and  forty  guns,  and   six  tJiouaand  troops,  left      8. 
Cork  for  Halifax.'     Meanwhile,  great  preparations  were 
made  by  Loudoun  to  co-operate  with  Holbunie,  and  it 
was  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  receiving  intelligence  of 
the  proposed  expedition  that  the  embargo  had  been  laid. 
This  useless  annoyance  vexed  the  colonists.     Yiolations    June 
of  the  embargo  were  frequent,  and  are  complained  of  by      ^■ 
Loudoun  in  a  letter  to  Ehode  Island.     Tlie  Assembly      18. 
took  up  the  subject,  and  pt^sed  a  stringent  act,  punishing 

!,  1757,  contains  n  list  of  Ad- 
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■  with  imprisonment  and  forfeitnre  of  the  vessel,  any  who 
,  should  caiTj  on  trade  with  the  French  West  Indies. 

Angustna  Johnston  was  elected  attorney-general  in 
place  of  Daniel  Updike  deceased,'  The  population  of 
Prudence  Island,  an  appendage  of  the  town  of  Ports- 
mouth, had  become  so  large,  that  in  consequence  of  the 
inconvenience  of  attending  the  militia  trainings  in  that 
town,  a  separate  military  company  for  the  island  was  or- 
ganized by  the  Assembly,  Many  slaves  had  been  carried 
to  sea  on  privateers  and  merchant  vessels,  without  consent 
of  their  owners.  To  prevent  this,  a  fine  of  five  hundred 
pounds  was  imposed  upon  any  captain  who  should  thus 
ahdnct  a  slave,  and  a  right  of  action  against  the  captain 
or  owners  of  the  vessel  to  recover  double  damages,  was 
allowed.  Liberty  to  search  any  vessel  suspected  of  con- 
cealing slaves  was  granted  by  tlie  act.  The  war  vessel 
built  for  the  colony  was  ordered  to  be  rigged  aa  a  brigan- 
tine. 

The  controversy  between  Samuel  Ward  and  Stephen 
Hopkins,  had  now  progressed  beyond  the  limits  of  politi- 
cal difference,  and  become  a  bitter  personal  contest,  in 
which  the  interference  of  the  legislature  was  invoked. 
Gov,  Hopkins  brought  a  suit  against  Ward  for  slander, 
laying  his  damages  at  twenty  thousand  pounds.  The 
trial  was  to  come  on  the  next  week  in  Providence,  where 
Hopkins  resided.  Ward  had  petitioned  the  Assembly  in 
May  for  a  change  of  venue,  alleging  that  the  plaintiff's 
influence  in  tlie  county  of  Providence  would  preclude  an 
impartial  trial,  and  also  that  his  own  life  had  been  threatr 
ened  by  tlie  excited  partisans  of  his  opponent,  Hopkins 
was  served  with  a  copy  of  the  petition,  and  cited  to  appear 
at  this  session,  and  was  required,  meanwhile,  to  stay  pro- 
ceedings. He  evaded  the  order  by  withdrawing  his  suit, 
and  commencing  a  new  one  for  the  same  cause.     Both 

'  Mr.  Updike  had  serraii  for  twenty-foar  jeora  as  Attornej- General  of 
tlie  colony— from  1722  to  1732,  and  from  1743  till  his  death,  May  16, 1757. 
Ho  was  a  fioe  scholar  and  a  distinguished  adrocate. 
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parties  now  appeared  before  tlie  Assembly,  and  agreed  in  CHAP, 
writing  that  the  plaintiff  would  withdraw  his  action  in  __^ 
ProTidenee,  provided  the  defendant  would  meet  him  at   1757. 
Kehoboth,  on  or  before  the  twenty-third  instant,  there  to 
he  arrested,  and  the  action  to  he  tried  under  tlie  Massa- 
chusetts  laws ;  the  defendant  waiving  the  plea  of  want 
of  jurisdiction.     This   agreement  was   allowed,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  ABsembly.' 

After  much  delay,  the  Earl  of  Loudoun  sailed  from     an^ 
New  York  with  six  thousand  troops  to  join  the  British 
fleet  at  Halifax ;  but  the  arrival  of  the  French  squadron 
in  the  liarbor  of  Lotiisburg,  frustrated  the  plan,     Loudoan 
returned  to  !N^ew  York  too  late  to  prevent  the  effect  of 
his  folly ;  for  no  sooner  had  the  expedition  sailed,  than  a 
grand  demonstration  was  planned  and  executed  hy  the 
energy  of  Montcahn.     This  was  an  attack  on  the  posts    July 
neai-  Lake  George.    Tlie  advance  of  the  French  aniiy  led 
Major-Gen.  Webb   to   call  on  the  colonies  for  their  re- 
serve forces,  and  a  pressing  letter  was  sent  to  Rhode     80. 
Island  for  the  himdred  and  fifty  men  to  march  at  once  to 
the  scene  of  conflict.     Fort  "William  Henry  was  gan-isoned 
hy  two  thousand  men  nnder  Col.  Monroe,  when  Mont- 
calm commenced  the  siege  with  an  aimy  of  eleven  thou-    Aug. 
sand  French  and  Indians.'    I^o  assistance  was  sent  by 
Webb,  who  was  at  Fort  Edward,  only  fom'teen  miles  dis- 
tant, with  four  thousand  men.     After  a  gallant  but  hope- 
less defence  for  six  days,  Monroe  suiTcndered  with  the      9. 
honors  of  war.     The  alaim  occasioned  by  this  disaster, 

'  Hopkina  commenced  his  action  on  June  20,  iTSt,  at  tlie  Common  Pleas 
in  WorceEtar,  Mass.  The  writ  was  Ecrved  at  R«liobot]i  in  August,  and  a 
bond  for  £5,000,  the  amount  of  damages  laid  in  the  writ,  was  talten  of 
Ward.  The  case  was  tried  in  September,  and  verdict  given  for  the  defend- 
ant. Hopliins  appealed  to  the  Superior  Court,  to  meet  at  Worcester  the 
same  month.  The  case  was  continued,  and  meanwhile  submitted  to  a 
reference,  and  at  the  end  of  two  years,  inSeptember,  1159,  was  finally  with- 
drawn, Hopldns  pajing  the  costs  of  suit,  taxed  at  £23  13s.  9d.,  for  which 
aum  execuUon  was  issued  September  13,  1160.  A  report  of  this  case  is 
given  in  the  Monthly  Law  Eeporter  for  October,  1B69,  vol.  22,  pp.  837-89, 

'  Capt.  Gliristie's  letter  of  August  6,  l'!5'I, 
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CHAP,  was  intense  throughout  tlie  colonies.     Before  ilic  reaiilt 
.^^^  was  known  in  Khode  Island,  the  Assembly  had  been  eon- 
175T.    vened  in  consequence  of  advices  from  the  seat  of  war. 
One-sixth  part  of  the  entire  militia  of  the  colony  were  or- 
dered to  be  drafted  for  the  service,  and  to  rendezvous  at 
Providence  and  Kingstown  within  one  week,  thence  to 
proceed  on  horseback  to  Albany,     Tliey  were  to  form  one 
I'egiment,  for  which  officei-s  were  appointed.'    The  treas- 
urer was  authorized  to  malfe  a  loan  for  this  object,  and 
the  governor  and  council  were  empowered  to  raise  yet 
more  troops  in  case  they  should  be  called  for  by  Major- 
Gen.  "Webb,  dui'ing  the  recess  of  the  Assembly.     But 
Montcalm,  instead  of  following  up  his  success  as  was  ex- 
pected, withdrew  with  his  army  into  Canada.     The  colo- 
nial forces  were  placed  on  the  winter  establishment.     The 
larger  number  were  dismissed,  and  a  corps  of  rangers  was 
Sept.    oi'ganized  for  winter  service.      Tlie   quota  assigned  to 
7.      Ehode  Island,  by  order  of  the  Earl  of  Loudoun,  was 
-[9^     ninety  men.     The  Assembly  voted  to  retain  seventy  men 
in  the  service,  and  to  send  transports  to  Albany  to  bring 
back  tlie  remainder  of  the  soldiers.     Flags  of  truce  were 
equipped  to  convey  away  the  French  prisoners,  and  the 
masters  of  such  vessels  were  required  to  give  bonds  to  the 
amount  of  a  thousand  pounds  sterling,  not  to  take  any 
merchandise  undei'  cover  of  their  flags.     A  tax  of  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  pounds,  old  tenor,  was  assessed, 
one-flfth  of  whieli  was  appointed  to  Newport. 
Q^j.  g  Lord  Loudoun  was  incensed  that  the  Assembly  had 

voted  to  retain  but  seventy  rangers  instead  of  ninety,  as 
he  bad  demanded,  and  wrote  a  sliai-p letter  on  the  subject, 
wherein  he  forgot  his  own  proposition,  and  states  the  re- 
qiiired  quota  to  be  one  himdred  men.  The  letter,  although 
unjust  in  its  charges,  and  insultmg  in  its  tone,  had  the 
desired  effect  upon  the  Assembly,  who,  at  their  next  ses- 
20.     sion,  voted  thirty  additional  men  for  the  ranger's  coi-ps, 
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and  also  resolved  to  re-enlist  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  chap. 
retuniiiig  troops,  to  be  billeted  on  the  colony  ready  for  ^_,.^^. 
any  emergency.  The  regiment  so  expeditiously  raised  in  17BT. 
August,  had  proceeded  some  distance  into  Connecticut 
when  it  was  recalled,  and  provision  for  the  payment  of 
the  men  was  now  made.  A  tax  of  four  thousand  pounds 
in  "  lawful  money  "  biUs,  emitted  eai-ly  in  the  previous 
year,  was  assessed  in  order  to  call  in  those  bills.  An  idea 
of  the  value  of  the  old  tenor  bills  may  he  formed  from  a 
scale  adopted  at  this  session  in  the  payment  for  provisions 
furnished  to  the  troops.  Pork  w£ia  valued  at  six  shillings 
and  sixpence  a  pound,  dried  beef  and  cheese  at  six  shil- 
lings, and  hams  at  eight  shillingB.  A  memorial  was 
presented  from  merchants  in  Providence,  setting  forth 
that  a  large  number  of  private  men-of-war  were  owned  in 
the  colony,  and  that  there  were  no  adec[uate  means  of  con- 
demning prizes,  no  judge  of  Vice-Admiralty  residing  in 
the  colony,  but  only  a  deputy,  whose  acts  were  controlled 
by  his  superior  who  lived  elsewhere,  and  praying,  as  a 
remedy  for  the  inconveniences  and  expenses  thereby  re- 
sulting, that  application  be  made  to.  the  colony's  agent  in 
England,  for  some  suitable  person  to  he  appointed  Judge 
of  the  Coiu-t  of  Vice-Admiralty,  within  and  for  this 
colony.  The  governor  waa  requested  to  prepare  the  let- 
ter, and  to  recommend  Col.  John  Andrews  for  the  place,' 
and  also  to  inform  the  Earl  of  Loudoun  of  the  action  of 
the  Assembly  in  regard  to  the  quota  of  rangers,  and  the 
additional  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  retained  in  the 
service. 

The  letter  of  Gov,  Greene  to  Lord  Loudoun,  changed    Out 
the  tone  of  the  Earl's  commimications.     Li  his  reply  he 
compliments  tlie  colony  more  highly  for  its  pnbHc  spirit,    Nov. 
than  he  had  before  abused  it  for  the  partial  neglect  of  his 
commands,  and  promises  to  represent  its  zeal  and  loyalty 

'  John  Andrews,  Esq.,  reoeiveii  tlie  ftppomtment  of  Judge  of  tha  Ad- 
miraltj  Court  of  the  colonj  ot  Rhode  Island,  by  order  of  the  Admiralty 
Commissioners,  May  13,  1753. 
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CHAP,  ill  the  highest  terms  to  the  King,     He  retained  hut  ninety 

^^  Ehodo  Island  troops,  who  were  quartei'ed  at  Sai'atoga, 

173T.    and  sent  the  remainder  home. 

The  ill-success  of  the  wai-  up  to  this  time,  exasperated 
the  English  people,  and  compelled  a  change  in  the  minis- 
try, Pitt,  who  eai'ly  in  the  year  had  lost  his  place  ui  the 
cabinet,  was  recalled  and  given  a  higher  position  as  See- 
retaiy  of  State,  where,  under  the  nominal  leadership  of 
Newcastle,  he  soon  became  the  virtual  premier,  and  as- 
sumed the  whole  conduct  of  the  war.  More  vigorous 
Deo.  measures  were  now  talien  against  the  French.  A  eircn- 
^^-  lar  was  sent  to  all  the  colonies,  calHng  on  them  to  raise 
twenty  thousand  men,  who  should  he  equipped  by  the 
home  government,  and  promising  assistance  from  Parlia- 
ment towards  theh*  payment.  The  Earl  of  Loudoun  was 
superseded  by  iMajor-Gen.  Abercrombie  in  the  chief  com- 
mand. 

1788.  Another  annual  council  of  war  was  called  by  Lord 
y  ■  Loudotm  to  meet  at  Hartford.  .The  Assembly  appointed 
the  governor,  with  Col.  John  Andrews,  and  Samuel  Ward 
to  attend  it,  and  added  to  the  instructions  of  the  previous 
year  the  request  that  tlie  Ehode  Island  levies  might  be 
under  the  command  of  their  own  officers,  subject  only  to 
the  general-in-ehief.  The  value  of  the  Spanish  milled 
dollar  was  fixed  at  six  shillings,  lawful  money, — ^the  rate 
at  which  the  latter  description  of  bills  were  issued,  and 
which  was  the  standard  value  in  other  'Sew  England  col- 
onies. The  !New  England  currency  of  six  shillings  to  a 
doUai',  that  has  ever  since  prevailed,  may  be  dated  from 
this  period.  The  daily  royal  allowance  for  the  support 
of  recruits  was  fourpence  sterling,  an  hisufficient  amount. 
To  oblige  the  inhabitants  to  entertain  recruits,  the  Assem- 
bly added  a  weekly  stipend  of  three  pounds  four  shillings, 
old  tenor,  to  be  paid  from  the  treasury,  and  empowei'ed 
the  civil  officers  to  billet  the  troops  upon  innkeepers  and 
othei's  at  their  discretion. 
20.  The  results  of  the  council  at  Hartford  were  of  no  ini- 
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portance,  for  Loudoun's  recall  was  already  on  its  way,  CHAP, 
and  tlie  conduct  of  tlie  war  had  passed  into  more  vigorous  ,^^ 
hands  at  home.     Tlie  severe  illness  of  Gov.  Greene,  which    1758. 
had  prevented  his  attendance  upon  the  Assemhly,  ter-    -^l**' 
minated  in  death.    Only  eighteen  yeai's  had  passed  suice 
a  governor  had  died  in  office,  and  he  was  now  the  eighth 
who  had  thus  fallen  at  his  post  since  the  settlement  of  the 
colony.     His  career  had  been  long  and  active,  embracing 
some  of  the  most  stormy  periods  in  Eliode  Island  annals.' 
He  left  a  son  named  for  him,  who,  twenty  years  later, 
was  to  occupy  his  father's  place,  and  like  him  to  transmit 
an  honored  name  to  a  numerous  posterity.    Tlie  Assem-  Mnroli 
bly  re-elected  Gov.  Hopkins  to  fill  the  vacancy,  who  con- 
tinued for  four  years  successively  to  he  chosen  by  the 
people.     The  most   energetic  measures   were  taken  to 
prosecute  the  war.     It  was  resolved  to  raise  a  regiment 
of  one  thousand  men,  and  officers  were  appointed  for  it, 
no  officer  to  receive  his  commission  until  he  had  enlisted 
a  certain  number  of  men,''    The  treasurer  was  directed  to 
hire  specie,  or  lawful  money  biUs,  at  six  per  cent,  interest, 
and  to  give  bonds  for  the  same,  payable  at  the  close  of 
the  next  yeai'  in  silver,  or  in  old  tenor  bills  at  the  rate  of 

'  Ha  was  for  two  jeara  depaty  governor — in  1741-2,  and  for  elevea 
years  governor  of  the  colony — in  VliZ,  '44,  '46,  '48  to  '5B,  nnd  1161. 

'  The  olficera  slready  in  tho  serFiee  were  retained.  The  new  ones  itp- 
pointed  for  the  ten  companies  were  oe  follows:  Godfrey  Malbone,  Colonel; 
Henry  Babcock,  Lieut-Col. ;  Daniel  Wall,  Major.  Col.  Mnlbone  declined, 
and  at  the  May  Besaion  Lieut.-Col.  Babeocit  was  made  Colonel;  John  Pot- 
ter, jr.,  Lieut-Col.;  Joseph  Co  ggeshall,  commissary;  Jobn  Bass,  ohaplrdn 
and  surgeon's  mate.  The  new  company  officers  chosen  at  this  (March) 
EesEionwere:  Capt<uns — Ebenezer  Jenckes  oftheSth;  James  Tew,  jr.,  of 
the  6ib ;  Samuel  Eose  of  the  Ith ;  Nathaniel  Peck  of  the  8th ;  who  had  bean 
lieutenants  in  the  former  campaign.  Ist  Lieutenants — Benjamin  Eddy  of 
the  5th ;  Valentine  Morse,  flth ;  William  Tripp,  f  th  ;  Joshua  Allen,  8th ;  Ed- 
ward Smith,  Bth.  2d  Lieutenants— Moses  Palmer  of  the  1st ;  Thomas  Park, 
2d ;  Philip  Baker,  3d ;  Samuel  Stonemaa,  4th ;  George  Shearman,  5th ;  Abner 
West,  6th;  OliTerHeytiolds,  Ith,  Ensigns — Eseelt  Carr,  1st;  Mitchel  Cose, 
2d;  Kathaniel  Bowdiah,  3d ;  Tamberlin  Campbell,  4th ;  Richard  Smith,  jr., 
5th;  Thomas  Tew,  6th;  Caleb  Tripp,  1th;  Thomas  Rose,  8th;  Thomas 
Aylesnorth,  9th.    IJeut.  Giles  Bussel  was  made  a^utant 
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CHAP,  five  pounds  ten  shillings  to  a  dollar.     If  unable  to  nego- 

_^.^__;,  tiatc  a  siifBcient  loan  within  twenty-flve  days,  a  new  issue 
1756.    of  lawftil  bills  to  the  amount  of  foiu*  thousand  pounds  was 

JTarch  ^^  -^^^  made,  redeemable  within  two  years  by  taxation ; 
but  at  the  next  session  the  sum  was  increased  to  ten 
thousand  pounds,  bearing  five  per  cent,  interest,  and  the 
time  of  payment  extended  to  five  years.  Ten  thousand 
poimds  were  appropnated  to  tlie  work  on  !Fort  George, 
15.  and  the  gai-rieon  was  ineretsed.  Orders  were  sent  from 
Gen.  Abei'crombie  requiring  an  embai-go  to  be  laid  on  all 
the  colonial  ports,  which  was  forthwith  done  by  vote  of 
the  Assembly.    Tlie  legislature  of  Connecticut  proposed 

April  ^  convention  to  be  held  at  Hartford  to  arrange  the  quotas 
19-  of  men  and  supplies  to  be  furnislied  by  each  colony,  ac- 
cording to  the  plan  of  Pitt,  but  no  action  appears  to  have 

Mays,  been  taken  on  the  subject.  The  Assembly  repealed  the 
act  of  the  past  year  forbidding  trade  with  the  Spanish  set- 
tlement at  Hispaniola,  as  no  such  restriction  existed  in  the 
other  colonies.  A  protest  against  this  repeal  was  entered 
by  nine  membera  on  the  ground  that  Monte  Christo,  the 
port  in  question,  was  an  inconsiderable  place,  while  the 
French  Fort  Dolphin,  very  near  it,  wonld  conduct  the  ac- 
8.  tual  traffic.  As  soon  as  the  fleet  had  sailed,  Abercrombie 
wrote  to  remove  the  embargo  at  the  end  of  two  weeks, 
15,  andafewdays  later  he  ordered  the  Ehodelslandregiment 
to  be  sent  forwai-d  to  Albany.  The  plan  of  the  campaign 
was  similar  to  that  which,  under  General  Shirley,  had 
proved  abortive.  To  reconquer  Cape  Breton,  to  drive 
the  French  from  Lake  George  and  Fort  Du  Quesne,  with 
an  invasion  of  Canada  as  the  ultimate  blow,  was  the  de- 
sign of  the  ministry.  Tlie  first  measure  was  successful. 
A  fleet  of  thirty-seven  ships  of  war,  under  Admiral  Eos- 
cawen,  with  an  anny  of  ten  thousand  men  nnder  Gen. 
Amherst,  with  whom  "Wolfe  acted  as  brigadier,  and  Mont- 
gomery and  Ban-e,  names  destined  to  win  imperisliable 

June  ^^^^^  '"  t^i^  '^*^>  ■^^^^  subalterns,  laid  siege  to  Louisbiu'g. 
8.      Three  thousand  men  and  eleven  ships  of  war  defended  the 
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place,  but  the  worts  were  out  of  repair,  the  ships  were  CHAP, 
cut  off  in  detail,  and  after  a  gallant  defence  of  seven  ■^^^^■ 
weeks,  Louisbiirg  surrendered.  "With  it  Cape  Breton,  1T38. 
Prince  Edward,  and  otlier  dependencies,  passed  forerer  "^^^ 
fi-om  tlie  power  of  France,  and  the  Gtdf  of  St.  Lawrence 
hecame  henceforth  a  British  possession. 

The  expenses  of  the  war  bore  heavily  on  the  people. 
Nearly  two  thousand  British  ti'oops  were  quai'tered  at 
Providence  in  March  and  April,  before  tlie  expedition 
under  Amhei'st  had  sailed,  while  the  cost  of  sustaining 
the  native  regiment,  raised  for  the  land  service,  was 
enormous.  To  meet  tlie  war  loans  and  to  redeem  the  ^^ 
colonial  paper,  tlie  Assembly  assessed  a  tax  of  six  thou- 
sand pounds  in  lawful  money  bUle,  thus  calling  in  the 
issue  of  two  years  before,  and  laid  a  further  tax  of  one 
hundred  and  ten  thousand  pounds,  old  tenor.'  ^Newport 
had  long  been  a  tliriving  commercial  town,  but  until  now 
had  no  permanent  newspaper  published  within  it.  The 
ifTewport  Mercuiy  was  establisted  at  this  time,  and  the 
first  number  -was  issued  on  the  day  the  Assembly  com- 
menced its  session.  It  has  continued  to  the  present  time 
without  interruption,  except  during  tlie  Britisli  occupa- 
tion of  the  island,'  and  is  now  one  of  the  oldest,  if  not  tlie 
oldest  existing  newspaper  in  the  country.  The  second 
object  of  the  ministry,  undertalren  simidtaaeously  with 
the  siege  of  Louisburg,  resulted  in  disastei".  Abercrom-  ju[y 
bie,  with  an  army  of  fifteen  thousand  men,  embarked  at  5- 
Tort  Wilham  Heniy  in  flatboats,  to  attack  T 


'The  toibill  of  thia  session  arranges  the  towns  by  tieiireapeotiTe  coun- 
ties. The  town  of  Reivport  paid  one-fifth  of  the  entire  tax.  Newport 
countj  pdd  £42,850  ;  Providence  county,  £26,400  ;  Kings  (now  Washing- 
ton), £24,100 ;  Kent,  £11,560,  and  Bristol,  £6,600.  The  lesser  tas  of 
£6,000  was  apportioned  in  the  same  ratio. 

'  This  interruption  lusted  ahout  three  years,  from  Deo.  2,  1116,  to  Jan. 
6,  1780,  during  whieh  time  the  Mercury  was  printed  in  Eehoboth,  where  it 
continued  to  divide  widi  the  Providence  Gazette  the  patronage  of  the  pnhlio 
printing  from  the  Khode  Island  General  Assembly.  Providence  Gazette, 
March  6,  1779. 
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CHAP,  at  the  outlet  of  Lake  George.     The  next  moniing  the 
^^.^_^  French  outposts  were  driven  in,  and  in  the  aftemoou  an 
1T68.    engagement  ensued,  in  which  the  Trench  were  defeated, 
g  y    but  the  young  Lord  Howe,  the  idol  of  the  army,  was  slain. 
8.       On  the  eighth,  Abercronahie,  without  waiting  for  his  ar- 
tillery, ordered  the  assault.     Tioouderoga  was  garrisoned 
by  only  thii-ty-six  hundred  men,  but  the  defences  were 
strong  and  the  brave  Montcalm  was   the   commander. 
The  regulars  led  the  attack,  followed  by  the  iNew  York 
provincials.     Hie  Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  and  Ehode 
Island  regiments  were  drawn  up  three  hundred  yards  in 
tlie  rear,  prepared  to  support  the  assailants.    The  storm- 
ing party  were  repulsed,  and  column  after  column  ad- 
vaneing  to  their  support,  were  mowed  down  by  the  terrific 
fire  of  the  Trench.     Tlie  carnage  was  immense.     At  the 
end  of  the  first  hour  the  reserve  was  ordered  up.     Col. 
Babcock,  receiving  a  wound  in  his  knee  while  posting 
his  regiment  within  forty  yards  of  the  breastwork,  was 
borne  from  the  field.     Thi-ee  of  his  officers'  were  also 
wounded.     The  battle  lasted  four  hours,  when  Abererom- 
bie,  having  lost  two  thousand  men  in  killed  and  wounded, 
ordered  a  retreat,  and  the  next  day,  to  the  surprise  and 
^-      moi'tifieation  of  his  officers,  fell  back  upon  Port  Wilbam 
Henry.'    This  defeat  coat  him  his   command.     He  was 
soon  afterward  superseded  by  Gen.  Amherst.' 
Ang.  Desertions  from  the  army  wei'e  frequent.    Tlie  Assem- 

bly req^uested  the  governor  to  issue  a  proclamation  upon 
the  subject.  Deserters  were  required  to  report  themselves 
to  the  war  committee  within  ten  days,  to  be  sent  back  to 
the  army,  in  which  ease  they  should  be  recommended  to 
mercy.     Rewards  were  offered  for  their  detection,  and 

'  Capt.  John  Wbiting  end  Lieuts.  Ruesell  and  Smith, 
"  A  graphic  account  of  thia  battle  is  given  by  Col.  Babcook  in  hia  Ja- 
Epateh  to  Gov.  Hopkins,  July  10,  I75S.     UufortHnatelj  the  list  of  killfid 
and  ivouoded  in  his  regiment,  accompaDyitig  the  letter,  is  lost. 

'  Orders  to  thia  effect  were  issued  fi'om  Whitehall  Septemhei'  18, — Pitt's 
Ciroolar  to  the  Colonies. 
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penalties  imposed  upon  any  who  might  conceal  them.    A  chap. 
Bingulai-  clause  in  the  act  illustrates   a  custom   of  the  ^ 
times.     The  expenses  of  arresting  a  deserter  were  to  he    1758. 
dediicted  from  his  wages,  and  in  case  "  there  is  not  enough       ^^■ 
due  to  a  deserter  to  pay  such  premium,  he  shall  be  sold 
by  one  of  the  committee  of  war  for  payment  tliereof,  and 
stand  committed  to  gaol  until  he  is  sold."     A  new  war 
loan  was  required,  and  the  treasurer  waa  authorized  to  hire 
as  many  of  the  lawful  money  hills  of  credit  as  possible, 
not  exceeding  in  value  one  hundred  and  fifty  tliousand 
pounds,  old  tenor,  for  one  year  at  six  per  cent.     It  waa 
found  that  the  light-house  duty  on  shipping  was  insuffi- 
cient.    It  was  therefore  increased  to  fifteenpence  sterling 
on  coasting  vessels,  and  to  twopence  sterling  per  ton  on 
all  other  vessels. 

The  expedition  against  Fort  T^-ontenac,  now  Kings- 
ton, designed  by  Col.  Eradstreet,  was  carried  out  with 
•  great  success,  and  did  much  to  retrieve  the  disaster  at 
Tieonderoga.     About  three  thousand  provincials,  mth 
four  brass  twelve-pounders  and  two  howitzere,  mai'ched  for     !*• 
Oswego.     In  this  army  were  some  companies,  three  hun- 
dred and  twelve  men,   of  the  Khode  Mand  regiment, 
under  Major  "Wall.    Embarking  in  open  boats  on  Lahe 
Ontario,  Eradstreet  landed  on  an  island  in  sight  of  Fort     3S. 
Frontenae,   and    proceeded    to    reconnoitre.    At    seven 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  whole  force  landed^  unopposed, 
within  a  mile  of  the  fort.     At  ten  tlie  next  morning  the 
cannonade  commenced,  at  seven  hundred  yards'  distance,     S6. 
and  continued  till  night,  when  the  Americans,  secured  a 
breastworli  nearer  the  fort,  from  which,  at  daybreak,  they 
threw  shells,  and  soon  obliged  the  garrison  to  surrender, 
If  me  anned  vessels  and  a  great  quantity  of  military  stores,      37. 
valued  at  forty  thousand  poimds  sterling,  destined  for 
Fort  Du  Quesne,  were  taken.     The  fort  was  destroyed, 
and  the  victors  returned  to  Oswego  the  next  day.'     The     28. 

'  Letter  of  Major  Daniel  Wall  to  Gov.  Hopltins,  diited  Oneida  Station, 
lllh  Septomber,  IISS. 
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CHAP,  loss  of  the  Americans  in  the  action  was  slight,  but  many 
3^^  suffered  from  sickness  on  the  homeward  mai'ch,  and  while 
1758.    detahied  at  the  site  of  the  present  village  of  Kome,  in 
erecting  Fort  Staiiwix.     The  fall  of  Fort  Frontenae  in- 
sured the  captiu'e  of  Fort  Du  Quesne  hy  cutting  off  the 
supplies  and  causing  the  desertion  of  the  Indian  allies. 
Tliat  expedition  was  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Forbes, 
Sept.    with  seven  thousand  men.     Advanced  detachments  of  his 
_  "      army  had  repeated  conflicts  with  the  enemy  with  varied 
15."    sneeess.    The  attempt  was  about  to  be  abandoned  for  tlie 
Nov.    season,  when  the  an-est  of  some  prisonei's  made  known  the 
weakness  of  the  gan-ison.     A  portion  of  the  anny  pressed 
forward,  under  the  lead  of  Washington,  and  found  tlie 
35.     fort  deserted  and  the  works  destroyed.     Hugh  Mercer, 
with  two  regiments  of  Virginians,  were  left  to  maintain 
the  position.     Tlie  place  was  called  Fort  Pitt  in  honor  of 
the  energetic  minister.     The  populous  city  of  Pittsburg 
is  now  the  noblest  monument  to  his  fame. 
Oct  Tlie  war  loan  authorized  in  August,  seems  not  to  have 

^^-  been  contracted  as  yet,  for  the  Assembly  now  instructed 
the  treasurer  to  hire,  m  specie  or  bills  of  credit,  a  sum  not 
to  exceed  two  hundred  thousand  pounds,  old  tenor,  and  if 
the  entire  loan  was  not  effected  in  thirty  days,  the  defi- 
ciency was  to  be  met  by  the  issue  of  lawful  money  bills, 
redeemable  in  five  years.  The  loan  and  tlie  issue  were  to 
bo  redeemed  by  a  tax  on  tlie  colony. 

The  plans  of  Pitt  for  the  next  campaign  req^uired  the 

same  force,  twenty  thousand  men,  to  be  raised  in  the  eolo- 

Dec.O.  nies,  and  circulars  to  tliat  effect  were  sent  from  Whitehall. 

13.     Gen.  Amherst  recommended  that  tlie  provincial  troops 

be  retained  in  the  service  through  the  winter,  to  be  ready 

18,     early  in  the  spring.    The  Assembly  accordingly  resolved 

to  retain  all  the  effective  troops  in  their  pay,  dischai'ging 

only  the  higher  officere,  and  to  enhst  new  soldiers  who 

were  to  have  tlie  same  wages  and  billeting  as  tlie  retained 

troops.     The  report  of  a  committee  upon  flags  of  truce, 

made  at  tlijs  session,  shows  that  ten  had  been  granted  and 
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used  within  two  years,  besides  some  applications  for  them  CHAP, 
that  were  refused  by  the  governor.     The  law  upon  this  .^.^ 
'  was  revised,  to  require  that  everj'  flag  of  tmce   1758. 
y  from  the  colony  should  cany  all  the  provisions  of 
war  then  here,  if  the  vessels  were  capable  of  doing  so,  at 
the  rate  of  a  man  for  every  ton  of  measurement.     The 
desb'uction  of  the  court-house  in  Providence  by  fire,  was    Dec. 
1  calamity  at  this  time,  involving  not  only  the     ^*' 
B  of  a  new  one,  biit  also  the  loss  of  the  entire  col- 
lection of  what  afterwards  became  the  Providence  Library 
Company,   whose  books  were  kept  in  a  chamber  of  the 
building.     A  lottery,  to  raise  two  thousand  dollars,  one- 
half  towards  rebuilding  the  court-house,  and  tlie  other  tor 
the  libraiy,  was  granted  the  next  June," 

Khode  Island  was  relied  upon,  not  witliout  reason,  to    1759. 
furnish  something  more  than  her  share  of  seamen  for  the 
royal  navy  -whenever  a  deficiency  in  that  branch  of  the 
service  called  for  recruits.     A  colony  m  which  nearly  one- 
fifth  of  the  adult  male  population  were  at  this  time  en- 
gaged on  board  of  private  armed  sliips,  while  more  than 
one-seventh  of  the  remainder  were  in  the  land  service  of 
the  King,  might  be  expected  to  fumish  fighting  men, 
especially  on  their  favonte  element.     Tlie  commander  of 
Uie  fleet  had  long  been  accustomed  to  maintain  a  cori'e- 
spondence  with  this  colony.     Admiral  Durell  -wi-ote  from     Feb. 
Halifax  for  as  many  able-bodied  seamen  as  could  be  fur-     ^^■ 
nished,  and  at  a  later  date  expressed  his  thanks  for  the    Sept. 
force  so  promptly  sent.    Gen.  Amherst  wi'ote  to  order  the    ^i^ 
regiment  to  be  at  Albany  by  the  tenth  of  April.    The     js." 
Assembly  voted  to  fumish  one  thousand  men,  as  last     ge. 
year,  in  tlm-teen  companies,  to  be  ready  to  leave  by  the 

'  Passed  February.  l'J4'I. 

'  Tliis  act  was  repealed  in  Februacj,  !T60,  anc!  new  grants  were  made 
of  lotteries  to  riuse  $1,200  for  the  library,  and  S1,000  for  the  oovirHiouae. 
At  the  same  session  a  lottery  was  grantuil  to  raiso  £24,000,  old  tenor,  to 
erect  the  market-house  in  Newport. 
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CHAP,  twenty-fifth  of  Mai'ch,'  Sixteen  thousand  pounds  in 
^^_^  lawful  money  bills  were  appropriated  for  thia  object,  and 
1769,  a  tax  of  eleven  thousand  pounds  of  the  same  currency  was 
gg  ■  assessed,  payable  in  October.  The  outstanding  bills, 
known  as  the  Crown  Point  money,  were  called  in,  and 
their  redemption  provided  for  out  of  the  billeting  money, 
amounting  to  six  hundred  pounds  sterling,  received  from 
Gen,  Amherst.  Something  over  a  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  pounds,  in  old  tenor  bills,  which  had  been  called 
in  from  time  to  time,  were  destroyed.  The  allowance 
made  to  innkeepers  for  billeting  regular  soldiers,  was  in- 
creased to  twenty-five  shillings  a  day,  and  a  fine  was  im- 
posed upon  all  who  should  refuse  to  entertain  such  soldiers 
when  properly  placed  in  their  chai-ge.  The  growth  of 
Providence  led  the  Assembly  to  pass  two  important  acis ; 
the  first  related  to  fires,  and  gave  authority  to  blow  np 
buildings  if  necessai-y  to  stop  the  pTOgreas  of  the  flames, 
and  also  to  elect,  at  annual  town  meetings,  three  "  Presi- 
dents of  Pirewards,"  whose  powers  aiid  duties  were  fully 
defined  in  the  act.  Tlie  second  divided  the  town,  setting 
off  the  western  part,  and  incorporating  it  as  the  town  of 
Johnston,  so  named  in  honor  of  the  attorney-general  of 
the  colony. 

'  Henrj  Babcouk,  OoL ;  Daniel  Wall,  Lieut.-Col. ;  John  Wliiting,  Major. 
Throa  of  the  companies  were  to  lie  led  by  the  field-offlcers.  Most  of  the 
formar  officers  remniued  in  the  Eerviee,  and  were  now  promoted,  one,  and 
ft  few  of  them,  two  gcadea.  Only  the  names  of  the  new  ones  who  now  ap- 
pear for  the  first  time  in  arms  are  here  subjoined  ;— Captain,  Thomas  Fry, 
jr. ;  Ist  Lieutenants,  XihbitCs  Hopkins,  William  Sheehan,  Jonathan  Spear, 
Thomas  JenckinE;  2d  Lieutenants,  Joseph  Stanton,  jr.,  Benjamin  Carr, 
Daniel  Bjrn,  Moaea  Bowdiah,  Moees  Warren,  Solomon  Rofffey,  Samuel  Wat- 
son, jr.,  Thomas  CoUms,  Samuel  Weatherby,  William  Pulling;  Ensigns, 
William  Bennet,  Stukelj  Stafford,  Thomas  Swinebume,  jr.,  Arthur  Fenner, 
jf.,  George  Cornel,  Eeeorde  Tabor,  Nathan  Rice,  Asa  Bowdish,  Asa  Kim- 
ball, John  Manchester,  John  Beverley,  Mathan  Biiven,  Peleg  Slocnm. 

Lieutenant  Giles  Bussel,  adjutant;  Joseph  Hollway,  commissary;  Thos. 
Eodman,  sui^eon  ;  Beiyamin  Brown  and  Thomas  Monroe,  surgeon's  mates. 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Wall  did  not  join  the  regiment,  and  was  cashiered  by  the 
a  August. 
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Tl^e  last  letter  that  the  colony  ever  received  from  its  CHAP.- 
now  venerable  agent,  Eichai-d  Partridge,  who  for  thirty-  .^^', 
four  yeai's  had  guarded  its  interests  near  the  home  govern-  1759. 
ment,  was  wntten,  while  on  hia  death-hed,  to  recommend  j  ■ 
his  eticceesor,  lite  himself  a  member  of  the  society  of 
Friends,  and  whom  he  had  named  as  one  of  hie  exec- 
utors. 

The  appUcation  of  Admiral  Durell  was  acted  upon  by  Maya. 
the  Assembly,  and  indacements  were  offered  for  seamen 
to  enlist.  Those  thus  entering  the  naval  service  were  to 
be  accounted  part  of  the  one  thousand  men  ordered  for  the 
eampaigi],  the  regiment  not  being  yet  quite  full.  Ten 
thousand  poiuids  were  appropriated  for  Fort  George,  and 
the  treasurer  was  directed  to  hire  the  money  at  six  per 
cent,  interest.  A  letter  from  Joseph  Sherwood  announced  ^^■ 
the  death  of  Partridge,  and  his  own  course,  as  executor, 
in  regard  to  the  colonial  business.  The  accounts  of  Ehode 
Island  had  been  sent  to  Partridge,  and  presented  by  Shei'- 
wood  with  a  petition  for  their  allowance.  Pitt,  whose 
power  was  supreme,  obtained  an  appropriation  of  two 
hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling  from  Parliament,  to  be 
divided  among  the  colonies  for  then'  expenses  in  the  last 
campaign.  Tlie  stimulus  thus  given  to  renewed  exertion, 
was  felt  in  the  rapid  enlistments  that  were  everywhere 
made.  The  Khode  Island  regiment  still  wanted  a  hun-  Juno 
dred  and  fifteen  men  to  complete  its  ranks.  The  Aasem-  H- 
bly  took  vigorous  measures  to  .supply  the  deficiency,  and 
sent  forward  the  men  to  join  tlie  other  troops  at  Albany. 
The  Masonic  society  in  l^ewport  was  incorporated  at  this 
time  with  the  title  of  "  Tlie  Master  "Wardens,  and  Society 
of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,"  A  lottery  for  raising 
twenty-four  hundred  dollai-s  was  granted  them  to  erect 
the  Mason's  Hall,  and  the  first  public  celebration  of  the 
Order  that  was  ever  held  in  Rhode  Island,  took  place  this 
year,  witli  religious  services  at  Trinity  church.  Tlie  As- 
sembly had  heretofore  met  in  the  three  counties  of  Provi- 
dence, Newport,  and  Kings.     An  annual  adjournment  to 
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CHAP.  Kent,  in  turn  from  tlie  other  counties,  was  now  estab- 
^  lisbed. 

1759.         The  object  of  tlie  present  campaign,  was  the  conquest 
June    q£  Canada.    Its  success  was  complete,  althougb  not  ■with- 
out severe  losses  on  both  sides.    Admiral  Saunders,  with  a 
powerful  fleet  conveying  an  army  of  eight  thonsaud  men 

26.  under  Gen.  Wolfe,  appeared  before  Quebec.  Gen.  Am- 
herst, with  twelve  thousand  troops,  was  to  take  Ticonde- 
roga  and  Crown  Point,  and  thence  to  advance  by  way  of 
Lake  Ohamplain  to  co-operate  with  Wolfe  ;  while  a  pro- 
vincial army  under  Gen.  Prideauxwas  to  attack  Niagara, 
and  thence  to  enter  Canada  by  way  of  Lake  Ontario. 
The  latter  expedition  came  first  in  order  of  time.  Prideaux 
JiiljT.  was  killed  at  the  opening  of  the  siege,  and  Sir  William 
Johnson,  who  was  present  with  a  large  body  of  the  Six 
Nations,  assumed  the  command.  A  sti'ong  force  of  French 
and  Lidians,  advancing  from  the  west  to  tlie  relief  of 

23_  Niagai-a,  was  routed  by  Johnson,  and  the  greater  part 
were  made  prisoners.    AH  hope  of  aid  being  thus  cut  off, 

25.  the  ganison,  consistmg  of  six  hundi'ed  men,  eun'endered. 
Encumbered  by  liis  prisoners,  and  without  the  neces- 
sary transports  or  supplies,  Johnson  was  imahle  to  cany 
out  the  plan  of  invading  Canada.  Tlie  army  under  Am- 
berst  was  composed  of  about  equal  nxnnbers  of  regulars 
and  provincials.  Tlie  strong  positions  around  Lalie 
George  were  held  by  feeble  garrisons,  the  main  body  of 
the  enemy  being  drawn  off  for  tlie  defence  of  Quebec. 

36.     Tieonderoga  was  abandoned  almost  without  a  blow,  and 
Aug.    Crown  Point  was  likewise  deserted.     Ample  time  was 

'''■  thus  afforded  to  Amherst  to  execute  the  remainder  of  the 
plan,  and  so  to  secure  the  conquest  of  Canada.  Although 
there  were  no  vessels  upon  Lake  Ohamplain  to  convey  the 
ai'my,  the  march  upon  Montreal  could  have  been  accom- 
plislied  by  land  in  less  time  than  was  wasted  in  repaiiung 
Tieonderoga,  and  in  constructing  useless  fortificatious  at 
Crown  Point.  Meanwhile,  Wolfe  was  conducting  the 
siege  of  Quebec  under  great  disadvantages.    The  watch- 
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ful  eye  of  Montcalm  -was  ready  to  detect  tlie  eliglitest  ™*^' 
en-or  of  his  enemy,  and  his  fertility  of  resource  was  sag-  ,^^ 
gesting  means  of  delay  tliat  might  prolong  the  siege  till  i'^^^- 
winter  slioiild  close  the  river  and  place  the  hostile  fleet  at 
his  disposal.  After  two  months  of  anxions  suspense,  daily 
twt  vainly  hoping  to  receive  aid  from  the  side  of  New 
York,  and  constantly  engaged  in  active  operations  with 
the  enemy,  Wolfe  resolved  to  scale  the  almost  inaccessi- 
ble heights  at  a  short  distance  ahove  the  city,  and  there, 
on  the  Plains  of  Abraham,  to  decide,  in  a  pitched  battle, 
the  fortunes  of  an  empire.  Tlie  landing  was  effected  Sept. 
undei'  cover  of  the  night.  Jutting  rocks  and  tangled  ^^* 
thickets  aided  the  men,  one  hy  one,  in  their  dai-ing  climb 
up  the  side  of  the  precipitous  cliff.  In  the  moraing,  to 
the  dismay  of  Montcalm,  the  whole  British  arniy  were 
tliere,  drawn  np  in  battle  array  before  the  city.  A  brief  13. 
but  bloody  conflict  ensued.  The  armies  each  nunibei-ed 
about  five  thousand  men.  "Wolfe,  wounded  at  the  com- 
mencement of  tlie  action,  and  again  soon  after,  still  led 
the  last  charge  of  the  British  right  wing  against  the 
columns  of  Montcalm,  and  was  slain.  "  Now,  God  be 
praised,  I  die  happy,"  were  his  last  words,  as,  when  borne 
to  the  real",  he  was  told  that  the  Prcnch  were  in  full  re- 
treat. Tlieir  gallant  leader  shared  the  same  fate.  Twice 
mortally  wounded,  he  fell  while  rallying  his  beaten  ti'oops 
at  the  gate  o£  the  city,  and  died  commending  to  Be  Ram- 
say, the  chief  of  the  gariison,  "  the  honor  of  France." 
Thus  fell  two  of  the  most  gifted  and  accomplished  soldiers 
who  ever  lived.  Brave,  generous,  and  loyal,  history  re- 
cords no  nobler  names  than  those  of  Wolfe  and  Montcalm. 
The  loss  of  the  Fi-ench  waa  five  hundred  killed  and  one 
thousand  taken  prisoners,  that  of  the  English,  six  hundred 
in  killed  and  wounded.  Five  days  after  the  battle,  Quebec  18. 
capitulated.  A  garrison  of  five  thousand  men  under  Gen. 
JMun'ay  was  left  to  hold  the  place,  and  the  fleet  withdrew 
to  winter  at  Halifax. 

While  these  stu-ring  events  were  in  progress  abroad, 
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CHAP,  notliing  of  interest  oceuri'ed  witliin  the  colony.     The  old 

■^^■^^-    law  forbidding  the  purchase  of  Indian  lands,  intended  to 

1760.    protect  the  aboriginal  proprietors  in  their  lights,  was  re- 

-^S-    pealed  upon  petition  of  Thomas  Ninegret,  and  permission 

was  given  to  him  and  all  other  Lidians  to  dispose  of  their 

real  estate  on  equal  teiins  ■with  other  subjects  of  the 

King.'     A  large  amount  of  old  tenor  bills  were  burnt. 

Joseph  Shei-wood  was  commissioned  as  agent  of  the  colony 

in  England.     William  Mumford  was  ciiosen  captain,  and 

John  Eeard  lieutenant  of  Fort  George. 

Great  was  the  joy  in  America  at  the  capture  of  Que- 
Oct.  bee.  The  Assembly  appointed  a  day  of  public  thanks- 
giving to  be  held  the  next  month.  This  was  their  only 
act  of  general  interest  except  to  forbid  tlie  importation  of 
i-aw  hides  from  North  Carolina,  on  account  of  a  mm-rain 
among  the  cattle  in  that  province. 
j^gy_  AVhen  the  news  reached  England,  a  royal  proclamation 

13.     was  issued,   appointing   a   day   of  public   thanksgiving 
throughout  Great  Britain,  and  ordering  the  colonies  to  do 
23.     the  same.    This  had  already  been  done  in  Rhode  Island. 
Everywhere    bonfires,   illuminatioiis,   orations,   and    the 
voices  of  prayer  and  praise,  had  attested  the  general  joy 
at  this  brilliant  close  of  a  great  campaign.     The  royal  ap- 
probation at  the  conduct  of  the  colonies  was  expressed 
Deo_    through  Gen.  Amherst,  who,  in  his  letter  to  Ehode  Island, 
13.     complimented  Col.  Babeock  in  the  warmest  tei-ms,  and 
requested  that  the  government  woidd   again  retain  the 
whole  regiment  in  pay  during  the  winter,  and  would  also 
continue  the  pay  of  the  officers,  hut  the  troops  had  al- 
ready been  disbanded. 

To  complete  the  reduction  of  Canada,  and  if  possible 

'  This  net  wos  repealed  upon  petition  of  the  trihe,  August,  1^63,  and 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  set  oif  and  bound  the  various  tracts  of  land 
heretofore  appropriated  to  the  Narragaiiset  Sachems,  for  the  sole  use  of  the 
f  tibe,  Ninegret  agreeing  to  execute  proper  deeds  of  the  same  to  the  tribe ; 
but  the  tribe  could  not  agreo  among  themselves  what  lands  should  be  sei 
oS,  BO  that  the  committee  could  do  nothing,  and  reported  acoordingly  in 
June,  1T6*. 
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to  drive  the  Preneli  from  every  part  of  tlie  continent,  was  chap. 
resei-ved  for  a  new  campaign.     The  uanal  eii'cnlar  to  the    ^*"- 
colonies  stimulated  their  zeal  mth  the  promise  of  Parlia-    1760. 
mentaiy  bounty.     The  appropriation  made  for  them  in  •'^°-"- 
the  previous  year,  of  which  the  part  assigned  to  Ehode 
Island  was  ahout  eighty-eight  hundred  pounds  sterling, 
could  not  he  paid  immediately.     It  wae  proposed  to  fund 
the  whole  amount  in  a  government  stock,  beaiingfoui'  per 
cent,  interest,  to  which  tlie  provincial  agents  were  invited 
to  subscribe  the  amounts  due  to  their  respective  colonies. 
Sherwood  notified  Rhode  Island  that  he  had  entered  her     ^■^• 
name  on  the  subscription,  as  this  seemed  the  best  course, 
and  that  the  stock  would  be  paid  oft'  in  a  few  monUis. 
Again  the  Aasembly  voted  to  raise  a  regiment  of  one 
thousand  men  for  the  next  campaign.'     To  supply  money    ^^'^■ 
to  cany  this  act  into  effect,  an  issue  of  lawful  money  bills 
to  the  amount  of  sixteen  thousand  pounds,  payable  in  five 
years,  and  bearing  live  per  cent,  interest,  was  made,  to  be 
redeemed  at  maturity  by  taxation ;  and  to  meet  tlie  pay- 
ments that  would  be  due  to  the  soldiers  at  tlie  close  of  the 
campaign,  an  immediate  tax  of  fifteen  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  forty-seven  pounds,  lawful  money,  to  be  collect- 
ed ui  October,  was  assessed.     No  allowance  for  the  war 
expenses  of  1756  had  ever  been  made  to  Khode  Island  by 
the  home  government,  although  some  of  the  other  colo- 
nies, more  fortunate  in  this  respect,  had  received  their 
indemnity.     Tlie  accounts  had  not  been  forwarded   to 
England  in  season,  but  were  afterward  sent  out.     The 
amount,  for  which  Sherwood  now  petitioned,  was  forty-    Mnr. 
two  hundred  and  twelve  pounds  sterlmg,  but  it  was  never      ^'^■ 
allowed.    Parliament  appropriated  tlie  same  amount  aa     31, 

'  Tlie  field-olflcers  appoinled  were  Christopber  Harris,  colonel;  John 
Whiting,  lieutenant-coloaal ;  Thomas  Bucket,  major.  The  company  officeca' 
differed  but  littie  from  those  of  lost  year.  The  new  ones  were,  of  the  Ist 
Lieutenants — Jeremiah  Shaw,  jr. ;  2d  Lieutenants — William  Eldred ;  Ensigns 
—James  Pearse,  Edward  Cross,  Othniel  Tiipp,  Thomas  Mitctiell. 

lieutenant  SEoneman  was  chosen  adjutant,  Tbotnas  Sodman,  surgeon. 
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CHAP,  last  year  to  the  colonies  for  "  expenses  inctiiTed  by  them 

^__^  in  levying,   clofcliing,   and  pay  of  the  troops  raised  by 

1760.    them,"  and  Sherwood  advised  this  colony  tliat  in  making 

K      lip  their  account,  care  should  be  taken  to  distinguish  the 

charges  bo  speciiied  in  the  vote,     Tlie  eiipplies  voted  in 

March  for  the  ti-eaeuiy  were  found  to  be  insufficient  for 

the  despatch  of  the  regiment.     A  further  issue  of  ten  thou- 

May7,  sand  pounds,  laivful  money  bills,  was  ordered  to  be  made 

on  similar  tei^ns  for  tliis  object,  and  also  one  tliousand 

pounds  towai'd  the  court-house  in  Providence. 

Thus  fai-  this  "  lawful  money  "  had  been  but  spai-ingly 
issued,  and  provision  for  its  redemption  by  taxation  was 
always  made  with  each  new  i^ue.  The  receipt  of  specie 
from  England  at  various  times,  had  also  tended  to  pre- 
serve tliis  latest  style  of  bills  of  credit  from  the  deprecia- 
tion that  had  affected  the  old  bank  bills,  now  called  the 
old  tenor,  and  also  the  new  tenor,  and  Crown  Point  paper. 
Witliin  the  past  year  the  issues  of  lawful  money  bills  had 
largely  increased,  the  time  for  its  redemption  had  been 
lengthened,  and  thus  the  colony  were  accumulating  a 
debt  which  the  stormy  period  soon  to  commence  would 
prevent  their  extinguishing.  Depreciation  in  values,  and 
a  commercial  revulsion,  were  inevitable  in  the  not  distant 
future.  An  attempt  had  been  made  in  October,  to  settle 
up  the  Paper  Honey  Office,  created  at  the  time  of  the 
early  bsmk  issues,  and  a  large  amount  of  the  uncollected 
bonds  given  for  those  loans  were  put  in  suit ;  while  a  yet 
larger  amount,  which  already  had  been  sued,  were  re- 
ported as  worthless.  The  "  bank  system  "  had  utterly 
failed,  and  given  place  to  the  later  method  of  paper 
issues.  "We  have  seen  how  this  later  paper  had  depre- 
ciated, until  the  greater  caution  adopted  with  the  lawful 
money  bills  arrested  the  fall,  and  had  thus  far  preserved 
this  newest  form  of  paper  money  at  its  par  value ;  but 
any  relaxation  of  caution  was  liable  to  produce  renewed 
6,  disaster.  The  British  government  stock  was  very  soon 
redeemed,  and  the  portion  due  to  Ehode  Island,  which, 
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after  dDdncting  many  eliargea  and  expenses,  amounted  to  CHAP- 
eight  thousand  pounds  sterling,  was  shipped  in  Spanish  5IiL. 
dollars  and  Portuguese  gold.  The  value  of  old  tenor  iTeo. 
ibilla  at  this  time,  was  fixed  by  the  Assembly  at  six  '^"'^^ 
pounds  for  one  dollar. 

A  court  of  commissioners  was  holden  at  Newport,  for    SvHy 
the  trial  of  two  men,  who  wei'e  convicted  of  piracy  and 
robbery  on  the  higli  seas,  and  were  soon  afterwai'ds  exe-    Aug. 
cuted  on  Easton's  Beach, 

Heretofore  the  freemen  from  all  parts  of  the  colony 
had  been  accustomed  to  deposit  their  votes  in  person  at 
Newport  on  the  day  of  election  for  general  officers  in 
May.  The  old  law  pennitted  proxy  voting,  but  the  cus- 
tom had  fallen  into  disuse.  The  Assembly  now  enacted  18. 
that  the  freemen  should  deposit  then'  proxy  votes  for 
general  officers  at  the  regular  town  meetings  on  the  third 
Wednesday  in  April,  and  that  none  but  members  of  the 
Assembly  should  be  pennitted  to  vote  at  the  election  in 
Newport  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  May.  The  quahfica- 
tion  for  a  freeman  was  also  prescribed.  He  was  to  own 
real  estate  to  the  value  of  forty  poimds,  lawful  money, 
equal  to  a  hundred  and  thu'ty-three  and  one-third  dollar's, 
or  that  would  bring  an  annual  rent  of  two  pounds.  The 
eldest  son  of  such  freeman  might  also  vote  in  right  of  his 
father's  freehold. 

The  events  of  the  war  are  soon  told.     In  April,  De  April 
Levi,  the  successor  of  Montcahn,  with  ten  thousand  men, 
mai'ched  from   Monti'eal   to   recover   Quebec.      Murray 
rashly  gave  him  battle  at  Sillery,  and  was  defeated.     De     28. 
Levi  then  laid  siege  to  the  city,  but  the  timely  arrival  of 
a  portion  of  the  British  fleet  compelled  him  to  abandon    ^^7 
the  attempt.    The  capture  of  Montreal  was  all  that  re- 
mained to  complete  the  conquest  of  Canada,     Three  Brit- 
ish armies  concentrated  upon  the  town  for  this  purpose. 
The  main  army  under  Gen.  A  mherst,  ten  thousand  strong, 
rendezvoused  at  Oswego,  and  thence  descended  the  Lake    □    , 
Ontario   and  river   St.    Lawrence  to    Montreal,   where      7. 
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CHAP.  Murray,  with  four  thoiisand  men,  ascending   the  river 
,_^^  from  Quebec,  had  already  amved.     The  next  day  Ool. 
1T60.    Haviland,  with  thirty-live  hundfed  men,  advancing  from 
Crown  Point  by  wjty  of  Lake  Champlain,  also  appeared. 
An  open  town,  in  a  country  tliat  for  four  years  had  been 
on  the  verge  of  famine  could  make  no  stand  against  this 
overwhelming  force.     Monti'eal  was  surrendered  without 
a   struggle,  and  with  it  all  western  Canada,  including 
Michigan.  '  There  remained  to  ^France  upon  the  western 
continent  only  a  feeble  colony  at  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 
sippi.    But  there  were  many  who  foresaw  in  the  annexa- 
tion of  Canada  the  independence  of  America. 
™-  The  sudden  death  of  George  II.  was  followed  the  next 

2S.  day  by  the  proclamation  of  his  grandson  as  George  in. 
A  new  reign  had  commenced,  the  longest  and  the  most 
eventful  in  English  annals.  A  new  poHcy  was  shortly  to 
be  inaugurated,  the  most  fatal  to  the  cause  of  British  su- 
premacy ;  but  for  a  time  there  was  little  change  in  the 
ministry,  and  none  in  colonial  poHcy.  Pitt  retained  his 
place,  and  Britain  augmented  her  power. 

The  conquest  of  Canada  being  completed,  the  Assem- 
S9.     bly  voted  to  disband  the  regiment  in  fifteen  days  after  it 
should  be  discharged  by  the  commander-in-chief,  and  also 
requested  the  governor  to  proclaim   a  day  of  general 
Nov.    thanksgiving  for  the  result  of  the  campaign.     This  was 
done,  and  the  occasion  was  celebrated  with  the  usual  re- 
Dee.         The  death  of  Thomas  "Ward,  who  for  fom-teen  years 
had  been  secretary  of  the  colony,  occasioned  a  special  ses- 
sion of  the  Assembly  to  choose  a  successor.     His  brother, 
31.     Henry  "Ward,  was  elected  secretary,  and  retained  the 

office  for  thirty-eight  years,  imtil  his  death, 

1761.         At  this  session,  Gov.  Hopkins  offered  to  the  members, 

Jan.l.  jji  jjjgjj.  private  capacity,  to  withdraw  his  name  from  the 

poUtical  canvass,  "  for  the  peace  of  the  colony,"  provided 

Mr,  "Ward  would  do  the  same.     To  this  proposal  Ward 

2,      lephed  the  next  day,  stating  his  reasons  for  opposing 
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Hopkins,  and  leaving  the  subject  i: 

men.  _ 

Funeral  ceremomea  in  honor  of  tlie  late  King  were    1761. 
perfonned  at  Newport,  at  the  close  of  which  hia  Kajtaty    ^-^^■ 
George  IH.  was  proclaimed  by  the  sheriff  from  the  court- 
house. 

The  next  day  a  sermon  on  the  deatli  of  George  II.  was  20. 
preached  hj  the  Rev.  Ezra  Styles,  in  presence  of  the  civil 
and  military  officers  of  the  colony.  Pai'liament  made  31 
another  grant  to  the  colonies  for  the  past  year,  of  the 
same  amount  as  for  the  three  previous  campaigns.  The 
appointment  of  John  Temple  to  he  Surveyor-General  for  Feb. 
tlie  northern  colonies,  to  execute  the  acts  of  trade  and 
navigation,  was  a  prelude  to  serious  disturbances.  Tlie 
enforcement  of  these  acts  had  always  been  resisted  in 
America,  and  was  especially  odious  ui  Khode  Island,; 
The  London  custom-house  followed  up  this  measure  by*, 
appointing  Nicholas  Lechmere  to  be  Searcher  and  Land  ^S. 
Waiter  at  Newport.  At  the  same  time  the  Board  of 
Trade  sent  over  tlieir  usual  series  of  twenty  questions 
respecting  the  condition  of  the  colony.  The  illegal  traffic 
carried  on  from  the  northern  colonies  with  the  French 
"West  Indies,  under  cover  of  flags  of  truce,  gave  offence 
to  the  British  merchants ;  but  it  was  too  lucrative  to  be 
easily  stopped.  In  vain  did  the  crown  officers,  aided  by 
some  of  the  govei'nors,  apply  to  the  coiu'te  for  writs  of 
assistance ;  warrants  to  search  for  smuggled  goods  and  to 
demand  aid  in  the  work  from  aU  persons.  The  granting 
these  writs  was  resisted  by  the  merchants  of  Boston,  who 
retained  council  to  oppose  them.  It  was  on  this  question 
that  the  voice  of  James  Otis  was  now  first  heard  in  de- 
fence of  "  the  rights  of  the  colonies."  The  writs  were 
legal,  and  a&  such  were  granted,  but  were  rarely  used  on 
account  of  the  odium  attaching  to  them.  This  was  the 
first  open  murmur  of  discontent  between  the  colonies  and 
the  mother  country.     In  the  course  of  the  controversy, 
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CHAP,  new  ideas  were  developed,  to  which  there  could  be  but 

^         one  logical  result — revolution. 

1T6I.  l^ew   sources   of  trade  vre 

Khode  Island,  and  patent  lights  were  readily  g 
any  who  would  introduce  desirable  branches  of  industry. 
James  Lucena,  a  Portuguese  subject,  was  naturalized  by 
^^^-  the  Assembly,  and  an  exclusive  right  for  ten  years  was 
bestowed  upon  him  to  manufacture  soap,  similar  to  that 
made  in  Castile,  of  which  lie  knew  the  process.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  his  patent,  he  was  to  reveal  the  secret  to  the  As- 
sembly. Lotteries  were  granted  for  continuing  the  pave- 
ment of  streets  in  JS'ewport,  and  to  commence  paving  in 
Providence  from  "Weybosset  33ridge,  north,  south,  and 
west.  An  amendment  to  the  election  law  was  made,  al- 
lowing any  freeman  who  shonld  move  from  one  town  into 
another,  to  vote  upon  certificate  of  his  being  a  freeman, 
provided  he  owned  a  sufficient  freehold  estate  in  his  new 
place  of  residence,  and  also  permitting  the  eldest  son  of 
a  freeholder  to  become  a  freeman  without  being  pro- 
pounded for  tliree  months,  as  was  requii'cd  in  all  other 

Although  the  conquest  of  Canada  was  completed,  it 
was  deemed  necessaiy  in  order  to  protect  the  newly  ac- 
quired territory,  to  keep  a  large  force  in  the  field,  equal 
to  two-thirds  of  that  heretofore  employed.  Designs 
against  the  French  West  Indies  were  also  to  be  cari'ied 
MftT.  ont.  The  Assembly  voted  to  raise  six  htmdred  and  sixty- 
30-  six  men  in  seven  companies,'  and  directed  the  treasurer 
to  hire  eight  thousand  pounds,  lawful  money,  for  nine 
months  at  the  rate  of  seven  per  cent,  interest  per  annnm ; 
failing  in  which,  an  issue  to  that  amount  in  bills  of  credit, 
payable  in  five  years  and  bearing  five  per  cent,  interest, 

'  John  Whiting,  colonel;  Samuel  Rose,  lleutenant-eolonel ;  Christoplier 
Hargll,  Hajor.  Tlio  eompaay  ollioers  whosa  names  appear  for  tlie  first  time 
in  the  servioe,  were,  of  2d.  lieutenanls^-Andrew  Bold,  Abraham  Hawkins, 
Hezebiah  Saunders;  Enagns — William  Prior,  Comfort  Carpenter,  Joseph 
Brownel,  Elias  Burdicli. 
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to  'be  redeemed  by  taxation,  was  to  be  made.     A  tax  of   chap. 
sixteen  thousand  pounds,  lawful  money,  was  assessed,  to    ^^^^' 
be  collected  in  ^November.     The  troops  were  ordered  by    1T61. 
Gen.  Amherst  to  be  sent  forward  to  Albany.     TlieAssem-   -^II"' 
bly  had  always,  nntil  this  yeai-,  met  on  the  day  before 
the  general  election  to  act  upon  the  admission  of  freemen. 
Tlie  recent  law,  req^uiring  the  actual  election   of  State 
officers  to  be  held  at  the  town  meetings,  rendered  this 
coui'se  no  longer  necessary.     The  legislature  therefore  met  Ms,jG. 
on  election  day,  the  iirat  Wednesday  of  May.     The  proxies 
sent  from  the  towns  were  placed  in  charge  of  the  clerk  of 
the  House,  and  the  usual  business  of  admitting  freemen 
of  the   colony  was  postponed  for  one  month,  when  the 
minor  officers  were  chosen,  and  "WilKam  Kead  was  made 
captain,  and  Caleb  Carr  lieutenant  of  Fort  George.     At    j„jjg 
each  change  in  tlie  command  of  the  fort,  a  full  report  was      8- 
required  of  its  condition  and  armament.     At  this  time 
there  were  twenty  six  mounted  cannon  in  the  battery,  be- 
side fom'teen  cannon  for  the  colony  sloop  of  war,  a  few 
old  guns,  and  a  large  amount  of  ammunition  and  small 
aims.     An  act  to  ascertain  the  value  of  rateable  estates,      32, 
fixed  the  tax  valuition  of  several  descriptions  of  property, 
in  old  tenor  money.     "  Servants  for  life  between  fourteen 
and  forty-five  years  of  age  "  were  "  valued  at  five  hundred 
pounds  ;  horses  and  mares  from  two  to  four  yeai's  of  age, 
at  forty  pounds  per  head,"  above  that   age   at  eighty 
pounds ;    oxen  of  four  years  and  upwards    at    ninety 
pounds ;  other  cattle  from  forty  to  seventy  pounds ;  goats 
at  three,  sheep  at  five,  and  swine  at  twelve  pounds  each. 

Gen,  Amherst,  determined  to  be  in  season,  wrote  re-     15. 
questing  !Rhode  Island  to  keep  one  company  of  sixty-fom' 
men  in  pay  the  next  winter.'     The  appropriation   made    jujy 
by  Parliament  to  the  colonies  for  the  year  1759,  was  not      s. 
paid  until  this  time,  and  then  only  one-half  in  cash,  and 

'  The  colooies  rarely  eent  into  the  field  quit*  the  number  of  man  voted 
by  them.    Tbe  defioienoiea  this  year  wece  lai^er  than  uauul,  and  about  in 
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CHAP,  the  balance  in  exchequer  orders,  bewing  four  per  cent. 
,5^J|^  interest.     The  share  of  Ehode  Island  was   ninety-three 
1761.    hundred  and  thirty-eight  pounds  sterling,  of  which  one- 
half  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  agent,  subject  to  draft, 
and  the  remainder  he  received  in  stocli,  aa  had  been  the 
ease  with  the  previous  appropriation. 
j^'  Negotiations  for  peace  in  Europe  were  broken  off  by 

the  formation  of  tliat  singular  alliance  between  the  Bour- 
bon sovereigns,  known  as  the  "  Family  Compact,"  and 
the  simultaneous  signing  of  a  special  Convention  between 
France  and  Spain.  3j  the  Compact  it  was  agi'eed  that 
the  several  branches  of  the  Bourbon  family  should  sus- 
tain each  other  against  aU  foreign  powers  ;  questions  of 
peace  or  "war  involving  any  one  of  them  thus  becoming 
the  common  cause  of  all.  By  this  arrangement,  in  which 
Spain  was  the  loser,  the  aid  of  her  fleets  was  at  a  later 
period  secured  to  the  republican  cause  in  America,  when 
Louis  XVI.  embraced  the  popular  side.  By  the  Conven- 
tion, Spain  bound  herself  to  declare  war  with  Great 
Britain,  unless  peace  should  be  concluded  before  the  first 
of  May,  and  both  these  great  powers  resolved  to  unite,  if 
possible,  all  the  lesser  commercial  states  in  a  league  against 
the  maritime  supremacy  of  England.'  This  course,  of 
which  Pitt  was  secretly  advised,  rendered  a  war  with 


a  like  proportion  among  the  Beveral  colonies.    IVom  General  Amliecat'a 


turn  of  troops  engaged  in  this  campaign, 

.  made  to  the  War  Oifice,  wo  find: 

Kemainea  in  Winter. 

New  Hampahire,      584 

4S3 

51 

2,637 

581 

Ehode  Island,           666 

305 

64 

2,000 

sas 

New  York,             l,m 

1,547 

173 

Now  Jersey,              600 

6B4 

64 

Virginia,                1,000 

1,000 

North  Carolina.         600 

S25 

The  southern  troops  were  mainly  en 

iployed  In  ac 

itive  lioatilltles  ngains 

the  Cherokee  Indiana. 

'  Lord  Mahon's  Hlstoi-j  of  England 

„  ehap.  xxr 

nl  ■   BancroiVa  U.  S. 

chap.  stii.  TOl.  Jv.  p.  403-5. 
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Spain  imperative.  Tlte  majority  of  the  ministry  desired  CHAP. 
peace,  and  refused  to  sanction  any  other  policy.  Pitt  in-  .__  _J__ 
sisted  upon  -war,  and  thus  aided  the  intrigue  that  was  iVei. 
forming  among  hie  colleagues  to  oust  him. 

The  coronation  of  George  III.  and  his  young  queen  Sept. 
took  place  while  these  important  events  were  in  progress, 
but  produced  no  change  in  the  temper  of  the  ministry. 
A  few  days  later  Pitt  resigned  the  seals,  tiie  ascendency  Oct.  5. 
of  Lord  Bnte  was  complete,  and  the  Earl  of  Egremont 
became  secretary  of  the  colonies,  tlie  place  once  so  ably 
filled  by  the  fallen  premier,  A  pension  of  three  thouaand 
pounds  a  yeai'  for  himself,  and  a  place  ia  the  peerage  for 
his  wife,  with  the  title  of  Baroness  of  Chatham,  was  the 
present  reward  of  the  man  who,  within  five  years,  had 
raised  England  from  a  condition  of  comparative  humility 
to  be  the  gi'eatest  power  in  the  world. 

A  meeting  at  which  only  private  business  w^  trans-    Sept. 
acted,  was  followed  by  the  regular  autumnal  session  of  the 

,  when  the  sixty-four  men,  required  for  winter  q^ 
:,  were  retained  to  garrison  Port  Stanwix.  An  ex-  12. 
cise  upon  hquors  sold  at  retail,  which  had  existed  for 
many  years,  was  continued,  and  the  rate  fixed  at  three 
shillings  a  gaUon,  currant  wine,  a  domestic  production, 
only  excepted.  Bills  of  exchange  on  England  for  the 
colony's  war  money  were  ordered  to  be  sold  at  five  per 
cent,  premium,  and  the  proceeds  to  be  applied  in  redeem- 
ing lawful  money  bfils,  six  shOlinga  of  which,  or  foiu'  and 
sixpence  sterling,  were  reckoned  as  one  dollar.  The  law 
requiring  the  legislature  to  sit  in  the  several  counties, 
compelled  frequent  adjournments.  Tliia  session  was  begun 
in  Kewport,  and  adjourned  to  South  Kingstown.  The  38. 
custom  was  fatiguing  and  useless.  It  seems  to  have  arisen 
from  local  jealousies.  Its  efiect  was  to  prevent  a  full  at- 
tendance of  members,  and  often,  from  this  cause,  to  create 
the  heart-burning  it  was  intended  to  allay.  An  instance 
of  such  a  result  occurred  at  this  adjournment. 

Two  remarkable  natural  phenomena  marked  the  year. 
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CHAF.  Tlie  first  was  in  tlie  spring,  wlieii  two  sliocke  of  an 
^         eai'tliquabe  were  felt,  between  two  and  three  o'cloclr  at 
I7ai.    night,  all  over  New  England.    Tlie  other  waa  a  terrible 
^^'    north-eaet  storm,  which  occurred  in  the  recess  of  the 
Oct.     Assembly.     The  spire  of  Trinity  Church  was  blown  down, 
2^~*-    and  the  tide  rose  to  an  unparalleled  height,  sweeping  away 
"Wejbosset  Bridge  in  Providence.     Great  damage  was 
done  to  the  shipping  and  whai'ves,  and  large  trees  were 
tora  up  by  the  violence  of  the  gale.    An  application  was 
38.     made  to  the  Assembly  for  aid  in  rebuilding  the  bridge, 
and  one  thousand  pounds  were  allowed  for  tliat  object. 
Eight  members  of  the  House  protested  against  the  appro- 
priation, on  the  ground  that  but  thirty-five  members  were 
present,  fourteen  of  whom  were  from  Providence  county ; 
whence  it  appears  that  but  tliirteen  deputies,  besides  those 
directly  interested,  participated  in  tlie  vote.     'We  have 
seen  that  lottery  grants  for  every  variety  of  object  had 
become  freq^uent.     One  was  made  at  this  time  for  build- 
ing a  church  in  Johnston,  but  the  most  singular  purpose 
for  which  this  ready  but  doubtful  device  was  solicited, 
was  tlie  mating  a  passage  around  Pawtucket  Falls,  "  so 
that  fish  of  almost  every  kind,  who  choose  fresh  water  at 
certain  seasons  of  the  year,  may  pass  with  ease."     It  was 
represented  that  the  country  above  the  falls  would  derive 
much  advantage  by  Hius  facilitating  the  access  of  the  fish 
to  tlie  upper  waters.     A  lottery  to  raise  fifteen  hundred 
pounds,  old  tenor,  was  granted  for  this  purpose.' 

Tlie  first  theatrical  company  that  ever  performed  in 
America,  came  to  Newport  this  autumn  from  Williams- 
burg, recommended  by  the  governor  and  council,  and 
many  leading  planters  in  Virginia.  Tlie  manager  was- 
David  Douglass.     Their  application  for  a  license  was  at 

'  Twelve  years  later,  in  August,  1173,  the  Assembly  passed  "an  act 
making  it  lawful  for  any  one  to  break  down  or  blow  up  the  rocks  at  Paw- 
tucket Jalla,  to  let  Mi  pass  np,"  what  was  done  in  that  way  in  116!  hftTing 
been  found  to  be  of  public  utility,  and  "  the  eaid  river"  was  "  declared  a 
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iirst  refused  fcy  the  town,  but  afterward  granted,  and  the  chap. 
performances  were  well  attended.     A  temporaiy  theati-e   ■^^^^■ 
was  built,  which  wae  blown  down  in  the  great  gale,  and    1761, 
the  comedians  narrowly  escaped  with  their  lives.     During 
the  yeai'  tliere  was  an  extensive  emigration  from  New 
England  to  Nova  Scotia.     About  one  hundred  persons 
went  from  the  single  town  of  Newport.' 

The  fleet  designed  to  operate  in  conjunction  with  Eod- 
ney  against  the  French  colonies  in  the  "West  Indies,  sailed 
from  New  York  with  an  army  of  twelve  thousand  men,    ^°^- 
partly  jirovincial  troops,  imder  Gen.  Monckton,  who  had 
just  been  appointed  governor  of  that  province.     The  war 
was  now  to  be  prosecuted  with  etjual  vigor  at  the  opposite 
extreme  of  North  America,  and  with  the  same  resiilt  as  in 
Canada.     The  circular  of  tlie  Eai'l  of  Egremont  req^iiired    Deo. 
the  same  number  of  provincials  to  be  raised  for  the  com- 
ing as  for  the  past  campaign.     Tlie  zeal  of  Ehode  Island, 
ever  ready  for  service  on  the  sea,  was  further  stimulated 
by  the  allowance  of  four  hundred  pounds  sterling  as     a3. 
bounty  for  the  seamen  sent  to  Admiral  Durell  two  yeai-s 
before.     The  rejected  policy  of  Pitt  was  triumphantly 
vindicated  by  the  course  of  events  that  soon  compelled    1763, 
the  new  ministry  to  adopt  it  by  declaring  wai-  against  Jan.  4. 
Spain.     A  new  enemy  was  now  to  be  engaged,  renewed 
efforts  were  to  be  made  by  the  colonies,  and  Parliament 
appropriated  a  hundred  and  thirty-three  thousand  pounds    Feb. 
sterlmg  towai-ds  their  war   expenses.     The  triumph  of 
British  arms  in  the  West  Indies  was  decisive,     Martinique, 
tlie  richest  of  the  French  possessions  in  that  quarter,  sur- 
rendered, and  soon  the  entire  outer  group  of  the  Carib-      14. 
bean  Islands  fell  before  the  fleet  of  Eodney.     The  seas 
swarmed  with    privateers,   to   the   utter   destruction  of 
French  commerce.     But  a  greater  enterprise  and  a  more 
brilliant  victory  were  to  result  from  the  new  war.     The 
conquest  of  Cuba  was  to  himible  the  pride  of  Spain,  and 

'  Bull's  Memoii'  of  Rhode  Isknd. 
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CHAP,  to  become  the  crowning  glory  of  the  war  in  America. 
.•^^^,  For  this  object  the  eolomes  were  required  to  furnish  ad- 
ITea.    ditional  troops.     The  quota  assigned  to  Rhode  Island,  by 
^^^-    order  of  Gen.  Amherst,  was  a  hundred  and  seventy-eight, 
men.     The  regular  regiment  of  six  hundi-ed  and  sixty-six 
32.     men,  was  voted  by  the  Assembly,'  and  live  tliousand 
pounds  in  lawful  money  bills,  to  be  redeemed  at  tlie  end 
of  live  years  by  taxation,  were  emitted  to  cover  the  ex- 
penses.    Tlie  additional  quota  of  a  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight  men,  was  raised  at  an  adjourned  session,  and  a  fur- 
jfgr.    th*^r  issue  of  two  thousand  pounds  wm  made  on  this  ae- 
23-     count. 

A  disastrous  fire,  in  the  month  of  February,  destroyed 
all  the  stores  on  Long  Wliai-f,  in  ^Newport.  Some  of  the 
sufferers  petitioned  for  and  received  the  grant  of  a  lottery 
for  their  benefit.  Several  such  grants  were  made  at  the 
same  time ;  one  to  raise  a  thousand  dollars  for  putting  a 
steeple  on  St.  John's  Chui'ch  in  Providence,  and  one  for 
opening  the  communication  with  the  sea  from  the  great 
pond  on  Block  Island  which  had  been  closed,  whereby 
the  cod  and  bass  fishery  had  been  spoiled,  and  what  was 
once  a  secure  harbor  for  fishing  vessels,  could  no  longer 
be  entered. 

Party  spirit  now  rose  very  high  in  Rhode  Island.  The 
hostility  between  town  and  country  acquired  fresh  stimu- 
lus from  the  report  of  a  committee  to  ascertain  the  value 
of  ratable  estates  which  was  made  at  the  recent  session. 
Twenty  deputies  recorded  their  protest  against  the  adop- 
tion of  the  report,  because,  in  their  opinion,  it  laid  too 
large  a  proportion  of  taxes  upon  the  country  towns.  To 
quiet  a  strife  which  had  so  long  and  so  bitterly  distract- 

'  The  re^jnental  officers  were  Samuel  Rose,  colonel ;  Christopher  Har^, 
lieutenant-colonel ;  Kathanial  Peck,  tncyor.  The  ooiapany  officers  -who  now 
appear  for  the  first  time  in  the  service  were ; — Ist  lieuteniinta — Samuel 
Thornton,  Thomas  Cotterill;  2d  lieutenant — WilUam  Horenden;  enwgns — 
Daniel  Coggesball,  jr.,  Alexander  Brown,  Simeon  SteTens,  Jonitban  Miller, 
lEhinael  Wilcox,  Beriah  Hopkina,  JohnTefft. 

Surgeon,  Benjamin  Brown;  adjutant.  Lieutenant  Asa  Klmbal, 
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ed  the  colony,  Samuel  Wai-d,  following  the  example  of   CHAP. 
Gov.  Hopkins  the  year  before,  submitted  to  the  General  3^ 
Assembly  a  series  of  proposals  in  wiitmg,  which  were,    1762. 
that  Gov.  Hopkins  and  himself  should  each  resign  their    -^^^^ 
pretensions  to  the  office  of  governor ;  that  some  Newport 
gentleman  sliould  be  chosen  to  that  place,  and  suggeBting 
the  name  of  Gideon  Wanton ;  that  tlie  deputy-governor 
should  be  selected  fix)m  Providence,  and  naming  Nicholas 
Coot  or  Daniel  Jenckes,  both  of  the  Hopkins  party,  as 
suitable  persons ;    and   that   the  Assistants    should    be 
equally  chosen  from  the  two  parties.     This  effort  at  con- 
ciliation was  not  accepted  by  the  other  side.     Perhaps  the 
fact  that  the  governorship,  by  this  arrangement,  would  be 
given  to  tlie  Ward  or  opposition  party,  while  the  Magis- 
trates were  to  he  equally  divided,  was  thought  too  great 
a  concession  to  he  made  by  the  dominant  interest  which 
for  four  successive  yeai's  had  held  the  power.'    The  result 
was  a  renewal  of  the  contest  more  fiercely  than  ever  at 
the  next  election,  and  the  complete  triumph  of.  the  Wai'd  Maj6. 
party  by  the  choice  of  Samuel  Ward  as  governor,  and  a 
majority  of  the  council,  six  of  whom  were  new  membei's, 
while   of  the   other  four  two  were  from  Newport,  the 
stronghold  of  the  victorious  party. 

For  the  great  expedition  against  Cuba,  shortly  to  sail    -'^P'"'' 
from  New  York,  Gen.  Amherst  ordered  two  hundred  and 
seven  men  from  Ehode  Island  to  be  sent  on  immediately, 
and  soon  after  wi'Ote  for  the  remainder  of  the  regiment  to     n. 
be  forwai-ded  to  Albany,     Ti-ade  with   the  enemy  was 
carried  on  by  the  colonies  to  au  extent  that  roused  the 
indignation  of  the  home  government,  by  whose  oi^derB 
Amherst  wrote  to  the  northern  colonies,  threatening  an     jg 
embargo  unless  the  exportation  of  provisions  should  in- 

Thesa  "  proposals  for  peace,"  and  inanj  other  Tuluable  papers  relating 
to  the  Ward  and  Hopkius  eoiitroTersj,  and  to  other  important  periods  in 
the  history  of  this  Stat«,  were  deposited  a  few  years  since  in  thn  office  of 
the  eecretarj  bj  Kiohard  R.  Ward,  Esq.,  of  Neiv  Torlr,  a  grandson  of  Gov. 
Samuel  Ward, 
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CHAP,  stautly  cease.     Soon  after  tliis,   a  seizure  of  papers  be- 
3!^  longing  to  French  subjecte  in  'New  York,  disclosed  a  plan 
1763.    for  obtaining  supplies  so  extensive  tliat  Amherst  at  once 
"ifJ'    wrote  to  Massachusetts,  Kliode  Island,  and  Connecticut, 
to  lay  an  embargo  upon  aU  but  transport  vessels  engaged 
in  government  employ.     In  little  more  than  a  month,  sup- 
phes  for  the  British  forces  having  been  received  from 
•^^^^    England,  it  was  removed.     Tlie  detachment,  of  Ehode 
Island  troops  destined  for  the  "West  Indies  was  in  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant-colonel  Hargil.     To   defray  the  ex- 
penses of  their  outfit,  two  thousand  pounds,  lawful  money 
Hay  S.  bills,  were  issued  by  the  Assembly.     Col,  Whiting  was 
authorized  to  enlist  the  Hhode  Island  troops  at  Fort  Stan- 
wis,  whose  term  was  about  to  expire,  into  the  regiments 
of  regulars. 

The  first  instance  in  the  history  of  the  colony,  where 
the  sentence  of  death  was  passed  upon  a  conricted  bur- 
glar, occurred  at  tin's  time.  Tlie  criminal  petitioned  for 
pardon,  and  received  a  reprieve  of  fourteen  months,  until 
his  case  could  be  presented  to  the  King  with  a  recommen- 
June  "l^*'*^^  to  mei-cy.'  An  addition  to  the  fire  act  required 
14.  six  fire  hooks  and  ladders  to  be  kept  in  Newport ;  that 
each  dweUing-houae  sliould  be  furnished  with  a  leathern 
bucket,  having  the  owner's  name  painted  upon  it,  and  a 
ladder  to  reach  to  the  top  of  the  house,  or  in  lieu  thereof, 
a  trap  door  in  the  roof;  ^^-^^  -^r.-^-.^, 
in  the  public  powder-hc 

'  It  is  believed  thai  the  do 
orjgmated  in.  Ehode  Island.  It  i 
fo  the  town  of  Providence  in  thf 
is  blood  gniltiuess,  and  against  tl 
tipon  transgressors  ag^ust  the 
forth  the  masterlj  letter  of  Kog 
conscience.  Had  this  been  the 
perilons  document,  'Willianis  woe 
he  did.  Ante,  chap,  vlii.,  to!,  i. 
fused,  and  the  burglar  was  hunj 
the  last  execution  that  hns  taken 
time,  except  for  military  offences  uiumg  mu  nc 
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pounds,  wliich  any  person  might  keep  in  a  tin  canister  at  chap. 
his  own  residence.     The  mode  of  landing  and  shipping  __^ 
powder  on  board  vessels  in  the  liarhor,  was  also  regulated.    ITea. 
The  most  brilliant  achievement  of  British  arms  was    "^"^^ 
tlie  captui'e  of  Havana.     A  powerful  fleet,  under  Admiral 
Poeocke,  had  sailed  from  England  in  March,  destined  for 
this  point.     Having  joined  a  part  of  Eodnoy'e  squadron, 
the  annament,  consisting  of  thirty-seven  ships  of  war,  a 
hundi-ed  and  fifty  transports,  and  an  army  of  ten  thousand 
men,  appeared  off  the  Moro.     The  Spanish  garrison  mim-      6. 
bered  forty-six  hundred  men.     The  siege  was  most  difii- 
enlt.     Under  a  burning  sun,  in  a  sickly  climate,  against  a 
resolute  foe  and  an  almost  impregnable  castle,  the  steadi- 
ngs, valor,  and  endurance  of  the  troops  were  tiied  to 
their  utmost.      Heinforeements  of  twenty-five  hundred 
negroes  from  the  other  islands,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  siege,  and  of  colonial  troops  under  Gen.  Lyman  ari-iv- 
ing  from  New  York  some  weeke  later,  increased  the  force 
to  nearly  fifteen  thousand  men.     At  length,  after  incredi- 
ble hardships   and   a  fearful  loss  of  life,  a  breach  was 
eiFected,  the  whole  army  rushed  to  the  assault,  and  the    Jnly 
strong  castle  of  the  Moro  was  carried  by  storm.     Tlie 
batteries  were  turned  upon  the  city  of  Havana,  whicli  two 
weeks  later  surrendered,  and  "  the  gem  of  the  Antilles  "    Aug. 
became  the  prize  of  British  valor,     Tlie  treasure  captured 
was  immense,  by  some  estimated  at  three  millions  ster- 
ling, but  the  cost  was  dear.     It  is  said  that  when  the  city 
capitulated,  there  were  not  more  than  twenty-five  hundred 
men  of  the  besieging  army  fit  for  service.    Upon  the 
continent  the  cessation  of  active  operations  had  so  im- 
paired all  interest  in  the  war,  that  desertions  were  fre- 
quent, and  recruiting  was  difficult.     Gen,  Amherst  wrote      *■ 
to  request  that  a  company  be  retained,  as  last  year,  for 
winter  service,  and  took  occasion  to  reprove  the  colony 
for  raising  so  few  recruits  for  the  regular  corps.    The 
Assembly  voted  to  retain  one  company  at  Fort  Stanwix,      23. 
and  gave  orders  to  allow  recruits  to  be  enlisted  in  aeeord- 
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CHAP,  ance  with  tliat  letter.     The  accounts  of  the  colony  were 
..^^  thoroughly  examined,  and  detailed  reports  were  presented 
1762.    by  committees  appointed  to  examine  the  books  of  the 
committee  of  war,  the  general  treasurer,  the  naval  officer, 
and  the  paper-money  office  respectively,     Prom  tlie  latter 
it  appears  that  there  were  outstanding  in  bills  of  credit, 
of  old  tenor,  over  ninety-tliree  thousand  pounds,  of  Crown 
Point  bills  twenty-three  hundred  pounds,  and  of  lawful 
money,  sixty-six  thousand  pounds,'     An  act  to  suppress 
theatrical  exhibitions  was  passed.    Douglass  had  moved 
his  company  from  Newport,  built  a  theatre,  and  com- 
menced playing  in  Providence,  where  large  numbers  of 
people  came  from  Boston  to   attend   the   performances. 
July    The  citizens,  considering  the  theati'e  a  nuisance,  voted  in 
town  meeting  to  petition  the  Assembly  for  its  suppression, 
and  this  act,  which  remained  in  force  for  some  years,  was 
accordingly  passed. 
Sept.  11^6  last  important  event  of  the  war  in  America,  was 

18.  the  Te-captiu-e  of  St.  John's,  which  had  been  snrpriaed  by 
a  French  squadron  under  Admiral  De  Temay  early  in 
the  season.  The  garrison,  numbering  seven  hundred  and 
seventy  men,  surrendered  to  Lord  Colville,  and  thus  the 
gi'eat  island  of  Newfoundland,  the  hey  to  the  St.  Law- 
rence, once  more  fell  into  the  hands  of  England,  and  com- 
pleted the  conquest  of  the  French  po^essions  east  of  the 
Mississippi." 
31.  To   supply  the  treasury,  and  to  pay  off  the  troops, 

whoso  return  was  shortly  expected,  an  emission  of  four 
thousand  pounds  in  lawful  money  bills,  beaiing  five  per 
cent,  interest,  to  be  redeemed  by  taxation  at  the  end  of 

'  Theeiiictamouiitswere£98,68'iISs.2itt  old  tenor,  £2,321  IT s.  Crown 
Point,  £66,403  is.  ed.  kwM  money.  For  a  conciEe  account  of  the  colonial 
currency  of  Rhode  Island,  tlie  reader  is  referred  to  an  able  pamphlet  upon 
this  subject  by  Hon.  Elieha  R.  Potter,  entitled  "  A  brief  account  of  Ernie- 
sions  of  Paper  Money  made  by  the  colony  of  Ehode  Island."  Providence, 
ISST.     48  pp. 

'  General  Amheret's  leiter  of  12th  October,  ivitli  a  copy  of  Ihe  capitu- 
lation of  the  Count  da  Hauseonville,  13th  September,  1762. 
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five  years,  was  made,  and  a  tax  of  eight  thousand  pounds,  CHAP, 
payable  in  a^ovember,  was  laid,  of  ■which  Newport  was  >^^^^ 
assessed  fifteen  hundred  and  sixty,  and  Providence  five  1762. 
hundred  pounds.  The  apportionment  of  this  tax  gave  °^*' 
great  dissatisfaction.  Several  deputies  entered  a  protest 
against  it,  and  some  of  tlie  towns  refused  to  assess  their 
portion  until  a  new  estimate  was  ordered.  Violations  of 
the  laws  regulating  the  admission  of  freemen  and  manner 
of  voting,  led  to  an  amendment  of  the  statute,  providing 
that  whoever  should  give  or  receive  a  deed  of  real  estate 
for  election  piu'poses,  should  be  disfranchised;  that  sus- 
pected voters  might  be  challenged  at  tlie  polls  ;  that  the 
certificates  of  those  voting  thereby  should  beai-  date  with- 
in ten  days  of  the  time  of  election ; .  that  whoever  should 
vote  without  due  qualification,  or  should  cast  more  than 
one  vote  for  any  officer,  should  be  fined  twenty  pounds ; 
and  that  in  the  admission  of  freemen  of  the  colony,  and  in 
the  conduct  of  the  general  elections,  tlie  Assembly  should 
join  in  grand,  committee  and  not  act  in  separate  Houses. 
This  act  was  closely  connected  with  the  political  contro- 
versy then  raging  in  the  colony.  The  last  clause  was  en- 
acted in  consequence  of  the  conduct  of  the  Upper  House 
at  the  spring  election,  upon  a  question  of  the  admission 
of  freemen.  Tlie  Assembly  "being  in  grand  committee, 
certain  proxy  votes  were  thrown  out  'as  being  cast  by  un- 
qualified persons,  whereupon  the  governor  and  assistants 
withdrew,  claimed  a  negative  upon  the  proceedings  of  the 
deputies,  and  received  and  counted  the  rejected  votes, 
which  were  for  Ward.  This  caused  much  excitement.  It 
WE^  considered  as  a  high-handed  proceeding  on  the  part 
of  the  Upper  House,  and  was  used  in  pamphlets  and 
political  articles  with  disastrous  effect  upon  "Wai'd  at 
the  ensuing  election,  as  we  shall  see. 

The  third  newspaper  printed  in  Khode  Island,  and  the    oct, 
first  in  Providence,  was  now  commenced  by   William     30 
Goddard.     It  was  called  "The  Providence  Gazette  and 
Country  JoumaL"    In  its  colunms  Gov.  Hopkins  publish- 
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CHAP,  ed  the  first  and  only  chapter  of  his  "  Account  of  Provi- 
^^J^  dence,"  intended  to  he  a  history  of  the  State,  hut  which 
1T62.    was  suspended  in  eonseqnence  of  the  difficulties  that  en- 
sued, leading  to  the  Eevolutiou.    Tliat  the  old  feeling  of 
Piuutan  hostility  to  "  the  heretic  colony,"  was  not  yet  ex- 
tinguished, tliis  publication  was  a  means  of  proving, 
"While  this  chapter,  which  occupied  several  articles,  w^ 
appearing  in  the  Gazette,  Kr.  Goddard  received  several 
abusive  letters  from  Massachusetts  inquiring  how  much 
he  received  for  it,  and  containing  many  oUier  remarks  in- 
sulting to  the  editor,  the  author,  and  the  colony.' 
Oct.  Advices  of  the  payment  of  the  war  appropriation  for 

37.  1160  having  been  received  from  the  agent,  the  treasurer 
was  ordered  to  draw  iipon  him  for  the  amount,  eighty- 
eight  hundred  sixty-one  pounds,  twelve  sliillings,  sterling, 
and  to  redeem  therewith  as  many  lawful  money  bills  of 
credit  as  possible.  A  small  portion  of  the  fund  due  to 
each  colony  was  retained  l)/  the  home  government  until 
the  retuma  of  Gen.  Amherst  should  inform  them  of  the 
exact  number  of  troops  furnished  by  each  colony.  The 
governor  was  requested  to  write  to  Sir  Jeffrey  for  a  copy 
of  his  returns  to  the  war  ofRee,  that  those  relating  to  the 
Ehode  Island  regiment  might  be  compai'ed  with  the 
muster-roll  of  the  colony.  The  Assembly  ordered  a  pub- 
lic tlianksgiving  to  be  held  on  the  eighteenth  of  Novem- 
ber, for  the  happy  result  of  the  war. 

Upon  news  of  the  capture  of  Havana  reaching  Europe, 

preliminaries  of  peace,  which  had  been  agreed  upon  by 

the  other  belligerents,  and  only  resisted  hy  Spain  until 

Nov.    the  result  of  that  siege  could  be  known,  were  signed  at 

Pontainehleau,  and   an   armistice  ensued.     The  colonial 

38.  troops  returned  from  the  West  Indies  broken  down  hy 
disease,  and  more  than  decimated  by  the  casualties  of 
war.     From  a  despatch  of  Gen.  Amherst,  we  learn  that 

'  This  fact  was  communicated  to  the  late  Judge  Eddy  by  Mr.  Goddard 
himself,  and  is  found  under  date  of  Augnst  18th,  ISlt,  the  day  when  the 
information  was  obtdced,  among  Judge  Eddy'a  historical  MSS. 
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many  of  the  lihode  Island  regiment  died  upon  the  home-  chap. 
ward  passage,  and  their  ranks  had  become  feaifiilly  ,^  ___^. 
thinned  by  the  disasters  of  the  campaign.  Of  tlie  two  1T6S. 
hundred  and  seven  men  under  Lieutenant  colonel  Hargil, 
but  one  hundred  and  twelve  survived  the  siege  of  Havana. 
The  great  war  was  ended.  Although,  pending  the  diseus- 
aion  of  the  preliminaries,  it  was  expedient,  in  order  to  keep 
up  a  show  of  force,  to  recruit  the  regular  troops  in  the 
several  colonies,  for  which  purpose  Amherst  allotted  the  Dec.  8. 
forty-eighth  regiment  to  be  recruited  in  Ehode  Island,  yet 
the  result  proved  this  precaution  to  be  unnecessary.  The  ms. 
definitive  treaty  of  peace,  known  from  the  place  of  its  ^^^' 
signature,  as  the  Peace  of  Paris,  was  concluded  between 
France  and  Spain  on  one  hand,  and  England  and  Portu- 
gal on  tlie  other.  France  lost  every  foot  of  gi-ound  upon 
the  North  American  Continent.  AH  east  of  tlie  Miseis- 
eippi  was  ceded  to  England,  and  Ifew  Orleans,  with  the 
whole  of  Louisiana  west  of  the  river,  was  transfeiTed  to 
Spam  as  indemnity  for  the  losses  she  had  sustained, 
liie  free  navigation  of  the  river  was  guaranteed,  Spain 
ceded  Florida  to  England  in  exchange  for  the  Ha- 
vana. The  most  valuable  of  the  conquered  "West  Lidia 
Islands  were  restored  to  France,  with  certain  rights  of 
fishery  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence.  In  Europe  each  of 
the  conflicting  powers  received  baek  its  own,  but  the  ex- 
istence and  nationahty  of  Prussia  was  established  hy  the 
heroism  and  statesmanship  of  the  gi-eat  Frederick,  India, 
next  to  America,  was  the  theatre  of  the  most  important 
changes  effected  by  the  wai*.  The  French,  everywhere 
beaten,  abandoned  the  right  to  fortify  their  settlements 
in  Bengal,  and  the  foundation  of  that  magnificent  Indian 
empire,  whose  stoiy  reads  like  the  pages  of  romance,  was 
laid  by  the  prowe^  of  British  anns. 

Such  were  the  chief  results  of  the  most  wide-spread, 
costly,  and  sanguinaiy  stiife  which  the  world  had  ever 
seen.  England  had  attained  the  pinnacle  of  power.  The 
a.  of  the  Ohio  valley,  for  which  the  war  had  been 
VOL.  II. — 52 


>v  Google 


242  HISTORY    OF    THE    STATE    OF    RHODE    ISLASD. 

CUAP.  commenced  nine  years  liefore,  had  led  to  the  eonq^uest  of 
■    a  continent  in  the  "West,  the  foundation  of  an  empire  in 

1763.  the  East,  and  the  undisputed  supremacy  of  the  seas  over 
the  whole  earth.  Teriitorial  ambition  could  grasp  no 
more.  It  had  already  seized  too  much ;  and  before  the 
colossal  fabric  could  become  fau-ly  united  under  one  cen-, 
tral  govermnent,  the  most  momentous  political  eonvuleion 
of  modem  times  was  to  originate  a  new  order  of  things, 
and  to  wrest  forever  from  the  crown  of  England  her 
brightest  jewel.  Already  had  proposals  to  tax  the  colonies 
been  made  in  the  Britiah  Parliament,  lioyal  govemora 
and  superseded  commanders-in-chief  returning  from 
America,  dissatisfied  with  the  people,  had  urged  the  min- 
istry to  more  rigid  measures  of  colonial  policy.  Tlie  acts 
of  Trade  and  Navigation,  always  unpopular,  had  of  late 
become  more  obnoxious  by  the  renewed  vigor  witli  which 
they  were  pressed.  It  was  objected  to  the  retaining  of 
Canada  in  place  of  the  "West  India  Islands,  in  the  treaty 
of  peace,  that  it  would  sti-engthen  tlie  American  colonies 
for  revolt.  Prophesies  of  futm'e  independence,  at  no 
remote  period,  were  made  by  intelligent  foreigners,  and 
even  hinted  at  in  Parliament  during  the  discussion  of  the 
treaty,  as  well  as  entertained  by  thonghtfcd,  far-sighted, 
statesmen  at  home.  The  controversy  concerning  the  writs 
of  assistance,  had  led  to  the  discussion  of  natural  rights, 
until  the  idea,  if  not  the  language,  of  liberty  had  become 
familiar  to  the  populai'  mind.  Ilese  were  significant  facts 
in  which  the  ear  of  historic  fancy  cam  almost  hear  the 
distant  dram-beat  of  the  Pevolution- 
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CHAPTEE    XVIII. 


FROM  THE  PEACE  OF  PARIS,  FEBRUARY  10,  lies,  TO  THE  CLOSE 
OF  THE  WARD  AND  HOPKINS  CONTROVERSY,  APRIL,  ITee. 

The  Peace  of  Paris  concluded  a  war  in  which,  for  nine  CHAP, 
years,   tlie  colonies  had   been    learning    their    militaiy  .^-^ 
strength,  becoming  envu'ed  to  the  hardshipa  of  the  camp,    1763. 
and  acquiring  the  customs  of  martial  life.    Tlieii'  internal    ^q 
administrations  hati  proceeded   all  the  while  with   the 
same  regularity  as  ever  before.     Increased  taxation  and 
an  abundance  of  military  legislation  were  the  only  new 
features  in  their  domestic  system.     Thus  the  habit  of  self- 
government  was  daily  gathering  strength,  while  the  disci- 
pline of  the  camp,  so  soon  to  beneeded  for  its  preservation, 
was  steadily  pm'sued.     Many  stern  lemons  of  self-denial, 
of  loss,  and  of  baffled  entei-prise,  had  been  learned  in  the 
course  of  this  war.     Prom  the  port  of  Providence  alone, 
forty-nine  vessels  of  all  sizes,  with  cargoes  of  great  value, 
had  been  captured  by  the  enemy  within  the  past  seven 
years.' 

The  General  Assembly  granted  a  lottery  to  improve     3S. 
Church's  Harbor,  m  Little  Compton,  by  erecting  a  wharf 
or  breakwater  as  a  shelter  for  fishermen,  and  another  to 
construct  a  draw  in  Weybosset  bridge,  for  the  convenience 
of  trade  and  ship-building,  which  were  carried  on  exten- 

'  Providence  Cfaictte,  January  21,  1765,  irhere  a  list  of  66  veaaela,  from 
ships  to  sloops,  lost  siace  the  deelaratioQ  of  war  in  lt66,  ia  given,  16  of 
which  Imd  been  wrecked,  and  the  remainder  captured. 
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CHAP.  Biyely  in  what  ia  now  the  coyc.  A  large  amount  of  sol- 
diers'  clothing  belonging  to  the  colony,  in  the  hands  of 

1763.  Yolikert  Douw,  who  during  the  whole  war  had  been  the 
agent  for  Ehode  Island  at  Albany,  was  ordered  home. 

Mar.  Althongh  the  war  in  Enrope  was  ended,  the  colony  was 
advised  that  the  Ilonae  of  Commona  had  again  made  an 
appropriation  of  a  himdred  and  thirty-three  thousand 
pounds  for  the  American  provinces.  Along  the  whole 
frontier  the  Indians  were  in  arms  nnder  the  lead  of  Pon- 
tiac,  "  the  king  and  lord  of  all  the  northwest."  It  was 
proposed  to  maintain  a  standing  army  of  ten  thousand 
men  in  America,  for  which,  at  present,  and  until  the  In- 
dians could  be  quelled,  there  was  need.    Orders  were  sent 

April   from  Whitehall  for  aU  tlie  colonies  to  appoint  a  day  of 


The  conduct  of  the  Ward  party  at  the  last  election,  art- 
fully represented  hj  their  opponents,  in  political  pampli- 
lets,  some  of  which  are  still  in  existence,  lost  them  the 
'Ms.y  i.  power.  I"or  two  successive  years  Hopkins  was  re-elected, 
witli  a  majority  of  the  assistants  on  his  side,  and  so  violent 
was  the  feeling  between  the  factions,  that  committees 
were  appointed  at  this  session  to  connt  again  the  proxy 
votes  cast  the  preceding  year  for  depnty-govemor  and 
assistants,  where  there  had  lieen  an  opposition.  To  remedy 
June  the  confusion  arising  from  so  many  varieties  of  paper 
^■^*  currency,  the  Assembly  decreed  that  silver  and  gold  only 
sliould  be  legal  tender  in  the  discharge  of  contracts,  un- 
less by  special  agreement.  The  value  of  many  English 
and  foreign  coins  in  lawful  money  biUs  was  established. 
Debts  contracted  in  old  tenor  hills  were  to  be  discharged 
by  paying  so  much  of  the  bills  as  was  equal  in  actual 
value  to  the  nominal  debt,  or  so  much  of  silver  or  gold 
as  the  bills  were  worth.  A  scale  of  depreciation  of  old 
tenor  biUs,  adopted  in  this  act  for  the  guidance  of  the 
courts,  embracing  a  period  of  thirteen  years,  shows  the 
value  of  a  Spanish  dollar  to  have  been  five  pounds  fifteen 
shilKngs  in  1Y51,  and  to  be  seven  pounds  at  the  present 
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time.      Several  depnties   entered   tlieir  protest   against  chap, 
various  clauses  of  this  statute.  xviii. 

Indian  hostilities  required  that  Gen.  Amherst  should    1768. 
send  the  regidara  against  them,  and  retain  in  service  a    '^'"^^ 
portion  of  provincial  troops  to  garrison  the  frontiers.     He 
therefore  notified  the  governor  of  Eliode  Island,  tliat  tlie     I'''- 
soldiers  of  this  colony  must  be  kept  at  Fort  Stamvix. 
Captain  Cornell  accordingly  advanced  additional  bounty 
to  the  men,  whose  tonus  of  enlistment  expired  on  the  first 
of  July,  and  wrote  for  orders  from  the  government.  24. 

In  tho  distribution  of  tlie  Parliamentary  appropriation 
for  1760,  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut  received  more 
than  their  shai'e,  and  thus  became  debtors  to  the  othei" 
colonies.     The  matter  was  arranged  between  the  several 
agents  in  England,  that  the  debt  should  be  paid  in  tliis 
country  upon  application  made  by  the  creditor  colonies. 
Pennsylvania  owed  Ehode  Island  nineteen  hundi'ed  and 
ten  pounds  sterling,  and  Connecticut  owed  six  hundred 
and  thirty-one  pounds.'    Tlie  governor  was  reqiTeeted  to    Aug. 
send  them  copies  of  the  agreement  made  by  the  agents, 
and  to  aslt  payment  of  the  above  amounts.     A  tax  of 
twelve  thousand  pounds,   lawful   money,   was  asse^ed, 
three-quarters  of  it  to  redeem  paper  bills,  and  the  remain- 
der for  the  expenses  of  the  government.     By  order  of  the 
Assembly,  peace  was  generally  proclaimed  throughout      lf>- 
the  colony,  and  a  public  thanksgiving  was  held.     Ex-      as. 
Governor  Eichard  Ward  died  at  this  time,  aged  seventy-      31. 
four  years." 

Ibe  vigor  with  which  the  home  government  pressed 
the  Acts  of  Ti'ade  and  Navigation  is  seen  in  the  increased 

'  Pennsylvania  paid  her  dubt  to  Rhode  lelaod  the  nest  year;  that  of 
Connecticut  was  settled  between  the  agents  of  the  two  colonies  in  England. 

'  Ha  was  seeretary  of  the  colony  for  nineteen  years,  from  1714  to  1133 ; 
was  elected  deputy  governor  in  1740,  and  on  the  death  of  Governor  Cran- 
ston in  July  of  that  year,  was  chosen  by  the  Assembly  to  succeed  him,  and 
by  the  fieople  for  the  two  following  yeara.  He  was  the  father  of  GoTernoi" 
Samuel,  and  of  the  late  and  present  seocetarios  of  the  colony,  Thomas  and 
Henry  Ward. 
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CHAP,  activity   everywliere  manifested  in  the  revenue  service. 
^^^  A  large  number  of  new  offleera  were  appointed,  and  more 
1763.    rigid  rules  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  were  adopted, 
Sept.    Temple,  the  new  Surveyor-General,  residing  at  Boston, 
appointed  Abraham  iFrancea  to  be  Searcher  and  Pi-even- 
li.     tive   at  Providence.     The  London  custom-house  sent  a 
commission  to  John  Eohinson  at  Jfewport  to  be  Collector 
and  Surveyor  for  Ehode  Island,  in  place  of  Thomas  Clift, 
removed  because  he  was  not  a  resident  of  the  colony,  and 
Oct.  3.  Temple  appointed  "William  Taylor  as  Comptroller  of  Cus- 
11-     toms  for  tlie  port  of  Newport.    The  Board  of  Ti-ade  issued 
a  circular  to  the  colonies,  representing  that  the  revenue 
had  not  hept  pace  with  their  developing  commerce,  and 
did  not  yield  one-quarter  part  of  the  cost  of  its  coUeetion, 
and  recLuiring  the  suppression  of  iUieit  traffic  with  foreign 
nations,  and  that  proper  protection  sliould  be  given  to 
23.     the  custom-house  officials.     The  Earl  of  Colville  stationed 
H.  B,  M..  ship  Squin-el,  Captain  Richard  Smitli,  at  New- 
port for  the  winter,  "  for  the  encouragement  of  fair  trade 
by  the  prevention  of  smuggling."  '    Tltat  violations  of 
the  revenue  laws  were  of  constant  occiirrence,  the  legisla- 
tive records  prove.     Memorials  from  the  Yice-Admiralty 
officers,  and  proceeding   of  the  colonial  courts,  and  of 
the  Assembly  upon  the  same,  indicate  the  necessity  there 
was  for  greater  vigilance,  if  even  the  semblance  of  au- 
thority was  to  be  maintained  by  the  home  government. 
Had  the  enforcement  of  the  Acts  of  Ti-ade  been  the  only 
grievance  of  which  the  colonies  had  to  complain,  the 
Kevolntion  might  never  have  occurred.     When  we  con- 
sider that  in  commercial  communities  lilie  this,  these  Acts 
were  among  the  earliest  causes  of  complaint,  and  that 
their  enforcement  was  but  the  execution  of  laws  which, 
altliough  opposed,  were  never  questioned  as  to  then'  ab- 
stract right  or  justice,  but  only  as  to  their  application  to 

lor  Ilopliins,  HaUfjLj  narbov,  Octo- 
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the  colonies,  aud  that  the  new  principles  introduced  hj  CHAP, 
the  revolution  still  recognize  those  upon  which  tliese  Acts  ^.^ 
were  based,  we  can  better  understand  why  bo  many  pro-  1T63. 
vincial  families,  connected  with  this  branch  of  the  home  "  ' 
government,  remained  loyalists  when  the  great  stmggle 
for  independence  ensued. 

Of  the  appropriation  for  1761,  Ehode  Island  now  re- 
ceived as  her  share,  six  thousand  and  eighty-two  poimds,      26. 
a  part  of  which  the  Assembly  applied  to  the,  redemption 
of  bills  of  credit.     The  town  councils  were  authorized  to 
regulate  monthly  the  assize   of  baker's  bread  in  their 
respective  towns.     Upon  the  recall  of  Sir  Jeffrey  Am- 
herst to  England,  Major-Gen.  Thomas  Gage,  a  name  after-    Nov. 
wards  to  become  odious  in  America,  was  appointed  to  tho 
clijef  command.     Gen.  Gage  wrote  to  all  the  New  Eng-  Deo.  6. 
land  governments  for  their  co-operation  in  the  war  against 
the  Indians,  and  recLiured  of  Khode  Island  a  battalion  of 
two  hundred  men  in  four  companies  to  be  sent  to  Albany 
early  in  the  spring. 

The  Jews  had  become  an  important  element  in  the 
population  of  ^Newport.  TIrerewere  now  more  than  sixty 
families  of  the  Hebrew  faith  in  that  town,  many  of  whom 
were  distinguished  for  tlieir  wealth  and  commercial  enter- 
prise. They  had  commenced,  the  previoos  year,  to  erect 
a  Synagogue,  which  was  now  dedicated  with  great  pomp  2. 
and  ceremony  to  the  worship  of  the  God  of  Abraham. 

The  famous  Sugar  act,  or  Molasses  act,  as  it  was  called, 
passed  thkty  years  before,  and  which  had  then  given  oc- 
casion to  Partridge,  the  Phodc  Island  agent,  to  sound  the 
koy-note  of  revolution,'  had  just  expu'ed  by  limitation. 
i^"otice  tliat,  with  some  alterations,  it  would  be  revived    ^'^^*- 
and  made  perpetual,  having  been  received,  an  earnest 
remonstrance  against  it  was  made  by  the  lihode  Island    Jan. 
merchants  to  the  General  Assembly,  and  a  special  session     ^■ 
was  held  to  consider  the  subject.    The  governor  was  re- 

'  Ante,  cliitp.  xtI,  p.  124. 
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CHAP,  quested  to  send  certified  copies  of  this  paper  to  Sherwood, 
J^^  the  agent,  to  be  presented  to  the  Boai-d  of  Trade,  and 'to 
1764.  direct  him,  in  connection  with  agents  of  the  other  north- 
ern colonies,  or  any  three  of  them,  to  use  his  influence  in 
hehalf  of  the  objects  of  tlie  memorial.  The  governor  was 
also  requested  to  wi'ite  directly  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  on 
the  same  subject.  The  extent  of  the  foreign  trade  of 
Ehode  Island  for  tlie  past  year,  and  especially  of  that 
■with  the  French  sugar  islands ;  the  advantage  of  this 
latter  to  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  to  the  colonies ;  with  a 
strong  representation  that  it  should  be  left  free,  instead 
of  bemg  clogged  by  duties,  were  the  subjects  of  this  and  of 
similar  communications  made  during  the  year.  From  an 
exhibit  of  the  custom-house  boots  at  iN'ewport,  contained 
in  the  memorial,  we  find  that  for  the  past  year  there  were 
a  hundred  and  eighty-four  foreign  cleai'ances  to  Europe, 
Africa,  and  the  West  Indies,  and  thi'ee  hundred  and  fifty- 
two  vessels  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries, 
employing  an  aggi'egate  of  twenty-two  hundred  seamen. 

Tiie  death  of  the  deputy-governor,  John  Gardner,  who 
for  the  past  eight  years  had  held  that  office,  occurred  soon 
Feb,  after  the  adjoimiment  of  the  Assembly,  At  the  next 
^"^^  session  Joseph  Wanton,  jr.,  was  chosen  to  the  place. 
Ehode  Island  College,  now  known  as  Brown  tTniversity, 
was  incorporated,  and  was  first  located  at  Warren,  but 
six  years  later  was  removed  to  Providence,  The  origin 
of  this  Institution  is  due  to  the  Philadelphia  Association 
of  Baptist  Churches,  formed  fifty-seven  years  before, 
which  had  early  projected  plans  for  the  education  of  their 
ministry.  The  existing  schools  of  learning  in  America, 
were  so  exclusively  controlled  by  other  denominations, 
that  it  was  almost  impossible  for  a  Baptist  clergyman  to 
be  educated  in  any  of  them  witliout  too  gi'eat  a  sacrifice 
of  principle  and  position.  The  credit  of  establishing  the 
University  in  this  State  belongs  to  Eev.  Morgan  Edwards, 
1761.  who  three  years  before  had  emigrated  from  Wales,  and 
become  pastor  of  the  first  Baptist  church  in  Philadelphia. 
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It  was  chiefly  by  his  exertions  in  raising  fmids  and  books  CHAP. 
at  homo  and  abroad,  and  by  his  efforts  with  the  legisla-  ^^.^ 
ture,  that  the  college  was  founded,  and  a  charter  obtained,    1764. 
in  Khode  Island,  more  liberal  than  any  that  then  existed 
in  America.^     James  Manning,  afterward  the  first  presi- 
dent of  the  college,  was  deputed  by  the  Association  to    1762. 
become  a  leader  in  the  work,  and  travelled  as  fai'  as  Hali- 
fax upon  the  business,  stopping  at  Rhode  Island  to  dis- 
cuss the  plan  with  some  prominent  men  of  the  colony."    ^^*^- 
The  charter  expressly  forbids  the  use  of  religious  tests.      27.' 
The  corporation  is  divided  into  two  Boards — the  Ti-ustees, 
tliirty-six  in  nnmber,of  whom  twenty-two  must  be  BaptisfSj 
five  Quakers,  five  Episcopalians,  and  four  Congregational- 
ists,  and  the  Fellows,  twelve  in  number,  of  whom  eight,  in- 
cluding the  President,  must  be  Baptists,  and  the  remainder 
of  other  denominations.    Twelve  Tnistees  and  five  !Fellows 
form  a  quorum.     The  college  estate,  the  students,  and  the 
members  of  the  faculty,  with  their  families,  are  exempt 
from  taxation  and  from  serving  aa  jtirors. 

It  may  here  be  stated,  as  illustrating  the  independent 
position  of  this  institution  with  regai'd  to  the  State,  that 
the  only  pecuniary  favor  ever  asked  or  obtained  for  it 
from  the  General  Assembly  was  at  the  September  session, 
1776  ;  and  this  can  scarcely  be  called  a  favor,  for  it  was 
merely  an  act  of  justice.  The  donations,  amounting  to 
more  than  four  thousand  dollare,  had  been  made  with  the 
condition  that  the  sums  should  be  put  at  interest,  and 
kept  undiminished.  They  were  loaned  to  the  colony,  and 
remained  in  the  ti'easiuy  when  the  Act  of  March,  1776, 
was  passed,  requiring  all  creditors  to  receive  the  amoimta 
due  to  them,  or  to  forfeit  the  interest  after  a  certain  time. 
In  September  the  corporation  petitioned  to  he  excepted, 

'  Funeral  sermon  of  Dr.  Edwards  by  Rev.  Dr.  William  Kogcrs,  liis  auo- 
eessor  as  pastor  of  the  Philadelpliia  cliuroli,  and  a  graduate,  in  1769,  of  tho 
first  class  of  seven  men  educated  at  Rhode  Island  College. 

'  Boctcus  History  of  Baptists,  ii.  S33 ;  Tustin's  ffistorical  Discourse,  pp. 
113-123. 
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CHAP,  for  oTdtIohs  reasonB,  from  the  operation  of  thi^  act.^    Tlie 

J^^  prayer  was  granted,  and  tlie  interest  annually  paid  as 

1764.    before. 

The  last  of  the  old  tenor  bills,  emitted  fourteen  years 
before,  and  called  the  ninth  bank,  were  called  in  at  this 
time.  The  mortgages  given  upon  loans  of  that  iss\ie  were 
to  he  redeemed  at  the  rate  of  seven  pounds  for  a  silver 
doUai',  and  the  name  of  "  old  tenor  "  was  abolished.'  The 
war  money  for  1762  was  now  paid  over  to  the  colonies. 
The  portion  due  to  Rhode  Island,  five  thousand  poimds 
sterling,  was  drawn  for,  and  the  proceeds  were  appro- 
priated to  redeem  lawful  money  bills.  Exchange  on 
England  was  now  at  par. 

For  half  a  century  there  had  been  no  legislation  on 
the  subject  of  beasts  of  prey ;  but  of  late  wolves,  once  so 
destructive  on  tlie  island,  had  so  increased  in  the  north 
and  west  paiis  of  the  colony,  that  a  bounty  of  four  pounds 
a  head  was  ofi'ered  for  killing  them. 

The  scheme  of  taxing  the  colonies,  which  the  prime 
minister,  Grenville,  had  nearly  perfected,  included,  besides 
the  custom-house  duty,  a  stamp  tax.  All  commercial  or 
legal  documents,  to  he  valid  in  courts  of  law,  were  to  be 
written  on  stamped  paper  sold  at  fixed  prices  hy  govern- 
ment ofBcers.  A  stamp  duty  was  also  placed  upon  news- 
^^-  papers.  Upon  the  meeting  of  Parliament  these  measures 
were  proposed,  and  without  a  division,  or  scarcely  a  dis- 
sent, it  was  voted  "  that  Parliament  had  a  right  to  tax 
the  colonies." 

April  ipjjg  stamp  act  was  postponed  that  the  colonies  might 

select  some  other  form  of  import  if  they  prefen-ed,  but  the 

!3  Barber,  entered  a  rhyming  proteet  ngaiast  this  aet, 

"  I  do  beg  leave  tor  to  protest 
Agamst  this  bill,  vbich  doth  transgress 
Against  our  SoTerelgn  Lord  the  King; 
lilcewise,  injustice  is  therein ; 
For  I  can't  see,  upon  my  soul, 
Why  two-fiftha  should  discharge  the  whole." 
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siigai' act  was  passed  at  once.  This  reduced  the  duty  upon  chap. 
molasses  from  sixpence  a  gallon,  under  the  old  act,  which.  __^ 
amounted  to  prohibition,  to  threepence,  which  was  eon-    1764. 
sidered  a  revenue  standard.     It  also  placed  a  duty  on 
coffee,  spice,  wines,  and  many  foreign  goods,  and  prohib- 
ited the  export  of  lumber  or  iron  except  to  England.'     It 
strengthened  the  eotirts  of  Vice-Admiralty,  and  provided 
eifectual  means  of  collecting  the  revenue. 

At  the  general  election  the  same  officers  were  contin-  y    „ 
ued,  the  people  confirming  the  choice  of  deputy-governor 
made  by  the  Assembly.     Tlie  number  of  insolvent  peti- 
tions granted  at  this  time  showed  that  although  the  efforts 
of  the  past  few  years  to  regulate  the  currency  and  encour- 
age commerce,  had  been  successful  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent, they  were  not  entirely  so.     Yet  the  revulsion  was 
not  so  serious  as  the  former  one  had  been,  and  is  scai'cely 
worthy  of  notice  except  for  the  difficulty  it  caused  in  col- 
lecting taxes.    This  was  so  great  that  the  ti'eaeurer  was    june 
ordered  to  issue  warrants  of  distress  against  the  collectors     H- 
who  failed  to  gather  in  promptly  the  taxes  assigned  to 
them  to  receive. 

'  The  news  of  the  passage  of  the  sugai'  act,  and  of  the 
proposition  for  a  stamp  act,  created  great  excitement  in 
America.  A  special  session  of  the  Assembly  was  con-  j„iy 
vened.  A  committee  of  correspondence  was  appointed'  30, 
to  confer  with  the  other  colonies  upon  measiu'es  for  pro- 
curing a  repeal  of  the  sugar  act,  and  the  lessening  of  the 
duties  recently  imposed,  and  for  preventing  tlie  passage 
of  the  stamp  act,  or  the  laying  of  any  other  tax,  or  im- 
post, upon  the  colonies,  inconsistent  with  their  rights  as 
British  subjects.  Tlio  agent  was  also  directed  "to  do 
eveiy  thing  in  his  power,  either  alone  or  by  joining  with 
the  agents  of  the  otiicr  governments,  to  effect  these  pur- 


'  The  roatriutioii  on  lumber  was  removfid  tha  neit  jear,  a 
put  upon  ita  importation ;  the  duty  on  coffee  was  lowered. 
'  Governor  Hopkiua,  Daniel  Jenclics,  and  Kicliolas  Brown. 
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CHAP.         Tlie  first  of  a  series  of  difflcTilties,  wMe]j  every  year 
^^3^  liceaine  more  exasperating,   between  the  King's  ai-med 
I7fl4.    vessels  and  the  inhabitants  of  Newport,  now  tooli  place. 
July    rpj^g  conduct  of  Lieut.  HOI,  commanding  the  echooner  St. 
John,  gave  offence  to  the  colony,  and  an  order  w^  given 
by  two  of  the  magistrates  to  the  governor  of  Fort  George, 
to  fire  upon  the  vessel,  which  was  done.    This  was  a  bold 
proceeding,  but  no  account  of  the  cause  that  led  to  it,  or 
of  the  result  is  preserved.:/  The  next  year  the  matter  was 
referred  to  by  Capt.  Leslir  of  the  Cygnet,  and  the  Assem- 
bly requested  the  governor  to  send  home  a  statement  of 
the  case,  and  to  lay  a  copy  of  it  before  that  body ;  but  no 
subsequent  reference  is  made  to  the  affair.     Nine  years 
later  the  royal  commission  to  inquire  into  the  destruction 
of  the  Gaspee,  proposed  to  investigate  the  affair  of  the  St. 
John,  but  were  overruled  by  some  of  their  number. 
Sept.  ^10  fees  of  tlie  custom-house  officers  were  revised  by 

a  committee,  to  report  at  the  next  session ;  tlie  Assembly 
claiming  to  esereise  the  right  they  always  had  maintained 
ia  this  matter,  of  stating  for  themselves  the  salaries  of 
crown  officera.  The  act  was  protested  against  by  several 
deputies  on  various  grounds,  some  that  the  fees  were  too 
high,  others  that  due  respect  for  the  officers  was  not  shown 
in  the  passage  of  the  act.  A  tax  of  twelve  thousand 
pounds  was  laid,  one-sixth  of  it  for  current  expenses, 
which  might  be  paid  in  old  tenor  bills  at  twenty-three  and 
a  half  for  one  of  lawful  money,  and  five-sixths  of  it  in 
these  latter  bills  to  redeem  the  same.  This  tax,  also,  was 
protested  against  as  being  too  heavy  for  the  colony,  in  its 
present  crippled  condition,  to  pay.  The  Board  of  Trade 
had  reqnu'ed  a  full  statement  of  the  paper  money  issues 
of  the  colony  to  be  sent  to  them.  It  was  accordingly 
Oct.  prepared,  approved  by  the  Assembly,  and  ti-ansmitted 
81.  by  the  governor.  It  showed  forty  thousand  pounds  of 
bills  emitted  for  wai"  purposes  to  be  stiU  in  circula- 
tion, equal  in  value  to  thirty  thousand  pounds  sterling, 
which,  with  a  few  old  tenor  biUs  yet  outstanding,  would 
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expii'e  by  limitation  within  three  yeara.  This  was  exctu-  CHAP, 
sive  of  a  large  debt  due  to  private  persons  for  loans  eou-  ^ 
tracted  during  the  war,  1T64. 

"We  have  already  seen  indications  of  party  divisions  in 
the  colony  upon  questions  relating  to  external  affau's, 
qidte  distinct  from  the  domestic  straggle  between  the 
rival  governors.  That  this  was  assuming  a  serious  form, 
and  was  conducted  in  a  secret  manner,  appeared  from  in- 
formation received  while  this  Assembly  was  ia  session, 
that  a  petition  to  the  King  to  vacate  the  charter  of  the 
colony  had  been  sent  out.  The  agent  was  instructed  to 
oppose  tlie  petition,  and  to  procure  a  copy  of  it  with  tlie 
signatm-es.' 

Another  supply  of  money,  amounting  to  thirty-five 
hundred  sixty-two  pounds  sterling,  probably  a  portion  of 
the  war  appropriation  for  1T63,  was  received  by  tlie 
agent,  and  drafts,  at  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  premium,  ■^'i"' 
were  drawn  on  him,  the  proceeds  to  be  applied  to  redeem- 
ing bills  of  ci-edit.  The  Assembly  adopted  an  address  to 
the  King  on  the  subject  of  taxation,  and  appointed  the 
connnittee  who  prepared  the  address,  also  to  peruse  a 
pamphlet  by  Gov.  Hopkins,  entitled  "  The  rights  of  the 
colonies  examined,"  and  should  they  approve  it,  to  have 
two  copies  made  and  sent  to  the  agent  to  be  printed  and 
used  as  might  seem  to  him  most  advantageous."  This 
address  and  the  memorial  to  the  Parliament,  accompany- 
ing tlie  remonstrance  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  were  con- 
ceived in  a  higher  strain  than  any  that  were  sent  out  by 
the  other  colonies.'  The  justice  of  Parliament  in  apply- 
ing the  Acts  of  Trade  to  the  colonies,  was  expi-eesly  de- 
nied, and  in  the  correspondence  with  the  other  govem- 

'  Tho  petJtJoa  aeeina  not  to  have  bien  prohentcd,  as  Sherwood  ivrites, 
April  11,  1765. 

'  Tlie  Btamp  act  was  already  paaood  wlieii  tbi.  top  gs  of  t!ie  pamphlet 
were  received,  so  tliat  it  was  too  late,  an  1  the  Rhode  Island  agent  did  not 
print  it.     Sherwood'a  letter 

'  Hutchinson,  iil  IIS. 
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CHAP,  ments,  the  determination  of  Ehode  Island  "  to  preserve 
^J^  its  privileges  inviolate,"  was  conpled  witli  an  invitation 
I76i,   to  devise  a  plan  of  union  for  Uie  better  maintenance  of 
the  liberties  of  all.     The  suggestion  of  a  general  union  for 
May    this  object,  first  emanated  from  the  town  of  Boston.     It 
is  contained  in  the  instructions  to  their  representatives  at 
the  general  court  in  May,  drawn  by  Samuel  Adams,  and 
adopted  by  that  body  in  a  memorial  prepared  by  James 
June     Otis  to  be  sent  to  the  agent  in  England.     A  circular  was 
at  the  fsame  time  sent  to  the  other  colonies,  desiring  their 
united  assistance  to  avert  the  common  danger, 
1J85.  The  paper  money  -was  fast  disappearing  by  means  of 

25/  heavy  taxation  imposed  for  the  purpose  of  its  redemption. 
The  treasurer  was  now  directed  to  issue  his  notes,  pay- 
able in  two  years  at  live  per  cent,  interest  to  the  holders 
of  the  bills  emitted  five  years  before,  and  a  tax  of  twelve 
thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty-eight  pounds  fifteen 
shillings,  lawful  money,  was  laid  to  be  paid  in  these  notes. 
Eflfbrts  of  this  kind  to  preserve  the  credit  of  the  colony 
were  frequent  and  earnest.  Since  the  war  of  the  revolu- 
tion there  has  been  no  taxation  in  tliis  State,  comparable 
in  severity  to  that  which  the  colonists  thus  placed  upon 
themselves  to  preserve  their  financial  credit.  But  yet 
greater  efforts  were  in  store  for  them,  and  a  sterner  trial 
was  close  at  hand. 
27.  The  stamp  act  passed  the  House  of  Commons  by  a 

vote  of  five  to  one,  notwithstanding  the  splendid  defence 
of  the  colonies  made  by  Col.  Barre  and  by  Gen.  Conway, 
which  so  endeared  their  names  to  the  American  people. 
Harcli  ^^  House  of  Lords  concurred  without  debate,  but  the 
8.      assent  of  the  King  was  deferred,  owing  to  his  mental 
23.     malady,  for  two  weeks,  when  it  was  signed  in  his  behalf 
by  a  commission.      Tlie  first   direct  impulse  was  thus 
given  to  the  revolution  by  a  Parliament  determined  to 
coerce  upon  principle,  and  a  monarch  whose  mind  was 
wandering  with  insanity. 

It  is  long  since  the  aborigines  of  Hhode  Island,  who 
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formed  so  prominent  a  feature  in  the  early  history  of  the  chap. 
colony,  have  an-ested  oiir  attention.     They  liad  become  ^J^^ 
civilized,  christianized,  and  settled  as  agiicultunste  on    iTflS. 
the  fields  which  a  century  before  were  tracked  only  by 
their  war  path  or  lighted  up  by  their  council  fires.    Al- 
though time  has  proved  their  organization  to  be  radically 
iucapable  of  permanent  development  in  the  new  direction 
that  European  contact  had  given  it,  yet  it  is  pleasing  to 
observe  that  their  expiring  thoughts  evince,  if  not  an  ap- 
titude to  receive,  at  least  a  desire  to  know,  those  things 
which  pertain  to  a  higher  life.     The  Society  for  Propa- 
gating the  Gospel  had,  during  the  past  yeai',  sent  Mr. 
Bennet  as  a  teacher,  with  books,  to  the  remnant  of  the 
Narragansets.     The  Sachem,  Thomas  Ifinigret,  now  pe-    April 
titioned  the  society  to  establish  a  free  school  for  the  chil-      ^^■ 
dren  of  the  tribe ;  and  closes  a  truly  eloquent  letter  with 
the  "  prayer  that  when  time  with  us  shall  be  no  more, 
that  when  we,  and  the  children  over  whom  you  have  been 
such  benefactors,  shall  leave  the  sim  and  stars,  we  shall 
rejoice  in  a  far  superior  light." ' 

At  the  general  election  the  "Ward  party  triumphed  by  Moyl. 
a  majority  of  two  hundred  in  a  vote  of  nearly  forty-four 
hundred.  Samuel  Ward  was  chosen  governor,  Elisha 
'Brown  deputy-governor,  and  the  entire  list  of  assistants 
was  changed.  The  Providence  Gazette  was  discontinued  jj 
for  more  than  a  year,  partly  from  want  of  proper  support, 
which  the  imposition  of  the  stamp  act  seriously  impaired. 

Difficulties  between  British  ships  of  war  touching  at 
Newport,  and  the  townsmen,  had  commenced  the  past 
year  in  the  case  of  H.  E.  M.  schooner  St.  John.  Another 
matter  that  caused  great  irritation  now  occurred.  The 
Maidstone,  a  vessel  belonging  to  the  British  navy,  lay  in 
the  harbor  of  Newport,  and  for  several  weeks  had  im- 
pressed seamen  from  vessels  arriving  there,  and  even  from 
wood  boats  and  river  crafts  plying  in  the  bay.     Tlie  only 

'  Letters  and  papers — 1761,  IMB,  p.  22,  No.  2,  in  Maas.  His.  Soo. 
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CHAP,  sailors  who  escaped  impressment  Yrere  the  natives  of  New- 
^^^^''   port,  whom  policy  forbade  to  be  thus  abused.     These 
1765.    arbitrary  proceedings   caused   the  port   to  be  avoided. 
Even  tlie  usual  suppHes  received  from  coasters  were  with- 
held, and  wood  obtained  from  the  Narraganset  shore  had 
become  scarce,  no  one  daring  to  incnr  the  risk  of  impress- 
ment.    The  harbor  was  deserted  by  all  but  the  dreaded 
Maidstone,  or  ships  returning  from  foreign  voyages,  nn- 
eonseiona  of  the  danger  that  awaited  tliem.     A  brig  that 
Jnne    arrived  in  the   afternoon  from  Africa,  was  immediately 
boarded  by  the  ofttcers  of  Uie  Maidstone,  and  the  whole 
crew,  after  a  severe  scuffle,  were  pressed  into  the  naval 
service.     At  nine  o'clock  the  same  evening,  about  five 
hundred  sailors  and  boys,  exasperated  hy  this  affair,  seized 
the  Maidstone's  boat  at  one  of  the  wharves,  and  dragged 
it  through  Queen  street  to  the  Common,  where  it  was 
binned  amid  the  shouts  of  the  excited  mob.     Tlie  action 
was  too  sudden  for  the  authorities  to  interfere,  nor  do  we 
find  that  any  redress  was  obtained  by  the  ofBcers. 
10,  A  petition  for  dividing  Providence  was  granted,  con- 

trary to  the  protest  of  the  deputies  from  that  and  some 
other  towns,  and  tlie  town  of  IN'orth  Providence  was  in- 
corporated. Providence  contained  over  four  hundred 
freemen,  of  whom  those  in  the  compact  part  were  engaged 
in  commercial  pursuits,  and  those  in  the  north  were  fai'm- 
ers.  This  was  the  chief  argument  for  the  division.  The 
noi-th  burial  ground,  used  also  ss  a  training  field,  was 
resei-ved  to  the  people  of  Providence  for  these  purposes. 

The  Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives  proposed 
a  Congress  of  delegates  to  meet  at  New  York  in  October, 
to  consult  on  the  condition  of  the  colonies,  and  to  devise 
means  of  presenting  a  statement  tliereof  to  tlie  home  gov- 
ernment, askmg  for  relief.  This  resolve  was  communi- 
cated to  the  other  legislatures,  and  was  a  formal,  adoption 
of  the  suggestion  contained  in  the  Boston  instructions  the 
Jnly  past  year.  A  change  in  the  ministry,  although  resulting 
from  domestic  reasons  alone,  yet  promised  well  for  the 
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colonies.     GrenTille  gave  place  to  the  Marquis  of  Eoelt-  CHAP, 
ingham,  and  Gen.  Conway  became  secretary  for  the  colo-  ^^^' 
nies  and  leader  of  the  House  of  Commons,  with  the  dnke    1765. 
of  Grafton  as  his  colleague.     This  change  was  joyfully 
received  in  Aroeriea,  but  before  it  occurred,  the  passage 
of  tlie  stamp  act  waa  already  known,  and  great  distiith- 
ances  had  ensued.     In  the  Yirginia  Assembly  the  match- 
less eloquence  of  Patrick  Heniy  had  embodied  the  spirit    May 
of  resistance  to  arbitrary  taxation  in  a  series  of  resolutions 
which  were  passed  by  a  close  vote.     Massachusetts  had    '^""^ 
proposed  the  Congress  just  mentioned,  and  South  Caroli- 
na was  the  first  to  follow  ber  example  in  appointing  dele-      25'*' 
gates  to  attend  it. 

In  Providence  a  special  town  meeting  was  convened,     Aug. 
at  which  a  committee'  was  appointed  to  draft  instructions 
to  their  deputies  in  the  General  Assembly.'    The  follow- 
ing week  they  reported  a  series  of  resolutions  very  similar      13. 
to  those  passed  in  Virginia,  which  were  afterwards  adopt- 
ed by  the  Assembly  with  some  additions,  to  which  we 
shall  presently  refei'.     No  overt  act  of  violence  occurred 
in  Providence.     In  Boston  a  mob  attacked  the  house  of 
secretary  Oliver,  the  stamp   distributor,  and   compelled 
him  to  resign  the  office.     An  extra  liiunber  of  tho  Provi-      16. 
dence  Gazette,  which  had  been  for  some  time  suspended, 
was  issued,  with  "  VOX  POPULI,  VOX  DEI,"  in  lai-ge     24. 
letters  above  the  title,  and  "  Where  the  Spirit  of  the  Loed 
is,'  there  is  Libeety.     St.  Paul."  as  a  motto.     In   this 
sheet  the  spirit  of  resistance  manifested  in  Boston  was  ex- 
tolled, the  instructions  of  the  Providence  town  meeting 
to  their  deputies  were  published,  with  extracts  from  Col. 
Earre'a  famous  speech  in  Parliament,  and  from  other  colo- 
nial papers  against  the  stamp  act.     The  resignation  of  Au- 
gnstus  Johnston,  the  attorney-general  who  had  been  ap- 

'  Stephen  Hopkins,  Nicholas  Cooke,  Samuel  Nighteugnle,  jr.,  John  Brown, 
^tits  Downer,  and  James  Angell. 

'  The  inatruotLouB  and  resolutions  are  printed  in  full  bj  Judge  Staples 
in  *nii|ili  of  Providence,  pp.  210-13. 
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CHAP,  pointed   stamp  distributor  for  Ehode  Island,  was  also 

JJ^  annoimced  in  this  extra ;   he  refusing  "  to  execute  his 

lT65.    office  against  the  will  of  our  Sovereigih  Lord  the  People 

^^-    (to   use  his  own  -words)." '     The  piilpit  was  nrged  to 

denounce  the  stamp  act,  and  a  leading  clergyman  of 

35.  Boston,  Jonathan  Mayhew,  preached  against  it.  The 
next  day  the  riots  were  renewed.  The  honeea  of  the  Ad- 
miralty and  revenue  officers,  and  even  of  tlie  lieutenant- 
governor,  Hutchinson  the  historian,  were  plundered,  and 

36.  although  the  town  formally  disapproved  tlie  conduct  of 
the  mob,  no  pnnishment  was  inflicted  on  the  offenders. 
At  Newport  the  demonsti'ations  were  equally  violent. 
Effigies  of  three  prominent  citizens,'  who  had  incurred 

^'^'  the  popular  odium  by  advocating  tlie  measures  of  ParHa- 
ment,  were  drawn  through  the  streets,  hung  on  a  gallows 
in  front  of  the  court-house,  and  in  the  evening  were  cut 
down  and  burnt  in  the  presence  of  assembled  thousands. 

^^'  On  the  following  day  the  houses  of  these  obnoxious  per- 
sons were  plundered  by  the  mob,  and  they  were  com- 
pelled to  flee  for  protection  on  board  the  Cygnet,  sloop- 
of-wai",  then  lying  in  the  harbor.  The  revenue  officers, 
in  fear  for  their  lives,  sought  the  same  refuge  and  closed 

so.  the  custom-house.  They  addressed  a  letter  to  the  govern- 
ment, demanding  protection,  and  refusing  to  resume  their 
ofiices  until  security  was  guaranteed  to  them.'  In  the 
absence  of  the  governor,  Gideon  Wanton,  jr.,  of  the  council, 

gi,  repHed,  assuring  the  oflicers  that  all  danger  was  passed, 
and  inviting  them  to  resume  their  duties.  This  did  not 
quiet  their  feai's.     They  demanded  a  guard  for  their  pro- 

'  Providence  Gazette  EsWaordinarj,  Saturday,  August  24,  1765,  page  4. 

'  Augustus  JolmsloQ,  Attornej-General  of  tha  ooloaj ;  Martin  Howard, 
jr.,  au  eminent  lawyer;  and  Doctor  Thomas  Moffat,  a  Scotch  physician. 
The  two  latter  returned  to  England.  Howard  was  appointed  Chief  Justice 
of  N.  Carolina  the  nest  year,  and  Mofiiit,  comptroller  of  customs  at  Hew 
London. 

'  Letter  agned  John  Eobinson,  coUeetor;  J.  Kicoll,  comptroller;  and 
Nicholas  Lechmere,  searcher,  dated  Cygnet,  Newport  Harbor,  August  30, 
1T65. 
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teetion,  and  also  tlie  ari'cst  of  Samuel  Crandall,  a  ring-  CHAP, 
leader  of  the  rioters,  who  had  dictated,  aa  the  terms  ,^^ 
upon  which  the  collector  might  again  set  his  foot  on  1765. 
shore,  that  the  custom-house  fees  should  be  regulated  ac-  j^^' 
cording  to  the  late  act  of  Assembly,  in  defiance  of  an  act 
of  Parliament,  and  that  a  prize  sloop  with  molasses,  un- 
der the  giuis  of  the  Cygnet,  awaiting  the  decision  of  an 
Admiralty  Court  at  Halifax,  should  be  restored.  A  dar- 
ing plan,  for  the  captiu-e  of  this  prize,  was  made  known  to 
Oapt.  LesUr  of  the  Cygnet,  and  by  him  comramiieated 
to  Got,  Ward.  It  was  intended  to  man  a  number  of 
boats  and  take  possession  of  Fort  George ;  then,  with  the 
boats,  to  cut  out  the  sloop,  and  in  case  of  resistance  from 
the  Cygnet  to  fll'e  upon  her  from  the  fort.  Had  this  at- 
tempt been  made,  either  the  Cygnet  would  Jiave  been 
sunk  by  the  guns  of  the  fort,  and  the  revolution  have 
commenced,  as  it  did  a  few  years  later  in  the  same  waters, 
or  the  town  would  have  been  destroyed.  But  better 
counsels  for  the  time  prevailed  ;  measure  were  taken  to 
secure  the  fort,  and  harmony  was  shortly  restored.  The 
popular  feeling  was  assuaged  by  a  lawful  and  peaceful 
demonstration  against  the  stamp  act,  such  as  had  been 
made  in  Providence,  The  deputies  were  instructed  by  a  g_ 
town  meeting  to  give  their  "  utmost  attention  to  those 
important  objects — the  court  of  admiralty  and  the  act  for 
levying  stamp  duties,"  at  the  approaching  session  of  the 
Assembly.  They  were  reminded  that  "  It  is  for  liberty, 
that  liberty  for  which  our  fathers  fought,  that  liberty 
which  is  dearer  to  a  generous  mind  than  life  itself,  that 
we  now  contend.    The  cause  is  vast  and  important," ' 

So  far  were  the  British  government  or  people  from  an- 
ticipating any  resistance  to  the  stamp  act  in  Ameiiea,  that 
even  the  colonial  agents,  after  vainly  exerting  their  in- 
fluence against  it,  gave  a  qualified  assent  to  tlie  measure, 
and  thus  inadvertently  misrepresented  the  feeluig  of  ttieir 

'  Newport  Town  Kecorda,  September  3,  1706,  p.  804. 
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CHAP,  principals  and  increased  the  confidence  of  the  ministry. 
^^  The  appointment  of  distributor  was  songlit  by  the  agents 
1T65.    for  their  friends,  or  conferred  hy  the  treasury  department 
°^P  ■    upon  the  prominent  colonial  as  well  as  Crown  officers. 
Eren  Franbliu,  specially  instrncted,  as  agent  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  oppose  tlie  scheme  of  Parliamentary  taxation, 
obtained  the  place  of  distributor  for  an  intimate  friend  in 
Philadelphia,     A  request  from  the  Treasury  Boai-d  was 
14.     sent  to  the  governor  of  Ehode  Island  to  aid  in  distributing 
the  stamps,  by  appointing  under-distributors  in   every 
town,  who  should  give  proper  bonds  and  be  kept  well 
supplied  with  stamps,  and  to  report  any  remissness  in  the 
execution  of  their  office. 
1^-  One  of  the  most  important  sessions  ever  held  by  the 

General  Assembly  was  now  convened  at  East  Greenwich. 
The  governor  was  requested  to  issue  a  proclamation  for 
the  arrest  of  the  recent  rioters  at  Newport,  and  to  prevent 
a  recurrence  of  such  disturbances,  Metcalf  Bowler,  and 
Henry  Ward,  the  secretary,  were  chosen  as  commissioners 
to  attend  the  Congress  at  Wew  York.  Instructions  were 
prepared  by  a  committee'  for  their  guidance,  in  wliich 
the  loyalty  of  the  Assembly  to  the  King  and  Parliament 
are  declared,  yet  "  they  would  assert  their  rights  and 
privileges  with  becoming  freedom  and  spirit,"  and  the 
delegates  are  directed  "  to  express  tiiese  sentiments  in  the 
strongest  manner  "  in  the  Eepresentation  and  Address 
proposed  to  be  made  by  the  Congress  to  the  home  govern- 
ment.' A  committee  was  also  appointed'  "  to  consider 
what  is  necessaiy  to  be  done  by  this  A^embly  respecting 
the  stamp  act,"  and  to  report  as  soon  as  possible.  They 
presented  a  series  of  six  resolutions  which,  like  the  pre- 

'  Otbniel  Gorton,  Daniel  Jenckes,  and  George  Haszard. 

'  Foe  a  copy  of  these  instructions  as  entered  upon  the  Colony  Records, 
eeo  Appendix  J. 

"  Benjamin  Greene,  of  Newport,  Job  EandsU,  of  Scituate,  waiinm  Hall, 
of  N.  Kingston,  Mosea  Brown, .of  Providence,  and  Henry  Ward,  the  secre- 
tary of  the  colony  and  delegate  to  the  congress. 
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vioua  actB  of  Ehode  Island,  were  more  energetic  and  eon-  CHAP, 
cise  than  any  that  had  yet  been  adopted  by  the  other  ^^^ 
colonies,  and  pointed  directly  to  an  absolution  of  allegiance  1TG5. 
to  the  Britieli  crown,  nnlesa  the  grierancee  were  removed.'  P'^' 
Five  of  these  were  nearly  in  the  tenns  of  the  instructions 
given  by  the  town  of  Providence  to  their  deputies.  The 
first  four  had  already  been  passed  in  Virginia,  and  the 
fifth,  which  had  been  offered  there  by  Patrick  Henry,  and 
passed  by  one  vote,  but  was  rescinded  the  next  day,  was 
adopted  by  the  Pi-ovidence  town  meeting,  and  unani- 
mously passed  by  tlie  Assembly,  as  expressing  precisely 
the  views  they  were  determined  to  maintain.  This  denied 
the  right  of  any  power  but  the  General  Assembly  to  levy 
taxes  upon  tbe  colony,  and  absolved  the  people  from 
obedience  to  any  law,  designed  for  that  purpose,  originat- 
ing from  any  other  source.  To  these  the  Assembly  added  ' 
a  sixth,  directing  the  officers  of  tlie  colony  to  proceed  as 
visual  in  the  execution  of  tlieir  trusts,  and  agreeing  to 
save  them  harmless  in  so  doing.  This  was  bold  legisla- 
tion, but  tlie  temper  of  the  times  and  the  spirit  of  the 
colony  were  correctly  represented  tliercin. 

The  discovery  of  another  bed  of  iron  ore  on  the  Paw- 
tiixet  Eiver,  in  Cranston,  made  early  in  the  spring,  was 
esteemed  of  great  importance.  A  company  was  formed, 
and  a  furnace  erected  on  the  northern  branch  of  tlie  river, 
and  the  petitioners'  were  allowed  to  erect  a  permanent 
dam,  provided  they  would  construct  a  suitable  parage 
for  flsb.  around  it,  and  maintain  the  same  from  tlie  tenth 
of  April  to  the  twentieth  of  May  annually,  agreeable  to  a 
law  that  had  been  in  force  for  thirty  yeai's. 

The  second  General  Congi-ess,  or  convention  of  dele-  Oct.  T. 
gates  from  all  the  colonies,  based  on  the  principle  of  tliat 
held  at  Albany,  about  twenty  years  before,  met  at  New 
York.     Nine  colonics  were  represented,  six  by  appoint- 

'  Sea  Append!;:  K. 

"  Stephen  Hopkina,  Isctiei  Wilkinson,  Kicholas  niiii  Moses  Brown,  for 
llicmselvea  and  their  partners. 
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CHAP,  ment  of  their  legislatures,  and  three  by  individual  action. 
^^^  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  had  had  no  session  since  the 


1765,  Massachusetts  call  was  issued ;  Georgia  and  New  Hamp- 
'  shire  also  sent  no  delegates ;  but  aU  signified  their  appro- 
val of  the  design  of  the  Oongreee,  and  their  adhesion  to 
its  acts.  The  colonies  represented,  arranged  themselves 
in  geographical  order,  and  each  was  allowed  one  vote. 
After  a  session  of  nearly  three  weeks,  in  wliich  the  great 
principles  of  "  Uberty,  privileges,  and  prerogative  "  were 
earnestly  debated,  tlte  Congress  adopted  a  Declaration  of 
the  Eights  and  Grievances  of  the  Colonies.  They  de- 
nounced the  idea  of  any  representation  except  through 
their  own  legislatures  as  impracticable ;  thus  repelling 
the  scheme  proposed  in  Parliament  by  Pownall,  formerly 
governor  of  Massachusetts,  for  allowing  tliem  a  direct 
representation  in  that  body.  They  claimed,  as  the  birth- 
right of  Englishmen,  that  they  sliould  not  be  taxed  with- 
out their  own  consent,  and  that  the  trial  by  jury  should 
be  presei-ved,  unobstructed  by  the  recent  extension  of  the 
powers  of  Courts  of  Admiralty,  where  one  judge  alone, 
whose  tenure  of  office  was  the  royal  will,  presided,  de- 
ciding, without  a  jury,  both  the  law  and  the  fact,  and 
taking  commissions  upon  all  condemnations.  These 
ideas  were  embodied  in  an  address  to  the  King,  and 
in  memorials  to  each  House  of  Parliament,  which,  being 
signed  by  most  of  the  delegates  whose  powers  per- 
mitted them  to  do  so,  were  forwarded  to  England."  News 
of  the  opposition  to  the  stamp  act  liaving  reached  Eng- 
land, tlie  ministry',  divided  in  their  views  of  its  justice  or 
policy,  hesitated  to  enforce  it  by  an  appeal  to  arms,  T]ie 
time  was  drawing  near  when  it  was  to  tahe  effect.     A 

2*-     circular  was  despatched'  to  all  the  American  governors, 

'  The  resoiudona  ndopted  by  tbe  Couvention,  October  19,  J76fi,  with 
the  addrcsa  to  the  King,  the  memorial  to  the  HouEe  of  Lovfla,  and  thy  peti- 
tion to  tbe  House  of  Commona  arc  printed  in  the  Appeudis  to  Ilntohinsoii's 
Hist,  of  Masa.,  vol.  lii.  pp.  il9-iST.    Load.  Edit.  1828. 

"  Conway's  Circuhir,  Octobec  24,  1765.     Letters,  1163-15,  No.  85. 
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cotmselling  "  lenient  and  persuasive  methods,"  in  order  chap. 
to  restore  peace,  but  in  ease  of  further  violent  outhreaka  .^._-.'. 
to  employ  "  a  timely  exertion  of  force ;  "  for  which  pur-    iTfiB. 
pose  they  were  to  call  npon  Gen.  Gage  or  Lord  Colville     *^^- 
for  assistance.    Theday  following  the  issue  of  this  cautious 
and  somewhat  undecided  circular,,  the  Congress  at  New 
York  adjourned,  and   at   the  earliest  opportunity  their 
proceedings  were  reported  to  the  several  legislatures,  by 
whom  they  were  cordially  approved.    In  the  Assembly 
of  Ehode  Island  the  report  of  the  delegates  was  entered     30. 
upon  the  records,  and  copies  of  the  journal  and  of  the 
memorials  were  filed  with  it  in  the  secretary's  office,  not 
to  be  made  public  before  information  of  their  presentation 
in  England  should  he  received.     Copies  of  these  addresses 
were  also  sent  to  the  agent  in  London,  with  the  request 
that  he  would  unite  with  the  other  agente  in  presenting 
and  enforcing  them,  and  to  employ  counsel  for  that  pur- 
pose.   The  thanks  of  the  colony  were  voted  to  Col.  Barre 
for  his  spirited  defence  of  tlieir  lights  in  the  House  of 
Commons.     This  was  in  accordance  with  the  Providence 
instructiona  to  their  deputies  in  August.     A  day  of  public 
thanksgiving  was  appointed,   in  which  prayers  foi-   "  a 
blessing  upon  the  endeavors  of  this  colony  for  preserving 
their  valuable  privileges,"  were  to  be  offered.     The  day 
before  the  stamp  act  was  to  tahe  effect,  all  the  royal  gov- 
ernors, with  !Fitch  of  Comiectieut,  took  the  oath  to  sustain     gl. 
it,     Samuel  Ward,  "  the  governor  of  Khode  Island,  stood 
alone  iu  his  'patriotic  refusal." '      But  the  people  had 
already  settled  the  question.    The  fatal  day  dawned  upon    ^''^■ 
a  nation  united  in  their  determination  of  resistance.     Jfot 
a  stamp   was  to  be  seen.     Everywhere-  the  distributors 
had  resigned,  some  by  force,  and  others  of  their  own  free- 
will.    The  -wheels  of  every  government  in  America  were 
stopped  at  once.     Commerce  was  crushed,  law  was  an- 
nulled, justice  was  delayed,  even  the  usages  of  domestic 

'  Bancroft's  History  U,  B^  vol.  v.,  p.  851,. 
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CHAP,  life  were  euapended  "by  this  anomalous  and  temble  act, 
XVIII.  jjqj  ^  gj^jp  could  gail,  not  a  statute  conld  be  enforced,  not 
176S.  a  court  could  sit,  nor  even  a  marriage  take  place,  that 
^o^-  was  not  in  itself  illegal,  so  far  as  the  British  Parliament 
could  make  it  so ;  for  every  one  of  these  acts  required 
the  evidence  of  stamped  paper  to  estabhsh  its  validity. 

But  yet  further  demonsti-ations  were  necessary  to  hring 
the  people  and  government  of  Great  Britain  to  tlieir 
senses.  !Non-importation  agreements  were  at  once  entered 
into  by  the  leading  merchants  in  America,  following  tlie 
example  of  New  Tork ;  and  a  combination  for  the  sup- 
port of  American  mannfactures,  and  to  increase  the  sup- 
ply of  wool,  by  ceasing  to  consume  Iamb  or  mutton,  was 
soon  afterwai'ds  foiined.  Hiots  oecnn-ed  in  l^ew  Tork, 
resulting  in  the  surrender  of  the  stamped  paper  by  Lieu- 
tenant-govei'nor  Oolden,  with  the  sanction  of  Gen.  Gage 
himself,  to  the  municipal  authorities,  amid  shouts  of 
"  liberty,  Property,  and  no  Stamps."     In  Newport,  at  a 

4.  town  meeting,  over  which  the  governor  presided,  a  mili- 
tary guard  was  established,  and  a  night  patrol  organized 
to  preserve  the  peace.  Gnnpowder-Ti-eason-niglit  had 
always  been  a  time  of  festivity,  and  it  was  feared  that  a 
tumult  might  occui-,  font  tlie  occasion  passed  off  quietly. 
The  revenue  officers,  feeling  bound  by  tlie  act  of  Par- 

21.  liament,  addi'cssed  a  letter  to  Augustus  Johnston,  distrib- 
utor of  stamps  for  Khode  Island,  requiring  him  to  supply 
the  custom-house.     He  replied,  stating  the  cii'cnmstances 

23.  of  his  resignation  in  August,  and  that  the  stamps  for  this 
colony  were  lodged  for  safe-keeping  on  board  the  Cygnet, 
so  that  he  could  not  comply  with  their  demand.  The 
correspondence  was  submitted  on  the  same  day  to  Gov, 
"Ward,  witli  a  request  for  his  advice  what  course  to  pursue. 

2B,  Tlie  day  appointed  for  thanksgiving  was  duly  celebrated, 
Tlie  triumph  over  an  imjiist  and  unconstitutional  act,  was 
complete  in  Rhode  Island  where,  under  the  sixth  resolu- 

Deo.  ■tion  of  the  September  Assembly,  the  judicial  courts  held 
their  regular  terms,  imawed  by  the  feeling  which,  in  the 
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other  colonies,  suspended,  for  a  time,  that  department  of   chap. 
theh'  several  govemmenta.  svm. 

At  the  opening  of  Parliament,  attention  was  directed    1769. 
to  American  affaire,  but  it  was  not  till  aiiter  the  holidays,     '^^^■ 
that  the  great  debate  commenced,  which  lasted  through 
several  weets.     Grenville,  the  late  prime  minister,  and 
author  of  the  stamp  act,  opposed  with  much  bitterness 
the  motion  for  its  repeal.     The  now  venerable  Pitt,  un- 
connected with  any  party,  but  still  the  most  powerful 
man  in  the  kingdom,  was  in  his  seat  to  pronounce  that 
magnificent  speech,  the  crowning  effort  of  his  noble  mind, 
in  which  he  "  rejoiced  tliat  America  has  resisted,"  and 
declared  "  that  England  has  no  right  to  tax  the  colonies." 
In  the  course  of  the  debate,  Fi'aOklin  was  brought  before    Feb. 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  sustained  a  long  examination 
upon  the  condition  and  temper  of  America,  which  pro- 
duced a  marked  effect  upon  the  feelings  of  the  House. 
It  was  in  this  debate,  too,  that  Edmund  Burke  first  dis- 
played his  splendid  oratory  in  tlie  cause  of  the  colonies. 
The  repeal  was  carried  in  the  Commons  by  a  majority  of      ^^■ 
one  hmidred  and  eight,  and  later  in  the  Lords  by  ninety- 
four  votes ; '  but  it  was  accompanied  by  a  doclai-atory  act, 
asserting  tlie  right  of  Parliament  "  to  bind  the  colonies  in 
all  cases  whatsoever,"  and  both  bills  received  tlie  royal  Mm-oIi 
assent  on  the  same  day.  ^^' 

The  governor  of  Rhode  Island  had  no  stated  salary, 
but  sums  of  money  were  voted  to  him  from  time  to  time  Feb. 
by  the  Assembly.  Tliirty  pounds  a  yeai'  was  now  voted  ^*" 
to  ex-govemor  Hopkins  for  former  services,  and  the  same 
amount  to  Gov.  "Ward  for  the  past  year.  To  meet  cur- 
rent expenses,  the  treasurer  was  empowered  to  hire  one 
tbouaand  pounds,  or  to  issue  bills  of  credit  to  that  amount, 
redeemable  in  two  years  by  taxation.  Organizations 
under  tlie  name  of  "  Sons  of  Liberty,"  a  term  first  ap- 
plied to  the  Americans  by  Col.  Ban-ein  his  famous  speech 

'  Botta'a  HiEtory  of  the  Wbi  of  Independence,  i.  88. 
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CHAP,  against  the  stamp  act,  had  sprang  up  in  all  the  colonies ; 

^^.^  but  we  helieve  that  to  Ehode  Island  was  reserved  the 

1766.  peculiar  honor  of  initiating  a  similai-  order,  composed  of 
the  gentler  sex,  known  as  "  the  daughters  of  liberty,"  Its 
origin  is  ascribed  to  Dr.  Ephraim  Bowen,  at  whose  house 
eighteen  yonng  ladies,  belonging  to  prominent  families  in 

Karoh  Providence,  assembled  by  invitation,  and  employed  the 
time  from  sunrise  till  evening  in  spinning.  Tliey  re- 
solved to  purchase  no  more  British  manufactures,  unless 
the  stamp  act  should  be  repealed,  and  adopted  other  reso- 
lutions, perhaps  more  patriotic  than  prudent,  to  accom- 
plish this  desirahle  end.  Tliey  were  handsomely  enter- 
tained by  tlie  doctor  at  dinner,  but  eheei'fuUy  agreed  to 
omit  tm  at  the  evening  meal,  to  render  their  conduct  yet 
more  consistent.  Tlio  association  rapidly  increased  in 
nnmbers,  so  that  theirnext  meeting  was  held  at  the  eoui"t- 
house.  This  was  for  the  pm-pose  of  spinning  a  handsome 
piece  of  Imen  as  a  premium  for  the  person  wlio  should 
raise  tlie  largest  amount  of  flax  during  the  yeai',  in  the 
county  of  Providence.'  Thus  the  spirit  of  resistance  per- 
vaded every  portion  of  society,  and  the  determination  to 
oppose  the  stamp  act,  even  to  "  the  destruction  of  the 
union"  of  the  colonies  with  tlie  mother  country,  was  de- 
clared at  a  meeting  in  Providence  held  at  this  time. 
"  Liberty  Trees,"  so  called  from  the  great  elm  in  Boston, 
where  the  opponents  of  the  stamp  act  were  wont  to  as- 
semble, began  to  be  set  up.  In  Newport,  Capt.  WUliam 
Bead,  a  deputy  from  tliat  town,  gave  a  piece  of  land  for 
the  purpose  of  planting  a  tree  of  hberty,  and  the  patriotic 
impulse  was  followed  in  other  places.  Tlie  circular  an- 
gl_  nouneing  tlie  repeal  of  the  stamp  act,  and  the  passage  of 
the  declaratory  act,  also  gave  notice  of  a  bill,  then  imder 
discussion,  and  soon  afterward  passed,  to  revise  the  trade 
laws  in  favor  of  the  colonies.  Tliis  was  skilfully  used  by 
Conway  as  a  proof  of  the  good-\vill  and  forgiveness  of 

'  Boston  Chroaiole,  April  1,  HOG. 
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Pai-iiament,  and  as  an  occasion  for  the  display  of  grati-  CHAP, 
tude  from  tlie  colonists.     But  the  chief  object  of  his  yer-  __^ 
bose  paper  was  to  urge  the  colonies  to  accede  qmetly  to  [1786. 
a  bill,  obliging  their  legislatures  to  indemnify  the  sufferers 
by  the  late  stamp  act  riots ;  and  gratitude  was  hespoheu 
in  their  behalf  by  the  Secretary,  because  their  eyidence 
had  been  given  dispassionately  in  favor  of  a  repeal  of  the 
act.     About  this  time  a  paper  mill  was  established  at 
Olneyville  near  Providence.     Tlie  revision  of  the  Acts 
of  Ti'ade  was  soon  completed,  and  Sherwood,  the  faithful  May  9, 
agent  of  "Rhode  Island,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  resolu- 
tions, congi-atulates  the  colony  "  that  every  grievance  is 
now  absolutely  and  totally  removed." '     Tlie  duty  on      ^^' 
molasses  was  reduced  to  one  penny  a  gallon,  that  ujjon 
«ugar,  coffee,  and  spice  waa  modified,  and  other  altera- 
tions were  made,  favorable  to  colonial  commerce. 

At  tlie  annual  election,  the  same  ofRcers  were  con-      7. 
turned.     When  the  news  of  the  repeal  of  the  stamp  act     10. 
reached  America,  unbounded  joy  pervaded  the  colonies. 
The  deelai'atory  act,  entitled  an  act  "  securing  the  depend- 
ency of  the  colonies,"  which   accompanied  it,  was  con- 
sidered as  a  merely  formal  matter.     In  Providence  the 
anniversary  of  the  king's  birth  was  selected  as  a  day  of    Juno 
pubhc  rejoicing,  to  attest  at  once  the  loyalty  of  the  pco-      ^' 
pie,  and  their  love  of  liberty.     EeUs,  cannon,  flags,  mar- 
tial music,  a  procession,  and  a  discourse  at  the  Pi'esbyte- 
rian  church,  after  which  the  people  returned  to  the  court- 
house, where  his  Majesty's  health  was  drank,  with  a  royal 
salute  of  twenty-one  guns,  occupied  the  morning.     The 
afternoon  was  spent  in  drinliing  thirty-two  loyal  and 
patriotic  toasts,  accompanied  by  tlie  discharge  of  cannon, 
tlie  sound  of  drum  and  trumpets,  and  the  wild  huzzas  of 
the  deUgbted  and  excited  multitude.     In  the  evening  there 
was  a  grand  display  of  fireworks  at  the  coui't-house,  and 
"an  elegant  boiled   collation,"   after   which,    at   eleven 

'  Sherwood  to  Rhode  Ishind,  Letter  45. 
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CHAP,  o'clock  the  company  retired.     Tlie  next  evening  a  grand 
^y^  ball  was  given  to  the  "  Daughters  of  liberty,"  at  which 
1766.    there  "  was  the  moat  briUiant  appearance  of  ladies  this 
""*    town  ever  saw." '      In  Newport,  and  elsewhere,  similai' 
9.      rejoicings  took  place.    The  ABsembly  adopted  "  an  hum- 
ble address  of  tliauke  to  His  Majesty"  for  the  repeal  of 
the  stamp  act,  and  voted  their  thanks  to  the  merchants  of 
London  for  their  exertions  in  favor  of  America.     An  ap- 
propriation was  made  to  build  a  new  court-house  in  Bris- 
tol, upon  the  site  of  the  old  one.     A  public  thanksgiving 
30.     was  held  throughout  the  colony,  by  proclamation  of  the 
governor  at  tlie  request  of  the  Assembly,  "in  acknowledg- 
ment to  the  Supreme  Being  for  the  repeal  of  the  late  act 
of  Parliament  imposing  stamp  duties," 

For  ten  years  tlie  colony  had  vainly  applied  for  its 
proportion  of  the  military  allowtmce,  long  since  paid  to 
the  other  colonies,  for  the  campaign  of  1756.  A  difficulty 
in  adjusting  the  accounts  according  to  the  Treasury  regu- 
lations, had  prevented  the  payment  at  the  proper  time, 
and  the  enormous  war  expenses  of  subsequent  yeai-s  had 
caused  it  to  be  delayed.  The  indefatigable  Sherwood  at 
length  obtained  a  favorable  report  from  the  war  office,  al- 
lowing, after  many  deductions,  the  sum  of  twenty-six 
hundred  and  seventy-three  pounds  sterling,  to  be  due  to 
Jnly  Ebode  Island.  But  the  Treasniy  Board  still  refused  to 
■  pay  the  money,  alleging  to  the  agent,  as  a  reason  for 
delay,  that  as  a  requisition  had  been  sent  by  the  crown  to 
the  colony  to  indemnify  the  officers  who  had  suffered  in 
the  late  riots,  the  governor  would  wait  to  see  what  action 
was  talien  upon  it  by  the  Assembly.  This  step  was  fatal 
to  the  claim,  for  reasons  that  will  presently  appear. 

Another  change  in  the  ministry,  brought  about  chiefly 

by  the  aspect  of  American  affairs,  now  took  place.     The 

venerable  Pitt  again  became  pi-ime  minister,  receiving 

29,     from  the  king,  at  the  same  time,  a  place  in  the  peerage 

'  Pi'ovLdcnce  Gazette— revive d,  August  19,  l'?65.     Staple's  Annals,  215. 
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with  the  title  of  Earl  of  Chatliam,  for  accepting  which  he  CHAP, 
was  severely  but  unjustly  censured.  Conway  gladly  ex-  ^^^ 
changed  his  difficult  post  as  Secretary  for  the  colonies,  1766. 
which  was  taken  by  the  Earl  of  Shelhnrae,  while  he, 
accepting  another  position  in  the  Stat-e  department,  be- 
came leader  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Charles  Town- 
shend,  who  as  one  of  the  GrenviUe  ministry,  had  supported 
the  stamp  act,  hut  latterly  had  advocated  its  repeal,  became 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  with  the  Duhe  of  Grafton 
as  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  and  Camden,  the  eloquent 
defender  of  America  in  the  House  of  Peers,  was  made 
Lord  Chancellor.  Lower  places  were  assigned  to  Col. 
Barre,  to  Lord  North,  and  many  others.  This  cabinet, 
although  denounced  by  Burke  as  "  a  piece  of  direreified 
mosaic,"  was  the  most  libei'al  that  England  had  yet  seen ; 
and  could  it  have  remained  without  the  later  modifica- 
tions to  which  it  was  subjected,  America  might  have  had 
no  further  cause  of  complaint.  But  Pitt,  whose  faihng 
health  and  advancing  years  had  led  him  to  seek  refuge 
from  the  stormy  Commons,  in  the  quiet  seclusion  of  the 
Peers,  could  no  longer  direct  affaire  with  the  energy 
that  had  once  made  England  great  and  liimself  all-powei'- 
ful.  The  liberal  portion  of  his  ministry  soon  lost  ground 
before  the  more  active  supporters  of  prerogative  who 
composed  it,  so  that  it  had  been  better  for  his  fame,  and 
happier  for  America,  at  the  time,  had  the  Eaii  of  Chat- 
ham never  assumed  the  seals. 

Heretofore  the  official   correspondence  between  the 
colonies  and  the  home  government  had  been  conducted 
with  the  Board  of  Trade.     An  order  in  council  now  re-    ^ug. 
pealed.the  regulation  under  which  this  had  been  done,      ^^ 
and  required  all  such  communications  to  be  addressed 
directly  to  the  king. 

Seventy  years  before,  Samuel  Sewall  of  Boston,  one  of 
the  original  purchasers  of  Pettaquamscot,  had  given  five 
hundred  acres  of  land  in  what  was  now  the  town  of 
Exeter,  to  maintain  a  grammar-school  for  the  children  of 
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CHAP,  the  inhabitants  upon  that  purchase.     Tlie  gift  had  long 
'^^  J:  lain  neglected,  but  was  now  revived  by  petition  to  tlie 
1766.    Assembly  that  proper  powei-s  might  be  confeiTed  to  can-y 
^l?*^-    out  tlie  design  of  the  donor.      Any  magistrate  of  the 
eonnty  wi«  empowered,  at  the  call  of  any  five  freeholders 
residing  withia  the  old  purchase,  to  summon  a  meeting  of 
the  inhabitants,  who  miglit  choose  proper  offloers  and  do 
all  other  acts  necessaiy  to  carry  out  the  benevolent  pur- 
poses of  the  grantor.     At  the  next  session  the  town  of 
Oct,     Exeler  had  leave  to  build  a  school-houae,  near  the  cast 
-"  ■     end  of  the  town,  on  the  pubhe  highway,  which  was  laid 
out  ten  rods  wide.     An  act  for  tJie  preservation  of  oysters 
was  passed,  forbidding  them  to  be  taken  by  drags,  or 
otherwise  than  by  tongs,  under  a  penalty  of  ten  pounds. 
Parents  and  masters  were  held  liable  for  the  violation  of 
this  law  by  tlieir  children  or  servants,  and  the  owners  of 
boats  engaged  in  evading  it  were  subject  to  a  double  flue. 
Barberry  bushes  being  supposed  to  injiu'e  grain,  a  s 
act  for  Uieir  destmction  in  the  town  of  Middletown  v 
passed.     Upon  apphcation  of  any  freeholder,  the  person 
upon  whose  grounds  they  gi'ew  was  required  to  cut  them 
up  within  one  month,  or,  in  case  of  his  neglect  to  do  so, 
they  might  be  destroyed,  by  waiTant  from  a  justice,  at 
the  expense  of  the  complainant." ' 

The  letter  of  the  agent,  annoimcing  the  awai-d  of 
money  due  to  Khode  Island,  and  the  reasons  assigned  hy 
the  Treasury  Boai'd  for  withliolding  its  payment,  was  laid 
before  the  Assembly,  They  replied  tiiat  no  claims  for 
redress  had  been  made  upon  them,  and  when  such  were 
made  in  a  proper  manner,  they  should  be  duly  considered  ; 
that  they  could  not  conceive  why  the  money  should  be 
detained,  for  that  this  delay  was  "  by  no  means  submit- 
ting the  sufferings  of  the  pei-sons  recommended  in  his 
lilajesty's  instructions,  to  the  determination  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  ;  "  tliat  tliis  colony  was  in  distress  for  the 

'  Six  years  later,  in  August,  1779,  the  Assembly  extended  tliis  act  oyer 
the  wliolc  colon y. 
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money,  having  expended  largely  in  the  late  ivar  on  the  CHAr. 
faith  of  promises  which  had  long  since  been  redeemed  as  i^^'": 
to  the  other  colonies ;  that  tlie  mob  were  not  encouraged  1766. 
by  people  of  position,  as  had  been  asserted;  and  that  the 
e  of  this  Assembly,  upon  that  point,  was  entitled 
much  weight  ob  were  tlie  eiiggestions  of  their 
3  across  the  sea.  Letters  to  this  effect  were  sent  to 
the  agent,  to  the  Lords  of  the  Ti'easury,  and  to  the  colo- 
nial secretary.  It  was  tlie  spirited  reply  to  an  unmanly 
subterfuge  on  the  part  of  the  ministry,  but  it  was  fatal  to 
the  claimants  on  either  side.  As  yet  no  petitions  for  in- 
demity  had  been  presented,  and  when,  at  an  adjourned 
session,  in  Providence,  tlie  three  piincipal  sufferers  by  Dec. 
the  riot  appeai'ed  with  their  claims,  Johnston  and  Moffat 
in  person,  and  Howard  by  attorney,  no  notice  whatever 
was  taken  of  their  complaints.  The  newspapers  report 
that  the  petitioners  "  were  refen-ed  to  next  session,  that 
the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  might  direct  their  representa- 
tives therein,"  but  not  a  word  appears  npon  the  records 
of  tliis,  nor  of  any  subsequent  session  for  more  than  eight 
months,  to  show  that  the  matter  was  brought  before  them. 
The  Assembly  and  the  people  were  thoroughly  aroused 
at  the  injustice  of  the  proceedings,  and  preferred  to  sacri- 
fice tlieir  own  admitted  claims  rather  than,  submit  to  this 
unusual  and  arbitrary  mode  of  forcing  from  them  an  act 
of  justice' 

A  tax  ordered  at  the  last  session  was  now  apportioned 

'  It  ia  from  other  Eourcea  than  the  coIoqj  records  that  we  leam.  thnk 
Eonui'd's  claim  amounted  to  £0T0,  Mofiiit'a  to  £1,310,  tmd  Johnston's  to 
£878  Is.  M.,  a  total  of  £2,353  It.  Sd.,  of  which  £B80  were  ohavged  bj  the 
two  former  for  their  trip  to  England.  A  coniniittee  reported  upon  Moffat's 
claim  in  December,  Vlli,  witii  a  list  of  itema  amounting  to  £119  iOs.  id. 
which  was  voted  to  be  paid.  Another  committee  in  August,  1773,  reported 
npon  Ihe  claims  of  Howard  and  Johnston,  reducing  the  former  to  £111  IBs., 
and  the  latter  to  £76  108.,  which  Euros  were  vot«d  "  to  be  paid  when  and 
aa  soon  ita  the  General  Assembly  shall  receive  information  that  the  money 
due  from  the  crown  to  the  colony  for  their  servioeB  in  the  expedition  against 
Crown  Point,  in  the  year  nS8,  shall  be  rec^red  by  the  agent  of  this  colony 
in  Great  Britain." 
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CHAP,  among  the  towns.  Six  thousaad  pounds,  laivful  money, 
_^^  and  seveuty-five  thoiisaiid  iii  old  tenor  were  assessed  upon 
1161.  the  colony  to  be  paid  iatliese  biUs  respectively,  to  redeem 
the  treasurer's  notes  given  for  the  former  and  the  old  ten 
per  cent,  bonds,  yet  outstanding,  issued  for  the  latter. 
This,  like  most  of  the  recent  tax  acts,  was  protested 
against  by  many  deputies,  chiefly  because  it  was  appor- 
tioned without  regard  to  tlie  valuation  made  four  years 
previously  as  a  guide  for  taxation.  Such  a  departure  from 
a  settled  mle  was  considered  to  be  a  dangerous  precedent, 
and  an  arbitrary  act  on  the  part  of  the  administration. 
It  lost  them  the  power  at  the  next  election.  To  counter- 
feit any  coin,  or  knowingly  to  pa^  any  sucli,  was  made  a 
capital  offence,  and  to  cut  or  divide  coin,  which  was  often 
done  in  order  to  make  small  change,  was  prohibited  under 
a  penalty  of  ten  times  the  valae.  The  new  digest  of  laws, 
which  had  occupied  a  committee  for  several  months,  was 
completed  in  September,  and  a  committee  was  then  a^j- 
pointed  to  examine  it.  It  was  a  work  of  gi'eat  labor,  as 
appeare  by  the  reports  of  the  revising  and  examining  com- 
mittees made  in  October,  and  was  far  more  complete  tlian 
any  digest  before  attempted.  Two  hundred  copies  were 
now  ordei-ed  to  be  pi-inted  and  distribnted  throughout  the 
colony. 
Feb.  Protection  to  the  fisheries  w&s  always  an  object  of  at- 

tention with  the  General  Assembly.  An  act  to  prevent 
the  Pawtuxet  and  Pawcatuck  Kiversfrom  being  obstruct- 
ed by  wears  or  seines,  so  as  to  prevent  the  passage  of  fish 
in  the  spring,  was  enforced  by  a  penalty  of  fifty  jjounds. 
As  each  emission  of  lawful  money  bills  of  credit,  most  of 
which  had  five  years  to  run,  was  about  to  mature,  meas- 
ures were  taken  to  redeem  them,  either  by  immediate 
taxation,  or  by  issuing  treasury  notes  to  be  exchanged  for 
them ;  a  process  which  was  a  vii'tua!  extension  of  the 
bills.  The  paper  now  falling  due,  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
deemed in  this  manner.  The  treasurer  was  to  issue  his 
notes  at  six  per  cent,  interest,  to  be  paid  in  two  yeai-s  by 
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a  tax  on  the  colony ;  and  to  counterfeit  these  notes  was  chap. 
liatle  to  the  same  pimishment  as  for  counterfeiting  the  ^"i'-^- 
bills.  A  new  issue  of  two  thoiisand  pounds  in  bills  of  iT67. 
credit,  payable  in  two  years  was  made,  to  supply  the  ^^■ 
treasniy. 

The  anniversary  of  the  repeal  of  the  stamp  act  was  Mai', 
celebrated  with  great  rejoicings,  similar  to  those  that  fol-  18. 
lowed  the  reception  of  the  news.  This  occasion,  the  first 
triumph  of  successful  resistance,  continued  for  several 
years  to  be  observed  as  a  holiday.  Since  the  act'  requir- 
ing the  general  officers  to  be  voted  for  on  town  meeting 
day,  instead  of  the  first  Wednesday  in  May,  the  third 
Wednesday  in  April  had  become  the  period  of  deciaiye 
political  struggle,  while  "  election  day,"  as  it  stiU  con- 
tinues fVom  ancient  habit  to  be  called,  ceased  to  be  any 
thing  more  than  the  occasion  for  the  official  promulgation 
of  the  result,  and  the  inauguration  of  the  new  government 
at  Newport.  At  this  election  the  HopMns  party  were  re-  April 
instated  by  over  four  hundred  majority,  the  largest  that  ■^^■ 
had  been  obtained  on  either  side  during  the  controversy. 
The  strength  of  Hopkins  lay  in  the  north.  In  Providence 
not  a  single  vote  was  cast  at  this  time  for  his  opponent, 
while  Ward  was  strongest  in  ^Newport,  where  he  polled 
three  times  as  many  votes  as  his  adversary,  and  obtained 
a  majority  of  neai-ly  two  himdred.  Stephen  Hoptins  was 
again  declared  governor,  and  Joseph  Wanton,  jr.,  deputy-  Mayd. 
governor.  The  entire  list  of  ten  assistants  was  also 
changed.  The  political  revolution  was  complete.  The 
tax  act  had  destroyed  the  Ward  party,  and  the  profes- 
sions of-  their  opponents  to  be  "  Seekers  of  Peace," — a 
motto  inscribed  upon  tlie  Hopkins  tickets — insured  suc- 
cess. This  profession  was  honorably  redeemed  by  the 
victors  in  withdrawing,  at  the  close  of  the  year,  for  the 
sake  of  peace,  from  future  contests.  The  new  govern- 
ment committed  a  serious  error  at  the  outset  in  allowing 

'  Passed,  August  18,  1760. 
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OHAP.  those  towns  whicli  were  in  arreara  for  tlie  last  two  taxes, 
xvill.  ^  pg^y,  tjj^gip  proportion  according  to  the  estimate  made  five 
1T67.  years  before,  thereby  invaUdating  the  subsequent  tax  acts 
of  the  Assembly)  and  weakening  its  power.  A  strong  and 
numerously  signed  protest  was  entered  against  this  pro- 
ceeding. It  was  certainly  carrying  party  spirit  to  a  dan- 
gerous extent,  and  operated  xuijustly  upon  those  towns 
that  had  already  paid  according  to  the  later  laws.  At 
the  same  time  they  passed  an  order  for  a  new  valuation 
Jnne  of  ratable  property  to  be  made.  The  bill  was  brought 
in  at  the  next  session.  It  levied  a  poll  tax  upon  all  males 
over  eighteen  years  of  age,  except  settled  ministers,  and  a 
property  tax  to  be  estimated  as  follows :  The  annual  rent  of 
all  kinds  of  real  estate  was  to  be  determined,  and  the  value 
of  improved  lands  to  be  estimated  as  equal  to  twenty  years 
rent ;  of  houses,  whai'ves,  mills,  &c.,  at  fifteen  years  rent ; 
personal  estate,  slaves,  waste  lands,  and  trading  stock, 
except  ships  and  cargoes  at  sea  which  were  put  at  two- 
thirds  value,  were  to  be  taxed  at  tlieir  full  value.  Debts 
were  to  be  deducted  from  the  personal  estate.  Sworn 
lists  wei'e  to  be  rendered  by  every  tax-payer,  or  if  re- 
fused, the  a^essors  were  to  fix  their  own  valuation  vrith- 
out  remedy,  and  the  offender  was  to  be  taxed  fourfold. 
A  protest  was  entered  against  this  project,  chiefly  on  the 
ground  that  it  favored  the  traders  at  the  expense  of  the 
landowners.  A  lottery  was  granted  to  raise  twenty-five 
hundred  dollar  for  putting  a  new  steeple  upon  Trinity 
Church,  the  old  one  being  much  decayed.  The  rate  of 
on  interest  was  fixed  at  six  per  cent,  and  usurious  contracts 
subjected  the  lender  to  the  loss  of  principal  and '  interest. 
When  North  Providence  was  set  off  from  Providence, 
some  of  the  compact  portion  of  the  latter  town  was  in- 
cluded in  the  former.  A  petition  for  restoration  was 
granted,  and  a  new  boundary  established,  conforming 
very  nearly  with  that  now  existing.  The  right  to  use  the 
north  burial-ground  as  a  eemeteiy  and  parade-ground 
was  extended  to  the  people  of  North  Providence. 
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Meanwhile  measures  were  in  progress  in  England  to  OHAP. 
prove  tbat  tlie  declaratory  act  was  eomethiDg  more  than  a  ^J^ 
mere  formality.  Parliament,  having  therein  asserted  the  1Y67,. 
ahsti'act  right  to  bind  America,  were  preparing  to  test  its 
reality.  The  opposers  of  the  stamp  act,  Pitt  especially, 
had  taken  a  distinction,  more  nice  than  wise  in  its  appli? 
cation  to  the  colonies,  between  external  and  internal  tax^s. 
Townshend,  upon  whom,  as  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
devolved  the  proposal  of  ways  and  means,  availed/him- 
self of  this  distinction  to  raise  a  revenue  in  Amenea  by 
means  of  custom  duties,  which  should  be  applied/  to  sup- 
port the  civil  officers  in  the  eolonieB,  and  thus  in4ke  them 
independent  of  the  local  assemblies.  To  this  raid  he  pro-  Mhj 
posed  a  email  duty  on  glass,  lead,  paints,  and' paper,  and  ^^■ 
that  the  export  duty  of  one  shilling  a  poun^  on  tea  scut 
ftom  England  should  be  removed,  and  aniinport  duty  of 
tlireepenee  a  pound  placed  upon  it  in  America.  This, 
while  it  really  lessened  the  burden  upon  the  American 
consumer,  made  the  tax,  greatly  -diminished  as  it  was, 
more  palpable,  besides  putting  a  atop  to  smuggling  tea 
from  the  Dutch.  He  also  proposed  a  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners of  Customs,  having  the  same  powers  with  that  in 
England,  who  should  prevent  illegal  traffic,  and  determine 
disputes,  now  canied  to  England,  with  less  cost  and 
trouble  to  the  parties.  These  were  the  two  leading  meas- 
ures of  the  government,  in  introducing  which  their  author 
denounced  several  of  the  colonies  for  acts  of  insubordina- 
tion, and  among  them  Rhode  Island  for  having  postponed 
making  indemnity  to  the  sufferers  in  the  late  riots.  But 
these  were  passed  over,  while  an  example  was  to  be  made 
of  New  Tork  for  refusing  entire  compliance  with  the 
billeting  act,  recLuiring  provision  to  be  made  for  a  large 
number  of  royal  troops  to  be  quartered  in  that  city.  Dur- 
ing the  late  war,  soldiera  had  been  cheerfully  billeted  in 
all  the  colonies,  for  which  indemnity  was  allowed ;  but 
an  act  requiring  them  to  be  supported  by  the  colonies,  in 
fact  establishing  a  standing  army,  now  that  the  occasion 


>v  Google 


276  msTOEY  or  the  state  of  hhode  island. 

OHAP.  for  it  had  passed,  was  deemed  a  grievance,  and  New  York 
XVIIi.  ]^.ef^gg^  to  provide  for  more  than  a  limited  number.  To 
170T.  punish  her  for  this  incontumacy,  Townsliend  moved  tliat 
the  legislative  power  of  the  New  York  Assembly  be  sus- 
pended until  they  woidd  comply  with  the  billeting  act. 
July  These  three  measures  were  passed,  and  m  the  hill  organ- 
izing the  customs  commiesioners,  a  clause  was  inserted, 
legalizing  the  writs  of  assistance,  against  which  the  fii'st 
murmur  of  discontent  in  the  colonies  had  been  raised  by 
Aug.  the  merchants  of  Boston.  Notice  of  the  passage  of  these 
acts  was  given  by  Sherwood  in  a  letter  that  contains 
also  a  censure  from  the  ministry  on  the  conduct  of  Rhode 
Island  in  prosecuting  the  collector  Robinson.  The  As- 
81.  sembly,  by  order  of  the  Treasury  Board,  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  examine  the  complaint  made  by  him  against  the 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Yiee-Admiralty,  and  the  Attorney 
General.  Disagreements  between  the  colonial  and  reve- 
nue officers  were  incessant,  and  mutual  recriminations 
were  constantly  made  to  the  home  government,  of  hm- 
dranee  in  collecting  duties  and  of  tyranny  in  tlie  mode  of 
exacting  them.  To  trace  the  manifold  phases  that  these 
troubles  assumed,  woidd  be  both  tedious  and  useless. 
They  present  the  opposite  sides  of  the  same  principle — 
resistance  to  the  Acts  of  Trade  on  one  hand,  and  the  de- 
teimination  to  enforce  them  at  all  hazards  on  the  other — 
with  very  much  of  wrong-dealing  upon  both.' 

The  three  principal  sufferers  by  the  stamp  act  riot  had 
again  presented  their  claims  at  the  June  session,  and  were 
ordered  to  bring  in  an  account  with,  items  under  oath. 

'  Upon  this  particular  complaint  the  commitlee  reported  in  OetobcL-  tliat 

no  ground  for  it  exiBted.     The  collector  refused  to  attend  the  meeting  of 

mm      e,  and  the  Assembly  "  baving  no  knowledge  of  any  prosecution 

h  d        m      that  gentlemaa,  either  by  the  Assembly  or  tho  Magiatracj," 

il  h     heriif  to  wait  upon  Mr.  Robinson  with  a  copy  of  the  agent's 

request  his  answer,  ivhetlier  he  has  any  knowledge  of  any  such 

mp  mo  b   ng  made,"  and  if  so,  to  require  a  copy  thereof.    A  copy  of  this 

n   to  the  agent  in  England,  and  the  gorernor  was  requested  to 

wnte  to  llie  ministry  on  the  subject  if  he  thought  best. 
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Having  failed  to  do  this,  the  claim  was  again  defon-ed,  chap. 
and  the  first  vote  tipon  the  subject  that  appeai-s  upon  the  ^^^"- 
records,  now  rec[Tiired  them  to  fulfil  the  former  order  as  1767. 
soon  as  possible. 

The  "Warren  Association  of  Baptist  Chiu'ches,  the  Sept. 
earliest  of  its  kind  in  !New  England,  had  its  first  celebra- 
tion this  year  at  "Warren.  It  originated  with  the  "Warren 
ehm-eh,'  and  had  for  its  object  to  secure  for  the  denomina- 
tion in  the  neighboring  colonies  those  civil  and  religious 
rights  hitherto  enjoyed  solely  by  the  established  church. 
The  location  of  Ihe  College  at  Warren,  made  this  town 
the  centre  of  Baptist  influence  in  this  region,  and  a  proper 
place  for  the  initiation  of  eueh  an  enterprise.  The  an- 
nual meeting  was  appointed  for  the  first  Tuesday  after 
commencement,  as  that  occasion  drew  together  many 
leading  men  of  the  church  from  all  parts  of  the  eonntry. 
In  a  few  yeai's  the  Association  extended  over  New  Eng- 
land, and  held  its  meetings  at  various  places.  It  became 
an  active  body  in  the  cause  of  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
presenting  many  able  addresses  upon  this  subject  to  the 
government  of  Maasachnsetta  and  to  the  Continental  Con- 
greas  through  the  whole  period  of  the  revolution.  Al- 
though the  Association  has  no  longer  that  intimate  con- 
nection with  the  university  which  at  first  existed,  and 
the  growth  of  Baptist  churches  in  New  England  has  given 
rise  to  many  other  similar  associations,  the  parent  body 
still  continues  to  exert  a  wide-spread  and  beneficent  in- 
fluence over  the  objects  of  its  charge. 

At  this  crisia,  just  aa  the  fatal  acts  that  were  destined 
to  rupture  the  British  empire  were  adopted  in  Parfiament, 
their  gifted  but  erring  author  closed  his  brilliant  career.  4. 
Had  the  death  of  Charles  Townshend  occurred  at  the 
opening,  instead  of  the  close  of  that  memoi'able  aeasion, 
how  different  might  have  been  the  fortunes  of  England ! 

'  August  38,  IWS,  the  Warren  Church  TOted  "  That  an  association  be 
entered  into  with  eundry  ehurchea  of  the  same  faith  and  order,  as  it  was 
judged  a  likely  melhotS  to  promote  tlie  peace  of  the  ohurclica." 
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CHAP.  A  circular  from  the  treasury  encloeed  a  copy  of  the  Board 
JJ^  of  Revenue  act.  The- commissioners  were  stationed  at 
1767.    Boston  as  being  ahke  the  centre  of  commerce  and  of  dis- 

^"'^^  content.  John  Robinson,  the  collector  of  Ifewport,  was 
appointed  one  of  the  new  Board,  The  Assembly  took  no 
immediate  notice  of  these  recent  acts  of  Parliament,  but 

28.  on  the  same  day  that  it  met,  a  new  movement  was  com- 
menced by  the  people  of  Boston.  Gov.  Bernard  had  re- 
fused to  call  a  special  session  of  the  General  Court  to  con- 
sider the  obnoxious  measures.  A  public  meeting  was 
therefore  held  to  devise  plans  for  the  encouragement  of 
industry,  economy,  and  manufactures.  It  was  resolved 
to  discontinue  the  importation  of  British  goods,  and  the 
consumption  of  all  nimeeessary  articles.  Mourning  apparel 
was  discountenanced,  as  being  wholly  of  Enghsh  manufac- 
ture, and  means  were  taken  to  procure  the  adhesion  of 
other  communities  to  this  legal,  peaceful,  but  effectual 
Nov.    mode  of  nullifying  the  duty   act.      The  arrival  of  the 

^-      revenue  commissioners  at  Boston  caused  no  excitement, 

20.  fnil  when  the  day  came,  upon  which  the  act  was  to  take 
effect,  there  were  no  duties  to  be  paid,  and  no  orders  upon 
which  they  might  accrue  bad  been  sent  out.     Providence 

35.     soon  followed  the  example  of  Boston,'  and  tlie  next  day 

2g  ^Newport  appointed  a  committee  on  the  same  subject  to 
report  at  a  future  meeting,    A  placard  was  put  up  on  the 

gF^      door  of  the  conrt-house  the  following  night,  nrguig  the 

people  to  seize  the  money  in  the  eustom-house  "  by  way 

of  reprisal  for    the    money  due   this   colony  from  the 

crown."     Tlie  riotous  appeal  was  not  regarded,  and  at  the 

Dec.    adjourned  meeting  a  reward  of  fifty  pounds  was  offered  for 

*'  the  arrest  of  the  author.  The  tlianks  of  the  town  were 
sent  to  the  council  of  Boston  for  then'  "  wise  and  whole- 
some "  recommendations,  and  resolutions  similar  to  those 
therein  proposed  were  adopted,  and  sent  to  each  town  in 
the  colony  for  their  concurrence.     Thus  the  combination 
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spread  rapidly  tliroiighoiit  the   colonies,  and  the  agi-ee-  CUAP. 
ments  were  everywhere  signed.     The  eauae  of  revolution,  ^^.___^ 
received  a  powerful  impulse  from  the  pen  of  John  Dick-    17G7. 
inson  of  Penneylvania,  whose  letters  against  Parllanien- 
taiy  taxation,  over  the  signature  of  "  A  Fai-mer,"  were 
universally  circulated  in  pamphlet  form,  and  republished 
in  all  the  newspapers. 

At  tlie  Oetoher  session,  the  Assembly  had  req^im-ed 
Ninigret  to  execute  a  deed  of  the  Indian  school-house  lot 
in  Chaiiestown  to  the  colony,  and  had  also  appointed  a 
committee  to  settle  the  accounts  of  the  Sachem,  by  pay- 
ing his  debts  with  his  personal  property,  so  far  as  it  wonld 
go,  and  selling  lands  to  satisfy  the  remainder.  This  was 
considered  so  great  a  gi'ievanee  by  the  tribe,  tliat  they  Deo. 
resolved,  by  tlie  advice  of  Sir  William  Johnson,  to  send  ^■ 
Tobias  Shattock  to  England  as  their  agent,  to  seek  redress 
from  the  king.'  George  Eome,  who  had  been  a  resident 
of  the  colony  for  six  years  as  agent  for  creditors  m  Eng- 
land, and  had  been  unfortunate  in  his  effoi-ts  to  recover 
their  claims  before  the  courts  or  the  Assembly,  wrote  a  S3, 
very  long  and  severe  letter,  probably  to  Dr.  Moffat,  in 
which  he  xinsparingly  denounced  the  courts  and  govern- 
ment of  this  colony,  (but  making  honorable  exception  of 
James  Helme,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Superior  Court,)  and 
the  rebellious  spirit  of  all  the  colonies,  and  urged  the  es- 
tabhshment  of  royal  govennnents  throughout  America  as 
the  only  mode  of  averting  impending  evil.'  A  copy  of 
this  letter,  with  others  wi'itten  against  the  colonies,  was 
obtained  in  England  nearly  six  years  later  by  parties 
resolved  to  learn  who  were  the  enemies  of  America. 
Eome's  letter  was  then  printed,  and  was  the  firat  positive 
evidence  discovered  respecting  the  persons  who,  three 
years  before  this  time,  had  been  reported  to  the  Assembly 
as  havmg  petitioned  for  a  revocation  of  the  charter. 

'  Shattoek's  letter  to  the  committee,  December  8,  read  Deecmljcr  2fl, 
1767.    Letters,  64. 

'  Tnimbull  papers,  toI,  isiii.  No.  21. 
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A  vigOTOUS  effort  in  tehalf  of  free  schools  was  now 
made  in  Provideuce.  At  the  adjourned  meeting  that 
1  the  reaolutionB  in  favor  of  industry  and  economy, 
IS  proposed  to  establish  foui'  pnhlic  schools  in  the  town. 
The  committee  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
'  ported  a  plan  -which  was  approved,  but  found  too  costly 
for  the  existing  state  of  the  ti-easwry.'  The  design  "  of  a 
free  school  supported  by  a  tax,  was  rejected  by  the 
poorer  sort  of  the  people,  being  strongly  led  away,  not  to 
see  their  own  as  well  as  the  public  interest  therein." "  But, 
notwithstanding  the  opposition  of  these  objectors,  one 
large  scliool  was  voted  at  once,  and  it  was  shown  that  its 
cost  would  be  more  than  saved  by  the  eitizeus  if  tliey 
should  aU  unite  in  the  project  just  agreed  to,  for  promo- 
ting economy,  A  brick  school-house  was  erected  during 
the  summer,  and  the  oversight  of  the  puhHc,  and  also  of 
the  private  schools,  was  placed  in  chai-ge  of  a  committee 
of  nine,  of  whom  the  town  council  formed  a  part.'  Thus 
freedom  and  education  went  hand  in  hand  with  industry 
and  economy,  in  the  minds  of  the  fathers  of  the  revolution. 
A  census  of  the  town  showed  its  population  to  be  little 
short  of  three  thousand.' 


'  Providence  Gazett      f  J  euttj   d  and  Bth,  1'!8S. 

'  Mosea  Ecown'a  mem  rand  ra    pp  nded  U>  G  overno 

Bowen' 

Staples'  Aunals,  pp.  BOO 

•  The  proprietors,  wli         tli  11     t  w     had  erected  thig  buildi 

idcorporated  February  36   1    0     Tli   1       e  was  two  ato 

iea  high 

upper  storj  was  occupied  f        p              h  ol,  the  lower  a 

s  a  free  s 

'  Men  over  21  years  of  age, 

.       530 

Women        do.               .                .                . 

638 

Young  men  from  14  to  al,      . 

.     an 

Do.     women    do.    do., 

183 

Boya  betB'een  5  and  14, 

.       302 

Girla        do.        do.       . 

Cliildren  under  S  years, 

.       ilO 

155 

Do.,        femoJee,      . 

.        IS-t 

Total.    . 

2,958 

ProTidcnce  Gazette,  January  2,  1768. 


„Google 


WARD   AND   HOPKIHS   CONTEOVERSY   CLOSED,  281 

The  business  of  the  colonies  had  become  so  pressing,  chap. 
that  a  thhd  secretary  was  necessary  upon  whom  the  Ameri-  J^^ 
can  department  alone  should  devolve,  and  the  Earl  of  Hills-    1768. 
borough  was  appointed  to  the  place.    Othei"  changes  in 
the  cabinet  oecnri'ed,  and  Lord  Horth  reluctantly  assnmed 
the  delicate  post  of  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.     The 
first  movement  of  the  new  secretaiy  was  to  notify  the     J""- 
colonies  of  his  appointment,  and  to  Teqnire  from  Ehode 
Island  a  transcript  of  her  laws.     Tlie  General  Court  of 
MaBsacliusetts,  after  maturely  deliberating  on  tlie  condi- 
tion of  tlie  province,  aiid  adopting  a  petition  to  the  king, 
addressed  a  ciraalar  to  the  other  colonial  a^emblies,  in-    '^^^■ 
viting  co-operation  in  the  assertion  of  tiieir  rights.     Tlie 
Ehode  Island  Assembly  at  once  resjionded  to  this  appeal 
by  preparing  "  a  suitable  address  to  his  Majesty,  and 
also  a  letter  to  "  the  ministry,  stating  the  giievances  of  the     29. 
colonies, 

A  patent  right  for  fourteen  years  was  gi-anted  to 
Samuel  Jackson  and  others,  to  dig  coal  from  a  mine  sup- 
posed to  exist  in  Providence  ;  but  the  indications  of  coal 
in  this  vicinity  proved  to  be  fallacious.  At  the  October 
session,  Gov,  Hopkins  had  intimated  his  mtention  of  no 
longer  being  a  candidate  for  the  chief  magistracy.'  Since, 
the  deatli  of  Gov.  Greene,  the  personal  contest  between 
Gov,  "Wai-d  and  himself  had  lasted  ten  years,  in  seven  of 
■which  he  had  triumphed.  The  position  of  the  colony  re- 
quired that  this  bitter  fetid  should  be  quelled.  He  there- 
fore proposed  a  union  of  the  factions  by  the  mthdi'awal 
of  each  of  their  leaders,  either  of  whom,  as  might  be 
agreed,  should  nominate  a  governor  from  the  friends  of 
the  other,  and  these  in  tiu'n  should  name  a  deputy-govern- 
or from  the  opposite  side ;  the  assistants,  in  lilie  mannei', 
to  he  equally  appoi-tioned  between  the  two  parties.  The 
plan  was  adopted  at  the  spring  election,  and  the  famous 
controversy  between  Ward  and  Hopkins  ceased  forever,    April. 

'  G.  Rome's  letter  of  December  32,  1767. 


>v  Google 


282  EISTORY    OF    THE    STATE   OF   EHOPE   ISLAND. 

CHAP,  in  the  presence  of  a  more  momentous  struggle,  in  wiiicli 
J_^  the  State  was  soon  to  te  inyolved.  This  consolidation  of 
1768.  political  pai-ties,  that  for  so  long  a  period  had  divided  the 
counsels  of  the  colony,  was  a  movement  so  significant  of 
the  fvitiire,  that  it  may  well  form  an  era,  and  invite  a 
pause,  in  the  course  of  onr  Jiistory.  The  most  violent 
patty  strife  that  for  a  century  had  distracted  the  popular 
mind,  was  suddenly  hushed  in  view  of  the  portentous 
conflict  about  to  commence.  As  tlie  fui-y  of  contending 
armies  has  sometimes  been  restrained  hy  the  wilder  up- 
roar of  the  elements,  so  the  hostile  factions  in  Eliode 
Island  were  awed  into  peace  by  the  threatening  stoi-m 
about  to  overwhelm  the  colony.  That  the  idea  of  inde- 
pendence had  become  familiar  to  tlie  public  mind,  co- 
temporary  papers  fully  prove,  and  positive  legislation  was 
soon  to  establish.  That  the  present  realization  of  this 
idea  was  contingent  upon  the  action  of  the  British  minis- 
try, whether  to  yield  or  to  persist  in  the  exercise  of  arbi- 
ti'ary  power,  is  equally  certain,  Absolnte  independence 
was  only  desired  as  a  remedy  for  evils  which  might  yet 
be  averted.  But  the  temper  of  England  warned  the  more 
thoughtful  colonists  that  the  disposition  to  alleviate  their 
burdens  could  only  be  purchased  by  concessions,  which, 
as  freemen  and  as  Englishmen,  they  could  not  offer.  Un- 
conditional submission  to  the  authority  of  Parliament, 
taxation  without  representation,  and  the  support  of  stand- 
ing armies  in  time  of  peace,  were  measures  so  subversive 
of  the  principles  of  Magna  Charta,  that  another  Euny- 
mede,  with  tlie  Parliament  and  the  people  in  place  of  tJie 
king  and  his  barons,  appeared  inevitable.  What  Kmg 
John  conceded,  and  thereby  preserved  a  crown,  George 
III.  refused,  and  lost  an  empire. 

Union  for  resistance  was  the  motive,  if  not  the  motto, 
of  tlie  coalition  that  was  now  perfected  in  Rhode  Isknd, 
and  ere  long  to  extend  throughotit  the  continent.  Fleets 
and  ai-mies  were  soon  "  to  cover  our  shores  and  darken 
our  land."    Maddened  at  the  bold  and  apparently  defiant 
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attitude  of  the  colonies,  Parliament  and  people  together  chap. 
resolved  to  crusli  sedition  before  gi'antiiig  justice.  The  _,^ 
power  that  had  so  lately  humbled  France,  and  become  1T68. 
mistress  of  mankind,  scorned  the  idea  of  ai-med  resistance 
from  feeble  provincials,  and  thought  to  crush  out  liberty 
itself  by  a  display  of  force.  But  England  forgot  that  the 
great  minister,  whose  genius  had  compassed  her  supre- 
macy, was  the  firmest  friend  of  the  principles  she  now 
hoped  to  subdue,  and  of  the  people  she  sought  to  eoncLuer. 
His  mighty  mind  had  sunk  beneath  the  weight  of  empire, 
and  in  a  sad  condition,  almost  of  imbecility,  he  still  re- 
tained the  seals  to  be  but  a  cipher  in  his  cabinet.  His 
wisdom  could  no  longer  guide  the  councils  of  the  king, 
nor  his  energy  direct  the  prosperity  of  the  nation.  Eng- 
land had  forgotten,  too,  that  a  long  series  of  desperate 
conflicts  on  the  western  continent  had  trained  her  trans- 
atlantic subjects  to  the  nse  of  arms.  Wor  did  she  under- 
stand the  spirit  of  unanimity  that  could  not  only  quell  a 
protracted  fend  in  Iiei'  smallest  colony,  but  which  every- 
where pervaded  her  excited  provinces.  Fi-om  the  far 
south,  rfdlled  in  border  warfare  with  savage  tribes,  from 
the  central  colonies,  richest  in  the  appliances  of  resistance, 
and  from  populous  and  determined  New  England,  one 
voice  had  gone  forth,  and  one  pregnant  symbol  had  been 
adopted.  "  Join  or  Die,"  was  now  the  imiversal  motto, 
soon  to  give  place  to  the  last  colonial  battle-shout  of 
"Liberty  or  Death."  The  capture  of  Cape  Breton  and 
the  conquest  of  Canada,  had  taught  the  Amexicans  the 
great  lesson  of  self-reliance,  and  the  same 


wei'e  soon  to  roll  the  charge  on  Bmiker  Hill,  and  rattle 
the  reveille  in  Khode  Island. 


>v  Google 


HISrORY    OF    THE    STATE    OP    RHODE    ISLA^iD. 


APPEN"DIX     J. 

INSTRUCTIONS   TO   THE   COMMISSIONEES   APPOINTED    SEPT.    m, 
1165,  TO  ATTEND  THE  CONGEESS  AT  NEW  YORK  IN  OCTOBER. 

CHAP.         It  is  Voted  and  Eesolved,  Tliat  the  following  be  tlie  Inatractions 
XVIII.  to  the  CcmmiEsionera  who  shall  be  appoiDted  by  thia  Assembly,  to 
"T™^  meet  Comniisaioners  of  the  other  governments  at  Ifew  York : 
^-      Gentlemen, 

This  Assembly  taking  into  consideration  tlie  late  Act  of  the  Par- 
liament of  Great  Britain  for  levying  stamp  duties  upon  the  Colonies 
in  Iforth  Americoi  and  estending  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Comls  of 
Admiralty,  are  humbly  of  opinion,  that  tJie  said  Act  is  oppressive  and 
injurious,  and  deprives  ns  of  some  of  our  most  essential  Eights  and 
Liberties;  whioh  we  have  enjoyed  ever  since  the  first  settlement  of 
the  colony ;  whicli  have  been  confirmed  by  a  Eoyal  Oliarter,  and 
have  never  been  forfeited  nor  contested,  but  have  ever  been  recog- 
nized by  tlie  King  and.  Pai-liament  of  Great  Britain, 

The  House  of  Representatives  of  tlie  Province  of  the  MaKachnsette 
Bay,  have  proposed  n  meeting  of  committees  appointed  by  the  several 
British  Colonies  on  this  Ooatinent,  at  New  York,  on  the  first  Tues- 
day in  October  nest,  to  consult  together  upon  tlie  pi'esent  circum- 
stances of  the  colonies,  and  the  difficulties  to  wHoli  they  are,  and  must 
be  reduced,  by  the  operation  of  the  said  Act  of  Parliament ;  and  to 
consider  of  a  general  Mid  united,  dutiful,  loyal,  and  humble  Bepresen- 
tation  to  his  Majesty  and  the  Parliament ;  and  to  implore  Belief. 

This  Assembly,  willing  to  exert  themselves  to  tie  utmost  for  the 
presej-vatioa  of  their  inestimable  Eights  and  Liberties ;  and  having 
the  pleasure  to  be  infoiiued  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  other  Colonies 
are  actuated  by  the  same  principles ;  tiiat  some  of  them  have,  and 
others  are  about  appointing  Commissioners  for  the  aforesaid  purpose ; 
Have,  and  do  hereby  appoint  yon  to  be  Commissioners  in  behalf  of 
thia  Colony,  to  meet  those  tliat  are  or  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
other  Colonies,  at  the  proposed  Congress ;  And  do  give  you  the  fol- 
lowing Instructions  and  Directions  to  be  observed  by  yon  in  discharg- 
ing your  trust,  viz. : 
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You  are  directed  to  repair  to  New  York  in  such  season  as  to  be  CIIAP, 
ready  to  proceed  upon  business  with  the  other  Commissioners  on  the  XVIII. 
first  Tuesday  in  October  next. 

You  are  also  directed,  and  fully  empowered  and  authorized,  to 
unit*  with  the  other  Commissioners,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  in 
preparing  such  an  humble,  dutiful,  and  royal  Eepresentation  and  Ad- 
dress as  is  above  mentioned ;  and  to  siga  the  same  in  behalf  of  this 
Colony ;  And  also  to  join  with  the  other  Commissioners  in  taking  the 
proper  measures  for  laying  the  said  Eepresentation  and  Address  be- 
fore His  Majesty  and  the  Parliament,  at  the  first  opening  of  the  session. 

This  Assembly  liare  hearts  filled  with  the  sincerest  affection  and 
loyalty  to  His  M^esty,  and  have  the  highest  sense  of  their  subordina- 
tion to  thatangust  assembly  the  British  Parliament;  ITeTertheless, 
they  would  assert  their  Rights  and  Privileges  with  becoming  freedom 
and  spirit ;  And  therefore  you  are  directed  to  use  your  endeavors  that 
the  said  Eepresentation  and  Addi-ess  express  these  sentiments  in  the 
strongest  manner. 

Yon  aj-o  further  directed  to  assure  the  other  Commissioners  that 
this  General  Assembly  will  give  their  Agent,  in  London,  all  necessary 
ordei-s  and  power  to  enable  hira  to  oo-operite  with  the  Agents  of  the 
oth      C  1  y  aiy  ra  asn      f     X  If 

th      mip    ta  t   ff 

Th     g  1   1      y     f  t    d     and  wl     h  ly 

felt        11  th    Plant  tnspothOtmtd  frtlto 

dirty         Thtfmjtytth      th      Cm  rshll 

think  1 1      1    1 1   mak   any  E  p         t  t      t    E     M  j    ty     d  th 
Pal  t    p      th  t      bj    t    J       1       wththm  h     11 

dut  f  1  Add        t    ]  th         t  d  b    d       1   d    p 

eomm        t    b    all  1 

And  further,  ]t  any  other  measure  shall  be  proposed  and  agreed 
upon  by  the  majority  of  the  Commissioners  who  shall  meet  npon  this 
occasion,  for  obtaining  reUef,  you  are  hereby  empowered  to  join  and 
unite  with  them  in  sucli  measures,  if  they  shall  appear  to  you  reason- 
able and  probable  to  answer  the  desired  end. 

To  you,  gentlemen,  this  Assembly  have  committed  Concerns  of 
tlie  last  consequence  to  themselves,  to  their  Constituents,  and  to  Pos- 
terity ;  And  we  hope  the  just  sense  you  entertain  of  the  importance 
of  the  Trust  we  have  placed  in  you,  will  iRdnce  yon  to  exert  all  your 
capacities  to  discharge  it  in  such  manner  as  to  do  Honor  to  y 
and  service  to  the  Colony. 
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CHAP.         This  Assembly,  taking  into  the  most  serious  consideration,  an  Act 
^Vlir,   passed  liy  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  at  tKeir  last  session,  for 
''j^ipp'  levying  stamp  duties,  and  other  internal  duties  in  Hortli  America; 
K. '    Do  Kesolve  : 

1.  Tliat  tie  first  Adventurers,  Settlersof  this  His  Majesty's  Colony 
and  Dominion  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  brought 
with  them  and  transmitted  to  their  Posterity,  and  all  other  His  Miq- 
esty's  Buhjecta  since  inhabiting  in  this  His  Majesty's  Colony,  all  the 
privileges  and  immunities  that  have  at  any  time  been  heW,  enjoyed, 
and  possessed  by  the  People  of  Great  Britain. 

2,  That  by  a  Charter  granted  by  King  Cbai-les  the  Second,  in  the 
ISth  year  of  his  Reign,  the  Colony  aforesaid  is  declared  and  entitled  , 
to  all  the  Privileges  and  Immunities  of  imtui-al  born  subjects,  to  all . 
intents  and  purposes,  as  if  they  had  been  abiding  and  born  within 
the  Realm  of  England, 

5.  Tliis  His  Majesty's  liege  People  of  this  Colony  have  enjoyed 
the  right  of  being  governed  by  their  own  Assembly  in  the  article  of 
taxes  and  internal  police ;  and  that  the  same  hath  never  been  forfeited 
or  any  other  way  yielded  up,  but  hath  been  constantly  recognized  by 
the  Eing  and  People  of  Great  Britain. 

4  That,  therefoie,  the  General  Assembly  of  t!  C  1  y  ha  in 
then:  representati've  capacity,  the  Only  esclusiv  t  1  t  1  j  f  xes 
and  imposts  i  pon  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Oolonj  And  tl  at  ry 
attempt  to  vest  such  power  in  any  Person  oi  P  what  er, 
other  linn  the  General  Assembly  aforesaid,  is  on  t  tub  nal  and 
hath  a  manifest  tendency  to  destroy  the  Libert  of  th  Pe  pie  of 
thi"  Colony 

5  That  Hi"  IT-uesty  s  liege  People,  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony, 
are  not  bound  to  yield  obedience  to  any  Law  or  Oi'dinance  designed 
to  impose  any  internal  taxation  whatsoever  upon  tliem,  other  than 
the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  General  Assembly  aforesaid. 

6.  That  all  the  officers  in  this  Colony,  appointed  by  the  authority 
thei-eo^  be,  and  tliey  are  hereby  directed,  to  proceed  in  the  execution 
of  their  respective  offices,  in  the  same  manner  as  usual ;  And  that  this 
Assembly  will  indemnify  and  save  harmless  all  the  said  officers  on 
account  of  their  conduct  agreeable  to  this  Eesolntion, 
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CHAPTER    XIX. 


FEOM  THE  UNION  OF  PARTIES  FOR  RESISTANCE  TO  ENGLAND, 
APRIL,  1-768,  TO  THE  DESTRUCTrON  OF  HIS  MAJESTY'S  SCHOON- 
ER GASPEE,  JUNE  lOTH,  1772. 

The   political   amnesty  eonelnded  between  the  lival  CHAP, 
governors,  Teceived  the  popular   sanction  by  an  over-  ^_,_ 
whelming  vote,     Josias  Lyndon  was  chosen  governor  by    1T68. 
nearly  fifteen  htrndred  majority,  carrying  twenty-three     20' 
towns.     In  the  other  five  towns  small  majorities  were 
given  for  the  late  deputy-governor,  whose  great  popularity 
was  signally    attested    during    the    next    seven   years. 
Nicholas   Cooke  was  elected  deputy-governor,  and  the 
assistants  were  equally  divided  among  the  pai'tisans  of 
the  contending  interests. 

When  the  Massachusetts  eireulai',  addressed  to  the 
other  colonial  assemblies,  readied  England,  it  gave  great  16. 
offence  to  the  government.  Copies  of  it  were  at  once 
enclosed  in  a  royal  circnlar  to  the  other  twelve  colonies,  21, 
denonncing  it  as  "  factious,"  and  requiring  the  assemblies 
to  treat  it  "  with  the  contempt  it  deserves,"  by  taking  no 
notice  of  it.  A  clause,  which  does  not  appear  in  Hills- 
borough's circular  to  Hhode  Island,  further  ordered  tho 
governors  to  dissolve  their  assembfiea  should  they  give 
countenance  to  the  "  seditions  papei-."  '     In  several  colo- 

'  Biincroft's  History  of  United  Statea,  vol,  Ti.,  p.  144. 
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CHAP,  iiiea  this  was  done,  and  llaesachnsetta  was  still  further 
,^  _  ,1,  commanded  to  rescind  the  resolutions  upon  which  the 
1768.    appeal  had  been  made,  upon  penalty  of  forfeiting  its  gor- 
emment.    So  exasperated  had  tlie  ministry  become  hj 
tJiis  open  attempt  at  combination,  tliat  no  chance  of  recon- 
ciliation, or  of  any  alleviation  of  the  gi-ievanees  that  had 
caused  it  remained,  while  this  measure  continued  unre- 
tracted.     The  last  Pailiament  hut  one  that  was  ever  to 
legislate  for  America,  was  returned  at  this  crisis.     It  was 
imbned  witli  the  same  hostile  spirit  of  its  predecessor,  and 
took  early  measures  to  coerce  the  colonies,  whom  a  little 
gentleness  might  still  have  retained.    While  sach  excited 
feelings  existed  in  the  two  countries,  it  was  natural  that 
collisions  should  occur  between  the  officeiB  of  one  and  tlie 
Mays,  people  of  the  other.     A  fatal  affray  between  some  people 
at  Newport,  and  three  midshipmen  of  the  Senegal,  man- 
of-war,  lying  in  the  harbor,  resulted  in  the  death  of  Henry 
Sparter,  who  was  i-un  through  the  body  by  an  officer 
named  Thomas  Careless.    Tlie  coroner's  inquest  returned 
a  verdict  of  wilful  muj'der.     Another  mau  wa^  severely 
wounded.     As  the  Superior  Oom't  did  not  meet  tUI  Sep- 
tember, the  Assembly,  upon  petition  of  the  prisouei's, 
4,      granted  a  special  court  for  their  trial  in  June,  when  they 
were  acqviitted  on  the  ground  of  self-defence.     The  com- 
!*•     plaints  of  the  Eevenuo  Board  produced  another  circiilar 
from  the  ministiy,  calliug  on  the  respective  governments 
to  sustain  the  custom-house  offlcej'S  in  the  discharge  of 
31.     their  duties.    Charles  Dudley  was  deputed  by  the  Board 
to  be  collector  and  surveyor  of  Ehode  Island  in  place  of 
Eobumon,  who  had  become  one  of  the  new  commissioners. 
Jime    A  more  serious  result  of  these  complaints  was  a  peremp- 
■      tory  order  to  Gen.  Gage  to  send  a  regiment  to  Boston, 
and  the  despatch  of  a  naval  force  by  the  Admiralty,  to 
sustain  Bernard.     This  was  the  first  direct  act  of  hostility 
against  the  colonies,  soon  to  be  followed  by  resistance  on 
one  hand,  leading  to  greater  rigor  on  the  othci'.     At  the 
same  time  an  affair  occun'ed  in  Boston,  which  increased 
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the  hatred  between  the  people  and  the   oiflciale.     The  CHAP. 
!Ronmey,  a  fifty-giin  ship  ordered  from  Halifax  by  the  „.^ 
commissioners,  impresecd  some  Now  England  seamen,  one    1768. 
of  whom  was  rescued.     On  tlie  same  evening,  the  sloop      ^?® 
Liberty,  belonging  to  John  Hancock,  was  seized  upon 
pretence  of  smuggling,  and  anchored  under  the  gims  of 
the  Eomney.    A  riot  ensued,  and  the  commissioners  took 
refuge  with  tlie  troops  at  Castlo  Island.    ^No  proceeding 
were  had  against  the  rioters,  but  the  people  in  town  meet- 
ing requested  the  governor  to  procnre  the  withdrawal  of     14. 
the  Komney,  which  he  had  no  power  to  do.     The  Gen- 
eral Court  was  then  in  session.    The  council  condemned 
the  conduct  of  the  rioters,  bnt  the  lower  house  took  no 
notice  of  the  matter.    The  Eliode  Island  Assembly  met  at     13 
the  same  time,  bnt  did  not  refer  to  these  events,  although 
the  public  mind  was  gi'eatly   agitated  by  them.    The 
newspaperseontainedfuUaecoTmts  of  all  these  transactions. 
At  a  town  meeting  in  Providence,  an  address  to  John 
Dickinson  was  adopted,  expressing  a  cordial  concurrence     20. 
in  the  views  maintained  by  him  in  the  letters  of  "  A 
Farmer,"  and  concluding  with  the  "  hope  that  the  conduct 
of  the  colonies  on  this  occasion  will  be  peaceable,  prudent, 
firm,  and  joint ;  such  as  wiU  shew  their  loyalty  to  the  best 
of  Sovereigns,  and   that  they  know  what  they  owe  to 
themselves,  as  well  as  to  Great  Britain."     For  this  ad-  Juiy7. 
dress,  Dickinson  returned  a  letter  of  thanks,  commending 
the  stand  talcen  by  the  town  of  Providence  in  defence  of 
their  rights.'    Similar  addresses  were  sent  to  him  from  all 
parts  of  the  country.     The  circular  that  had  been  sent  in 
behalf  of  the  revenue  of&cers  in  the  several  govenjments 
two  months  before,  was  now  repeated  in  favor  of  the  com-     ii. 
missioners,  upon  whom  the  entire  regulation  of  these  sub- 
jects devolved.      The  spirit  of  resistance  was  gaining 
ground,  and  popular  demonstrations  for  freedom  were 
becoming  frequent.     A  great  elm  in  front  of  Olney's     35. 

'  Staples'  Annala,  219-21 ;  Pcoviaence  Gazette,  Juno  25,  1708. 
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CHAP,  tavern  in  Providence  was  dedicated  as  a  tree  of  liberty  ic 
,,.-^.  the  presence  of  a  large  assemblage,  before  whom  an  ora- 

1708.    tion  was  prononnced  by  Silas  Downer.'     Upon  news  of 

■^^S-  the  affair  of  the  sloop  Liberty  reaching  England,  two 
more  regiments  were  ordered  from  Ireland  to  be  sent  to 
Boston.  The  circulars  addressed  to  the  colonial  governors 
had  of  late  been  submitted  by  them  to  their  legislatures, 
and  often  become  the  basis  of  offensive  action.     To  pre- 

Sept.  vent  this,  an  order  was  issued,  forbidding  any  letter,  or 
portion  thereof,  from  the  ministry,  to  be  shown  to  the 
assemblies  without  express  permission  from  the  King. 
13.  The  adjourned  session  of  the  Ehode  Island  Assembly  was 
rich  in  coiTespondence.  An  address  to  the  King,  praying 
relief  from  the  recent  revenue  acts,  with  a  letter  to  Hills- 
borough on  the  same  subject,  and  another  in  reply  to  Mb 
about  the  Massachusetts  circular,  wherein  the  sentiments 
of  that  paper  were  defended,  and  regret  was  expressed 
that  it  had  been  denounced  by  the  ministry  as  "  factious 
or  disloyal,"  were  prepared.  Eeplies  to  the  late  govern- 
ment circulars,  on  the  obsti'uctions  offered  to   custom- 

ji^  house  officers,  were  also  sent,  denying  that  such  hin- 
drances had  occurred  in  tliis  colony  ;  and  copies  of  for- 
mer letters,  relating  to  tlie  action  of  tlie  House  in  regard  to 
the  sufferers  by  the  stamp  act  riot,  and  urging  payment 
of  the  war  money  so  long  unjustly  withheld  from  Rhode 
Island,  were  transmitted  to  the  ministry. 

In  obedience  to  the  royal  mandate.  Gov,  Bernai'd  had 
suppressed  the  Massachusetts  legislature,  on  the  first  of 
July,  upon  their  refusal  the  day  previous,  by  a  vote  of 
ninety-two  to  seventeen,  to  rescind  the  resolutions  upon 
which  "  the  seditious  circular  "  was  based.    The  expected 

jn  arrival  of  troops  caused  a  town  meeting  to  be  held  in 
Boston,  to  request  the  governor  to  convene  the  General 

'  This  aiEcourse  was  printed,  aiicl  a  copy  is  presacved  by  the  E.  I.  His- 
torical Society.  The  words  pronounced  by  Downer  in  the  act  of  dedication 
are  given  by  Judge  Staples.— Annals  of  Providence,  222;  Providence  Ga- 
zette, July  80,  1708. 
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Court,     upon  liis  refusal  to  do  so,  a  convention  of  dele-  chap. 
gates  from  tlie  whole  province  was  called,  to  meet  at    ■^^■ 
Boston  in  ten  days.     One  hundred  and  four  towns  and    IVSS. 
disti'icts,  neai'ly  eveiy  settlement  in  Massachusetts,  were    "^^- 
represented  in  this  first  popular  convention.     Bernard 
again  refused  to  summon  a  general  coiirt,  and  denounced 
the  convention  as  treasonahle.     The  attempt  to  quarter 
the  troops  upon  the  town,  under  the  new  billeting  act, 
while  the  government  barracks  were  jet  unfilled,  was 
clearly  iEegal.     The  law  was  on  the  side  of  the  people,  in 
resisting  the  demands  of  Gage  and  Bernard.     The  conven- 
tion sat  six  days  and  adopted  an  address  to  the  King,  and 
a  letter  to  their  agent,  vindicating  the  province  from  the 
charge  of  rebellion,  but  protesting  against  Parliamentary 
taxation  and  standing   armies.     Scai'cely  had  they  ad-     27. 
jomned,  when  eight  ships  of  war  and  several  transports, 
with  about  a  thousand  troops,  arrived  at  Boston.     The     38. 
ships  being  arranged  so  as  to  command  tlie  town,  the     Oct. 
troops  were  landed.    Part  of  them  encamped  on  the      1- 
Common,  and  others,  after  some   delay,  were  allowed  a 
temporary  shelter  in  Panueil  Hall  and  tlie  Town  Hoiise ; 
but  the  people  positively  refused  to  provide  for  their  sup- 
port, beyond  the  express  letter  of  the  act  of  Parliament, 
which  required  the  action  of  the  legislature,  a  body  that 
no  longer  existed  in  Massachusetts.     Gen.  Gage  came  in 
person  from  New  York  to  settle  the  difficulty,  but  with-     jg 
oiit  success.    He  was  compelled  to  hire  houses  in  which 
to  quarter  his  men,  and  to  furnish  them  from  the  military 
fund.     At  the  same  time  finisher  changes  occurred  in  the 
cabinet.     The  Earl  of  Shelbume,  who  had  succeeded  Gen. 
Conway  as  one  of  the  colonial  secretaries,  was  removed  to 
give  place  to  Eochford,  a  pliant  tool  of  the  Duke  of  Graf- 
ton,  whose   ascendency  was  now   complete.     Chatham 
resigned  the  seals.     Tlie  glory  of  England  was  soon  to  be 
shorn  of  its  lustre. 

In  Bhode  Island  the  Assembly  established  the  salary      ae, 
of  the  deputy-governor  at  fifteen  pounds,  being  one-half 
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CHAP,  that  of  the  governor.     They  also  incoi'porated  the  Whipple 
',  Hall  Society  of  Providence.     This  was  an  educational 


1768,  movement  made  by  the  proprietors  of  "  "Whipple  Hall," 
a  bwilding  erected  in  the  north  part  of  Providence  for  a 
private  school,  which  afterwards  became  the  first  district 

U^ov.    school,  and  continued  for  sixty  yeai-s. 
8.  At  the  opening  of  the  new  Parhament,  the  factious 

spirit  of  the  colonies  formed  the  bui'den  of  the  royal  ad- 
10.  dress.  Additional  forces,  sent  to  crush  this  spirit,  reached 
Boston,  and  soon  about  four  thousand  troops,  with  a  for- 
midable fleet,  were  present  to  overawe  the  town.  But 
no  reheUion  existed,  no  overt  act  of  treason  had  been 
committed,  non-importation  agreements  were  not  unlaw- 
ful, and  the  denial  of  a  right  to  tax  was  not  a  forcible 
resistance  to  authority.  There  was  nothing  for  the  mili- 
tary arms  to  effect,  unless  it  was  to  provoke  rebellion. 
Gage,  haying  vainly  tried  to  induce  the  people  to  provide 
24.  for  the  troops,  quartered  them  at  the  expense  of  the 
crown,  and  returned  to  'New  York.  That  the  detei-mina- 
tion  of  King  and  Parhament  to  yield  none  of  their  preten- 
sions, but  to  use  their  power  upon  the  people  of  Boston 
in  order  to  test  tlie  question  of  supremacy,  was  uTevoca- 
ble,  became  manifest  in  the  addresses  of  both  Houses,  in 
!5,  reply  to  the  King's  speech.  It  was  fni-ther  displayed  in 
Hillsborough's  letter  to  Khode  Island,  enclosing  cojjies 
of  these  addresses,  and  disapprovmg  the  petitions  and 
letters  sent  by  the  Assembly  in  September.     Finally  the 

Dec.  Pai'hament  ordered  that  the  offenders  in  Massachusetts 
should  be  sent  to  England  to  be  tried,  under  a  statute  of 

1769.  35  Henry  THE.,  for  treason  committed  abroad.     In  vain 
Jflf.     did.  Edmund  Burke,   Ool,  Barre,  and  the  old  governor 

Pownall,  who  had  grown  Hberal  witli  age,  oppose  in  the 
Commons  this  rash  decision,  lord  North,  although  his 
own  judgment  and  feelings  were  on  the  side  of  America, 
was  the  too  faithful  mouthpiece,  as  well  as  minister,  of 
26.  the  King.  At  his  request  the  resolutions  were  introduced 
in  the  Commons,  and  eaa-ried  by  a  large  majority.     But 
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the  scheme  was  impracticable  aswell  as  mijust,  and  could  chap. 
never  be  carried  out.  J^^^ 

In  reply,  to  the  letters  respecting  the  war  money  due    1709. 
to  E-hode  Island,  Hillehorough  wrote  that  they  had  been    ^^' 
laid  before  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  together  with  a 
communication  from  Dr.  Moffat  stating  that,  although  he 
had  presented  a  sworn  estimate  of  his  losses  to  the  Assem- 
bly, indemnity  was  still  denied  him. 

At  the  winter  session  the  General  Assembly  oecnpied  27. 
themselves  entirely  with  domestic  affairs.  Laws  were 
passed  making  the  real  estate  of  a  deceased  person  liable 
for  his  debts,  exempting  school  and  church  lands  from 
taxation,  incorporating  Trinity  Chm'ch  in  ^Newport,  the 
earliest  instance  of  the  incorporation  of  a  chiu-eh  in  this 
colony,  and  allowing  the  furnace  company  in  Scitnate  to 
keep  up  their  dam  in  the  spi-ing,  notwithstanding  the  re- 
quirement of  the  old  law  for  protecting  fisheries.^  Tlie 
general  estimate  of  ratable  estates  having  been  completed, 
was  adopted  by  statnte  ae  the  basis  for  fntnre  taxation. 
The  entire  valuation  of  the  colony  amotmted  to  £2,111,- 
295  10s.  Id.,  or,  $7,037,653,  at  the  current  value  of  lawful 
money,  six  shillings  to  a  dollar.'  A  tax  of  six  thousand 
pounds,  laivful  money,  and  of  all  tlie  outstanding  old 
tenor  bills,  amounting  to  £93,687  15^.  2d.,  was  assessed. 
Six  shillings,  lawful  money,  was  now  worth  eight  pounds, 
old  tenor.  At  the  general  election,  Joseph  "Wanton,  the  April, 
fatlier  of  the  late  deputy-go  pernor.  Col.  "Wanton,  was  '■^■ 
chosen  governor,  and  Darius  Serious,  deputy-governor, 
and  continued  to  hold  their  offices  by  annual  election,  the 
former  for  seven  years,  and  the  latter  for  six  years,  until 
near  the  period  of  independence.  The  Assembly  appoint-  m^j-  s. 
ed  a  committee  of  inquiry,  to  report  at  the  next  session, 

'  The  same  privilege  was  granted,  February,  1770,  to  the  oM  Furnace 
compauy  on  tlie  soutli  branch  of  the  Pawtuset  lUver. 

'  In  this  report  the  towns  are  arranged  by  counties.  The  Tcluatioii  of 
Newport  County  ia  ;E706,274  lis.  id. ;  of  Providence,  £630,908  10a.  id. ; 
ofKings,  £540,748  i4a.;  of  Bcistol,  £89,914  7s.  li?. ;  andof  Kent,  £2S4,*48 
4s.  IQd. 
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CHAP,  upon  what  proceedinga  had  been  bad  in  reference  to  the 
Buffei'ers  by  the  stamp  act  riot,  and  also  to  answer  Lord 

1769,  Hillsborough'a  letter  concerning  the  statement  of  Dr. 
Moffat. 

The  hostility  of  the  people  to  the  revenue  officers,  was 
increased  by  the  injustice  of  government,  respecting  tliis 
affair,  and  manifested  itself  in  unlawful  acts.     A  gross 

May  outrage  was  committed  at  Providence  upon  the  person  of 
Jesse  Saville,  a  tide  waiter  of  the  custom-house.  While 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  he  was  violently  assaulted 

Jnne    and  then  tarred  and  feathered.     A  reward  of  fifty  pounds 
sterling  for  the  perpetrators  of  this  act  was  vainly  offered 
by  tbe  commissioners  of  customs. 
8.  The  interesting  phenomenon  of  the  transit  of  Yenus, 

was  obsei-ved  with  great  accuracy  in  Providence.  Joseph 
Brown,  distinguished  no  less  for  his  scientific  acquirements 
tlian  for  bis  commercial  enterprise,  prociu-ed  a  complete 
set  of  the  necessary  instruments,  a  reflecting  telescope, 
micrometer,  and  sextant,  to  be  made  in  London.  An 
observatory  was  erected  on  tbe  bdl,  where  the  street  since 
called,  in  commemoi'ation  of  the  event,  Transit  street,  is 
laid  out,  and  every  pains  was  taken  to  secure  a  perfect 
obsei'vation  that  should  determine  the  latitude  of  tbe 
place.  Mr.  Brown  was  assisted  by  Gov.  Hopldns,  Dr. 
Benjamin  West,  and  other  gentlemen  interested  in  scien- 
tific subjects.'  The  result  of  tbe  calculations,  established 
the  latitude  of  Providence  to  be  41°  50'41"  north.  The 
longitude,  determined  by  the  immersions  of  Jupiter's 
satellites,  compared  with  similar  observations  at  Cam- 
bridge, was  found  to  be  71°  16'  west  from  Greenwich." 

'  These  were  Moaea  Brown,  Dr.  Jabez  Bowen,  Joseph  Nash,  and  Capt. 
Joha  Butrough.  Dr.  West  wrote  a  pamphlet  upon  this  matter,  entitled 
"An  Account  of  the  ObserTation  of  Venus  upon  the  Sun,"  22  pp..  Provi- 
dence, ITGS.    It  was  dedicated  to  Gov.  Hopkins,  and  is  now  very  scarce. 

'  These  resulls,  when  we  consider  the  defective  character  of  the  inatru- 
menla  emplojed,  as  thej  wouid  be  conadered  at  this  daj,  approsimate  very 
closelj  to  those  obtained  by  the  U,  S.  Coast  Survey,  by  which  the  position 
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In  Newport  the  Bame  observations  were  conducted  by  CHAP- 
Kev.  Dr.  Stiles,  the  instruments  being  fumislied  by  the  .^^^ . 
liberaKty  of  Abraham  Eedwood.  1T69, 

In  Virginia,  the  House  of  Burgesses  unanimously  ^^ 
passed  a  series  of  resolutions ;  that  in  them  was  vested 
the  sole  right  of  taxation  for  the  colony ;  that  the  right  of 
petition,  and  of  obtaining  the  concurrence  of  other  colo- 
nies therein,  was  indisputable ;  that  the  right  of  ti'ial  by 
Jury  within  the  colony  was  sacred,  and  the  conveying 
of  persons  to  England  to  be  tried  was  a  violation  of  jus- 
tice ;  and  that  an  address,  setting  forth  these  sentiments, 
should  be  ti'ansmitted  to  the  King.  The  speaher  w^  or- 
dered to  send  copies  to  every  colonial  assembly,  recLuest- 
ing  their  concuiTence.  Lord  Boutetort,  the  governor, 
upon  hearing  of  these  resolves,  immediately  dissolved  the 
legislature.  The  Ehode  Island  Assembly  cordially  ap-  Jnno 
proved  the  action  of  Virginia,  and  replied  to  the  letter  ■^^■ 
of  Peyton  Randolph,  spealier  of  the  House.  In  fact,  these 
resolutions  went  hardly  as  far,  and  certainly  no  further, 
than  tliose  already  adopted  four  years  before  in  Ehode 
Island,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Providence  town  meeting, 
the  substance  of  -which  had  previously  been  mtroduced 
by  Patrick  Heniy,  and  a  portion  of  them  rejected  by  the 
Virginia  legislature.'  But  what  had  then  elicited  awann 
debate,  and  was  passed  lij  a  close  vote  in  Virginia,  was 
now  a  unanimous  act  of  that  patriotic  body.  The  pro- 
gress of  free  principles  is  apparent  in  the  contrast  which 
four  yeai-s  presents  in  the  conduct  of  the  leading  southern 
colony.  The  Assembly  enacted  that  special  courts  of 
Common  Pleas  might  be  held  for  the  prosecution  of  cus- 
tom-house officers  charged  with  violations  of  tlie  fee  list 
established  by  the  colony,  or  with  neglect  of  duty ;  the 
decisions  of  such  courts  to  he  iinal. 

Jleanwhile  great  excitement  existed  in  England,  soon      ^" ' 

.3  aacectnined  to  be 
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CHAP,  to  be  ecLually  aroused  in  America,  at  the  arbitrary  eon- 
^^  duct  of  ParHament  in  repeatedly  declaring  vacant  tlie 
1769.  eeat  of  Jolm  Wilkes,  membei'  for  Middlesex.  Tliis  pop- 
P'''  ular  demagogue,  whose  vices  and  whose  subsequent 
treacheiy  proTed  him  to  be  nnwoi'thy  of  the  position  to 
which  talent  and  circumstances  conspired  to  raise  him, 
came,  by  the  imprudence  of  his  enemies,  to  embody 
the  principle  of  free  representation.  For  years  the  hos- 
tility of  the  Eing  had  been  displayed  towards  "Wilkes. 
A  scandalous  poem  and  a  seditious  pamphlet  had  pre- 
sented the  iirst  opportunity,  six  yeai's  before,  for  a  civil 
prosecution  as  a  means  of  removing  his  obnoxious  pres- 
ence from  theHouse  of  Commons,'  But  he  had  beenfour 
times  returned  by  an  enthusiastic  constituency,  who  re- 
garded him  as  a  mai-tyi'  to  tyranny.  The  last  time,  Col. 
LnttreU,  his  opponent,  was  declared  elected,  although 
having  but  one-quarter  of  the  votes,  Wilkes  being  held  as 
incompetent  for  a  seat.  This  was  a  great  stretch  of  pre- 
rogative and  a  dangerous  infringement  upon  the  British 
constitution.  London  was  filled  with  tumult.  "  WiUres 
and  Liberty  "  became  the  rallying  cry,  and  for  once  the 
Americans  found  sympathy  among  the  people  of  England 
when  their  own  cherished  rights  were  assailed  by  an  ob- 
stinate King,  and  an  obseqnioas  Parliament.  The  old 
party  names  of  Whig  and  Tory,  were  now  revived  in 
England   to   designate  the  foes  of  prerogative,  and  the 

'  The  poem  was  an  Essay  on  TVoman,  s.  paraphrase  of  Pope's  Essay  on 
Man,  and  represented  by  Eer.  Mr.  Kidgell,  who  wrote  an  account  of  it,  us 
the  most  blasphemous  and  obscene  work  orer  printed.  The  name  of  liie 
Bishop  of  GloucCiSter  woa  appended  to  the  notes,  for  which  the  author  was 
arrested,  upon  complaint  of  the  House  of  Lords,  for  breach  of  privilege. 
A  very  few  copies  of  it  were  privately  piintedat  Wilkes'  own  house,  but  three 
of  which  appear  to  have  got  into  circulation,  ss  was  prosed  upon  the  trial; 
BO  that  it  could  not  he  said  to  have  been  published,  but  Wilkes'  opponents 
made  great  use  of  it  agiunst  him.  The  pamphlet  waa  No.  45  of  the  North 
Briton,  a  series  of  political  articles  written  by  Wilkes,  of  which  this  number 
was  pronounced  to  be  "  a  seditious  libel "  upon  the  authority  of  Parliament. 
It  was  ordered  to  be  burnt  by  the  common  hangman,  and  its  author  im- 
prisoned.    These  events  oconrced  in  Wovemher,  1763. 
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"  friends  of  the  King,"  and  ■were  applied  in  America  to  chap. 
the  opponents  of  Parliamentaiy  uani'pation,  and  to  the  '  * 
partisans  of  tlie  govei-nment.  1789. 

The  distni-hances  in  London,  conibuied  with  the  deter- 
mined resistance  of  the  colonies,  brought  the  miaistiy  to 
a  pause  in  their  mad  carea'.  A  meetuig  of  several  colo- 
nial agents  with  Lord  Hillshorough,  commnnicated  to  July 
Rhode  Island  by  Sherwood,  obtained  from  liim  the  assar- 
anee  tliat  all  idea  of  raising  a  revenue  in  America  had 
heea  abandoned,  and  that  the  late  revenue  act,  except  the 
tax  on  tea,  would  shortly  be  repealed.  The  motion  to 
repeal  Townshend's  act  had  already  been  made  by  Pow- 
nall,  and  referred  to  the  next  session  of  Parliament. 
Before  Hillsborough's  circular,  announcing  this  intention, 
reached  America,  more  serious  demonstrations  occmred 
in  Rhode  Island.  The  British  armed  sloop  Liberty,  Capt. 
Wilham  Reid,  cmising  in  Long  Island  Sound  and  Nan-a- 
ganset  Bay,  in  seai'ch  of  contraband  traders,  had  needless- 
ly annoyed  all  the  coasting  craft  that  came  in  her  way. 
Two  Connecticut  vessels,  a  brig  and  a  sloop,  were  brought  17. 
into  Newport  on  suspicion  of  smnggHng.  An  alterca- 
tion ensued  between  the  captain  of  the  brig  and  some  of 
the  Liberty's  crew,  in  which  the  former  was  maltreated, 
and  his  boat  fired  upon  from  the  vessel.  The  same  even- 
ing the  people  obliged  Eeid,  while  on  the  whaif,  to  order  ^^• 
all  his  men,  except  the  first  officer,  to  come  on  shore  to 
answer  for  their  conduct.  A  party  then  boai-ded  the 
Liberty,  sent  the  officer  on  shore,  cut  the  cable,  and 
grounded  the  sloop  at  tlie  Point.  There  tliey  cut  away 
the  mast  and  scuttled  the  vessel,  and  then  canied  her 
boats  to  the  upper  end  of  the  town,  and  bnnit  them. 
This  was  the  first  overt  act  of  violence  offered  to  the 
British  authorities  in  America.  Meanwhile  the  two 
prizes  got  under  way  and  escaped.  Gov.  Wanton,  at  the 
request  of  tlie  collector  and  Comptroller,  issued  a  procla- 
mation for  the  arrest  of  the  ofi'enders,  and  the  Revenue 
Board  at  Boston  offered  a  reward  of  one  hundred  pounds 
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CHAP,  sterling  to  any  one  who  would  inform  against  them,  bnt 

^!^  without  effect. 

1T69.  JTew  York  had  been  the  first  to  adopt  non-importation 

^^  agreements,  and  was  zealous  to  maintain  them,  writing  to 
the  other  colonies  to  renew  them,  in  coneeciuence  of  which 

25.  a  meeting  was  called  at  the  liberty  tree  in  Providence, 
but  the  proceedings  arenot  preserved.  The  contemplated 
repeal  of  Townshend's  aet  did  not  produce  the  intended 
effect.  It  was  not  the  tax,  but  the  principle  of  the  bill, 
that  gave  offence,  and  that  principle  was  distinctly  recog- 
nized in  the  proposed  repeal.  "There  must  always  he 
one  tax  to  keep  up  the  right,"  said  the  King  to  Lord 
Iforth,'  and  the  tJireepence  duty  upon  tea  was  therefoi-e 

27.  excepted  from  the  general  repeal.  At  Boston  the  mer- 
chants voted  that  a  partial  repeal  was  ineuiScient,  and 
renewed  their  agreement  not  to  import  Eritish  goods,  ex- 
cept a  few  specified  articles.  At  this  juncture.  Gov.  Ber- 
nard, who  had  recently  been  made  a  baronet,  was  recall- 

31-  ed,  and  laentenant-gorernor  Hutchinson  was  again  left 
at  the  head  of  the  provincial  government.  In  Il'ewport 
the  merchants,  exasperated  at  the  heavy  charges  made  by 
the  custom-house  officers,  bound  themselves  to  pay  no 
more  than  the  regulai-  fees  prescribed  by  a  law  of  the 
colony,  to  prevent  strangers  from  being  imposed  upon  in 
like  manner,  and  "to  aid  each  other  in  prosecuting  the 
officers  for  any  such  violations  of  the  legal  fee  list. 
-Aug.  The  payment  of  the  war  money  of  1756,  was  still  with- 

held.    Hillsborough  wrote  in  reply  to  the  June  letter, 
that  notliing  cmild  be  done  about  it  till  the  opinion  of  the 
Lords  of  the  Treasury  upon  the  papers  submitted  to  them 
was  known. 
Sept.  I^o^i'  years  had  elapsed  since  the  College  at  Warren 

7-  was  organized,  and  the  graduating  exercises  of  com- 
mencement day  now  opened  a  new  era,  and  established 
the  earliest  State  holiday  in  the  history  of  Rhode  Island. 

■  Bancroft's  U.  B.,  vol.  vL,  p.  all. 
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It  was  a  great  occasion  for  the  people  of  the  colony,  and  CHAP, 
aa  each  reeuning  anniversary  of  this  time-honored  inetitu- 
tion   of  learning   calls  together  from  distant  places  the    1T69. 
widely-scattered  alumni  of  Brown  University,  we  do  hnt    ^^P*^' 
renew,  on  a  more  extended  scale,  tlie  congratulations  that 
crowned  this  earliest  festival  of  Ehode  Island  College. 
The  first  gi'adnating  class  consisted  of  seven  members, 
some  of  whom  were  destined  to  fill  conspicuous  places  in 
the  approachin'g  stmggle  for  independence.'     It  was  no- 
ticed as  a  significant  fact  that  all  who  participated  in  the 
events  of  the  day,  from  the  President  to  the  candidates, 
were  clothed  in  American  manufactures. 

The  dispute  respecting  the  northern  houndary,  settled 
fifty  years  before,  and  subsec[uently  revived  on  the  com- 
plaint of  Massachusetts,"  was  again  brought  up,  after 
eighteen  years  silence,  upon  petition  of  Moses  Brown,  n, 
and  a  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  subject.' 
Augustus  Johnston  renewed  his  claim  for  indemnity  for 
losses  by  the  stamp  act  riot,  and  a  committee  was  direct- 
ed to  inqiure  into  the  facts. 

Upon  a  suggestion  fi'om  !New  York,  the  Providence  Oct. 
merchants  extended  the  non-importation  agreements  in-  ^''■ 
definitely,  until  every  portion  of  the  revenue  act  shotdd 


•8  of  tliia  class  were  Chnrles  Thompson,  Valedlckiriali,  and 
afterwards  a  ohapMu  in  the  revolutionary  army ;  Eiehard  Stites,  salutato- 
lian ;  Joseph  Belton,  Josepli  Eaton,  William  Williams,  Wiiliom  Rogers, 
afterwards  a  obaplain  in  tlie  revolutionary  army,  and  James  Mitchell  Var- 
num,  afterwards  a  Brigadier-General  in  the  Kevolution,  an  eloquent  mem- 
ber of  Congress  from  Rhode  Island,  and  finally  Judge  of  the  North-western 
Territory. 

'  Ante,  chap,  svii.,  p.  ISO. 

'  They  reported  in  October,  referring  to  the  attempt  to  run  the  line  in  I'TEO, 
and  to  tbe  joint  interest  of  Connecticut  in  having  it  properly  establishecl, 
and  recommended  that  that  colony  be  invited  to  consult  with  the  Rhode 
Island  committee  upon  the  measures  to  be  taken  for  a  proper  adjustment 
of  the  line.  The  extent  of  land  claimed,  as  appears  by  Mr.  Brown's  memo-, 
rial,  February,  I'I'JO,  was  4  miles  66  cods  in  width  along  tbe  whole  nortliem 
line  of  22  miles  in  length.  On  23d  March,  1770,  Mr.  Brown  wrote  to  Gov 
Trumbull,  giving  a  history  of  the  matter  to  that  time,  and  asking  tlie  co- 
operation of  Conneciicut.    Trumbull  Papers,  vol.  iii.,  p.  40. 
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CKAF.  be  repealed.     Boston  adopted  tlie  same  com-se.     Tliere 

^^^  was  a  division  of  sentiment  in  the  country  upon  this  q^ues- 

1709.    tion,  some  being  disposed  to  accept  the  pai-tial  repeal  as 

a,  conciliation  from  the  ministry,  and  consequently  to  un- 

port  to  a  certain  extent,  ■wliile  otliers  insisted  upon  no 

relaxation  of  the  measures  already  adopted.     In  many 

places  individuals  delayed  to  sign  tlie  new  agi-eement,  and 

10-34.  repeated  meetings  wei'e  called.     In  Providence  four  were 

held  witliin  two  weeks,  before  the  arrangement  was  pei'- 

fected  by  the  adhesion  of  all  the  merchants  in  tlie  import 

trade. 

A  murrain  had  again  broken  out  among  cattle  on  the 
island,  and  at  the  same  time  many  caaes  of  hydrophobia 
appeai-ed  among  dogs.  To  prevent  the  spread  of  these 
26,  disorders,  it  was  forbidden  to  export  cattle  from  the  island 
to  any  otlier  town,  and  the  town  councils  were  empower- 
ed to  take  such  action  as  tliey  deemed  best  on  the  sub- 
ject. A  dog  law  was  also  passed,  authorizing  every  free- 
man to  kill  dogs  found  running  at  large  anywhere  in  the 
colony.  These  acts  were  to  be  in  force  for  fom'  months. 
Tlie  Virginia  resolutions  of  May,  which  had  been  received 
and  approved  in  June,  wei'e  now  fonnally  adopted  by  a 
vote  of  tlie  House,  and  an  address  to  the  King,  as  therein 
recommended,  was  prepared, 
IToT.  The  town  of  Newport  was  now  at  the  height  of  its 

prosperity.  The  population  numbered  more  than  eleven 
thousand.  Lidustrial  enterprises  were  numerous  and 
varied,  embracing  extensive  manufactories  of  oil,  candles, 
sugar,  rum,  and  hemp.  If  early  two  hundred  vessels  were 
employed  in  foreign  commerce,  among  which  thei'e  was 
a  regular  line  of  London  packets,  and  between  three  and 
four  hundred  coasting  craft  conducted  the  domestic  trade.' 
As  yet  no  permanent  College  buildings  had  been  erected 
at  Warren,  and  the  ultimate  location  of  the  institution 

'  The  town  contained  IT  manufaetories  of  eperm  oil  and  candles,  5  rope 
■walks,  3  sugar  refineries,  1  brewery,  and  23  rum  distilleries.    Bull's  Meraoirs 
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depended  upon  the  relative  subscriptions  tliat  might  be  chap. 
made  for  it  in  different  towns.    The  corporation,  at  a  meet-  .^.^ 
ing  held  in  Newport,  allowed  six  weeks  for  the  inhab-    1769, 
itants  to  raise  their  subscription  and  present  their  claim    ^^^' 
to  have  it  established  in  that  county.     The  town  enter- 
ed warmly  into  the  contest,  with  every  prospect  of  suc- 
cess, and  the  IMerciiiy  contained  stimng  appeals  to  the     30 
people  upon  the  advantages  to  result  from  securing  it 
there.' 

A  ship  from  London  having  arrived  at  Providence    Dec. 
with  some  goods  tliat  were  in  violation  of  the  uon-impor- 
tation  agreement,  these  articles  were  surrendered  by  the      9- 
importers  to  a  committee,  to  be  stored  until  the  repeal  of 
Townshend's  act.     The  perplexities  of  the  ministry  led    iTTo. 
tlie  Duke  of  Grafton  to  resign  his  place,  and  Lord  l^orth    '^i'"- 
became  prime  minister.     The  colonies  had  become  tlie 
great  question  in  England,  their  proceedings  were  watched 
with  an  interest  never  before  felt,  and  orders  were  sent  by    Feb. 
Hillsborough  to  reqxiire  not  only  copies  of  the  laws,  but     ^'^■ 
of  the  journals  of  each  legislative  meeting,  to  be  sent  to 
him. 

A  petition  was  presented  to  the  Assembly,  again  to  28. 
divide  the  town  of  Providence,  and  to  erect  the  west  side 
into  a  separate  town  to  he  called  Westminster ;  but  it  was 
not  granted."  The  statute  regulating  the  distribution  of 
real  property  among  the  heirs  of  persons  dying  intestate, 
was  pa^ed  at  this  session.  Such  ^tate,  held  in  fee  sim- 
ple, was  to  be  divided,  a  double  portion  to  the  eldest  eon, 
the  remainder  in  ec[ual  shares  among  the  other  cliildren ; 
or  if  no  son,  then  equally  to  aU  the  children ;  and  if  no 
children,  then  equally  among  the  next  of  kin,  or  their  rep- 
resentatives, the  widow's  dower  being  in  all  cases  reserved. 

'  Neirport  Mercury,  Kot.  20,  and  Providence  Gazette,  Nov.  2S,  IIGB.    . 

'  A  census  return  dated  January  1,  1168,  states  the  number  of  liougea 
on  the  west  aide  of  the  river  in  Providence  at  102,  nnd  the  people  at  911, 
of  whom  189  were  children  from  5  to  14  years  of  ago,  Ht  for  school. 
Foster  Papers,  MiBcel.,  vol.  xi. 
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CHAF.         The  arrogance  of  the  royal  troops,  and  the  i 
,^^  of  the  people  xinder  an  open  and  ai-bitrary  attempt  at 
1V70.    coercion,  led  to  an  attack  upon  the  soldiers,  and  the  firing 
g '■    upon  the  populace,  Imowu  as  the  "  Boston  massacre,"  by 
whicli  five  of  the  rioters  lost  their  lives.     It  was  a  repeti- 
tion, on  a  larger  scale,  of  the  Sparker  aiFair  at  Newport, 
and  with  nearly  the  eaine  result.     At  the  trial  of  the 
prisoners  in  October,  they  were  defended  by  John  Adams 
and  Josiah  Quincy,  two  of  the  popular  leaders,  and  were 
all  acquitted  except  two,  who  were  convicted  of  man- 
slaughter and  slightly  punished.     On  the  same  day  with 
this   bloodshed,  Lord  North   moved  the  long-promised 
repeal  of  Townshend's  act,  except  the  duty  on  tea.     A  few 
April    days  latei-  Pownall  moved  to  include  tea  also,  on  grounds 
of  expediency.     This  was  defeated,  because  it  would  be  a 
surrender  of  the  right  to  tax  the  colonies,  but  the  repeal 
passed. 
18.  On  the  day  of  the  annual  town  meetings  for  c 

proxies  for  general  officers,  Gov.  Ward  again  e 
as  a  candidate,  and  carried  several  towns,  but  "Wanton 
received  a  handsome  majority,  and  the  same  officers  as 
May  2.  last  year  were  declared  elected.     Tlie  struggle  for  tlie 
location  of  the  College  was  decided  in  a  meeting  of  the 
Feb.    corporation,  by  twenty-one  to  fourteen,  in  favor  of  Provi- 
'  ■      denee,  which  had  proved  the  ablest  competitor  'm  tlie  sub- 
Bcription.     Newport  had  raised  four  thousand   poimds, 
and  Providence  two  hundred  and  eighty  more.     WaiTen 
and  Greenwich  had  both  sought  to  obtain  it,  but  were 
surpassed   by  their  more  wealthy  and  populous  rivals. 
j[^     The  site  was  chosen,  and  ground  broken  for  the  fomida- 
27.     tion  as  soon  as  tlie  season  would  permit,  and  in  seven 
jj        weeks  the  corner-stone  was  laid  by  John  Brown,  in  pres- 
14.     ence  of  many  fiiends  of  the  institution.     Dr.  Manning, 
resigning  the  charge  of  tlie  church  at  WaiTen,.  which  he 
held  in  connection  with  the  Presidency,  removed  at  once 
with  the  undergi-aduates,  to  Providence.     The  biulding 
was  occupied  by  the  studente  iu  December. 
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Tlic  effect  of  the  repeal  of  Townsliend's  act  was  soon  CHAP, 
felt   in  a  relaxation  of  the  non-importation   agreement  _,,,_ 
tlrronghout  the  colonies,     T!ie  Boston  and  Ehode  Island    1770. 
merchants  decided  to  renew  the  imports  of  British  and       "^ 
India  goods,  hnt  a  few  days  later  a  town  meeting  in  Prov-     31. 
idence  resolved  that  this  action  was  too  hasty,  and  that 
for  tie  present  the  old  agreements  be  adhered  to,  until  the 
tax  on  tea  shonld  be  repealed. 

A  committee  to  wait  on  the  merchants  with  this  deci-  Juno 
sion,  reported  that  tliey  had  agi'eed  to  countermand  all 
orders  except  for  certain  specified  articles.  Tlie  list  was 
not  eatisfaetory,  and  the  town  voted  that  only  such  goods 
as  were  inelnded  in  the  old  agreement,  and  were  imported 
by  the  other  colonies,  shonld  be  allowed. 

The  General  Assembly  gi'anted  a  petition  to  divide      n. 
the  town  of  Warren,  and  incorporated  that  portion  of  it 
west  of  Warren  Eiver  by  its  foi-nier  name  of  Barrjngton, 
Thus  Barrington  became  for  the  second  time  a  distinct 
township,  and  Warren  was  divested  of  the  larger  portion 
of  its  territory.'     Newport  had  unported  goods  in  viola- 
tion of  the  agi'eement,  and  great  indignation  against  the 
whole  colony  was  thereby  aroused.     Meetings  were  held 
in  the  southern  and  western  colonies  to  break  off  all  trade 
with  Ehode  Island.     But  opinion  was  everywhere  much 
divided  upon  the  question  of  contmuing  the  restrictions 
upon  commerce,  and  soon  nearly  all  the  colonies  came  to 
the  decision  to  import  any  article,  except  tea.     A  few    July, 
still  held  out,  but  within  three  montlie  tlie  agreeujeuts 
were  everywhere  virtually  rescinded,  and  tea  alone  re- 
mained subject  to  prohibition.     Providence  had  been  in- 
cluded in  the  denunciations  against  l^ewport,  and  took    j^^^g^ 
measures  at  a  town  meeting  to  show  that  tliey  were  nn-      38. 
deserved,  for  the  merchants  there  had  quietly  submitted 
to  the  action  of  the  people.     The  proofs  presented  were      g_  ' 

'  Barrington  wns  first  incorporated  bj  Masaachusetta  in  ITlS,  nud  re- 
mained a  separate  town  till  tlie  annexation  to  Ehode  Island  in  1747,  when 
it  was  merged  in  Warren.    Ante,  chap,  xvi.,  p.  162. 
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CHAP,  satisfactory  to  the  Boston  merchants,  who  adopted  a  vote 

■^^'    exculpating  Providence  from  the  accusations  that  had 

17T0.    been  made  against  Ehode  Island. 

^?P^-  The  Assembly  prohibited  the  currency  of  old  tenor 

bUls  after  the  first  of  January,  and  required  that  they 
should  he  exchanged  for  treasury  notes,  having  one  year 
to  run,  at  the  rate  of  six  shillings,  lawful  money,  for  eight 
pounds.  A  tax  of  twelve  thousand  pounds  was  assessed, 
two  thousand  for  current  expenses,  and  the  remainder  to 
redeem  treasury  notes  formerly  given  for  redemption  of 
bills  of  credit.  The  laws  for  restraining  Indian  and 
colored  servants,  and  regulating  tlie  manumission  of 
slaves,  in  Newport,  were  revised.  Tliose  found  abroad 
after  nine  o'clock  at  night  wei'o  to  be  confined  in  a  cage, 
instead  of  the  jail,  till  morning,  and  then  to  he  whipped 
with  ten  stripes  unless  redeemed  for  a  small  sum  by  their 
mastei-s.  In  cases  of  manumission,  the  owner  was  to  give 
proper  security  that  the  subject  should  not  become  a  piih- 
lie  charge,  and  the  free  papei's  were  to  be  recorded. 
Suitable  penalties  were  imposed  for  violations  of  any 
part  of  this  law,  and  a  failure  to  conform  thereto  invali- 
dated an  act  of  manumission.  The  statute  applied  only 
to  ICewport,  where,  however,  the  greater  portion  of  the 
slaves  in  the  colony  were  held.  A  bill  was  also  ordered 
to  he  prepared,  to  prevent  the  further  importation  of 
slaves  into  Khode  Island,  but  no  action  was  had  upon  it 
at  present. 
8.  Orders  were  received  from  England  to  dehver  up  Cas- 

tle William  to  Gen.  Gage,  to  be  further  fortiiied  and  gar- 
risoned by  regular  troops.  This  was  a  direct  violation  of 
the  Massachusetts  charter,  by  which  the  command  of  the 
forfs,  as  well  as  the  militia,  was  vested  in  the  governor, 
and  this  fort  had  been  built  and  maintained  at  tlie  expense 
of  the  colony.  But  Hutchinson  obeyed  the  order,  and 
himself  took  refuge  in  the  fort  for  several  days,  through 
fear  of  the  indignation  which  this  betrayal  excited. 

Oct.  3,         The  jail  in  Kings  comity  was  broken  open  in  the  night, 
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by  persons  in  disguise,  and  tlie  prisoners,  the  greater  part  CHAP. 
of  them  counterfeiters,  of  whom  one,  named  Casey,  was  ^^^^ 
under  sentence  of  death,  were  released,  and  made  their    17T0, 
escape  upon  horses  provided  for  them  by  the  liberators. 
The  Assembly  offered  a  reward  of  fifty  pounds  for  the     39, 
perpetrators  of  this  outrage,  and  the  same  for  the  recovery 
of  Casey.     Oliver  Arnold,  attorney-general  of  the  colony,      8, 
died  at  this  time.     He  Had  held  tlie  office  for  five  years, 
having  sncceeded  Johnston,  who  resigned  after  tlie  stamp 
act  riot.     His  great  reputation  as  a  lawyer  and  scholar 
caused  his  death,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-four  years,  to 
be  deeply  lamented.    A  violent  storm  again  blew  down  a 
partof  the  spire  of  Trinity  church  at  M^ewport,  and  caused     ^^■ 
an  immense  loss  of  life  and  property  along  the  coast. 
I^cwport   suffered  very   severely  in  this  gale.     A  few 
weelts  latei',  two  large  fires  also  occnri'ed  tl^ere,  the  first    j. 
destroying  several  dwellings,  and  injuring  the  custom-     28. 
house,  and  the  second  sweeping  a  large  number  of  stores    "^p^- 
■with  much  valuable  property  from  one  of  the  wharves.  ig,' 

A  year  of  nmisual  qnietness  commenced.  iN'othing 
of  much  importance  happened.  There  was  a  lull  in  the 
political  storm,  both  in  America  and  England,  and  hopes 
of  a  peaceable  adjustment  of  pending  disputes  began  to 
revive.  Even  Franklin  wrote  that  if  no  new  disturbances 
occurred  to  aggravate  the  govermnent,  every  thing  might 
be  settled  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  Hutchinson  received  ^'""■ 
his  commission  as  governor  of  Massachusetts,  and  between 
him  and  the  General  Court,  the  usual  disagreements  con- 
tinued, but  without  serious  result.  The  revenue  system, 
that  constant  source  of  vexation,  destined  ultimately  to 
precipitate  the  war  of  revolution,  was  everywhere  disre- 
garded. Smuggling  was  almost  openly  caiTied  on,  and 
occasional  altercationB  occurred  in  consequence.  Hills- 
borough, in  a  letter  to  Rhode  Island,  repeats  the  com-  July 
plaints  of  the  commissioners  of  customs,  with  regard  to 
these  disputes,  and  refers  to  one  in  which  the  coUeetor  at 
^Newport  had  lately  been  maltreated,  but  no  otlier  record  April. 
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CHW".  of  Buch  an  affair,  as  happening  during  this  year,  appears, 
.^^  Botta  Bpeairs  of  a  tumult  at  Providence,  in  wliich  the 
1771.    King's  ship  "Wasp  -was  burnt,  but  this  must  be  an  error, 
as  no  trace  of  sucli  an  event  can  be  found,  and  no  vessel 
of  that  name  was  at  Khode  Island.' 
17.  Tiiere  was  no  opposition  to  the  existing  offlcei-s  at  the 

^Tayl-  spring  election.  The  Assembly  appointed  Henry  Mar- 
chant,  the  new  attorney-general,  who  was  about  to  visit 
England,  to  be  joint  agent  with  Sherwood  in  behalf  of 
the  colony,  especially  for  the  recovery  of  the  old  war 
debt.  A  petition  to  set  off  the  village  of  Pawtnxet  from 
"Warwick  and  Cranston,  and  erect  it  into  a  distinct  town, 
was  referred  with  anoi'der  of  notice.  This  project  was 
Beveral  times  attempted,  but  never  with  success.  Gen. 
Gage  had  written  to  Gov.  "Wanton,  requesting  that  quar- 
ters should  be  provided  fpr  the  sixty-fourth  regiment. 
The  consideration  of  the  letter  was  postponed,  and  thi 
governor  was  desii'ed,  in  ease  the  troops  should  arrive, 
and  supplies  be  asked  for  before  the  next  session,  to  con- 
vene the  Assembly,  A  recruiting  party  of  the  twenty- 
ninth  regiment  was  already  at  Fort  George,  and  the  ac- 
counts for  their  maintenance  presented  by  the  captain  of 
J™6  the  fort  and  others,  were  allowed,  as  under  the  old  billet- 
ing act.  A  chartei'  of  (incorporation  was  granted  to  the 
Second  Congregational  .church  at  l!5"ewpoi-t,  under  the 
charge  of  Dr.  Stiles.  This  was  the  third  church  incorpo- 
rated by  the  Assembly."  Appeals  to  England  from  the 
decision  of  the  Superior  Court  were  restricted  to  suits  in- 
volving more  than  tliree  hundred  pounds  ciTrrcncy. 

'  Botta'3  History  of  tlie  War  of  Independence,  edit.  1828,  vol,  i.,  p. 
107.  Tliia  ia  no  doubt  a  miatalto  both  ia  name  and  date,  for  the  deslruotion 
of  the  Gaspae,  which  took  place  tlie  nest  year,  and  of  which  Botta  makes  no 
mention.  .  The  ships  of  war  stationed  at,  or  that  put  into  Narraganset  Bay 
that  year,  were  the  frigate  Arethusa,  86  guns ;  ships  Lizard,  28,  Rose,  20, 
Mercury,  24,  Swan,  20,  Hind,  SO,  Kingfisher,  li,  Viper,  13;  sohoocevs, 
Gaspee,  8,  and  Yespec,  14.    Bull's  Memoins. 

'  The  first  was  Trinity  at  Newport,  February,  1769 ;  the  second,  the 
Benevolent  Congregational  at  PtoTidence,  October,  1770. 
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Marcbaiit  was  directed  to  carry  with  bim  a  statement  CHAP, 
of  the  northern  hoiuidary  claim,  in  order  to  obtain  a  ,^_,^ 
decree,  if  possible,  to  have  the  line  established  in  accord-  1771. 
ance  with  the  charters  of  ilassaehusetta  and  Rhode  Island. 
A  new  and  more  complete  insolvent  law  was  enacted,  ^^' 
whereby  debtors  were  enabled  to  obtain  a  discharge,  with 
the  assent  of  a  majority,  in  number  and  amount,  of  the 
creditors,  by  surrendering  all  their  property,  real  and 
personal,  to  the  creditors,  upon  oath,  unless  a  reasonable 
suspicion  of  fraud  should  exist.  The  majority  of  assenting 
creditors,  or  the  Judges  of  the  Court,  were  to  appoint 
three  assignees  to  carry  out  the  terms  of  the  surrender, 
whose  powers  and  duties  were  fully  prescribed  in  the  act. 
Certain  necessary  articles  of  fumitm'e  were  allowed  to 
b.e  retained  by  the  insolvent,  and  should  the  dividend 
upon  his  estate  amount  to  seventy-five  per  cent,  of  his 
debts,  be  was  permitted  to  reserve  five  per  cent.,  or  if  it 
was  only  fifty  per  cent.,  then  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  for 
his  own  support.  Perjury  on  the  part  of  the  petitioner 
for  the  benefit  of  the  act  was  pmiished  with  imprison- 
ment, the  pillory,  and  the  loss  of  one  ear,'  A  tax  of 
twelve  thousand  pounds,  equal  in  amount,  and  for  the 
same  purposes,  with  that  of  the  last  year,  was  assessed. 
A  lottery  for  building  the  market-house  in  Providence 
was  gi'anted,"  Tliis  mode  of  raising  money  for  all  pur- 
poses, civil  or  religious,  had  become  so  common,  that 
scarcely  a  session  occurred  without  one  or  more  of  these 
grants  being  made. 

Gov.  Hutchinson,  following  an  old  form  in  the  pro- 
vincial charter,  which  gave  to  the  governor  of  Massachu- 
setts the  command  of  the  militia  and  forts  in  Ebode  Island, 
and  being  instructed  in  his  commission  to  conform  there- 
to, enclosed  a  copy  of  that  clause  of  the  charter  to  Gov.  gept. 
Wanton.    The  fiimness  of  Ehode  Island  from  the  outset,      2. 

'  Thia  act  was  repealed  tlio  nest  year,  in  May,  1172. 
'  The  corner-stone  of  tbe  Market-house  was  laid  on  Tueaiiaj,  June  8th 
1113,  by  Hicholas  Brown.    Providence  Gazette,  June  12,  111&. 
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CHAP,  had  rendered  thie  provision  nugatory.    The  experience  of 
■^^^'    Sir  William  Phipps,  eighty  years  "before,  of  Bellemont,  of 
ITTI.    Dudley,  and  of  every  royal  governor  since  their  times, 
might  have  served  as  a  hint  to  Hutchinson  to  spare  him- 
self the  futile  lahor  of  the  notice.     A  singular  proposal, 
Oct.     from  Bristol,  was  made  through  the  press,  by  one  ivho 
styled  himself  "  A  friend  to  Property,"  and  was  disaffect- 
ed to  the  existing  government  of  the  colony,  to  overthrow 
its  constitution.     Arguing  that  in  small  States  an  elective 
legislature  must  always  he  a  soui'ce  of  disorder  and  cor- 
rnption,  he  proposed  that  a  committee  be  appointed,  who 
should   either  divide  the  colony  between  Massachusetts 
and  Connecticut,  or  apply  to  the  King  for  a  royal  gov- 
ernor to  be  placed  over  it.     A  spirited  reply  was  made  a 
2i,     few  days  later,  from  the  same  town,  denouncing  the  pro- 
posed change,  and  demolishing  the  pleas  upon  which  it 
rested. 

Eoads,  bridges,  and  public  buildings,  occupied  the 
Assembly  at  its  antnmn  session.  The  new  court-houses  in 
Providence  and  Greenwich  were  ordered  to  be  finished, 
and  a  new  prison  to  be  buUt  in  Newport.  Provision 
■was  made  for  repairing  bridges,  and  erecting  new  ones  in 
different  parts  of  the  colony.  The  highway  law  was  re- 
vised so  as  to  require  the  surveyors,  upon  penalty  of  a 
fine,  to  perform  their  duty,  and  to  compel  the  inhabitants 
to  work  four  days  annually  upon  the  roads.  The  year 
passed  away,  as  it  had  begim,  veiy  quietly  ;  but  the  lull 
in  the  tempest  was  nearly  over,  and  the  fiercer  blast  was 
soon  to  come. 
1772.  A  memorable  instance  of  the  triiunph  of  law  over 

popular  prejudice,  occurred  early  in  the  year.  One 
David  Hill,  of  Wrentham,  was  detected  by  the  committee 
of  inspection  at  New  York,  in  selHng  goods  included  in 
the  non-importation  agreements.  They  induced  liim  to 
deposit  the  property  with  a  merchant  until  the  revenue 
acts  should  be  repealed.  A  mob  seized  the  goods  and 
3.  them.     Hill  brought  an  action  in  Ehode  Island, 
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where  he  found  property  belonging  to  some  of  tlie  com-  CHAP, 
niittce,  alleging  that  he  had  given  tip  his  goods  upon  ,^^ 
compulsion.  The  case  was  tried  before  the  Superior  Court,  1YT3. 
upon  appeal  from  the  Common  Pleas,  where  a  verdict  had  ■'^^''* 
already  been  rendered  for  Hill,  and  the  ablest  counsel  in 
the  colony  were  employed  on  both  sides.  The  public 
feeling  was  strongly  against  the  plaintiff,  for  his  claim 
was  adverse  to  the  cause  of  liberty.  Tlie  jiidges  were 
subject  to  annual  election.  The  jurors  were  returned 
from  different  towns  in  Providence  county,  and  were 
never  charged  by  the  court.  Yet  the  Superior  Court  con- 
iirmed  the  judgment  of  the  Inferior,  and  gave  the  plain-  ^l- 
tiff  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  pounds  damages  and  costs. 
Tinder  all  the  circumstances  this  verdict,  in  favor  of  a 
stranger,  against  their  own  prejudices,  and  in  a  case 
where  pati-iotism  itself  would  seem  to  dictate  an  opposite 
eoui-se,  ehows  a  reverence  for  law  and  a  regard  for  justice, 
on  the  part  of  both  bench  and  jury,  that  entitle  them  to 
the  highest  honor ;  while  the  BubBe<;Luent  re-election  of  the 
court  by  the  Assembly,  a  few  weeks  later,  enhances  our 
respect  for  that  popular  tribunal.'  This  affair  is  the  more 
honorable  to  the  court  and  the  colony  from  the  fact  that 
while  it  was  in  progress,  the  people  were  harassed  by  the 
condxict  of  his  Majesty's  schooner  Gaspee,  of  eight  guns, 
which,  in  company  with  the  Beaver,  had  been  stationed 
in  Karraganset  Bay,  to  enforce  the  revenue  acta.  Lieu- 
tenant Duddingston,  the  commander,  had  practised  every 
annoyance  upon  vessels  in  the  bay,  detaining  them  often 
without  a  colorable  pretext,  stopping  even  market  boats, 
and  in  some  cases  plundering  the  people  on  shore.  He 
had  violated  the  charter  of  the  colony  in  acting  without 

'  The  court  was  composed  of  Es-Govemor  Stephen  Hopkins,  Chief-Jus- 
fioe;  James  Helme,  2d;  Benoni  HaU,  Sd;  Metealf  Bowler,  ith;  Stephen 
Potter,  5th.  They  were  elected  in  Jane,  1710,  again  in  May,  1771,  and  re- 
elected after  this  moat  unpopular  but  righteous  deoiaion  in  Maj,  1772.  A 
protracted  controversj  upon  points  iuTOlred  in  the  case  was  conducted  in 
the  papers  after  the  trial.  Annals  of  Providence,  323;  Providence  Gazette 
of  March  28th,  April  4th  and  18th,  May  2d  and  0th,  1772, 
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CHAP,  showing  his  corami^ion,  and  had  exceeded  his  authority 

^^^'    by  making  illegal  seizures,  and  sending  captured  prop- 

1773.    erty  to  Boston  for  trial,  contrary  to  an  act  of  Parliament 

that  required  such  trials  to  he  held  in  tlie  colony  where 

Feb.    the    seizure  was    made.      His    arbitrary    conduct    had 

^'^'     already  excited  public  attention,  and  was  cautiously  re- 

29.  ferred  to  in  the  papers  of  the  day.  Complaints  were 
made  by  the  inhabitants  of  Providence  to  deputy-govern- 
or Sessions,  who,  upon  consulting  Chief-justice  Hopldns, 
received  as  his  opinion  "  that  no  commander  of  any  vessel 
has  a  right  to  use  any  authority  in  the  body  of  the  colony, 
without  previously  applying  to  the  governor,  and  show- 
ing his  warrant  for  so  doing,  and  also  being  sworn  to  a 

Mar-    due  exercise  of  his  office."     Sessions  then  communicated 

'     tlie  complaints,  and  the  judge's  opinion,  to  Gov.  Wanton,' 

who  immediately   sent  the  high   sheriff  on  board  the 

33.  schooner,  with  a  letter  to  the  commanding  officer,  requir- 
ing him  to  produce  his  commission  and  instructions.     The 

3g_  next  day  Duddingston  sent,  by  a  junior  officer,  an  arro- 
gant reply,  to  which  Gov.  "Wanton  answered  directly,  re- 
peating his  demand,  and  assuring  Duddingston  of  safety 
in  coming  on  shore.  Duddingston  enclosed  the  corre- 
spondence to  Admiral  Montagu  at  Boston,  -who  took  sides 
April    with  tlie  lieutenant,  and  addressed  an  extremely  insolent 

^  letter  to  Gov.  "Wanton,  defending  the  conduct  of  Dud- 
dingston, ridiculing  tliat  of  the  governor,  and  threatening, 
in  ease  the  rescue  of  any  prize  was  attempted,  "  to  hang 
jfgy  g  as  pirates  "  tlie  parties  coneemed.  Gov.  "Wanton  laid  tliis 
letter  before  the  Assembly,  together  with  his  very  spirited 

8.  reply,  m  which  he  informs  Montagu,  "  that  I  do  not  re- 
ceive instructions  for  the  administration  of  my  govem- 

'  Original  in  Foster  Papers,  vol.  iv.,  printed  in.  "  Documentary  History 
of  the  DestmctiOQ  of  the  Gaspee,"  by  Hon,  Wiliiam  R.  Staples.  56  pp. 
double  column  8vo,  Providence,  1845,  where  all  the  correspondence,  <le. 
positions,  and  jourpals  of  the  commission  of  inquiry  ace  published ;  and  to 
wbich  the  reader  is  referred  as  authority  for  the  statementa  of  the  tert, 
without  making  speciGo  references  to  eich  docmnent  couBulted  by  the 
author  on  tMs  subject. 
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ment  from  tlie  King's  Admiral  stationed  in  America."  CHAP. 
The  Assembly  directed  copies  of  the  correspondence  to  he  ^-*^- 
sent  to  England,  with  a  narratire  of  the  proceedings  re-  1772. 
ferred  to  therein.  ^^3' 

The  other  matters  presented  at  this  session  were  of 
less  importance.  A  sale  of  one-half  the  right  of  a  spring 
of  water  on  the  west  side  of  the  rivei'  at  Providence,  had 
been  made  ty  John  Feild  to  certain  parties,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  conveying  water  in  pipes  to  that  part  of  the  town. 
These  persons  were  incorporated  as  the  Feild's  fountain 
Society,  with  ample  powers  for  their  object.  This  is  the 
earliest  instance  of  a  chai-ter  of  this  kind  being  granted  in 
the  colony.'  A  spirit  of  opposition  to  law  was  manifest- 
ed in  New  Shoreham  by  a  combination  of  the  people  to 
resist  the  service  of  writs  and  executions.  To  remedy  this 
evil,  the  inhabitants  were  cited  to  appear,  at  the  August 
session  in  Newport,  to  show  cause,  if  any  existed,  why 
some  more  effectual  law  should  not  be  made,  applicable 
to  that  town. 

Gov.  "Wanton  wrote  to  Lord  Hillsborough,  complain-  30. 
ing  of  Montagu's  insolence,  and  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Gaspee  and  Bearer.  Duddingston  also  wrote  to  tlie  Ad- 
miral, giving  the  details  of  his  first  interview  with  "Wan-  S3. 
ton,  and  admitting  that  he  had  knowingly  violated  the 
law  by  sending  a  captured  sloop  with  rum  to  Boston,  but 
had  expected  the  commissioners  of  customs  there  would 
Bostain  him,  because  he  knew  the  prize  could  not  be  safely 
retained  at  Newport.  He  also  states  that  the  owner  of 
the  rum  w^  Mr.  Greene  of  Coventiy,  a  member  of  the 
House  ;  if  so  it  was  Nathaniel  Greene,  soon  to  become  a 
great  leader  of  the  revolutionary  armies.'     Meanwhile 

'  The  Rawson's  Fountain  Society  in  Providence  was  incorporateiJ  at  the 
October  eession  tlie  same  joar.  The  Cooke's  Fountain  Society  in  East 
Greenwioli  was  incorporated  in  October,  1173. 

'  In  tliis  DuddingEton  was  niiELilien,  as  he  soon  had  oooaMOn  to  linow. 
The  owners  were  Jacob  Greene  &  Co.,  of  Warwicli.  The  firm  consisted  of 
Jacob,  William,  Elisha,  Christopher,  and  Perrj  Greene,  who  soon  afler- 
■wards,  at  the  July  term  of  the  Common  Pleas,  brought  suit  and  rccoTcred 
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CHAP,  the  vexatious  interference  of  the  armed  vessels  eontinued, 
^^■^-  imtil  an  occasion  offered  for  the  desti'uction  of  the  Gaspee. 
1T73.  The  sloop  Hannah,  Oapt,  Benjamin  lindsey,  from  New 
Tork,  ariived  at  Kewport,  reported  at  the  custom-house, 
and  the  next  day  proceeded  up  the  rivei-.  The  Gaspee, 
as  usual,  gave  chase,  but  ran  aground  on  NamcLuit,  since 
called  Gaspee  Point,  below  Pawtuxet,  and  the  Hannah 
escaped,  arriving  safely  at  Providence  about  sunset.  The 
situation  of  the  enemy  was  soon  proclaimed  by  beat  of 
drum,  calling  upon  those  who  desired  to  go  and  destroy 
the  vessel,  to  meet  that  evening  at  the  house  of  James  Sa- 
bin.'  Eight  long-boats  with  five  oars  each,'  were  pro- 
vided by  Mr.  John  Brown,  and  soon  after  ten  o'clock 
the  party  embai'ked  at  the  wharf  directly  opposite  the 
house,  and  proceeded  with  muffled  oars,  but  undisguised, 
upon  their  daring  enterprise.  Capt.  Abraham  "Whipple, 
afterwards  commodore,  who  tliree  years  later  fired,,  in 
Narraganset  Bay,  the  first  American  broadside  ever  dis- 
charged at  any  portion  of  hie  Majesty's  navy,  commanded 
the  expedition.  It  was  long  past  midnight  when  the 
party  approached  the  vessel,  where  tliey  were  joined  by 
another  boat  from  Bristol.    Twice  the  hail  of  the  sentinel 

judgment  againet  Duddingaton  for  tlio  iUagol  seizure.    Nathaniel  Greene, 
the  future  general,  was  at  that  Urae  a  deputy  from  Coventry. 

>  This  house,  then  unfimehed,  was  occupied  as  an  inn.  It  was  soon 
afterwards  pui^chased  and  completed  bj  Welcome  Arnold,  who  resided  there 
till  his  death  ill  1108.  It  then  became  the  residence  of  his  eldest  son, 
Samuel  G.  Arnold,  fiither  of  the  writer,  and  subsequently  of  his  joungest  son, 
BIchard  J.  Arnold,  the  present  owner,  who  has  altered  and  enlarged  it  ma- 
teriallj  within  a  few  years.  It  is  now  the  winter  readence  of  the  author  of 
this  bistorj".  The  house  is  No.  124,  on  the  east  side  of  South  Main  Street, 
at  the  north-east  corner  of  Planet  Street.  This  brief  slietch  of  the  history 
of  a  homestead  may  find  an  excuse  in  the  rich  revolutionary  associations 
that  surround  it.  The  year  before  his  death,  Colonel  Ephraim  Bowen,  the 
last  Eurrivor  of  the  Gaspee  eirpedition,  wrote  an  account  of  that  ofiair, 
which  was  engrossed  by  his  daughter,  and  now  hang;s  in  the  dining-room  of 
the  old  mansion,  the  identical  room  in  whii;h  the  plot  was  laic],  A  copy  of 
Colonel  Bowcn's  narrative  will  be  found  in  Appendii  L  at  the  cloae  of  this 
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was  disregai'ded,  when  Duddingstoii  himself,  leaping  on  CIIAP. 
the  gunwale,  hailed,  but  received  no  answer,  A  second  ^JJ^ 
time  he  hailed  and  was  answered,  in  terms  energetic  and  1772. 
profane,  by  Whipple,  who,  at  the  eame  time,  orda-ed  his 
men  to  spring  to  their  oars.  Shots  were  then  fired  from 
the  vessel  and  returned  by  the  boats.  While  "Wliipple 
was  replying,  a  musliet  ball,  fired  by  Joseph  Bueklin, 
wounded  the  lieutenant  in  the  gi-oin,  and  as  he  fell  the  at- 
tacking party  boai-ded  the  schooner  at  the  bow,  and  after  a 
brief  struggle,  drove  the  crew  below,  and  became  masters 
of  the  deck.  The  men  smTendered,  were  bound,  and  put 
on  shore.  Duddiogston  was  severely  wounded  in  tlie  arm 
and  body.  He  was  attended  by  Dr.  John  Mawney,  then 
a  student  of  medicine,  who  accompanied  the  expedition 
M  surgeon.  This  was  the  first  British  blood  shed  in  the 
war  of  independence. 

It  was  near  dayhght,  when,  the  lieutenant's  wounds  10. 
being  dressed,  he  was  landed  at  Pawtuxet,  and  the  cap- 
tors, having  set  fire  to  the  ve^el,  returned  to  Providence. 
In  the  ilames  of  tlie  burning  Gaspee  were  consumed  that 
night  the  last  hope  or  wish  of  pai-don.  The  fonns  of  law 
were  to  be  complied  with,  a  few  short  yeai-s  of  increasing 
irritation  and  of  earnest  preparation  were  to  ensue,  but 
tlie  end  was  already  foreseen,  and  for  this  colony  there 
alone  remained  to  prepare,  quietly  but  with  vigor,  for  the 
inevitable  war. 

Midshipman  Dickenson  sent  a  report  of  the  capture     ii_ 
to  the  Admiral,  who  transmitted  a  copy  of  it  to  Gov, 
Wanton,  with  the  request  that  he  would  talte  measures  to 
apprehend  the  ofi'enders.     Deputy-governor  Sessions  also 
advised  that  a  large  reward  should  be  offered  for  their 
detection,  and  stated  that  such  was  the  opinion  of  the     12. 
principal  gentlemen  in  the  town.     The  governor  issned 
his  proclamation  accordingly,  offering  one  hundred  pounds 
sterling  to  any  person  who  would  furnish  evidence  suffi- 
cient for  conviction.     An  active  correspondence  ensued     ^^^ 
between  the  governor,  the  admiral,  and  the  lieutenant,      16. 
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CHAP,  whose  wounds,  thougli  severe,  proved  not  to  be  mortal, 
^~^  and  an  account  of  the  capture  was  Beat  to  Lord  Eills- 
1TY2.    borongli  by  Gov.  Wanton, 

Ji'jy-  But  the  excitement  occasioned  by  this  daiing  act,  did 
not  prevent  the  steady  course  of  justice.  It  is  one  of  the 
most  stinking  facts  connected  with  the  affair,  that  at  the 
30.  July  term  of  the  Oommon  Pleas  in  Kent  county,  an  action 
was  brought  by  Jacob  Greene  and  Company,  against 
Duddingston,  for  the  mm  and  sugars  seized  by  him  in  the 
spring,  on  its  passage  from  Greenwich  to  Ifewport,  and 
sent  to  Boston  for  condemnation.  A  verdict  for  the  plain- 
tiffs was  rendered,  with  two  hundred  ninety-five  pounds 
damages  and  costs.  Duddingston  appealed  to  the  Supe- 
Dec.  j^Qj,  Qom-t,  but  failing  to  appear,  the  case  went  by  default. 
He  afterwai'ds  petitioned  the  Assembly  for  a  new  trial, 
on  the  groimd  of  unavoidable  detention  from  the  meeting 
of  the  court.  The  petition  was  granted  on  condition  that 
he  would  deposit  the  amount  of  the  judgment  with  the 
cleric  of  the  court  to  await  the  result, 

A  mulatto  slave,  named  Aaron  Brig^,  who  was  en- 
gaged in  the  expedition,  and  afterwards  escaped  from  his 
master  and  went  on  board  the  Eeaver,  came  near  exposing 
the  whole  party,  most  of  whom  were  among  the  leading 
men  in  Providence,  with  some  from  Bristol.   Admiral  Mon- 
"^^^    tagu  forwarded  hie  deposition  to  Gov.  Wanton,  requesting 
him  to  arrest  the  persons  therein  named,  for  examination ; 
but  Wanton,  although  eventually  a  loyalist,  instead  of 
10  11    obeying  the  request,  took  depositions  invalidating  the  tes- 
16.     timony  of  Aaron,  and  forwarded  them  to  Montagu,  who, 
22.     although  unconvinced,  as  he  afterwards  informed  Wan- 
ton, was  obliged  to  rest  satisfied,  and  detained  the  slave. 
The  Assembly  approved  the  conduct  and  correspondence 
Aug.    of  the  governor  in  this  affair,  and  also  appointed  the 
'     deputy-governor  and  chief-justice  to  inquire,  in  behalf  of 
Duddingston,  concerning  a  sum  of  money  belonging  to 
him  in  the  hands  of  a  man  who  refused  to  suri'ender  it, 
and  advised  Duddingston,  in  case  these  referees  could  not 
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settle  it,  to  adopt  bis  legal  remedy.  It  should  lie  remem- 
bered that  Buits  against  Diiddingston  for  his  illegal  acts 
were  threatened  before  the  destruction  of  the  Gaspee,  and 
still  maintained,  but  the  case  of  Hill  had  proved  that  these 
would  not  prevent  Mb  receiving  justice  in  any  good  cause 
where  he  might  he  a  plaintiff. 

To  present  an  uubroten  narrative  of  these  important 
events,  requires  that  we  should  pass  over  to  the  next 
chapter  the  occurrences  of  a  year  following  tlie  destruc- 
tion of  the  Gaspee,  and  confine  our  attention  to  that  sub- 
ject alone,  "When  the  news  reached  England,  the  King's 
proclamation  was  issued,  offering  a  reward  of  one  thou- 
sand pounds  each,  for  the  arrest  and  conviction  of  the  two 
leaders  of  the  affair,  and  five  hundred  pounds  each  for 
any  other  of  the  offenders,  with  a  free  pardon,  in  addition, 
to  any  one  concerned,  except  the  two  chiefs,  who  would 
implicate  the  rest.  A  commission  was  issued  to  Joseph 
Wanton,  governor  of  Rhode  Island,  Daniel  Horsmanden, 
rrederict  Smythe,  and  Peter  Oliver,  chief-justices  of 
New  York,  New  Jei'sey,  and  Massachusetts,  and  Eohert 
Auchmuty,  judge  of  vice-admiralty  at  Boston,  or  any  three 
of  them,  to  inqnire  into  and  report  upon  the  facts.  Instruc- 
tions were  given  for  their  guidance,  by  tlie  third  article 
of  wliicli  they  were  required  to  communicate  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  Ehode  Island  any  information  they  might 
obtain  as  to  the  persons  concerned  in  the  outrage,  that 
they  might  be  sent  to  England  for  trial. 

Meanwiiile  Lieutenant  Duddingston  had  returned  to 
England,  and  was  there  tried  by  courtnuai-tial  on  board  tlie 
Centaur,  man-of-war,  at  Portsmouth,  for  the  loss  of  the 
Gaspee.   Upon  a  full  inquiry  he  was  honorably  acquitted. 

The  commission  and  instructions  were  sent  to  Admiral 
Montagu,  and  by  him  transmitted  to  Gov.  Wanton,  who 
at  once  notified  the  commissioners,  Tlie  King's  procla- 
mation was  posted  by  the  sheriffs  throughout  the  colony, 
and  the  Admiral  was  informed  that  the  court  would  prob- 
ably assemble  in  about  a  week.     Upon  the  arrival  of  the 


irrs. 
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CHAP,  Xew  York  and  New  Jersey  judges  at  ^Newport,  Wanton 

wrote  to  Montagn  that  a  quorum  was  in  attendance,  and 

1773.    desired  ids  presence.     Montagu  excused  himself,  but  sent 

Jan.  3.  £|^j[  powei-8  to  Oapt.  Keeler  of  the  Mercury,  the  senior 

officer  on  the  I^ewport  station,  to  act  in  his  etead,  who 

4.      was  enmmoned  to  attend  at  the  opening  of  the  court. 

5-  The  next  day  the  commissioners  met  at  the  State  House 
and  continued  in  session  three  wetilts.     Montagu's  pres- 

14.     ence  was  deemed  essential,  and  he  accordingly  came  to 

SO.  Newport,  but  returned  in  a  few  days.  Duddingston  had 
gone  to  England,  and  it  was  chiefly  in  regai'd  to  his  evi- 
dence that  the  Admiral  was  summoned.  But  the  incle- 
ment season,  the  engagements  of  the  Admiral,  and  the 
absence  of  Duddingston,  so  retarded  proceedings,  that  at 
the  end  of  three  weeks,  spent  in  eorreepondenee  and  in 

35.  taking  a  few  depositions,  the  court  adjom-ned  for  four 
months. 

Mar.  The  Admiralty  instructed  Montagu  that  he  might  in- 

'°'  trust  to  Oapt.  Keeler  his  business  with  the  court  of  inq^uiry, 
unless  his  pi'eaence  witli  them  should  be  indispensable. 

May    He  accordingly  sent  to  Keeler  two  of  the  Gaspee's  eom- 

^'     pany  who  had  been  sent  out  from  England  to  identify  the 

37.  prisoners,  should  any  be  taken.  Keeler  notified  Gov. 
"Wanton,  as  president  of  the  commission,  of  their  arriral, 
but  as  he  could  not  come  on  shore,  on  account  of  a  writ 
being  out  against  him,  he  desired  notice  of  the  time  of 
meeting  that  he  might  send  one  of  his  officers  with  the 

31.     witnesses.     The  full  court  being  assembled,  proceedings 

June    were  resumed.      Further  testimony  was  taken,  and  the 

depositions  of  Aaron  and  others  having  been  submitted  to 

the  Justices  of  the  Superior  Court,  their  presence  was 

7.  requested  by  the  commissioners.  It  was  shown  that 
Aaron's  evidence  was  obtained  imder  compulsion  by 
Capt.  Linzee,  of  the  Beaver,  and  hence  was  entitled  to  no 

13.  weight.  The  commissioners  dechned  to  express  an 
opinion  on  this  point,  contrary  to  that  of  the  justices. 
Nothing  was  discovered  upon  which  an  arrest  could  be 
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made.     It  was  proposed  to  inquire  into  the  affair  of  the  chap. 
schooner  St.  John,  that  occurred  nine  years  before,  but    ^'^■ 
the  motion  was  ovenuiled  by  a  majority  of  the  commia-    1778. 
sionere.     After  an  abortive  session  of  three  weeks,  a  final    ^^^^ 
report  to  the  King  was  prepared,  annoimcing  the  failure 
to  make  any  material  discovery  m  the  matter,  and  the 
belief  "  that   the  whole  waa    conducted  suddenly   and 
aecretly."     The  facts  in  the  case  were  briefly  stated,  the 
action  of  the  inhabitants  and  of  the  local  government 
thereupon  was  rehearsed  and  commended,  and  the  con- 
duct of  Dnddingaton  in  the  execution  of  his  powers  was 
blamed  as  imprudent  and  arbiti'ary.     The  opinion  of  the 
Justices  upon  the  testimony  of  Aaron  was  cited  and  ap- 
proved, and  the  conduct  of  Capt.  Linzee,  in  obtaining 
that  deposition  by  force,  was  censured.     The  court  then     24. 
adjourned. 

The  most  honorable  feature  in  the  whole  transaction, 
is  that  the  large  rewards,  amounting  from  six  hundred  to 
eleven  hundred  pounds  sterling,  were  offered  in  vain. 
The  perpetratore  of  the  deed  were  well  known.  They 
were  among  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  the  colony, 
and  some  of  the  younger  and  more  rash  accomplices,  had 
openly  boaated  of  the  occurrence  the  next  day,  while  the 
smoke  of  the  burning  vessel  yet  darkened  the  sky.  The 
coiul;  of  inquiry  were  composed  of  loyalists  who  were 
honeat  and  earnest  in  their  examination,  but  no  direct 
evidence  could  be  obtained,  except  tliat  of  the  slave  whose 
testimony  was  succeasfully  impeached. 

Much  has  been  said  in  chronicle  and  song,  of  a  later 
achievement  in  the  adjoining  province,  where  a  party, 
disguised  as  Indians,  threw  overboard  a  cargo  of  tea ; 
whOe  the  captors  of  the  Gaspee,  until  a  very  recent  date, 
have  remainedalmost 'f  unknown,  unhonored,  and  unsung." 
The  Boston  tea  party  have  been  lauded  for  performing  an 
act  of  exalted  patriotism  and  Tinequalled  daring.  But  we 
submit  that  the  seizure  of  a  merchantman  requires  less 
courage  than  the  captm-e  of  a  man-of-war,  while  the  pa- 
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CHAP,  triotic  impulse  that  would  face,  undisguised,  the  desperate 
■^^-  danger  of  the  latter  enterprise,  is  no  leas  worthy  of  histo- 
1773.  ric  fame.  The  affair  of  the  Gaapee  is  still  more  deserving 
of  commemoration  as  it  was  the  first  bold  blow,  in  all 
the  colonies,  for  freedom,  and  the  earliest  blood  shed  in 
the  war  of  independence.  It  was  the  beginning  of  the 
end.    The  Revolation  had  commenced. 


lPPEI^DIX    L. 


Ill  the  year  1773,  the  British,  Goyemment  had  stationed  at  iTew- 
poii,  Ehode  Island,  a  sloop-of-wai',  witli  her  tender,  tho  schooner 
called  the  Gaspee,  of  eight  gnns,  commanded  hy  William  Dndding- 
ston,  a  lieutenant  ia  the  British  navy,  for  the  pmpose  of  preventmg 
the  clandestine  landing  of  articles  anhject  to  the  payment  of  duty. 
The  captain  of  tliis  schooner  made  it  his  practice  to  stop  and  board 
all  vessels  entering  or  leaving  the  ports  of  Ehode  Island,  or  leaving 
Newport  for  Providence.  On  the  lOth  day  of  June,  1773,  Capt. 
Thomas  lAndsey  left  Kevrport  in  his  packet  for  Providence,  ahout 
noon,  with  the  wind  at  north ;  and  soou  .after  the  Gospee  was  nnder 
saO  in  ptirsait  of  landaey,  and  continued  tlie  chase  as  far  as  ITamcut 
Point,  which  runs  off  from  the  farm  in  ■Warwick,  about  seven  miles 
below  Providence,  and  is  now  owned  by  Kr.  John  B.  IVanois,  our 
late  governor.  Lindsoy  was  standing  easterly  with  the  tide  on  ebb, 
about  two  hours,  when  he  hove  about  at  the  end  of  Namcnt  Point, 
and  stood  to  the  westn'ard,  and  Duddingston,  in  close  chase,  changed 
his  course  and  ran  on  the  point  near  its  end  and  grounded.  Lindsey 
continued  in  liis  conrse  np  the  river,  and  arrived  at  Providence  about 
sunset,  when  he  immediately  informed  Mr  John  Brown  one  of  our 
first  and  most  respectable  merchants,  of  thi  situation  of  the  Gispee 
He  immediately  concluded  that  she  would  remam  immovable  untd 
after  midnight,  and  that  now  an  opportunity  offered  i,f  putting  an 
end  to  the  trouble  and  vexation  she  daily  tiascd  Mi  Bionnim 
mediately  resolved  on  her  destruction,  mil  he  fjithwith  lirectel 
one  of  his  tiiisty  shipmasters  to  collect  eight  of  tliu  largest  long  boat" 
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iu  the  harlior,  witli  five  oars  to  each,  to  have  the  oars  and  ww-Iocks  CHAP. 
mnffled  to  prevent  noise,  and  to  place  them  at  Fenner's  wharf,  XIS. 
directly  oppceite  the  dwelling  of  Mr.  James  BaHn,  who  kept  a  house  "T^^ 
of  hoard  and  entertdnment  for  gentlemen,  hoing  the  same  house  pur-  l_ 
chaaed  a  few  years  after  by  the  late  Welcome  Arnold,  one  of  om: 
enteipi-iMng  merohanta,  and  ia  now  owned  hy  and  is  the  residence  of 
Ool.  Eichard  J.  Arnold,  his  son.  About  tlio  time  of  the  shutting  of 
the  shops,  soon  after  snnset,  a  man  passed  along  the  Main  street, 
beating  a  drum,  and  informing  the  inhabitants  of  the  fact,  that  the 
Qaspee  was  aground  on  Namcut  Point,  and  would  not  float  off  until  3 
o'clock  the  nest  morning,  and  inviting  those  persons  who  felt  a  dis- 
position to  go  and  destroy  that  troublesome  vessel,  to  repair  in  the 
evening  to  Mr.  James  Sabin's  honse.  About  9  o'clock  I  took  my 
father's  gno,  and  my  powder-horn  and  bullets,  and  went  to  Mr. 
Sabin's,  and  found  the  south-east  room  full  of  people,  where  I  loaded 
my  gun,  and  all  remained  there  till  about  10  o'clock,  some  casting 
bullets  in  the  kitchen,  and  others  making  arrangements  for  departure ; 
when  orders  were  ^ven  to  cross. the  street  to  Fen ner's  wharf  and 
embai'k,  which  soon  took  place,  and  a  sea-captain  acted  as  steersman 
of  each  boat,  of  whom  I  recollect  Oapt^  Abraham  Wliipple,  Oapt.  John 
B.  Hopkins,  (with  whom  I  embarked,)  and  Capt.  Benjamin  Dunn. 
A  line  from  right  to  left  was  soon  foiTued,  with  Oapt,  "Whipple  on  the 
light,  and  Capt,  Hopkins  on  the  right  of  the  left  wing.  Tlie  party 
thus  proceeded  tiU  within  about  sixty  yards  of  the  Gaspeo,  when  a 
sentinel  hailed,  "  Who  comes  there  ? "  No  answer.  He  hailed  agsna 
and  no  answer.  In  about  a  minnte  Duddingston  mounted  the  star- 
board gunwale  in  his  shirt,  and  hailed,  "  Who  comes  there  ? "  Uo 
answer.  He  hailed  again,  when  Capt.  Whipple  answered  as  follows : 
"  I  am  the  sheriff  of  the  connty  of  Kenf^  God  damn  you ;  I  have  got 
a  warrant  to  apprehefld  yon,  God  damn  you,  so  surrender,  God  damn 
you."  I  took  my  seat  on  the  main  thwart,  near  the  lai'board  row- 
locl^  with  my  gun  by  my  i-ight  side  and  fhcing  forwai-ds.  As  soon  as 
Duddingston  began  to  hail,  Joseph  Bncklin,  who  was  standing  on  the 
main  thwart  by  my  right  side,  said  to  me,  "  Eph.  reach  me  your  gun, 
I  can  kill  that  fellow."  I  i-eached  it  to  him  accordingly,  when,  during 
Oapt  Whipple's  replying,  Bucklia  fired  and  Duddingston  fell,  and 
Bucklin  exdaimed ;  "  I  have  killed  the  rascal  I ''  In  less  time  than 
a  minute  after  Oapt.  Whipple's  answer,  the  boats  wei-e  alongside  of 
the  Gaspee,  and  she  was  boarded  without  opposition.  The  men  on 
deck  retreated  below,  as  Duddingston  entered  the  cabin.  As  it  was 
discovered  that  he  was  wounded,  John  Mawney,  who  had  for  two 
or  tliree  years  been  stndybg  physio  and  surgery,  was  oi-dered  to  go 
into  the  cabin  and  dress  Duddingston's  wound,  and  I  was  directed  to 
assist  him.    On  exanunation  it  was  found  that  the  ball  took  efi'ect 
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CHAP,  about  five  inches  directly  below  tlie  navel.    Dnddingston  called  for 

SIS.    Mr.  Dickinson  to  produce  bandages  and  other  necessaries,  for  dressing 

"2^^  the  wound,  and  when  finished  orders  were  given  to  the  aohooner's 

L,  '    company  to  collect  their  clothing  and  every  thing  belonging  to  them, 

and  put  them  mto  their  boats,  aa  all  of  them  were  to  be  sent  on  ahore. 

All  were  soon  collected  and  put  oa  board  the  boats,  iackding  one  of 

our  boats.    They  departed  and  landed  Duddingston  ot  the  old  still 

house  wharf  at  Pawtnxet,  and  put  the  chief  into  the  house  of  Joseph 

Rhodes.    Soon  after,  all  the  party  were  ordered  to  depart,  leaving 

one  boat  for  the  leaders  of  the  expedition,  who  soon,  set  the  ■vessel  on 

fire,  which  consunied  her  to  the  water's  edge. 

The  names  of  the  most  oonapiouons  are  Mr.  John  Brown,  Oapt. 
Abraham  Whipple,  JohaB.  Hopkins,  Benjamin  Dunn,  and  five  others, 
whose  names  I  have  forgotten,  and  John  Mawney,  Benjamin  Pago, 
Joseph  Buoklia,  and  Tarpin  Bmith,  my  youfhful  companions,  all  of 
whom  are  dead,  I  believe  every  man  of  the  party,  excepting  myself; 
and  my  ago  is  eighty-sis  yeara  this  twenty-ninth  day  of  August, 
eighteen  hundred  and  tliirty-nine. 

Auffust  29(A,  1839.  Epheaim  Bowes. 

The  reader  will  observe  two  discrepancies  between  the 
above  narrative  and  that  given  in  the  text ;  one  as  to  the 
name  of  Oapt.  Lindsey,  wliich  was  Benjamin,  as  given  in 
the  papers  of  the  day,  and  not  Thomas,  as  stated  by  Col. 
Bowen ;  the  other  as  to  the  date  of  the  affair.  Tlie  Han- 
nah aiTived  at  Newport  on  the  8th  of  Jnne,  and  the  next 
afternoon  proceeded  np  the  bay,  chased  by  the  Gaapee. 
The  attaet  was  planned  and  exeented  on  the  night  of  the 
9th,  but  not  completed,  by  the  burning  of  the  vessel,  till 
daylight  of  the  10th,  so  that  either  date,  the  9th  or  10th, 
"  'e  to  the  event. 
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CHAPTEK    XX. 


While  the  capture  of  tlie  Gaspee  was  exciting  tlie  *^  vx"^' 

public  mind  tlirougliout  the  colonies,  and  ■while  the  hold  .^ ^ 

assertion  of  the  supremacy  of  law  over  arhitrary  power  ?|.'^'^- 
was  being  made  in  Ehode  Island,  by  the  trial  of  Diid- 
dbigston  upon  a  civil  suit  for  damages,  a  case  involving 
the  high  question  of  freedom  in  another  form  was  agitat- 
ing the  courts  and  the  people  of  England.  For  some 
years  past  the  subject  of  negro  slavery  had  been  dis- 
cussed in  Massachusetts,  and  two  years  before  tiiis  time 
an  act  to  prohibit  the  farther  importation,  of  Africans  was 
moved  in  the  Assembly  of  Ehode  Island.  The  case  of 
Somerset,  a  slave  from  Virginia,  taken  to  England  by  his 
master,  and  there  refnsing  service,  for  which  he  was  about 
to  be  shipped  to  Jamaica  for  sale,  came  up,  on  a  wi'it  of 
habeas  corpus,  before  tlio  Court  of  King's  Bench.  The 
famous  decision  of  Lord  Mansfield  declared  that  slavery  S3, 
eould  only  exist  by  positive  law,  and  that  the  contem- 
plated action  of  the  owner  in  this  case,  was  directly  con- 
trary to  the  laws  of  England.  He  therefore  decreed  the 
discharge  of  Somerset,  and  proclaimed  the  doctrine  that 
slavery  could  not  exist  on  English  soil.  The  effect  of  this 
decision  upon  the  colonies,  was  to  confirm  the  views 
1  by  many  writers,  to  stimulate  legisla- 
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CHAP,  tion  against  fhe  system,  and  to  hasten  the  emancipation 

,^^  of  slaves  in  New  England. 

ITTS.         He  General  Assembly  laid  another  tax  of  twelre 

A^S'  thousand  poimds,  being  the  third  of  this  amoitnt,  and  for 
similar  purposes,  in  annual  Enccession.  The  crime  of  horse 
stealing  had  become  so  frequent,  that  a  severe  statute  was 
enacted  against  it.  The  estate  of  the  offender  was  to  he 
confiscated,  he  was  to  be  three  times  publicly  whipped 
■with  thirty-nine  lashes,  to  be  banished  from  the  colony, 
and  in  case  of  his  return  to  suffer  death.  A  reward  of  six 
pounds  was  to  be  paid  to  any  one  who  should  arrest  the 
thief,  and  the  horse  might  be  recovered  by  its  owner  with- 
ont  regard  to  any  sale,  the  old  legal  maxim  ca/oeat  emptor, 
being  specially  apphed  to  the  purchase  of  horses.'  The 
small-pox  having  again  "been  mtroduced  by  a  vessel  ar- 
riving at  Newport,  it  was  proposed  in  the  Assembly  to 
allow  the  practice  of  inoculation.  This  preventive,  which 
humanity  owes  to  the  Turks,  was  violently  opposed  iby 

^ot-  many  persons.'  In.  Newport,  town  meetings  were  held 
29,  on  four  successive  days,  to  instiiict  their  deputies  on  the 
subject.  The  attendance  was  very  full,  and  the  vote  close, 
but  only  once  did  the  advocates  of  inoculation  secure  a 
email  majority  of  seven,  the  decision  in  the  other  three 
cases  being  adverse  upon  a  larger,  hut  yet  closer  vote.  In 
2^  consequence  of  this  the  Assembly  rejected  the  proposition, 
and  the  only  mode  of  prevention  that  remained  was  that 
of  quarantine  or  the  hospital.  The  occasions  for  firing 
royal  salutes  from  the  fort  were  established.  They  were 
the  birth-days  of  the  King  and  Queen,  the  anniversaiies 
of  the  accession  and  coronation  of  his  Majesty,  and  elec- 
tion day.  The  accounts  of  the  sufferers  by  the  stamp  act 
riot  were  again  discussed,  reductions  in  them  proposed, 

'  This  act  was  essentially  modified  &t  a  kter  day,  but  some  of  its  pro- 
visions remained  in  force  until  a  recent  period.  For  the  last  infliction  of 
whipping  in  Rliode  Island,  which  wag  for  this  cause,  sao  chap.  v.  vol.  i.,  p. 
120,  note, 

'  For  a  note  upon  this  subject,  see  chap.  xiL  vol.  i.,  p.  523. 
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and  the  proceedings  ordered  to  te  sent  to  England,  with  chap. 
another  application  for  the  payment  of  tho  old  war  debt.     ■^■^■ 
The  thanks  of  the  colony  were  voted  to  Heniy  Marchant,    1772. 
who  had  returned  home  with  encouraging  reports,  never    *^°'' 
to  he  realized,  of  the  prospect  of  speedy  payment.    Lot- 
teries for  several  churches  were  granted,  among  wliich 
was  one  for  King's  Chnrch  in  Providence,  now  St.  John's, 
which  also  was  incorporated  at  this  session. 

On  the  day  that  this  Assembly  met,  an  important 
movement  was  commenced  in  Boston,  to  state  the  rights 
of  the  colonies,  with  the  infringements  thereon,  and  to 
conununicate  the  same  to  the  other  towns  in  the  province, 
with  the  request  for  an  interchange  of  views  on  the  sub- 
ject. To  the  attempts  to  tax  the  colonies  and  to  restrict 
tlieir  tfade,  was  added  a  new  cause  of  complaint — the  pro- 
posal in  the  uistructions  to  the  Gaspee  commissioners,  to 
send  the  guilty  parties  to  England  for  trial.  The  action 
of  Boston  met  with  a  ready  response  from  the  other  towns,  jt 
and  when  the  report  of  ihe  committee  upon  rights  and  20. 
violations  was  made,  the  movement  was  already  well  ad- 
vanced, and  the  spirit  of  resistance  was  freely  manifested 
throughout  the  province. 

A  short  session  of  the  General  Assembly  was  held,  at    Deo. 
which  nothing  of  interest  was  done.     In  this  first  stage  of     ^*- 
the  revolution,  conunittees  of  correspondence  were  pre- 
paring the  results,  and  performing  the  dnties  which,  at  a 
later  period,  devolved  upon  the  legislatures.     The  affair 
of  the  Gaspee  occupied  all  minds.     Hutchinson  proposed 
to  annul  the  charter  of  Ehode  Island,  and  a  committee'     35. 
■wrote  to  Samuel  Adams  for  his  counsel  m  the  matter. 
His  reply  was  an  appeal  for  union,  since  "  an  attack  upon     28. 
the  liberties  of  one  colony  was  an  attack  upon  the  liberties 
of  aU." "     The  year  closed  amid  gloomy  forebodings  of 
evil.     The  court  of  inqniiy  upon  the  destruction  of  the 

'  This  oomraittee  conaiated  of  Deputj-Govemor  Sessions,  Chief- Justice 
Hopltins,  John  Cole,  and  Moses  Brown. 

"  Bancroft's  History  ofU,  S.,  chap,  xlviii.,  Tol.  tL,  p.  4il. 
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CHAP.  Gaepee,  opened  tlie  new  year.  TUeir  failure  has  already 
-^'  been  detailed.  The  Assemhly  convened  at  Grcemvich 
1773.  while  the  court  was  sitting  at  Newport,  as  if  to  watch 
^^'  their  proceedings,  hut  nothing  oceuiTed  on  the  part  of 
the  commissioners  to  call  for  legislative  action.  Gov. 
"Wanton  cshihited  hia  instructions  to  arrest  the  offenders, 
and  send  them  to  England  for  trial.  This  was  a  severe 
blow  to  the  colony,  thus  to  be  singled  out  as  the  victim 
of  royal  disple^ure,  and  to  hear  the  test  of  an  unconstitu- 
tional decree.  But  resistance  was  determined  upon. 
Ohiof- Justice  Hopkins  asked  the  advice  of  the  Assembly 
what  course  he  should  adopt,  and  was  told  to  use  Ms  own 
discretion  when  the  case  arose.  "  Then,  for  the  purpose 
of  transportation  for  trial,  I  will  neither  apprehend  any 
person  by  my  own  order,  nor  suffer  any  executive  officers 
in  the  colony  to  do  it,"  '  was  the  prompt  reply  of  this  fear- 
less champion  and  earliest  advocate  of  colonial  freedom. 
Fortunately  the  results  of  the  commission  did  not  wan-ant 
an  arrest,  and  the  inevitable  crisis  was  yet  for  a  time 
delayed. 

The  arrogant  temper  of  Admhal  Montagu  was  not 

19.     allayed  by  his  visit  to  Rhode  Island.     He  complained  to 

the  Admiralty  that  proper  respect  was  not  shown  to  his 

flag,  tho  fort  having  failed  to  salute  upon  his  arrival. 

Lord  Dartmouth,  who,  the  preceding  August,  had  suc- 

^1^     ceeded  the  Earl  of  Ilillsborough  as  American  Secretary, 

8.  '    rebuked  the  colony  for  this  neglect,  and  ordered  that  the 

broad  pennant  should,  in  all  cases,  receive  in  Rhode  Island, 

as  elsewhere,  the  customary  honors. 

The  Boston  movement  to  unite  all  the  towns  in  tlie 

province,  with  an  ultimate  view  to  a  similar  union  of  the 

4.      colonies,  was  approved  by  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  and 

immediately  extended,  by  that  body,  over  all  the  colonies. 

Resolutions,   advising  the   appointment  of  intercolonial 

13.     committees  of  correspondence  were  unanimously  passed, 

'  Letter  of  Dr.  Stiles,  of  Newpoi't,  Feljruary  16,  1773,  in  Bancroft's 
History  of  U.  S.,  vol.  vi.,  p.  461. 
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and  sent  to  every  colony  for  general  approval  and  adop-  CHAP, 
tion.  Thus  was  created  at  once,  ia  effect,  an  American  ■^^■ 
Confederacy,  to  complete  which  but  one  more  step  was  177S. 
needed— that  these  sevei'al  committees  should  convene  ^^''^''" 
and  form  an  American  Congress.  It  was  reserved  for 
Hhode  Island,  ere  long,  to  propose  this  final  measure  for 
the  formation  of  the  American  Union. 

The  Euita  against  Duddhigston  were  not  the  only  evi- 
dence given  by  the  people  of  this  colony  of  their  detenni- 
nation  to  make  the  military  subordinate  to  the  civil  power. 
To  maintain  their  chartered  rights  was  ever  the  object 
nearest  to  their  hearts,  and  this  could  only  be  seeiu'ed  by 
firmness  of  conduct  in  eveiy  case  that  infringed  upon  their 
liberties.  The  naval  officers,  xmused  to  a  freedom  that 
dared  to  hold  them  personally  accountable  for  their  acts, 
were  overbearing  in  their  mode  of  fidfllling  their  commis- 
sions. The  loss  of  one  vessel,  and  the  harassing  suits 
against  her  coimnandei',  had  not  sufficed  to  convince  the 
officers  of  the  spirit  of  the  people,  or  to  subject  them  to 
the  control  of  the  civil  laws.  Since  these  events,  Capt. 
Keeler,  of  the  Mercury,  the  senior  officer  on  the  station, 
had  arrested,  in  September  last,  the  master  and  mate  of 
the  brig  Spywood,  at  ^Newport,  from  the  "West  Indies,  and 
had  seized  a  portion  of  the  cargo  legally  entered  at  the 
custom-house.  Two  actions  of  trespass  were  brought 
against  him  by  the  officers,  and  one  of  ti'over  by  the 
owner  of  the  brig,  "which  were  tried  at  this  term  of  the  ig. 
Superior  Coni't,  and  verdicts  found  for  the  plaintiffs  in 
each  case.  It  has  already  been  mentioned,  that  at  the 
adjonmed  meeting  of  the  court  of  inquiry  in  May,  Keeler  jj^- 
was  unable  to  attend  on  account  of  writ^  beuigout  against 
him  which  prevented  his  coming  on  shore. 

Although  the   May  session  of  the  Assembly  was 
always  short,  and  nanally  confined  to  the  election  of       _ 
officers,  the  one  now  held  was  extremely  important,  on 
account  of  the  action  of  the  deputies  in  response  to  the 
house   of   burgesses    in  Virginia.       They  unanimously 
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CHAP,  adopted  tlie  proposals  made  by  that  body,  and  in  con- 
^^-  foimity  therewith,  were  the  first  to  follow  tlie  example  of 
1773.  Virginia  in  electing  a  committee  of  cori'espondence, 
^^^  whose  duties  were  "  to  obtain  the  most  eai-ly  and  authen- 
tic intelligence  of  all  such  acts  and  resolutions  of  the 
British  Parliament,  and  measures  of  the  ministry,  as  may 
relate  to,  or  affect,  the  British  colonies  in  America  ;  and 
to  maintain  a  correspondence  and  communication  with 
the  other  colonies,  respecting  these  important  considera- 
tions." '  They  were  directed  to  obtain  from  the  governor 
a  copy  of  the  commission  and  proceedings  of  the  Gaspee 
court  of  inquiry  ;  to  report  the  further  action  of  said  court 
from  time  to  time,  and  to  transmit  copies  of  the  same  to 
Vii'ginia  and  to  all  the  other  legislatures.  The  committee 
ig_  immediately  sent  out  its  circulars  to  tlie  other  colonies, 
extolling  the  patriotism  of  the  Virginia  resohitions,  and 
urging  a  prompt  compHance  with  tlie  proposals.  Warlike 
precautions  were  also  taken  at  this  time.  Tbe  platforms 
for  the  battery  at  Fort  George  were  repaired,  and  new 
carriages  wei'e  made  for  the  gnns  formerly  used  on  the 
colony  ■wai'-sloop.  The  people  of  New  Shoreham  renewed 
their  petition  for  a  harbor  at  Block  Island,  to  be  made  by 
opening  the  passage  from  the  salt  pond,  which  had  been 
closed  for  many  years,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
examine  the  locality,  who  reported  favorably  as  to  the 
feasibility  of  tlie  plan. 

The  embarrassed  condition  of  the  East  India  company, 
led  to  further  legislation  in  Parliament  on  their  belmlf. 
The  drawback  upon  teas  exported  to  America,  which  had 
lately  been  reduced  to  three-fifths  of  the  duty,  was  now 
20  revived  as  to  the  whole.  The  act  went  into  effect  at  this 
time,   and   arrangements  were  made  for  sending  large 

'  This  commitfee  consisted  of  Metoalf  Bowler,  a  iJepnty  from.  Ports- 
mouth, Associate  Justice  of  the  Superior  Court  and  Speaker  of  the  House ; 
Es-&oTernor  Stephen  Hopkins,  a  deputy  from  Providence,  and  Chief-Justice 
of  the  colonj  ;  Mosea  Brown,  Wm.  Bradford,  a  deputy  from  Bristol ;  Henry 
Marchatit,  Attorney-General ;  Henry  Ward,  Secretary ;  and  John  Cole. 
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quantities  of  tea  to  America.     It  was  proposed  also  to  Chap. 
remoTe  tlie  import  duty  of  tlii'eepence  a  poiuid,  but  to 
this  the  ministry  would  not  consent.     The  determination    17T8. 
to  tax  America  upon  principle  was  irrevocable,  and  an- 
other trial  on  a  larger  scale  was  soon  to  be  made. 

The  death  of  Joseph  Sherwood  deprived  the  colony  of  J""^ 
the  services  of  one  who  for  foiu:teen  years  had  been  its 
agent  in  London.     Bnt  the  time  was  at  hand  when  colo- 
nial agents  would  no  longer  be  i-equired  at  the  British 
capital. 

The  exposure  of  the  letters  of  Gov.  Hutchinson,  and  ^■ 
otbsr  enemies  of  freedom  in  America,  which  Franhlin  had 
obtained  in  England  and  sent  over  to  Massachusetts, 
caused  gi'eat  excitement.  They  were  published  in  the 
papers  with  indignant  comments.  Among  them  was  the 
letter  of  George  Kome,  written  six  years  before,  denounc- 
ing the  government  and  courts  of  Ebode  Island,  and  now 
first  brought  to  light.'  This  letter  was  printed  in  the 
newspapers,  and  on  broadside,  and  circulated  tlirough- 
out  the  colony  as  the  incendiary  missive  of  a  secret  foe.  Aug. 
It  was  read  in  the  General  Assembly  by  the  Speaker,  a 
debate  ensued,  and  its  further  considei'ation  was  postponed 
till  the  origmal,  which  alone  could  furnish  the  basis  of 
legal  action,  could  he  obtained  from  JIassachusetts.  Its 
author  was  denounced  at  town  meetings  in  Providence, 
Johnston,  and  Coventry,  and  their  deputies  were  instructs  3^- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  the  charges  thei-ein  con- 
tained, and,  if  found  to  be  false,  then  to  endeavor  to  bring 
the  writer  to  justice  as  a  public  defamei". 

An  act  was  pending  in  Parliament  to  regulate  the 
fisheries  in  tlie  Gulf  of  St.  Lawi-ence,  the  teims  of  which 
alai'med  those  engaged  in  that  pursuit.  A  petition  on 
thesnbject  was  presented  to  the  Assembly,  in  consequence  16. 
of  which  a  letter  to  Lord  Dartmouth  was  prepared,  pray- 
ing that  the  freedom  of  the  fislieries  might  not  be  restrict- 

'  This  iettev  ivas  written  Deeembov  22,  17G7,  and  is  referred  to  under 
that  date  in  chap.  XTiii. 
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CHAP.  ed.     The  debts  of  Thomas  Ninigret,  late  Baehem  of  the 
._,  ^  .' .  Narragansets,  having  been  discharged  by  tlie  sale  of  lands 
1773.    belonging  to  the  tribe,  the  remaining  lands  were  secared 
to  them,  beyond  the  contingency  of  debt,  and  the  bounds 
were  ordered  to  be  surveyed.     A  tax  of  four  thousand 
pounds  was  assessed,  one-half  to  pay  certain  claims  on 
the  colony,  and  one-half  for  cuiTent  expenses.     The  an- 
nual expenses  of  government  at  this  period,  did  not  vary 
much  from  two  thousand  pounds,  lawful  money,  or  about 
six  thousand  six  hundred  sixty-seven  dollars. 
Oct.  When  the  news  of  shipments  of  tea  to  fonr  of  the  prin- 

cipal Ameinean  ports  was  received,  Philadelphia  was  the 
first  to  oppose  the  attempt,  in  a  public  meeting,  by  the 
adoption  of  a  series  of  eight  resolutions,  ■whei'ein  the  con- 
signees were  requested  to  resign,  and  whoever  should  aid 
in  receiving  the  cargoes,  was  pronounced  as  "  an  enemy 
to  his  country." '    No  teas  were  shipped  to  Rhode  Island, 
37.     so  that  the  Assembly  took  no   action  on  the  subject, 
39.     George  Eome  was  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  hoiise  of 
deputies,  upon  a  warrant,  to  answer  for  his  libellous  letter. 
Kefiising  to  reply  directly  to  the  questions  put  to  him  at 
the  esamination,hewascommittedto  jail  at  South  Kings- 
town, for  contempt,  till  the  close  of  the  session. 
Nov.  The  Philadelphia  resolutions  were  adopted  in  Boston, 

and  a  vain  effort  was  made  to  induce  the  consignees  to  re- 
sign. Sevei'al  meetings  were  held  through  the  month  for 
this  purpose,  but  with  a  like  resiilt.  At  length  the  first 
cargo  of  the  "  pemicioi:^  weed,"  so  long  expected,  arrived 

28.  at  Boston.    People  flocked  in  from  tlie  neighboring  towns 

29.  to  attend  a  great  meeting,  at  which  it  was  determined  to 
send  the  ships  back  to  England  without  discharging  their 
teas.  A  permanent  volunteer  guard,  varying  from  twenty- 
four  to  thirty-four  men,  w^  placed  around  the  wharf. 
The  consignees  took  refuge  in  the  castle,  but  refused  to 

gi,      return  the  teas.     The  governor  sent  the  sheriff  to  disperse 

"  The  VGEolutions  weve  printed  in  tlie  Providence  Gazette  of  Ootobec  30, 
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the  meeting  whicli  had  asaemhled  to  receive  tiae  reply  of   CHAP, 
the  consignees.     He  was  received  with  hisses  and  a  refu-  -..^-^ 
sal  to  dissolve.    Tlie  owners  of  the  ship,  however,  agreed    i''"'S- 
that  the  tea  should  not  he  landed.     Tlie  arrival  of  another  Deo.  S. 
tea  ship  increased  the  excitement.     She  was  moored  by 
the  side  of  the  first,  that  the  same  gnard  might  watch 
both.     Tlie  committee  of  cori-espondenee  wrote  to  Provi-      5. 
dence,  Bristol,  and  Newport,  and  to  other  places,  for  ad- 
vice and  co-operation.  A  third  tea  ship  soon  followed,  and     lo. 
was  placed  at  the  same'  wharf  with  the  others.     Meetings 
were  held  daily  in  Boston  and  other  towns.     The  twenty 
days,  when  it  would  be  lawful  for  the  custom-house  to 
seize  the  first  ship  and  land  the  teas,  had  nearly  elapsed. 
The  crisis  had  arrived.     A  vast  assemblage,  estimated  at 
seven  thousand  men,  gathered  in  Boston  to  take  the  deci-     ig. 
sive  step.     It  was  evening  when  the  owner  of  the  ship 
appeared,  and  annomieed  that  the  governor  had  refused  a 
permit  for  the  vessel,  without  which  she  could  not  pass 
the  guns  of  the  castle.    Samuel  Adams  dissolved  the 
meeting,  and  at  the  same  instant  the  war-whoop  sounded, 
and  a  body  of  forty  or  fifty  men,  disguised  as  Indians, 
passed  down  to  the  wharf,  stationed  guards  to  prevent  in- 
trusion, and  taking  possession  of  the  throe  ships,  in  about 
two  hours   thi-ew  overboard  all  the  tea,  amounting  to 
three  hundred  forty-two  chests.     Another  vessel  with  tea    1774, 
was  wrecked  on  Cape  Cod,  and  a  portion  of  tlie  damaged  3m.l, 
cargo  was  landed  at  Castle  Wilham.     The  ships  destined 
for  other  ports,  warned  by  the  fate  of  those  at  Boston, 
and  finding  no  consignees  upon  their  an-ival,  eithei'  re- 
turned at  once  to  England,  or  had  their  cargoes  seized  for 
the  duties,  and  stored  in  the  custom-house. 

Tlie  people  of  Newport,  anticipating  an  attempt  on  the 
part  of  the  East  India  Company  to  introduce  then'  tea  at 
that  place,  called  the  fii-st  meeting  held  in  Ehode  Island  la, 
on  this  subject.  Tliey  adopted  resolutions  similai-  to  those 
in  Philadelphia,  and  also  agi-eed  to  sustain  the  other  col- 
onies in  their  measures.     Copies  of  the  proceedings  were 
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CHAF.  Bent  to  all  the  towns,  with  a  request  that  they  would  pnr- 
__^2^  sue  the  same  coui'se.  Providence  followed  the  example  the 
1774.    next  ■week,  and  in  a  short  time  most  of  the  other  towns  in 

''*"'  the  colony  held  meetings  for  the  same  pm-pose.  Some  of 
these  confined  their  attention  to  the  duty  on  tea,  while 
othera  entered  more  at  large  into  the  grierancea  of  the 
colonies.' 

3'?'-  "When  the  news  of  the  Boston  tea  party  reached  Eng- 

land, the  feelingagainet  Amerieahecameuitense.  Trauk- 
lin  had  already  presented  the  petition  of  Massachusetts 
for  the  removal  of  Governor  Hutchinson  and  of  Chief- 

2^-  Justice  Oliver.  At  the  hearing  before  the  Privy  Council, 
he  was  treated  with  great  indignity,  tlie  petition  was 
rejected,  and  his  office  of  deptity-postm  aster  for  America, 
in  the  exeention  of  which  he  had  organized,  upon  a  remu- 
nerative basis,  the  postal  system  of  the  colonies,  was  taken 
from  him.  The  Lords  of  the  CoimcU  triumphed  that  day 
over  the  venerable  patriot,  but  confessed,  a  few  years 
later,  that  it  was  a  costly  victory.  A  series  of  meetings 
in  the  several  towns  of  Rhode  Island  were  held  dming  the 
Feb.    next  two  montlis,  commencing  with  Westerly,  the  home 

^-  of  Gov.  Samuel  Ward,  whose  patriotic  spuit  prepared 
and  siipported  a  set  of  resolutions  that  covered  the  whole 
ground  of  colonial  complaint.  The  idea  of  a  general  con- 
gress, to  which  he  was  destined  to  be  one  of  the  first  ap- 
pointed delegates,  was  already  familial'  to  many  minds, 
and  was  broached  by  the  vai'ious  committees  of  corre- 

'  Warren  held  the  neil  meeting,  Westerly  met  on  February  2d,  Little 
Compton  on  the  3d,  Middletown  on  tlie  eth,  South  Kingstown,  JaineBtown, 
and  Hopkinton  followed,  Bristol  and  lUchmond  on  asth.  New  Shoreham  on 
Marcli2d,  Cumberland  18th,  Barciagl«n  21st.  The  Middle  town  resolutions 
on  DthFebmary  ware  the  moat  concise.  "Mr.  John  Clarke,  moderator.  The 
town  came  into  the  following  resolves ; — 1.  Resolved,  That  we  will  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  East  India  Compaay's  irksome  tea,  nor  any  otber 
subject  to  the  lite  duty.  2.  Eesolved,  That  we  will  heartily  unite  with  our 
American  Brethren  in  snpporUng  the  inhabitants  of  this  c 
their  just  rights  and  privileges ;  and  we  do  disown  any  right  i] 
ment  of  Great  Britain  to  tax  Ameiii;ti.  Voted  and  pussed.  'W 
Barker,  town  clerfe," 
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spondence.     At  a  pnl^lic  meeting  in  Boston,  John  Han-  CHAP, 
cock,  another  future  delegate,  proposed  it  in  direct  terms.'  ..^^ 
The  movement  was  hastened  by  tlie  conduct  of  the  British    1774 
ministry  in  preparing  a  series  of  acta  to  punish  the  town.       ^^■ 
of  Boston.     The  proposal  of  Lord  North  to  this  effect,  was      li. 
so  favorably  received  by  the  House  of  Commons,  that  he     ig. 
at  once  introduced  the  famous  act  known  as  the  Boston 
Port  Bill,   closing  that  harbor   against    all   commerce. 
After  a  short  debate  it  passed  without  a  division,  and  in     25. 
the  House  of  lords  was  caiTied  almost  unanimously.  29. 

The  removal  of  Pranklin  from  his  lucrative  position  of 
snperintendent  of  the  American  post-office,  was  not  so  dis- 
astrous to  the  colonies  as  it  might  have  been,  had  they 
not  already  talien  the  subject  in  hand,  and  prepared  to 
organize  a  postal  system  independent  of  Great  Britain. 
WiUiam  Goddard,  formerly  printer  of  the  Providence 
Gazette,  and  of  late  engaged  in  the  same  business  at 
Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  undertook  the  arduous  task 
of  re-organizing  the  system  throughout  the  colonies.  He 
prepared  a  plan,  and  visiting  every  colony,  submitted  it 
to  ^le  consideration  of  the  people,  by  whom  it  was  cor- 
dially approved.  The  existing  system  was  opposed  as 
being  "  unconstitutional,  and  a  usurpation  of  the  British 
Parliament  no  longer  to  he  home."  The  act  by  which  it 
was  established,  was  denounced  as  being  "  a  revenue  act, 
formidable  and  dangerous  to  the  hberties  of  America,  as 
the  officers  have  it  in  their  power  to  intercept  our  com- 
munications, to  extort  what  they  please,  and  to  employ 
them  to  divide  ns  and  then  to  enslave  us." " 

Immediately  following  the  Boston  Port  Bill,  came  the   April 
appointment  of  General  Gage  to  be  governor  of  Massa-      ^■ 
chnsetts,  in  place  of  Hutchinson,  who,  it  was  rumored, 
was  about  to  return  to  England.     Tlius  were  united  the 
powers  of  commander-in-chief  of  the  armies  in  America, 

'  0)1  5th  March. 

'  Letter  of  William  Coopev,  clerk  of  the  committee  of  correspondence 
in  Bosloii,  to  the  committee  of  correspondence  in  Newport. — Boston,  March 

29,  mi. 
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CHAP,  to  those  of  civil  governor  over  a  rebellious  province. 

^^^  Four  regiments  of  troops  were  ordered  to  accompany 
1774,    Gage  to  his  destination.    The  new  governor  was  instruct- 
P"    ed  to  send  homo  the  chiefs  of  the  insurrection,  especially 
Samuel  Adams,  Ilancock,  and  Wan'en,  for  trial. 

Yet  one  more  effort  was  made  in  the  British  Parlia- 
ment for  reconciliation.  It  was  proposed  to  repeal  the 
19.  duty  on  tea.  In  the  debate  that  ensued,  Edmund  Burke 
delivered  that  splendid  oration,  the  first  in  the  seiies  of 
his  published  works,  which  might  Lave  saved  an  empire 
had  its  eloquence  and  arguments  availed  aught  against 
the  foregone  conclusion  of  the  Commons  and  the  ministry. 
38.  The  next   act   against  Massachusetts   was   a  virtual 

abrogation  of  the  chai-ter,  vesting  all  power  in  the  gov- 
ernor, and  abolishing  town  meetings,  except  for  the  elec- 
tion of  local  officers.  Tliis  was  followed  by  a  third  penal 
bill,  transferring  for  trial  to  Nova  Scotia,  or  England,  any 
servants  of  the  crown  who  might  be  charged  with  mui-der 
committed,  in  support  of  government,  in  any  of  tlie  colo- 
nies. A  singular  and  permanent  result  of  this  measure  to 
the  British  people,  was  the  abolishment  of  secret  debates 
in  Parliament.  A  fourth  bill,  revising  the  old  billeting 
act,  provided  for  quartering  troops  in  Boston.  The  fifth 
and  last  act  in  this  legislative  drama,  called  the  Quebec 
act,  designed  to  prevent  the  union  of  Canada  witli  the 
other  colonies,  guaranteed  the  church  property  to  the 
Prench  Eoman  Catholics,  restored  the  civil  law,  and  ex- 
tended the  boundai'ies  of  the  province  to  the  Mississippi 
on  the  weet  and  the  Ohio  on  the  south.  All  of  these  biUs, 
introduced  in  rapid  succession,  were  pt^sed  by  very  large 
majorities.  But  the  tragedy  of  Lord  ICorth  was  rehearsed 
in  Parliament  with  greater  success  than  attended  its  re- 
ception by  the  American  people. 

May  4.  -A-t  the  meeting  for  election,  the  Assembly  ordered  a 
census  of  the  colony  to  be  taken,  and  appointed  one  man 
in  each  town  for  that  pui-pose.  The  result  showed  the 
entire  population  to  be  59,678,  of  whom  5i,43o  were 
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whites,  3,761  blacks,  and  1,483  Indians.'     lienewed  at-  CHAP, 
tention  to  military  matters  began  to  be  sliowii.     Arming     ^^' 
and  drilling  were  undertaken  at  private  expense.     A  de-    1774. 
termined  spirit  was  aroused,  ■which  contemplated  further    ^^ 
and  united  resistance  to  British  aggression.     The  House 
of  Deputies  of  Rhode  Island  had  sent  a  circular  to  all  the 
colonies,  urging  immediate  union  for  tho  common  safety. 
Favorable  rephea  had  already  been  received  from  the 
greater  number.     Important  events  now  succeeded  each 
other  in  rapid  succession.     The  news  of  the  Boston  Port      10. 
Bill  hastened   the  crisis.      A  conference  of  committees 
from  the  neighboring  towns  was  called  at  Boston,  and  on 
the  day  that  it  met,  JVIetcalf  Bowler,°  Speaker  of  the     jg  ■ 
Ehode  Island  Assembly,  brought  to  them  the  joyfid  news 
that  every  government  had  acceded  to  the  proposals  of 
the  chcular,  and  the  prehminaries  for  a  umon  were  com- 
plete.    The  next  day  Gen.  Gage  amved,  and  landed  at     is. 
Castle  "William,  -where  Hutchinson  had  some  time  before 
taken  refuge.     After  a  delay  of  fom-  days  at  the  c^tle,  he     17. 
made  his  public  entry  into  Boston,  amid  salutes  and  ap- 
propriate civic  tokens  of  respect. 

On  the  same  day  the  people  of  Providence,  assembled 
in  town  meeting,  formally  proposed  the  last  remaining 
act  necessary  to  a  union  of  the  colonies — tho  Continental 
Congress,  The  idea  had  become  familiar  to  the  popular 
mind ;  it  had  been  proposed  in  the  addresses  of  public 

'  Newport  confalnad  9,209  mhabitanb!,  and  Providence  4,321.  The 
number  of  families  in  Provideaca  waa  655,  and  of  dwelling-liouses,  421.  In 
tliis  census,  ontj  tliose  actually  at  liomc  at  the  time  were  counted.  Seamen, 
and  other  tempocnry  absentees,  were  omitted.  The  returns  were  rnade  at 
the  June  eeadoQ.  The  population  by  counties  was ;  Newport,  15,929 ;  Prov- 
idence, 19,206;  Kings,  13,366;  Kent,  7,888;  Bristol,  2,789. 

'  Hon.  Metcalf  Bonier  died  at  PrOTidenoe,  September  19,  1789,  at  an 
advanced  ago.  He  waa  an  eminent  merchant  in  Newport  prior  to  the 
French  war  and  down  to  the  Bevolution,  at  ivhioh  time  he  was  among  the 
most  active  frienda  of  liberty.  For  several  jeavs  be  was  a  Judge  of  the 
Superior  Court,  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Deptitiea.  He  lost  big  ample 
fortune  daring  the  war,  and  at  the  return  of  peace  removed  to  Providence, 
where  he  kept  a  boarding-house  until  bis  death. 
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CHAP,  speaJrers,  and  suggested  ty  committees  of  correspondence ; 
..^_-i,  but  the  formal  proposition  had  never  yet  been  made  by 
l7T4.  any  responsible  and  authorized  body.  The  movement  had 
2^^  not  received  the  sanction  of  any  legally  constituted  au- 
thority, until  made  at  this  meeting  of  the  freemen  of  Prov- 
idence. "We  therefore  claim  for  Rhode  Island  the  distin- 
guished honor  of  maliing  the  first  explicit  movement, 
for  a  general  congress,'  and  a  few  weeks  later  her  legisla- 
ture was  also  the  very  first  to  elect  delegates  to  that  Con- 
gress. After  resolving  "  that  this  town  will  heartily  j  oin  " 
with  the  other  colonies  in  defence  of  their  rights,  the 
second  resolution  proposes :  "  That  the  deputies  of  this 
town  be  requested  to  use  their  influence  at  tlie  approach- 
ing session  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  colony,  for 
promoting  a  Congkebs  as  soon  as  may  be,  of  tlie  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  General  Assemblies  of  the  several  colo- 
nies and  provinces  of  !N"oi-th  America,  for  establishing  the 
firmest  Union,  and  adopting  such  measures  as  to  them 
shall  appear  the  most  effectual  to  answer  that  important 
purpose ;  and  to  agree  upon  proper  methods  for  executing 
the  same."  The  next  expresses  sympathy  with  the  op- 
pressed people  of  Boston,  and  recommends  "  a  universal 
stoppage  of  all  trade  with  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  AMca, 

'  Mr.  Bauorofl,  History  U,  S.,  vol  vii.,  p.  40,  givea  this  honor  fo  New- 
York,  beoaUEe  the  old  committee  of  correspondence  of  tlie  Sons  of  Libert  j 
in  that  city,  nhea  about  to  re^gn  tlieir  duUes  to  a  new  and  larger  commit- 
tee, on  the  16th  of  May,  the  day  hefore  the  Providence  meeting,  "proposed 
— and  they  were  the  first  to  propose — 'a  general  congress.'"  Many  of  the 
legislative  and  municipal  committees  of  correspondence  in  Maesachasetts, 
Bhode  laland,  Virginia,  and  elsewhere,  had,  before  this  time,  suggested  the 
idea  of  a  congress.  John  Hancock  had  proposed  it  in  a  public  meeting  on 
the  Bth  of  March  at  Boston.  But  none  of  these  EuggestioQs  irere,  so  to 
speali,  ollicial.  The;  were  the  natural  emanations  of  patriotic  spirits,  en- 
titled to  epeak  for  themselves  alone.  It  would  be  diiBcult  to  say  where  the 
honor  really  belonga  if  we  are  to  award  it  to  the  originator  of  the  idea  of  a 
congress  at  this  crias;  whether  it  came  from  some  individual  thinker,  or  was 
first  developed  by  some  committee  of  correspondence.  In  either  case,  the 
earliest  action  on  the  subject  that  carried  with  it  the  weight  of  established 
autboiity,  vias  that  recorded  in  the  text. 
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and  the  West  Indies,  until  auclt  time  as  the  port  of  Eoston  chap, 
shall  be  reinstated  in  its  former  privileges."  ^^^ 

Another  subject  of  historical  interest  WEis  acted  upon  1TT4. 
by  this  meeting.  A  man  dying  intestate  and  -without  ^t^ 
heirs,  his  property,  which  included  six  negroes,  fell  to  the 
town.  The  meeting  voted  that  "  it  is  unbecoming  the 
character  of  freemen  to  enelave  the  said  negroes,"  re- 
nounced their  claim,  and  toot  them  under  their  protec- 
tion. CaiTying  out  the  same  idea  to  its  logical  result, 
they  resolved,  "  as  personal  liberty  is  an  essential  part  of 
the  natural  rights  of  mankind,"  to  petition  the  Assembly 
to  prohibit  the  further  importation  of  slaves,  and  to  de- 
clare that  all  negroes  born  in  the  colony  should  be  free 
after  a  certain  age. 

A  letter  sympathizing  with  the  people  of  Boston,  was      19. 
sent  from  "Westerly,  and  a  public  meeting,  held  at  New-      20. 
port,  made  common  cause  with  that  town,  and  united  in 
the  non-importation  project. 

The  legislature  of  Yirginia  was  dissolved  by  the  gov-  ^^■ 
emor  for  its  adhesion  to  the  cause  of  liberty.  The  mem- 
bers met  immediately,  and  advised  a  Continental  Con- 
gress, which  was  communicated  to  Khode  Island,  the  28. 
news  of  whose  action  on  that  subject  had  not  reached 
"Williamsbm'g,  and  to  the  other  colonies,  by  their  commit- 
tee of  con'cspondence.  Thus  spontaneously  did  the  idea 
of  a  congress  shape  itself,  almost  at  the  same  moment,  and 
without  mutual  eonsidtation,  in  communities  remote  from 
each  other. 

The  day  on  which  the  Boston  Port  Bill  toot  effect,    Jane 
which  Virginia  had  set  apai-t  as  a  day  of  fasting  and 
prayer,  and  almost  every  other  colony  observed  as  a  day 
of  mourning.  Gov.  Hutdiinson  saUed  for  England.    The 
next  day  news  ©f  the  passage  of  two  of  the  other  penal      S- 
bills  was  received  in  Eoston.     The  non-importation  league 
was  prepared,  and  sent  to  every  town  in  Massachusetts,      6. 
agreeing  to  suspend  all  trade  with  Great  Britain,  and  aU 
consumption  of  her  fabrics  after  the  month  of  A 
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'.  While  tlic  General  Court  of  Massachusetts,  to  whom, 
by  common  consent,  had  been  assigned  the  honor  of  fixing 
.  a  time  and  place  for  the  meeting  of  Congress,  were  arrang- 
'  ing  this  important  business  at  Salem,  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  Rhode  Mand  met  at  Newport,  and  elected  Stephi 
HopMns  and  Samuel  "Ward  as  delegates  to  the  Oongres 
At  the  same  time  they  passed  a  saies  of  six  resolutions, 
counselling  union,  and  aii  immediate  meeting  of  OongresB 
to  petition  for  redress,  and  to  devise  measures  to  secure 
their  rights,  and  also  recommending  annual  sessions  of  the 
Congi-ess,  The  Speaker  was  ordered  to  send  copies  of 
these  resolves  to  all  the  other  colonies.  Thus  Rhode 
Island,  as  she  had  been  the  first,  through  the  means  of 
town  meetings,  to  propose  a  Continental  Congre^,  was 
also  the  earliest  to  appoint  delegates  to  attend  it.  It  is 
significant  of  the  unanimity  of  the  people  in  this  matter, 
that  the  two  delegates  selected,  were  the  ex-governors 
whose  rival  parties  had  for  so  many  years  divided  the 
councils  of  the  colony. 

ITiUtary  mattera,  naturally  enough,  were  next  consid- 
ered. The  stoi'es  at  Fort  George  were  examined.  The 
charter  of  the  Providence  county  Artillery,  granted  thirty 
years  before,  was  amended  by  a  change  of  name  to  the 
"  Cadet  Company,"  the  corps  was  officered  on  a  regimen- 
tal basis,  and  the  right  of  the  line  assigned  to  it  in  express 
terms,  to  avoid  any  future  "  dispute  and  altercation." 
The  Light  Infantry  Company  of  Providence,  to  consist  of 
one  hundred  men,  was  then  chartered,  and  its  station  ap- 
pointed to  be  "  in  front  of  the  left  wing  of  the  regiment." 
The  Assembly  appointed  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  in 
view  of  the  troubles  threatening  the  conntiy,  and  with 
especial  reference  to  the  distresses  of  Massachusetts.  A 
vote  of  commiseration  for  the  poor  of  Boston,  with  a 
promise  of  future  assistance,  was  passed. 

The  subject  of  slavery,  which  four  years  before  had 
received  attention,  was  again  considered, 
of  the  action  of  the  town  of  Providence.    "  As 
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are  desirous  of  enjoying  all  the  advantages  of  liberty  them-  chap. 
selves,  should  be  willing  to  extend  personal  liberty  to 
others,"  reads  the  preamble,  and  then  proceeds  to  enact  1774. 
"  that  for  the  future  no  negro  or  mulatto  slave  shall  be  ^'^'^ 
brought  into  this  colony,"  or  if  any  were  brooght  in  they 
shonld  thereby  become  free,  except  tlie  servants  of  passing 
travellers,  or  of  British  colonists,  residing  here  for  a  term 
of  years,  who  on  their  departure  should  take  their  slaves 
with  them,  or  negroes  brought  from  Africa  by  way  of  the 
"West  Indies,  whose  owners  should  give  bonds  to  export 
them  within  one  year.  To  prevent  slaves  being  brought 
here  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  their  freedom,  and  so 
becoming  a  charge  upon  the  pubhc,  a  fine  was  prescribed, 
which  was  also  attached  to  the  harboring  any  slave  thus 
introduced.  In  this  decided  action,  Ehode  Island  again 
took  the  lead  of  all  her  sister  colonies.  The  earliest  law 
against  slavery  to  be  found  in  the  pages  of  AmericEvn  hiS' 
tory,  save  only  an  imperfect  statute  of  MasBaehusetts^ 
somewhat  eai'lier,  but  much  less  explicit,  was  enacted  by 
Ehode  Island  in  1652.'  Tlie  sentiments  of  the  people, 
adverse  to  the  system,  were  afterwards  expressed  from 
time  to  time  in  various  statutes  relating  to  the  subject, 
but  of  late  years  attention  had  been  drawn  to  it  more 
directly  by  the  free  discussion  that  for  some  time  had 
been  going  on  in  the  papers  and  pamphlets  of  the  day. 
This  discussion  had  led,  four  yeai's  birfore,  to  a  proposal 
in  the  Assembly,  of  the  measure  now  enacted,  and  of 
which  the  immediate  cause  appears  to  have  been  that 
which  moved  the  people  of  Providence  in  their  action,  and 
is  recited  in  the  preamble. 

This  Aesembly  granted  a  lottery  of  two  thousand 
pounds  for  erecting  the  new  church  of  the  First  Baptist 
Society  in  Providence,  which  was  completed  and  occu- 
pied tlie  follo^ving  May.  They  also  incorporated  the 
First  Congregational  Church  at  Newport,  being  the  sixth 

'  Sec  clinp.  yiii.,  vol.  i.,  p.  240. 
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CHAP.  Charter  of  the  kind  gi-aiited  in  the  colony.  Rev.  Samiiel 
,^^  Hopkins  was  pastor  of  this  church.  His  views  on  certain 
1774.  doctrinal  points  were  pecnliar,  and  were  enforced  with 
^""^  the  energy  of  conviction,  and  the  ability  of  a  solid  intel- 
lect, giving  rise  to  a  religious  party  called  from  his  name, 
Hopkinsians.  His  writings  upon  all  questions  display 
remarkable  power,  and  his  ti'acts  on  slavery  doubtless 
aided  to  effect  the  abolition  of  the  system  in  this  colony, 
as  above  recorded.  The  distinctive  doctrine  in  the  Hop- 
kinsian  tlieology,  was  the  addition  to  the  five  points  of 
Calvinism  of  a  milder  element  of  charity,  making  piety 
to  consist  in  pm-e  benevolence,  and  ranking  selfishness 
among  the  greatest,  as  it  is  the  most  common  of  sins. 

ao.  The  fast  day  appointed  by  the  Assembly,  was  observed 

with  great  solenmity  throughout  the  colony.     Ships  of 

July  war  with  more  troops  began  to  arrive  at  Boston,  The 
town  assumed  the  appearance  of  a  vast  camp,  business 
was  suspended,  and  much  distress  prevailed  among  the 
poorer  classes.  From  every  part  of  the  country  contribu- 
tions of  money  and  provisions  were  made  for  their  relief. 
^"S-    A  town  meeting  in  Providence  instructed  tJieir  deputies 

jq'  to  procure  a  gi-ant  of  money  from  the  colony,  to  be  made 
in  behalf  of  Boston,     A  similar  meeting  was  held  at  !New- 

22.  port.  The  General  Assembly  met  at  Greenwich,  but 
nothing  of  importance  was  done,  except  to  incorporate  the 
Congregational  Church  in  that  town,  which  had  recently 

39.     been  formed.     Subscriptions  were  raised  in  Greenwich  to 

3{i_  purchase  provisions  for  Boston,  and  the  next  day  at  New- 
port the  town  appointed  a  committee  to  receive  donations 
for  tlie  same  object.  In  Jamestown,  Westeriy,  and  other 
towns,  liberal  sums  were  given  for  this  purpose.  Many 
citizens  left  the  beleaguered  town  in  seai'ch  of  work,  and 
others,  friendly  to  the  British  government,  sought  refuge 
abi-oad  from  popular  odium.  Among  these  latter,  one 
Jonathan  Simpson,  a  hardware  dealer,  came  to  Provi- 
dence,    His  Tory  viewswere  disliked  by  the  people,  who 

20.     one  Saturday  night  covered  his  doors  and  windows  with 
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tar  and  feathers.     On  Monday  he  prudently  returned  to  chap. 
Boston.     In  the  same  week,  one  De  Shazro,  a  tinman,     ^^■ 
came  from  Boston  intending  to  settle  at  Providence,  but    lT74. 
the  inhabitants,  knowing  him  to  be  a  Tory,  warned  him    -^"^■ 
away,  and  he  went  back  the  next  day.    A  meeting  was 
soon  after  held  to  protest  against  the  town  being  made  a     so, 
resort  for  the  enemies  of  the  coimtry,  and  to  request  the 
comicil  legally  to  remove  any  such  persons,  in  order  to 
pi'event  further  breaches  of  the  peace.     That  night  some 
riotous  demonstrations  occurred,  in  consequence  of  which 
another  meeting  was  held  to  protest  against  such  proceed-      31: 
ings,  and  to  insist  upon  the  supremacy  of  the  laws. 

The  seizure  by  Gage  of  a  large  quantity  of  powder  SepL 
and  some  cannon  belonging  to  the  province,  caused  great  ^■ 
excitement.  All  over  Massachusetts  and  a  portion  of 
Connecticut,  under  Gen,  Putnam,  the  people  arose  in 
threatening  attitude,  and  began  to  march  towards  Boston. 
The  eoimsellore  -whom  Gage  had  selected,  were  compelled 
to  resign  their  seats,  and  while  these  tumults  were  in  pro- 
gress. Gage  suggested  to  the  ministry  the  employment  of 
Indians  to  fight  against  America — a  scheme  which  stirred 
the  indignant  eloquence  of  Oliatham  and  Burke  to  utter, 
alt]iough  in  vain,  those  gi'eat  master-pieces  of  British 
oratory  against  this  climax  of  cruelty.  A  siege  was.  now 
impending  from  the  land  side  of  the  town,  and  to  preserve 
his  position.  Gage  commenced  to  fortify  Boston  Neck.  5. 
The  same  day  the  Continental  Congress  met  at  Philadel- 
phia. 

Twelve  colonies,  Georgia  alone  being  imrepresented, 
sent  fifty-three  delegates  to  tliat  body.  It  was  agi'eed  to 
vote  by  colonies,  and  that  each  should  have  one  vote.  Tlie 
destinies  of  America  hung  upon  the  deliberations  of  tliat 
noble  band.  They  adopted  a  Declaration  of  Eights,  and 
recommended  an  "  American  Association "  to  sustain 
them,  the  chief  articles  of  which  were,  non-intercourse 
with  Great  Britain,  till  then-  grievances  should  be  re- 
dressed, abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  encouragement  of 
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CHAP,  home  indtisti-y,  and  the  appointment  of  eommitteea  of  in- 
,___^  Bpection  in  every  town  and  distiiet,  to  see  that  its  terms 
1774.    were  kept  inviolate.     They  also  adopted  a  petition  to  the 
Sept.    ;K;ing^  letters  to  the  other  Bi-itish  colonies,  addressee  to  the 
Oaiiadiaiia,  and  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  and  votes 
of  thanks  to  the  friends  of  America  in  ParHament,     In- 
dependence was  not  yet  thought  of,  but  hopes  of  recon- 
ciliation were  still  entertained. 
IS.  A  serious  riot  occurred  at  Providence,  the  first  that 

we  have  noticed  arising  from  the  hcense  question.  One 
McCam  had  been  informed  against  for  keeping  an  un- 
licensed di'am-shop.  He  and  his  friends  made  search  at  ' 
night  for  the  informer.  Joseph  Mghtengale,  with  a  few 
other  gentlemen  attempted  to  dissuade  them.  The  mob 
afterward  surrounded  the  house  of  Col.  Nightengale,  and 
]McCam  attacked  him  with  a  cutlass,  inflicting  several 
wounds.  The  citizens  soon  dispersed  the  mob,  aiTesting 
several  of  them,  who  were  committed  to  jail  for  trial.  A 
13.  more  serious  affair  took  place  at  East  Greenwich,  requn- 
ing  militaiy  aid  from  Providence  to  restore  peace. 
Stephen  Ax-nold,  of  "Warwick,  a  Judge  of  Common  Pleas, 
unjustly  charged  with  Tory  principles?,  had  been  hung  in 
effigy  at  Greenwich.  A  mob  of  several  himdred  people 
from  "Warwick,  threatened  to  destroy  the  vOlage  in  re- 
venge for  the  insult  put  npon  then  townsman.  Deputy- 
Governor  Sessions  ordered  the  Cadets  and  Light  Infantry 
to  Greenwich,  to  support  the  sheriff.  A  parley  ensued, 
which  resulted  in  Judge  Arnold's  making  a  written  ac- 
knowledgment of  his  wrong  in  coimtenancing  a  riot,  while 
he  maintained  his  right  to  freely  express  his  views,  and 
declaimed  himself  opposed  to  the  scheme  for  taxing  America. 
This  declaration  being  pnbhcly  read  by  him,  both  of  the 
excited  crowds  dispersed  peaceably,  and  the  soldiers  re- 
turned home. 
gg_  Tl^e  town  of  Scituate  chose  a  committee  of  correspond- 

ence, and  collected   donations  for  the  relief  of  Boston. 
Bristol,  Warren,  North  and  South  liangstown,  Gloucester, 
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I^orth  Providence,  Coventry,  Sinithfield,  Johnston,  Tiver-  ohap- 
ton,  and  East  Greenwich  were  active  in  the  same  cause,  .^.^ 
and  sent  large  droves  of  sheep  to  the  distressed  Bosto-    1TT4. 
niana.'    Great  activity  prevailed  in  organizing  tlie  militia. 
At  Pawtuxet,  Warren,  East  Greenwicli,  and  other  towns, 
companies  were  formed,  and  those  in  Providence  were  in- 
creased by  a  gi-enadier,  an  artillery,  and  a  cavalry  corps. 

Massachusetts,  where,  Gage  having  refused  to  qualify  Oct.  5. 
the  General  Court  at  Salem,  a  provincial  convention  was      7. 
formed,  which  met  at  Concord-  and  assumed  the  govern-     11. 
ment,  subject  to  the  action  of  the  General  Congress,  was 
in  a  complete  state  of  revolution. 

An  order  in  eoimcil  was  issued  at  tliis  time,  to  pro-  19. 
hihit  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammunition  from  Great 
Britain.  Dartmouth  notified  the  colonies  to  seize  any 
military  stores  that  might  be  there  imported,  contrary  to 
this  decree.  Tlie  action  taken  upon  it  in  Ehode  Island, 
as  soon  as  it  became  known,  was  chai'acteristic,  decisive, 
and  aa  the  event  proved,  contagious. 

The  day  on  which  Congi'ess  dissolved,  the  General      26. 
Assembly  met  at  Providence.     A  tax  of  fom'  thousand 
pounds,  as  last  year,  was  laid  upon  the  colony.     Military 

'  In  the  Mass.  Eiat.  Society  archivea  the  correspondence  of  the  Boston 
committee  with  the  eontribntore  to  the  cehef  of  the  poor  in  that  town  in 
m4-S,  is  preserved.  MS.  copies  of  all  tlieso  letters  that  related  to  Ehode 
Island  ace  now  in  the  hands  of  the  writer.  Since  these  were  made,  tie 
greater  part  have  been  publifilied  in  iv.  Mass.  Hist.  Cols.,  vol.  4.  The  dates 
of  the  aelion  of  the  towns  above  ennmerated,  and  of  others  on  the  same 
snbject,  menUoned  in  these  pages,  with  the  araount  and  kind  of  donaOons 
sent  by  each  are  speciSed  in  the  correspondence,  but  the  enumeration  of 
each  of  these  particulars  would  require  more  space  than  our  limits  afford. 
We  give  them  m  a  note,  arranged  in  the  order  in  which,  from  the  dates  of 
the  correspondence,  it  appears  the  donations  were  sent; — Sdtuate  120 
sheep,  Gloucester  96,  Smithtield  160,  Johnston  67,  East  Greenwich  26  aheep 
and  4  osen,  Tiverton  12  sheep,  S.  Kingstown,  136,  Providence  13S  and  £61 
in  cash,  Newport  $1000  or  £300,  Cranston  4  oxen,  N.  Kingstown  10  sheep, 
Bristol  £4B,  Warivicfc  6  oxen,  K.  Providence  £18.— Total,  860  sheep,  13 
OKen,  £417  in  money,  Little  Oompton  seat  £30,  which  does  not  appear  in 
the  correspondence ;  and  there  were  several  large  subscriptiona  by  private 
persona  besides. 
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s  occupied  tiie  session,  which  lasted  "but  four  days. 

^^-    The  Newport  Light    Lifantiy,   Providence   Grenadiera, 

iTM.  Eentish  Guai'ds,  Pawtuxet  Rangers,  and  Gloucester  Light 

*^'''-     Infantry  were  chartered.     Among  the  applicants  for  these 

ehartei-B,  were  Jonathan  Arnold  for  the  Grenadiers,  and 

Jamea  il.  Vamum,  Christopher  and  E"athaiiiel  Greene, 

and  Archibald   Crary   for  the  Kentish  Gnai'ds— names 

Boon  to  become  illustrious  upon  broader  fields  of  civic 

and  martial  emprise.      The  Providence   county  militia 

were  divided  into  three  regiments,  each  to  he  a  battalion, 

and  the  whole  to  foi-m  one  brigade.     The  Light  Infantry 

29.     held  their  first  dress  parade  at  the  close  of  the  session, 

concluding  with  a  dinner  to  the  company. 
Wot.  The  Rose,  frigate,   Oapt.  Wallace,  was  stationed  at 

^-  ^Newport  for  the  winter,  and  repeated  the  annoyances  of 
the  Gaspee.  Subscriptions  for  the  relief  of  Boston  con- 
31.  tinned.  Providence  sent  a  hundred  and  twenty-five 
pounds ;  Little  Compton  soon  after  voted  thirty  pounds, 
and  Cranston  sent  some  fat  cattle.  The  advice  of  Con- 
gress in  regard  to  the  preservation  of  sheep,  was  com- 

24.  mended  to  tiie  people  of  Providence  by  the  committee  of 
correspondence ;  and  shipments  of  tliese  animals  to  the 
"West  Indies  were  stopped.  ^Newport  was  the  first  town 
in  the  colony  to  adopt  the  recommendations  of  Congress, 

25.  by  appointing  a  temporaiy  committee  of  inspection  to  act 
till  after  the  meeting  of  the  Assembly. 

A  new  Parhament,  the  last  that  was  ever  to  legislate 
for  revolted  America,  had  just  been  elected.  At  its  open- 
so.  ing,  the  King  presented  the  condition  of  the  colonies,  and 
the  rebellion  in  Ma^achusetts  as  the  absorbing  topic. 
The  venerable  Chatham  made  one  more  efi'ort,  in  connec- 
tion with  Franklin,  to  eifect  a  reconciliation.  But  George 
III.,  who  possessed  a  love  of  prerogative  like  that  of 
Elizabeth,  without  her  ability  to  sustaui  it,  would  listen 
Decl.  to  no  accommodation.  The  next  day  was  the  time  set  by 
Congress  for  the  renewal  of  the  non-importation  scheme ; 
that  relating  to   non-exportation  was   deferred  tUl  nine 
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months  later.     A  special  seasion  of  the  General  Assembly  CHAP. 

was  cailed,to  hear  the  reports  of  the  delegates  to  act  upon  ^ 

the  proceedings  of  Oongi-ess.  These  were  received  and  ap-  1774. 
proved,  and  the  same  delegates  were  elected  to  attend  the  ^°' 
next  Congress  in  May.  Tlie  letter  of  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth respecting  military  stores,  was  laid  before  tlie  As- 
sembly, and  immediately  all  the  cannon  and  ammunition 
at  Fort  George,  except  three  guns,  were  ordered  to  be  re- 
moved to  Providence  by  Col,  Nightengale,  with  two  as- 
sistants, tliere  to  be  kept  in  his  charge.  This  was  done 
the  next  day,  more  than  forty  caimon,  with  a  large 
amount  of  powder  and  shot,  being  thus  conveyed  to  a 
place  of  safety.  In  reply  to  a  demand  from  Wallace  for 
an  explanation  of  this  act,  Gov.  Wanton  distinctly  told 
him  it  was  done  to  prevent  him  from  seizing  the  gans, 
and  that  they  would  be  used  against  any  enemy  of  the 
colony.'  A  copy  of  Dartmouth's  circiilar  was  sent  at  once 
to  the  Provincial  Congi-essin  Massachusetts.  The  colony 
fire  arms  at  Newport  were  ordered  to  be  distributed  to 
the  several  counties  in  proportion  to  their  tax  rate.  Four 
new  companies,  the  Scituate  Hunters,  Providence  Artil- 
lery, and  Fusileers,  and  North  Providence  Eangers,  were 
chai'tered,  and  four  brass  fom'-poiinders  were  purchased 
and  loaned  to  the  Providence  Artillery.  The  office  of 
Major-General  was  created,  subject  to  annual  election,  and 
Simeon  Potter,  of  Bristol,  was  chosen  thereto.'  The  mili- 
tia law  was  revised  in  detail,  providing  "  in  what  manner 
the  forces  within  this  colony  shall  march  to  the  assistance 
of  any  of  our  sister  colonies  when  invaded  or  attached." 
The  Assembly  adjoiuned  after  a  busy  session  of  six  days.      10- 

^  This  remOYal  of  the  cannon  and  stores,  when  referred  to  at  ail  by 
historians,  has  geDeraily  been  represented  ns  a  movement  of  the  popnlaee, 
lilie  that  ia  New  Hampshire,  which  resulted  from  it;  but  it  will  be  seen 
above  that  it  was  n  deliberate  act  of  the  Assemblj,  and  was  officiUlj  de- 
fended, in  terms  not  to  ba  mistaken,  by  the  governor. 

'  During  Philip's  war,  in  1676,  the  office  of  Major  of  the  colnnv  Tias 
created,  whose  duties  were  those  of  a  Major-Genecal,  but  this  lattei  roihtary 
rank  iras  cat  adopted  till  the  present  time. 
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CHAP,  The  action  of  Rhode  Island  in  diBmantling  Fort 
3^  George  was  eommumoated  to  the  people  of  Portamonth, 
1774.    New  Hampshire,  who  at  once  took  forcible  jDossession  of 

^^-  the  castle  in  that  harbor,  eaiiied  away  a  hundred  barrela 
of  powder,  and  tQie  next  day,  returning  in  greater  force, 
seized  all  tlie  cannon  and  other  stores.'  On  the  same 
night  a  slight  riot  occiured  at  ^Newport,  the  mob  doing 
damage  to  the  houses  of  some  of  the  officers  of  customs. 
The  leaders  wei-e  arrested  and  punished.    The  temporary 

IS-     committee  of  inspection  at  Newport  was  made  pei'manent, 

17.  and  similar  committees  were  appointed  in  Providence, 
and  the  other  towns.  These  committees  held  monthly 
meetings,  and  their  recommendations  carried  with  them 
the  force  of  law.  The  manufacture  of  fire-arms  began  to 
be  extensively  cari'ied  on  in  Hhode  Island,  and  several  of 
the  chartered  or  independent  companies,  as  they  were 
called,  were  already  fumished  with  home  made  muskets, 
witile  the  easting  of  sixty  heavy  cannon,  besides  field 
1T75.  pieces,  at  the  iron  worJrs,  supereeded  for  a  time  tlie  forg- 
ing  of  cables  and  anchors.  Lord  Dax-tmouth  issued  a  cir- 
cular to  the  governors,  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the  appoint- 
ment of  delegates  to  attend  the  Congress.  But  the  revo- 
lution was  faJi'ly  begun,  and  the  first  regular  battle,  the 
fii'st  blood  shed  siace  the  capture  of  the  Gaepee,  was  soon 
to  take  place. 

Heretofore  we  have  noticed  to  some  extent,  the  pro- 
gress of  events  in  England  and  in  the  other  colonies,  lead- 
ing to  the  final  struggle ;  but  after  this  time  events 
crowd  so  rapidly,  that  our  limits,  as  well  as  the  design 
of  this  work,  require  that  we  confine  ourselves  more  ex- 
clusively to  the  affaire  of  tiiis  colony.  Enlistmeiits  every- 
where proceeded  rapidly,  and  orders  for  ai-ms  from 
Feb.    Providence  were  incessant.     One  hundred  .and  forty  gims 

1^-     were  called  for  by  North  Kingstown.     As  the  time  ap- 


'  Letter  of  Gov.  Wentworth  to  Gov.  Gage,  PoctEinotitli,  T> 
1714,  where  the  cause  of  the  rising  is  stated  as  abore.    Belknap's  New 
Hampahire,  App.  No.  27,  sol.  iii.,  p.  444. 
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proaclied  wlieii,  by  agreement  of  Congress,  the  use  of  tea  chaf- 
was  to  be  suspended,  tlie  committee  of  inspection  at  Prov-  ^.^ 
idence  issued  an  address  to  remind  the  people  of  it,  and  to    1775. 
urge  conformity.     Other  towns  followed  the  same  course.     ■^^■ 
The  day  came.    Tea  ■was  eveiywhere  proscribed.    The  Mfucli 
next  afternoon  some  three  hundred  pomida  of  the  forbid-      ^■ 
den  luxuiy  were  publicly  bmnit  in  market  square,  with      2. 
copies   of  ministerial   dociunents   and    other    obnoxious 
papers.     At  the  same  time  the  word  "  tea  "  was  obliter- 
ated from  the  shop  signs  witli  brush  and  lampblack,  by 
some  ardent  son  of  liberty. 

A  general  muster  of  the  militia  of  the  colony  was  held.    April 
In  the  county  of  Providence,  two  thousand  men,  besides 
a  troop  of  horse,  were  under  arms,  and  in  Kent  county 
nearly  fifteen  hundred.     This  was  exclusive  of  the  char- 
tered companies.     Petums  from  the  other  counties  are  not 
on  record.     The  next  day  the  independent   companies      *■ 
were  reviewed.     Military  enthusiasm  was  universal.     The 
Provincial  Congress  of  Massachusetts  resolved  to  raise  an      g. 
anny,  and  requested  the  other  Kew  England  colonies  to 
furnish  their  quotas  for  the  common  defence.     Tlie  critical 
moment  was  at  hand.     Gage  secretly  sent  a  force  at  mid- 
night to  captm'e  some  military  stores  at  Concord.     Beach- 
ing the  village  of  Lexington  towards  sunrise,  they  came     10. 
upon  a  body  of  minute-men  at  driU,    A  fight  ensued,  tlie 
provincials  were  dispersed,  and  the  British  advanced  to 
Concord,  whei'e  they  desti'oyed  the  stores.     But  the  alarm 
had  spread,  and  minute-men  poured  in  from  ever;'  side, 
repulsed  the  enemy,  and  drove  them  bach  to  Cbai'lestown. 
The  war  had  begun  in  earnest. 

Kews  of  the  battle  of  Lexington  reached  Providence 
the  same  night.  Expresses  were  sent  ofi'  to  the  otlier 
towns  aud  to  Connecticut.  The  miHtaiy  a^embled,  and  20, 
the  next  day  a  tliousand  men  were  on  their  march  from 
Providence  for  the  scene  of  sti-ife,  but  were  countermand- 
ed by  expresses  from  Lexington.  The  Assembly  convened  21. 
immediately  at  Providence.     Ammunition  was  distributed      23. 
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CHAP,  among  all  the  towns.  Tlie  Providence  Ai'tillery  and 
Fusileer  companies  were  nnited  under  one  charter,  and 
1T75.  are  now  known  as  tlie  Providence  United  Train  of  Artil- 
lerj.  A  day  of  fasting  and  prayer  was  appointed. 
Nathaniel  Greene  and  William  Bradford  were  sent  to 
Connecticut  to  consult  with  the  Assembly  of  that  colony 
for  tlie  common  defence.  An  "  army  of  observation,"  to 
consist  of  fifteen  hundred  men,  wae  voted  to  be  raised  at 
once.  Tlie  governor,  deputy-governor,  and  two  assist- 
ants, protested  against  this  levy  as  an  act  of  wai-,  and  a 
violation  of  their  oaths  of  allegiance,  Ab  the  presence  of 
the  enemy  rendered  Newport  an  unsafe  place  for  future 
deliberations,  it  was  decided  to  hold  the  ensuing  election 
at  Providence. 
April  On  the  same  day  that  these  important  measures  were 
23.  adopted  in  Rhode  Island,  the  Maseachusetts  Congress 
voted  to  raise  an  army  of  tliirteen  thousand  six  hundred 
men,  and  to  call  on  the  otlier  New  England  colonies  to 
make  iip  tlie  force  to  thirty  thousand.  The  King's  ships 
continued  to  annoy  the  commerce  in  the  bay.  Two  ves- 
sels loaded  with  flour  belonging  to  John  Brown,  who  was 
on  board  of  one  of  them  coming  from  Newport,  were 
36.  seized.  ■  Mr.  Brown  was  sent  in  one  of  the  prizes,  with 
the  greater  part  of  the  flour  to  Boston,  but  was  soon  re- 
leased by  Gen.  Gage,  and  allowed  to  return  home. 
Feb.  Parhament,  in  a  joint  address  to  tlie  throne,  had  taken 

'■       stroag  ground  against  the  colonies.    Tliis  was  followed  by 
a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons,  passed  at  the  in- 
jjgj.     stigation  of  LordNorth,  conciliatory  in  its  tone,  hut  intend- 
8.      ed  simply  to  divide  the  colonies.     Dartmouth  enclosed 
this  resolution  m  a  long  and  carefully  framed  circular  to 
the  colonies,  urging  their  acceptance  of  the  conditions  of 
peace  therein  i>roposed.     These  papers  were  sent  to  the 
^yS.  Assembly  l)j  Gov.  Wanton,  whose  ■presence  was  prevent- 
ed by  illness,  with  a  letter  deprecating  their  action  at  tlie 
recent  session,  and  asking  tlieu'  calm  consideration  of  the 
condition  of  the  colony — in  other  words,  opposing  any 
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further  resistance.     The  next  day  the  Assembly  met,  and  CHAP, 
proceeded  as  usual  to  the  choice  of  oflcera.     At  the  gen-  _^^ 
era!  election,  ■which  took  place  on  the  day  of  tiie  battle  of   1775. 
Lexington,  the  same  genera!  officers  had  been  chosen,  htit    ^"^' 
several  now  declined  to  serve,  and  others  were  chosen  m 
their  etead.     Among  these  was  deputy-governor  Sessions, 
in  whose  place  Nicholas  Oooke  was  elected.     Pour  new 
assistants  were  also  chosen  in  grand  committee  to  fill 
vacaneies.     A  committee  of  safety,  composed  of  two  from 
Providence  and  one  from   each   other  county,  was   ap- 
pointed, who  were  to  furnish  and  pay  the  ti'oops,  and  with 
the  two  highest  niilitaiy  officers,  were  to  direct  the  move- 
ments of  tlie  army  of  observation,  if  required  to  march 
beyond  the  colony.     Tliey  were  also  to  send  to  Congi'esa 
an  account  of  the  expenses  of  raising  this  army.'     The 
offices  of  State  were  removed  to  Providence. 

The  boldest  aot  of  legislation  recorded  in  any  of  the  May  3. 
colonies,  up  to  this  time,  was  now  performed  by  this  As- 
sembly, in  suspending  Joseph  Wanton  from  the  office  of 
governor,  to  which  he  had  just  been  elected  for  tlie 
seventh  time.  He  had  protested  against  the  act  for  raising 
the  army  of  observation ;  he  had  neglected  to  issue  his 
proclamation  for  the  fast-day  appointed  by  the  Assembly ; 
he  had  failed  to  be  present  to  take  the  oath  of  office  at 
this  session ;  and  he  now  refused  to  sign  the  commission 
for  the  officers  of  the  new  army ;  "  by  all  which  he  hath 
manifested  his  intentions  to  defeat  the  good  people  of 
these  colonies  in  their  present  glorious  struggle  to  trans- 
mit inviolate  to  posterity  those  sacred  rights  they  have 
received  from  their  anc^tors."  The  magistrates  were 
therefore  forbidden  to  administer  to  him  the  official  oath, 
unless  in  open  Assembly,  "  according  to  the  mivaried 

'  The  committee  of  safety  were  Willinm  Elchmond  for  Newport,  John 
Smith  and  Dimiel  Tillinghast  for  Providence,  John  Northup  for  Kings,  Wil- 
liam Bradford  for  Bristol,  and  Jacob  Greene  for  Kent.  Captain  Joseph  Stan- 
ton, jr.,  for  King's  county,  waa  afterivatda,  June  2S,  added  to  this  commit- 
tee. In  "  Men  and  Times  of  the  Revolution,  or  Memoirs  of  Elkiuiah  Wataon," 
on  pp.  20-28,  is  an  account  of  Mr.  Brovra'a  capture,  and  of  tho  espediUon 
sent  out  from  Flymoath  to  [escue  him. 
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CHAP,  practice,"  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Assembly,  and 
,_, '  '__^  until  the  oath  was  thus  taken  he  was  discL^alified  from 
1775.    acting  as  governor.     Henry  Ward,  Secretary,  was   em- 
powered to  sign  aU  commissions,  civil  or  militaiy,  and 
the  deputy-governor  was  authoi-ized  to  convene  the  As- 
senihly  at  his  discretion. 

The  army  was  formed  into  one  hrigade  of  tliree  regi- 
ments, composed  of  eight  companies  each,  with  a  train 
of  ai'tillei-y ;  the  whole  imder  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  Kathaniel  Greene.  Each  regiment  was  to  occnpy 
the  flanks  and  centre  in  rotation,  to  preserve  their  equality 
of  rant,  and  the  same  mlewas  to  be  observed  among  the 
field  ofiicers.'     Bills  of  credit  to  the  amount  of  twenty 

'  One  regiment  was  raised  in  tlie  oonnlJes  of  Newport  and  Bvistol  under 
Colonel  Thomas  Church,  one  in  Providence  under  Colonel  Daiiiel  Hitchcock, 
and  one  Jn  Kent  nud  Kings  under  Colonel  James  M.  Tarnum.  The  officers 
were,  of  Colonel  Chnrch'fi  regiment,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  William  Turner  Mil- 
ler; Major,  Joliu  Forrester;  Captaina-LIeutenant,  William  Ladd,  Matthew 
Allen,  John  Topham ;  Capbuiis,  Sion  Mor^ndale,  Thomas  Tew,  Jonathan 
Browuell,  Benjamin  Seabury,  and  of  the  artilleiy,  John  Crane;  Lieutenants, 
Nathaniel  Church,  James  Smith,  George  Tennaut,  Benjamin  Linmon,  Jona- 
than Simmons,  Sylvanna  Shaw,  Gilbert  Manchester,  and  of  the  artillery, 
Joseph  Balch,  Captain-Lieut. ;  Ensigns,  Cornelius  Briggs,  James  Brown,  jr., 
Stephen  Tripp,  James  Child,  2d,  Christopher  Bonnet,  Godfrey  Brown, 
Israel  Churob.  Of  Colonel  Hitohcock'a  regiment,  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Ezekiel  Cornell ;  Major,  Israel  Angel;  Captain-Lioutenants,  Simeon  Tbayer, 
Stephen  Khnbal!,  John  Meld ;  Captains,  Andrew  Waterman,  John  Angell, 
ir  Ohiey,  Jeremiah  Olney,  Nathaniel  Blackmac;  Lieutenants,  John 
r,  Jonathan  Smith,  David  Richmond,  William  Aldrieb,  Coggeshall  Olney, 
Ephrnam  Bowen,  jr.,  Levi  Tower,  Samuel  Thornton ;  En^gns,  William  Pot- 
ter, George  Dorrance,  jr.,  Samuel  Biaek,  David  Dexter,  jr.,  Stephen  Olney, 
Cyprian  Sterry,  Nathaniel  Field,  Abraham  Tourtellot.  Of  Colonel  Vamum's 
regmient,  Lieutenant-CohDuel,  James  Babcock;  Miyor,  Christopher  Greene; 
Captam  Lieutenants,  Archibald  Orary,  John  Hoxsie,  Edmund  Johnson ; 
Captains,  Thomas  Holden,  Samuel  Ward,  jr.,  James  Gardiner,  Christopher 
Gaidmei,  jr  ,  John  Randal] ;  Lieutenants,  John  S.  Deiler,  Jonathan  Bates, 
Jp ,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Barton,  Elijah  Lewis,  Thomas  Phillips,  Nathaniel 
Hawkins,  Ohver  Clark;  Ensigns,  Joseph  Holloway,  John  Holden,  Joseph 
Arnold,  Joshua  Collins,  Samuel  Bissell,  William  Potter  (son  of  Ichabod),  and 
Stephen  Wells.  Peter  Phillips  was  made  commissary  of  the  army.  The 
field-officers  each  had  command  of  a  oompauy,  and  then;  imraeiiate  subor- 
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thousand  pounds  were  issued,  "bearing  two  and-ar-lialf  per  chap, 
cent,  interest,  and  redeemable  "by  taxation  at  the  end  of  ■^^■ 
two  and  five  years.  Provisions  were  forbidden  to  be  ex-  1776. 
ported  from  the  colony.  Copies  of  these  proceedings  were 
sent  to  Connecticut  and  ITew  York,  Tlie  Assembly  ad-  ■^"J'  '^■ 
jonrned  on  Sunday,  after  a  laborious  and  most  important 
session. 

On  the  day  that  Congress  met  at  Philadelphia,  Tieon-  W. 
deroga  and  Grown  Point,  the  two  strong  fortresses  that 
had  given  so  much  trouble  during  the  French  war,  were 
captured  by  siir^mse,  one  by  Ethan  AUen,  the  other  by 
Seth  Warner.  Congress  still  aimed  at  conciliation.  New 
England  alone  was  resolved  on  independence,  but  the 
time  was  rapidly  approaching  when  but  one  opinion 
would  prevail.  An  American  army  of  some  sixteen 
thousand  men  was  encamped  on  Jamaica  Plains,  and 
daily  receiving  accessions.  About  one  thousand  men  of 
the  Ehode  Island  "  army  of  obseiwation,"  with  the  United 
Train  of  Artillery,  having  tlieir  foiu*  field-pieces,  and  a 
siege  batteiy  of  twelve  eighteen  and  twenty-four-poimders, 
had  marched  to  tlie  scene  of  action  before  tlio  first  of 
June. 

Collisions  between  the  royal  fo]-ces  and  the  people    jme 
were  frequent;  such  an  affair  occurred  at  ISTewjiort  at 
this  time,  but  without  serious  result.     The  committee  of 
inspection  were  active  in  enforcing  the  terms  of  the  Ameri- 
can Association.     In  Provideneo  they  visited  the  stores     13. 
to  see  that  no  goods  were  sold,  at  enhanced  prices,  and  a 
Kttle  later  the  sale  of  mutton  was  forbidden  for  a  time.     July 
The  people  who  would  submit  to  such  restrictions  rather 
than  pay  a  small  duty  on  tea,  showed  a  devotion  to  prin- 
ciple that  was  worthy  of  freedom. 

dinates  irere  known  as  Captaia-Lieutensnls.*  At  the  acyourned  session, 
June  12,  TVllliam  BloiJgett  was  appointed  seoreiarj  to  tha  army;  and  at  the 
eitra  session,  June  28,  John  Martin  was  mado  brigade  surgeon,  and  Charles 
Bowler  was  appointed  baker  to  the  army  of  observation  near  Boston. 

•  This  tille  was  nboUeled,  Mnrch,  ma,  and  those  wLo  heW  it  >7crc  i-cnkcd  as  capMis, 
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CHAP.         TliG  Assembly  met  hj  adjonmment  at  Greenwicli. 

-^-^-  Gov.  "Wanton  appeai-ed,  and  demanded  to  have  the  oath 
17T6,    of  office  administered ;  but  faihng  to  give  satisfaction,  they 

j2^    refused  his  reqnest,  and  continued  the  suspension  act. 

13.  The  next  day  he  addressed  them  a  letter,  explaimng  and 
defending  his  conduct  in  regard  totliefom'  points  objected 
against  him,  but  ■without  effect.  WiUiam  Potter,  one  of 
the  two  assistants  who  had  joined  in  the  protest  against 
the  act  for  raising  an  army,  presented  a  memorial,  align- 
ing his  reasons  for  having  done  so,  espressjng  regret  for 
his  conduct,  and  committing  himself  fully  to  the  cause  of 
liberty ;  in  consideration  of  which  he  was  "  reinstated  in 
the  favor  of"  the  Assembly.  The  ai'ticles  of  war  for  the 
government  of  the  army,  in  fifty-three  sections,  with  a 
patriotic  preamble,  were  adopted,'  and  an  act  to  prevent 
desertion  was  passed.    The  deputy-goveraor  was  requested 

j4  to  write  to  Capt,  "Wallace  of  the  Eose  frigate,  to  inquire 
why  he  annoyed  the  commerce  of  the  colony,  and  to  de- 
mand the  restoration  of  a  packet  detained  by  him.  This 
he  did  at  once  in  a  spirited  letter,  to  which  Wallace  re- 

ig  plied,  without  delay,  ashing  who  Cooke  was,  and  if  the 
colony  was  not  in  a  state  of  rebellion?  The  Assembly 
ordered  both  letters  to  be  printed  in  the  papers.  A  few 
hours  afterwards,  the  detained  packet,  whose  delivery 
had  been  demanded  by  Cooke,  and  which  was  armed  and 
employed  as  a  tender  to  the  Eose,  was  chased  on  to  Co- 
nanicut  shore,  and  captured  by  an  armed  sloop  in  the  col- 
ony's service,  after  a  sharp  firing  on  both  sides.  This 
was  the  beginning  of  a  glorious  national  era  in  the  naval 
enterprise  of  Ehode  Island.  To  Capt.  Abraham  Whipple, 
who  commanded  the  war-sloop,  is  thus  due  the  honor  of 
discharging  the  first  gun  upon  the  ocean,  at  any  part  of 
his  Majesty's  navy  in  tlie  American  Eevolution,"    Two 


The  rules  for  the  government  of  the  army,  afterwards  estiliiished  by 
■e  adopted  by  tha  Assembly,  Jan.  17,  iTlG.audtbese  arljelea 
'e  repe^leit. 
^  The  covrespondenc*  between  Whipple  and  Captain  Sir  James  Wallace, 
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ai-med  vessels  were  at  once  ordered  to  be  equipped  for  the  chap. 
defence  of  the  colony ;  the  largest  to  carry  ten  fom'-pounders,    ^J^J^ 
and  fourteen  swivel  guns,  with  eighty  men ;  the  smallest  to    1775. 
cany  thirty  men.     Tliey  were  called  tlie  Washington  and 
the  Katy.     Both  were  placed  under  the  command  of 
Abraham  Whipple,  the  hero  of  the  Gaspee,  witli  the  rank 
of  Commodore.'      Such  was  the  commencement  of  the 
American  navy. 

A  further"  issue  of  ten  thousand  pounds  in  bills  of 
credit  was  made.  The  postal  system  in  Hhode  Island 
was  fully  organized  at  this  session,  by  the  establishment 

of  the  Eose  frigate,  which  took  place  at  this  time  should  he  preserved. 
Wallace  had  learned  who  it  was  that  led  the  attaolf  on  the  Gaapee,  aad 
wrote  as  follows:  "You,  Abrabara  Whipple,  on  the  10th  June,  1772, 
burned  his  Majesty's  vessel,  tbe  Gaspee,  and  I  will  hang  you  at  the  jacd-arm. 
James  WALtiCE."  To  which  note,  more  curt  than  courteous,  Whipple 
replied  with  equal  brevity,  "  To  Sic  James  Wallace,  Sir,  Always  catob  a 
man  before  you  hang  him.    Abraham  Whiffle." 

The  captute  of  the  Margaretta,  by  the  people  of  Maohiaa,  on  the  11th 
May,  was  a  private  affair,  precisely  similar  to  that  of  the  Gaspee,  and,  like 
that  event,  reOecU  great  credit  on  the  courage  and  spirit  of  the  actors. 
The  capture  of  the  Gaspee  was,  in  effect,  the  commencement  of  tho 
Revolution,  and  Abraham  Whipple  led  the  attack.  It  was  the  6rst  popu- 
lar rising  directed  against  a  British  armed  vessel.  The  affair  of  the  15th 
June,  1775,  was  between  two  regular  armed  vessels,  one  in  the  colonial 
service  of  Ehode  Island,  the  other  in  that  of  the  King,  and  was  the  first 
proper  naval  action  in  the  Revolution.  In  either  case,  the  honor  that  has 
atvfaya  been  claimed  for  Whipple,  of  firing  the  first  gun  of  the  Eevolution 
upon  the  water,  appears  to  be  his  due.  Tho  real  "  Lexiugton  of  the  Seas" 
was  the  affair  of  June  10,  1772,  and  not  that  of  May  11,  177S,  as  com- 
memorated by  Mr.  Cooper,  {Naval  History,  vol.  1  p.  55) ;  whQe,  to  continue 
the  parallel,  that  of  June  16, 1776,  was  the  Bunker  Hill,  although  with  a  more 
fortunate  result,  for  it  settled  the  question  of  the  ability  of  Provincial 
cruisers  to  cope  with  those  of  Ihe  Crown. 

'  The  officers  of  this  embryo  squadron  were  as  follows; — of  the  large  ves- 
sel, "Abraham  Whipple,  Commander,  with  the  ranlv  and  power  of  Commo- 
dore of  both  vessels,"  John  Grimes,  1st  Lieutenant  Benjamin  teabuiy,  2nd 
Lieutenant,  William  Bradford,  (of  ProiiJante)  Maotei,  Ebenezer  Flagg, 
Quartermaster; — of  the  small  Tessel,  Christopher  Whipple,  Commander, 
William  Khodes,  Lieutenant.  Ch. Whipple  refuted,  and  John  Grimes  waa 
made  commander.     The  Committee  of  Safety  nos  empowtied  to  fill  va- 
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-^j  ■  of  routes,  officers,  and  rates  of  postage,  and  the  appoiiit- 
— ,-»-  inent  of  post-riders.     William   Goddard  had  completed 
'"°-    his  plan,  and  laid  it  before  Congress,  but  this  colony  an- 
ticipated, by  nearly  sis  weeks,  the  action  of  that  body  on 
the  subject,'  Congress  having  recommended  tlie  twentieth 
of  July  to  be  observed  as  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer 
throughout  the  colonies,  the    Assembly  requested  the 
deputy-governor  to  issue  his  proclamation  accordingly. 
June    Tliis  important  session  closed  with  the  week,  and  upon  an 
I''-     eventful  day.     The  Eose,  frigate.  Swan,  eloop-of-war,  and 
a  tender,  came  np  the  river  in  pursuit  ^f  prizes,  and  while 
absent  from  Newport,  five  vessels  which  they  had  pre- 
viously taken  were  boarded  and  carried  off  by  the  people 
of  that  town. 

1,  whils  yet  seeking  a  peaceful  adjustment  of 
I,  by  again  petitioning  the  King,  and  appealing 
to  the  British  nation,  as  it  had  before  done,  resolved  to 
estabhsh  an  army,  to  be  enlisted  as  were  those  of  the  sev- 
eral colonies,  till  the  close  of  the  year.  At  the  suggestion 
of  New  England,  George  Washington  was  chosen  com- 
mander-in-chief. Four  major-generals  and  an  adjutant 
were  also  appointed,^  and  the  following  week  eight  briga- 
diers, among  whom  was  Nathaniel  Greene,  wei'e  chosen." 
During  this  interval,  a  gi-eat  battle  w:^  fought.  Tlie 
British  ai'my  now  numbered  ten  thousand  men,  and  Gage 

^  On  the  26th  July,  Congress  adopted  Goddard's  plan  of  a  Continental 
post  ofSce,  and  Franklin  vsa  appointed  Poatnasler  General. 

'  These  were  Artemas  Ward,  of  Massaohusette,  tlien  captnia-ganeral 
of  the  army  before  Boston,  Charles  Lee,  a  British  eoldier  of  fortune,  lately 
settled  in  Virginia,  Philip  Schuyler,  of  New  Torlt,  and  Israel  Putnam,  of 
Connectieat,  then  Eerving  under  Ward  as  a  brigadier.  Horatio  Gates,  a 
retired  English  officer,  and  like  lee,  settled  in  Virginia,  was  made  adjutant- 
general,  with  the  rank  of  brigadier. 

'  They  were  Pomeroy,  Heath,  and  Thomits,  of  Massachusetts,  Wooster 
and  Spencer  of  Connecticut,  and  Greene  of  Rhode  Island,  all  general  ollicera 
with  Colonial  commissions,  Sullivan  of  New  Hampshire,  a  member  of  Con- 
gress, and  Montgomery,  of  New  York.  Fomeroj  declined.  The  colonels 
iind  subalterns  in  the  army  before  Boston  were  also  eommisdoned  by  Con- 
gress,    Joseph  Trumbull  was  made  commiBsary-general. 
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proclaimed  martial  law.     A  detachment  of  twelve  bun-  CHAr. 
dred  Americans  under  Col.  Prescott,  in  order  to  invest    ^^' 
Boston  more  closely,  was  sent  to  occupy  Bimker's  Hill,    1715. 
but  by  Bome  mistake  they  advanced  to  Breed's  Hill,  still    ''"'"^ 
nearer  the  town,     AU  thatnight  they  wovkedat  throwing     la. 
Tip  a  redoubt,  and,  imdistiirbed  by  a  heavy  cannonade 
which,  in   tho  morning,  was  opened  upon  them  by  the     17. 
astonished  enemy,  they  continued  their  labor  until  noon, 
extending  a  line  of  breastwork  down  the  hill.     Before 
three  o'clock,  about  three  thousand  Britisli  troops  under 
Howe,  having  set  Are  to  Charlestown,  commeijced  tlie 
attack.    The  result  we  know.    The  victory,  like  that  of 
Pyrrhus,  was  more  costly  than  defeat.     The  loss  on  either 
side  was  more  than  one-third  of  the  number  engaged,  and 
among  them  was  the  gallant  Warren.     Gage  was  super- 
seded in  his  command.   The  abihty  of  raw  provincials,  un- 
supported, and  unrefreshed,  after  nearly  twenty-four  hours 
of  uieessaut  toil,  to  withstand  the  ehai-ge  of  veteran  troops, 
was  tested  on  that  memorable  day,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
Amenca,  and  the  dismay  of  her  enemies. 

The  battle  of  Bunlier  Hill,  like  tliat  of  Lexington,  oc- 
casioned an  extra  session  of  the  Assembly,  which  w^  as. 
called  by  warrant  of  deputy-governor  Cooke.  Commit- 
tees ivere  ordered  to  visit  every  house  in  the  colony,  to 
take  an  account  of  aims  and  ammunition  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  Congress.  All  the  saltpetre  and  brimstone 
were  ordered  to  be  collected  and  forwarded  to  KewTork, 
where,  as  in  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  powder-miUs  were 
in  operation.  Tlie  garrison  at  Fort  George  was  discharged, 
the  few  remaining  guns  were  brought  off,  and  the  fort 
abandoned.  A  signal  was  established  at  Tower  Hill,  to 
give  warning  of  the  approach  of  a  fleet,  and  a  beacon  was 
set  up  at  Providence  to  spread  the  alarm.  Every  man  in 
the  colony  capable  of  bearing  arms  was  required  to  equip 
himself  for  service.  One-fourtli  part  of  the  militia  were 
enhsted  as  minute-men,  to  drill  for  half  a  day  in  every 
fortnight,  in  which  body  the  independent  companies  were 
vol,  ir.— 59 
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CHAP,  included.  The  Rhode  Island  forces,  now  incorporated 
^$g  with  the  grand  army  before  Boston,  were  placed  under 
—~r-—  the  direction  of  Washington,  and  six  additional  companies 

oQ^  of  sixty  men  each  were  ordered  to  be  raised  and  sent  for- 
ward, two  to  each  regiment,  to  join  the  brigade,  which 
with  this  accession  numbered  about  seventeen  hundred 
men.'  As  if  to  cut  off  all  further  connection  with  Great 
Britain,  the  act  allowing  judicial  appeals  to  be  taken  to 
England  was  repealed.  Another  issue  of  ten  thousand 
pounds  in  bills  of  credit  was  made,  to  meet  these  new 

23.  war  expenses.'  Five  days  before  this.  Congress  had 
adopted  the  system  of  paper  currency,  by  voting  to  issue 
two  millions  of  dollars  in  Continental  biUs,  to  which 
another  million  was  shortly  added. 

July  "Washington  soon  afterwards  arrived  at  the  camp,  and 
eatablislied  his  bead-quarters  at  Cambridge.     The  national 

^"^  fast  day  waa  observed  with  great  solemnity  thraughout 
the  colonies.  It  was  a  day  of  alarm  to  Newport.  Wal- 
lace threatened  to  bombard  the  town,  on  account  of  the 
desertion  of  some  of  his  men  supposed  to  be  detained  there. 
Pive  boats  wei-e  prepared,  and  the  ships  tooli  position,  but 

33.     after  two  days  of  teri'or,  Wallace  sailed  on  a  cruise. 

At  Providence  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  was  fortified 
between  Field  and  Sasafras  Points,  and  a  battery  of  six 
eighteen-poiinders  was  erected  on  Fox  Point.  Tlie  beacon 
on  Prospect  HUl,  where  the  iirst  one  had  been  erected 
more  than  a  century  before,  was  fired  in  order  to  test  its 
as  a  signal.     Tlie  flames  were  observed  over   an 

'  The  officers  chosen  for  these  six  companioa  were  as  follows ;  Captalna, 
Ebenezer  Flagg,  Thoiuiis  Gray,  Levi  Totver,  Isrnel  Gorton,  Ethan  Ci&rke, 
and  Christopher  Smith  ;  lieutenantiS,  Joseph  Perrj,  Lemuel  Bailej,  Silaa 
Talbot,  Jamea  Williams,  Thomas  Cole,  and  Thomas  Sweet;  Eosigns,  Noel 
Allen,  William  Soathworth,  Keuben  Sprague,  Josepli  Harris,  John  Woott- 
nanale,  and  Olirer  Tefft. 

'  This  made  £40,000  isened  in  Maj  and  June,  1115,  bearing  intorest. 
The  whole  of  these  bills  wei^  called  in,  and  new  ones  for  tho  same  amount, 
but  witliaut  ioterest,  were  emitted  in  January,  1170. 


Aug. 
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area,  of  eountiy  extending  from  Cambridge  to  New  Lo:i-  CHAP, 
don  and  Norwich,  and  from  Newport  to  Pomfret.'  ,_^ 

Another  important  session  of  the  Assembly  was  now  ITTB. 
held.  All  the  sheep  and  other  live  stock  were  ordered  to  ai^ifj 
he  brought  off  from  Block  Island,  and  two  hundred  and 
fifty  minute-men  were  drafted  for  tlie  purpose,  as  it  was  a 
perilous  undertaking.  The  islands  in  the  bay,  except 
Rhode  Island,  were  also  cleared  of  most  of  theii"  stock  to 
prevent  its  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  ar- 
rangements were  made  to  sell  it  to  the  army."  A  bounty 
of  three  shillings  a  pound  was  offered  for  the  manufaetiu-e 
of  saltpetre  in  the  colony,  and  the  same  price  was  affixed 
to  its  sale.'  Eight  field-pieces  were  ordered  to  be  cast  at 
the  two  iron  furnaces.  It  was  forbidden,  imder  heavy 
penalties,  to  pilot  any  of  the  King's  ships  witliin  the 
waters  of  Rhode  Island.  In  addition  to  the  two  war- 
sloops  already  in  service,  two  "  row  galleys,"  or  gun-boats, 
of  thirty  oars,  each  to  carry  sixty  men,  afterwards  reduced 
to  fifty,  and  one  eighteen-pounder,  beside  swivel  guns, 
were  ordered.  These  were  named  the  Washington  and 
the  Spitfire,  The  Rhode  Island  delegates  in  Congress 
wei-e  instructed  "  to  use  their  whole  influence  for  building, 
at  the  Continental  expense,  a  fleet  of  sufficient  force  for 
the  protection  of  these  colonies,  and  for  employing  them 
in  such  manner  and  places  as  will  most  effectually  annoy 
our  enemies,  and  contribute  to  the  common  defence  of 
these  colonies."  Here  was  another  point  in  which  Rhode 
Island  was  the  first  to  suggest,  and  the  foremost  to  act,  in 
behalf  of  a  system  of  national  defence ;  and  a  little  later 


'  A  amilar  bcnoon  was  afterwards  erceted  oi 

1  Tononij  Hill,  and  fir. 

edon 

20th  June,  1776. 

=  By  a  report  made  at  th 

e  October  session. 

,  it  appears  that  the 

stook 

removed  from  Block  Isknii  amounted  to  1,908 

sheep,  valued  at  £534 

:  Be.: 

from  Conaniout,  82  cattle,  444 

r  Blieep,  at  £860  9s. ;  and  from  Prudence,  56 

catlle,  and  SS4  sheep,  at  £530,  which  sums  wei 

X  paia  to  the  owners 

from 

the  treasury. 

'  This  act  was  repealed  in 

January,  1776,  and  saltpetre  works  wer 

e  or- 

dered  to  be  set  up  in  every  f< 

ma  in  the  eolonj, 

and  one  powder-raJU 

tobe 

established  In  the  State. 
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CHAP,  it  was  appointed  chiefly  to  her  to  carry  out  the  idea  of 
^^_^  an   Aineiican   navy.      The    Continental    currency   was 
1775,    adopted  as  lawful  tender,  and  whoever  should  refuse  either 
"S-    colonial  or  general  hilla  of  credit,  was  declared  to  be  an 
enemy  to  his  country.     A  large  conmiittee  was  appointed 
to  act  during  the  recess  of  the  Assembly,  with  power  to 
direct  the  naval  force  of  the  colony. 
32.  The  British  ships  tlireatened  an  attack  on  Providence, 

but  advanced  no  further  than  Oonimicut  Point.  The 
batteries  and  redoubts  in  the  harbor  were  manned,  and 
the  military  were  under  arms  to  repulse  them  when  the 
enemy  withdrew,  having  eaptm-ed  a  brig  from  the  West 
Indies  off  WaiTvick  Neck,  and  pillaged  the  island  and 
adjacent  shores  of  much  live  stock.  A  penmanent  garri- 
son of  seven  men  to  each  gim,  with  Eaek  Hopkins  as 
commander,  Samuel  Warner,  lieutenant,  and  Christopher 
20.  Sheldon,  gunner,  was  placed  at  the  Pox  Point  battery. 
The  first  Khode  Island  officer  who  fell  in  the  war,  Adjii- 
tant  Angnstus  Mumford,  was  killed  at  this  time  in  the 
siege  of  Boston  by  a  cannon  shot  from  the  enemy. 
Sept.  Wlien  Congi'ess  re-assembled  at  Philadelphia  after  a 

recess   of  five  weeks,  the  Georgia  delegates  took  tlieir 
seats,  and  "The  Tliirteen  United  Colonies  "  were  com- 
g.      plete.    The  College  Commencement  was  held  in  a  strictly 
private  manner,  in  deference  to   the  condition   of  the 
country.      A  town  meeting  at  Providence  was  held,  to 
7.      prevent  tlie  sliipment  of  a  quantity  of  flax-seed  about  to 
be  sent  to  Europe.     Although  three  days  remained  before 
the  non-exportation  agreement,  entered  into  by  the  foi-mer 
10.      Congress,  was  to  take  effect,  it  was  thought  best  to  adopt 
this  coui'se  to  allay  jealousy  in  the  other  colonies. 
Oct.  8.        The  delegates  laid  before  Congress  their  instmctions  in 
regard  to  a  Continental  navy.     Tlie  plan  was  favorably 
received,  although   not  matured  tiU  some  weeks  later. 
There  was  instant  occasion  both  at  home  and  abroad,  to 
employ  the  embryo  squadron   already   afloat  in  Khode 
Idand.    Congress  desired  to  intercept  two  ships  bound 
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to  Osuiada  with  military  stores,  and  resolved  to  request  chap. 
Gov.  Cooke  to  despatcli  one  or  both  of  the  colony's  war-    ^^■ 
sloops  on  that  service,  and  to  use  every  pree an tion  to  keep    17T6. 
secret  the  object  of  the  expedition.    But  a  more  preying    ^''*~ 
necessity  existed  at  home.     The  British  fleet  at  H'ewport, 
being  reinforced  by  four  more  vessels  in  search  of  supplies, 
Capt.  Wallace  made  a  threatening  demand  upon  the 
ifilaiids  of  Khode-island  and  Conanicut  for  live  stock.     A 
force  of  six  hundred  men,  comprising  five  companies  from 
Providence,  with  a  part  of  the  Tiverton  and  Little  Oomp- 
ton  militia,  nnder  Esek  Hopkins  as  chief,  and  Wilham 
West  as  second  in  command,  commissioned  by  the  Eeeess      4. 
Committee  for  special  service,  marched  at  once  to  New-      s. 
port  to  secure  the  st«ck,  repel  the  invaders,  and  an-est 
George  Kome  for  aiding  the  enemy,  and  send  him,  with 
any  British  officers  or  men   whom  they  might  find  on 
sliore,  to  Providence,  "  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  their 


At  the  same  time  Gov.  Cooke  and  Secretary  Ward 
went  to  Cambridge  to  assist  in  a  committee  of  Congress 
for  establishing  the  army.  The  greatest  alarm  pervaded 
the  doomed  mhabitants  of  Newport.  The  town  had  be- 
come a  camp,  and  every  moment  it  was  expected  that  tbe 
formidable  fleet  moored  in  front  would  reduce  it  to  ashes. 
A  violent  storm  prevailed  for  two  days,  during  which  the  6-6. 
exposure  and  suffering  of  the  fleeing  population  was  great. 
Many  famihes  removed  ivith  their  property.  For  four  7-8. 
days  tlie  streets  were  ahnost  blocked  with  carts  and  car- 
riages of  every  soi-t,  seeking  a  place  of  safety.  A  shock 
was  given  to  the  prosperity  of  the  ancient  capital,  from 
which  it  has  never  recovered.  But  the  place  was  too  un- 
portant  as  a  rendezvous  to  be  wantonly  desti'oyed,  and 
Wallace  attempted  to  soothe  the  people  by  promising 
immunity  to  their  market  boats  m  return  for  supplies  of 
beer  and  fresh  provisions.     On  Satm-day  he  withdrew  his      7. 

■  Commission  sigDod  by  Wichs.  Cooke,  D.  Gov.,  Oct.  4, 1775,  iu  Hopkins' 
MS.  papers,  "vol.  2,  in  R.  I.  Hist.  Soo. 
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CHAP,  fleet,  and  in  the  evening,  with  fifteen  sail,  anchored  in 

,3J^  line  in  the  harbor  of  Bristol. 

177B.  Sending  his  barge  to  the  wharf,  he  demanded  that  four 

of  the  magistrates  should  come  off  to  the  fleet,  which  was 
refused  ;  but  an  offer  to  treat  with  any  persons  who  might 
be  sent  on  or  near  to  the  shore  was  made,  with  a  guarantee 
for  their  personal  safety.  A  heavy  cannonade  was  then 
opened  upon  the  town.  The  night  was  dark  and  rainy. 
A  severe  epidemic  was  then  raging  in  Bristol.  More  than 
sixty  persons  were  carried  out  upon  their  sick  beds,  and 
with  the  women  and  children,  hurried  off  in  carriages  to 
seek  refuge  from  the  general  ruin.  The  bombardment 
continued  above  an  hour,  and  more  than  a  hundred  and 
twenty  cannon  were  discharged.  Much  damage  was 
done  to  public  and  private  buildings,  but  fortunately  no 
one  was  killed  by  the  shot,  although  some  of  the  sick  died 
from  exposure.  Wallace  required  a  hundred  sheep  and 
fifty  cattle,  but  reduced  his  demand  to  forty  sheep,  which 
the  town  wisely  furnished,  and  the  next  afternoon  the 
8.      fleet  departed,  after  plundering  the  neighboring  fanns. 

A  still  worse  fate  befell  the  town  of  Falmouth,  in 
18.  Maine,  now  Portland,  which  was  nearly  destroyed  by  a 
bombardment.  All  the  seaport  towns  of  America  were 
threatened  with  the  same  calamity.  At  Providence,  fur- 
ther defences  were  prepared.  A  floating  battery  was  eon- 
etrueted,  fire  ships  were  made,  and  a  boom  and  chain,  to 
be  stretched  across  the  channel,  was  furnished,  when  the 
SI.  Assembly  convened,  and  the  colony  assumed  the  comple- 
tion of  these  works.  Esek  Hopkins  and  Joseph  Brown 
were  appointed  to  go  through  the  colony  to  decide  what 
places  should  be  fortified,  and  in  what  manner.  Batteries 
were  erected  at  Pawtuxet  and  other  places,  and  the  troops 
on  Conanicut  and  Block  Islands  were  reinforced.  The 
manufacture  of  saltpetre  was  undertaken  by  the, colony. 

5Jov.  On  the  second  day  of  the  session,  the  emancipation 

act  was  brought  in.     The  abolition  of  the  slave-trade  had 
been  accomplished  more  than  a  year  before.     It  was  now 
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propoeed  to  terminate  tlic  system  of  chattel  slavery  in  CHAP. 

Rhode  Island,  hy  declaring  &ee  "  all  negroes,  as  well  as  . 

other  persons,  hereafter  bom  within  this  colony,"  and  to  1775. 
provide  for  the  liberation  of  existing  slaves,  at  the  will  of  ^^" 
the  owners,  by  proper  regulations.  Suitable  provisions 
were  made  in  the  bill  to  prevent  siich  liberated  slaves  ft-om 
becoming  a  charge  upon  the  public.  The  act  was  referred 
to  a  future  session,  meanwhile  to  be  printed  and  laid  be- 
fore the  town  meetings  for  instruction  to  the  deputies 
thereupon. 

Another  regiment  of  five  hundred  men  in  eight  com- 
paniea  was  enlisted  for  one  year,  "  for  the  defence  of  the 
united  colonies  in  general,  and  of  tliis  colony  in  particu- 
lar," '  Two  new  independent  companies,  the  Kingston 
Beds,  and  the  Captain  General's  Cavaliers,  a  troop  of 
horse  in  Providence  county,  were  chartered.  Several 
memorials  and  declarations  from  persons  whose  language 
or  conduct  had  excited  suspicion,  or  who  had  incurred 
the  displeasure  of  the  Assembly,  were  presented ;  among 
them  was  one  from  the  lato  deputy-governor  Sessions,  in 
regard  to  his  protest  against  the  army  act,  all  of  which 
were  favorably  received.  Some  of  these  persona  were 
under  arrest  for  their  connection  with  what  was  known  as 
Brigadier  Euggles'  Association,  whose  members  were  en- 
listed in  the  royal  cause  under  Col.  Gilbert,  then  on  board 

'  The  officers  chosen  foe  tbia  regiment  were:  Colonel  William  Eiob- 
monii-,  Lieutenant-Colopel  Gideon  Hossie ;  Major  Benjamin  Tallman,  (who 
resigned  Jao.  S6,  to  build  n  Continental  frigate  ;)  Adjutant  Benjamin  Stelle ; 
CaptfUDB  Caleb  Gardiner,  Billings  Throop,  Job  Pearoe,  Thomas  Wells, 
2d;  Christopher  ManebeBter,  William  Barton,  James  Wallace,  Charles 
D;er  ;  Ueuleuants  Benjamin  Try,  Caleb  Carr,  Malaehi  Hammet,  Augustus 
Stanton,  Walter  Palmer,  Charles  Uppil,  John  Bogera,  Zorobabel  Westcott ; 
Ensigns  Jonathan  Wallen,  Peleg  Heath,  Benjamin  Burlingame,  Peleg  Berry, 
Jonathan  Duvat,  Squire  Fisk,  William  Davis,  Royal  Smith.  Other  officers 
chosen  at  this  time  were,  Nathan  Miller,  commissary  to  General  Eopliins' 
troops,  Benjamin  Page,  captdn  of  1st  row^alley,  Joshua  Babcock,  major- 
general  of  militia. 
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CHAP,  a  Britisli  tender  in  the  bay,'     Decrees  of  forfeiture  were 
.^/-^.  passed  upon  tlie  estates  of  many  persons  who  upheld  the 
1775.    ministerial  party,  and  were  known  as  Tories.^     An  act  was 
"^^    passed  denouncing  death,  and  the  forfeiture  of  property, 
against  any  who  should  fiu'nish  supplies  to,  or  hold  cor- 
respondence with  the  enemy. 

Great  distress  prevailed  among  the  poor,  especially  on 
the  exposed  islands  in  the  bay.  At  Newport,  meetings 
had  been  held  to  memorialize  Congress,  and  to  petition 
tlie  Assembly  on  the  subject.  Two  hundi-ed  pounds  were 
now  appropriated  for  the  removal  of  such  as  could  leave 
tlie  to^vii,  and  the  support  of  those  who  remained,  and  a 
tariff  of  prices  for  such  removals  was  made.  IN'ewport 
was  allowed  to  furnish  supplies  to  the  British  ships,  to 
ensure  the  safety  as  well  as  the  support  of  the  inliabitants," 

'  Timothy  Euggleswaaabrigadier-generalin  tlic  French  war,  and  a  dele- 
gate from  MassaehuBatts  to  the  Congreas  of  1765,  at  New  York,  where  he 
was  made  president  of  that  body,  from  whose  prooeedhiga  he  dissented, 
became  a  lory,  and  was  one  of  Gage's  mandamus  counciliors  in  Massa- 
obnsetts,  in  llli.  'While  acting  in  this  latter  capacity,  near  the  close  of 
the  year,  he  drew  up  a  paper,  known  as  Brigadier  Haggles'  Association, 
consisting  of  a  preamble  and  six  articles,  which  was  sent  for  Mgnatuce 
among  the  troops,  binding  them  to  suBtaiu  each  other  against  any  revolu- 
tionary movement,  and  disowning  the  authority  of  Congress,  oc  of  the 
Committees  of  Correspondence,  which  they  agreed  to  resist  by  force.  Under 
this  AasociaWoQ,  Colonel  Thomas  GHlliert,  who  had  served  with  Buggies  in 
the  French  war,  at  the  request  of  (iage,  raised  a  body  of  300  Loyalists,  to 
presefve  order  in  Bristol  County,  Massachusetts.  In  March,  1776,  he  wrote 
to  Captain  Wallace  at  Newport  for  aid  to  preserve  his  position.  The  letter 
was  intercepted,  and  Gilbert  took  refuge  on  board  of  a  British  tender  in  the 
bay,  where  he  bad  communication  with  some  of  the  Tories  in  this  colony, 
as  above  mentioned. 

'  Among  these  sequestered  estates  were  those  of  the  late  Governor 
Hutchinson,  of  Massachusetts,  Samuel  Sewall,  Gilbert  Debloia,  John  and 
Jonathan  Simpson— all  of  Boston,  but  holding  property  in  Khode  Ishind ; — 
and  of  Dr.  Thomas  Moffat,  Ralph  Tnman,  George  Some,  Jahleel  and  Ben- 
jamin Brenton,  late  residents  of  Newport.  The  last-named  gentleman  was 
reinstated  in  the  favor  of  the  Assembly,  and  his  estates  were  restored  in 
January,  he  having  proved  that  the  charges  against  him  were  ill-founded, 
and  that  he  was  a  friend  to  the  liberties  of  his  country. 

'  At  the  neit  session,  in  January,  1776,  this  permis^on  was  continued. 
The  amount  of  supplies  was  3,000  lbs.  of  beef  per  week,  and  a  certain  quan- 
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The  people  of  NaQtuckefc  were  permitted,  under  adequate  ohaf. 
guai'aiitees,  to  purcliase  provisions  in  this  colony.  The  ^^' 
statute  of  limitations  was  repealed  to  prevent  ailtimate  1776. 
loss  to  creditors,  who,  on  accoiuit  of  the  general  distress,  ^°''- 
forebore  to  hring  suits  for  the  recovery  of  debts.  All  the 
public  records  were  retQOved  from  Newport  to  a  place  of 
safety. 

The  suspension  act  against  Gov.  Wanton  had  been 
continued  at  each  session  since  its  passage  in  May.  Hav- 
ing failed  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  Assembly,  and  eon- 
tinning  to  manifest  Tory  sympathies,  he  was  now  formally 
deposed,  and  the  office  of  governor  was  declared  vacant.  ^^ 
The  deputy-governor,  Nicholas  Cooke,  was  elected  in  his 
place,  and  William  Bradford,  of  Bristol,  was  chosen 
deputy-governor.  When  we  consider  how  firm  Gov. 
Wanton  had  been  in  sustainuig  the  rights  of  the  colony 
for  years  against  the  assumptions  of  British  naval  officers, 
his  gi-eat  personal  popuJaiity,  consequent  thereupon,  and 
that  his  first  shrinking  from  the  progi'essive  action  of  the 
patriotic  party  was  on  the  act  for  raising  an  army,  which 
he  truly  enough  construed  to  be  an  act  of  rebellion,  we 
can  better  understand  the  feeling  tliat  pervaded  the  colo- 
ny, once  the  most  loyal,  and  now  the  foremost  to  strike  for 
independence.  Yet  in  both  positions  tlie  colonists  were 
consistent,  because  acting  in  both  upon  the  determination 
to  maintain  their  chartered  rights,  first  against  the  assaults 
of  their  neighbors,  and  now  against  the  power  that  had 
resolved  to  destroy  them.  It  was  a  bold  act,  a  fitting 
supplement  to  the  affairs  of  the  Gaspee  and  the  levying 
an  army,  and  an  appropriate  precedent  to  tlie  final  act, 
abjuring  allegiance  to  the  British  crown,  which  was 
speedily  to  follow. 

The  colonial  debt  accumulated  rapidly  at  this  period. 
Another  emission  of  bills  of  credit  to  the  amount  of 
twenty  thousand  pounds  was  made,  payable  by  taxation 

e  appropriated  tor  tlie  venioviil  of  the 
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CHAF.  in  five  yearsj  without  interest.     But  these  war  expenses 
^^.^  were  in  the  common  cause  of  all  the  colonies,  and  it  was 
1776.    but  right  that  Congress  should  assumo  tliem,  as  it  did, 
'*''•    The  liability  for  the  three  millions  of  Continental  bills, 
was  distributed  pro  rata  among  the  colonies.     A  eommifr- 
tee  was  appointed  to  receive  the  money  due  to  Khode 
Island,  who,  with  the  delegates  in  Congress,  were  empow- 
ered to  adjust  the  account  with  the  "United  Colonies,  which 
was  drawn  np  and  presented  at  this  session,  amounting 
to  nearly  forty-five  thousand  pounds.     One  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  dollars  of  this  account,  was  soon  after- 
wards paid.    At  the  close  of  this  important  session,  the 
10.     Assembly  appointed  the  twenty-third  instant  as  a  day  of 

public  thanksgiving. 
0.  The  day  before  the  adjournment,  another  naval  action 

took  place  in  Narraganset  Bay,  between  two  privateer 
sloops  from  Providence,  and  a  British  schooner,  three 
tenders,  and  a  bomb-ketch  that  came  out  from  Kewport 
U)  attack  them,  but  were  repulsed  after  a  conflict  of  some 
hours. 

Congress,  acting  upon  the  suggestion  of  the  Rhode 
Island  delegates,  appointed  a  marine  committee,  and  re- 
solved to  fit  out  four  armed  vessels,  for  which  Esek  Hop- 
6.      kins  was    selected    as    commodore.       Two    expeditions 
against  Canada  were  meanwhile  in  progress.     One  under 
^       Montgomery,  after  a  siege  of  several  weeks,  captured  St. 
Johns,  on  tlie  Sorel  Biver,  and  thence  marched  to  Mon- 
.       treal,   which   at  once    surrendered.      The  other,   imder 
Arnold,  consisting  of  eleven  hundred  men,  of  whom  two 
hundred   and  fifty   were  Bhode  Island  troops,'  after  a 

'  See  Bhode  Island  Memorial  to  Congreaa,  Jan.,  I'J'IS,  Slate  Reoorda, 
pp.  321-3.  The  troops  in  this  expedition  were  divided  in  two  battalions. 
The  first  led  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Christopher  Greene,  comprised  seven 
companies,  three  of  which,  commanded  hy  Captains  John  Tapbam,  of 
Church's  regiment,  Simeon  Thayer,  of  Hitchcock's,  aod  Samuel  Ward,  of  Vnr- 
num's,  with,  perhaps,  one  more,  were  from  Rhode  Island.  These  officers 
were  taken  prisoners  in  the  attack  of  Dec.  81.  A  joarnnl  kept  by  Cap- 
tain Thayer  was  first  published  in  "  The  Spirit  of  "76,  in  Rhode  Island,  b; 
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severe  march  of  six  ■weeks  throtigh  Maine,  encamped  op-  chap. 
posite  Quebec.  Many  obstaclea  prevented  an  immediate  ^^ 
assault,  and  it  was  not  till  Hie  close  of  the  year,  when  1775. 
Carleton  had  had  time  to  complete  his  defences,  that  the  ^^*^- 
unsuccessful  attack  w^  made,  which  resulted  in  the  death 
of  the  gallant  Montgomery,  the  wounding  of  Aniold,  and 
tlie  repulse  of  the  besiegers. 

The  proposal  of  Wallace  to  spare  Newport  on  condi-    Not. 
tion  of  being  furnished  with  provisions,  was  referred  by 
the  town  council  to  Gen,  Hopkins,  who,  under  the  late 
act  of  Assembly,  permitted  it  to  be  accepted ;  tlie  sup-     15- 
plies,  in  stated  quantities,  to  be  fm-nished  by  one  person. 
To  this  restiiction  "Wallace  assented,  and  agi-eed  not  to     16, 
suffer  his  men  to  land  "unless  the  rebels  enter,"     Hop- 
kins was  encamped  in  Middletown  with  a  considerable 
force.     The    correspondence    between    the    parties    was 
printed  by  order  of  the  Eecess  Committee.     Wliile  this 
matter  was  pending,  Charles  Dudley,  the  collector  of  cus- 
toms, fled  for  refuge   on  board  the  Rose.     The  Eeeess      '^^■ 
Committee  allowed  Brigadier-General  Hopkins  to  accept 
command  of  the   continental  fleet,  and  sent  the  Katy, 
under  Whipple,  to  Philadelphia,  with   over  a  hundred 
men  shipped  for  that  serriee.     They  also  took  into  their     28. 
charge  the   personal  effects   of  Dudley  and  of  George 
Eome,   some   of  which   were  stored  in  Providence,  and 
others  sold  at  auction.     By  their  order  several  Tories  were 
arrested,  an  artillery  company  was  established  as  a  part      29. 
of  the  new  regiment,  and  officers  were  appointed  for  the 
row-galley  Washington.' 

Benjamin  Conell,  362  pp.,  Sro,  Boston,  1350,"  whith,  with  tlie  author's 
renittrka  upon  the  espedition,  App.  A.,  pp.  283-St  of  that  important  work, 
will  be  found  deeply  interesting.  Major  Henrj  Sherburne,  of  Rhode  Island, 
was  attached  to  Montgomery's  expedition  that  went  by  way  of  the  Lakes. 
'  Benjamin  Page  was  appointed  captiun  by  the  Assembly.  The  com- 
mittee filled  the  list  with  John  Tillinghast  and  Jacob  Westoott  as  lieuten- 
ants, and  David  Arnold,  master.  Page  resigned  in  Jan.,  and  Oliver  Gard- 
ner was  made  captain  ;  D.  Arnold,  1st  licutenaiit ;  and  Ebenezec  Bill,  master. 
Of  the  2d  gallej',  John  Grimes  was  made  captain  in  January,  with  the 
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CHAP,         Congress   ordered  that  the  Katy  should  be   sent  to 
criiiae  on  the  southern  coast.     A  coiumittoc  of  one  from 
1775.    eaoh  colony,  Stephen  Hopkins  being  the  one  from  Hhode 
^^-    Island,  was   appointed  to  organize  and   equip  a  navy. 
22      They  confirmed  Esek  Hopkins  as  commander  of  the  fleet, 
and  Abraham  Wliipple  as   captain   of  the  frigate   Co- 
lumbus. 

A  British  force  landed  on  Con  anient,  at  the  east  feiTy, 
10.     and  crossing  the  island,  burned  all  the  dwellings  near-  the 
road,  twelve  in  number,  besides  bams,  plundering  the  in- 
habitants, and  canying  off  a  quantity  of  Hve  stock.    The 
Eecess   Committee    ordered    ban-aeks    to    be    built    on 

18,  Wonumetonomj'  Hill,  and  a  laboratory  for  mailing  artil- 
lery stores  to  he  establislied  in  Providence."  Tlie  brutal 
attack  on  Jamestown  greatly  alarmed  the  colony,  Tlie 
town  council  of  Newport  accepted  the  offer  made  by 
Providence  county  to  receive  and  provide  for  four  hun- 
dred of  the  poor  of  that  town,  and  took  measures  for  their 
removal.  Thus  the  hospitality  which,  a  hundred  years 
before,  had  been  extended  by  the  people  of  Aquedneck  to 
the  scattered  inhabitants  of  Providence  during  Philip's 
■war,  was  reciprocated  in  this  horn-  of  peril,  by  their  de- 
scendants. Gov.  Cooke  applied  to  Gen.  Wasliington  for 
a  regiment  of  tlio  line  to  defend  Hhode  Island,  and  that 
Gen.  Lee  might  be  sent  at  once  to  command  the  forces. 

19,  All  the  minute-men  of  the  colony  were  sent  to  the  defence 
of  the  island,  and  formed  into  one  regiment  under  Col. 

command  of  both  gallejs;    Samuel  WesWott,  let  lieutenant;   Samuel  Vial 
ofEeboboth,  adlteutenant;  Francis Bradfield,  roaster.    Ench  was  tooanySO 

'  This  hill,  just  nortb  of  Newport,  bore  tbe  name  of  the  last  Sachem  of 
the  Aquedneekfl,  who  waa  cocqueted  by  the  Nai'ragansetB  before  the  ar- 
rival of  the  English.  It  is  often  erroneously  called  Miantmomi  hill,  after 
the  great  Baohem  of  that  name,  and  \>j  a  common  corruption,  Tammany 
hill,  from  the  abbreviadon,  Tonomy  bill,  which  was  generally  used. 

'  A  year  later,  another  laboratory  was  established  in  Providence.  The 
first  of  these  works  was  set  up  in  the  brick  school-house  in  Meeting  street, 
where  it  continued  from  December,  1776,  to  August,  1784.  The  other  was 
in  Whipple  Hall  from  February,  1777,  to  February,  1781. 
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William  West,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  ChristopJier  Lip-  chap. 
pitt.     West  was  appointed  to  succeed  Hopkins  in  the       ^^ 
command  of  tJie  island.     Forty  eighteen-pound  cannon    I77fi. 
and  twenty  twelve-pounders  were  owlered  to  lie  cast.  ^^'^' 

Gen.  Lee  proceeded  to  Providence,  and  was  at  once     ai. 
made  commander-in-chief  of  all  the  forces  on  the  island.      ^2* 
The  Cadets  and  a  body  of  riflemen  accompanied  liim  to 
the  island.    With  a  force  of  eight  hundi'ed  men,  he 
marched  into  Newport,  siunmoned  the  Tories,  and  admin-     35. ) 
istered  to  them  a  remarkable  oath,  which  was  taken  by 
all  but  Col.  Wanton  and  two  custom-house  officers,  who, 
on  tlieir  refusal,  were  sent  as  prisoners  to  Providence, 
where  Eome  and  other  Tories  were   already  confined. 
Lee's  services  eonld  not  be  spared  from  tlie  camp,  and 
after  giving  directions  for  fortifying  the  island,  he  came     a^ 
up  to  Providence.     Hie  minute-men  were  dismissed,  and 
the  committee  voted  "  that  one  of  the  best  beds,  with  the     23, 
furniture  taken  from  Charles  Dudley,. be  presented  to 
Gen.  Lee,"    Two  days  later  he  returned  to  Cambridge,      ^q_ 
and  reported  to  Washington,  who,  in  a  letter  to  Hancock,     g^ 
President  of  Congi-ess,  approved  ot  Ins  method  of  "  making 
friends  of  those  that  were  oui  enemie'!,"  and  enclosed  a 
copy  of  the  oath  as  "  a  specimtn  ot  his  abilities  in  that 
way."  ' 

'  It  reads  as  follows;  "I,  Jolin  B  u  ■!    h  n  the  prtsoncc  of  Al- 

ciigiitjr  God,  as  I  hope  for  ease,  honor  and  comfort  m  this  world,  and  hap- 
piness in  the  world  to  come,  most  earnestly  deTOuUy  and  religiously  swear 
neither  directly  nor  indirectly  to  nssiat  the  wicked  rastniments  of  ministerial 
tyranny  and  Tillmny,  commonly  called  the  King's  troopa  and  navy,  by  fiirniBh- 
ing  them  with  provisions  or  refreshments  of  any  Mnd,  noless  anthoriiedby  the 
Continental  Congress,  or  the  Legislature  as  at  present  estabUshedin  this  par- 
ticular colony  of  Rhode  IsUnd.  I  doalsoswearbythe  sametremendousand 
Almighty  God  that  I  will  neither  directly  nor  indhectly  conrey  any  intelligence 
rtor  give  any  advice  to  the  aforesaid  enemies  so  described,  and  that  I 
pledge  myself,  if  I  should,  by  any  accident,  get  the  knowledge  of  such 
treason,  to  inform  immediately  the  Committee  of  Safety.  And,  as  it  is 
justly  allowed,  that  when  the  sacred  vighta  and  liberties  of  a  nation  arc  in- 
vaded,  neutrality  is  not  less  base  and  criminal  than  open  and  avowed  hos. 
tility,  I  do  further  swear  and  pledge  myself,  Vs  I  hope  for  eternal  salvation, 
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CHAP.         "When  the  Eecess  Committee,  under  the  act  drafting 
onc-quiirter  of  the  militia  as  ininiite-raen,   ordered  the 

1775,  levies  to  the  defence  of  Rhode  Island,  a  riot  occm-red  at 
Deo.    -^est  Greenwich  to  prevent  the  enlistment,  and  was  re- 

ae!     peated  by  the  same  parties  three  days  later.     Some  of  the 

1776.  leaders  were  impriBoned  at  Providence,  and  the  Assem- 
8-17.    bly  ordered  the  arrest  of  others.     Duiing  the  session,  the 

British  fleet  of  twelve  sail  came  up  to  Prudence  Island, 

13.  and  landed  two  hundred  and  fifty  troops.  A  company  of 
minute-men  were  driven  off,  seven  dwellings  were  humt, 

^^-  and  a  hundred  sheep  talien.  The  next  day  reinforce- 
ments were  sent  from  WaiTen  and  Bristol,  an  action  that 
lasted  three  houi-s  ensued,  when  the  British  were  driven 
to  their  ships  with  a  loss  of  fonrteen  killed  and  many 
wounded.     The  Americans  had  four  wounded  and  one 

14  taken  prisoner.  The  next  night  two  houses  were  burnt  on 
Patience  Island,  and  after  cutting  wood  on  Hope  Island, 

IB-  the  ships  returned  to  Newport.  Tlie  Assembly  stationed 
a  company  of  artillery  and  minute-men  at  Warwick  Neck, 
and  fortified  that  point.  They  also  despatched  the  troops 
at  Prudence  to  the  defence  of  Bristol.  A  night  patrol 
was  set,  and  artillery  companies,  with  two  field-pieces 
and  fourteen  men  each,  were  formed  in  all  the  seaboard 
towns,  seventeen  in  number,  requiring  a  force  of  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eight  men  and  thirty-four  guns.  The  regi- 
ment of  five  hundred  men  raised  at  the  last  session,  was 
increased  to  seven  hundred  and  fifty,  besides  an  artil- 
lery force  of  one  hundred  and  five  men  to  be  attached  to 
it,'  and  another  regiment  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  men 

that  I  will,  nhenever  called  upon  by  tlie  voico  of  tho  Continental  Congress, 
or  that  of  the  Legislature  of  this  particular  colony,  under  their  autliorilj', 
take  arms  and  subject  myself  to  military  diaoipline,  in  defence  of  the 
eommon  rights  and  liberties  of  America.     So  help  me  God. 

"Sworn  at  Newport,  Dec.  25,  1775.  JoHS  Boukse," 

'  For  the  four  new  companies  the  officers  were ;  Captaina  Josiah  Gibbs, 

Jr.,  Cornelius  Briggs,  Benjamin  Diamond,  Samuel  Phillips;     Lieutenants 

Joha  Holden,  Lemuel  Bailey,   James  Smith,   Paul    Herrington;    Ensigns 

Philip  Arnold,  Benjamin  Churcb,  Isaao  Eastliok,  Benjamin  West;  Quarter- 
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was  raised,  the  two  to  form  one  brigade.'     No  military  CHAP, 
officer  under  pay,  except  of  the  militia,  could  be  a  mem-  ^_^ 
ber  of  the  Assembly,     A  memorial  was  adopted,  and  for-    1779. 
warded  to  Congress  by  Gov.  Cooke,  setting  forth  the  ex-    ^^^ 
poBcd  condition  of  the  colony,  with  a  hundred  and  thirty 
miles  of  coast  lino,  besides  two  navigable  rivers,  and  a 
hostile  fleet  in  its  waters  constantly  plundering  the  islands 
and  shores,  and  enumerating  the  efforts  already  made  in 
the  common  cause  as  well  as  for  local  defence,  and  asking 
continental  aid  in  its  behalf.'    The  thanks  of  the  Assem- 
bly were  voted  to  the  towns  of  Eehoboth  and  Swanzey 
for  the  zeal  with  which  they  rallied  to  the  aid  of  this  col- 
ony upon  every  occasion  of  alai-rn, 

master  John  Handj.  The  artillery  offioera  were;  Edw.ird  Spalding,  cap- 
tiun  ;  William  Bull,  eaptalQ-lieutenant  ■  Joshua  Sajer,  1st  liem. ;  Ebenezer 
Sherman,  2d  lieut. ;   Tlraothj  Brown,  lieutenant  Fire-worker, 

'  The  officers  ofthe  newregiment  were;  Colocel  Henry  Eabcoelt ;  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Christopber  Uppitt ;  Major  Adam  Cometoclt;  Captains  Job 
Olney,  Jonathan  Brownell,  James  Tew,  Aaa  Kimball,  Andrew  Waterman, 
Loring  Peck,  David  Dexter,  jr.,  William  Potter,  (son  of  John,)  Benjamin 
Peiree,  Augustus  Stanton,  John  Carr,  Thomas  Gorton;  Lieutenants Williarn 
Drowne,  William  Jones,  Joseph  Belcher,  jr.,  Benjamin  Hoppin,  Nehemiah 
Kandall,  Arthur  Fenner,  (son  of  Edward,)  Pelcg  Slocum,  Christopher  Dyer, 
Simeon  Martin,  Joshua  Bliven,  Alexander  Tbomaa,  Thomas  Arnold;  En- 
signB  Jacob  Williams,  Gilbert  Richmond,  Bryant  Millman,  Anan  Winaor, 
Wilson  Rawson,  Stepheu  Pdne,  David  Saylea,  William  Potter,  (son  of  Icha- 
bod,)  William  Belcher,  Thomas  Noyes,  Stephen  Borden,  Michael  Spencer ; 
Adjutant  William  Tyler  ;  Quartermaster,  Benjamin  Bourne. 

Officers  for  the  brigade — Christopher  Gluey,  major  ;  John  Bartlet,  sur- 
geon ;  Joseph  Rhodes,  Ebenezer  Richmond,  and  John  Cbace,  surgeon's 
mates.  The  changes  in  this  large  number  of  officers  were  so  frequent,  from 
re^gnatJon  and  promotion,  that  to  enumerate  them  would  be  tedious  and 
useleSB — every  session  of  Assembly  made  some  changes.  These  will  not  bo 
noticed  in  future,  until  the  reorganization  of  the  service,  in  the  autumn  of 
111%,  when  the  Rhode  Island  forces  were  all  embodied  in  the  Continental 
army  and  marched  abroad.  The  same  remark  applies  to  tho  naval  servioo 
of  the  colony.     The  officers  often  changed  from  one  service  to  the  other. 

'  A  copy  of  this  memorial  was  given  to  General  Washington,  who  con- 
firmed its  statements,  and  warmly  urged  its  object  in  a  letter  to  John  Han- 
cock, president  of  Congress,  New  York,  April  30,  1176.  John  Hancock's 
manuscript  letter-books.  No.  5,  p.  17,  in  Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 
For  this  course,  Washington  received  the  thanks  of  the  Asiombly  in  June. 
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A  descent  of  the  Britisli  fleet  iipon  Point  Juditli, 
wlience  a  number  of  slieep  and  cattle  were  taken,  eanaed 
much  excitement,  owing  to  the  alleged  connivance  of  eome 
prominent  persons  suspected  of  being  Tories.  These  were 
arrested  and  examined  by  tlie  committee  of  safety,  who 
were  constantly  employed  in  investigations  of  this  sort. 
Bonth  Kingston  applied  to  Gov.  Oooke  for  an  additional 
force  to  guard  the  coast  of  that  township.  The  fleet  paid 
another  visit  to  Prudence  Island,  and  bnrat  a  few  more 
honses  and  a  windmill.  The  inhabitants  had  ah-eady 
evacuated  the  island,  taking  off  their  grain  and  live  stock. 

Tlio  first  American  squadron  that  ever  got  to  sea, 
sailed  at  tliis  tune  from  Delaware  Bay  xmder  Commodore 
Hopkins.  "We  shall  soon  have  occasion  to  notice  its  pro- 
gress.' 

The  people  of  Newport  in  town  meeting  adopted  a 
memorial  to  tlie  Assembly,  complaining  of  the  severity 
with  which  Gen.  "West,  commanding  the  ti-oops  on  the  isl- 
and, enforced  the  act  against  commimieating  with  tlie 
British  fleet,  and  of  his  seizing  suspected  persons  and  de- 
taining them  for  examination.  They  prayed  the  Assem- 
bly to  forbid  the  troops  from  enteidng  the  town,  and  to 
leave  the  control  of  the  supplies  to  the  council,  without 
the  supervision  of  the  General.  "West  denounced  this 
meeting  as  a  Tory  movement ;  but  the  position  of  New- 
port at  tlie  time  was  most  critical,  for  it  was  placed,  as  it 
were,  between  two  flres,  and  liable  to  destruction  at  any 
moment  from  eitlier.  A  dispute  in  regard  to  rank  arose 
between  Colonels  Babcoek  and  Eichmond,  of  "West's  bri- 
gade, which  ultimately  resulted  in  tlie  resignation  of  the 
former,  although  his  claim  to  precedence  was  allowed,  and 
he  was  for  awhile  placed  in  command  of  tlie  brigade  by 
the  Assembly.     Gen.  "West  complained  to  that  body  that 

'  It  comprised  8  vessels — the  aTiips  Alfred,  of  24  guns,  Dudley  Sftlton- 
Btall,  captain,  and  the  Columbus,  20,  Abraham  Whipple  ;  the  brigs  Andrew 
Doria,  U,  N.  Biddle ;  Cabot,  14,  John  B.  Hopkins,  {son  of  Com.  H. ;)  the 
aloops  Proridence,  12 ;  Hornet,  10 ;  Wasp,  8 ;  Ply,  tender. 
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tKe  Tories,  ari'cated  by  him  and  sent  to  Providence,  were  CHAF. 
allowed  to  return,  tlius  impairing  his  influence  as  a  com-  ^„,^ 
mander,  and  tendered  liis  resignation,  wliieli  was  accept-  1776. 
ed.  Although  these  men,  among  whom  was  Col.  Wanton,  gg  ■ 
were  discharged  by  the  Assembly,  a  vote  was  passed 
justifying  "West  for  their  arrest. 

Hard  money  being  required  for  earrymg  on  the  war 
in  Canada,  Congress  applied  to  all  the  colonies  to  funiish 
as  mncli  as  possible,  and  a  large  committee  was  now  ap- 
pointed to  collect  what  they  could  in  Ehode  Island.'  The 
mmute-men  were  all  dismissed,  and  their  places  snpphed 
by  enlisted  troops,  of  whom  seventy  were  sent  to  James-  27. 
town  to  defend  that  exposed  position.  A  census  of  men 
and  anns  was  taken  this  month  in  Providence.  The 
population  was  4,355,  of  whom  just  one-sixth  were  effec- 
tive men,  with  aboiit  five  hundred  stand  of  arms. 

The  fleet  under  Com.  Hopkins  was  ordered  to  ren-  j^av. 
dezvous  at  Abaco  for  fifteen  days,  after  which  he  made  a 
descent  on  New  Providence,  captured  the  two  forts,  with  8. 
a  large  amoixnt  of  military  stores  and  over  a  hundred 
cannon,  which  were  put  on  board  the  ships,  and  taking  the 
governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  one  of  the  council  as 
prisoners,  sailed  for  home.  jjj-_ 

The  evacuation  of  Boston,  which  was  immediately 
occupied  by  "Washington,  relieved  Massachusetts  from  the 
presence  of  the  enemy,  who  sailed  for  Halifax.  It  was 
supposed  that  their  destination  was  New  York,  and  that 
they  would  touch  at  Newport.  The  Assembly  was  at 
once  convened,  and  a  memorial  was  sent  to  Gen.  Wash-  la. 
ington,  asking  that  the  army,  on  its  march  to  !N"ew  Tork, 
might  pass  through  this  colony.  An  application  for  forty 
heavy  cannon  was  also  made.     A  volunteer  patrol  com- 

'  Hancock  wrote  to  Got.  Cooka  oq  this  sabject,  April  SO.  The  eolloo- 
dons  proceeded  slonly,  for  the  colony  was  alraost  drained  of  specie  before 
this  requisition.  $1,173,  all  that  could  be  got,  were  sent  from  Bbode  Island, 
as  appears  from  a  letter  from  Gov.  Schuylac  to  Gov.  Cooke.  Fort  George, 
May  23,  1776. 
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CHAP,  pany?  which  had  existed  for  some  time  at  Newport,  was 
^^-    organized,  and  placed  under  the  brigadier  of  tlie  island- 

1770.    forces.     Two  thousaad  muskets  were  ordered  for  the  colo- 

Mar.  jjy_  Fortifications  were  raised  at  Howland's  and  Bristol 
ferries.  Privateering  was  legalized  in  conformity  with 
an  act  of  Congress,  and  a  prize  court  established,  of  which 
John  Foster  was  appointed  judge.  Many  persons  having 
removed  fi'om  the  more  exposed  towns,  the  Assembly  per- 
mitted thein  to  retain  tJieir  foi-mer  legal  residence,  and  to 
vote  in  those  towns  by  returning  for  that  purpose  upon 
election  days.  Another  emission  of  twenty  thousand 
pounds  in  bills  of  credit  was  made. 
36_  The  death  of  Hon.  Samuel  "Ward,  delegate  in  Con- 

gress, was  a  severe  and  unexpected  blow.  His  eminent 
services  to  the  country,  as  well  as  to  the  colony,  were  ap- 
preciated by  his  associates,  and  a  public  funeral  was  or- 
dered by  Congress,  to  which  the  other  public  bodies  in 
Philadelphia  were  invited.' 
31,  An  alai-m,  which  for  the  time  proved  false,  that  the 

April    British  fleet  were  entering  the  bay,  caused  Gov.  Cooke  to 

^'      write  an  urgent  letter  for  aid  to  Gen  Washington,  who  at 

once  hastened  the  mai-ch  of  Generals  Greene  and  Sullivan 

towards  Providence.     Both  brigades,  the  former  of  five 

and  the  lattei'  of  six  regiments,  reached  Providence  in  a 

6.       day  or  two,  followed  by  Washington  himself,  with  Gates 

'  Hia  dentil  took  place  on  the  night  of  the  25tli  March,  1776,  of  small- 
pox.   The  proceedings  upon  it  are  thus  recorded  in  the  journala  of  Coii- 

"  In  Congress,  Tuesday,  March  26,  HtS. 

"  The  Congress  being  informed  that  Mr.  Ward,  one  of  tho  delegates  of 
Ehode  Island,  died  yesterday ;  Resolred — that  this  Congreaa  will  in  a  body 
attend  the  funeral  of  Mr.  Ward,  to-mortow,  with  a  crape  round  the  arm,  and 
will  continue  in  mourning  for  the  Hpace  of  one  month. 

"KesolTod — that  Mr.  Hopltins,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Wolcottbea  com- 
mittee to  superintend  the  funeral,  and  that  they  be  directed  to  apply  to  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Stitlnaan,  and  request  him  to  preach  a  funeral  sermoa  on  the  oc- 
casion; that  the  said  committee  he  directed  to  invite  the  Assembly  and 
Committee  of  Safety  of  Peanajlvania,  and  the  other  public  bodies  in  Phila- 
delphia, to  attend  the  funeral." 


„Google 


:    HATAL   VICTORIES. 


and   other  general  officers.     Spencer's  brigade,  of  five  { 
regiments,  arrived  the  next  day,  and  in  the  evening  a  ^ 
grand  entertainment  was  given  to  the  commander-in-chief, 
who,  on  the  day  following,  left  for  New  York,  whither  ■' 
the   army,  there  being  no  canse  of  detention  in  Rhode 
Island,  had  preceded  him. 

Thia  was  a  Btirring  week  both  in  the  military  and 
naval  annals  of  the  colony.  As  Washington  left  Provi- 
dence, Com.  Hopkins,  with  his  victorious  fleet,  anived 
at  New  London,  having  added  fresh  laurels  to  his  conquest 
of  Nassau,  by  a  series  of  engagements  off  the  coast  within 
the  past  three  days.  On  Thursday  he  captured  the 
schooner  Hawke,  of  six  guns,  Capt.  Wallace,  eon  of  Com. 
Wallace,  and  on  Friday  the  bomb  brig  Bolton,  of  eight 
guns.  On  Saturday,  before  daylight,  he  engaged  the 
frigate  Glasgow,  of  twenty-four  guns,  and  her  tender,  and 
after  an  action  of  three  hours,  compelled  her  to  run  for 
Kewpori:.  His  own  fleet  was  too  much  scattered  when 
the  Glasgow  was  discovered,  to  come  properly  into  action, 
and  too  heavily  laden  to  pursue  the  chase.  The  tender 
was  talien,  and  all  arrived  safely  tlie  next  day  at  New 
London.'  When  the  Glasgow  reached  Newport,  the 
Ei-itish  squadron  went  out  in  pursuit  of  Hopkins.  That 
night  a  battery  was  planted  on  Brenton'e  Point,  which 
compelled  the  frigate  to  retreat  farther  up  the  bay,  and 
the  next  day  to  put  to  sea.  Soon  afterwai-d  the  Scarboro', 
of  twenty  guns,  and  another  vessel  of  sixteen  guns,  with 
two  prizes,  anchored  in  Newport  liarbor,  and  the  same 
night  were  attacked  by  the  two  row  galleys  from  Provi- 
dence, the  prizes  retaken,  and  the  sliips  of  war  compelled 
by  the  galleys  and  a  battery  at  Newport  to  seek  refuge 
under  Conanicut  Island,  where  another  battery  was 
shortly  placed,  which  obHged  the  two  ships  to  put  to  sea, 
leaving  the  hay,  for  the  first  time  in  many  months,  en- 
tirely free  from  British  cruisers. 

'  A  detdled  account  of  thesa  engagements,  wliicli  one  limits  do  not  per- 
mit, will  be  found  in  Cooper's  Naval  History,  i.  V7-S0. 
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CHAP.  Congress  sent  on  the  requisite  papers  for  letters  of 
^^'  mai-qne,  and  appointed  Daniel  Tillinghast  prize  agent  for 
1T76.    this    colony.     The    cannon    taken    at  Nassan  were  dls- 

Apnl  tribnted,  by  order  of  Congress,  to  variona  places.  Tliir- 
teen  of  them  were  mounted  npon  a  new  fort  at  the  Point 
in  Newport.  Old  Fort  George  was  reeonstrncted,  and 
another  work  erected  on  Brenton's  Point.  These  defend- 
ed tlie  harbor. 

Bnt  difficnlties  were  rife  in  the  niilitaiy  sei-vice.  Col. 
Babcock  was  placed  under  an'ost  for  some  misconduct 
towards  his  officers.  He  was  dismissed  in  May,  on  the 
gronnd  of  insanity,  and  Lieut.-Col.  Lippitt  was  promoted 
to  the  place.  Hopkins  applied  to  Washington  for  the  loan 
of  two  hnndred  men  from  the  army,  to  supply  the  losses 
^^'  occasioned  by  sielm^s,  and  with  these  he  bi-ought  the  fleet 
from  New  London  to  Providence,  where  he  landed  over 
one  hundred  sick,  chiefly  with  small-pox,  Capt.  "Whipple 
30  of  the  Columbus,  having  been  blamed  for  not  closing  with 
the  Glasgow  in  the  late  action,  demanded  a  court-martial, 

itaye.  which  was  held  on  board  the  Alfred,  at  Providence,  and 
resulted  in  his  acquittal.  It  was  sliown  tliat  the  want  of 
wind,  and  Ms  position  to  leeward,  prevented  a  nearer  ap- 
proach. Capt,  Hazard  of  the  Providence  was  cashiered 
for  disobedience  of  orders.  Other  troubles,  of  a  like  na- 
ture, were  in  prospect,  as  will  presently  appear. 
1.  The  last  colonial  Assembly  of  Ehode  Island  met  at 

Providence.  The  same  general  officers  were  chosen,  the 
people,  having  confirmed  tho  election  of  Deputy-Governor 
Bradford,  made  by  the  Assembly  in  November.  Tlie 
Smithfield  and  Cumberland  Bangers  were  incorporated. 
It  was  resolved  to  erect  a  marble  monument  over  the 
grave  of  the  late  Samuel  "Ward,  "  in  testimony  of  the 
respect  due  to  his  memory,  and  in  gi-ateful  remembrance 
of  his  public  services."  William  Ellery  was  appointed  in 
his  place  as  a  delegate  to  Congress,  with  Stephen  Hop- 
kins, for  one  year. 

The  last  important   act   in   tlic   colonial  histoiy  of 
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Rhode  Island,  is  now  to  be  recorded.     It  ■was  the  Act  chap. 
abjuring  allcgiflnee  to  the  British  crown;   in   effect,  a 
Declaration   of   Independence.      It    closes   the   colonial    17T6. 
period  of  our  history,  for  it  estabhahed  Rhode  Island  as  ■^'^y*- 
an  independent  State  two  months  before  the  general 
Declaration  of  the  United  Colonies, 

However  reluctant  other  portions  of  the  continent  may 
have  been  to  entertain  tlie  idea  of  a  final  separation  from 
the  Mother  Country,  m  this  colony  the  desire  for  absolute 
independence  was  early  conceived  and  steadily  followed. 
Of  the  two  parties  that  elsewhere  existed  ui  America,  the 
Loyalists  or  Tories,  and  the  Wliigs,  the  former  sustained 
tlie  minietiy,  the  latter,  while  it  opposed  the  oppressive 
measnres  of  the  King,  hoped  and  labored  for  conciliation. 
A  few  leading  minds  in  many  of  the  colonies,  no  doubt 
foresaw  the  inevitable  result,  and  secretly  m'ged  it  for- 
ward. In  Rhode  Island  the  LoyaHsts,  considerable  both 
in  number  and  influence,  occupied  a  position  not  very 
different  from  that  of  the  less  active  Whigs  in  other  colo- 
nies. Wanton,  while  governor  of  the  colony,  was  as  firm 
in  the  spirit  of  resistance  as  any  Whig,  up  to  the  overt 
act  of  treason  in  levying  war,  and  he  fairly  represents  the 
Toiy  faction  here,  with  a  few  exceptional  cases  from 
among  the  Revenue  and  other  Ci'own  officers.  The 
Whigs,  on  the  other  hand,  aimed  from  the  begimiing  at 
independence.  Every  act  since  the  close  of  the  Ward  and 
Hopkins  controversy  in  1Y68,  seems  directed  to  that  one 
object.  Tlie  democratic  charter  of  Rhode  Mand  enabled 
the  legislature  to  represent  fairly  and  fuUy  the  will  of  the 
people,  and  their  will  was,  at  all  hazards,  to  preserve  tliat 
charter,  albeit  at  tlie  expense  of  their  former  loyalty.  The 
stamp  act  produced  the  fusion  of  rival  factions  three  years 
later.  The  destimction  of  the  Gaspee,  the  commencement 
of  the  Revolution,  was  a  result  of  that  fusion ;  and  its 
logical  and  premeditated  conclusion  was 

"  An  act,  repealing  aa  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  moreeffeetnaliy 
aeoming  to  His  Hajesty  tlie  allegiance  of  liia  subjects,  in  this  his  colo- 
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CHAP.  JiJ  irnd  domimon  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantat'  n  '  and 
5S.      altering  tie  forma  of  commissions,  of  all  writs  and  p         se     n  the 

"Y^Ct^  Courts,  and  of  the  oaths  prescribed  hy  law. 

May 4         "Whereas,  ia  all  States,  existing  by  compact,  p    t    t  d  alle- 

giance aie  reciprocal,  the  latter  being  only  due  in  nsej  n  f  the 
former ;  and  whereas,  George  the  Third,  King  of  C  at  B  t  n  for- 
getting his  dignity,  regardless  of  the  compact  m  t  1  nnly  t  ed 
into,  ratified  and  confirmed  to  the  inhabitants  of  tl  a  1  ny  by  his 
illustrions  ancestors,  and,  till  of  late,  fully  reeogn  z  d  by  1  m  — and 
entirely  departing  from  the  duties  and  character  fag  d  K  n  in- 
stead of  protecting,  is  endeavoring  to  destroy  the  good  people  oi  this 
Colony,  and  of  ell  the  United  Ooioniea,  by  sending  fleets  and  armies 
to  America,  to  confiscate  our  property,  and  spread  fire,  sword,  and 
desolation  throughout  onr  country,  in  order  to  compel  us  to  submit 
to  the  most  debasingand  detestable  tyranny;  whereby  we  are  obliged 
hj  necessity,  and  it  becomes  our  highest  duty,  to  use  every  means 
with  which  God  and  nature  Lave  furnished  us,  in  support  of  our  in- 
valuable righto  and  privileges,  to  oppose  that  power  which  is  eserted 
only  for  our  destruction. 

"  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  this  General  Assembly,  and  by  the 
authority  thereof  it  is  enacted,  that  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  for  the 
more  effectually  securing  to  his  Migesty  the  allegiance  of  his  subjects, 
in  this  his  colony  and  dominion  of  Ehode  Island  and  Providence 
Plantations,'  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

"  And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  this  General  Assembly,  and  by  the 
authority  thereof  it  is  enacted.  That  in.  all  commissions  for  offices, 
civil  and  military,  and  in  all  writs  and  processes  in  law,  whether 
original,  judicial,  or  executory,  civil  or  criminal,  wherever  the  name 
and  authority  of  the  said  King  is  made  use  of;  the  same  shall  be 
omitted,  and  in  the  room  thereof,  the  name  and  authority  of  tlie  Gov- 
ernor and  Company  of  this  colony  shall  be  subatitnted,  in  the  follow- 
ing words,  to  wit:  'The  Governor  and  Company  of  the  English 
Colony  of  Ehode  Island  and  Pi'ovidence  Plantations.'  That  all  such 
commissions,  writs,  and  processes,  shall  be  otherwise  of  the  same 
form  and  tenure  as  they  heretofore  were ;  that  the  Courts  of  Law  he 
no  longer  entitled  nor  considered  as  the  King's  Courts;  and  that  no 
instrument  in  writing,  of  any  nature  or  kind,  whether  public  or  pri- 
vate, shall,  in  the  date  tliereof,  mention  the  year  of  the  said  King's 
reign;  Provided,  nevertheless,  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained, 
shall  render  void  or  vitiate  any  commission,  writ,  process,  or  instru- 
ment heretofore  made  or  executed,  on  account  of  the  name  and  au- 
thority of  the  said  King  being  therein  inserted," 
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Then  follow  the  forms  of  oatlis  prescribed  under  the  new    CHAP, 
oi^der  of  things.'  ■^^■ 

17T6. 
'  The  original  draft  of  tlie  abore  Act  or  Deciaration  ia  said  to  be  ia  tlie    May  4. 
handwriting  of  Dr.  Jonathan  Arnold,  a  deputy  fi-om  Providence,  and  after- 
wards a  member  of  the  ContineDtai  Congress.    History  should  preserve  the 
names  of  the  actors  in  this  closing  scene  of  our  Colociial  druma.    May,  ITVB. 

MEMBERS  OP  THE  GEHEEAL  ASSEMBLY,  AND  GENERAL  OFFICERS. 

Kicholas  Cooke,  governor.  WilHam  Bradford,  deputy-governor. 

Henry  Ward,  eeoretary.  Henry  Marchant,  attorney-genernl. 

Joseph  Clarlte,  general  Treasurer. 

ASSISTANTS, 
John  Colling,   Suncon  Potior,  Ambrose  Page,  John   Sayles,  John  Jepson, 


John  Wanton,  3.  of  G., 
Samuel  Fowler, 
George  Sears, 
Gideon  Wuilon, 
Thomas  Freeboay, 
Joseph  Belcher. 

FrovideiiBe. 
Jonathan  Arnold, 
John  Brown, 
John  Smith, 
Amos  Atwell. 

Jbiismonih. 
Melcolf  Bowler, 
John  Coddingtou, 
John  Thnrsmn. 

Warwieh 
William  Greene, 
Jacob  Gieene, 
Charles  Holden,  jr., 
John  Waterman. 

Westerly. 
Joshua  Babcock, 
Joseph  Noyea. 

John  Northnp, 
Sylvester  Gardner. 

South  Zingeij>uiit. 
Samuel  Seager, 
Samuel  Bawock. 


DEPUTIES. 

Samuel  Cnrr, 
Benjamin  Underwood. 


Andrew  Waterman. 

Sdtuate. 
■William  West, 
Christopher  Potter. 


West  GreenviiA 
Thomas  TilHngbast, 
Judiah  Aylesworth, 


Middletowa 
Joshua  Barker, 
Nicholas  Easton. 


Litth  Compitm. 
Thomas  Brownell, 
Daniel  Wilbur, 

Warren. 
Cromwell  Child, 
Sylvester  Child. 

Ctumhirla'ad. 
John  Dexter, 
Eliaha  Waterman. 

MichTnond. 
Samuel  Teft 
Richard  Bailey, 

Andrew  Harris, 
Zuriel  Waterman. 


2^01'tTi  Fiatiidetux. 
Thomas  Olney, 
Joualban  Jenckea,  jr. 


SopMjUon, 
John  Larkin, 
Thomas  Welta. 


Motcalf  Bowler,  speaker,  and  Josiaa  Lyndon,  clerk  of  theLi 
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CHAP.  The  records  of  the  Aseembly  had  always  closed  with 
"^^^  the  loyal  motto,  "  God  save  the  King."  At  the  close  of 
1776.  this  session,  the  words  were  changed,  and  "  God  save 
■^^y*'  the  United  Colonies,"  appears,  for  the  first  time,  on  the 
archives  of  the  ancient  Plantations.' 

Rhode  Island  had  become  in  form,  as  well  as  in  spirit, 
an  independent  State. 

'  But  few  references  to  authorities  have  been  made  iu  this  chapter,  and 
a  few  preceding  it,  nor  will  many  be  given  in  the  remainder  of  the  work. 
They  are  very  numerous,  and  for  the  most  part  are  in  manuscripts  not  very 
accessible  Co  the  general  reader.  They  are  principally  the  Hopkins  and 
Foster  papers  iu  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society ;  the  Hutchinson, 
Trumbull  and  Hancock  papers  and  letter  books  in  the  Massachusetts  His- 
torical Society,  the  journals  of  fhe  Eecess  Committee,  extracts  from  the 
journals  of  Congress,  the  records  of  the  Assembly,  and  many  roiumes  of 
original  letters,  filed  and  bound  in  the  Secretary's  office  of  this  State,  be- 
sides the  papers  of  some  private  families,  kindly  loaned  to  the  writer — all  in 
manuscript.  The  Providence  Gazette,  of  which  a  complete  set,  from  ils 
eommenoemcut  in  ITCS,  is  preserved  in  the  Kbode  Island  Historioal  Society, 
and  the  collections  of  the  several  State  historical  BOoiedes,  with  many  other 
Listories,  local,  State,  and  general,  are  the  printed  authoriUes  relied  upon  in 
this  work. 
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CHAPTER    XXI. 

1VV6— 1T78. 

FROM  THE  ACT  OF  INDEPENDENCE,  MAY  4th,  1776,  TO  THE  BAT- 
TLE  ON  RHODE  ISLAND,  AUGUST  SSra,  HIS, 

At  tlie  next  issue  of  the  Providence  Gazette,  after  CHAP, 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  independence,  the  anna  of  Great  ^_^ 
Britain,  which  liad  always  appeared  at  the  head  of  tlie    1776. 
paper,  were  dropped.     John  Paul  Jonee,  late  lirst  lien-       ^^ 
tenant  of  the  Alfred,  was  sent  by  Com.  Hopkins,  in  charge     10. 
of  the  eloop  Providence,  to  carry  the  borrowed  soldiers  to 
I^ew  York,  and  tliere  to  enlist  a  crew,  after  which  he  re- 
turned to  the  station.     One  of  the  armed  schooners  taken 
in  the  late  cruise,  was  purchased  by  Congress  for  the 
Continental  service,  and  named  the  Hopkins.'     On  the 
urgent  recommendation  of  Gen.  "Washington,  Congress 
took  into  continental  pay  the  two  regiments  lately  raised     11. 
in  Ehode  Island,     Of  the  thirteen  fngates  ordered  by 
Congi'ess  in  December,  two  were  bnilt  in  this  colony,  the 
"Warren  of  thirty-two  and  the  Providence  of  twenty-eight 
guns.     Benjamin  Tallman  superintended  the  construction 
of  one,if  not  bothof  tliem.    They  wei'e  launched  atProvi-  I5c&l8 
dence  within  the  same  week. 

The  surrender  of  the  Cedare,  an  advanced  fort  near     19. 
Montreal,  and  the  capture  of  a  detachment,  comprising  a     20, 

'  Letter  of  Hancock  to  Com.H.— Hopkins  Papers,  toI.  ii, ;  R.I.  Hist. 
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CHAP,  part  of  the  Ehode  Island  regiment,  sent  by  Gen.  Arnold 
^^^-  from  Montreal,  under  Major  Henry  Sherlmrne,  to  rein- 
1T76.  force  that  garrison,  were  fatal  to  the  cause  in  Canada. 
June  ijj^g  army  were  soon  after  obliged  to  retreat,  and  the  con- 
quest of  Canada  was  abandoned.  The  question  of  inde- 
7.  pendence  was  moved  in  Congi'ess  by  lee  of  Virginia,  and 
gave  rise  to  protracted  debate,  in  which  there  appeared  at 
first  but  seven  States  in  favor  of,  to  six  against  the  measui'e. 
But  the  war  was  prosecuted  with  unabated  vigor.  Large 
bodies  of  troops  were  raised,  and  the  ships  were  manned. 
John  B.  Hopkins  and  Samuel  Tomphins  were  appointed 
to  command  the  two  frigates  built  at  Providence,  the  for- 
mer to  the  Warren,  the  latter  to  the  Providence,  in  which 
he  was  superseded  by  Whipple  a  few  months  later.  The 
10.  Assembly  resnmed  its  sessions  at  Newport,  which  of  late 
had  been  held  elsewhere,  owing  to  the  presence  of  the 
enemy.  It  was  resolved  to  establish  a  hospital  in  each 
county  for  inoculation  for  the  small-pox.'  A  few  mem- 
bers protested  against  the  act.  The  delegates  were  in- 
structed to  propose  to  Congress  a  general  system  of  inocu- 
lation in  the  army  and  navy,  where  the  small-pox, 
especially  in  Canada,  was  raging  to  a  fearful  extent.  By 
the  advice  of  Congress  a  census  of  the  colony  was  ordered 
to  he  taken.  A  test  oath,  to  be  administered  to  all  sus- 
pected persons,  was  adopted.  Quakers  were  exempted  ft-om 
the  operation  of  this  act,  out  of  respect  to  their  views  on 
the  subject  of  oaths.  Five  persons  in  Newport,  who  re- 
fused to  subscribe  the  teat,  were  removed  to  Gloucester, 
there  to  remain  at  large  upon  parole.  James  Honeyman 
voluntarily  resigned  his  royal  commiseion  as  advocate- 
general  of  the  Court  of  Vice-Admiralty  for  this  colony. 
The  revival  of  trade  was  promoted  by  an  act  permitting 
commerce  with  all  parts  of  the  world,  except  Great  Britain 
If-     or  her  dependencies,  and  appointing  two  Intendants,  one 

'  Thia  was  done  at  Pj'ovidence,  in  Acguat,  and  a  list  of  over  400  persons 
inoculated  at  the  Small-poi  Hospital  in  ProTidonoo,  ia  September  aucl  Oc- 
tober, is  preserved  in  the  Foster  Papers,  vol.  x. 
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at  Newport,  and  ono  at  Providence,  to   snpei-vise  the  CHAP, 
same.'     The  Assembly  then  adjourned  till  August. 

Three  days  afterward  Admiral  Lord  Howe  an'ived  off    1776. 
the  coast  of  Maasachusetta,  whence  he  sent  a  circular  to   ''™*' 
all  the  colonial  governors   announcing  that  he  and  his 
brother,  the  General,  were  empowered  to  grant  pai'don  to 
all  who  would  submit  and  aid  in  restoring  peace ;  but  his 
"  Deelai'ation  "  had  no  effect.     A  few  days  later  a  British 
fleet  under  Sir  Peter  Parker  was  repulsed  in  the  attack  on     ^^■ 
Fort  Moultrie,  before  Charleston.     Two  days  afterwards, 
Gen.  Howe  with  about  eight  thousand  troops,  including 
the  late  Boston  garrison,  arrived  at  Sandy  Hook,  and  dis-     30. 
embarked  at  Staten  Island,  where  he  was  soon  joined  by    ^^^ 
the  Admiral. 

The  instructions  to  Com.  Hopkins  had  been  referred  May  8. 
to  a  special  committee  of  seven  members.     The  Marine    "l™^ 
Committee  reported  that  complaints  were  made  against 
him,  and  Capts.  Saltonstall  and  Whipple,  for  breach  of 
orders.     They  wei-e  accordingly  summoned  to  Philadel-     14. 
pHa  by  Haneoek,  and  the  Marine  Committee  were  or-  ^u't^- 
dered  to  enq^uire  into  the  subject.     They  acquitted  the 
two  captains,   and  sent  them  back  to  their  commands. 
The  next  day  the  special  committee  on  Hopkins  was  dis- 
charged, and  his  instructions,  with  the  complaints  against     12. 
him,  were  referred  to  the  Mai-ine  Committee.     The  com- 
modore waited  upon  Congress,  and  obtained  a  copy  of  the    -^"S- 
charges  against  him.     These  originated  with  the   Anti- 
New  England  feeling,  pervading  members  fi-oni  other 
States,  and  their  chief  point  was  that  he  had  made  the 
successful  descent  upon  Jfassau  instead  of  cruising  along 
the  sonthei-n  seaboard,  as  it  -was  claimed  that  his  instruc- 
tions required.    The  following  week  he  was  heard  in  re-     12. 
ply.     After  a  debate  in  which  he  was  ably  defended  by 
John  Adams,  Congress  disapproved  his  conduct  in  not     I6, 
proceeding  direct  to   the  Carolinas,  and   the  next  day     I6. 

'  At  the  August  Session,  Henry  Ward  vas  oTioaen  Intendant  of  Trade 
for  Providence,  aad  Solomon  Southwiclc  for  Kewport. 
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CHAP,  passed  a  resolntion  of  censure.     It   was  attempted  to 
,  j~..; .  cashier  him  on  the  spot,  wbich  waa  prevented  for  a  time 
17T0.'   by  tlie  exertions  of  Adams,  and  Hopkins  was  directed  to 
22^'    reaimie  the  command  of  the  fleet,  and  cruise  against  the 
British  fishery  at  ^Newfoundland ;  but  the  efforts  of  hia 
enemies  ultimately  prevailed,  and  in  tlie  following  March 
he  was  suspended  from  the  service,  and  on  the  second  of 
January,  1178,  was  dismissed.     No  commander-in-chief 
has  since  been  appointed  for  the  navy.' 
gg*^  Another  debate  ensued  on  the  question  of  independ- 

ence, when  a  draft  of  the  Declaration  waa  reported  to 
''"v     Congi-es8.     Nine  colonies  voted  for  it  in  Committee  of  tJie 
4'      Whole,  and  on  the  final  action,  the  measurewas  adopted 
by  aU  but  New  Yorb,  whose  delegates,  being  without  in- 
structions, declined  to  vote.     The  Provincial  Congress  of 
9.      tliat  State,  however,  gave  it  their  sanction  a  few  days 
later,  and  the  act  thus  became  unanimous.     Attention 
was  at  once  given  to  the  nortliem  army,  and  the  president 
5.      was  ordered  to  write  to  Gov.  Cooke  to  send  fifty  ship-car- 
penters from  Ehode  Island  to  Gen.  Schuyler,  to  build 
vessels  for  the  defence  of  the  lakes. 

The  declaration  of  independence  at  once  altered  the 
position  of  the  loyalists,  and  compelled  the  wavering  to 
decide  which  party  they  would  espouse.  In  Newport 
Ool.  Lippitt  took  measures  to  aseei'tain  the  feelings  of 
those  whose  position  was  doubtful,  by  tendering  the  test 
oath  before  Judge  Bowler,  to  about  eighty  persons,  all  but 
three  of  whom  refused  it  and  wore  disarmed.  The  Ae- 
^8-  sembly,  convened  at  Newport  to  take  formal  action  upon 
the  resolution  of  the  foiu^h  in  Congress,  voted  that  they 
"  do  approve  the  said  resolution,  and  do  most  solemnly 
engage  that  we  will  support  the  said  Genei'al  Congress 
with  oiir  lives  and  fortunes."  Measures  were  taken  to 
proclaim  it  with  militaiy  honors,  and  the  national  salute 
SO,     of  thirteen  guns,  at  Newport.     The  event  was  celebrated 
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■with  great  rejoicings,  and  the  burning  of  the  King's  arma  CHAP, 
at  Providence.     The  legal  title  of  the  government  was    ■'^^'' 
altered  by  tlie  Assembly  to  "  The  State  of  Ehode  Island    1T76. 
and  Providence  Plantations."    The  two  row-galleys  were    '^'"'^^ 
sent  to  New  York  to  be  placed  under  the  orders  of  Gen. 
Washington.     A  fine  of  a  hundred  pounds  was  decreed 
against  any  one  convicted  of  acknowledging,  in  any  man- 
ner, even  in  preaching  or  praying,  the  supremacy  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  and  whoever  should  refuse  to  sign 
tile  test  act  was  disfranchised,  and  rendered  incapable  of 
suing  in  the  courts,  or  of  petitioning  the  Assembly  for 
relief  from  judgment.'    A  fine  of  fifty  pounds  was  estab- 
lished against  any  who  should  attempt  to  depreciate  the 
Continental  or  State  bills  of  credit,  and  a  further  issue  of 
ten  thousand  pounds  in  these  bills,  liaving  six  years  to 
run,  was  made.     Eleven  of  the  prominent  Tories  of  New- 
port, were  sent  into  different  towns  to  remain  on  parole. 
The  records  of  this  Assembly  close  with  the  words  "  God 
save  the  United  States."    The  August  s^sion  was  the    -^"S- 
last  that  was  held  at  Newport  for  four  yeacs.     Offieei's 
were   appointed  for   the  brigade  taken  into  continental 
pay.     The  field-officers  were  recommended  to  Congi'ess, 
tlie  subalterns  were  elected  in  grand  committee.' 

'  At  the  September  Hesaion,  ail  offlcara,  civil  or  militarj,  and  all  attor- 
neys-at-laiT,  were  required  to  eubseribe  the  test-oath,  except  Quakers;  and 
members  of  the  Assembly  from  towns  where  ail  the  electors  had  not  tiiken 
the  oath  were  forbidden  to  take  tiieir  seats,  and  new  elections  were  ordered 
to  be  held  in  those  towns. 

'  The  officers  recommended  to  Congress  were^of  the  let  regiment. 
Colonel  William  Richmond ;  Lieutenant-colonel  Caleb  Gardiner ;  Major 
Benjamin  Tallmnn ;  of  the  2d  regiment.  Colonel  Christopher  lippitt ;  Lieu- 
tenaHt-colonel  Adam  Cometook ;  Major  James  Tew:  These  were  confirmed 
by  Congress,  September  1. 

The  officers  chosen  for  lUehraond's  regiment  were  as  follows : — 

Captoins— Thomas  Wells,  3d,  Christopher  Manchester,  James  Wallace, 
Joaiah  Gibba,  Jr.,  Benjamin  Diamond,  Samuel  Phillips,  Jr.,  Caleb  Carr, 
Abimeleok  Kiggs,  Mutachi  Homraett,  Royal  Smith,  Lemuel  Bailey,  and 
Jonathan  WaUen. 

Lieutenants— Peleg  Beery,  Walter  Palmer,,  Jonathan  Dnval,  Jr.,  Philip 
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P.  A  deed  of  chivalrous  daring,  theiirst  of  many  exploits 
■^  ill  the  war  that  were  to  illustrate  the  cool  eom'age  and 
.  heroic  self-devotion  of  Capt.  Silas  Talbot,  was  performed 
■'  by  him  dui'ing  this  month,  on  the  Hudson'  Eiver.  An 
old  sloop,  rigged  into  a  bomb-boat,  was  placed  tinder  his 
command,  and  prepared  as  a  fire-ship,  ■with  which  he 
sought  to  strike  a  blow  that  should  inspire  terror  in  the 
enemy,  and  give  confidence  to  his  countrymen  in  the  ap- 
proaching conflict.  Ascending  the  river  to  Fort  Washing- 
ton, he  arranged  his  plans  to  attack  the  Asia,  a  sixty-four 
gun-ship,  at  anchor,  with  two  other  British  men-of-wai',  a 
few  miles  below.  "When  all  was  ready,  the  little  vessel 
got  under-way  in  the  dead  of  night,  and  drifting  slowly 
down  with  the  tide,  was  almost  afoul  of  the  Asia  before 
being  discovered.  Scarcely  had  one  broadside  from  the 
doomed  ship  awakened  the  slumbering  echoes  of  the  high- 
lands, before  the  grappling  irons  were  fastened  to  her 

Arnold,  Pbilip  Traftan,  Benjamin  Weat^  Snmnel  BterenB,  Squire  Fiek, 
Stephen  Hopkins,  Ebenezer  Maeomber,  Benjamin  Clmrch,  and  Edward 
Atrowsmith. 

En^gns — John  Pearce,  Peleg  Bimmong,  Jr.,  Benjamin  Burroughs,  Elislia 
Parker,  Benjamin  Stelle,  John  Handj,  Samuel  Hiuke,  Heniy  Alexander, 
Zephaniah  Brown,  Joseph  Springer,  Phihp  Palmer,  and  Moees  Wataon. 

Adjutant,  Benjamin  Stelle ;  Quartermaster,  John  Handj;  Surgeon,  John 
Bartlett. 

The  officers  chosen  for  the  2d,  or  Llppitt's  regiment,  were ; 

Captains — Nathaniel  Blaekraar,  Jonathan  Erownell,  Darid  Destec,  Lo- 
ring  Peek,  John  Carr,  Thomas  Gorton,  Arthur  Fenner,  Benjamin  Hoppin, 
Smeon  Martin,  Christopher  Dyer,  Thomas  Arnold. 

lieutenants — Wilson  Eawson,  William  Jones,  Darid  Searle,  Gilbert 
Grant,  Alexander  Thomas,  Ichabod  Prendce,  Jacob  Williams,  Abraham 
Tourtellot,  William  Belclier,  Peleg  Hossie,  Thomas  Koves,  and  Eeuben 
Hewit. 

Ensigna — Joseph  Bowen,  Gilbert  Richmond,  Samuel  Dexter,  Joseph 
Bead,  Brenton  Bliss,  Caleb  Mathews,  William  Pullen,  John  Cowen,  Philip 
MarUn,  John  Holden,  Benjamin  Bourne,  and  Daiid  Uelvil. 

Adjutant,  John  Holden;  Quartermaster,  Benjamin  Bourne;  Surgeon, 
Isaac  Ross  BUven ;  Majot  of  Brigade,  WiUiam  Barton. 

The  officers  of  artillery  were :  Robert  Elliott,  captdn ;    William  Bull, 
eaptain-lieutenant ;    Joshua  Sayer,  1st  lieutenant;   Nathaniel  G 
lientenant ;  Rhodes  Packard,  Tieateoaat  fireworker. 
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side,  and  a  column  of  Are  that  shed  the  hrightness  of   CHAP. 
noonday  across  the  eurronnding  gloom  flashed  up  from  ,3^ 
the  blazing  bomb-hoat.    The  man  -who  ignited  the  train,    JITG. 
immediately  jumped    overboard,   according    to    orders,       "^' 
while  Talbot  remained  for  a  few  moments  to  ensure  the 
success  of  his  plan.     He  was  badly  scorched,  owing  to 
this  delay,  but  othenvise  escaped  unharmed,  amid  a  storm 
of  shot  that  was  hurled  at  the  retreatuig  boats.     One 
officer,  Ensign  John  Thomas,  of  the  Ehode  Island  line, 
was  drowned  npon  this  expedition.    The  Asia  was  saved 
from  total  destruction  only  tlirough  the  desperate  efforts 
of  her  crew  and  those  of  the  othei'two  ships.    So  alarmed 
were  the  enemy  at  this  gallant  assault,  that  they  slipped 
their  cables  and  gained  a  more  secure  position  below  the 
city.     In  the  following  year,'  Congress  promoted  Oapt. 
Talbot  to  the  rank  of  major,  on  account  of  this  "  spirited 
attempt,"  and  recommended  him  to  Washington  for  em- 
ployment. 

The  arrival  of  nine  thousand  German  troops,  chiefly     13, 
Hessians,  at  New  York,  increased  the  British  force  in 
America  to  twenty-two  thousand  men,  under  Gen.  Howci 
and  twenty-five ships-of-warunder Admiral  Howe,  besides 
which  a  third  division  of  Hessians,  five  thousand  strong, 
was  daily  expected.     Tlie  effective  force  under  "VVasliing- 
ton  was  less  than  twenty  thousand.     Gen  Howe  began  to     S3, 
remove  liis  army  from  Staten  Island  to  Long  Island,  where 
Greene,  now  appointed  a  major-general,  commanded,  with     26. 
about  nine  thousand  men,  but  was  obliged  by  severe  illness 
to  relinquish  the  command  to  Putnam.     Some  hard  fight-      27. 
ing  ensued,  in  which  Generals  Sullivan  and  Stirling  were 
talien   prisoners,   and   Capt.   Benijah   Carpenter,  of  the 
Ehode  Island  Hue  was  slain.    The  next  day  the  British 
attacked   the  American  lines  at  Brooklyn,  but  were  re-      28. 
pulsed.     Washington,  finding  the  position  untenable,  re- 
solved to  abandon  the  island,  and  on  the  following  night,     39, 
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CHAP,  in  person  conducted  the  retreat,  and  under  cover  of  a 
.^  ^  J_.  dense  fog,  landed  the  whole  armj"  safely  at  New  York, 
1776.  Before  this  retreat  was  known  in  Ehode  Island,  the 

|P  Assembly  ordei'ed  the  entire  brigade  to  the  relief  of  Long 
■  Island.  Col,  Lippitt's  regiment,  with  a  detachment  of 
artillery  were  to  march  at  once.  A  committee'  was  sent 
to  New  Torkj  with  a  letter  from  Gov.  Cooke,  to  inform 
Washington  of  the  condition  of  the  colony,  and  obtain  his 
views  npon  the  best  method  to  adopt  for  its  defence.  Ten 
flats,  to  caiTy  seventy  men  each,  were  constructed  for. 
service  in  the  bay.  The  people  of  New  Shoreham,  being 
completely  in  tlie  power  of  the  enemy,  were  forbidden  all 
communication  irith  the  continent,  in  order  to  prevent  in- 
telligence from  reaching  the  British.  Block  Island  became 
a  convenient  place  for  the  exchange  of  seamen  and  other 
prisoners  during  the  war,  More  money  was  requked  for 
the  treasury,  and  in  the  new  issue  of  £30,001  in  bills 
of  credit  that  was  voted,  tlie  continental  denomination  of 
dollars  was  for  the  first  time  adopted,  and  $66,670,  being 
that  amount  at  the  rate  of  six  shilKngs  to  a  dollar,  were 
emitted. 

The  Assembly  had  anticipated  the  action  of  Congress, 

3-  who,  the  next  day,  wrote  to  them  to  send  aid  to  New  York, 
and  called  on  Massachusetts  to  send  a  regiment  of  her 
militia  to  Rhode  Island,  to  supply  the  place  of  the  conti- 
nental troops  thus  withdrawn. 

14_  The  departure  of  tlie  troops  for  New  York,  left  the 

IT,  State  defenceless.  Another  regiment  was  enhsted  at 
once,  ij  order  of  tlie  Recess  Committee,  to  serve  for  three 
months,  nndei'  Col.  John  Cooke,  and  stationed  xvpou  the 
island.  They  were  soon  reinforced  by  a  body  of  Massa- 
chusetts militia  under  Col.  Gushing. 

13.  Tlie  committee  from  Ehode  Island  waited  upon  Gen, 

Washington,  and  remained  in  camp  four  days,  during 
which  most  important  events  occurred.     The  Americans 

'  Joslnia  Babcoolc,  Jolin  Collins,  anci  Joseph  Stnnton. 
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evacuated  Wow  York,  and  tlie  Eritisli  entered  it  under  a  chap. 
heavy  fire  from  their  fleet.  'Ihe  next  day  a  battle  was  "^^^' 
fought  near  Harlaem,  in  which  Yamum's  and  Hitclicoek's  17T6. 
regiments  distinguished  themselves,  and  Lieutenant  Noel  -^^l, 
Allen,  of  the  Rhode  Island  line,  was  hilled.'     Congress  ' 

resolved  to  enlist  for  three  years,  or  during  tlio  war,  an     16. 
army  of  eighty-eight  battalions,  of  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  men  each,  two  of  which  were  to  be  raised  in  this 
State.    The  term  battalions  was  used  for  regiments,  to 
obviate  a  difficulty  in  the  exchange  of  prisoners. 

Washington  replied  to  the  Khode  Island  letter,  thank-      ■^''^■ 
ing  the  Assembly  for  their  promptness  in  ordering  the 
two  battalions  to  his  relief,  and  discussing  at  length  the 
subjects  presented  to  him  by  the  committee."     Congress, 
in  notifying  the  State  of  the  new  army  arrangement,  in      34, 
which  the  troops  already  in  service  were  to  form  a  part, 
desired  that  it  should  he  ascertained  what  number  of 
the  ofScers  and  men  would  engage  to  serve  during  the 
wai'.     They  increased  the  pay  of  the  army,  and  wrote 
another  letter,  urging  that  means  be  adopted  to  prevent     *-''^- 
lie  disbanding. 

Capt.  Whipple,  having  just  returned  from  a  successful 
cruise  in  the  Columbus,  in  which  he  had  taken  some  valu- 
able prizes,  was  promoted  to  the  new  frigate  Providence,      lo. 
New  regulations  were  adopted  for  the  navy,  conferring 
upon  the  officers  assimilated  rank  with  those  of  the  army, 
and  encouraging  enlistments    by   an  increase   of  prize 
money.     The  defeat  of  the  flotilla  under  Gen.  Aniold,  on     13. 
Lake  Champlain,  after  a  bloody  action  against  a  greatly 
superior  force,  opened  the  road  to  Crown  Point,  which 
had  been  abandoned  by  tlie  Americana,  and  was  now  oc-     20. 
cupied  by  the  enemy. 

The  new  army  arrangement,  reducing  the  tliree  Rhode 
Island  regiments  now  in  the  field  to  two,  req^uired  a  re- 

'  Mnjor-Oeoeral  Greeno  to  Governor  Coolie,  17tli  September,  1776.  No.  82. 
'  This  letter,  of  Bii  oloselj  written  foolaoap  pages,  dated  Htli  September, 
is  No.  eOoftheBhodelaland  State  Collection  for  1116. 
vol,,  n.— 61 
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CHAP.  modeUing  of  the  list  of  officers,  and  a  reduction  of  their 

■     number.     Gen.  Greene  prepared  a  hst  to  be  recommended 

1776.    to  the  State  for  appointment,  which  was  eent  on  by  Wash- 

ington.     It  was  important  to  know  who  would  agree  to 

serve  through  the  war  before  making  the  selections.     Col. 

15.  Lippitt  eent  on  the  names  of  several  of  his  officers  who 
volmiteered,  but  many  declined  to  hand  in  tlieu-  names 
forfeai'  of  being  dropped.  The  march  of  Col.  Eichmond's 
regiment,  whose  term  of  enlistment  was  nearly  expired, 

17.  had  been  countermanded  by  Gov.  Cooke  with  the  appro- 
val of  "Washington. 

Privateei'ing  was  conducted  on  a  large  scale,  and  with 
great  success  from  all  the  seaports  of  the  continent.  We 
have  the  names  of  no  less  than  sixteen  vessels,  many  of 
them  heavily  armed  and  well  manned,  that  were  thus  en- 
gaged at  this  time  from  Khodo  Island  alone,  and  doubt- 
less there  were  many  more,  Tlie  -service  that  these,  as 
well  ^  the  continental  cruisers,  rendered  to  the  country, 
by  obtaining  supplies  of  many  articles  which  the  colonial 
policy  of  England  had  prevented  being  produced  in 
America,  was  incalculable.  "  Witliout  the  siiecoi^  that 
were  procured  in  this  manner,  the  Revolution  must  have 
been  checked  at  the  outset." '  Ehode  Island  was  a  ren- 
dezvous both  for  national  and  private  cruisers,  and  the 
papers  of  the  day  are  filled  with  the  proceedings  of  admi- 
ralty courts  held  at  Providence,  and  with  the  reports  of 
their  maritime  exploits. 

gg  On  the  same  day  with  the  indecisive  battle  of  White 

Plains,  the  Assembly  met  at  South  Kingstown,  and  elected 
the  officers  recommended  by  Washington  for  the  new 
battalions.'    Joseph  Clarke  was  appointed  for  this  State 

'  Cooper's  Naval  History,  L,  233,  where  an  anecdote  is  given  in  the 
note,  confirming  the  statementa  of  the  test. 

'  For  the  let  battalion,  J.  M.  Varnum,  colonel  (he  declined);  Adam 
Comatook,  lieutenant-colonel;  Henry Sherburne,mn|or;  Captaiiis — Ebeiiezcr 
Flagg,  Silfis  Talbot,  Thomas  Cole,  John  S.  Dexter,  Simeon  Martin,  Jonathan 
Wallen ;  Fajmaster,  Jonathan  Hazzard;  lat  Lieutenants — Joseph  Arnold, 
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a  commissioner  of  tlie  Loan  office,  lately  established  by  chap. 
Congress  in  all  the  States,  and  the  penalty  of  deatli  was  ^^ 
decreed  against  any  one  who  eliould  counteifeit  the  hlUs  l  ,"6. 
issued  by  any  of  these  Loan  offices. 

Tlie  health  of  the  venerable  Hopkins  preventing  his 
constant  attendance  upon  Congress,  Deputy-Governor 
Bradford  was  chosen  as  a  delegate  to  that  body.  The 
thanlis  of  the  Assembly  were  tendered  to  Mr.  Hopkins  for 
his  services,  and  he  was  requested  to  continue  them  as  soon 
as  he  was  abJe.  The  two  paymasters  were  sent  on  to 
Gen.  Washington,  with  a  letter  from  the  Assembly  and 
the  new  commissions  for  the  officers.  The  last  Thursday 
in  jSTovember  was  appointed  as  a  day  of  Thanhagiving. 
Those  towns  whose  local  ofBcers  had  neglected  to  sub- 
scribe the  test,  were  required  to  hold  new  elections. 
Under  this  law  the  last  recorded  town  meeting  held  at 
Newport  for  three  years,  w^  holden  to  fill  the  vacancies  ifov. 
thus  occasioned,  1^ 

The  capture  of  Fort  Washington,  and  the  occupation     i@_ 
of  the  west  side  of  the  Hudson  Eiver  by  the  British,  com- 
pelled the  evacuation  of  Fort  Lee,  then  in  command  of     20. 
Gen.  Greene.     Cornwallis  entered  the  Jerseys,  and  oc- 
cupied J^ewai'k.     Then  commenced  that  memorable  re-     g^^ 

William  Belcher,  Timothy  Lock,  Samuel  BiBeell,  Wilson  Kawsoa,  William 
Potter,  John  Hondy,  Thomas  Nojes ;  2d  Lleutcnaata — Ichabod  Prentice, 
John  Chapman,  John  Eemingion ;  Ensign,  Zephaniah  Brona;  Quartcr- 
maatflp,  Clarke  Brown.  For  tlie  2d  battalion — Daniel  Hitchcock,  colonel ; 
Israel  Angell,  lieutenaGt-colouel ;  Christopher  Smith,  major;  Captaics — 
Jeremiah  Olney,  William  Tew,  Coggeshall  Olney,  Eplu'sim  Bowen,  William 
Bradford,  Jr.,  John  Carr,  Abimalech  lUggs ;  lat  Lieutenants — Stephen 
Olnej,  WiUiam  Allen,  William  Littlefield,  Gilbert  Grant,  Joseph  WhitmarEh, 
Daniel  Pearce,  Amos  Crandall,  Mieah  Moulton;  2d  LieuWnants — Thomas 
Hughes,  Duty  Jerrald ;  Ensigns— Ebenezer  West,  Holliman  Potter,  Thomas 
Waterman,  Oliver  Jenckea,  Richard  Hunnimell;  Quartermaster,  Cypricn 
Slerrj :  Paymaster,  Charles  Holden. 

It  will  be  seen  that  many  Taoancies  are  left  among  the  company  officers, 
especially  of  the  lower  grades.  These  ware  to  be  filled  by  the  officers  at 
their  discretion.  Both  battalions  were  much  changed  by  death  and  pro- 
molioii  during  the  winter. 
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CHAP,  ti'eat  which,  for  the  ensuing  month,  plaeccl  the  American 

__^_|_  cause  in  utmost  peril, 

ITTB.  Congress  proposed  a  convention  of  the  IN'ew  England 

^7'  States  to  he  held  at  Providence  in  December,  to  consider 
the  Biibject  of  cun-ency,  and  how  to  sustain  the  continen- 
tal credit. 

Col.  Eichmond's  regiment  heing  disbanded,  another 
21.  was  raised  by  the  Assembly,  for  three  months'  service,  to 
include  six  in  every  one  hundred  men  above  eighteen 
years  of  age  in  the  State.  John  Saylea,  jr.,  was  appointed 
colonel.'  The  inducements  to  privateering  so  impeded 
enlistments  for  the  army,  that  the  Aeeembly  proposed  to 
the  other  States  to  lay  a  general  embai'go  until  tlie  quotas 
required  by  Congress  were  filled.  This  measure  was  also 
27.  suggested  by  Gen.  Lee  in  a  letter  to  Gov.  Cooke  a  few 
days  later.     Cols.  Tamum  and  Hitchcock,  and  the  com- 

ag_g{),  mictee  who  had  taken  on  the  commissions,  all  sent  home 
lists  of  officers  who  declined  to  serve,  and  of  others  recom- 
mended to  fill  the  vacancies,  a  duty  which  "Washington 
entrusted  to  them,  who  were  afterwai'ds  confirmed  by  the 


A  gloomy  period  in  the  affairs  of  Khode  Island  was 
about  to  commence ;  one  which  was  to  task  to  the  utmost 
the  military  energies  of  the  State  by  making  it,  for  nearly 
three  years,  the  theatre  of  war.  Seven  ships  of  the  line, 
and  four  frigates,  under  Sir  Peter  Parker,  appeared  off 
Block  Island,  and  the  nest  day  went  up  the  sound  to  join 
the  fleet  of  seventy  transports,  having  on  board  about  six 
thousand  troops  destined  for  Newport.  AU  the  militia 
of  the  State  were  immediately  mider  arms,  and  expresses 
were  sent  as  far  as  New  Hampshke  to  summon  aid.    The 

'  Eenjamiii  Tallman  waa  appointed  lieutenant-coloael,  and  Thomas  Pot- 
ter, jr.,  major  of  this  regiment.  The  company  offlcere  of  this  and  of  Colo- 
nel Cooke'8  oommand  were  chiefly  talien  from  the  raoenllj  disbanded  forces, 
and  OB  they  were  enlisted  but  for  three  months,  before  which  time  an  en- 
tirely now  milirarj  organization  ivae  made  on  a  more  permanent  ba^a,  their 
names  ara  not  g'nea.  Stephen  Wi^eron  was  appointed  Burgeon  to  this 
brigade,  which  was  stationed  upon  the  island. 
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9  Committee  advised  Com.  Hopkins  to  put  to  sea,  chap. 
but  this  he  was  unable  to  do  for  want  of  men.     They  _.^ 
ordered  another  regiment  to  be  drafted,  of  which  Joseph    1776. 
Stanton  was  made  colonel,  and  Joim  Keynolda  lientenant-     ^'''  ' 
colonel,  and  appointed   Gen.   West  as  brigadier  of  the 
troops  on  the  island.     One  full  regiment  of  Providence 
county  militia  volunteered  for  service  on  the  island,  with-      6. 
out  awaiting  the  draft,  and  was  placed  in  command  of 
Col.  Chad  Brown.     An  embargo  was  laid  -on  all  priva- 
teers and  merchantmen,  to  facilitate  the  manning  of  the 
navy.     The  women  and  children  in  the  seaboard  towns, 
especially  Newport,  Providence,  Bristol,  and  East  Green- 
wich, were  advised  to  move,  with  their  fumituro,  to  the 
interior.     Prisoners  of  war  were  placed  on  board  Com, 
Hopkins'  ships,  or  sent  into  the  country  for  seenrity.     The 
stock  on  Khode-Island  and  Conanicut  was  driven  off.      ^■ 
Warwick  "Reek  was  defended  by  Col.  John  Waterman's 
Kent  county  regiment,  Pawtuset  by  Col.  Samuel  Aborn, 
and  Tower  Ilill  by  Col.  Joseph  Ifoyes.     There  were 
about   seven  hundred   troops   on   the  island  when   the 
enemy,  having  throughout  the  week  made  several  feints 
at  landing  in  Connecticut,  entered  the  bay,  and  rounding 
the  north  end  of  Conanicut,  anchored  off  Stoddard's  shore 
in  Middletown. 

On  the  following  day  the  army  disembarked,  one  g 
regiment  at  Long  wharf,  the  main  body  at  Greensdale,' 
in  Middletown,  and  after  a  night  of  pillage,  tlie  next 
morning  marched  into  Newport."  A  large  portion  of  them 
were  quartered  at  the  farm  houses  on  the  island  during 
the  winter.     Besides  English  infantry  and  a  corps  of  light 

'  Kow  the  reeidence  of  the  Hon.  Nathaniel  Greene,  grandson  of  Maj. 
Gen.  Greene,  and  ktelj  for  many  jeocs  Stale  Senator  from  Middletown, 

'  Here  cccura  a  large  gap,  and  the  only  one,  in  the  records  of  the  town 
of  Fortamouth,  the  most  complete,  beat  preserved  records  in  the  State, 
The  laat  meeting  before  the  British  occupation  was  held  on  the  Ed  Dec,  to 
enlist  the  16  men  apportioned  to  be  raised  by  that  town,  and  for  otber  busi- 
iieea.  The  meeting  then  adjourned  to  10th  Dec.  Then  follows  this 
memorandum:     "Rhode  Island,  Sc.     On  Sunday,  8th  day  of  Dec,  1778, 
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CHAP,  liorse,  there  were  several  Hessian  regiments,  the  whole 
,^^  under  command  of  Gen.  Clinton.'  Earl  Percy,  and 
1776.  Major-General  Prescot,  were  also  in  the  expedition.  The 
^^°'  American  troopa  left  the  island.  Col.  Cook  encamped  at 
Tiverton,  and  Gen.  West  at  Bristol.  Assistance  was 
ponred  in  from  the  neighhoring  States.  From  Massachu- 
setts, the  Bi-istol  and  Plymouth  county  brigades,  under 
Godfrey  and  Gushing,  with  three  regiments  and  a  train 
of  artillery  from  Worcester  and  Boston,  were  despatched 
by  the  legislature ;  and  from  Connecticut  three  regiments 
and  five  companies  with  a  small  body  of  cavalry,  were 
sent  by  Gov.  Trumbull.  These  were  (quartered  at  all  tlie 
defensible  points  on  each  side  of  the  bay.  The  State  and 
the  island  were  two  great  and  hostile  camps.  Providence 
was  given  up  to  military  occupation.  Many  of  the  in- 
habitants moved  away,  the  college  exercises  were  sus- 
pended, and  the  building  was  occupied  as  barracks,  and 
afterwards  for  a  military  hospital. 

The  Assembly  convened  at  Greenwich,  but  for  greater 
safety,  adjourned  to  Providence.  A  council  of  war,  com- 
posed of  ten  members,  was  appointed,  to  exercise  the 
10-  power  heretofore  held  by  the  Recess  Committee,  and  re- 
13.  quests  were  sent  to  the  other  Hew  England  colonies  to 
send  committees  to  Providence  to  devise  means  for  raising 
an  army,  and  thus  to  relieve  the  militia  now  in  the  field, 
A  brigade  of  three  regiments,  two  of  infantry,  each  of 
seven  hundi-ed  and  fifty  men  in  eight  companies,  and  one 
of  artillery,  of  three  hundred  men  in  five  companies,  was 

about  8000  of  British  troops  landed  and  took  poasesBion  of  this  island,  and 
remained  until  Monday,  the  aSth  day  of  October,  A.  D.  Ill9,  for  which  time 
the  Inhabitance  was  greatly  opresed.".  The  next  recorded  meeting  was  held 
Nov.  37,  1779. 

'  The  British  regiments  wero  the  22d,  Col.  CampbeB ;  43d,  Col.  Marsh  ; 
61th,  Col.  Bruce i  63d,  Coh  Sell,  of  infantry;  and  Col.  Eonis's  regiment  of 
artiiierj.  The  Heaaian  regiments  were  Hajnan's,  Beno'fl,  Bedford  Lands- 
craft  Sooier's,  and  Anspilter'a.  Tho  laat  was  composed  of  men  all  six  feet 
in  height. 
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ordered  to  te  enlisted  for  fifteen  months'  service.'     Gen.  CHAP. 

Vamum  was  appointed  to  this  brigade,  having  resigned  ^__^._ 

his  colonelcy  in  the  army  at  New  York,  and  Gen,  JIal-  1776. 

medy,  a  Fi'eneh  of&cer  recommended  to  the  State  by  Gen.  ®^" 
Lee,  was  appointed  "  Chief  Engiacer,  and  Director  of  the 
works  of  defence  in  this  State,"  with  the  rank  of  briga- 
dier.    Jonathan  Clarke  was  appointed  Linguist  to  Gen. 
Malmedy,  with  the  rank  of  major. 

Tlie  proposal  for  a  convention  at  Providence  was  at  jq^ 

once  adopted  by  Massaehnsetts.     Connecticut  was  eq^ually  ig. 

prompt,  and  New  Hampshire  also  elected  a  committee  on  19. 


'  Tho  oHioera  of  this  brigade  were:  Of  Infantry— Ools.  Benjamin  Tall- 
mcji,  Joseph  Slanlon;  Lieut.  Co!s.  Cbrietopher  Smith,  Arcliibald  Crary  ; 
Majors  Wm.  Bradford,  Jr.,  Wm.  Barton ;  and  Cyprian  Sterry,  Brigade  Major. 

OfBcers  of  Tallman's  Eegiment. — Captains — Abimeloch  Riggs,  Caleb 
Carr,  Reuben  Ballou,  James  WilliamB,  James  Parlier,  Tliomas  Allen,  Chris- 
topher Mancheflter,  Benjamin  Church.  !at  Lieuts. — Dayicl  Bacon,  Ebenczer 
Maoomber,  Wm.  Sajles,  Jacob  Belk  p  R  f  B  t  W  L  I  Vi  I 
ter  Palmer,  Henry  Aleiander.     2dd   — Wm  AU      'ft  It     Oh  B    j 

S.  Wallcott,  Zadook  WilliamB,  Jon   h      M  Th  m      S  r  b    t 

Rogers,  Daniel  Green.      Enagna— Ab       Ad  D  m  1  F   1      S         I 

Whipple,  Daniel  Sheldon,  Barber  P    kh  m    Th  mas  P  J    h      B  b 

cook  2d,  Joseph  Hopkins  (3.  of  S.)    Alj  t    t— B    j  &    11       Q 

master — John  Handy. 

Of  Stanton's  Regiment.— Oapta     — Th  Th  mp         B      1  S      b 

Malachi  Hammett,  James  Albra,  PI  1  mJ  hGbb  Bjmi 
West,  Nathaniel  Hawkins.  1st  Li  — P  1  B  y  Wm  C  Mb 
Whitmarsh,  John  Cole,  Gabriel  Allen,  Phihp  Traftan,  Joseph  fspiinger,  Joha 
Paarce.  2d  Lieula. — Matthew  SaBdall,  Edward  Crandall,  Job  Greene,  Pran- 
cis  W.  Gardner,  David  Bently,  Isaac  Johnston,  Charles  Lyro,  Edward 
Coleman.  Ensigns — Daniel  Stafford,  James  Oottetell,  Wm.  Whipple,  Joseph 
Uanchester,  Hatban  Westcott,  George  Briggs,  Asa  Kenna,  Josepb  Rhodes. 
Adjutant — Jonathan  Duval,  Jr.     Quartermaster — Solomon  Townsend,  Jr. 

Of  the  Artillery  Regiment.— Col— Robert  Elliot.  Lt.  CoL— Wm,  Wall. 
Major — Job  Pearce.  Captains — Joshua  Sayer,  Jabei  Westcott,  Samuel 
Sweet,  Gideon  Weetoott,  Ebenezer  Adams.  Capt.  Lieuts. — Nathaniel  Glad- 
ding, Philip  Morse,  John  Warner,  Samuel  Angell,  John  Garzia.  Ist 
Lieuts. — Rhodes  Paoifard,  Thomas  Carlile,  Wm.  Comstflck,  Amos  Jillsoo,, 
Joseph  Crandall.  Sd  Lieuts.- Wm.  Ham,  Ezekiel  Bucket,  Elijah  Babbitt, 
Uriah  Westcott,  John  Proud.  Lieut.  Fireworkers — Edward  Price,  Cyras 
Manchester,  Wm.  Page,  Benjamin  Bickford,  Wm.  Kske,  Adjutant — Wm. 
Dennison.    Quartermaster — George  lUcbarda. 
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CHAP,  the  first  day  that  her  legislature  met,     Major-General 
^^"    Lincoln  arrived  at  Providence  with  orders  to  take  the 
1776.    chief  command.     It  was  reported  that  the  enemy  intend- 
■    ed  to  march  to  Boston  by  way  of  Providence.     Martial 
30.     law  was  proclaimed  by  the  council  of  war.     The  Assem- 
23.     Itly  met  at  Providence,  and  two  days  later  the  New  Eng- 
land convention,  composed  of  tliree  memhera  from  each 
SB.     State,'  also  assembled.     Hon.  Stephen  Hopkins  was  cho- 
sen president.     The  two  bodies  consulted  together  through 

26.  the  session.  The  convention  advised  that  an  army  of 
about  six  thousand  men  should  be  concentrated  in  this 
State,  and  assigned  the  quotas  to  be  furnished  by  each 

29.  State — to  Massachusetts,  nineteen  hundred,  to  Connecti- 
cut, eleven  hundred,  to  Hiew  Hampshire,  three  hundred, 
and  to  Eliode  Island  eighteen  hundred,  besides  a  thousand 
continental  troops. 

Tiie  question  of  currency  was  also  discussed,  and  it 

27.  was  i-ecommended  that  no  more  paper  money  be  issued, 
unless  in  exti-eme  cases,  but  that  taxation,  and  borrowing 
at  five  per  cent,  be  resorted  to  for  tlie  supply  of  the  treasu- 
ries. The  Assembly  approved  of  this  resolve,  and  ordered 
a  loan  of  forty  thousand  pounds  to  be  raised  upon  State 
notes,  to  be  redeemed  in  two  years  by  a  tax.  The  con- 
vention also  agreed  upon  an  act  to  prevent  monopolies, 
regulating  the  prices  of  labor,  of  food,  clothing,  and  the 
essentials  of  life,  which  the  Assembly  adopted,  with  some 
additions,  and  affixed  penalties  to  its  violation. 

Two  fire-ships  were  ordered  to  be  placed  in  charge  of 
Oapt.  Silas  Talbot.  The  two  regiments  whose  short  terms 
of  enKstment  had  nearly  expii'ed,  were  disbanded,  in 
order  that  the  men  might  enter  the  new  brigade.  The 
whole  effective  force  of  the  State  was  drafted  for  service, 
in  three  divisions,  each  to  serve  one  month.  An  anny 
hospital  was  established  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Jona- 

■  Tlie  li.  I.  members  were  Hon.  Stephen  EopldnB,  Hon.  Wm.  Bradford, 
and  Ilenry  Waril,  Esq. 


„Google 


BATTLE    OF    THENTON. — A    CHISIS    OF    THE    WAR.  393 

than  Arnold.     The  Assembly  now  fixed  the  pay  of  its  chap. 
members  at  nine  shillings  a  day,  but  the  act  gave  so  much  ^^^ 
dissatisfaction,  that  it  waa  repealed  the  following  April,    1776. 
While  these  two  bodies  were  sitting  at  Providence,  events    ^^°- 
of  great  importance  took  place  at  the  seat  of  war.     Con- 
gress had  adjourned  to  Baltimore,  as  it  was  feared  that     20. 
Philadelphia  would  be  captured,  and  did  not  return  till 
the  following  March.      To  check   the  progress  of  the 
enemy,  Washington  recrossed  the  Delaware  in  the  night,      25. 
with  less  than  twenty-tliree  hundred  men,  and  forming  his 
army  in  two  divisions  under  Generals  Greene  and  Sxilli- 
van,  attacked  the  Hessian  advanced  post  at  Ti-enton  early      26. 
the  next  morning.     The  two  divisions  assaulted  the  town 
fi-'om  opposite  sides  at  the  same  time,  and  in  a  few  minntes, 
with  a  charge  of  bayonets,  routed  the  surprised  and  be- 
wildered enemy.     The  desperate  condition  of  the  army, 
of  which  a  large  portion  was  about  disbanding,  their  term 
of  service  closing  with  the  year,  led  Congress  to  confer    sT. 
upon    Washington    almost    dictatorial  powei's,   for    six 
months,  that  lie  might  reorganize  it  upon  a  better  basis. 

The  last  night  of  the  year  was  a  tm'ning  point  in  tlte  81. 
Eevolution.  The  remnants  of  the  army  were  assembled 
at  Crosswicks ;  the  time  of  the  New  England  regiments 
had  expired,  except  Lippitt's,  which  had  but  eighteen 
days  more  to  serve,  and  as  yet  there  were  none  but  raw 
militia  to  take  their  place.  The  whole  anny  did  not 
number  four  thousand  men,  and  Cornwallis,  with  tea 
thousand  men,  was  said  to  be  marching  from  Princeton 
to  attack  them.  In  the  brigade  commanded  by  Col. 
Hitchcock,  as  the  oldest  colonel,  were  the  three  Hhode 
Island  regiments,  Varaum's,  Hitchcock's  and  Lippitt's, 
with  two  from  Massachusetts,  Lippitt's  regiment  com- 
prised more  than  one  third  the  number  of  men.  Gen. 
Mifflin,  at  the  request  of  Washington,  harangued  the  bri-  ■''''^'^■ 
gade  to  persuade  them  to  volunteer  for  another  month.  i. 
"  He  did  it  well,"  says  an  eye-witness,  and  every  man 
poised  his  firelock  as  the  signal  of  assent.     Within  two 
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CHAP,  hours  the  army  was  on  a  niglit  inarch  for  Trenton,  which 
._^  .^.  it  had  left  two  days  before,  and  where  it  ari'ived  the  next 
1777.  morning.  Scarcely  had  the  soldiers  entered  the  houses, 
Jan.  2.  gQ  lately  vacated  by  the  Hessians,  when  the  drums  beat 
to  arms,  OomwaUis  was  approaching  the  town.  Some 
troops  were  sent  out  to  check  his  advance,  and  Hitchcock's 
brigade  was  ordered  to  cross  the  bridge,  over  a  small 
creek  that  empties  into  the  Delaware  near  that  place,  to 
cover  their  retreat.  Near  the  close  of  the  day  the  British 
entered  tlie  town,  driving  before  them  the  American  de- 
tachment. The  brigade  opened  ranks  to  let  the  fugitives 
pass  through,  and  then  closing  in  solid  column,  left  in 
front,  commenced  a  retreat  to  the  bridge,  exposed  to  a 
flanking  fire  at  all  the  cross  streets.  The  enemy  attempt- 
ed, by  an  obHq^ue  movement,  to  cut  them  off  from  tlie 
bridge,  but  were  prevented.  The  brigade  passed  in 
safety,  and  re-formed  on  tlie  other  side  of  the  creek,  while 
the  artillery,  planted  upon  and  at  the  right  and  left  of  the 
bridge,  checked  the  advance  of  the  British  until  the  bri- 
gade returned  to  the  edge  of  tlic  stream  and  repulsed 
them. 

All  honor  to  the  gallant  men  who,  there,  by  the  side 
of  Washington,  defended  the  pass  at  Ti-enton  bridge ! 
Upon  their  bravery,  for  one  short  but  pregnant  hour, 
hung  the  destiny  of  America  ;  for  had  CornwaUis  crossed 
the  bridge,  the  whole  army  must  have  surrendered.  Yet 
history  has  scarcely  noticed  the  deeds  of  that  eventfid 
day,  without  which  the  victory  at  Trenton  would  have 
been  in  vain,  and  the  battle  of  Princeton  would  never 
have  been  fought. 

At  midnight  "Washington  silently  withdrew  his  army, 
and  by  a  circuitous  route  advanced  on  Princeton,  where, 
at  sunrise,  a  victory  was  obtained  over  three  British  regi- 
ments, two  of  them  already  on  their  way  to  join  Corn- 
waUis. Gen.  Mercer,  of  Virginia,  was  killed  in  tiiis 
action.  After  the  battle,  Washington,  taking  Col.  Iliteli- 
cock  by  the  hand,  expressed  high  admiration  of  his  con- 
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d\ict  and  of  that  of  his  troops,  and  desired  bini  to  convey  CHAP, 
his  thanks  to  tho  brigade.     A  third  night's  march  brought  ^_^ 
them,  near   midnight,  to  Somerset  Coiirt  House,  where    1777. 
the  exhausted  troops  laid  down   on  the  frozen  gi-onnd      '^"' 
without  food  or  shelter.    Tlie  next  day  they  went  into     *• 
winter  quarters  at  Morristown.     New  Jersey  had  been 
recovered  by  the  masterly  achievements  of  the  past  few 
days.     Soon  after  the  encampment  at  Morristown,  Col. 
Hitchcock  died,  the  brigade  w^  broken  up,  and  the  regi- 
ments were  stationed  at  different  places  until  their  term 
of  volimtary  enlistment  expired,  when  tliej  were  sent  off 
in  small  parties  for  home,  luipaid,  half  clothed,  and  pen- 
niless, 

" to  teg  their  bread 

Through  realms  their  valor  saved."  ' 

For  six  months  no  decisive  action  occurred,  but  skir- 
mishes, in  which  the  Americans  generally  prevailed,  were 
frequent  along  the  opposing  lines. 

The  New  England  convention  closed  their  proceedings      !• 
by  recommending  the  last  Wednesday  of  the  month  to 
be  kept  as  a  solemn  fast,  and  adjourned  the  next  day.      s. 
The  Assembly  appointed  the  fast  day,  passed  a  vote  ap- 
proving the  acts  of  the  convention,  and  adjourned  at  the 
same  time. 

Tlie  British  frigate  Cerberus,  laying  at  Fogland  Ferry, 
in  the  East  passage,  was  driven  from  her  moorings  by  the  ' 
troops  at  Little  Compton  who  brought  two  pieces  of  artil' 
lery  to  hear  upon  her,  damaged  the  hull,  killed  six  of  the 
crew,  and  wounded  many  others.  The  Americans  had 
one  man  woanded. 

Gen.  Arnold,  sent  by  Washington  to  assist  in  the  do- 
fence  of  Eliode  Island,  arrived  at  Providence.     He  was     IS. 
made  a  major-gena-al  by  Congre^,  and  Col.  Vamum 
was  appointed  a  brigadier.     The  ai'rival  of  the  Marquis  de 

'  For  1.  more  full  account  of  tlie  affair  at  Trenton  briiJgo,  and  of  tlie 
Eufferinga  of  the  army  Ht  this  time,  see  Cowell'a  "Spirit  of '76,"  pp.  307-10. 
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P-  Lafayette,  to  enter  the  service,  at  tbia  time,  was  a  gi-cat 

^  help  to  the  American  cause. 

Fom-  days  after  the  repulse  of  the  Cerberus,  the  Brit- 
ish landed  upon  Prudence  Island,  and  burned  the  last  re- 
maming  buildmga,  thus  completing  the  desolation  begun 
by  "Wallace.  Gen,  Clinton  returned  to  England,  leaving 
Lord  Percy  in  command. 

Washington  disapproved  of  raising  the  brigade  lately- 
ordered  in  Ehode  Island,  lest  it  should  interfere  with  the 
enlistment  of  the  two  battalions  assigned  to  this  State- 
He  wi'ote  an  earnest  letter  on  the  subject,  followed  by 
another  of  similar  purport.     But  when  the  real  state  of 

■    affairs  was  made  known  to  him  by  Gov.  Cooke,"  he  ap- 
proved the  plan,  and  thanked  tlie  State  for  its  exertions. 

The  British  erected  batteries  on  the  heights  at  the  east 
side  of  the  island,  near  Fogland  Ferry,  and  also  at  the 
north,  on  Butt's  Hill,  Tlie  proceedings  of  the  !N"ew  Eng- 
land convention,  forwai-ded  to  Congress,  were  discussed 
at  intervals  for  several  weeks,  and  finally  approved,  ex- 
cept the  proposals  that  tlie  bills  on  which  loans  were  to 
be  procured  should  bear  interest,  and  similar  measures 
were  recommended  to  the  other  States.  Congress  also 
advised  the  States  to  enter  upon  their  public  records  a 
copy  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  with  the  signa^ 
tures,  which  was  done  here  at  the  March  session. 

The  Assembly  elected  a  portion  of  the  officers  for  the 
two  continental  battalions'  that  were  being  raised,  and 

'  Tliis  correspoDflenee,  preserved  in  the  State's  collection  of  HIT,  is 
printed  in  tlio  "  Spirit  of  'T6,"  pp.  13t-33. 

'  Munj  of  tlie  officers  In  the  two  regiments  recently  diabanded  in  Hew 
Jersey,  retained  their  conimisBious  in  the  two  new  battnlions.  Tha  com- 
roond  of  the  1st  wai!  reserved  for  Col.  Christopher  Greene,  who  had  not  yet 
been  exchanged  dace  his  capture  at  Quebec.  The  ofBcors  now  chosen 
were:  Of  the  IstBattolion;— Major— Samuel  Ward;  Cupts.— John  Topham, 
Elisha  Lewis,  Oliver  Olarke;  Lleuts. — Joseph  Whitmarsh,  Feieg  Hoxsie, 
Elias  Hull,  James  Webb,  Ichabod  Prentice,  Edward  Slooum,  William  Davis, 
Jr.,  Samuel  Hicks;  Ensigns — Eliaa  Blanohard,  EUaa  Thompson,  Samuel 
Hoithup,  Richmond  Springer,  Wm.  Gardner,  Henry  Tew,  Jr.,  Jonathan 
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allowed  soldiers  of  the  State  brigade,  the  fifteen  months'  chap. 
men,  as  they  were  called,  to  enlist  in  the  new  regiments ;   ,5^ 
but  recruiting,  for  some  reason,  proceeded  veiy  slowly,    ITTT. 
The  old  act  for  the  relief  of  tender  consciences,  which 
had  so  long  protected  the  Quakers  from  military  service, 
and  at  each  approach  of  war  had  been  revived,  was  again 
enacted.     Henry  Marchant  was  chosen  a  delegate  to  Con- 
gress, making  three  representatives  from  this  State  now 
in  tiiat  body.     William  Greene  was  elected  chief-justice. 
A  new  loan  of  fifty  thousand  pounds,  upon  notes  payable 
in  five  years,  with  four  per  cent,  interest,  was  ordered. 

The  Marine  Committee  sent  orders  to  Com.  Hopkins,      5. 
to  despatch  four  vessels  under  Capt.  Paul  Jones  of  the 
Alfred,  npon  an  expedition ;  but  that  portion  of  the  navy 
blocked  up  at  Providence,  could  neither  be  manned  or 
got  to  sea.     A  British  schooner  of  eight  gnns  having  nin 
aground  between  f  Prudence  and  Patience  Islands,  the     ^*- 
sloop  Providence  went  down  to  capture  her,  but  the  erew 
set  fire  to  and  blew  her  up  before  the  Providence  could 
ready  the  spot.     A  week  later  the  row-galley  Spitfire,  now     31, 
schooTier-rigged,  in  covering  the  landing  of  a  pai'ty  to  biing 
ofi"  hay  from  Rhode  Island,  had  an  action,  which  lasted  for 
several  hours,  with  a  battery  on  the  shore,  in  which  the 
Americans  lost  one  man  killed  and  several  wounded.' 

DaTis,  Daniel  rminghast ;  Adjutant — John  Holden,  Jr.  Of  tbe  2cl  Battalion : 
— Col. — Israel  Angell;  Lt.  Coi. — Jeremiah  Olnej;  Major — Smeon  Tbayer; 
Capta. — David  Dexter,  Stephen  Olney,  Wm.  Allen,  Wm.  Potter,  Jamea 
Williama;  Lteuts, — Tbomaa  Hughes,  Dutee  Jerauld,  Ebenezer  West,  Thom- 
as Walerman,  Sylvanns  Shaw,  Wm.  Humphrey,  Oliver  Jaocliea,  Benedict 
Tew,  Barber  Pectham,  Samuel  Bissell,  Job  Ciapp;  Ensigns — John  Harris, 
Thomas  Waterman,  Jabez  Arnold,  MaUiew  Coggcshcll,  John  Finch,  Benja- 
min L,  Peokham,  Robert  Helme,  Christopher  Phillips. 

In  Uay,  Col.  Greene  n'as  chosen  to  command  the  1st  battalion  ;  Simon 
Smith,  Luke  Greene,  Asa  Miner  and  Israel  Stoddard  were  chosen  Ensigns 
of  the  same;  John  Cooke,  Quartermasl«r ;  Pet«r  Turner,  Sui^eon ;  Charles 
Thompson,  Chaplain.  In  Col.  Angell'a  battalion,  Sjivanns  Shair  was  made 
a  Captain;  Nathan  Obey,  Lieut.;  Elijah  Hawkins  and  Joseph  Cornell, 
Ensigns  ;  and  Ebenezer  David,  Chaplain, 

'  The  officers  of  the  Spitfire  were,  Isaac  Tjler,  Capt. ;  Josiah  Simmons 
and  Abel  Weathers,  Lieuts. ;  chosen  in  Dec.,  ITT  6. 
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A  valuation  of  tJie  property  in  the  State  was  \. 

_  to  tlie  Assembly,  and  a  tax  of  eisteen  tbousand  pounds 
was  voted.     A  deputation  of  six  Oneida  chiefs  arrived  at 

'  Providence,  and  appeared  before  the  Assembly,  hy  ■whom 
some  valuable  presents  were  made  to  tliem.  Their  busi- 
ness was  to  pledge  the  neutrality  of  their  tribe  in  the  war, 
if  not  their  active  aid  against  the  Englisli.  An  expedi- 
tion to  attack  Ehode  Island  the  coming  week  was  planned, 
the  militia  were  called  out  to  serve  till  tlie  twentieth,  and 
volunteei'8  in  tlie  neighboring  towns  of  Jlassaehusetts  were 
called  upon,  to  meet  at  Tiverton  on  the  twelfth  of  the 
month.  Large  rewards  were  offei'ed  for  prisoners  taken 
from  the  enemy.  But  the  States  were  deficient  in  the 
quotas  assigned  to  them  by  the  recent  convention.  13'ew 
Hampshire  had  sent  none,  only  a  portion  of  the  others 
had  yet  appeared,  and  the  one  thousand  continental  troops 
could  not  he  had,  the  forces  having  been  sent  off  to  the 
defence  of  Ticonderoga.'  The  attempt  w^,  therefore,  re- 
luctantly deferred.  At  the  adjounied  session.  Generals 
Tamnm,  West,  and  Malmedy,  were  discharged,  their 
services  being  superseded  by  the  continental  officers 
already  sent  by  Washington.  A  census  of  all  males  above 
sixteen  years  of  age  was  ordered,  that  the  effective  force 
of  the  State  might  be  accurately  known.  Places  were 
designated  where  freemen  of  the  four  towns  in  possession 
of  the  enemy'  might  meet,  if  as  many  as  seven  in  number, 
and  vote  for  State  and  town  officers  at  the  ensuing  elec- 
tion. Delegates  in  Congress,  hitherto  appointed  by  the 
Assembly,  were  hereafter  to  be  elected  by  the  people  at 
the  same  time  with  State  oflicers.  In  addition  to  the 
loan  Office,  Congress  had  established  lotteries  to  raise 
funds,  and  thus  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the  continental 
bills.  Agents  to  sell  tickets  were  sent  to  all  the  States, 
and  this  Assembly  denounced  tlie  penalty  of  death  against 

"  Letter  of  the  Assembly  to  Got.  Trambul!,  March,  mi.— TrarabuU 
Papers,  Vol.  vi..  No.  E7. 

'  Newport,  Middletown,  Portamouth  and  Jamestown. 
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any  one  who  sliould  counterfeit  these  tickets.  Congress  CHAP, 
also  resolved  that  State  bills  of  credit  might  be  exchanged  ,5^^.'.  ■ 
for  Loan  OiEce  certificates,  such  amounts  to  go  towards  1777. 
paying  tlie  continental  debt  due  to  tlie  States.  ^""^ 

A  serious  misunderstanding  had  arisen  in  the  navy, 
concerning  the  distribution  of  prize  money,  which  had  not 
yet  been  divided.    Tlie  Assembly  had  written  to  the 
Marine  Committee,  and  had  also  conferred  on  the  subject 
with  Com,  Ilopldns,  between  whom  and  the  prize  agents 
and  officers  ranch  correspondence  had  passed.     A  decision 
adverse  to  the  views  of  the  commodore  was  rendered  by     25. 
the  committee,  before  whom  charges  and   complaints 
against  him  were  presented  by  several  oflicers.     The  next 
day  he  was  suspended  from  his  command  by  Congress,      26. 
and  formal  notice  of  their  action  was  sent  to  him  by  the     29. 
President  in  a  brief  letter.' 

Tlie  row-galley  Wasliington  blew  up  near  Bristol,  de-    -^P^'' 
stroying  eight  men.     The  Marine  Committee  ordered  the      5. 
two  new  frigates  at  Providence  to  be  sent  to  sea,  and  if 
not  yet  manned,  to  go  round  to  Boston  for  a  crew.     Con- 
gi'ess  recommended  to  the  State  to  make  another  attempt     ,„ 
to   dislodge  the   enemy  from  Hhode  Island,  bnt   some 
months  passed  before  the  effort  could  he  renewed.     On 
the  general  voting  day  the  soldiers  at  the  several  posts 
were  allowed  by  the  council  of  war  to  cast  their  proxies 
for  State  and  town  officers,  which  were  sent  to  their  re- 
spective towns. 

The  Assembly  gi'anted  a  charter  to  the  Newtown  -„ 
Eangere,  a  company  doing  duty  at  Updike's  Newtown, 
now  Wickford.  They  also  took  measures  to  enlist  five 
hundred  men  for  the  two  continental  battalions,  to  be 
ready  on  the  tenth  of  May,  by  apportioning  that  humbei' 
among  the  towns  to  be  raised  by  draft,  and  required  those 
who,  under  "  the  act  for  the  relief  of  tender  consciences," 
were  personally   exempt  from    mifitary  service,   to  he 

'  Hancock's  Letter  Books,  No.  tL,  p.  170. 
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CHAP,  equally  with  other  citizens,  subject  to  the  draft,  and  if 

_^  drawn,  to  hire  substitotes.     The  attack  on  Danbury,  in 

1777.  repelling  which  Gen.  Wooster  was  slain,  gave  a  stimulne 

OH  to  the  reeiTiiting  service  in  New  Y 


The  doctrine  of  popular  sovereignty  in  its  broadest  ap- 
plication, has  nowhere  been  more  clearly  defined,  or  more 
signally  illuBtrated,  than  in  the  instructions  given  at  this 
time  by  the  town  of  Scitnatc  to  their  deputies.  In  this 
paper  is  foiind  the  earliest  protest  against  the  inequalities 
of  representation  fastened  npon  the  State  by  the  royal 
charter,  and  the  most  repubhcan  ideas  of  the  origin  of 
that  instrument,  as  being  primarily  derived  from  the 
people.  The  townsmen  of  Seituate  held  that,  upon  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  the  charter  became  void, 
and  hence  that  no  legal  government  existed  in  tlie  State, 
"  as  it  appears,"  say  they,  "  that  at  the  time  our  ances- 
tors petitioned  the  Xing  of  Great  Britain  to  take  them 
under  his  protection,  the  power  of  government  was  vested 
in  the  people,  and  by  them  legally  vested  in  the  King, 
by  which  he  was  clothed  with  authority  to  grant  said 
charter ;  and  npon  the  Declaration  aforesaid,  the  power 
again  vested  in  the  people,  where,  we  are  convinced,  it  still 
remains,  as  we  do  not  find  the  people  have,  since  that 
time,  either  by  any  person  legally  authorized  by  them,  or 
themselves,  fixed  any  settled  form  of  government."  They 
complain  especially  that  the  charter  allows  but  two  repre- 
sentatives to  any  but  the  four  original  towne,  and  instruct 
their  deputies  to  procure  an  act,  establishing  a  form  of 
goveiTunent,  to  be  submitted  to  the  people  for  adoption 
or  amendment,  in  which  the  representation  shall  he  adjust- 
ed on  a  basis  of  population  and  property.' 

The  return  of  Lord  Percy  to  England,  left  Gen.  Pres- 
cott  ill  command  at  Newport.  Tho  British  army  estab- 
lished  a  newspaper   at  that  place,  called  the  Newport 

'  Tlie  Committee  who  drafted  thcae  instmolions  were  Ezel;ie!  Cornell, 
Wm.  West  and  Rufus  Hopkins,— Foster  Papers,  Tol.  xi. 
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Gazette.     The  people  at  the  late  election  chose  the  same  chap. 
general  officers  as  last  year,  except  that  William  Chan-    ■''■■^'' 
ning  was  made  attorney-general  in  place  of  Henry  Mar-    1777. 
chant,  -who  was  elected  a  delegate  to  Congress  ■with  Hop-         '^ 
kins  and  Ellery.     The  Assemhly  empowered  Capt.  Hop- 
kins, of  the  frigate  "WaiTen,  to  impress  seamen  for  his      7- 
crew,  and  soon  after  gave  the  same  power  to  Capt.  Whip-      19. 
pie  of  the  Providence.     The   enlistments  proceeded   so 
slowly,  that  additional  hounties  were  offered,  and  one 
thousand  men  to  he  raised  for  the  State  brigade,  were  ap- 
portioned among  the  towns.     In   Exeter  there  was  so 
mnch  disaffection,  that  Gen.  Spencer  was  requested  to 
march  some  troops  into  that  town,  to  seize  the  turbulent 
leaders,  and  protect  the  well-disposed  inhabitants.     The 
scarcity  of  small  money  led  to  the  emission  of  bills  to  tlie 
amount  of  forty-fire  hundred  pounds  in  fractional  parts 
of  a  dollar.     A  premium  of  sixty  pounds  was  offered  for 
every  ton  of  steel,  similar  to  the  German,  that  should  be 
manufactnred  in  the  State.    The  monopoly  act,  regulating 
tlie  prices  of  indispensable  articles,  was  revised  at  great 
length,  and  a  treason  act,  denouncing  death  against  any 
who  should  be  fonnd  guilty  of  mating  war,  or  aiding  in 
the  same,  against  this  State  or  the  United  States,  was 
passed. 

The  lines  of  a  fort  on  College  Hill  in  Providence,  were 
laid  by  Gen.  Spencer,  to  be  completed  by  the  inhabitants.      13. 
Much  activity  was  obsei-ved  among  the  enemy  at  New- 
port.    A  large  fleet  sailed  for  New  York  with  reinforce-     20. 
ments  for  Gen.  Howe,  promising  a  more  active  campaign 
for  the  latter  half  of  the  year.     TJie  stars  and  strips  were 
adopted  by  Congress  for  the  national  banner,  but  the     i^_ 
order  w^  not  promulgated  till  September.     The  Assem- 
bly adopted  the  United  States'  navy  regulations  for  the     IB- 
vessels  in  the  service  of  this  State,  and  oivlered  the  council 
of  war  to  procure  five  vessels  for  the  State,  two  to  he 
armed  as  cruisers,  .and  three  to  be  employed  in  importing 
goods  required  in  the  public  service.     The  embargo  upon 
VOL.  II.— 62 
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CHAP,  shipping  was  repealed,  and  the  corps  of  officers  for  the 
^^^'  State  brigade  was  revised,  and  new  appointments  made.' 
1717.  The  row-galley  AVashington  was  repaired  and  rigged  as  a 
June    geliooner,  and  placed  in  command  of  Joseph  Mauran. 

A  movement  to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  New  Bruns- 
23.     wick  was  made,  under  command  of  Gen.  Greene.     Two 
divisions  advanced  from  Middlebrook,  one  composed  of 
two  brigades,  by  the  east  side  of  the  Raritan  River,  the 
other,  of  Vamum's  brigade,  by  the  west.    Howe  retreated 
towards  Amboy,  losing  about  three  hundred  men  in  a  ekir- 
Ju]y  6  mish  with  Morgan's  riflemen.     The  evacuation  of  Ticon- 
deroga  by  Gen.  St.  Clair  surprised  every  one.     Burgoyne, 
who  with  an  army  of  eight  thousand  men  had  just  arrived 
before  it,  was  inspired  with  a  rash  confidence  by  the 
event. 
h  The  Assembly  appointed  three  delegate'  to  attend  a 

convention  at  Springfield,  to  consider  the  subject  of  cur- 
rency, and  the  defence  of  Rhode  Island.  They  also  voted 
a  sword  to  Major  Simeon  Thayer  for  his  services  in  the 
second  continental  battalion  for  this  State. 

A  daring  act,  which  more  than  atoned  for  the  capture 
of  Lee,  seven  months  before,  was  skilfully  planned  and 
gallantly  executed  by  Lieutenant^Colonel  William  Barton. 
This  was  the  seizure  of  Gen.  Preaeott,  the  British  com- 
mander on  Rhode  Island.     He  was  "quartered  with   an 

'  The  regimental  officers  now  chosen  were :  Of  the  Ist  Segment — Wil- 
Ktim  Barton,  Lleat.-Col. ;  Nathaniel  Hawkins,  Major.  Of  the  adKegiraent — 
Aroliibftld  Crary,  Col. ;  John  Topham,  Lient.-Col. ;  James  Wiliiams,  Major. 
The  artillecj'  regiment  remained  as  in  December.  The  long  list  .of  company 
offieera  given  on  p.  391  was  much  altered  at  this  tJme.  Indeed,  the  changes 
were  so  eonstaot  from  resignation,  caBunlty,  and  exchangee  from  one  to 
the  other  service,  State  and  ConCmental,  that  it  would  be  tedious  and  useless 
to  enumerate  them.  The  brigade  was  firat  enlisted  in  Dec,  WTB,  for  15 
months  ending  16th  March,  17T8  ;  then  re-en)isted  for  one  year,  and  again 
for  another  year  ending  Iflth  March,  1780,  when  it  was  disbanded,  after 
3  years  and  3  months'  service.  The  pay-roU  of  the  brigade,  pving  the 
names  of  all  the  officers  and  privates  at  that  liqe,  is  printed  in  Cowell's 
Spirit  of  "Ifi,  pp.  85-111. 

'  Hon.  Stephen  Hopkins,  Dep.  Gov.  Wm.  Bradford,  and  Paul  Mumford. 
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aide-de-camp,  at  a  house  in  Portsmouth  on  the  west  road,  CHAP. 
about  five  milea  from  Newport.     Barton  was  stationed  at  ,^.^, 
Tiverton.      Selecting  six  trusty  officers  and  thirty-four   177T, 
men,  the  pai-ty  rowed  to  Brietol,  in  five  whaleboats,  on  ^"^J^' 
the  fourth  of  July,  and  thence,  on  the  night  of  the  sixth,      6. 
to  Warwick  Neck,  where  a  storm  detained  them  for  two 
days.     On  the  third  night  afterward  he  embarked.     In      9, 
perfect  silence  the  boats  were  pulled  between  Prudence 
and  Patience  Islands,  so  near  to  the  enemy's  ships  as  to 
hear  the  cry,  "  All's  weU,"  of  the  sentinel  on  hoard,  and 
landing  on  the  Portsmouth  shore,  about  a  mile  from  their 
destination,  the  party  inarched  in  five  divisions  to  the 
house.    The  sentinel  on  guard  was  seemed  by  stratagem, 
one  division  watched  the  road,  while  three  others  entered 
at  the  different  doors.    Prescott  was  taken  in  bed,  h^ 
aide-de-camp  leaped  from  a  window  but  was  arrested,  and 
the  whole  party  silently  returned  to  the  boats.     They 
passed  the  ships  before  any  alarm  was  given,  and  at  day-      ■^'*- 
light  reached  Warwick  Neck.     The  whole  affair  occupied 
six   and    a   half    hours.      Prescott    and   his   aide  were 
carried  in  a  coach  to  Providence,  and  four  days  later,  ft>r 
greater  safety,  were  sent,  on  parole,  to  Connecticut  to  be     14. 
placed  in  charge  of  Gov.  Trumbull.     Gen.  Pigot  was  or- 
dered from  New  York  to  take  command  of  the  British 
army  on  Rhode  Island.     Congress  voted  a  sword  to  Col.      25. 
Barton  for  this  gallant  act.     A  few  months  later  he  was  Deo.  6. 
appointed  aide-de-camp  to  Gen.  Greene,  and  then  made  a      24, 
colonel  by  Congress,  who  specially  recommended  him  to 
Gen.  Washington.' 

'  An  account  of  thia  sffiiiv,  isith  depoaitioaa  of  parties  concerned,  and  a 
list  of  their  names,  is  given  in  "Spirit  of  "16  in  Rhode  Island,"  pp.  4'I-50. 
A  complete  narrative  by  Colonel  Barton  timself,  in  manuscript,  is  pre- 
Berved  in  the  Foatec  papers,  Miscel.,  volume  1.  A  copy  of  Preseotfa  parole 
from  Trumbull  papers,  voi.  vi.,  No.  119,  ia  be're  given ; 

"  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Proridei  'e  PI    tafong. 

I  Bichard  Prescott,  Esq.,  major-general  in  tl     ee  of  1     Bnttanick 

Mnjesty,  being  made  a  prisoner  of  war  by  the  am  )  of  tl     Uu  led  States  of 

America,  do  promise  upon  my  vrord  and  hono    and  upon  th    failJi  and 

credit  of  a  gentlemen,  to  depart  from  here  to  the  F     t  Soo   ty  n  the  town 
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CHAP.  The  New  England  convention,  in  which  New  York 
^^j-i,  was  also  represented  by  one  delegate,  met  at  Springfield. 
1777,    Hon,  Stephen  Hopkins  was  president.     They  remained  in 

gQ^    session  one  week.     To  remedy  the  evils  ai'ising  from  an 
Aug,    inflated  paper  cuiTency,  tliey  recommended  that  all  State 
bills  be  redeemed  by  taxation,  that  no  more  be  issued  ex- 
cept for  small  change,  and  that  taxes  be  assessed  quarterly 
to  defray  war  expenses.     They  also   advised  that   the 

*■  monopoly  act,  having  failed  of  its  purpose,  be  repealed, 
but  that  soldiers  and  their  families  be  supplied  by  the 
State,  to  the  extent  of  their  wages,  at  the  prices  stated  in 
that  act,  and  that  laws  against  engrossers  be  passed ;  that 
restrictions  upon  trade  between  the  States  should  be  i-e- 

S-  moved,  and  that  for  the  defence  of  Hhode  Island  an  army 
of  about  four  thousand  men  be  maintained  by  the  New 
England  States.'  These  proceedings  were  afterwards  ap- 
proved by  Congress,  and  made  the  basis  of  important 
action. 

Many  slight  affairs  with  the  enemy  oeeurrod  in  the 
bay.     The  Eenown,  a  flfty-gun  ship,  was  driven  from  her 

a.  moorings  off  Dutch  Island,  by  the  fire  of  Col.  Elliot's  ai^ 
tillery.  The  same  night  a  party  landed  on  the  island  and 
secured  some  stock,  after  which,  proceeding  to  Conanicut, 
in  emulation  of  Barton,  they  brought  off  two  prisoners. 

5,      Three  days  later  a  foraging  party  of  two  hundred  British 

of  Lebanon,  in  the  Stale  of  Connecticut,  being  the  place  of  my  deBtination 
and  reeidecoe,  and  there  to  remain  until  otherwise  disposed  of  by  Governor 
Trumbull  {who  is  desired  by  General  Spencer  to  take  tlie  pavticular  charge 
of  tne)  until  the  Commander-in-chief  of  the  United  Statea  shall  manifest  his 
pleasure  with  regard  to  my  disposal,  or  until  I  shall  be  duly  exchanged  or 
discharged;  and  tbat  I  will  not  directly  or  indirectly  give  intalligenca  of 
any  kind,  or  say  or  do  anything  to  the  prejudice  of  the  United  Statea  of 
America,  during  the  time  of  my  restraint, 

Glten  under  my  hand,  at  Providence,  this  14th  day  of  July,  A.  D. 
1777.  S.D.  PKESCOTT." 

Major  William  Barrington,  the  aide-de-camp,  signed  a  Blmilar  parole, 
July  12th. 

'  These  proceedings  are  filed  in  the  Secretary's  office.     The  important 
portions  are  printed  in  "  Spirit  of  '76,"  pp.  ISS-iO. 
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landed  in  IN'arraganset,  and  were  repulsed  by  the  militia  CHAP, 
with  some  loss  on  both  sides.     On  the  same  day  Capt.  _^ 
Dyer,  with  a  company  of  sixty  men,  crossed  from  llverton    1777. 
to  the  island,  attacked  a  body  of  seventy  of  the  enemy       "*' 
who  had  fired  on  some  fishing  boats,  and  drove  them  to 
their  fort.     Dyer  was  wounded  in  this  affair.     The  battle 
of  Bennington  cheeked  the  contemplated  advance  of  Eur-      16, 
goyne  into  New  England,  where  ho  proposed  a  jnnctlon, 
at  Springfield,  with  Pigot's  forces  from  Khode  Island. 

The  Assembly  passed  the  necessary  laws  to  carry  out  18. 
the  views  of  the  Springfield  convention,  and  also  prohibit- 
ed the  distillation  of  grain,  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of 
provisions.  They  voted  eleven  hundred  and  twenty  dol- 
lars to  Col.  Earton  and  his  party  for  the  capture  of  Pres- 
cott  and  hia  aide,  and  assessed  a  tax  of  thirty-two  thousand 
pounds  upon  the  State.  Yigorous  measni'es  were  also 
taken  to  siipply  the  troops  with  rations  and  clothing,  in 
which  they  were  so  deficient  that  the  State  brigade  peti- 
tioned for  rehef. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Marchant,  Congress  resolved  to  31, 
purchase  six  large  vessels  at  Providence  to  be  used  as  fire 
ships  against  the  British  fleet  in  the  bay,  and  offered  large 
rewards  for  the  succesefnl  employment  of  tliem.  This 
enterprise  rec[uired  the  concurrence  of  the  eastern  naty 
board  witli  the  coimcil  of  war  in  Phode  Island,  for  which 
purpose  the  board  were  directed  to  repair  to  Providence. 

The  distressed  condition  of  the  Rhode  Island  troops  in 
the  continental  service,  for  want  of  proper  clothing,  ex- 
ceeded that  of  the  State  brigade,  and  threatened  serious 
results.  Gen.  Vamiun,  with  Col.  Angell's  battahon,  was 
stationed  at  Peekskill.  Col.  Greene's  battalion  was  at 
Port  Montgomery.  Col.  Angell  described  his  soldiers  as  37. 
being  without  shoes,  and  otherwise  so  poorly  clad,  that 
half  of  them  were  unfit  for  any  duty,  and  the  regiment  had 
become  an  object  of  derision  wherever  it  appeared.  Tliis 
was  a  strong  contrast  to  the  Rliode  Island  "  army  of  ob- 
servation," near  Boston  two  years  before,  which  was  rep- 
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CHAP,  resented  as  tlie  only  perfect!/  appointed  force  in  tliat 
_^^  motley  field.  A  mutiny  broke  out  in  Col,  Greene's  battal- 
1777.  ion,  of  whom  Gen.  Varnmn,  who  was  called  on  to  sup- 
press it,  -writes :  "  the  naked  situation  of  the  troops  when 
observed  parading  for  duty  is  sufficient  to  extort  the  tears 
of  compassion  from  every  human  being,  Tliere  are  not 
two  in  five  ■who  have  a  shoe,  stocking,  or  so  much  as 
breeches  to  render  them  decent."  Clotliing  liad  been 
repeatedly  promised  but  did  not  an-ive.  The  troops  be- 
came furious,  but  were  qxiieted  by  Gen.  Varmnn,  and  soon 
received  the  relief  provided  at  the  recent  session  of  the 


A  new  privateer  of  twenty  guns,  from  Providence, 

attempting  to  get  to  sea,  was  chased  ashore  at  Seaeonnet, 

and  burnt  by  the  enemy.     The  fame  of  Barton,  and  the 

large  rewards  oflered  for  prisoners,  led  to  frequent  attempts 

Sept.    to  surprise  the  enemy.     Co!.  Cornell  concealed  a  party  on 

^-      Prudence  fcland  in  the  night,  and  early  the  next  morning 

4.  captured  an  oflieer  and  fifteen  men  who  had  landed  from 
a  frigate  to  procure  water.  Tlirce  of  tlie  enemy  wore 
killed  in  the  skirmish,  and  on  that  night  an  officer  and 
two  men  were  taken  on  Hhode  Island  by  a  party  from 
Seaeonnet. 

11_  The  battle  of  Brandywine,  in  which  Gen.  Greene  eom- 

2s,  manded  the  reserve  and  covered  tlie  retreat,  was  followed 
by  the  loss  of  Philadelphia,  upon  which  Congress  removed 
to  York,  and  again  conferred  extraordinary  military 
powers  upon  "Washington  for  four  months.  It  being  re- 
ported that  the  British  troops  had  left  Kliode  Island,  Con- 

14.  greas  requested  that  the  State  brigade  should  march  im- 
mediately to  Peekstill ;  but  the  rumor  was  false,  and  they 

19,  could  not  he  spared  from  home.  The  battle  on  Behmus 
Heights,  near  Stillwater,  reeidting  in  the  defeat  of  Bur- 
goyne,  ahnost  retrieved  the  ruin  wrought  at  the  fatal  field 
of  Brandywine. 

17.  To  follow  up   this   success   another  expedition  was 

already  planned  to  drive  the  enemy  from  Ehode  Island. 
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Maesachusetta  had  resolved  to  send  three  thousand  troops  CHAP, 
and  some  artillery  in  addition  to  her  two  regiments  now  ' 

in  lihode  Island,  and  tlie  Assembly   ordered  half  the    1T77. 
militia  of  the  State  to  he  drafted  for  one  month's  service    ^|P*' 
from  the  first  of  October,  to  be  formed  into  a  brigade  of 
six  regiments,  of  which  Col.  Cornell  was  made  brigadier ; 
the  whole   to   be    under  command    of   Gen.    Spencer.' 
The  enemy's  force  on  the  island  was  reported  by  Gen.     28. 
Spencer  to  be  nearly  four  thousand  men.     There  were 
four  Hessian  and  three  British  regiments,  two  of  each  on 
Windmill  Hill,  a  corps  of  grenadiere  and  light  infantry 
at  Fogland  Ferry,  one  regiment  on  Entts  Hill,  and  two 
near  Newport.     Connecticut  resolved  to  send  fifteen  him-     28. 
dred  men  to  aid  in  the  attempt  to  dislodge  them. 

A  varied  fortune  now  attended  tlie  American  anna. 
The  battle  of  Gemiantown,  in  which  Sullivan  and  Greene  Oct-  *■ 
led  the  attacldng  columns,  and  for  awhile  carried  every 
thing  before  them,  resulted  in  defeat,  and  on  the  same  day 
an  expedition  from  New  York  captiired  the  forts  on  the 
Hudson  Eiver.    Biit  this  success  was  of  no  avail  to  the  ene- 
my at  the  northward.     Kecruits  poured  in  to  the  army  of 
Gen.  Gates,  while  that  of  Burgoyne,  cut  off  from  supplies, 
was  forced  to  offer  battle  at  a  point  six  miles  from  Sarar 
toga.     Gen.  Arnold  assumed  the  lead.  Gates  not  appear-      7. 
ing  in  the  field.     The  victory  was  decisive.     Tlie  next      8, 
day  was  spent  in  skirmishes,  and  Enrgoyne  was  obliged 
to  fall  back  upon  Saratoga.     Cut  off  from,  all  communica- 
tion with  New  York,  and  surrounded  by  a  greatly  su- 
perior and  daily  increasing  force,  he  finally  sniTendered     it. 
with  his  whole  army  as  prisoners  of  war.     An  official  re- 
turn of  the  conquered  army  shows  the  exact  number  of 
prisoners  to  be  five  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- 
three. 

'  This  Assembly  olao,  in  eooformity  with  a  resolve  of  Congress  againgt 
betting  at  liofse-races,  passed  an  Act,  forbidding  any  bet  to  be  made  upon 
a  horse-raee,  under  a  penalty  of  one  liundred  pounds,  and  forfeiture  of  the 
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CHAP.  The  forces  gathered  for  the  attack  on  Bhode-island, 
_^^  amonnted  to  about  nine  thousand  men.  A  large  number 
177T.    of  boats  were  collected  at  Tiverton  under  charge  of  Major 

^f-  Nathan  Munro,  but  on  the  night  iixed  for  the  attack, 
some  preparations  remained  incomplete.  A  storm  delayed 
the  attempt  for  three  days,  when  it  was  renewed,  but  tlie 

19.  wind  proving  unfavorable  and  some  of  the  boats  being 
seen  and  flred  upon  by  the  enemy,  tlie  attempt  was  again 
postponed  four  days,  and  the  place  of  attack  was  changed 
to  a  point  farther  north,  above  Fogland  Ferry.     Again 

33.  the  weather  proved  unfavorable.  These  delays  disaffected 
tlie  troops,  and  many  withdrew.     Scarcely  five  thousand 

26,  could  be  mustered  on  the  last  night  assigned  for  the  em- 
bai'cation.  A  council  of  officers  decided  that  it  was  inex- 
pedient to  make  the  attempt,  and  the  expedition  was 
abandoned.  Great  dissatisfaction  was  felt  at  this  futile 
result  of  so  much  preparation,  and  bitter  complaints  were 
made  of  the  inefficiency  of  Spencer. 

32.  But  while  this  affair  was  in  progress,  a  brilliant  action 

waa  fought  at  Eedbank,  a  fort  on  the  Jersey  aide  of  the 
Delaware  Hiver,  whither  the  two  Rhode  Island  regiments 

8,      had  been  ordered  after  the  battle  of  Germantown.     Late 

23.  in  the  afternoon,  Count  Donop,  with  a  body  of  twelve 
hundred  lleaaians,  summoned  the  fort  to  surrender.  Col. 
Greene,  who  had  concealed  all  but  about  fifty  of  his  men 
when  the  officer  brought  the  summons,  replied :  "  with 
these  brave  fellows  this  fort  shall  be  my  tomb,"  The 
gaiTieon  being  too  small  to  defend  the  entire  works,  half 
of  the  fort  waa  abandoned,  which  aided  the  deception  and 
gave  confidence  to  the  enemy.  The  asaault  instantly 
commenced,  and  the  undefended  portion  of  the  fort  was 
at  once  occupied  by  the  enemy.  But  a  terrible  fire  was 
poured  upon  them  from  the  inner  lines.  Count  Donop 
fell  mortally  wounded,  and  within  forty  minutes  the  Hes- 
sians were  driven  back  with  the  loss  of  one-fourth  of  their 
number.  Capt.  Sylvanus  Shaw,  of  Angell'a  battalion, 
was  killed  in  this  action.     At  the  same  time  the  British 
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ships  opened  a  furioiia  cannonade  upon  Tort  Mifflin  on  CHAP' 
Mud  Island,  which  was  gallantly  defended  by  Col.  Smitli  .^.^ 
of  Maryland.     Haalewood,  in  command  of  tlie  Pennsyl-    1717. 
vania  Flotilla,  and  some  Continental  ships,  rendered  great     ^"^ 
service,  and  the  next  morning  drove  the  enemy's  fleet 
down  tlie  river,  with  the  loss  of  a  sixty-four  gun  ship  and 
a  frigate  that  were  blown  up.     For  this  gallant  defence, 
Bwords  were  voted  by  Congress  to  tlie  three  commanders,      ^^* 
at  tlie  same  time  that  a  gold  medal  was  voted  to  GJ-atea 
for  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne. 

The  Assembly  appointed  a  committee  to  inquire  into     ™- 
the   cause  of  the  failure  of  the  late  expedition  against 
Khode-island.     Gen.  Cornell  presented  a  statement  of  the 
affaii',  and  Gen.  Spencer  proposed  that  a  joint  committee     31. 
from  the  several  States  be  called  to  inquire  into  the  facts, 
and  to  provide  for  future  operations.     A  court  of  inquiry 
was  accordingly  held  at  Providence,  and  at  its  close  made    ^°^- 
a  report,  exonerating  Spencer,  and  attributing  the  failure 
to  a  delay  on  the  part  of  Palmer's  brigade  in  not  having 
their  boats  in  readiness  on  the  night  first  assigned  for  the 
attack,  and  to  tlie  unfavorable  weather  afterwai'ds. 

The  British   ship  Syren,  of  twenty-eight  guns,  ran      ''■ 
ashore  at  Point  Judith,  and  was  captm'ed  hy  the  artillery 
at  tliat  station.     Her  crew  of  a  hundred  and  sixty-six 
officers  and  men  were  taken  prisoners  and  carried  to 
Providence. 

The  two  forts  on' the  Delaware,  Mercer  at  Redbank, 
and  Mifflin  on  Mud  Island,  which  had  been  so  nobly  de- 
fended, were  at  length  abandoned  to  the  enemy,  who 
being  reinforced    from    New   York,   fortified    Province 
Island,  a  low  bank  like  Mud  Island  and  almost  contigu- 
ous to  it,  whence  they  opened  an  incessant  fire  upon  Fort     10. 
Mifflin.     Col.  Smith  was  wounded  the  next  day,  and  left      li- 
the fort  in  command  of  Lieut.-Ool.  Kussell  of  Yamum's 
brigade.     Major  Simeon  Thayer  volunteered  to  relieve 
EuBsell,  and  led  a  detachment  into  the  fort.     Three  hun-     13. 
dred  men  now   composed    the    garrison    imder    Major 
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CHAP.  Thayer.     The  enemy's  ehipa  also  took  position  to  rake  the 
__^  fort.     The  cannonade   continued  day  and  night.     New 
1777.    tattenes  were  opened  and  more  ships  were  brought  into 
15'    ^^^^°^'  some  so  near  that  hand  grenades  were  thrown 
from  the  round  tops  into  the  fort.     Another  such  cannon- 
ade has  never  been  known  in  America.     The  works  were 
utterly  destroyed,  the  cannon  dismounted,  and  the  men 
exposed  to  cross  fires  in  all  directions  from  the  hostile 
ships  and  batteries.     Nothing  remained  but  to  leave  the 
fort,  which  was   done  that  evening,  and  Major  Thayer 
with  the  remnant  of  his  heroic  band,  crossed  over  at  mid- 
night to  Fort  Mercer.     OornwalKs  crossed  the  Delaware, 
with  the  design  to  attack  Itedbank,  but  as  that  post  was 
17.     no  longer  tenable,  it  was  evacuated,  and  tliree  days  after- 
20.     wards  the  enemy  took  possession.' 

Congress  adopted  the  plan  of  taxation,  as  suggested 

by  the  Springfield  Convention,  and  recommended  the 

22.     States  to  raise  five  millions  of  dollars  by  that  means,  of 

which  the  sum  assigned  for  Ehode  Island  to  raise  was  one 

'  Thorehaa  been  a  mianndcrstanding  as  to  tlie  sword  voted  fo  Colonel 
Smith  for  the  defence  of  Tort  Mifflin.  That  was  for  the  action  of  October 
22-28,  when  Smith  was  in  command,  and  was  Toted  by  Congress,  November 
4th,  a  week  before  Smith,  wounded  nt  tbe  second  attack,  resigned  the  post, 
and  Major  Thajer  toolt  the  command.  The  three  swords  then  voted  were 
made  m  France,  and  nine  years  eiapsed  before  they  were  received.  The 
splendor  of  Thayer's  defence,  from  the  12th  to  the  16tb  November,  had 
justly  eclipsed  that  of  Smith  in  the  former  battle;  and  when  the  swords 
came  it  was  thought  that  Thayer  sbould  have  received  the  Mifflin  sword,  and 
not  Smith,  In  justice,  Congress  should  afterwards  have  voted  a  sword  to 
Thajer  also,  for  hia  more  brilliant  defence  in  November,  but  Smith  was  en- 
titled to  and  received  his  sword  at  tlie  same  time  with  Greene  and  Hflzlewood, 
(or  their  representatives,)  for  the  action  in  October,  in  accordance  with  the 
vote  of  November  4tb,  passed  a  week  before  the  second  battle.  Much  feel- 
ing was  excited  at  the  time  by  this  apparent  oversight  of  Thayer  by  Congress, 
and  the  inaccuracy  of  later  chroniclers  has  caused  the  impression  that  the 
sword  was  voted  for  a,  defence  made  by  Thayer,  and  through  an  error  of 
Congress  was  given  to  Smith.  A  careful  attention  to  the  dates  above  given 
will  show  the  exact  truth  of  the  matter.  The  letters  of  General  Tarnum  and 
Colonel  Angell,  with  some  further  statements  on  this  subject,  and  the  vote  of 
Congress  of  Kovember  4th,  are  given  in  "Spirit  of '78,"  pp.  S96-304. 
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liTiiidred  thousand  dollars.  They  also  advised  the  confis-  chap, 
cation  and  sale  of  Tory  estates,  and  ordered  an  inquiry  -^.^ 
into  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  the  expedition  against  '^Trf. 
Brhode-island,  which  resulted  very  jnueh  as  the  inquiry  ji' 
at  Providence  had  already  done/ 

Tlie  Assembly,  in  accordance  ■with  a  resolution  of  Con-  l. 
gress,  appointed  the  eighteenth  of  December  as  a  day  of 
Thanksgiving.  They  also  levied  a  tax  of  forty-eight 
thoTisand  pounds  upon  the  State.  Washington  went  into 
winter  quarters  at  Valley  Forge,  where  Howo  attempted  B. 
to  attack  him,  hut  after  some  skirmishing  withdrew. 
The  presence  of  the  enemy  on  the  island,  and  the  large 
force  kept  in  the  field  on  that  account,  caused  a  great 
scarcity  of  provisions  in  this  State,  so  that  persons  were  io_ 
sent  into  Connecticut  to  purchase  them.  The  articles  of 
confederation  prepared  by  Congress  having  been  received, 
together  with  a  recommendation  to  the  northern  States  to 
hold  a  convention  at  New  Haven  to  regulate  prices,  the 
council  of  war  advised  that  the  Assembly  be  convened  to 
consider  these  important  subjects.  Before  it  met,  the 
arrival  of  the  British  fleet  from  the  Delaware  to  winter  at 
Newport  caused  great  alarm.  An  attack  on  Providence 
was  expected,  many  people  left  tlie  place,  and  the  council 
of  war,  which  sat  daily  in  the  recess  of  the  Assembly,  got 
ready  the  beacon  and  notified  the  suiromiding  country'  to  18. 
prepai'e  for  defence. 

The  Assembly  sat  at  Providence  four  days.  "William  19-33. 
Greene  and  Jabez  Eowen  were  appointed  commissioners 
to  meet  with  those  of  the  other  States  at  New  Haven  ac- 
cording to  the  recommendation  of  Congress.  The  term 
of  enlistment  for  the  State  brigade  was  to  expire  in  March, 
the  recruiting  service  proceeded  but  slowly,  and  the  ranks 
were  by  no  means  full.  Tlie  Assembly  resolved  to  raise 
a  brigade  of  fifteen  hundred  men,  the  quota  assigned  by 
the  Springfield  Convention,  to  serve  for  a  yeai'  from  the 

'  Seo  Journala  of  Congreaa,  iii.  511.    General  Spencer  resigned  on  Slst 
December,  and  his  reaignation  was  accepted  13tb  January,  1'7TS. 
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CHAP,  coming  March.     This  was  in  fact  a  re-enlistment  of  so 
,^^  many  of  the  exieting  force  as  chose  to  serve,  over  -whom 

1777.  Gen.  Cornell  was  made  brigadier,  with  but  few  changes 
ill  the  field  officers.' 

1778,  The  British  had  also  organized  a  corps  of  Tories  upon 
the  island,  known  as  the  Lojal  Newport  Associators. 
"What  was  the  number  of  this  force,  or  of  how  many  com- 
panies it  consisted,  we  do  not  know.     The  officers  of  one 

Jan.l.  company,  appointed  by  Major-General  Pigot,  are  all 
whose  names  we  have  been  able  to  ascertain."    It  was 

2-  proposed  by  Gen.  Varnum  to  AVasliington,  that  the  two 
Ehodo  Island  battalions  in  camp  at  Valley  Forge  should 
be  united,  and  that  the  officers  of  one,  Col.  Greene,  Lieut.- 
Col.  Olncy,  and  Major  "Ward,  with  their  subalterns,  be 
sent  to  Ehode  Island  to  enlist  a  battalion  of  negi-oes  for 
the  continental  service.  The  plan  was  approved  and  the 
officers  were  sent  home  for  that  purpose.  So  great  were 
the  sufferings  of  the  refugees  from  Newport,  that  an  ap- 

8.  peal  on  their  behalf  was  made  to  the  coimtry  through  the 
press.  Tliere  were  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  these  persons 
then  in  Providence  with  no  means  of  support.  The  same 
liberality  which  three  years  "before  had  been  shown  to  the 
poor  of  Boston  was  extended  to  their  relief. 

'^'  Congress  earnestly  recommended  the  New  England 

States  to  keep  up  the  force  in  Khode  Island  agreed  upon 

'  Of  the  1st  battalion,  the  ofSoerB  now  chosen  were  Col.  Archibald  Crarj, 
LicuMnsuC-coloQelJoIiQ  Topham,  Mi^of  James  Willmms;  of  the  2d,  Colonel 
William  Barton,  laeutenan^colonel  Walhaoiel  Hawkins;  Major  of  Brigadt 
John  Handy;  of  artillery,  Colonel  Roijert  Elliot,  Major  Joaiah  Flagg.  Upo 
Colonel  Barton's  receiving  a  commission  as  colonel  in  the  Continentd  sei 
vice.  Colonel  John  Topham  was  appointed  to  the  2d  battalion,  Major  Wil. 
liamo  ivas  promoted  to  be  lieutenant-colonel,  and  Christopher  Jtaiichestei 
wna  made  major ;  Samuel  Phillips  whs  made  major  of  Colonel  Topham'a  i 

'  Sabini,  s  History  of  American  Loyalists  refers  to  this  subject,  page 
and  s^Ts  there  were  posably  three  companies.  The  officers  of  one  ci 
pany  ivho  were  appointed  by  Pigot,  January  1,  1778,  were  Joseph  Durfee, 
captain  nee  Simeon  Pease  deceased,  Giles  Stanton,  1st  lieutenant,  John 
Thurston,  jr ,  2d  lieutenant. 
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at  tlie  Springfield  Convention,  and  advised  the  tomporai'y  CHAP, 
appointment  of  tlio  ncceseaiy  general  officers  for  that  pur-  ..^^ 
pose.'     They  also  accepted  the  resignation  of  Gen.  Spen-    1778. 
cer,  to  take  effect  on  the  arrival  of  his  sncceseor.    The    ''^'"'■ 
convention  of  delegates  from  the  eight  northern  States 
met  at  New  Haven,  and  agreed  upon  a  scale  of  prieee  for     15. 
lahor  and  produce,  to  be  enacted  by  tlie  legislatures,  to 
take  effect  in  March.     This  was  the  third  effort  of  the 
hind  which  failed  of  its  object.     Masaaehnactts  refused  to 
pass  the  act,  and  Congress  ultimately  abandoned  the  un- 
wise and  fruitless  scheme. 

Early  in  Ii"ebruary,  New  Providence  became  again  the  Feb. 
scene  of  a  daring  enterprise  in  which  E,hode  Island  took  a 
leading  pai't.  The  U.  S.  sloop  Providence,  of  twelve 
guns,  Capt.  John  Hathbonc,  landed  a  party  of  thirty  men 
under  Lieut.  John  Trevett  of  I^ewport,  who  with  fifteen 
men  scaled  the  walls  at  night,  and  took  the  fort.  The 
remainder  of  the  force,  with  some  prisoners  who  joined 
them,  seized  a  small  island  opposite  the  town.  They  held 
possession  for  three  days,  captured  six  veasels  in  the  har- 
bor, drove  off  a  British  sloop-of-war  that  attempted  to 


'  Under  this  recommendation,  Solomon  Southwiok  was  appointed  by  Iho 
Assembly  in  February  to  be  deputy  commissary-general  of  iesuea.  Major- 
genernl  N.  Greene,  at  tbe  earnest  solicitation  of  Washington,  took  the  re- 
sponsible position  of  quartermaster-general  of  the  Continental  army,  in  March, 
and  under  him,  Tbonias  Greene  was  made  deputy  quartermaster-general,  in 
this  State,  and  was  succeeded  in  the  autumn  of  this  year  by  Ephraim 
Bowen,  jr.  John  Eeynolds  was  agent  clothier  for  Ehodo  Island — a  delicato 
and  difficult  post  in  the  embarraEsed  state  of  the  service,  and  Nathaniel 
Mumford  was  State  clothier  for  the  troops.  Asa  Watennan,  of  Norwich, 
Connectiout,  vob  deputy  oommissary-general  of  purchases  for  Rhode  (sland, 
appointfid  in  May.  Nathaniel  Norton  was  forage  master,  appointed  by 
General  SulliTan  in  September.  The  accounts  of  all  these  officers  in  the 
Staff  department  of  the  army,  not  directly  appointed  by  Congress,  were  ex- 
amined by  a  committee  of  the  Genera!  Assembly,  in  September,  17T9,  In 
accordance  with  a  resolve  of  Congress.  The  proceedings  of  this  committee, 
which  met  September  29,  mg,  and  adjourned  from  time  to  time,  are  pre- 
Eorvcd  in  Foster  Papers,  volume  ii. 

Caleb  Harris  was  director  of  the  powder  mill  in  this  State.  Benjamin 
Stelle  was  made  assistant  paymaster,  in  March,  1773. 
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CHAP,  enter  the  port,  and  having  spiked  the  gnns,  brought  away 

__   .'__^  a  quantity  of  military  stores  ■without  the  loss  of  a  man, 

1778.         Gen.  Greene  applied  to  Washington  for  the  appoint- 

'^  '    ment  at  Khode Island,  to  succeed  Spencer,  buthia  services 

could  not  be  spared  from  the  camp.    He  then  suggested 

that  the  Rhode  Island  troops  he  sent  home  to  defend  their 

State,  a  measure  which  was  also  urged  by  Gen.  Tamum, 

and  which  was  conceded  somewhat  later. 

An  all-important  event  now  occurred  in  Europe.  The 
negotiations  at  Paris  terminated  in  the  signing  of  the 
6.  treaty  of  alliance  between  France  and  the  United  States. 
The  independence  of  America  was  thns  acknowledged  by 
the  great  rival  of  Britain,  and  substantial  aid  to  the  cause 
of  liberty  was  soon  to  be  rendered  by  the  French  monarch. 
^-  The  Assembly,  acting  upon  the  suggestion  of  Vamum, 

approved  by  Washington,  resolved  to  raise  a  regiment  of 
slaves,  who  were  to  be  freed  upon  their  enlistment,  and 
their  owners  to  be  paid  by  the  State  according  to  the 
valuation  of  a  committee.  One  hundred  and  twenty 
pounds  was  the  limit  of  value  allowed  by  the  act.  Six 
deputies  protested  against  this  act  on  the  ground  that 
there  were  not  enough  slaves  to  make  an  effective  regi- 
ment, that  the  measure  would  be  disapproved  abroad,  that 
the  expense  would  he  greater,  and  tlie  owners  be  dissatis- 
fied with  the  indemnity  offered  by  the  State.  The  ai-ticles 
of  Confederation  were  accepted.  The  delegates  in  Oon- 
gi-ess  were  instructed  to  obtain  certain  modifications  if 
possible,  but  in  any  event  to  sign  the  articles.  Tlio  pro- 
posed amendments  related  to  the  nwiiber  of  representa^ 
tives,  that  one  might  suffice  in  certain  eases ;  to  the  mode 
of  taxation,  that  an  estimate  be  made  every  five  years; 
and  to  the  public  lands,  that  they  should  be  proportion- 
ably  distributed  among  the  States.  A  tax  of  thirty-two 
thousand  pounds  was  assessed,  and  a  biU  establishing  an 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  State  was  referred  to  the  people 
in  their  town  meetings  for  inetractions  to  their  deputies 
This  measure  was  so  strenuously  opposed. 
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on  account  of  the  position  in  which  it  might  involve  the  CHAP. 
Quakers,  that  the  hill  never  was  reported.'  ■^^'■ 

The  frigate  "Warren,  Capt,  John  B.  Hopkins,  having    iy78. 
long  waited  a  favorable  opportunity  to  elude  the  enemy    ^^]'- 
and  get  to  sea,  at  length  effected  this  ohjeet  during  a 
snowstorm,  sailing  through  the  blockading  fleet  and  firing 
broadsides  as  she  passed,  but  receiving  no  damage  from 
the  enemy's  fire. 

The  supposed  discovery  of  a  silver  mine  in  Oumbei'- 
land  jjromised  an  unexpected  relief  from  tlie  burdens  of 
taxation  caused  by  the  wai'.  A  petition  to  the  Assembly  ^"^■ 
for  certain  facilities  in  working  the  mine  was  referred  to 
a  committee  to  examine  the  premises,  but  the  hopes  thus 
raised  proved  fallacious. 

Tlie  frigate  Columbus,  Capt.   Hoysted   Hacker,  less 
fortunate  than  the  Warren,  in  attempting  to  get  to  sea,      2T. 
was  chased  on  shore  at  Point  Judith,  and  the  next  day     as. 
was  burnt  by  the  enemy.     Gen.  Eurgoyne,  having  ob- 
tained leave  of  Congress  to  proceed  to  England,  embarked    April 
at  Newport.     His  army,  which  since  the  surrender  had     ^^• 
been  quartered  at  Cambridge,  was  sent  into  Vermont. 
Gen,  Sullivan,  appointed  by  Washington  to  succeed  Spen- 
cer, aiTivcd  at  Providence,  and  was  at  once  invested  by      IT. 
the  council  of  wai'  with  the  supreme  command  in  Khode 
Island.     The  arrival  at  Boston  of  the  treaty  of  Paris,  was      19, 
the  occasion  of  great  rejoicings.     When  the  news  reached 
Providence,  national  salutes  were  fired  from  the  battery     21. 
at  Fox  Point,  and  from  the  frigate  Providence,  which 
wore  repeated  at  sunset  with  a  military  display,     Tlie 
next  day  was  a  public  fast  throughout  the  country,  re-     23. 
commended  by   Congress  in  March,  but  wherever  this 
news  had  reached,  it  becalne  an  occasion  of  thanlfsgiving. 

The  sufferings  of  the  army  at  Valley  Forge,  have  too 
often  been  depicted  to  require  more  than  a  simple  refer- 

'  The  aentiniente  of  the  freemen  of  ProTidence  upon  the  proposed  Mil 
are  contained  in  an  Bblj-written  paper,  preseoted  at  their  town  meeting,  on 
9th  March,  111S,  preserved  in  Foster  Papers,  vol.  ii. 
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CHAP,  enee  in  tliis  place.  So  great  waa  the  want  of  clothing, 
that  the  march  of  the  army  to  their  quarters  in  Docem- 
1778.  ber,  was  literally  tracked  with  blood  upon  the  enow  drifts. 
■*I"''^  Sickness  was  a  natural  result.  The  Ehode  Island  troops 
suffered  moi'e  than  any  others  from  this  cause,  owing  to 
their  deficiency  of  clothing,  which,  although  it  was  sup- 
plied as  fast  m  possible  from  home,  often  came  too  late. 

SO  Lieut.  John  "Watemian,  commissary  of  the  brigade,  died 
at  this  time,  and  Lieutenant  William  Jennings  a  month 
later,  both  of  small-pox.  The  ti'eatment  of  prisoners  by 
the  British,  was  such  as  to  call  fortli  the  strongest  remon- 
strances from  Washington.  The  prison-ships  at  Newport 
were  full  of  these  unhappy  victims.    The  council  of  war 

34  appointed  Col.  Barton  to  convey  to  them  supplies,  and  to 
inquire  into  their  condition  and  numbers.     The  next  day 

35.  he  proceeded  in  a  cartel  vessel  upon  his  errand  of  mercy, 
to  visit  the  ships,  jail,  and  hospital. 

The  French  alliance  at  once  changed  the  tone  of  the 
British  cabinet.  Measures  of  conciliation  were  proposed, 
which  were  indignantly  rejected  in  America,  Two  bills, 
hastily  drawn  and  but  once  read  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, were  sent  over  to  the  British  commanders,  and 
commissioners  were  despatched'  to  negotiate  with  Con- 
gress to  close  the  war — but  upon  a  basis  of  dependence. 
It  is  not  our  province  to  follow  this  subject  farther  than  to 
notice  the  reception  of  these  bills  in  Khode  Island.  Gen. 
Pigot  enclosed  a  draught  of  them  to  Gen.  Sullivan  in  a 
letter,  wherein  he  stated  "tliat  the  tenns  offered  the 
rebels  were  more  generous  than  they  could,  or  had  reason 
to  expect  from  the  hands  of  his  most  merciful  master." 
The  measures  were  ill-timed  and  the  letter  was  insulting. 
The  exasperated  populace  ordered  the  bills  to  be  bnrnt  by 

28  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman,  which  was  immediate- 
ly done,"       Tlie  frigate  Providence,  Capt.  Whipple,  dur- 

BO.     ing  a  dark  and  stormy  night,  forced  her  way  through  the 

'  PennsylTania  Gazette,  of  May  23,  1778.  Letters  ana  Papers,  1777- 
I'IBO,  p.  2G,  Ho.  2,  in  Massaehnsetli  Historical  Society. 
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hostile  fleet  in  the  same  daring  manner  that  the  "Warren  CHAP, 
"had  done,  pouring  broadsides  into  the  British  ships,  and  ,^    .;. 
sinking  one  of  their  tenders.'     Capt.  Whipple  was  hound    1778. 
to  France  with  important  despatches  relating  to  the  new 
treaty,  and  after  a  successful  voyage  returned  in  safety  to 
Boston. 

Gov.  Cooke,  wearied  by  the  cares  of  his  responsible  May  6. 
position,  now  retired  from  of&ce.  William  Greene,  son 
of  the  late  Gov.  Greene,  was  chosen  to  the  place,  and  con- 
tinued to  occupy  it  for  eight  successive  years.  Jabea 
Bowen  was  elected  deputy-governor.  It  illnatrates  the 
simple  manners,  as  well  as  the  physical  vigor  of  the  men 
of  revolutionary  times,  that  Gov.  Greene,  although  pos- 
sessed of  an  ample  fortune,  was  aeenstomed  two  or  three 
times  a  week,  during  the  sessions  of  Assembly  at  Provi- 
dence, to  walk  up  from  Warwick,  or  we  might  say  from 
Greenwich,  as  he  resided  on  the  dividing  line  of  tlie  two 
towns,  and  home  again  in  the  afternoon.  Four  delegates, 
Hopkins,  EUery,  Marchant,  and  John  Collins,  were  chosen 
to  represent  the  State  in  Congress.  The  object  of  this 
was,  that  as  the  articles  of  confederation  required  eaeli 
State  to  have  at  least  two  delegates  in  that  body,  the  ill 
ness  or  absence  of  one  or  more  members  might  not  leave 
the  State  without  a  vote  in  the  national  councils. 

Gen.  Howe  reigned  the  command  of  the  British  army  n. 
to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  returned  to  England,  Gen. 
Bigot,  anticipating  another  attempt  upon  the  island,  sent 
up  the  river  about  six  hundred  men,  under  Lieut.-Ool.  ^^• 
Campbell,  to  destroy  a  number  of  boats  then  collected  in 
Kickemnit  Eiver,  east  of  Wari'en.  Landing  at  daylight 
a  little  below  the  town,  they  entered  Warren,  and  march- 
ing across  to  Kickemuit,  burnt  seventy  flat-boats,  the  gal- 
ley Washington,  and  a  grist  mill.  Retuniing  to  Warren 
they  set  fire  to  the  town,  destroying  the  Baptist  church, 

'  Jonathnn  Pitcher,  of  Rhode  Island,  was  1st  lieutenant  of  the  Pcovi- 
dcnoo,  and  William  Jones,  afterwards  Governor  of  Ehode  Island,  waa  cap- 
tain of  marines.     Benjamin  Fags  was  abo  a  lieutenant. 
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CHAP,  with  several  other  buildings,  blew  up  the  magazine,  pil- 
^^^-  laged  the  houses,  and  carrying  away  many  prisoners,  pro- 
ITVS.  ceeded  to  Bristol,  where  the  work  of  destnaetion  was  re- 
■^  sumed.'  A  portion  of  Ool.  Crary's  regiment,  quartered 
in  the  town,  retreated.  Had  they  made  a  stand  at  the 
bridge,  Bristol  would  have  been  saved,  for  Campbell  had 
orders,  in  case  of  resistance,  not  to  force  an  entrance.  The 
Episcopal  church  and  eighteen  dwellings  were  burnt,  the 
people  were  plundered,  and  some  forty  persona,  including 
a  picket  guard  of  nine  men  under  Capt.  "Westcott  at  Pap- 
poosquash  Point,  were  taken.  The  whole  town  would, 
have  been  destroyed  had  not  the  troops  rallied  and  at- 
tacked the  enemy.  An  express  had  been  sent  off  to  Gen. 
Sullivan  at  Providence  for  aid.  Ool.  Barton,  with  about 
twenty  horsemen,  hastened  on  in  advance  to  harass  the 
retreating  foe,  and  if  possible  to  detain  them  till  the  main 
body  could  arrive.  Collecting  some  two  hundi'ed  volun- 
teers on  the  way,  he  attached  the  enemy  near  Briatol 
Ferry,  and  was  severely  wounded  in  the  leg.  The  British 
reached  their  boats  at  the  ferry,  and  embarked  before  a 
sufficient  force  arrive-d  to  prevent  their  retreat.  The  Brit- 
ish loss  in  this  skirmish  was  never  ascertained,  but  from 
the  marks  of  blood  along  the  road  was  supposed  to  be 
considerable.  The  Americans  had  four  men  wounded. 
The  undefended  condition  of  the  State  at  this  moment, 
28,  had  favored  the  expedition.  Gen.  Sullivan  writes  that  he 
had  not  five  hundred  men  at  his  command,  and  that  there 
were  leas  than  two  hundred  from  the  other  New  England 
States.  A  special  ae^ion  of  the  Assembly  was  held  in 
28,  consequence  of  this  alarming  event.  To  fill  tlie  ranks  of 
the  State  brigade,  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine  men 
were  ordered  to  be  raised,  and  one-sixth  part  of  the  mih- 
tia  and  chai-tered  force  of  the  State  was  called  out  for  fif- 
teen days.     The  circulation  of  State  biUs  of .  credit  was 

'  An  amusing  story  of  the  capture  of  n  drummer  who  had  lagged  in 
the  rear,  by  a  party  of  the  heroic  womea  of  Warren,  is  told  In  Fesseiiden's 
History  of  "Warren,  p.  94,  not*. 
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prohibited  after  July  first.  Tlie  amount  outstanding  was  CHAP, 
to  he  exchanged  for  Loan  office  certificates  as  far  as  possi-  ^_,^ 
ble,  and  the  balance  to  be  redeemed  by  notes  of  the  State  1778. 
treasurer.  ^^ 

The  enemy  soon  made  an  attempt  upon  Fall  Eiver.  si. 
A  party  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  landed  at  day- 
hreali  and  burnt  a  mill  and  house  by  tho  shore,  but  -were 
prevented  from  proceeding  further  by  the  resolute  con- 
duct of  Ool.  Joseph  Durfee,  who,  with  twenty-five  men, 
taMng  a  strong  position  near  the  bridge,  and  being  rein- 
forced by  some  militia,  drove  them  back  after  a  sharp 
action  of  an  hour  and  a  half.  The  British  left  two  men 
on  the  field.  Two  of  the  enemy's  vessels,  a  galley  and  a 
sloop,  in  attempting  to  cover  their  retreat,  were  driven  on 
to  tlie  Ehode-island  shore  and  abandoned. 

A  severe  correspondence  now  ensued  between  Generals  J"ne 
Sullivan  and  Pigot,  respecting  the  prisoners  taken  at 
Bristol.  Sullivan  represented  the  conduct  of  tho  enemy 
in  that  affair,  and  in  their  treatment  of  prisoners  gener- 
ally, in  its  true  light,  as  an  outrage  upon  the  Christian 
name,  and  as  provocative  of  that  retaliation  from  which 
the  Americans  had  hitherto  refrained.  He  wished  to 
know  upon  what  terms  the  captives  could  he  released, 
Pigot  replied,  offering  an  exchange  upon  the  usual  terms,  lo. 
and  saying  that  if  it  was  not  effected  at  once,  they  would 
bo  sent  to  New  York, 

The  commissioners  appointed  by  Parliament  to  con- 
ciliate America,  addressed  a  letter  to  Congress,  enclosing 
the  bills  so  hastily  passed  for  that  purpose.     Congress 
replied  very  briefly,  returning  tho  papers,  and  refusing  to     17. 
treat  upon  any  other  terms  than  those  of  absolute  inde- 
pendence.    The  next  day  the  British  army  evacuated     is. 
Philadelphia,   and  Gen.   Arnold,  with   a  division  from 
Valley  Forge,  entered  it  on  the  following  day.     Congress,     19. 
acting  upon  advices  from  Gen.  Sullivan  and  Gov.  Greene, 
directed   "Washington  to   send  home  the  Rhode  Island     35. 
troops,  if  they  coxdd  he  spared,  and  empowered  the  Navy 
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CHAP.  Board  to  provide  three  galleys  for  the  defence  of  Provi- 
^■^^-  deuce,  Warren,  and  Taunton  Rivers.  The  whole  army 
1T78,  had  already  moved  from  Valley  Forge  to  attack  the  Brit- 
"""^    iah  in  their  retreat  across  New  Jersey.     Conung  up  with 

28.  the  rear  guard  near  Monmouth,  a  battle  ensued,  which, 
notwithstanding  the  disobedience  of  Lee,  who  commanded 
the  American  advance,  in  ordering  a  retreat,  resulted, 
after  several  hours  of  hard  fighting,  in  a  decisive,  although 
not  brilhant  victory.  In  this  action  Gen.  Greene  com- 
manded the  right  wing,  and  the  Rhode  Island  regunents, 
which  suffered  the  loss  of  Lieutenant  T^athan  Wiekes,  and 
several  men,  were  in  Lee's  division.  Lee  wa6  placed 
under  arrest  by  Wasliington.  Two  months  afterwards  he 
was  tried  by  court-martial  and  suspended  for  one  year, 
and  soon  after  the  expiration  of  this  sentence,  he  was  dis- 
missed from  the  service  by  Congress.  On  the  same  day 
with  the  battle  of  Monmouth,  Louis  XVI.  issued  orders 
for  the  seizui-e  of  British  vessels,  whence  we  may  date  the 
commencement  of  the  war  in  Europe. 

29.  In  pursuance  of  a  resolve  of  Congress,  the  Assembly- 
laid  an  embargo  upon  provisions,  to  prevent  their  expor- 
tation. They  also  levied  a  tax  of  thirty-two  thousand 
pounds,  which  included  seventy-five  hundred  pounds,  or 
one-fourth  of  the  State's  portion  of  the  Continental  tax 
reconamended  by  Congress  to  be  raised  in  quarterly  in- 
stalments for  the  war  service  of  the  present  year. 


July 


The  an-ival  of  the  Frencli  fleets  off  the  Capes  of  Dela- 
ware, was  heralded  throughout  the  country  as  "  glorious 
news."  On  the  following  Sunday  "  the  most  iateresting 
interview  that  ever  took  place  in  America,^  or  perhaps  in 
the  world,"  was  had  between  Monsieur  Gerard,  the  French 
Plenipotentiary,  and  the  American  Congress.  At  the 
same  time,  British  reinforcements  began  to  arrive  at  New- 
port. A  fleet  of  transports  brought  three  thousand  men 
and  sailed  again  to  New  York  for  four  thousand  more. 

'  Letter  of  H.  Marcbaiit,  member  of  Congress,  to  Governor  Greene,  14th 
July,  1718.    ¥as\ 
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An  attaek  on  Providence  was  daily  expected.  The  enemy  ( 
now  had  seven  thousand  men  on  the  island,  while  to  op-  , 
pose  them,  Sullivan  writes  that  but  sixteen  hundred 
troops  were  in  the  field,  and  the  other  iNew  England 
States  still  neglected  to  send  their  quotas.  The  council 
of  war  called  out  one-half  of  the  effective  force  of  the 
State  to  serve  for  twenty  days  from  the  first  of  August, 
and  ordered  tlie  remainder  to  he  ready  to  take  the  field  at 
a  moment's  warning.  On  the  same  day,  Count  D'Estaing, 
with  twelve  ships-of-the-line  and  four  frigates'  arrived  off 
^Newport,  and  bloclcaded  the  enemy.  The  next  morning, 
two  Erench  ships-of-the-line  sailed  up  to  the  north  end  of 
Conanicut.  The  British  gai-rison  on  that  island -withdrew 
to  ^Newport,  and  their  ships  sought  refuge  in  the  hai'bor. 
Three  British  vessels,  the  Kingfisher  of  sixteeen  guns,  and 
two  galleys,  were  blown  np  in  the  east  passage,  or  Sea- 
connet  River,  on  the  approach  of  two  other  French  ships. 
Major-General  Greene  arrived  at  home  from  the  army, 
and  was  followed  by  Brig.-Gen.  Glover,  both  of  whom 
volunteered  for  the  approaching  expedition.  The  marquis 
de  Lafayette  soon  offered  his  services  in  the  same  cause. 
Two  Oontineutal  brigades,  Vamum's  and  Glover's,  with 
two  companies  of  artillery  from  the  army  at  White  Plains, 
arrived  the  next  day.  Four  Biitish  frigates  and  a  corvette 
were  mn  ashore  on  Ehode-island  and  burnt,  upon  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  portion  of  the  French  fleet  in  the  middle 

'  These  were  sliips-of-the-line,  Languedoo,  Tonnart,  Cesar,  Zele,  Hector, 
Guevrier,  Marseilloie,  Proteoteur,  Vaitlant,  Provence,  Fantasque,  Sagittnire ; 
iHgatea,  ChimSre,  Engogeante,  Aimable,  Alcmene.  Tbe  venerable  Thomas 
Coggesball,  who  died  in  Newport  in  18S1,  February  2d,inbia92dyear,  wasa 
lad  nocking  on  bis  father's  farm  at  the  time  of  the  landing  of  the  British. 
He,  with  many  others,  was  forced  to  work  for  the  enemy  nearly  three  years  in 
driving  a  team.  At  this  time,  all  tbe  teams  were  employed  in  carting  stores 
lW)m  "  the  point"  to  Briuley's  rope-walk  on  tlie  hill.  "  One  day  (29th  July, 
1718)  the  officers  came  down  from  the  hill,  and  bj  their  aclione  it  was 
evident  that  something  important  was  in  their  knowledge,  and  when  we 
got  to  the  top  of  the  hill  with  our  loads,  we  saw  far  off  the  fleet  of  Count 
d'Eslaing — darsiHt  laugh — not  then,"  said  Mr.  C,  in  narrating  to  the  writer, 
some  ten  years  since,  tlie  events  of  this  important  day. 
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CHAP,  passage.'  Several  other  vessels  were  at  the  same  time 
^^^*  burnt  by  the  enemyin  and  near  Newport  harbor,  to  avoid 
1778.  capture,  and  others  were  sunk  to  obstruct  the  passage. 
■*-gS'    Tolunteers  began  to  pour  in  from  the  neighboring  States, 

7.  and  Gen,  Sullivan  proceeded  to  the  camp  at  Tiverton  to 
take  command.  D'Estaing,  with  twelve  ehips-of-the-line, 
under  a  heavy  cannonade  &om  the  British  batteries,  en- 

8.  tered  the  harbor  of  Newport  to  co-operate  with  tlie 
American  array.     The  British  then  destroyed  their  two 

9.  remaining  ships."  The  next  morning  Gen.  Sullivan,  with 
about  ten  thousand  troops,  began  to  cross  from  Tiverton 
to  tho  north  end  of  Ehode-island,  and  the  French  troops 
destined  for  his  support  were  disembarked  upon  Conani- 
cut.  On  the  same  evening.  Lord  Howe,  with  thirty-six 
sail,  of  which  thirteen  were  ships-of-the-line  and  seven 
frigates,  appeared  off  Point  Judith.  It  had  been  agreed 
that  D'Estaing  should  land  four  thousand  men  on  the 
west  side  of  Ehode-island  to  co-operate  with  Sullivan,  but 
this  event  deranged  the  entire  plan.     That  night  the 

10.  French  troops  were  embarked,  and  the  next  morning 
D'Estaing,  eager  for  battle,  put  to  sea.  Sullivan  took 
possession  of  the  forts  at  the  north  part  of  the  island, 
which  were  abandoned  by  the  enemy.  The  British 
retired  within  their  lines  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile 
from  Newport,  burning  all  the  hous^  for  a  mile  or  more 
to  the  north  and  east  of  the  "  two  mile  comer."  A  strong 
detachment,  composed  of  light  troops,  independent  com- 
panies, and  a  corps  of  fifty  men  from  each  brigade,  under 
Col.  Livingston,  advanced  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the 

jj  hostile  lines,  and  orders  were  given  for  the  whole  army  to 
push  forward  the  next  morning.    The  right  wing  was 

'  These  were  the  Lark,  Orpheus,  and  Juno,  S2a;  Cerberus,  28,  and 
Falcon,  16. 

'  These  were,  the  Gcand  Dulio,  transpoi't,  of  40  guns,  burnt ;  nnd  the 
frigate  Flora,  32,  sunk.  Ths  prize  monej  awarded  by  tlie  French  Govern- 
ment for  the  destruction  of  all  the  British  veasela  was  600  livres  per  gun, 
and  the  number  of  guna  thua  taken  was  212,  Alivre  was  woHb  at  that  time 
two-thirds  of  a  dollar 
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commanded  by  ITaj.-Gen.  (jreene,  tho  left  by  Gen.  Lafa-  chap. 
yette,  the  second  line  of  MaasachusettB  militia  by  !Maj.-  .^^, 
Gen.  Hancock,  late  President  of  Congress,  and  the  reserve   17T8, 
by  Col.  West.     A  terrible  storm,  one  of  the  most  violent  -^fg 
galea  upon  record,  arose  that  night  and  lasted  for  two 
days.     The  opposing  sc[Tiadroas,  having  spent  one  day  in 
manteuvring  for  the  weather  gage,  were  about  coming 
to  action  when  tliis  gale  dispersed  them.   Some  attempted 
to  fight  in  the  midet  of  the  hurricane,  but  the  damage  by 
storm  was  greater  than  that  of  battle.    The  ships  were 
scattered.     The  Langucdoc,  the  Admiral's  flag-sliip,  and 
the  Toonant  were  dismasted,  and  all  were  more  or  lesa 
disabled.     On  shore  the  fiuy  of  tho  tempest  was  no  less 
dreadful.    The  tents  were  prostrated,  and  the  army,  ex- 
posed on  the  wet  ground  to  a  cold  and  drenching  rain, 
suffered  severely.     Some  of  the  men  died  from  exposure, 
and  a  great  number  of  horses  perished.     The  ammunition 
was  much  damaged,  some  of  it  entirely  spoiled,  but  the 
injury  from  this  cause  proved  to  be  less  than  was  at  first 
feared. 

When  the  storm  had  abated,  the  !French  fleet  captured  15. 
two  of  the  British  cruisers,'  and  repelled  the  attacks  of  the 
Eenown  and  the  Preston,  fifty-gun  ships,  upon  the  two 
dismasted  vessels,  but  nothing  was  heard  from  either 
squadron  for  several  days.  In  the  early  morning,  Sulli- 
van advanced  with  his  whole  army,  and  at  two  o'clock  en- 
camped within  two  miles  of  the  enemy's  lines,  which  ex- 
tended from  Tonomy  Hill  to  Easton's  Pond,  near  the 
beach.  The  same  night  a  detachment  occupied  Honey- 
man's  Hill,  on  the  enemy's  right,  within  half  a  mile  of 
their  frontline  of  works  on  Bliss's  Hill,  which  it  commands. 
Entrenchments  were  thrown  up  during  the  night,  and  for 
five  days,  in  the  course  of  which  several  other  batteries  ig-ao, 
were  erected  at  difl'erent  points,  a  he*vy  cannonade  was 
kept,  up  along  the  lines,  and  the  enemy  were  compelled  to 

'  Tlie  Senegal,  eloop  of  war,  and  the  Carcass,  bombketob. 
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CHAP,  evacuate  one  of  the  outworks  upon  their  left  near  the 
Si.  lay. 
1T!&.  Meanwhile  the  council  of  war  called  out  the  remaining 

,  y^"  half  of  the  effective  force  of  the  State  to  supply  the  loss  of 
the  French  auxiliaries,  and  the  deficiency  in  the  quota  of 
troops  expected  from  the  neighboring  States.     By  a  letter 

18.  from  Gen.  Sullivan,  it  appears  that  at  this  moment  there 
were  of  ranlc  and  file  under  his  command,  but  about  six- 
teen hundred  men  from  this  State,  and  fourteen  hundred 
from  Massachusetts,  while  three  thousand  had  been  ex- 
pected from  each,  and  but  four  hundred  from  Connecticut, 
out  of  fifteen  hundred  tliat  were  promised ;  but  the 
"  spirited  resolves  "  of  the   council  of  war,  as  he  terms 

19-  them  in  his  next  letter,  restored  the  general's  confidence 
in  the  success  of  his  plana.  An  embai'go,  which  continued 
for  one  week,  was  laid  upon  all  vessels,  in  order  that  their 
crews  might  seiwe  in  the  expedition. 

20.  The  return  of  the  French  fleet,  although  in  a  dilapi- 

dated condition,  gave  a  momentary  joy  to  the  besieging 
army,  who  now  felt  certain  of  capturing  the  whole  British 
force  within  forty-eight  hours,  SnUivan  sent  Greene  and 
Lafayette  to  persuade  D'Estaing  to  co-operate  in  the  re- 
duction of  Newport.     Great  was  the  consternation,  when, 

31.  the  next  day,  the  Admiral  announced  his  intention  to  pro- 
ceed immediately  to  Boston  to  refit,  and  actually  sailed 
at  mghtfall.  The  American  oiHccrs  drew  up  a  protest 
against  his  departure  at  such  a  crisis.     Lafayette  refused 

32,  to  sign  the  paper.  A  fast  vessel  was  despatched  to  over- 
take the  fleet  and  dehver  the  prot^t  to  D'Estaing.  Con- 
gress submitted  the  papers  relating  to  the  affair  to  Gerard, 
with  a  request  to  know  his  opinion  upon  it.  In  the  posi- 
tion which  the  United  States  then  held  towards  France, 
this  proceeding  was  as  politic  as  it  was  singular,  for  al- 
though every  effort  was  made  to  suppress  the  protest,  it 
could  not  fail  to  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Minister.' 
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So  great  was  the  scarcity  of  provisions  at  this  time,  chap. 
that  there  wei'e  hundreds  of  people  in  Providence  without  .^l^^ 
bread  or  the  means  of  ohtaining  it,  and  com  was  sold  at    17T8. 
eight  dollars  a  huahel.    !Nor  could  vessels  be  sent  to  bring      ^^' 
flour  on  acconnt  of  the  embargo,  until  the  pressing  wants 
of  the  popalation  required  it  to  be  repealed.     Great  dis-      25. 
satisfaction  now  pervaded  the  camp,  and  desertions  be- 
came frequent.     Half  of  the  New  Hampshire  volunteers, 
writes  one  of  their  officers,  had  already  gone,  and  the  rest     26. 
coald  not  be  induced  to  remain.     The  siege  had  mean- 
while been  pressed  with  vigor,  and  the  enemy  had  aban- 
doned all  their  outworks  except  one.     It  was  Sullivan's     27. 
intention  to  storm  the  works,  but  the  army,  by  the  mth- 
drawal  of  the  volunteers,  was  found  to  be  reduced  to  only 
flfty-four  hundi"ed  men.     It  was  tlierefore  determined  in     38. 
council,  to  fall  back  upon  the  fortified  hills  at  the  north, 
and  there  await  tlie  return  of  the  French  fleet,  to  hasten 
which,   Lafayette  proceeded  to   Boston.      Nearly  three 
thousand  volunteers,  supposing  that  nothing  would  be 
done  till  the  return  of  the  French,  had  left  within  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  others  were  still  leaving.     Tlie  retreat 
commenced  in  the  evening,  and  by  two  o'clock  that  night, 
the  army  encamped  on  Butts  Hill,  the  right  wing  on  the 
west  road,  and  the  left  on  the  east  loid,  with  covering 
parties  on  each  flank.     Col.  Livingston's  light  corps  was 
stationed  on  the  east  road,  and  anothei  undei  Col    Lau- 
rens, Col.  Flenry,  and  Kajor  Talbot,  on  the  we'!t  road, 
each  three  miles  in  front  of  the  camp,  ■uid  m  their  rear 
was  the  picquet  of  the  army  under  Col.  "Wade. 

Early  the  next  moraing  the  British  forces  marched  out     29. 
in  two  columns  by  the  two  roads,  and  at  seven  o'clock  the 
attack  commenced.     Tlie  American  light  corps  were  sup- 
ported by  the  picquet.     A   scries   of  severe  skirmishes 
ensued,  and  a  regiment  was  sent  to  reinforce  each  of  the 

furaisbiog  him  with  all  Iho  papers  pertaining  to  it,  is  highly  applauded, 
the  MiniBtfli"  closes  the  fcubjeot  wiUi  tbe  sententious  remarl 
ment,  ce  paya  est  peupl6  de  tstes  eialUes." 
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CHAP,  two  corps,  with  orders  for  them  to  retire  upon  the  main 
3^  fcody,  which  they  did  in  excellent  order.  One  account 
1778.  atti'ibntes  to  Major  Talbot  the  commencement  of  the  ac- 
■^"S:  tion,  on  the  west  road.  Another,  more  circumstantial, 
'■  states  that  the  first  desperate  stand  was  made  at  a  cross 
road  connecting  the  two  main  roads,  near  the  Gibbs  place, 
about  five  and  a  half  miles  from  Newport,  where  a  mid- 
dle road,  parallel  to  the  two  and  very  near  the  east  road, 
extends  northward  from  the  cross  road.  A  broad  field, 
enclosed  })j  stone  walls,  occupies  the  space  between  the 
east  and  middle  roads,  and  is  boimded  on  the  south  by 
the  cross  road.  Here  the  twenty-second  British  regiment, 
Ool.  Campbell,  which  had  advanced  by  the  east  road, 
divided,  and  one  half  of  it  turned  to  the  left  into  the  cross 
road.  A  portion  of  the  American  picket  was  concealed 
in  this  field,  and  the  divided  twenty-second  fell  into  the 
ambuscade.  A  scene  of  fearful  slaughter  ensued.  Short, 
sharp,  and  deadly  was  the  struggle.  The  Americans, 
leaping  from  behind  the  walls,  poured  a  stonn  of  bullets 
into  tlie  very  face  of  the  astonished  foe,  and  before  then- 
bewildered  enemy  could  recover  from  the  shock,  they  had 
reloaded,  and  with  another  sheet  of  fire,  completed  the 
work  of  death.  iN'early  one-fourtli  part  of  the  ill-fated 
twenty-second  were  cut  down  by  this  murderous  assault. 
Two  Hcissian  regiments  came  up  to  their  support,  but  the 
Americans  had  already  retreated,  according  to  ordei'S. 
An  attack  was  now  made  upon  tlie  American  left  wing, 
but  the  enemy  were  repulsed  by  Gen,  Glover,  and  retreat- 
ed to  their  works  on  Quaker  Hill. 

The  Hessian  columns  were  formed  upon  a  chain  of 
highland,  extending  northward  from  this  hill.  The 
American  army  w^  drawn  up  in  three  lines ;  the  first  in 
front  of  their  works  on  Butt's  Hill,  the  second  in  rear  of 
the  hill,  and  the  reserve  near  a  creek  about  half  a  mile  in 
the  rear  of  the  first  line.  The  distance  between  Butt's 
and  Quaker  Hill  is  about  one  mile,  witli  marshy  meadow 
and  woodland ' 
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Alaoiit.  nine  o'clock  a  heavy,  cannonade  commenoed,  CHAP, 
and  continued  throiigliout  the  day.  For  the  next  hour  ^__^ 
there  was  constant  Bkimiiahing  among  the  advanced  par-  1778. 
ties,  until  two  British  ships  of  war  and  some  light  armed  ^^' 
vesBels,  coming  up  tlie  hay,  opened  a  fire  upon  the  right 
flank  of  the  Americans,  under  cover  of  which  the  enemy 
made  ft  desperate  effort  to  turn  the  flank  and  storm  an 
advanced  redoubt  on  the  American  right.  The  action 
now  became  general  along  that  portion  of  the  line.  For 
nearly  seven  hours  the  battle  raged  with  but  little  inter- 
mission, but  for  the  first  hour  after  the  British  ships  began 
to  fire,  wliile  the  attempt  to  turn  the  American  flank  was 
made,  the  conflict  was  at  its  height.  The  carnage  was 
frightful.  Down  the  slope  of  Anthony's  Hill,  a  western 
continuation  of  Qualrer  Hill,  the  Hessian  columns  and 
British  infantry  twice  rushed  to  the  assault  and  were  re- 
pulsed in  the  valley  with  great  slaughter.  Sixty  were 
found  dead  in  one  spot.  At  another,  thirty  Hessians  were 
buried  in  one  gi-ave,  Major-Gen.  Greene  commanded  on 
the  right.  Of  the  four  brigades  imder  his  immediate 
command,  Tamum's,  Glover's,  Cornell's,  and  Greene's,  all 
suffered  severely,  but  Gen.  Vamura's  perhaps  tlie  most. 
A  third  time  the  enemy,  with  desperate  courage  and  in- 
creased strength,  attempted  to  assail  the  redoubt,  and 
would  have  carried  it  but  for  the  timely  aid  of  two  con- 
tinental battalions  despatched  by  Sullivan  to  support  his 
almost  exhausted  troops.  It  was  in  repelling  these  furi- 
ous onsets,  that  the  newly  raised  black  regiment,  under 
Col.  Greene,  distinguished  itself  "by  deeds  of  desperate 
valor.  Posted  behiod  a  thicket  in  the  valley,  they  three 
times  drove  back  the  He^ians  who  charged  repeatedly 
down  tlie  lull  to  dislodge  them ;  and  so  determined  were 
the  enemy  in  these  sncc^sive  charges,  that  the  day  after 
the  battle  the  Hessian  colonel,  upon  whom  this  duty  had 
devolved,  applied  to  exchange  his  command  and  go  to 
New  York,  because  he  dared  not  lead  his  regiment  again 
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CHAP,  to  battle,  lest  his  men  shouM  shoot  liimfor  having  caused 

_^^  them  eo  much  loss. 

1T78.  While  this  furious  conflict  was  in  progress  on  the  Brit- 

■^"S-  ish  left,  Gen,  Lovell's  hrigade  of  Massachusetts  niihtia, 
was  ordered  to  engage  their  right  and  rear,  which  was 
done  with  complete  success.  The  ships  of  war  also  were 
driven  off  by  the  well-served  guns  of  two  heavy  batteries 
that  were  brought  to  bear  upon  them.  The  desperate 
courage  of  tlie  enemy  availed  them  nothing  against  the 
equally  resolute  valor  of  the  Americans.  They  at  last 
gave  way,  and  retreated  to  their  fortified  camp  on  Quaker 
Hill,  closely  followed  by  the  victors  who  captured  Brady's 
battery  upon  the  hill.  Sullivan  desired  to  attack  them 
in  their  works ;  but  the  army  had  now  been  for  thirty-six 
hours  without  rest  or  food,  and  continually  on  the  march, 
at  labor,  or  in  battle.  The  assault  was  therefore  aban- 
doned, and  both  armies  occupied  their  camps  in  the  after- 
noon, although  the  cannonade  was  continued  until  night, 
A  return  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  shows  the 
whole  loss  of  the  Americans  in  the  action  to  be  two  hun- 
dred and  eleven.  That  of  the  British  was  at  first  sup- 
posed to  be  about  seven  hundred,  but  was  afterwards 
found  to  amount  to  one  tliousaud  and  twenty-three,  in- 
cluding those  taken  prisoners. 

When  we  consider  that  of  the  five  thousand  Ameri- 
cans engaged  in  this  battle,  only  about  fifteen  hundred 
bad  ever  before  been  in  action,  and  that  they  were  op- 
posed by  veteran  troops  superior  both  in  numbers  and 
discipline,  with  a  degree  of  obstinacy  rarely  equalled  in 
the  annals  of  warfare,  we  can  understand  the  remai-k  said 
to  have  been  made  'by  Lafayette  in  spealiing  of  the  battle 
on  Khode-island  that  "  it  was  the  best  fought  action  of 
the  war." ' 

'  In  addition  to  the  autbocities  enumerated  in  tlie  note  at  the  close  of 
chapter  xx.,  there  are  Eome  new  ones  consnlted  in  the  present  chapter 
which  should  be  mentioned.  These  are  chiefly  the  Journals  of  the  Council 
of  War  in  Ehode  Island,  in  four  nuumsocipt  volnmes,  and  docuaienta  ob- 
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tainediQ  the  French  Archives  at  Paris  by  the  writer  ia  ISil.  These  aro  dc-  CHAP, 
apatches  from  M.  Gerard  to  the  Comte  do  Vergennes ;  the  journal  of  an  ofBcer  SXI, 
onboBcdLe  Languedoc,  theflag-ship  of  theOountd'Estaing;  the  Admirara  '~^ZCT' 
report  to  his  Government,  made  December  B,  1779  ;  and  copious  eslracta 
from  papers  relating  to  prises  taken,  and  to  the  expenses  and  operations 
of  the  fleet.  All  these  arc  to  be  found  in  "Le  Ministere  de  la  Marine  et  dea 
Colonies ;  Archives  Personnel,  E.  Eataing  (Le  Comte  de)."  The  liberality 
of  the  French  Government,  under  all  re^mes,  in  allowing  to  historieal 
students,  when  properly  presented,  free  access  to  its  archives,  has  often 
been  remarked,  and  the  author  can  bear  testimony  to  ita  truth,  and  to  the 
courleous  alaority  of  gentlemen  connected  with  the  various  public  offices  in 
aiding  hia  researches.  Some  details,  relating  to  the  French  fleet,  gathered 
from  these  researches,  which  are  not  mentioned  in  the  text,  may  here  be 
noted.  Nine  prizes  were  taken  by  D'Eatamg,  and  sold  in  Provldeace.  The 
net  proceeds  of  these  sales,  in  Continents  currency,  was  $437,955.  Beddes 
the  hospital  at  Bristol  Ferry,  there  was  one  also  for  a  short  time  at  Kingston. 
The  expenses  of  these  estabhshments,  including  the  transportation  of  tho  rack 
to  Boston  in  1778,  were  SsT, 673.  The  pilots  who  brought  the  fleet  ftum 
New  York  to  Newport,  in  July,  received  800  livres  each.  The  lai^er  ves- 
sels had  two  pilots.  French  money  was  reckoned  in  livrea  tournois,  soldi, 
and  demiers.  la  Derniors  ~  1  aoldo,  and  20  soldi  =  I  livre  tournois, 
valued  in  October,  1778,  at  l&JiJ.,  BtevMng,  when  sterling  exchange  was  at 
£4,  New  England  currency,  for  £1  sterling.  The  loss  of  the  French  squad- 
ron ill  the  campaign  of  lltS  was  G3  killed,  of  whom  were  8  officers  and  23 
soldiers ;  and  99  wounded,  of  whom  were  3  officers  and  47  Soldiers,  besides 
the  crew  of  a  prize  brig  lost  at  sea. 

The  writer  also  received  much  valuable  information  from  several  aged 
men— all  of  whom  were  witnesses,  and  some  were  actors  in  the  scenes  herein 
descnbedj  from  John  Howland,  late  president  of  the  Rhode  Island  Histori- 
cal Society ;  from  Thomas  Hornsby  and  Thomas  Coggeshall,  of  Newport; 
Asa  Freeborn,  and  Seth  Anthony,  of  Portsmouth ;  with  whom  (in  company 
with  the  late  Dr.  John  W.  Richmond,  who  for  many  years  resided  at  Ports- 
mouth, and  was  intimate  with  these  and  other  participators  and  witnesses 
of  the  campaign  of  1778)  the  writer  conversed,  he  obtained  much  that  was 
interesting  respecting  this  period.  The  notes  of  these  conversations,  chiefly 
had  in  1849,  he  has  carefully  preserved.  The  author  desires  to  make  this 
acknowledgment  as  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  these  venerable  men,  all  of 
whom  have  smce  been  gathered  to  the  grave. 
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CHAPTER   XXII. 

1118— mi. 

FBOM  THE  BETKEAT  FROM  RnODE-ISLAND  BY  GENERAL  SULLI- 
TAN,  AUGUST  80tl),  1718,  TO  TIIE  SURRENDER  Oi"  LORD  CORN- 
WALLIS  AT  TOEKTOWN,  OCTOBER  lath,  IT81. 

CHAP.  The  morning  after  tlie  battle,  Sullivan  received  &d- 
.^^  vices  from  Gen.  "Washington,  that  Lord  Howe  was  ap- 
1778.  proaching  with  five  thousand  troops  for  the  reKef  of  E"ew- 
g^'  port,  and  also  a  letter  from  Boston  that  D'Estaing  could 
not  return  as  Boon  as  he  expected.  It  waa  therefore  re- 
solved, in  a  council  of  officers,  to  leave  the  island.  Tlie 
heavy  baggage  and  stores  were  sent  off  thi'ough  the  dayj 
while  tents  were  pitched  in  sight  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
troops  were  employed  in  fortifying  the  camp  as  if  for  per- 
manent occupation.  All  day  a  ceaseless  cannonade  was 
'  kept  np  on  both  sides.  At  dark  the  tents  were  sti'uck, 
the  light  baggage  and  the  troops  passed  down,  and  before 
midnight  the  main  ai-myhad  crossed  the  ferry  to  Tiverton. 
The  Providence  regiment,  as  being  tJie  best  boatmen, 
were  employed  in  rowing  them  over.  Lafayette  returned 
that  night,  and  waa  greatly  mortified  at  having  failed  to 
be  present  at  the  battle.  He  had  made  great  efforts  to 
arrive  in  season,  having  ridden  from  Boston,  a  distance  of 
nearly  seventy  miles,  in  six  and  a  half  hours.  Under  his 
supervision  the  pickets  and  covering  parties  were  now 
brought  off  without  the  loss  of  the  smallest  article  of 
altliough  exposed  to  the  constant  fire  of  the 
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enemy,  from,  wliieli  SnlHvan'e  Life  Guards,  who  brought  chap. 
up  the  rear,  suffered  rather  severely.  Tlie  retreat  was  ^^ 
not  only  skilfully  conducted,  but  admirably  timed,  for  1778. 
early  the  next  morning  tlie  British  fleet,  with  the  army  of  "^' 
Sir  Ilenry  Clinton,  was  seen  off  Newport,  from  Tiverton  31, 
Heights. 

The  great  dissatisfaction  expressed  by  the  American 
officers  at  the  departure  of  the  Count  D'Eataing,  gavo 
much  uneasiness  to  Wafihington  and  was  highly  displeas- 
ing to  Lafayette.  To  soothe  the  feelings  of  the  latter, 
"Washington  addressed  him  a  kind  letter  from  the  camp  "!!'*■ 
at  White  Plains,  and  also  wi'ote  to  Generals  Sullivan  and 
Greene  to  use  tlieir  influence  in  allaying  the  excitement.' 
The  General  Assembly,  which  met  three  days  after  the 
retreat,  took  no  notice  of  this  affau-,  nor  indeed  of  the 
battle,  Sullivan's  army  was  now  reduced  to  twelve  hun- 
dred continental  and  two  thousand  State  troops,  besides 
some  mihtia  whose  term  of  service  was  about  to  expire, 
while  that  of  the  enemy,  just  reinforced,  numbered  nearly 
eleven  thousand.  In  this  situation  ho  wrote  to  Gov. 
TrmnbuU  for  further  aid,  as  an  attack  on  Providence  was  4. 
expected.  But  the  enemy  employed  their  force  in  a 
different  direction.  A  fleet  of  forty  ships  and  transports 
sailed  for  New  Bedford,  and  landing  four  thousand  troops, 
burnt  that  town  and  part  of  Tairhaven,  with  a  great  6. 
amount  of  shipping  at  the  wharves. 

The  thanks  of  Congress  were  voted  to  Gen.  Sullivan  9. 
and  his  army  for  their  gallantry  in  the  late  battle,  and 
their  conduct  in  the  retreat,  and  lilajor  Morris,  the  aide- 
de-camp  who  carried  Sullivan's  despatch  to  Philadelphia, 
was  made  a  lieutenant-colonel.  The  body  guard  of  Gen. 
Sullivan,  selected  from  the  State  brigade,  received  promo-  10. 
tion  from  hint  for  their  behavior  in  covering  the  retreat.' 

'  These  Icttera  are  printed  in  "  Spirit  of  '76,"  pp.  3SS-6. 

^  Aavon  Mann,  wlio  commandGd  them  on  that  occasion  was  made  eap- 
tlun,  Levi  Hoppin  lat  lieutenant,  George  Potter  2d  lieutenant,  and  John 
Westcott  en^gn,  in  General   Orders,  ijaued  September  10,  1118.    They 
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CHAP.  Tlie  thanta  of  Oen.  Washington  to  the  officers  and  men 

^nt    engaged  in  the  battle  were  also  communicated  in  general 

— r~--  orders. 
?r"  The  arrival  of  Admiral  Byron  at  Newport,  with  a  part 

of  tho  now  sc[uadron  destined  to  operate  against  America, 
produced  several  changes.  Soon  afterwards  Lord  Howe 
returned  to  England,  and  Sir  Eobert  Pigot,  leaving  the 
command  of  the  army  on  Rhode-island  once  more  in  the 
hands  of  Gen.  Prescott,  also  went  home. 
2g''  A  danng  enter  priae,  attempted  by  Major  Silas  Talbot, 

added  to  the  fame  already  acij^mred  by  this  ampliibious 
officer.  By  land  or  sea  he  W£«  ever  ready  to  serve  his 
country,  and  by  hia  brdliant  deeds  upon  both  elements, 
proved  himself  to  be  equally  at  home  on  either,  Tlie 
east  passage  was  bloctaded  by  the  Pigot  galley,  a  stout 
vessel  of  two  hundred  tons,  armed  with  eight  twelve- 
pounders,  defended  by  strong  boai'ding-nettings,  and  hav- 
ing a  crew  of  forty-flvo  men,  Talbot  determined  to  tate 
her.  In  a  small  sloop  called  the  Hawk,  equipped  with 
two  thi'ee-pounders  and  a  corps  of  sixty  men,  under  Lieu- 
tenant Baker,  selected  from  tlie  troops  then  quartered  in 
Providence,  he  embarked  on  his  perilous  expedition.     A 

3g_  headwind  detained  him  the  first  night  in  the  river,  but 
the  next  day  he  passed  in  safety  the  British  battery  at 
Bristol  Ferry,  and  anchored  in  Mount  Hope  Bay  to  await 

27_  a  favorable  wind.  The  following  day  he  proceeded  alone 
to  Little  Compton  to  reconnoiti-e,  and  finding  the  Pigot 
ai'raed  at  all  points,  he  obtained  fifteen  more  men  imder 
Lieutenant  "William  Helme  of  Topham's  reigiment.     The 

28,  next  night  being  very  dark,  and  the  wind  favorable,  they 
made  sail  until  near  the  fort  at  Fogland  Ferry,  where 
they  lowered  sail  and  silently  drifted  with  the  tide,  under 
bare  poles,  past  the  battery.     It  was  so  dark  that  they 

were  oommiasioned  by  resolve  of  the  Council  of  War,  December  7,  to  beat 
date  from  OcWber  23.  The  corps  was  known  as  Sulllran's  Life  Gnnrds, 
and  was  selected  bj  Lafayette  to  cover  tlie  rearguard  in  the  retreat,  on  the 
night  of  August  30,  'ills. 
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had  to  send  out  a  boat  with  muffled  oars  to  find  the  gal-  CHAP, 
ley.     This  done  they  crowded  sail  and  bore  down  upon  .^^ 
tho  enemy.     A  volley  of  musketry  greeted  their  approach,    1778. 
and  was  answered  by  a  discharge  of  small  anna  from  the 
Hawk ;  hut  hefore  the  Pigot  conid  bring  her  cannon  to 
bear,  the  jibboom  of  the  Hawk  tore  through  the  nettings 
and  caught  in  the  foreshrouds.     lieutenant  Helme,  fol- 
lowed by  his   command,  ran   along   the  bowsprit,  and 
boarded  the  enemy.     Her  crew  were  driven  below,  the 
commander  alone  fighting  gallantly  on  declc.     The  galley 
was  taken  without  the  loss  of  a  man  on  either  side,  and 
the  Hawk  with  her  prize  bore  away  for  Stonington.     For    ^^■ 
this  gallant  act,  Congress  made  Talbot  a  lieutenant-colonel.     14, ' 

The  Assembly,  then  in  session,  passed  a  vote  of  thanks     Oct. 
to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  expedition.'     A  tax  of  thirty 
thousand  pounds  was  assessed,  and  a  new  estimate  of  tax- 
able property  in  the  State  was   ordered  to  he  made. 
Another  act  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  ^Newport  was 
passed,  providing  for  their  settlement  and  support  in  the 
different  towns.    The  scarcity  of  provisions,  owing  to  the 
protracted  military  operations  in  the  State,  had  become 
so  distressing,  that  Gov.  Greene,  by  vote  of  the  Assembly, 
wrote  to  Connecticut  requesting  that  the  embargo  there     81, 
existing  upon  all  articles  of  food,  might  be  so  far  removed, 
as  to  allow  of  their  exportation  to  Ehode  Island.    The 
conduct  of  "  engrossers   and  fbrestallers,"  as  they  were 
termed,  or  speculators,  as  they  styled  themselves,  in  buy- 
ing up  necessary  articles  of  every  kind,  especially  food 
and  clothing,  for  private  gain,  induced  Congress  to  issue    ITov. 
a  circular  to  all  the  States,  calling  for  legislative  action     ^^• 
upon  the  subject. 

T!ie  arrival  of  Admiral  Byron  with  twelve  ships-of-the-      13, 

'  A  few  weeks  later,  tha  PIgot  was  purchased  by  GoTernmcnt,  at  the 
suggestion  of  General  Sullivan,  to  be  used  as  a  guard,  ship  in  Providence 
river,  where  she  arrived  December  ].  Captain  Jeremiah  Claiie  was  ap- 
pointed to  tbe  commaiid;  Benjamin  Cozzens  and  Joseph  Gardner,  lieuten- 

vot.   II.— 64 
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CHAP,  line  at  N'ewport,  after  an  unsuccessful  cruise  for  the  T'reneli 
^^^^  fleet  off  Boston,  caused  some  alarm.  Tliey  remained  for 
1TT8.  one  month  to  refit,  and  then  sailed  for  the  South,  wliitlier 
jI**'    the  war  was  now  transferred. 

Another  tenible  storm,  more  severe  than  that  which 
12-  had  disabled  the  contending  squadrons  in  August,  caused 
great  disaster  on  sea  and  shore.  The  depth  of  tlie  snow,  and 
the  intensity  of  the  cold,  was  xinpai-alleled  in  this  vicinity. 
Sentinels  were  frozen  at  their  posts,  or  stifled  by  the 
whirling  snow,  and  so  many  Hessians  perished  from  cold 
and  exposure  on  that  dreadful  night  in  ^Newport,  that  this 
gale  was  long  known  as  "  the  Hessian  storm," 

Another  exploit,  although  not  comparable  to  that  of 
Talbot,  was  performed  in  the  east  passage  by  Lieut. 
17-  Ohapin,  of  Col,  Sherburne's  regiment.  With  six  men  in  a 
whale  boatj  he  captured  a,  brig  bound  to  New  York, 
having  first  driven  the  crew  into  the  rigging,  Tlie  prison- 
ers, among  whom  was  the  wife  of  Sir  Guy  Johnston,  were 
landed  at  Seaconnet. 
28.  The  Assembly  voted  swords  to  Lieut.-Col.  Talbot,  and 

to  Lieut.  Helme  for  their  gallant  capture  of  the  Pigot. 
80.  A  day  of  thanksgiving  was  held  at  the  close  of  the  year, 
by  recommendation  of  Congress.  An  act  for  supplying 
the  army  with  forage,  fael,  horses,  and  other  necessaiies, 
enabling  the  military  officers,  through  the  medium  of  the 
civil  power,  to  seize  upon  any  such  articles,  was  imme- 
17Y9.  diately  found  to  be  so  impolitic  in  its  purpose,  and  so 
Jan.  difficult  of  execution,  that  Gen.  Cornell  and  other  officers 
urged  the  governor  to  convene  a  special  session  for  its  re- 
peal. This  was  done,  and  at  the  same  time  an  appropria^ 
tion  of  five  hundred  pounds  was  made  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor  at  Newport.  -  The  deplorable  condition  of  the  State 
was  represented  in  a  touching  letter  &om  Gov.  Greene  to 
the  Assembly  of  Connecticut.  "The  most  obdiu'ate 
heart,"  he  writes,  "  would  relent  to  see  old  age  and  child- 
hood, from  comfortable  cu'cumstanees  reduced  to  the 
Y  of  begging  for  a  morsel  of  bread."    Two  tliou- 


10. 
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sand  persons  driven  from  Eiode-island  were  scattered  chap. 
about,  homeless  and  penniless  through  the  State,   but   ^^^^■ 
chiefly  in  Providence,  dependent  xipon  pnblic  or  private    1779. 
charity.     Depnty-Govemor  Eowen,  and  President  Man-    'L^i'- 
ning  were  sent  to  represent  the  case  to  the  Afisembly  of 
Connecticut,  and  obtain  leave  to  purchase  gi'ain  in  their 
behalf,  while  others  were  to  solicit  donations.     A  memo- 
rial to  Congress  for  an  abatement  of  a  portion  of  tlie  con- 
tinental tax  assigned  to  Ehode  Island  was  also  prepared, 
and  noble  was  the  response  to  both  of  these  appeals.     The 
Connecticut  legislature  allowed  seven  thousand  bushels 
of  grain  to  be  exported  to  Ehode  Island,  and  recommend- 
ed a  prompt  and  liberal  contribution  to  be  made  tlirough- 
out  their  State  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers.     Within  two 
months,  donations  amounting  to  five  hundred  bushels  of 
grain,  and  four  thousand  three  hundred  pounds  in  money 
were  collected  in  that  State,    This  noble  liberality  was 
imitated  by  the  far  South  through  the  action  of  Congress.    Feb 
A  resolution  was  passed,  requesting  the  States  of  Oonnec-      ^' 
tieut  and  !New  York  to  repeal  their  embai'go  upon  bread 
stuffs  for  the  benefit  of  Ehode  Island,  and  a  few  weeks 
later  the  State  was  reHeved  from  fifty  thousand  dollars,    Mar 
being  one-sixth  of  her  allotted  quota  of  the  continental      ^' 
tax,  which  was  generously  assumed  by  the  State  of  Soutli 
Carolina,  with  the  consent  of  her  delegates.     This  release 
was  virtually  an  admission  by  Congress,  of  the  self-evident 
truth  that  Ehode  Island  had  done  more  than  her  part,  and 
suffered  more  than  her  shai'e  in  the  common  cause ;  but 
the  assumption  by  South  Carolina  was  no  less  an  act  of 
generous  patriotism  on  her  part,  worthy  of  tbe  land  of 
the  Eutledges,  of  Moultrie,  and  of  Marion. 

Although  no  formidable  invasion  was  again  attempted 
by  the  enemy  in  Ehode  Island,  yet  predatory  incursions 
by  detached  parties  became  more  frequent  and  annoying 
than  ever,  and  continued  so  till  the  island  was  evacuated. 
In  one  of  these  a  small  party  landed  in  North  Kingstown  „  , 
by  night,  and  carried  off  a  great  quantity  of  slicep,  cattle,      i, ' 
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CHAP,  and  com.     The  Assembly  therefore  advised  Gen.  SulH- 
.^^^  van  to  purchase  another  v^sel,  in  addition  to  the  Pigot, 
]T79-    for  the  defence  of  the  baj.     They  passed  a  vote  of  thanks 
^g  ■     to  him  for  his  conduct  since  taking  command  of  the  army 
in  this  State.     Tbey  also  aasessed  two  very  heavy  taxes, 
one  of  ninety  thousand  pounds  for  Continental  use,  and 
another  of  sixty  thousand  pounds  for  State  purposes,  and 
took  measures  to  sustain  for  another  year,  the  brigade  of 
fifteen  hundred  men  vrhose  term  of  enlistment  was  about 
to  expire.'     Complaints  of  unequal  representation,  first 
embodied  in  the  Scituate  instructionSj'''  had  become  so  fre- 
quent, that  the  Assembly  debated  a  plan  to  remedy  the 
evil,  and  reduce  the  number  of  deputies  so  as  not  to  exceed 
two  from  each  town,  but  the  measure  failed  by  a  non-con- 
2S'     currenco  of  the  two  houses.' 

jjar.  -^  second  newspaper,  styled  the  "  American  Journal 

4.      and  General  Advertiser,"  was  commenced  in  Providence 
by  Southwiek  and  Wheeler.     It  was  printed  every  Thurs- 
day and  continued  about  five  years, 
a.  To  enlist  the  new  brigade,  money  was  needed,  but  the 

treasury  w^  empty.  "William  Rhodes,  sheriff  of  Provi- 
dence, was  sent  to  Connecticut  to  obtain  a  loan  of  twelve 
thousand  pounds  for  this  purpose.  The  money  was  hired 
for  one  month.  The  Springfield  compact  was  not  kept  by 
the  other  l!^ew  England  States.  There  were  now  but  two 
thousand  Continental  troops  in  Rhode  Island,  while  the 
11.     British  force  was  upwards  of  six  thousand.     Letters  were 

'  The  offlcera  were  tho  aame  as  now  commanded  the  brigade,  irith  some 
transposUions  since  the  former  organizatioD,  Brigadiei'  General  Cornell 
commanded  the  brigade.  The  officers  of  the  artillery  re^ment  ware  Colonel 
Bobcrt  Elliot ;  Josiah  Flagg,  licitt«nant-coIoneL  Of  the  Ist  battalion  of  in- 
fantry, Colonel  Archibald  Crary ;  Lieutetiaat^colonel  N'athanicl  Hawltins ; 
Christopher  Manchester,,  major ;  Samuel  Montgomery,  surgeon.  Of  the  2d 
battalion,  Colonel  John  Topham;  Lieutenant-colonel  James  TVilliams;  Ma- 
jorSamuel  Philips.     Sl«pheB  Wigneron,  Burgeon. 

'  Ante,  chap,  sii".,  p.  400. 

'  The  Act,  having  failed  to  pass,  is  not  entered  upon  the  Records,  but 
the  proceedings  of  the  two  Houees  are  preserTed  in  Foster  Papers,  voL  ii. 
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eeat  to  Connecticut  and  New  Hampsliire,  urging  tliem  to  chap. 
send  on  their  quota  of  troops,  for  the  State  was  never  ^,^,_J, 
more  exposed  than  at  this  time.  1779. 

Brigadier-General  Vamum  now  resigned  his  eommis-     ,g''" 
sion  in  the  army,  and  Major-General  Sullivan  was  called 
away  to  conduct  an  expedition  against  the  Indians  in  New 
York,     A  meeting  was  held  in  Providence  to  express  the     ^g 
feeling  of  respect   entertained  for  this  favorite  general, 
and  addresses  were  also  presented  to  him  from  the  oificers     23. 
in  this  State,  miHtary,  medical,  and  staff,  and  from  the 
order  of  Freemasons.     A  vo]untary  escort  attended  his 
departure  as  far  as  Johnston,  where  a  public  dinner  was     29. 
given  him  by  his  late  companions  in  arms.     Gen,  Glover 
succeeded  to  the  command  for  a  few  days,  till  the  arrival  April, 
of  Major-General  Gates  who  was  received  with  great  en-      ^■ 
thusiasm.     The  eonneil  of  war  placed  him  in  command  of     5, 
aU  the  Rhode  Island  troops,  and  an  elegant  entertainment      g, 
was  given  to  Mm. 

The  predatory  excureions  of  the  enemy  were  extended      S. 
in  all  directions.      Another  attempt  was  made  against 
New  Bedford,  but  finding  the  people  prepared  to  repulse 
them,  they  sailed  away.     Soon  afterwards  seven  hundred 
men  landed  on  Conanicut  Island,  including  a  portion  of      !■*■ 
Fanning's  Tory  regiment,  and  the  next  day  about  the 
same  number  were  embarked  in  flatboats  at  Newport. 
Great  alarm  prevailed,  and  preparations  were  made  at 
,  every  post  along  the  bay  to  repel  the  invaders  ;  but  this 
expedition  was  also  destined  to  the  eastward,  and  visiting 
Nantucket,  brought  away  a  dozen  vessels,  chiefly  loaded 
witli  oH.     A  party  also  landed  at  Swanzey,  burnt  one     19. 
house,  and  took  six  prisoners. 

The  movements  of  the  enemy  were  generally  known 
in  advance,  through  the  ingenuity  and  daring  of  Isaac 
Barker  of  Middletown.  Pretending  to  be  a  Tory,  ho  re- 
mained on  his  farm  upon  the  east  side  of  the  island,  in 
plain  sight  of  the  Seaconnet  shore.  A  British  colonel 
was  CLuartered  at  lis  house,  from  whom  Barker   often 
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CHAP,  learned  the  designs  of  the  enemy.     A  eystem  of  signals 
■^^^-    waa  arranged  between  him  and  Lieutenant  Chapin  of 
1779.    Sherburne's  regiment,  stationed  on  the  opposite  shore,  by 
■Ap"'    means  of  bars  and  a  stake  in  a  stone  -wall  which  could  be 
easily  seen  from  Seaconnet  with  a  spy-glass.     The  farm  was 
near  North  Point,  which  extends  some  distance  into  the 
bay,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  point  is  a  ledge  of  rocks 
wherein  was  a  crevice  used  by  Barker  as  a  post  office. 
In  this  crevice  he  would  deposit  a  letter  at  night  when 
anything  of  importance  was  to  bo  commnnicated,  and  the 
next  day  would  arrange  the  signal  at  the  bars,     Chapin 
wonld  then  come  over  in  a  boat  on  the  first  favorable  op- 
portunity by  night  and  get  the  letter.     Tliis  method  of 
comiminieation  required  great  courage  and  addi-ess,  hut 
was  successfully  practised  by  Barker  for  fourteen  months, 
from  August,  1778,  till  the  British  left  the  island,  although 
at  the  constant  risk  of  his  life.     Several  times  he  narrowly 
escaped  being  discovered.' 
ie_  The  arrival  of  the  IT.  S.  ships  "Warren,  Capt.  John  B. 

Hopkins,  Queen  of  France,  Capt.  Joseph  Olney,  and 
lianger,  Oapt.  Simpson,  at  Boston,  from  a  short  and  most 
successful  cruise,  gave  great  joy.  These  ships  had  sailed 
under  Capt.  Hopldns  as  senior  officer  but  a  short  time 
before,  and  off  Cape  Henry  captured  a  fleet  of  seven 
British  vessels,  one  twenty-gun  sliip  and  six  transports, 
with  vei'y  valuable  stores,  and  twenty-four  British  ofiicers 
bound  to  Georgia.  One  of  the  officers  admitted  that  the 
loss  of  this  fleet  would  more  than  counterbalance  all  the 
British  success  in  tlie  South.  Tlie  value  of  the  captured 
stores  was  estimated  at  eighty  thousand  pounds  sterling." 
22.  Brigadier-General  John  Stark  arrived  at  Providence, 

and  took  the  command  vacated  by  the  resignation  of  Gen. 

'  A  more  detailed  account  of  this  affair  is  giren  In  "Spirit  of  16,"  pp. 

'  Cooper's  Naral  History  i.  ]oO,  States  that  Hopkins  sailed  from  Boston 
on  ISth  April,  upon  this  cruise,  but  the  papers  of  the  day  mention  his  arrival 
home  on  the  16th  April,  with  tho  prizes. 
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Varnum.     A  uniform  system  of  tactics,  prepai-ed  by  chap. 
Baron  Stenben  was  now  introduced  into  tlie  militia  ^ 
well  as  the  regular  seiTiee,  and  copies  of  it  were  sent  to    ifTS. 
this  State.    Gen.  Glover's  brigade  was  called  to  the  west-   -^^^'^ 
ward,  leaTing  Rhode  Island  yet  more  exposed  to  the 
enemy.     Gates  urged  Connecticut  to  send  her  quota,  and     38. 
Gov.  Greene  wrote  to  Hew  Hampshire  to  forward  hers.     39. 
Not  a  man  from  either  State  was  now  in  Ehode  Island. 
Gov.  Trumbull  replied  that  Connecticut  was  not  bound  May  1. 
by  the  terras  of  the  Springfield  convention,  unless  the  other 
that  were  less   exposed,  also  sent  their  quotas. 

lin  recommended  that  the  terms  of  that  agree-      '^■ 
ment  should  be  kept  by  the  several  parties  to  it,  and  Gen. 
Starke   again  represented  the   defenceless   condition  of      30. 
Ehode  Island  to  his  native  State. 

The  Assembly  formed  the  militia  of  the  several  coim-      5, 
ties  into  brigades,  and  chose  Gen.  Varnum  to  be  major- 
general.'     ITiey  also  recommended  to  Congress  certain 
officers  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  first  continental  battalion 
from  this  State."     Col.  Crary  of  the  first  regiment  of  State 
infantry,  in  Cornell's  brigade,  resigned  his  commission      7. 
on  account  of  the  depreciation  of  paper  money  which 
disabled  him  from  supporting  his  family.     A  solemn  fast 
was  observed  throughout  the  country  by  recommendation      6. 
of  Congress,      Another  descent  was  made  upon  Point 
Judith  by  a  body  of  Tories  from  Ehode  Island,  and  a      8. 

'  The  brigadiers  eleoled  were,  William  West,  for  Proridenoe;  Joseph 
Stanton,  for  Kings ;  Nathan  MiUor,  for  Newport  and  Bristol  Conaties. 
General  Varnum  had  lately  resigneil  his  Continental  commiesion,  as  briga- 
dier, and  eould  therefore  accept  the  post  of  major-general  of  the  State. 

'  The  officers  of  the  1st  Rhode  Island  battaBon  in  the  campaign  of  IWfl, 
taken  from  a  liat  prepared  by  Lieutenant-colonel  Ward  at  tWa  time,  mece 
as  follows;  Colonel  Christopher  Greene ;  Lieutenant-eolonei  Samuel  Ward; 
Major  Ebenezer  Flagg  ;  Captains  Elijah  Lewis,  Thomas  Cole,  John  S.  Dex- 
ter, Thomas  Arnold,  John  Holdea,  Edward  Slooum,  Joseph  Arnold ;  Lieu 
tenants  Daniel  Peirce,  Zephaniah  Brown,  Robert  Rogers,  David  Johnson, 
Elias  Thompson,  Enoch  Stanton,  Charles  Peirce,  John  Coelse,  Daniel  Dester. 
Chandler  Burlingamo  was  recommended  in  June  as  a  lieutenant  in  this  bat- 
talion. 
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CHAP,  large  number  of  sheep  and  cattle  were  earned  off.  At 
^^.^  this  time  a  British  fleet  was  devastating  Virginia,  while 
1779.  an  anny  under  Prevost  was  laying  waste  the  fairest  por- 
^^^    tions  of  South  Carolina. 

But  upon  the  eea  the  American  arms  were  more  suc- 
cessful. The  U,  S.  sloop  Providence,  Capt.  Hacker,  ai'- 
11.  rived  at  Providence  with  two  prizes,  one  a  valuable  ship 
loaded  with  rice,  the  other  the  British  cruiser  Diligent,  of 
twelve  guns,  which  was  captured  after  a  bloody  action,  in 
which  the  enemy  lost  twenty-eight  men,  and  the  Provi- 
dence twelve,  among  whom  were  the  sailing-master, 
James  Eogers,  of  Newport,  and  Lieutenant  Ohilton  of 
the  marines.  A  sloop  was  also  taken  oft'  ^Newport  by 
^^-     three  armed  boats  of  the  State  flotilla. 

A  party  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  men  from  a  British 
21-  fleet  of  nine  sail,  then  ravaging  the  coast,  landed  in  South 
Kingstown,  burnt  one  house,  plundered  two  others,  and 
made  prisoners  of  a  sergeant's  guard  and  some  of  tlie  in- 
habitants, fifteen  in  all,  but  were  finally  di-iven  oft'  by 
some  troops  who  captured  one  of  their  sloops  with  five 
prisoners. 

To  arrest  the  rapid  and  alaiming  depreciation  of  con- 
tinental money,  Congress  resorted  to  increased  taxation. 
Foriy-five  millions  of  dollars  were  assessed  upon  the 
States,  of  which  the  part  assigned  for  Ehode  Island  to 
raise  WM  seven  hundred  fifty  thousand  dollars,  a  crush- 
ing burden  in  the  exhausted  condition  of  this  State,  sub- 
ject as  it  was  to  constant  incursions  of  the  enemy,  and 
June  obliged  to  keep  a  large  force  in  the  field.  Even  now  an 
expedition  from  !New  York,  up  the  Hudson,  threatening 
an  attack  on  Fishkill,  Gen.  Gates  ordered  the  militia  to 
be  ready  to  mareii  to  that  point.  There  was  more  than 
they  could  do  at  home.  A  foraging  party  again  landed 
6.  at  Point  Judith,  and  carried  off  eight  prisoners,  besides  a 
number  of  sheep  and  cattle.  They  were  repulsed  by  Col. 
Jackson's  fight  corps,  with  some  loss  of  wounded  on  each 
side.     jSText  morning  they  lauded  at  another  point  in 
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South  Kingstown,  and  burnt  two  houses.    Yet  the  Assem-  chap- 
bly  holdly  met  the  demands  made  upon  them,  and  levied  ,^^^ 
two   taxes,   one   of  two   hundred  twenty-five  thousand    m^. 
pounds,  to  meet  the  action  of  Congress,  and  another  of      ??® 
sixty  thousand  pounds  for  State  purposes.     A  protest 
against  the  mode  in  which  these  taxes  were  apportioned 
among  the  towns  was  made,  hy  those  which  had  bo  lately 
been  plundered  by  the  enemy,  but  no  resistance  was 
offered  to  tlieir  collection.     The  two  infantry  regiments 
in  the  State  brigade  were  consolidated  under  Col.  Top- 
ham.     The  resignation  of  Co!.  Crary,  with  many  of  his 
officers,  and  the  deserted  ranks  of  the  brigade,  of  which 
the  two  infantry  regiments  were  now  reduced  to  two  hun- 
dred thirty-three  men,  and  those  destitute  of  clothing  and 
in  arreai's  for  pay,  aa  appears  by  a  return  made  by  Gen, 
Cornell,  rendered  this  course  necessary.     Ey  the  advice      ■^^■ 
of  Gen,  Gates,  a  corps  of  hght  infantry  was  raised  for 
special  sendee  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Earton,  consist- 
ing of  four   companies  of  fifty-four  men   each,  besides 
officers,  whose  appointment  was  left  to  the  commander,' 

Gen.  Gates  had  sent  Lieut.-Col.  Talbot  to  sea  in  a 
small  sloop  of  a  hundi'ed  tons,  called  the  Argo,  armed 
with  ten  guns  and  a  crew  of  sixty  men,  to  guard  the  coast. 
He  eaptm'ed  the  Lively ,°  a  ten  gun  privateer,  with  three 
prizes,  which  now  arrived  at  Providence,  and  soon  after- 
wards returned  to  port  with  two  large  vessels  of  twelve  July 
and  eighteen  guns  tahen  off  Sandy  Hook,  after  a  desper-  "■ 
ate  engagement  of  four  and  a  half  hours.  This  success 
was  followed  up  by  Oapt.  Whipple,  who,  during  the  same 
month,  in  the  frigate  Providence,  as  senior  officei',  with 
two  other  U.  S.  ships,  attached  a  large  fleet  of  EngHsh 
merchantmen  under  convoy  of  a  ship-of-the-line  and  some 

'  The  four  captains  were  Henrj  Dajton,  Jolm  Gnrzia,  Charles  Handy, 
and  Stephen  Babcook. 

'  The  lavely  waa  at  once  fitted  out  as  a  prJYafeer,  in  command  of  Eaek 
HopHoa,  jr.,  and  was  very  aiioceasM. 
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CHAP,  smaller  cruisers,'  and  sent  eight  of  them  safely  into  Boston. 

■    The  value  of  these  prizes  was  over  a  million  of  dollars. 

1779.    These  triumphs  were  somewhat  impaired  in  August,  by 

y    the  misfortune  of  the  Penobscot  expedition,  under  Gen. 

Lovell  and  Capt.  Saletonstall,  in  which  the  frigate  Warren, 

sloop  Providence,  and  her  late  prize  the  Diligent,  were 

burnt  to  prevent  their  capture. 

Upon  the  departure  of  Glover's  brigade,  Jaekson's  and 

■i.  AngeU's  regiments  were  ordered  from  the  south  part  of 
the  State  to  Providence,  which  left  the  Narraganset  coun- 
try much  exposed.  Sir  George  Collier,  and  Gov.  Tiyon 
were  ravaging  the  Connecticut  shore.     New  Haven  w!^ 

B.      plundered.    Fairfield  was  burnt,  and  on  the  same  night  a 

7.  party  of  Tories  landed  at  Pall  Kiver,  robbed  some  houses, 
and  earned  off  thirteen  prisoners,  leaving  behind  them 
copies  of  a  royal  proclamation,  offering  pardon  to  repent- 

0.  ant  rebels.  Norwalt  was  also  burnt.  But  these  outrages 
were  soon  checked  by  the  storming  of  Stony  Point  on 

16.  Hudson  Kiver  by  Gen.  Wayne,  an  act  of  heroism  that  in- 
spired the  enemy,  for  a  time,  with  greater  caiition. 

Many  of  the  forays  from  Newport  were  conducted  by 
Tory  refugees,  whose  cruelty  had  become  proverbial. 
One  was  attempted  neai'  the  close  of  Jidy,  against  Sea- 
connet,  for  the  pui-pose  of  seizing  Major  "William  Taggart 
and  his  two  sons,  who  were  very  obnoxious  to  the  enemy. 
Major  Taggart  commanded  the  flotilla  of  gun-boats,  imder 
Gen.  Sullivan  for  more  than  a  year,  and  his  son  William, 
jr.,  served  under  him  as  a  captain.  This  service  had 
lately  been  suspended,  and  the  two  officers  retired  to  their 
farm  in  Little  Compton.  A  pai'ty  of  Tories  landed  on  the 
Point,  and  seized  the  sentinels  on  the  shore,  but  the  alarm 
being  given,  they  only  captured  five  prisoners,  two  of 
whom  were  Capt.  Taggart  and  his  brotlier.  The  latter 
was  brutally  mnrdered  in  attempting  to  escape.     Tlie 

'  These  sliipa  sailed  from  Boston  Itth  June,  and  arrived  back  again  on 
21at  August,  after  tlie  moat  sucoesaM  cruise  of  the  war  as  to  pecuniary  re- 
suli3 ;  tliej  brought  also  1S5  prisoQere. 
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otliers  were  taken  to  the  jail  in  Kewport.'     CoL  Barton's  CHAP, 
corps  of  infantry  were  raised  for  the  special  purpose  of    ■''-^^■ 
protecting  the  seaboard  from  these  forays.     They  were    lT79. 
fiuTiished  with  whaleboate  built  expressly  for  that  service,     ■''"'^ 
and  were  despatched  by  Gates  with  instnictions  to  recon-     24. 
noitre  the  island,  take  prisoners,  and   gain  information 
respecting  the  enemy.     These  expeditions  were  conducted 
in  great  silence,  witli  mufled  oars,  and  were  limited  to 
the  waters  of  the  bay. 

The  Argo  having  been  refitted  with  twelve  guns,  Tal-    -^"S- 
bot  again  sailed  by  order  of  Gates,  to  cruise  against  the      ^■ 
enemy.      He   soon   captured    the  Tory  privateer  King      7. 
George,   of  ten  guns,   belonging  in  Newport,   Stanton 
Hazard  commander,  which  he  carried  by  boarding,  with- 
out the  loss  of  a  man.     This  vessel  had  been  a  great  an- 
noyance to  the  whole  coast,  and  her  eaptui'e  was  hailed  as 
a  signal  triumph.     Col,  Jactson's  Massachusetts  regiment 
was  now  oi-dered  to  Boston  to  reinforce  the  ill-fated  Pe-     lo. 
nobseot  expedition.     Col,  Godfrey's  Bristol  County  regi- 
ment, with  three  hundred  other  Massachusetts  militia, 
were  sent  into  Ehode  Island  to  supply  their  place. 

In  consequence  of  an  earnest  address  to  the  States, 
made  by  Congress  in  May,  respecting  the  financial  condi- 
tion of  the  country,  which  address  had  been  read  from  all 
the  pulpits  in  Khode  Island  by  request  of  the  General 
Assembly,  a  convention  was  held  in  East  Greenwich,  at 
which  Gov.  Greene  presided.  To  arrest  the  rapid  depre- 
ciation of  the  currency,  to  supply  the  Continental  treasury, 
so  as  to  prevent  further  emissions,  and  to  establish  a  scale 
of  prices,  were  the  objects  of  this  and  of  similar  conven- 
tions held  in  the  several  States.  A  maximum  scale  of 
prices  for  many  staple  articles  of  consumption  was  adopts 
ed,  while  tliat  for  manufactures,  with  the  rates  of  labor 
and  board,  were  referred  to  the  separate  towns,  which 

'  An  interesting  account  of  tins  affair,  and  the  escape  of  Caplain  Tag- 
gart  and  Captain  Benjamin  Borden,  of  Fall  Siver,  from  the  jail  in.  Newport, 
is  giTen  iu  "  Spirit  of  '76,"  pp.  324-8. 
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CHAP,  -nrere  desired  to  hold  meetings  immediately  for  tliis  pur- 
.^^-^  pose.  Trading  in  gold  and  silver  was  discountenanced, 
1T79.    and  the  Assembly  were  recommended  to  raise  one-third 

^^'  of  a  million  of  dollars,  being  the  Khode  Island  proportion 
of  twenty  millions  proposed  by  Congress  to  be  loaned  by 
the  States  to  the  general  government.  Provision  was 
made  for  another  meeting  of  the  convention  to  revise  the 
tariff  at  present  adopted,  and  an  address  to  the  people  of 

13.     the  State  was  published. 

23.  The  Assembly  recommended  the  people  to  open  sub- 

scriptions for  the  continental  loan.  They  also  directed 
the  sheriff  to  detain  certain  slaves,  who,  it  was  found,  had 
been  purchased  to  be  carried  South,  in  violation  of  the 
manumission  act,  and  instructed  a  committee'  to  prepare 
a  bill  to  prevent  slaves  from  being  purchased,  and  carried 
out  of  the  State  against  tlieir  consent.  A  bill  to  confis- 
cate the  estates  of  Tories  was  also  ordered. 

25.  Baron  Steuben,  Inspector-General  of  the  army,  arrived 

at  Providence  on  a  tour  of  official  duty.    The  State  pow- 

38.  der-raUl  in  Xorth  Providence  was  accidently  blown  up, 
and  two  men  were  killed.  The  troops  had  hitherto  been 
quai'tered  in  public  or  private  buildings,  having  no  rega 
^  lar  barracks.  Congress  now  ordered  barracks  to  be  erect- 
ed in  Eliode  Island  at  government  expense,  their  loca- 
tion and  dimensions  to  be  detennined  by  Gen.  Gates. 

13.  The  subscriptions  to  the  public  loan  not  being  filled, 

the  Assembly  apportioned  the  amount,  one  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds,  among  the  towns,  and  requu-ed  the  assessors 
to  collect  it  from  those  who  were  best  able  to  contribute. 
Although  this  assessment  was  not  a  tax  in  form,  it  was 
one  in  reality,  and  was  enforced  with  the  same  process 
and  penalties.  An  examination  of  the  accounts  of  all  the 
officers  in  the  Staff  Department  had  been  urged  by  Con- 
gress in  their  Jlay  address.  A  bill  prescribing  the  mode 
of  conducting  the  enquiry  and  appointing  an  examining 

'  Eouse  J.  Hclme,  David  Howell,  and  Welcome  Arnold. 


„Google 


GREENWICH   CONVENTION. — SIEGE   OF   SAVANNAH,  445 

board,  was  passed.  The  investigation  was  commenced  soon  CHAP, 
after  the  rising  of  the  Assemhly.'  ■^■^^^' 

Tlie  Argo  retumedto  Providence  after  a  very  success-    1779. 
ful  cruise,  having  taken  four  valuable  prizes  since  tlie    *^P'' 
King  George.     An  account  of  this  cruise  was  sent  to  John 
Jay,  which  was  published  by  order  of  Congress,  and  Tal- 
bot received  a  commission  as  captain  in  the  navy.     As     '^'^• 
the  limited  number  of  ships  did  not  admit  of  his  having  a 
more  suitable  command,  he  continued  his  exploits  in  the 
Argo.     Meetings  had  been  held  in  all  the  towns  to  act 
upon  the  proceedings  of  the  Greenwich  convention.     Aa 
the  points  left  to  be  settled  by  the  separate  towns  could 
better  be  arranged  by  a  general  consultation,  a  new  con- 
vention of  committees  was  held  at  the  same  place.    The     27. 
prices  of  labor,  and  of  articles  not  settled  by  the  former 
convention,  were  fixed,  to  bo  in  force  at  the  expiration  of 
two  weeks.     Massachusetts  proposed  another  convention     28. 
of  the  five  Eastern  States  to  be  held  at  Hartford,  to  pro 
duce  greater  uniformity  in  the  action  of  the  States  on 
these  subjects.     The  council  of  war  laid  an  embargo  on     80. 
the  exportation  by  water,  of  all  kinds  of  provisions,  to  con- 
tinue for  three  months,  and  forbade  the  canying  of  hve  Oct.  3. 
stock  or  groceries  into  Connecticut,  as  engrossers  from 
that  State  were  buying  up  these  articles  here.     They  also 
appointed  Hon.  Stephen  Hopkins  and  Charles  Holden 
commissioners  to  attend  tihe  Hartford  convention,  and  pre- 
pared instructions  for  thcu'  guidance. 

The  war  at  the  South  was  unsatisfactory.  Gen.  Lin- 
coln held  Charleston,  but  Savannah  was  in  the  hands  of 
Prevost,  D'Estaing,  after  some  success  in  the  West 
Indies,  united  with  Lincoln  to  besiege  Savannah.  After 
several  weeks'  delay,  an  attempt  was  made  to  carry  the  9. 
town  by  asaaidt.  The  allies  were  repulsed  with  great 
slaughter,  and  among  the  killed  was  the  brave  Polish 
Count  Pulaski.    D'Estaing  himself  was  wounded,  and  im- 

*  See  cliap.  ixi.,  p.  413,  Kote. 
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CHAP,  mediately  reimbarked  Hs  forces  to  return  to  tlie  "West 
,__^  .^  Indies,     Sir  Henry  Clinton  resolved  to  concentrate  liis 
17T9.    forces  at  the  South,  whieli  had  become  the  seat  of  war. 
9?*"  A  fleet  of  fifty-two   ti'ansports   arrived  at  I^Tewport 

from  New  York  to  embark  the  garrison,  seven  thousand 
men,  with  the  military  stores  and  such  of  the  Tories,  with 
their  effects,  as  chose  to  follow  the  waning  fortunes  of  the 
crown.  It  was  evident  that  the  island  was  to  be  evacuated. 
10.  Gov.  Greene  issued  a  proclamation,  forbidding  any  person 
to  land  on  Ehode-ialand  or  Conanicut  to  molest  the  in- 
habitants after  the  enemy  had  withdi'awn.  The  emharca- 
tion  commenced  immediately.  The  transports  were  svic- 
cessively  brought  to  the  wharves  and  laden  with  the 
heavy  ordnance  and  stores  of  the  army,  and  the  movable 
property  of  the  royahsta,  forty-six  of  whom,  with  theii" 
families  and  a  large  number  of  liberated  slaves,  embarked 
in  the  fleet.  As  fast  as  the  ships  were  loaded,  they  were 
hauled  out  to  their  moorings  off  Brenton's  Point,  The 
barracks  at  that  point  and  the  hght-house  at  Beaver  Tail 
were  burnt.  The  north  battery  was  levelled,  but  tlie  old 
fort  on  Goat  Island  was  spared.  When  all  was  ready,  the 
inhabitants  were  warned  to  keep  within  doors  during  the 
35.  day  of  embarcation,  on  pain  of  death.  All  day  the  ti'oops 
were  marching  from  the  town  to  Brenton's  Point,  where, 
as  fast  as  they  aiTived,  they  were  conveyed  in  boats  on 
board  the  ships.  At  sunset  the  fleet  sailed,  and  Tthode 
Island  was  relieved  from  the  presence  of  an  enemy,  who 
for  three  years  had  spread  desolation  and  terror  over  the 
whole  State.  The  forests  that  once  covered  the  island 
had  been  cut  down,  till  scarcely  a  tree  remained.  Houses 
without  number  had  been  destroyed,  gardens  laid  waste, 
farms  broken  up,  and  on  aU  the  hills  frowning  bastions 
and  luies  of  circnmvallation,  many  of  which  remain  to 
this  day,  looked  down  upon  deserted-  fields  and  blood- 
stained meadows  more  desolate  than  when,  a  century 
before,  tlicy  had  been  the  battle-ground  of  a  savage  but 
less  rntliless  foe.     Newport  never  recovered  from  the  cruel 
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blow.  More  than  half  the  population  had  forsaken  the  c 
island,  and  the  commereo  that  onee  filled  the  crowded  ^ 
whai-ves  was  either  annihilated,  or  had  sought  less  hazard-  1 
0U9  resorte,  never  to  retnrn.'  The  Jews,  "whose  enter- 
prise had  done  so  much  for  their  adopted  State,  bad  all 
left  the  town.  Aaron  and  Moses  Lopez,  who  at  one  time 
owned  twenty-seven  sc[nare-rigged  vessels,  several  of 
which  were  whaleships,  hesides  many  smaller  craft,  neai'ly 
all  of  which  were  lost  dnring  the  war,  moved  to  Provi- 
dence and  afterwards  to  Leicester.  Moses  Hays,  another 
eminent  merchant,  had  removed  to  Boston  shortly  before 
the  war,  and  was  followed  by  the  Kiveiras  and  others  of 
the  Hebrew  faitli.'  Isaac  Touro,  tlie  priest,  witli  his  two 
eons,  fled  to  Jamaica  when  the  British  came  to  Newport, 
and  neither  of  them  ever  retnnied  to  reside  there ;  al- 
though the  munificence  of  Abraham,  one  of  the  aline,  still 
keeps  in  I'epair  the  deserted  temple  of  the  God  of  Jacob, 
and  guards  with  filial  reverence  the  cemetery  in  which 
repose  the  ashes  of  hia  fathers.'  Aaron  Lopez  intended  to 
return  after  the  war,  but  was  drowned  in  Scot's  Fond, 
near  Providence.'  His  son  Joseph  was  almost  the  only 
one  of  all  tliis  interesting  and  indomitable  race  who  re- 
sumed business  in  tlie  nearly  ruined  town  of  Newport. 

The  remnant  of  the  great  Jewish  families  who  returned, 
gradually  declined.  Not  one  of  their  descendants  now  re- 
mains in  Newport.     Moses  Lopez,  nephew  of  Aaron,  was 

'  More  tlian  600  houses  irere  destroyed ;  and  the  damage  committed  by 
the  Bi'itjsh  during  their  occupation  was  eetimated  at  nearly  £126,000 — as 
reported  by  B,  Committee  of  the  Legislature  at  June  session,  1782 — in  the 
town,  of  Newport  alone. 

'  Jacob  Rodriguez  Eiveira,  who  introduced  the  manufacture  of  sperma- 
ceti, of  which  Newport  before  the  war  em'oyed  the  monopoly,  returned  to 
Newport,  and  died  there,  February  19,  ll88,  in  the  12d  year  of  his  age, 
but  we  do  not  find  tbat  be  resumed  his  former  enterprise  after  the  peace. 

'  Abraham  Touro  died  in  Boston  in  1822.  He  left  a  fund  of  $10,000 
for  the  support  of  the  synagogue  and  cemetery  in  Newport,  and  $5,000  to 
keep  ill  repair  the  street  on  whicii  ttiey  front,  and  which  is  now  called  from 
his  name — Toiiro  streets 

*  281ih  May,  1182. 
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CHAP,  the  last  who  leff.  the  place.  He  removed  to  New  York  a 
.^^  few  years  hefore  his  death.  His  body  was  broaght  to 
1779.    ITewport  for  interment  in  the  Jewish  cemetery. 

The  enemy  left  behind  them  a  number  of  horses  be- 
longing to  the  cavalry  regiment,  and  also  tlie  contents  of 
the  forage  yard  uninjured  ;  but  they  carried  with  them 
the  records  of  the  town  from  its  settlement.  The  vessel 
containing  these  precious  papers  was  sunk  at  Hurl  Gate. 
Three  years  afterwards  the  half-obliterated  fragments  were 
returned  to  the  town,  and  a  copy  was  made  of  such  por- 
tions as  were  still  legible.  Tlie  morning  after  the  evaeu- 
36.  ation,  the  troops  quartered  at  Tiverton,  mider  Gen. 
Stark,  crossed  over  to  the  island  and  occupied  ITewport, 
and  Col.  Barton  was  sent  on  with  orders  to  prevent  any 
boat  from  landing  there  without  a  permit. 
20.  The  •convention  at  Hartford  proposed  a  new  scale  of 

prices,  on  a  basis  of  twenty  for  one,  and  advised  a  general 
convention  to  bo  held  at  Philadelphia  in  January,  to 
adopt  the  scheme.  Tiiis  action  obviated  the  necessity  of 
another  meeting  of  tlio  Rhode  Island  committees  at  Grecn- 
25.  wich  as  had  been  intended.  The  Assembly,  which  met 
on  the  day  of  the  evacuation,  had  much  additional  busi- 
ness to  do  on  account  of  that  event.  Tlie  militia  coast 
guard,  which  had  been  kept  up  at  great  expense  for  three 
years,  were  dismissed.  The  ferries  from  Newport  to 
Soutli  Kingstown  were  re-established  and  repaired.  The 
four  island  towns  which  had  bo  long  been  held  by  the 
enemy,  were  empowered  to  resume  their  corporate  func- 
tions, by  calling  meetings  to  elect  local  officers  and  depu- 
ties ;  hut  all  Tories  were  prohibited  from  taking  part  in 
these  proceedings.  The  non-intercourse  act,  by  which 
New  Shoreham  had  so  long  been  cut  off  from  the  State, 
was  repealed.  A  general  embargo  was  laid  upon  every 
article,  nothing  was  to  be  exported  by  sea  or  land  while 
the  neighboring  States  persisted  in  a  similar  poHey.  This 
act  was  designed  as  one  of'  retaliation,  and  had  become 
necessary  for  eelf-preservation..    The  militia  system  was 
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regulated  anew,  all  previous  lawa  being  now  digested  into  chap. 
one  compendious  act.  The  acts  confiscating  the  estates  of  _^ 
Tories,  and  prohibiting  the  involuntary  sale  of  slaves  out  1TT9. 
of  the  State,  which  had  heen  moved  in  August,  were  now  ' 

reported  and  passed.  The  former  provided  that  com- 
plaints should  be  entered  hy  the  attorney-general,  with  a 
full  statement  of  the  offence,  and  a  description  of  the 
estate,  to  be  tried  by  the  Superior  Court  of  the  county 
where  the  property  lay.  A  special  term  of  the  court  was 
appointed  to  he  held  at  Providence  to  receive  the  com- 
plaints, which  were  to  be  continued  one  term  for  trial, 
notice  being  given  to  the  parties  proceeded  against.  The 
slave  act  provided  that  in  case  of  an  attempt  to  sell  a 
slave  to  be  carried  out  of  the  State  against  his  will,  the 
owner  should  forfeit  all  claim  to  the  slave,  and  the  latter 
should  receive  his  freedom.  To  prevent  any  undue  in- 
fluence in  obtaining  the  consent  of  a  slave  to  be  sold,  a 
certificate  of  two  Justices  was  recLiiired,  setting  forth  that 
the  slave  had  twice  appeared  before  them,  alone,  with  an 
interval  of  three  days  between  the  interviews,  and  stated 
his  consent  to  be  sold,  naming  the  person  and  residence 
of  the  desired  purchaser.  A  fine  was  attached  to  any 
violation  of  this  act,  but  a  slave  of  notoriously  bad  charac- 
ter might  be  sold,  upon  judgment  of  court,  anywhere 
within  the  United  States. 

During  the  session,  the  surgeons  of  the  line'  presented  g^ 
a  memorial  to  the  Assembly,  complaining  that  the  medi- 
cal staff  had  been  overlooked  in  the  action  of  Congress 
providing  for  other  officers  in  the  army,  and  asking  such 
redress  as  other  States  had  afforded,  in  the  shape  of  some 
guarantee  that  equal  provision  would  be  made  for  them 
as  for  other  ofiicers  at  the  close  of  the  war.  The  memo- 
rial was  supported  by  the  certificates  of  tlie  field  officers 

'  The  memorial  waa  signed  by  Samuel  Tenny  and  Peter  Turner,  sur- 
geons, and  Elias  CorneiiuB,  and  John  Parish,  mates.  They  were  attached 
to  Colonels  Groeno  and  Angoll's  hattaliona  of  the  line. 
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CHAP,  of  both  regiments  to  the  jiistiee  of  the  appeal,  and  to  the 

merits  and  services  of  the  petitioners. 

i7T9,  Ab  the  presence  of  the  enemy  no  longer  requii'ed  the 

■^°'^'    attention  of  Gates,  he  was  called  hence  to  join  the  grand 

army,  leaving  Brig. -Gen.  Cornell  in  command.     On  his 

departure,  a  suitable  address  was  presented  to  him  by  the 

11.  people  of  Providence.  The  council  of  war  oi-dered  the 
estates  of  the  Tories  who  had  left  in  the  fleet,  to  be  talcen 
possession  of  by  the  sheriff  of  Newport.  The  officers  of 
the  Staff  Department  were  reduced  in  number  by  the  dis- 
missal of  most  of  the  assistants,  and  the  buildings  and 
other  property  left  by  the  British  were  sold  for  the  benefit 

jj_  of  the  State,  Gen.  Cornell  was  requested  to  repair  the 
College,  to  permit  no  more  siet  soldiers  to  be  placed 
there,  and  to  provide  a  proper  place  for  a  general  hospital, 
as  the  officers  of  the  College  desired  to  occupy  it  again  qs 
soon  as  possible  for  the  instruction  of  youth ;  but  this  was 

Pgp_    not  yet  to  be.     When  the  northern  army  went  into  win- 
3.      ter  quarters,  Angell's  regiment  was  stationed  at  Danbury ; 
Greene's  remained  in  Rhode  Island ;    Sherburne's   was 
probahly  with  the  main  army  near  Morristown.' 

9.  A  general  thanksgiving  was  held  by  recommendation 

13.     of  Congress.     The  Assembly  levied  another  tax  of  one 

'  All  three  of  these  Continental  liattaliona,  besides  the  tliree  re^manta 
of  State  troopa,  were  in  this  State  during  1179.  Colonel  Sherburne's  regi- 
ment did  not  wholly  belong  to  Rhode  Island,  and  less  is  known  of  it  than 
of  the  otheca.  The  rolls  are  imperfect.  Such  names  as  can  now  be  ascer- 
tained aa  connected  with  it  are  given  by  Mr,  Cowell,  on  page  198  of  "  Spiiit 
of  '1e  in  Kiiode  Wand,"  The  partial  list  of  offieers  is  as  follows ;  Colonel 
Henry  Sherburne,  Mojor  William  Bradford,  Captain  James  Webb,  LieuteiV' 
ants  Seth  Cliapin,  Benjamin  SherburnS)  Enaign  Henry  Sherman;  besides 
whom,  there  vrere  85  non-commissioned  ofEcera  and  prlvfttes  from  Rhode 
Island,  whose  names  are  found.on  a  war  office  list  for  Ills.  By  the  same 
return,  and  by  a  letter  from  General  Washingten,  20th  February,  1780, 
there  appear  also  a  number  of  Rhode  Island  men  in  other  regiments,  viz.. 
Colonel  Crane's — James  Gardner,  adjutant;  Joseph  Perry,  Ist  lienteoaut, 
and  2  non-coramiasioned  officers ;  in  Colonel  Hazen's — Samuel  Stanford, 
ensign,  and  one  private;  in  Colonel  Livin^ton's — Ezekiel  Coot,  ensign; 
in  Colonel  Jacksoa'a — 1  sergeant  and  11  privates ;  and  m  Major  Glbbe's 
Guard— 5  privateH.    See  LeMera,  1779-SO,  So.  75,  and  1780,  No.  82. 
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hundred  twenty  tlionsand  ponnda  to  meet  the  State's  pro-  CHAP, 
portion,  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  of  the  continental  _.^ 
tax.  At  the  same  time  they  passed  the  act  upon  whicli  1779, 
the  Kevolutionary  debt  of  Rhode  Island,  which  has  nevei'  ^' 
yet  Ijeen  discharged,  is  based.  By  this  act  the  State 
pledged  itself  to  its  soldiers,  "  for  their  proved  fidelity, 
firmness,  and  intrepidity,  in  service,"  that  at  the  close  of 
the  war  it  would  "  make  good  to  them  or  their  legal  rep- 
resentatives the  wages  of  the  EEtablishment  of  Congress 
whereon  they  engaged."  These  halances  of  a  depieciated 
and  rained  currency,  if  not  adjusted  by  Congress,  were  to 
"  be  paid  them  as  soon  as  the  circumstances  of  the  State 
will  admit."  Upon  the  faith  of  this  pledge,  and  as  a 
part  of  the  same  act,  those  of  the  three  continental  regi- 
ments then  in  the  Ehode  Island  line,  ■whose  tei-ms  of  ser- 
vice were  about  to  expire,  were  re-enlisted  for  the  war. 
How  their  part  of  the  contract  was  kept,  these  pages  will 
record.  How  the  State  has  fulfilled  its  pledge,  the  hand- 
ful of  hoary  veterans  who  yet  sui-vive  in  lingering  hope 
of  tardy  and  oft-rejected  justice,  can  "testify.  Tliat  other 
States  have  ignored  the  like  claim  upon  tliem  Is  no  ex- 
cuse for  us. 

William  Ellery  was  appointed  a  delegate  to  the  con- 
vention at  Philadelphia,  and  John  Collins  was  requested 
not  to  resume  his  seat  in  Congress  for  the  present,  as  one 
representative  was  deemed  sufficient  until  the  articles  of 
Confederation  should  be  adopted.  The  Argo  was  com- 
missioned for  a  three  months'  cruise  in  the  "West  Indies, 
under  Capt.  Talbot,  but  before  he  could  get  to  sea,  the 
owners  re-claimed  the  sloop,  and  Congress  ordered  it  to 
be  restored  to  them.'    Great  distress  prevailed  among  the 

'  The  Argo  was  piiroliBsed  from  her  New  York  owner  by  a  company  of 
PrOTitJence  msrchanta,  and  again  equipped  aa  a  privateer.  Captain  Talbot, 
there  being  no  Continental  siiip  unofficered,  took  command  of  the  Genera! 
Washington  privateer,  and  was  soon  after  captnred  by  the  enemy,  thrust 
into  the  Jersey  priaon-ship,  and  finally  sent  to  England,  and  confined  in  the 
Dartmoor  prison,  till  he  was  eKehauged  in  December,  I'JSl,  and  reacted 
home   the   following  Spring,   after  nearly  two  years'  absence,  and  having 
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CHAP,  poor,  owing  to  the  unusual  severity  of  the  winter.  Dona- 
^^^  tions  of  -wood  were  made  by  the  State  to  the  towns  of 
1779.  Newport  and  Bristol.  The  garrison  at  Newport  was  re- 
jI"'  dueed  to  five  hundred  men,  and  a  month  later  to  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty,  on  account  of  tlie  difficulty  of  obtaining 
fuel.  The  remainder  of  the  ti'oops  were  quartered  in  the 
barracks  at  Tiverton.  Those  of  the  New  Hampshire  and 
Massachusetts  troops  who  could  be  spared,  were  sent 
home.  The  sufl'ering  for  want  of  fuel  is  represented  in 
piteous  terras  by  Gen.  Cornell.  So  intense  was  the  cold 
during  this  winter,  that  the  entire  bay  was  frozen  over 
for  six  weeks,  and  the  ice  extended  out  to  sea  a&f&v  as  the 
eye  could  reach.  Wood  sold  for  twenty  dollars  a  cord. 
A  famine  threatened  the  State.  Com  was  worth  four 
silver  dollars  a  bushel,  and  potatoes  two  dollars,  prices 
which  in  those  days  were  unparalleled,  except  duiing 
some  brief  seasons  of  great  scarcity. 

Another  descent  upon  South  Carohna  was  undertaken. 

Near  tlie  close  of  the  year  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and  Lord 

Corawallis,  with  a  poweiful  sq^uadron  under  Admiral  Ar- 

26.     bnthnot,  sailed  from  New  York  with  the  design  to  attack 

Jan.s,  Charleston.     A  violent  storm  soon  afterwards  scattered 

the  fleet  and   delayed  for   a  time  the  intended  attack. 

This  storm  was  very  destructive  along  the  whole  coast, 

and  seemed  to  presage  the  disaster  and  distress  that  were 

to  make  this  the  gloomiest  year  of  the  whole  war.     The 

cruel  treatment  received  by  American  prisonei-s  at  the 

6.      hands  of  the  enemy,  at  length  roused  Congress  to  pass  an 

act  of  retaliation,  and  decree  the  same  allowances   and 

treatment  in  all  respects  to  British  prisoners  that  were 

meted  to  ours. 

suffered  an  imprisonment  of  unparalleled  aoveritf.  He  reaided  in  Providence 
till  IT8B,  whou  lie  removed  to  Philadelphia,  where  be  married  foe  his  se- 
cond wife  a  granddaughter  of  General  Mifflin,  and  settled  in  Western  Nevf 
York.  He  soon  waa  sent  to  Congresa,  but  his  naval  tastes  led  him  again  on 
the  sea.  He  superintended  the  construction  of  the  frigate  Constitution, 
and  afienvards  commanded  her  in  the  gwasi  Treacii  war.  When  the  navy 
was  ceduced,  in  1801,  he  retired,  and  died  in  New  York  in  ISIS. 
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The  Newport  Mercury,  which  had  heen  suspended,  or  chap. 
rather  removed  to  Eohoboth  for  three  years,  was  now  .^^^ 
revived  by  Henry  Barber.    The  convention  of  Northern    1780. 
States  at  Philadelpliia  met,  and  adjourned  till  April ;  hut    ^2  ■ 
meanwhile,  so  rapid  was  the  depreciation  of  the  currency, 
that  no  effectual  effort  could  he  made  to  regulate  prices. 
Congress .  established  the  army  for  the  present  year  at     16. 
thirty-five  thousand  men,  and  assigned  the  Eliodo  Island 
quota  at  eight  hundred  and  ten.    To  complete  this  number, 
the  Assembly  at  once  took  the  necessary  steps,  and  also      28. 
laid  a  tax  of  one  hundred  eighty  thousand  pounds,  the 
State's  quota  of  a  continental  tax  of  forty-five  millions  of 
dollars,  which  was  to  be  paid  in  three  monthly  instal- 
ments. 

Congress  adopted  a  new  plan  to  arrest  the  depreciation  Mar. 
of  tlie  cuiTency,  now  sunk  to  foi-ty  for  one,  by  cancelling 
the  old  bills  as  fast  as  tliey  were  returned  by  a  monthly 
State  taxation  of  fifteen  millions,  and  issuing  new  bills  to 
one-twentieth  of  the  amount ;  these  new  hills  to  be  based 
on  the  credit  of  the  separate  States  in  fair  proportion,  to 
draw  interest  at  five  per  cent.,  and  to  be  redeemed  by  the 
States  in  six  years.  One  doUar  of  these  new  State  bills 
was  equal  to  forty  of  old  continental  money,  of  which  the 
amount  now  in  circulation  was  two  hundred  millions. 
Tlie  proportion  of  continental  money  required  from  Ehodo 
Island  by  this  act,  was  twenty-six  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, all  of  which  was  promptly  paid.  Massachusetts  and 
Delaware  were  the  only  other  States  that  met  these  heavy 
demands  without  delay.'  Congress  advised  the  repeal  of  20. 
the  laws  making  the  old  bills  legal  tender.  They  also 
desired  that  the  several  legislatures  might  be  called  to- 

'  In  LettGra  1719-80,  No.  13,  is  on  abstract  of  tbe  accounts  of  aJl  the 
States,  in  reference  to  the  requisition  of  JStli  March,  1180 ;  and  in  Letters 
1781-2,  No.  91,  is  an  account  made  up  at  the  Treasury  to  Hay  8,  l'78a-- 
ahowing  that  this  State  had  paid  up  in  full,  and  the  account  balanced.  Del- 
aware had  overpaid  a  small  amount,  and  MaasachusGtta  was  still  owing  a, 
trifling  Bam  on  tliia  account.  All  the  other  States  were  very  much  in  ar- 
rears.    Some  had  paid  nothing  at  alL 
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.  gether,  to  consider  the  proposed  scheme  of  iinance ;  hut 
,  before  the  news  reached  Ehode  Island,  the  Assembly  had 
already  been  specially  convened  to  devise  means  for  pro- 
curing supplies  for  the  army,  and  had  adjourned ;  nor 
was  it  thonght  best  to  call  another  session. 

The  enemy  were  constantly  maldng  incui'sions  from 
their  head(juarter9  at  Staten  Island  into  New  Jersey, 
where  the  American  army  was  stationed,  at  and  near 
Morristown.  In  one  of  these  a  party  attacked  Parasmus, 
where  Col.  Sherbnme's  regunent  was  quartered,  set  hre 
to  a  house  in  which  they  had  talcen  refuge,  and  took  fifty- 
two  prisoners,  including  several  ofiieers,  among  whom 
was  Lieut.  Sherman  who  was  wounded.  The  annual  fast- 
day,  recommended  by  Congi'ess,  was  duly  observed. 
After  a  short  visit  to  Prance,  Gen.  Lafayette  returned  to 
the  United  States  in  the  frigate  Hermione,  the  first  of  a 
powerful  fleet  that  was  soon  to  gladden  the  heart  of 
America. 

Civil  honors  now  tempted  some  of  the  "best  military 
officers  in  Khode  Island  to  leave  the  service.  Gen.  Cor- 
.  nell,  Col.  Topham,  and  Col.  Elliott  all  resigned  their  com- 
missions. The  two  latter  wei'e  chosen  deputies  from  New- 
port. The  former  was  elected  by  the  Assembly  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress  in  place  of  Stephen  Hopkins,  there  having 
been  three  candidates  for  first  representative,  and  no 
election  by  the  people.  Gen.  Vamxim  and  Daniel  Mowiy 
had  been  elected  by  the  people,  at  the  annual  voting  day, 
in  place  of  Marehant  and  Ellery.  John  Collins  was  the 
only  one  of  the  old  members  now  returned.  Gen.  William 
"West  was  chosen  deputy-governor  in  place  of  Jabez 
Eowen.  Tlie  act  making  paper  bills  legal  tender  for  con- 
tracts prior  to  the  Eevolution  was  repealed,  and  the  new 
financial  scheme  proposed  by  Congress  was  accepted.  To 
meet  this  fresh  burden,  and  the  heavy  war  expenses  of  the 
State,  two  taxes  of  one  hundred  eighty  thousand  poimds 
each  were  levied,  one  for  three  months'  proportion  of  the 
continental  monthly  tax  of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  the 
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other  for  State  purposes.  This  State  had  already  loaned  chap, 
to  the  continent  more  money  than  all  the  States  south  of  __^ 
Pennsylvania  combined,  and  her  delegates  in  Congress  1780. 
foresaw  in  this  fact  what  was  afterwards  experienced,  "  a  ^^ 
great  difficulty  in  liquidatuig  the  loan  office  certificates."  ' 

The  surrender  of  Charleston  was  a  terrible  blow  to  the  13. 
American  cause.  Nearly  twenty-six  hundred  prisoners, 
being  almost  one-fourth  of  the  actual  force  in  the  field, 
and  four  frigates,  among  wliich  was  the  Providence,  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The  whole  southern  coun- 
try was  concjuered. 

It  was  proposed  by  the  council  of  war  to  brealr  up  the     is. 
hospital  at  Providence,  that  tlie  college  might  be  restored 
to  its  legitimate  purpose;    but   Col.   Greene  protested     is. 
against  abandoning  so  essential  an  element  of  military 
efficiency.     Events  were  soon  to  justify  the  colonel's  views. 

A  phenomenon,  known  &s  "  the  dark  day,"  occurred  19. 
at  this  time,  which  occasioned  much  comment  among  the 
intellig'ent,  and  greatly  alarmed  the  ignorant.  For  sever- 
al days  the  air  had  been  filled  with  a  dry  smoliy  vapor, 
so  that  the  sun  could  be  looked  upon  with  the  naked  eye, 
and  the  moon  appeared  as  in  a  total  eclipse.  On  the 
morning  of  the  nineteenth,  this  darkness  increased.  There 
was  a  slight  thunder  shower,  after  which  the  gloom  thick- 
ened at  about  ten  o'clock,  and  continued  for  more  than 
five  hours,  so  that  candles  were  req^uired  at  noonday, 
and  all  business  was  suspended.  Tliere  was  but  little 
wind.  In  the  afternoon  the  sky  resumed  the  appear- 
ance of  a  cloudy  day.  The  darkness  extended  from  the 
western  pai-t  of  Connecticut  as  far  east  as  New  Hamp- 
shire, perhaps  farther,  but  was  not  observed  on  the  Hud- 
son Elver.  The  phenomenon  presented  somewhat  varied 
aspects,  as  to  changes  and  duration,  in  different  localities. 

It  is  not  strange  that  so  remarkable  an  appearance  was 
associated  by  tlie  nninforraed  witli  the  dreaiy  political 

'  Letter  of  General  Ezekiel  Cornell,  member  of  Congress,  to  OoTemor 
Greene,  IBth  June,  1160.     Letters  1780,  No.  47. 
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CHAF  prospects  that  then  shrouded  the  whole  country  in  gloom. 
xsll.  jfeygj.,  except  for  a  few  weeks  preceding  the  battle  of 
1T80.    Trenton,  had  the  hope  of  independence  seemed  so  desper- 

■^^y  ate.  INor  was  the  conquest  of  the  entire  southern  country 
hy  the  enemy  the  worst  feature  of  the  ease.  Sumpter, 
and  Marion,  and  Clark,  with  their  gallant  followei's  still 
lurked  in  the  swamps  of  Carolina,  and  many  hold  and 
hopeful  hearts  beat  with  thera,  waiting  only  for  a  skilful 
general  to  reunite  the  scattered  array  of  southern  wai'. 
The  northern  army  was  dispirited  and  almost  disbanded. 
Meat  they  bad  long  been  deprived  of,  and  but  two  days' 
provisions  of  any  sort  remained  in  camp.  Tlie  currency 
had  eo  depreciated,  that  a  continental  paper  dollar  would 
only  pass  for  twopence,  and  even  at  that  the  troops  were 
five  months  in  arrears  for  pay.  Forage  could  not  he 
obtained  for  the  horses,  or  clothing  for  the  men.  The 
largest  and  wealthiest  States  were  deficient  in  their  tajtes. 
A  complete  paralysis  seemed  to  prevail  among  the  people, 
while  the  triumphant  enemy,  flushed  with  victory  at  the 
South,  were  preparing  to  crush  out  the  last  remnant  of 
resietance  in  the  despairing  and  now  disaffected  army  in 
the  North.  The  troubles  and  anxieties  that  beset  the  com- 
mander-in-ehief  at  this  ci'itieal  period,  no  pen  can  describe. 
He  daily  expected  the  complete  dismemberment  of  the 
army  by  its  own  act,  or  its  utter  destruction  by  the  enemy. 
Two  battalions  of  the  Connecticut  line  actually  mai'ched 

22.  out  from  the  camp,  refusing  longer  to  fight  for  a  country 
BO  regardless  of  the  sufferings  endured  in  its  defence. 
Waslungton  feared  that  the  whole  camp  would  follow  the 
dangerous  example.    A  committee  of  Congress  hastened 

25.  to  Momstown,  and  there  put  forth  a  very  lengthy  circu- 
lar, an  earnest  and  last  appeal  to  the  several  States,  repre- 
senting the  dreadful  condition  of  affairs,  and  the  certainty 
that  all  former  efforts  would  be  lost  by  a  speedy  submis- 
sion to  the  British  arms,  without  still  greater  sacrifices 
were  instantly  made,  Tlie  appeal  was  successful,  the  con- 
fidence of  the  army  was  restored,  and  the  country  appear- 
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ed,   although  slowly,  to  waken  from  its  lethargy.     The  ^^J-^- 
success  of  Tarleton  at  Waxhawes,  completed  for  a  time  ~^~^ 
the  subjugation  of  Carolina,  but  that  State  was  consider-    i^^"^' 
ed  as  already  lost  by  the  fall  of  Charleston.     Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  leaving  Coniwalhs  in  command,  returned  to  l^ew 
York  to  eo-operate  with  Kniphausen  who  was  then  ravag- 
ing ]S"ew  Jersey. 

The  expected  aiTival  of  the  French  fleet  caused  in- 
creased activity  in  Rhode  Island.  Dr.  Craiek  was  sent  25. 
to  Providence  to  provide  hospitals  for  their  use.  The  June, 
public  boats  were  ordered  to  be  repaired,  and  the  credit 
of  the  State  was  loaned  for  the  pui'poee,  as  the  continental  1. 
credit  was  eo  low  that  the  work  could  not  be  done  upon 
that  alone.  Tlie  Congressional  committee  at  Morristown 
followed  up  their  appeal  with  largo  demands  upon  the  3, 
Northern  States  for  supplies  and  for  men.  The  French 
fleet  were  Imown  to  be  close  at  hand,  and  "Washington 
desired  to  strike  a  blow  before  their  arrival,  or  at  least  to 
have  the  army  in  a  fit  condition  to  co-operate  promptly 
with  the  allies.  A  mihtia  force  was  therefore  called  out 
to  serve  for  three  months.  The  quota  of  Ehodo  Island 
was  one  regiment  of  six  hundred  thirty  men,  to  be  ready- 
to  take  the  field  in  six  weeks.  The  supplies  required  to 
he  furnished  by  Ehodo  Island,  were  seventy-one  thousand 
six  hundred  seventy-five  pounds  of  heef,  thirty  hogsheads 
of  rum,  and  twenty-two  hundred  eighty-five  bushels  of 
forage  gi'ain.  These  large  amounts  were  to  be  supplied 
monthly  in  advance,  commencing  with  the  first  of  July. 
Two  hundred  draft  horses  were  also  rec[uired. 

The  Hermione,  after  landing  Lafayette  at  Boston,  pro- 
ceeded on  a  cruise,  and  having  engaged  a  British  frigate 
with  some  advantage,  put  in  to  Newport.  The  labor  of  8. 
raising  the  British  vessels,  simk  in  the  harbor  two  years 
before,  now  commenced.  Congi-ess  settled  a  scale  of  de- 
preciation for  loan  office  certificates  by  which  those  issued 
prior  to  September  1111  were  eq^ual  to  specie,  and  sub- 
sequent emissions  decreased  in  value  in  geometrical  pro- 
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CHAP,  portion  so  rapidly,  that  the  last  issue  of  this  kind  of  paper 
^^^-  made  in  the  past  March  was  at  forty  for  one'  Upon 
1T80.  this  "basis  the  Assemhly  raised  all  fees  and  fines  forty  for 
^°^^  one  upon  the  rates  estahlished  before  the  war.  The  dan- 
gerous system  of  State  bills  of  credit,  which  had  been 
abandoned  for  nearly  four  years,  was  now  revived. 
Twenty  thousand  pounds  in  bills  bearing  interest  at  the 
rate  of  six  per  cent,  were  emitted,  to  he  redeemed  in  specie 
the  following  Januaiy.  To  ensure  their  redemption,  a 
tax  of  five  thousand  pounds  was  voted,  and  provision 
made  for  selling  four  of  the  recently  confiscated  farms, 
containing  about  twenty-eight  hundred  acres,  the  proceeds 
to  be  devoted  to  this  purpose.  These  bills  were  made  a 
legal  tender,  as  silver  or  gold,  hi  all  contracts,  and  the  old 
Tendry  act  was  suspended.  Measures  were  taken  to  enlist 
six  hundred  and  ten  men  to  fill  up  the  two  continental 
battaHons,  and  certain  ofiicers,  recommended  by  Washing- 
ton, were  appointed  in  Col.  Angell's  command."  Hos- 
pitals for  the  French  forces  were  established.  The  bar- 
racks at  Tiverton,  and  a  farm  near  Bi-istol,  were  desig- 
nated for  that  purpose.  An  act  also  passed  confirming  to 
the  French  the  lights  and  privileges  stipulated  in  the 
treaty  of  Paris.  Rhode  Island  was  the  first  State  to  legis- 
late in  favor  of  the  alHes  on  this  important  subject. 
16.  Major-General  Heath  arrived  to  take  command  of  this 

33.  department.  A  small  but  bloody  action  was  fought  at 
Springfield,  New  Jersey,  where,  as  at  Trenton,  it  devolved 
upon  the  Rhode  Island  line  to  defend  the  pass  of  a  narrow 
bridge  against  fearful  odds.  The  coincidence  between 
these  two  affairs  is  striking,  as  to  the  locality  of  the 
battles,  the  critical  condition  of  the  ai'my  and  the  country 
on  each  occasion,  and  that  the  brunt  of  the  fight  in  both 
cases  was  borne  by  the  Rhode  Island  troops,  Kniphausen 
occupied  Elizabethtown  where,  being  reinforced  by  Sir 

'  Letters  IMS-SO,  No.  1S6. 

'  Lieutciianta   John    Hubbard,  Joseph  Wheaton;    Ensigns   John   M. 
Greene,  John  Ecgers,  William  Pratt,  Joseph  Mashury,  Jeremiah  Greenmui, 
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Henry  Clmton,  tlie  whole  amiy,  seven  thousand  strong,  chap. 
advanced  on  Springfield,  then  guarded  by  Gen,  Greene  .„_^ 
with  less  than  a  thousand  men.  Greene  posted  his  troops  1780. 
on  a  liill  hi  rear  of  the  town,  detaching  two  j-'-^''-~  <■'■      ""^^ 


oppose  tlie  enemy  at  different  approaches.  One  of  these 
was  a  portion  of  Col.  Angeli'a  regiment,  only  a  hundred 
and  seventy  men,  sent  to  check  a  division  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred of  the  enemy  at  an  entrance  of  the  village  which  was 
by  a  bridge  across  the  Eahway.  T"or  forty  minutes  this 
gallant  band  sustained  the  whole  shock  of  the  overwhelm- 
ing force  opposed  to  them,  when  they  were  obliged  to 
give  way,  and  tlie  British  entered  and  burnt  the  town. 
The  desperate  defence  of  tlie  bridge,  satisfied  the  enemy 
not  to  advance  farther,  and  Olmton  returned  tlie  same 
night  to  Staten  Island,  The  American  loss  was  seventy- 
two  in  killed  and  wounded,  more  than  one  half  of  whom 
were  in  Col.  Angell's  regiment.  Among  the  womided 
were  Capt.  Stephen  Olney,  and  Ensigns  Kogers,  Greene, 
and  Greenman.  "Washington  highly  complimented  tliia 
regiment  in  general  orders,  and  in  a  letter  to  Gov.  Greene 
he  writes ;  "  The  gallant  behavior  of  Col,  Angell's,  on 
the  33d  instant  at  Springfield,  reflects  the  highest  honor 
upon  the  officers  and  men.  They  disputed  an  important 
pass  with  so  obstinate  a  bravery  that  they  lost  upwards 
of  forty  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  before  they  gave 
up  their  ground  to  a  vast  superiority  of  force."  He  adds 
in  conclusion,  "  The  ready  and  ample  manner  in  which 
yom-  State  has  complied  with  the  requisitions  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  co-operation,  both  as  to  men  and  sxipplies,  en- 
title her  to  the  thanks  of  the  public,  and  affords  the 
highest  satisfaction  to  Tour  Excellency's  most  obedient 
servant  George  Washington." 

Commissary-General  De  Corny,  in  behalf  of  the  French 
government,  applied  for  the  college  to  be  used  as  a  hospi- 
tal by  theu'  troops.  It  had  been  specially  designated  by 
Dr.  Franklin,  and  embodied  in  De  Corny'a  instructions, 
to  obtain  this  building.     As  every  effort  was  to  be  made 
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CHAP,  to  please  the  allies,  tliis  request  was  granted,  and  the  col- 
^^  lege  was  given  np  to  him  the  next  day  by  oi-der  of  the 
1780.    council  of  war.     An  embargo  was  also  laid  upon  all  ves- 
^    sels  in  order  to  facilitate  enlistments  in  the  line,     Tliis 
3.      was  removed  by  the  Assembly  the  following  ■week  from 
merchant  ships,  but  continued  in  force  as  to  privateers. 
Col.  Barton's  corps  of  light  infantry  were  disbanded,  and 
enlisted  into  the  continental  line,     A  decree  of  banish- 
ment was  passed  against  all  Tories,  thirty-six  of  whom 
were  named  in  the  act,  but  deserters  from  the  continental 
regiments  were  pardoned,  with  the  assent  of  "Washington, 
on  condition  of  an  immediate  return  to  duty. 

Tlie  arrival  of  Admiral  De  Temey  with  a  fleet  of  forty- 
four  saU,  and  six  thousand  troops  under  Count  De  Eo- 
chambeau,  was  hailed  with  joy  throughout  the  country. 
11,  The  next  day  the  army  landed  and  were  put  in  possession 
of  the  forts,  and  on  the  following  night  the  town  was  illu- 
minated in  honor  of  the  guests.' 
17.  Gov.  Greene  convened  the  Assembly,  upon  whom  an 

unusual  amount  of  business  now  devolved.  Addresses  of 
welcome  to  the  French  General  and  Admiral  were  pre- 
pared, and  arrangements  made  for  a  public  dinner,  to  be 
given  at  a  future  day  to  all  the  French  officers.  A  burial 
ground  was  assigned  to  them  on  PapooscLuaeli  Point,  A 
court  of  admiralty  was  established  in  the  State.  The 
monthly  supplies  for  the  ai-my  were  appoi-tioned  among 
the  towns,  and  William  Bradford  was  appointed  to  attend 
a  convention  of  New  England  States  at  Boston,  to  adopt 
some  uniform  mode  of  furaishing  such  supplies.  To  meet 
the  balances  due  to  the  continental  troops  for  depreciation 
of  pay,  the  confiscated  lands  and  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 

'  The  French  army  were  led  by  Lieutenitnt'geDerol  le  Conite  de  Boobam- 
beau;  Major-generals  Bacon  de  Vionieanel,  le  Cberalier  de  Chatellux,  and 
Comte  deViomesnel;  Brigadier-generals  Comte  de Clioisy ;  Due  de  LauKun; 
Comte  de  Custine,  and  M.  de  BaTiUe.  The  regiments  were,  the  Bourbon- 
nois,  Royal  Deui  Fonts,  Soiasoiinols,  Saintonge,  and  LauKun's  Legion,  with 
a  battalion  of  artillery,  a  corps  of  sappers  and  miners,  and  of  the  Royal 
Guides.    The  deet  conipnsed  12  shipe  of  war  and  33  transports. 
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wrecks  were  appropriated,  bat  some  of  the  men  declined  CHAP, 
to  receive  tlie  land  in  settlement  of  their  claim.  The  regi-  ^^^, 
ment  of  six  hundred  and  thirty  militia,  to  serve  for  three  1780. 
months,  under  Washington,  in  co-operatiag  with  tlic  ^^ 
French  army,  were  ordered  to  be  raised.  A  new  estimate 
of  taxable  property,  which  had  been  nearly  two  years  in 
preparation,  was  reported,  and  made  the  basis  of  the  most 
severe  taxation  that  had  ever  yet  been  sustaiued  by  a  pa^ 
triotic  but  impoverished  people.  Eirst,  a  tax  of  four  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds  in  continental  money  was  laid, 
payable  in  four  monthly  instalments  from  the  flrst  of  Sep- 
tember ;  second,  a  tax  of  five  thousand  pounds  in  silver, 
or  the  new  State  bills,  to  be  paid  at  the  same  time.  Both 
of  these  wore  for  the  use  of  the  State.  The  tax  of  five 
thousand  pounds  voted  in  June  was  also  apportioned,  to 
be  collected  with  the  other  two  taxes.  Third,  and  to  com- 
plete in  one  desperate  effort  the  burden  imposed  by  the 
act  of  Congress  of  March  eighteenth,  to  sink  the  remain- 
ing portion  of  the  State's  quota  of  old  continental  bills,  a 
tax  of  four  hundred  twenty  thousand  pounds  was  made, 
payable  in  those  bills,  in  six  monthly  instalments  from 
October  first.  To  supply  a  circulating  medimn,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  scheme  of  Congress,  State  bills  of  credit  to 
the  amount  of  tliirty-nino  thousand  pounds,  being  one- 
twentieth  of  the  amount  of  continental  money  already 
sunk,  were  issued,  bearing  five  per  cent,  interest,  to  be  re- 
deemed in  six  years  by  an  annual  tax,  in  specie  or  its 
equivalent,  of  eighty-six  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.^  Of 
this  fund,  according  to  the  scheme  referred  to,  three-fifths 
went  to  the  United  States  to  be  credited  in  account  with 
Ithode  Island,  and  two-fifths  were  reserved  for  the  State. 

Tlie  addresses  to  the  French  commanders  were  pre-     21 
sented  by  a  committee  of  the  Assembly,  and  replied  to 
by   Bochambeau.  in  pleasing  terms.     The  Admiral  de- 

'  The  amount  of  all  these  taxes  Toted  at  this  sesaion,  and  all  but  the  last 
mentioned,  payable  within  eis  months,  reduced  to  a  specie  standard,  ia 
$126,369  50. 
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cnAP.  fen-ed  his  reply  till  a  later  occasion.  On  tlie  same  day  a 
_^  British  fleet  of  sixteen  ships  of  war  appeared  off  Newport. 
1780.    All  was  now  a  scene  of  excitement.     Gen.  Heath  wrote 

28^  to  Gov.  Truinbnll  for  assistance,  and  desired  that  one 
thousand  Connecticut  militia  should  assemhle  at  Green- 
wich. The  council  of  war  called  out  all  the  militia  of  this 
State  under  Gen.  Varaum.  The  Maseachusetts  militia 
came  to  the  rescue,  and  a  determined  spirit  was  eveiy- 
where  manifeated.      But  suddenly  the  hostile  squadron 

so.  left  the  anchorage  at  Block  Island  and  sailed  away.  The 
militia  were  dismissed  to  their  homes  by  the  advice  of 
Eochambeau,  but  only  to  be  called  back  immediately  on 

31.  the  reappearance  of  the  enemy.  Another  week  of  excite- 
ment ensued,  to  end  like  the  first  in  the  withdrawal  of  the 
Aug.  English  and  tlie  dismissal  of  the  troops  so  hastily  gathered 
to  repel  them.  Butfrom  the  secure  position  of  Gardinei''s 
Island,  the  British  fleet  continued  to  watch  the  move- 
ments, and  virtually  to  blockade  the  sliips  and  ai-my  of 
the  French,  Thus  for  tiie  third  time,  twice  at  ITewport 
and  once  at  Savannah,  had  the  co-operation  of  tlie  allies 
proved  inefiicient. 

16.  The  defeat  of  Gates  by  Comwallia  at  the  battle  of 

18,  Camden,  followed  by  the  utter  route  of  Sumpter's  corps 
by  Tarleton,  appeared  to  seal  the  doom  of  the  South.  The 
brave  Baron  de  Kalb  fell  in  this  action,  and  a  large  num- 
ber of  prisoners  were  talien,  but  most  of  these  wei'e  rescued 
by  the  gallantry  of  Col.  Marion,  while  on  their  march  to 
Charleston.  This  misfortune  dimmed  the  lustre  of  Sara- 
toga, where  Gates  had  received  the  honor  really  due  to 
the  desperate  valor  of  Arnold.  A  court  of  inquiry  was 
Oct.  5.  oi-dered  by  Congi-ess  to  examine  the  causes  of  the  disaster 
at  Camden,  and  "Washington,  being  called  upon  to  name 
a  successor  to  Gates,  appointed  Greene,  Major-Gen. 
Greene,  after  more  than  two  years'  service  in  the  arduous 
and  thankless  office  of  quartermaster-general,  had  resigned 
-^"g'  that  place,  upon  a  re-organization  of  the  department,  and 
'     received  from  "Washington  a  testimonial  of  his  ability  and 
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integrity  in  the  discbarge  of  its  multifarious  duties.     Col.  chap. 
Pickering  was  appointed  by  Congress  as  bis  successor.         xxii. 

A  deputation  of  nineteen  Oneida  warriors  visited  New-    1780. 
port,  wbere  tbey  were  entertained  by  the  French  com-    -^^P 
manders  and  Gen,  Heatli,  and  received  many  presents. 
A  gi-and  review  of  the  French  army  was  held,  which  gave     S4. 
great  satisfaction  to  a  vast  concourse  of  spectators,  and 
the  next  day,  being  the  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Lonis     25. 
XYI.,  was  observed  by  the  firing  of  sakites  and  decorat- 
ing the  ships  of  the  fleet. 

Congress  called  for  another  sura  of  three  millions  from     36. 
the  States,  but  Rhode  Island  was  in  no  condition  to  meet 
fiu'ther  demands  at  present.     The  Assembly  convened  at    Sept. 
Ilfewport  for  the  first  time  in  four  years,  and  met  at  tlie      ^^' 
Eedwood  Library.     The  State  House  had  been  used  by 
the  British  as   a  hospital,   and  was   much   dilapidated. 
Every  church  in  the  town,  except  Trinity,  had  been  occu- 
pied for  ban-acks,  and  was  in  a  ruinous  condition.     Rev. 
Gardiner  Thurston  of  the  Second  Baptist  Church,  the 
only  clergyman  who  remained  in  town,  held  public  wor- 
ship in  Tiinity  Church  until  his  own  could  be  repau-ed. 
Tlie  alarm  of  a  British  invasion  had  suspended  in  several 
towns  tlie  collection  of  one  of  the  taxes  ordered  in  July, 
for  which  further  time  was  allowed,  and  no  new  burden 
could  as  yet  be  laid  upon  the  exhaixsted  people. 

A  military  execution  was  a  rare  event  in  tlie  American 
army,  although  several  had  occurred  in  the  British  camp 
during  the  occupation  of  ITewport.  One  now  took  jg^ 
place  in  Col,  Greene's  regiment  quartered  on  the  island ; 
a  soldier  was  shot  for  desertion.  The  saddest  event  in 
this  year  of  misfortunes  now  transpired.  The  tre^on  of 
Hajor-General  Arnold,  which  had  for  some  months  been 
in  progress,  was  discovered  by  the  arrest  of  Major  Andre,  ^^■ 
revealing  the  plot  to  surrender  "West  Point  to  the  enemy. 
Gen.  Greene,  then  in  command  of  the  aiToy  duiing  the 
temporally  absence  of  Wasliington,  communicated  to  the 
troops,  in  general  orders,  the  disheartening  news.     The 


>v  Google 


mSTOEY    OF    THE    STATE   OF   SHODB    ISLAND. 


I  of  the  most  brilliant  officer  in  the  Americaii 

I  service,  presents  a  mournful  contrast  to  the  stem  integrity 

.    and  mcorruptible  patriotism  of  the  three  obscure  militia- 

■    men,'  who  resisted  the  tempting  bribes  offered  them  by 

Andre  for  his   release.     Fortunately  for  America,   the 

type  of  national  character  in  the  revolutionary  straggle  is 

to  be  foimd  in  the  humble  captora  of  Andre,  and  not  in 

the  dashing  general  whose  plana  of  treason  they  defeated. 

Greene  was  president  of  the  court-martial  held  for  the  trial 

of  Andre ;  lafayette  and  Steuben  were  members.     His 

own  confessions  condemned  Mm  as  a  spy ;    and  as  such, 

I,  Washington,  although  with  much  reluctance,  signed  the 

deatli-warrant  that  doomed  him  to  the  gallows. 

Congress  took  early  measui'es  to  arrange  the  army  for 
the  coming  year.  Only  ono  regiment,  to  consist  of  iive  hun- 
dred and  eighty  rank  and  file,  was  required  from  Rhode 
Island.  Massachusetts  proposed  another  convention,  to 
be  held  at  Hartford  in  November,  further  to  consider 
the  subject  of  supplies,  discussed  at  Boston  in  August,  and 
also  the  best  metliods  of  recruiting  the  army.  The  Diilie 
de  Lauzim  came  to  Providence  to  obtain  quartere  for  a 
part  of  his  legion  during  the  winter.  The  council  of  war 
billeted  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  men,  provided 
stables  for  their  horses,  and  magazines  for  their  stores  and 
forage,  and  directed  the  town  authorities  to  furnish  suit^ 
able  rooms  for  the  officers.  A  part  of  the  legion  wintered 
at  Lebanon,  Connecticut.  Detachments  of  French  troops 
were  also  stationed  at  Bristol  and  Warren,  the  head- 
quarters being  at  iN'ewport. 

Tlie  Assembly  voted  to  enlist  two  hundred  and  twenty 
men  to  complete  the  quota  assigned  to  this  State  for  the 
next  campaign,  and  appointed  William  Bradford  to  attend 
the  convention  at  Hartford.  This  convention,  of  which 
Bradford  was  president,  sat  for  two  weeks.  They  advised 
that  the  recruits  be  enlisted  for  the  war,  as  desired  by 

'  John  Paulding,  Dftvid  WilUiims,  and  Isaac  Van  Wart. 
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CojigrcBS,  instead  of  Hmitmgthetenn.ashadliitliertoliecii  CHAP, 
done,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  service.     The  general  ._-^ 
condition  of  the  country  was  considered,  and  a  series  of    i'^^'*- 
ten  resolutions,  embodying  tlieir  views,  was  adopted,  and     22.' 
sent  in  a  circular  to  the  several  States.     Orders  were  sent     27. 
by  Washington  for  Ool,  Greene  to  march  to  West  Point, 
where  the  two  Rhode  Island  regiments  were  to  ho  con- 
solidated.    Eoehamhean  suggested  that  a  guard  should 
be  stationed  at  Point  Judith,  to  prevent  communication 
with  the  enemy.     The  forts  at  Butt's  Hill  and  elsewhere 
on  the  island  were  garrisoned  by  the  French. 

The  Assembly  again  levied  heavy  taxes ;  one  of  six 
thousand  pounds  in  specie,  to  pay  one-fourth  of  the  bal- 
ance of  depreciation  due  to  the  troops,  the  other  three- 
fourths  to  be  paid  in  confiscated  lands ;  one  of  ten  thou- 
sand pounds,  also  in  specie,  for  the  regiment  to  be  raised 
for  the  next  campaign  ;  and  one  of  one  million  pounds,  ia 
old  continental  bdls,  two-fifths  of  which  was  to  go  to  the 
State  treasury,  and  tlie  remainder  to  the  United  States. 
By  the  apportionment  of  the  two  specie  taxes,  it  appears 
that  South  Kingstown  was  now  by  far  the  wealthiest  town 
in  the  State,  paying  double  the  sum  assigned  to  ^Newport, 
and  one-third  more  than  the  proportion  of  Providence.  A 
scale  of  monthly  depreciation  of  continental  money,  from 
January,  1777,  to  the  past  April,  was  adopted,  to  be  a 
guide  in  all  questions  of  contract,  and  the  act  making 
these  bills  a  legal  tender,  which  had  been  suspended  for 
some  time,  was  finally  repealed.  At  this  time  these  old 
bills  stood  at  seventy-two  for  one.  William  Bradford  was 
appointed  the  commissioner  on  the  part  of  Ehode  Island, 
to  act  with  the  other  TTorthem  States  represented  in  the 
late  convention  at  Hartford,  for  contracting  to  supply  the 
French  forces. 
■  The  national  thanisgiving  was  observed  as  usual,  Deo.  7. 
Admiral  de  Temey  died  suddenly  at  ^Newport.  He  was  ig, 
buried  with  great  pomp  in  Trinity  churchyard,  where, 
five  years  later,  a  monument,  with  a  full  inscription  of  his 
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CHAP,  rank  and  services,  was  erected  hj  order  of  the  King  of 

^^^  France.  Tiie  disasters  of  the  year  began  to  be  retrieved 
1780.  towards  its  close,  by  the  success  of  partisan  waifare  at 
SJ'  the  Sonth.  Gen.  8 umpter  defeated  Tarleton's  cavalry  and 
a  body  of  British  infantry  at  Black  I'orks  alter  a  severe 
Dec.  action.  This  was  followed  by  a  second  defeat  of  the 
■'^-  famoKS  English  partisan,  in  an  attempt  to  sni-prise 
Colonels  Clarke  and  Marion  at  Ninety-six.  Tarleton  hav- 
ing received  several  wounds  in  this  engagement,  and  lost 
many  of  his  men,  returned  to  Charleston,  Other  less  im- 
portant affairs  occurred  soon  after  in  the  same  quarter, 
BO  that  hopes  of  recovering  that  section  of  country  began 
to  revive, 

ITSl.  ipj^g  most  fortunate  year  of  the  war  opened  witli  the 
strongest  contrast  between  the  political  and  the  military 
prospects  of  the  country.  As  to  the  former,  affairs  were 
in  favorable  progress.  In  October,  Oonnecticnt  had  re- 
solved to  cede  her  western  territory  to  the  Confederation, 

Jan.  2.  and  Virginia  now  gave  up  her  immense  possessions  in  the 
same  region  to  the  common  union.  Every  thing  promised 
a  speedy  adoption  of  the  articles  of  confederation.  But 
in  the  army  a  dangerous  mutiny  broke  out.  The  Penn- 
sylvania line  claimed  their  dischai'ge,  affirming  that  they 
had  enlisted  "  for  three  years  or  the  war,"  while  the 
officer  claimed  that  the  enlistment  was  "  for  three  years 
and  the  wai\"  The  new  recruits  received  lai'ge  bounties. 
Tliis  dissatisfied  the  older  ones,  besides  which  they  were 
witliout  food  or  clothing,  and  there  was  no  money  with 
which  to  pay  them.  The  whole  line  revolted,  attacked 
then-  officers,  and  marched  out  of  the  camp  towai'ds 
Princeton.  Committees  from  Congress  and  from  the 
Peraisylvania  Assembly,  succeeded  in  calming  the  discon- 
tent, and  two  British  emissaries  -whom  Clinton  had  sent 
10.  to  tamper  with  them,  but  in  vain,  were  given  up  and  hung 
as  spies.  Most  of  the  rerolters  received  their  discharge. 
A  part  of  the  I^ew  Jersey  line  tlien  revolted,  but  vere 
put  down  by  troops  sent  from  "West  Pomt,  and  two  of  the 
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ringleadora  ivere  shot  by  sentence  of  a  court-martial.  CHAP, 
■Washington  rccoinmeaded  tliat  bounties  be  given  to  the  ,5^ 
troops  that  had  been  long  in  seiTice,  and  sent  Gren,  Knox  1781. 
into  New  England  to  represent  the  alai-ming  condition  of  '^'"'* 
the  camp,  and  to  obtain  money  and  supplies.  Arnold, 
with  a  fleet  at  his  command,  was  in  the  Chesapeake, 
ravaging  Yirginia. 

Bat  affairs  were  about  to  take  a  favorable  turn.  The 
active  co-operation  of  Spain  against  England,  had  been 
secured  by  the  "  Eamily  Compact,"  made  in  1T61.  Hol- 
land, whose  neutrality  had  been  violated  by  Great  Britain 
in  the  case  of  some  prizes  carried  there  by  Paul  Jones, 
which  the  Dutch  refused  to  deliver  up  on  demand,  and 
for  which  refusal  the  English  minister  had  threatened 
wai-,  now  declared  war  against  England.  A  battle  was  13. 
fought  at  Cowpene,  where  Gen.  Korgan  defeated  a  su-  17. 
perior  force  under  Tarleton. 

The  Assembly  repealed  the  act,  passed  when  the  Brit- 
ish came  to  Newport,  whereby  the  poor  of  the  island  who 
removed  into  other  towns  were  supported  by  the  State. 
Congress  applied  to  the  States  for  power  to  lay  an  im-  *Jy 
port  dnty  of  five  per  cent,  upon  all  foreign  goods  and 
prizes.  Three  Ei-ench  ships  were  despatched  by  D'Estou- 
ehes,  tlie  successor  of  De  Temey,  to  attack  Arnold's  fleet 
in  the  Chesapeake.  He  escaped  with  most  of  his  vessels 
to  Portsmouth,  but  the  frigate  Eomulusand  some  smaller 
prizes  were  taken,  and  the  expedition  returned  in  safety  27. 
to  Newport.  "Washington  sent  a  force  of  twelve  hundred 
New  England  and  New  Jersey  troops  under  Lafayette,  to 
aid  in  the  expulsion  of  Arnold. 

To  supply  the  plaoe  of  the  Ereneh  army,  which  was 
soon  to  be  witlidrawn,  the  Assembly  called  out  twelve  S6. 
hundred  militia  to  aei-ve  for  one  month  under  Brig, -Gen. 
Nathan  Miller,  Tiiey  also  promoted  certain  officers  of 
the  line,"  and  elected  Jabez  Bowen  chief-justice,  in  place 
of  Shearjaslmb  Bourne,  deceased. 

'  Lieutenants  Z.  Btowu,  D.  S.  Doxter,  to  be  captains  in  Colonel  Grecne'a 
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OHAP.  At  noon  of  the  first  of  March,  the  confederation  of  the 
Z-.^.  thirteen  States  was  completed  in  Congress,  and  celebrated 
1781.  with  bells  and.  cannon  and  every  demonstration  of  joy  by 
g  ■  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia.  "Washington  arrived  at 
Newport  to  arrange  with  Eochambeau  for  an  active  cam- 
paign. His  reception  was  most  brilliant ;  the  whole 
French  aiiny  were  drawn  up  to  salute  him,  in  the  evening 
the  town  was  illnminated,  and  the  next  night  a  splendid 

T.      ball  was  given  Mm  by  the  citizens.     The  Admiral  inune- 

8,  diately  sailed  with  the  entire  fleet,  and  a  portion  of  the 
army,   to   co-operate  with   Lafayette  in   Virginia.    The 

10.     British  squadron  at  Gardiner's  Island  sailed  in  pursuit, 

16.  and  off  the  Chesapeake,  an  engagement  ensued  with  no 
important  advantage  to  either  side.     Arbuthnot  witlidi'ew 

3g_  into  the  bay,  and  D'Eetouches  rettimed  to  Newport  to 
refit.  On  the  depai'tore  of  the  British  fleet,  G^n.  Lincoln 
ordered  all  the  Rhode  Island  militia,  except  three  hundred, 

13.  to  be  dismissed,  which  was  done  by  Gen.  MUIei-.  "Wash- 
ington remained  but  a  few  days  in  Newport,  whence, 

13.  passing  through  Bristol  and  Warren,  he  came  to  Provi- 
dence, where  a  joyful  welcome  greeted  him.     llilitary 

14-     honors,  an  illumination,  a  public  dinner,  and  a  grand  ball, 

with  suitable  addresses,  occupied  the  two  days  of  his  visit. 

Por  several  weeks  Gen.  Greene  and  Eai'l  Comwallie 

had  manceuvred  in  North  Carolina,  advancing  and  retreats 

ing  as  occasion  requked,  until  at  length  the  two  armies 

16.  encountered  in  a  pitched  battle  at  Guilford  Court-House. 
AJthongh  Greene  was  obliged  to  retreat  with  the  loss  of 
his  artillery,  yet  the  advantage  remained  with  liim,  so 
much  had  the  enemy  stLffered.  Comwallis  was  compelled 
to  fall  back  for  supplies,  and  Greene  deteimined  to  carry 
the  war  into  South  Carolina,  where  Lord  Eawdon,  with  a 
small  force,  held  possession. 

19.  The  Assembly  appointed  delegates  to  the  convention 

regiment.  Lieutenant  D.  Jecfluld  to  be  captain  ;  (the  title  was  eaptain-lieii- 
tenant,  but  the  lank  was  that  of  captain.)  Ensigns  J.  M.  Greene,  J.  Mneurj, 
and  H.  Shoarman  to  be  lieutenants  in  Colonel  AngeJI's  recent. 
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of  Eastern  States  to  be  held  at  Providence  in  April,  to  CHAP, 
consult  upon  a  plan  by  wliicli  Oongi'esa  would  be  enabled  ^.^^J, 
to  raise  a  permanent  fund  for  carrying  on  the  war,     Met^   1781. 
calf  Bowler,  and  Nicholas  Brown  were  appointed  to  meet    ^^''■ 
a  commiaaioner  of  the  Treasury  Board,  who  was  coming 
to  adjust  the  account  of  Bhode  Island  with  the  United 
States.     Oongreea  made  a  rec[uisition  upon  the  States  for      2S, 
six  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  paid  in  specie,  or  its  equiva^ 
lent,  in  quarterly  instalments.     These  money  eontribiitiona 
were  independent  of  the  heavy  drafts  for  supplies  of  every 
Idnd  tliat  were  constantly  made,  and  which  were  more 
promptly  met  by  the  smaller  States  than  by  the  lai-ger    April 
ones.     Ool.   Pickering,  tlie  new  quarter-master-general, 
reqaired  the  State  to  furnish  for  its  continental  battalion,      i7_ 
a  hundred  and  sixty  tents,  six  hundi'ed  eighty-three  loiap- 
sacks,  and  the  same  number  of  haversacks  to  complete 
their  equipment.     Although  four  delegates  were  annually 
elected  to  Congress,  the  State,  from  motives  of  economyj 
had  for  some  time  kept  but  one.  Gen.  Vamum,  in  his  seat. 
Gen.  Cornell  being  upon  the  Board  of  War,  was  frequently 
absent  with  the  anny.     The  terms  of  the  confederation 
requii-ed,  that  at  least  two  should  be  present  from  each 
State,  without  whom  its  vote  would  be  lost.     The  Presi- 
dent therefore  wrote  to  Gov.  Greene  to  send  on  another     20. 
delegate  to  complete  the  representation ;  but  tliis  was  de- 
ferred till  tlie  new  election,  now  close  at  hand. 

The  second  battle  of  Camden,  although  not  ao  disaa-     25. 
trous  as  that  lost  by  Gates  eight  months  before,  resulted  in 
the  repulse  of  Greene  by  Lord  Rawdon.     But,  as  at  Guil- 
ford, although  the  enemy  kept  the  field,  the  fraits  of  vic- 
tory remained  with  the  Americans.     Rawdon  was  obliged    May 
to  evacuate  Camden,  and  tlie  capture  of  a  chain  of  posts     ^''■ 
by   Snmpter,   Marion,   and  Lee,   immediately  after,  re- 
covered the  greater  part  of  South  Carolina,  and  enabled 
Greene  to  despatch  Col.  Lee  against  Augusta.     West 
Florida  was  at  the  same  time  recovered  by  the  Spaniards. 
A  Spanish  army  from  New  Orleans,  with  a  squadron  from 
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CHAP.   Havana,  besieged  Penaaeola,  ■wliieli  sniTendered  to  Gov. 

.,_^  _.',  Galvez  of  Louisiana. 

1781.  At  the  general   election,   Deputy-Governor   William 

^  ■  West  was  dropped,  aad  Jabez  Bowen  waa  again  elected 
to  tliat  office,  which  he  retained  for  five  years.  "William 
Eliery  was  restored  to  his  seat  in  Congress  in  place  of 
John  CoUms.  The  other  three  members  of  Congress,  with 
the  remaining  State  officers,  were  unchanged.  The  object 
of  electing  four  delegates  in  Congress,  was,  that  two  might 
be  present  at  all  times,  relieving  each  other  semi-annnally. 
Vamura  and  Howry  were  requested  to  take  their  seats 
for  the  first  six  months,  to  be  succeeded  by  Eliery  and 
Cornell.  A  small  State  cruiser,  to  be  armed  with  three 
guns,  was  ordered  to  be  equipped  for  the  defence  of  the 
coast.  The  annual  fast  day,  by  resolution  of  Congress, 
s.      was  held  at  this  time. 

6.  Admiral  de  BaiTas  aiTived  from  France  to  tahe  com- 

14.  niand  of  the  fleet.  A  sad  event  now  occurred  to  deprive 
the  State  of  some  of  its  gallant  soldiers,  and  the  country 
of  two  of  its  bravest  and  most  distinguished  officers.  The 
American  army  were  stationed  near  Fishhill.  Col. 
Greene's  regiment  were  encamped  at  "  Ehode  Island 
Village,"  part  of  them  occupying  an  advanced  post  some 
ten  miles  distant,  at  Points  Bridge,  on  the  Croton  Eiver, 
where  Col.  Christopher  Greene  and  Major  Ebenezer  Flagg 
were  quartered.  Before  daybreak,  a  body  of  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty  of  the  enemy's  light  horse  forded  the  river 
above,  and  surprised  them  in  the  rear.  Major  Flagg  was 
murdered  in  his  bed.  Col.  Greene,  first  wounded,  was 
taken  into  the  woods  and  cut  to  pieces.  Both  of  these 
officers  had  won  great  distinction,  especially  at  Eed  Bank, 
where  Greene  commanded,  and  tlieir  loss  was  severely 
felt.  About  forty  of  the  Khode  Island  regiment  were 
kUled  or  taken  prisoners  iu  tliis  tragic  affair.  Lieutenant- 
Col.  Jeremiah  Olney  succeeded  to  the  command,  and  re- 
tained it  through  the  war. 
IT.  The  project  of  a  national  bank  was  now  submitted  to 
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3  by  Eobert  Morris,  and  adopted.    To  relieve  tlio  chap. 
French  army  at  Newport,  about  to  niarcli  for  the  seat  of    ^^^■ 
war,  "Washington  req^iiired  that  five  hundred  militia  should    1781. 
take  the  field.     Eochambeau  communicated  this  order  to    ^t^ 
Gov.  Greene.    The  Assembly  at  once  called  tliem  out  to     sa! 
serve  for  one  month  under  Col.  Crary.     Two  taxes  were 
levied,  one  for  twenty  thousand  pounds  in  specie,  to  meet 
current  expenses,  and  one  of  six  thousand  pounds  in  the 
new  continental  ciu-reney  issued  by  the  State,  to  redeem 
one-sixth  part  of  that  emission.     They  also  established  an 
additional  scale  of  depreciation  for  old  eontinental  money, 
from  the  time  the  first  scale  was  adopted.     Within  the 
year  these  bills  had  sunk  from  forty  for  one  to  a  hundred 
and  sixty  for  one. 

The  surrender  of  Augusta  to  Col,  Lee  still  fm'ther  June 
weakened  the  British  hold  at  the  Soutli.  Cornwallis  now  ^■ 
bent  hia  whole  energy  against  Virginia,  whither  reinforce- 
ments from  New  York  were  sent  to  him.  Kochambeau, 
with  the  advanced  guard  of  the  French  army,  left  New-  9- 
port.  A  siege  battery  of  eight  heavy  guns  was  forwarded 
by  this  State,  at  the  request  of  Washington,  to  meet  them 
at  Hartford.  They  were  destined  soon  to  thunder  at 
Yorktown.  The  army  marched  in  four  divisions,  by  way 
of  Providence  and  Hartford,  to  join  the  American  forces 
on  the  Hudson.  A  small  garrison  was  left  at  Newport 
under  Brigadier-General  de  Choisy.  Great  efforts  were 
made  to  keep  up  the  supplies.  Gen.  Heath  was  intrusted 
with  this  duty  by  Washington,  and  earnest  appeals  were 
snccessfully  made  to  the  eastern  States  on  this  euhjeet. 
Ehode  Island  alone  furnished  daily  two  thousand  rations 
of  fresh  beef,  or  sixty  thousand  pounds  a  month,  besides 
rum  and  other  stores.  A  convention  of  delegates  from 
New  England  and  New  York,  which  waa  to  have  met  in 
April,  assembled  at  Providence  to  arrange  this  difficult  26. 
matter,  and  apportioned  the  supply  among  the  States. 
Deputy-Governor  Bowen  appeared  for  this  State.  The 
quota  to  be  furnished  by  Bhode  Island  was  eontiaued  as  J«ly3. 
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,  above.  Rum,  salt,  and  clothing  were  also  to  be  supplied. 
The  Assembly  apportioned  their  supplies  among  the  towns 
on  the  basis  of  the  tax  estimates. 

The  repulse  of  Gen.  Greene  at  Ninety-Six,  was  but  a 
temporary  chech.  Eawdon,  compelled  to  contract  his 
lines,  abandoned  the  post.  In  Virginia,  where  Lafayette 
had  been  reinforced  by  Gen.  Wayne,  Oornwallis  received 
a  check  near  Williamsburg,  and  another  more  severe,  by 
a  body  of  Wayne's  troops,  near  Jamestown.  As  De 
Choisy  was  in  command  at  Newport,  the  services  of  Col. 
Crary  were  dispensed  with,  and  Lieutenant-Col.  Kimball 
was  made  commandant  of  the  militia,  of  whom  but  three 
hundred  and  fifteen  were  on  duty.  He  sent  an  expedition 
to  Block  Island  in  pursuit  of  a  party  of  Tories  recently 
landed  there,  but  the  refugees,  as  they  were  commonly 
termed,  escaped.  Another  militia  regiment,  under  Lient.- 
Co3.  Tillinghast,  was  sent  to  Newport.  By  his  report  it 
numbered  two  hundred  fifty-five  men. 

Eleven  years  had  elapsed  since  any  alteration  had  been 
made  in  the  townships  of  the  State.  A  petition  to  divide 
Scituate,  which  had  been  pending  for  some  months,  was 
granted  by  the  Assembly,  and  the  western  half  of  the 
town  was  set  off  and  incorporated  as  the  town  of  Foster, 
A  corps  of  French  troops  were  sent  to  guard  the  maga- 
zines at  Providence.  The  departure  of  the  French  fleet 
to  join  the  powerful  si^uadron  of  the  Count  de  Graase, 
from  the  West  Indies,  at  the  Chesapesukc,  obliged  the 
Assembly  to  provide  further  for  the  defence  of  the  State. 
The  militia  in  service  were  relieved  by  another  levy,  and 
additional  batteries  were  mounted  at  Easton's  and  Bren- 
ton's  Points.  The  redoubts  at  Pawtuxet,  at  Kettle,  and 
at  Field's  Points,  were  also  strengtlicned.  The  officers  of 
the  Rhode  Island  battaHon  of  the  line  wei'e  confirmed  in 
their  new  rani;.' 

'  Lieu  ten  ant-eolonel  Jeremiah  Olney  was  made  lieutenant-colonel  com- 
mandant ;  Captain  Coggealiall  Olncj,  Ist  major  ;  John  S.  Dexter,  2d  major ; 
Lieutenants  Daniel  S.  Dexter,  and  Dulee  Jerauld,  captains ;  Enaigns  J. 
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The  State  had  a  narrrow  escape  from  invasion  at  this  CHAP, 
time.     Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  accurately  informed  of  the   -^^^^^ 
plans  and  movements  of  the  French,  and  of  the  condition    1781, 
of  the  forta  and  forces  at  Rhode  Island.     He  formed  a 
plan  to  attact  Providence,  to  seize  the  French  stores  and 
magazines  there  deposited,  and  to   capture  the  French 
fleet  at  Newport,  in  conjunction  with  Admiral  Graves. 
The  expedition  was  airanged  for  the  sixteenth,  bnt  was  ac- 
cidentally delayed  till  the  twenty-eighth,  when,  as  it  was 
on  the  point  of  leaving  New  York,  news  reached  Charles- 
ton that  De  Barras  had  sailed  from  Newport,  and  thus 
"  was  lost  an  opportunity  of  making  the  most  important 
attempt  that  had  offered  the  whole  wai-,"  ' 

The  expedition  of  Arnold  against  his  native  State,  ^?P*- 
caused  great  alarm  in  New  England.  After  Comwallis 
entei-ed  Virginia,  Arnold  returned  to  New  York,  and  was 
sent  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  with  a  fleet  and  seventeen  hun- 
dred ti'oops  to  ravage  the  coast  of  Connecticut.  Landing 
his  forces  in  two  divisions  at  the  mouth  of  the  Thames, 
with  one  he  pillaged  and  burnt  New  London,  while  the 
otlier  attacked  Fort  Griswold,  which,  after  a  gallant  de- 
fence by  Col.  Ledyard,  was  caiTied  hy  assault,  and  the 
whole  gan-ison  put  to  the  sword.  A  strong  force  of 
militia  from  the  neighboring  country  coming  to  the  rescue, 
the  enemy  hastily  withdrew.  Gov.  Trumbull  called  on  1. 
the  militia  of  Ehode  Island  to  march  to  tlie  aid  of  Con- 

Greenman,  and  William  Pratt,  lieutenants ;  and  Renben  Jobnsoa,  enaiga. 
Upon  the  eonsolidatioa  of  the  two  battalions,  Colonel  Aiigell,  Licutenant- 
coloael  Ward,  Major  Thajer,  Captains  Tew  and  Lewis,  Surgeons  P.  Turner 
and  J.  Patrisb  had  retired  from  the  service.  The  captains  who  remained 
were,  Allen,  Brown,  Cole,  Dexter,  Holdan,  Humphrey,  Hughes,  C.  Olney, 
and  S.  Olney.  A  complete  muater-roU  of  thia  regiment  is  printed  in  "  Spirit 
of  76,"  p.  211-23. 

John  Walsh  and  Eobect  Hunter  were  afterwards  made  en^gns  ia  Febru- 
ary, nsa,  and  Ensign  John  Rogers  was  made  a  lieutenant,  vice  Oliver 
Jenckes,  deceased. 

"  NarratiTe  of  Lieutenant-genepal  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  K.  B.,  relative  to 
h!s  conduct  duriDg  part  of  his  command  of  the  King's  troops  in  North  Amer- 
ica; 8to,  London,  1783. 
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Chap,  neeticut,  but  the  retreat  of  the  invaders  rendered  it  un- 

SXII,    neeessarjr.     At  the  same  time  Gen.  Greene  surprised  and 

1731.    defeated  a  body  of  the  enemy  at  Eutaw  Springs  after  a. 

^|P*'    sharp  action.     The  combined  French  fleet  under  De  Bar- 

ras  and  Count  de  Grasse,  engaged  a  powerful  English 

squadron  under  Admiral  Graves  off  the  Chesapealie.     The 

British  suffered  most,  but  neither  party  desired  to  come 

to  close  action.     The  French  succeeded  in  landing  their 

troops,  and  the  British,  foiled  in  their  attempt  to  succor 

Cornwallis,  returned  to  Hew  Tork.     In  consequence  of 

the  alarm  occasioned  by  the  attack  on  New  London,  the 

militia  and  independent  companies  throughout  this  State 

SO.     were  called  to  arms,  and  a  grand  review  was  held.    The 

21.     United  Train  of  Artillery  appeared  the  next  day  with  the 

four  brass  field-pieces  lately  granted  them  by  the  General 

Assembly.' 

"Washington,  having  mancenvred  some  time  near  !New 
Tork  to  deceive  Clinton  with  the  idea  of  an  attack  on  that 
city,  had  suddenly  marched  with  the  allied  army  to  the 
head  of  Elk  Kiver,  where  a  fleet  of  transports  was  pre- 
pared to  carry  them  to  the  scene  of  action.  The  Rhode 
Island  regiment  formed  a  part  of  this  force.  The  French 
army,  reinforced  by  three  thousand  men  from  the  fleet  of 
Count  de  Grasse,  numbered  seven  thousand  men,  the 
continental  troops  flfty-flve  himdred,  besides  thirty-five 
hundred.  Virginia  militia,  making  sixteen  thousand  men 
assembled  for  the  siege  of  Yorktown.  Cornwallis,  with 
about  half  that  number,  was  strongly  intrenched  within 
the  town,  which  was  fortified  by  redoubts  thrown  up 
30  before  it.  At  the  close  of  the  month,  the  allies  com- 
menced their  approaches,  and  at  the  end  of  a  week,  hav- 
Oct.  ing  completed  their  firat  parallel,  opened  a  fire  upon  the 
^'      enemy.     The  British  were  very  active  in  repairing  their 

'  Two  of  these  guns  irore  aftenvards  taken  biick  by  the  United  States. 
The  remaining  tivo  contmuei  in  the  custody  of  the  Providence  Artillery, 
until  about  eighteen  years  ago,  when  they  were  loaned  by  tiie  State  to  the 
Warren  Arljllery  Company,  where  they  now  remain. 
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worts  aa  fast  as  they  were  damaged  "by  the  eeaselesa  etorm  CHAP, 
of  shell  and  eliot  which  for  the  next  nine  days  was  hurled  ^^ 
upon  them,  night  and  day,   with  scarcely   an  intermia-    1781, 
sion.      Their  own  lines  were  defended  by  one  hundred     *^'''' 
pieces  of  cannon,  which  disniounted  many  of  the  guns  of 
the  besiegers,  and  rendered  an  assault  essential,  in  order 
to  silence  two  of  their  most  effective  batteries.     These 
were  two  very  strong  redoubts,  in  advance  of  their  princi- 
pal line,  from  which  tlie  British  fire  was  most  galling,  and 
which  it  was  important  for  the  allies  to  include  within 
their   second  parallel,  now  nearly  ready.     Orders  were 
given  by  "Washington,  to  storm  these  ptffiitions.    That  on     14 
the  right  was  assigned  to  the  Americans  imder  Lafayette 
and  Col.  Hamilton,  the  other  to  the  French  under  the 
Baron  Viomesnil.    Soon  after  daylight,  Washington  made     1"- 
a  short  address  to  the  troops  detailed  for  this  perilous  sei-- 
vice.     Both  bodies  then  advanced  to  the  assault.     Tlie 
American  forlorn  hope  was  led  by  the  Fi'ench  colonel 
Gimatt.     A  detachment  of  the  Rhode  Island  regiment, 
under  Capt.  Stephen  Olney,  headed  the  stoi-ming  column. 
They  marched  in  perfect  silence  and  with  unloaded  guns, 
detennined  to  carry  the  worlis  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 
The  distance  was  but  about  four  hundred  yards.     When 
halfway  there,  the  column  halted  to  make  the  final  dispo- 
sition for  attack.     One  man  from  each  Company  was  de- 
tailed for  the  forloi-n  hope.     Six  or  eight  pioneers  now  led 
the  way,  as  many  of  the  forlorn  hope  came  next,  then 
Col.  Gimatt,  i^'ith  half  a  dozen  volunteers,  preceded  the 
column,  which  was  led  by  Capt.  Olney. 

The  dreadful  silence  was  broken  by  a  heavy  discharge 
of  the  enemy's  musketry  as  the  assailants  reached  the 
abatis.  One  wild  huzza  burst  from  their  lines,  as,  sword 
in  hand,  the  leaders  broke  through  the  first  obstructions, 
and  the  column,  with  fixed  bayonets,  'entered  at  the 
breach.  "While  the  pioneers  were  attempting  to  cut  away 
the  abatis,  some  of  the  eager  assailants  climbing  through 
itj  entered  the  ditch.     Among  these  was  Olney,  who,  as 
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',  soon  as  a  few  of  his  men  collected,  forced  hia  way  between 
;,  the  palisades,  and  leaping  on  to  tlie  parapet,  called  out  in 
,  a  voice  that  rose  above  the  din  of  battle,  "  Captain  Olney's 
company — form  here !  "  A  gun-shot  wound  in  the  arm, 
a  bayonet  thnist  in  the  thigh,  and  another  in  the  abdomen, 
from  which  the  caul  protruded,  so  that  he  was  obliged  to 
press  in  the  intestines  with  one  hand,  while  he  parried 
the  bayonets  with  the  other,  answered  this  first  defiant 
shout  that  proclaimed  the  fall  of  Torktown.  Olney  was 
borne  from  the  field,  but  not  mitil  the  regiment  had 
mostly  entered  the  redoubt,  and  he  had  directed  them  to 
"  form  in  order."  '  In  ten  minutes  alter  the  first  fire  of 
the  enemy,  the  fort  was  taken.  The  French  column 
met  with  greater  resistance,  but  in  half  an  hour  botli  of 
these  strong  positions  had  surrendered.  The  besiegers  at 
once  included  the  captured  redoubts  in  their  second 
parallel,  which  was  completed  the  next  day,  bringing  the 
opposing  battei'jes  within  musket  range  of  each  other. 
The  walls  of  Yorktown  crumbled  before  the  terrible  fire  of 
the  besiegers.  The  artillery,  under  command  of  Gen. 
Knox,  was  served  with  such  precision  as  to  excite  the  ad- 
miration of  the  French  engineers,  and  the  astonishment, 
as  they  afterward  declared,  of  the  English  themselves. 
The  British  fire  slackened,  their  ammtmition  was  nearly 
exhausted,  and  their  artillery  broken  and  dismounted.  A 
sally  was  made  during  the  night,  and  some  of  the  cannon 
in  ihe  second  parallel  were  spiked.  It  was  a  fierce  but 
fruitless  efibrt  of  despairing  valor.  Oomwallis  tlien 
attempted  to  pass  the  river  to  the  opposite  poet  of  Gloces- 
ter.  A  party  of  the  army  had  already  crossed,  when  a 
sudden  tempest  drove  the  boats  down  the  stream.  A  hill 
in  the  storm  enabled  the  scattered  forces  to  regain  the 

'  Biography  of  Kevolalionarj  Heroes,  by  Mrs.  Williams,  32mo,  B13  pp., 
ProTidenee,  1839.  Life  of  Captain  Steplien  Olney,  p.  273.  In  thia  work 
Mrs.  Wiliiama  baE  performed  a  patriotic  Berviee,  ia  reacaing  from  oblivion 
many  anecdotes  and  advcntarea  in  tho  lives  of  ibese  "departed  cliampiona 
of  American  independence,"  General  William  Barton,  and  Captain  Olney. 
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bank,  and  those  who  had  reached  Gloeester  were  brought  CHAP, 
back.     At  daybreak  a  tremendous  fire  was  opened  along   ^''^^' 
the  whole  line  upon  tlie  now  ruined  town.     ^Further  reeiBt-    1T81. 
aaice  being  hopeless,  Comwallis  proposed  to  capitulate,     ^' 
and  asked  twenty-four  hours  in  which  to  arrange  tlie  terms. 
Washington  granted  but  two.     The  articles  were  signed 
the  same  day,  and  on  the  next  tlie  allied  ai-mies  entered     18. 
Torktown.     On  the  following  morning,  Lord  Comwallis, 
with  the  whole  British  army,  marched  out  of  the  town, 
and  formally  surrendered.     The  loss  of  the  allies  in  the 
siege,  was  stated  at  four  hundred  and  fifty  ;  tliat  of  the 
enemy,  at   one   hundred  more.      Two   British   fi-igates, 
seyei'al  smaller  ships  of  war,  and  many  transports,  with 
fifteen  hundred  seamen  included  in  the  surrender,  were 
given  up  to  the  French.     Tlie  whole  number  of  prisoners, 
exclusive  of  seamen,  was  seven  thousand  two  hmidred 
forty  seven. 

This  decisive  victory  was  a  virtual  tennination  of  the 
war.  The  gallantly  of  Olney  was  lauded  by  Lafayette  in 
general  orders,  and  more  handsomely  recognized  in  a  pri- 
vate correspondence ;  but  History  has  hitherto  failed  to 
record  the  fact  that  the  fii'st  sword  that  flashed  in  triumph 
abovo  the  eaptiu'cd  lieiglits  of  Torktown,  was  a  Rhode 
Island  sword. 
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CHAPTER    XXII  I. 

1781—1786. 

FROM  THE  SUBKENDER  OF  CORNWALL^,  OCTOBER  Iflin,  ItSl, 
TO  THE  KISE  OF  THE  PAPER  MONEY  PARTY  IN  RHODE  ISL- 
AND, MAY  1786. 

CHAP.         TiiE  news  of  the  surrender  of  Comwallis  was  every- 

.^. ,-.'  whero  received  with  the  wildest  demonstrations  of  joy. 

1781.    The  firing  of  cannon,  the  display  of  French  and  American 

"      flags  with  the  British  heneath  them,  tlie  ringing  of  bells, 

and  eveiy  poasihle  token  of  extravagant  delight,  hailed 

25,  the  ■welcome  news  when  it  reached  Providence.     The  next 

26.  night  a  splendid  ball  was  given  hy  a  gentleman  of  Vir- 
ginia to  the  citizens  of  Providence,  and  a  grand  display 

29.  of  fireworks  took  place.  The  General  Assembly  altered 
the  name  of  King's  Comity,  in  order  "  to  obliterate,  as  far 
as  may  be,  every  ti-ace  and  idea  of  that  government  which 
threatened  our  deatniction,"  and  decreed  "  that  in  per- 
petual and  grateful  remembrance  of  the  eminent  and  most 
distinguished  services,  and  heroic  actions  of  the  illustri- 
ous commander-in-chief  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  the  said  county  shall  forever  Hereafter  be 
known  and  called  by  the  name  and  stile  of  Washington." 
As  it  was  deemed  beet  that  a  small  force  should  still  be 
kept  ready  for  defence,  a  company  of  one  hundred  men, 
under  Capt.  Heniy  Dayton,  was  raised  to  serve  till  the 
first  of  April.     Col.  Eobert  Elliott,  late  of  the  artillery 
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regiment  in  the  State  brigade,  and  who,  since  iiis  retire-  OHap. 
ment  had  been  Intendant  of  Trade  for  Newport,  died  dur-  J^^ 
ing  tlic  session,  and  WiHiam  Taggart  was  appointed  In-  1781. 
tendant.  '^^'■ 

Tlie  new  town  of  Foster  having  failed  to  organize  in    Hov. 
season  to  be  represented  in  the  legislature,  the  first  town 
meeting  for  that  purpose  was  now  held  by  their  order.      19. 
Col.  Turner's  regiment  of  Massachusetts  militia  was  dis-      34, 
mieeed  from  service  in  this  State  by  order  of  the  council 
of  war,  as  all  danger  of  invasion  had  passed.     Congress 
had  called  upon  the  States  for  eight  millions  of  dollars 
for  the  coming  year,  of  which  the  Rhode  Island  quota 
was  two  hundi-ed  and  sixteen  thousand   dollars.      The 
State  was  exhausted  and  could  not  meet  the  demand  in 
silver.     The  Assembly  therefore  instructed  the  delegates     Deo. 
to  confer  with  Kobert  Morris  about  receiving  such  army 
supplies  as  this  State  produced,  in  payment  of  a  portion  of 
that  amount,  and  that  the  remainder  might  be  expended 
within  the  State  to  preserve  a  enculating  medium.     The 
damage  done  by  the  enemy  during  the  war  was  ordered  to 
be  estimated  by  the  justices  of  the  several  towns,  and  a 
return  to  be  made  to  the  Assembly. 

Soon  after  the  battle  of  Yorttown,  a  portion  of  the 
army  was  sent  into  Carolina,  to  reinforce  Greene,  and  the 
remainder  were  returned  in  the  ti'ansports  to  the  head  of 
the  Chesapeake.  Among  the  latter  was  the  Ehode  Island 
regiment,  now  thinned  by  the  casualties  of  war,  and  the 
diseases  of  the  camp.  A  tedious  passage  of  twenty-one 
days  brought  them  to  the  Elk  Eiver,  whence  by  easy 
marches  they  reached  Philadelphia,  The  amall-pox  had  13. 
broken  out  on  the  passage,  and  a  virulent  fever,  unknown 
and  uncontrollable  in  its  character,  added  to  the  liori'ora 
of  the  journey.  Oapt.  Allen  reported  fifteen  deaths  from 
these  disoi-ders  on  the  route  to  Philadelphia,  and  made  a 
list  of  one  hundred  and  six  men,  among  whom  was  Lieut. 
Oliver  Jenckes,  who  died  in  battle  or  by  disease  from  the 
commencement  of  the  siege  to  the  middle  of  the  ensuing 
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CHAP,  Harei.'    During  the  year  more  than  one-third  of  this 

^  ._^;  gallant  eoi-pa  had  fallen  in  the  service.'     TherctmTi  of  tlie 

1781.    shattered  regiment  to  their  homes  the  following  spring, 

^'''    after  this  glorious  but  deadly  campaign,  was  not  unlike 

that  which  wo  have  recorded  on  a  previous  page,  when 

the  remnant  of  Col.  HargU's  hroken  band  returned  from 

the  fatal  siege  of  Havana.     A  day  of  thanksgiving  and 

13.     prayer  was  observed  throughout  the  country  by  order  of 

Congress,   in  grateful  commemoration  of  the  crowning 

victory  of  the  wai-. 

The  national  bant,  which  had  met  with  the  approval 

81.     of  Congress  in  May,  was  incorporated  by  the  name  of  the 

1783.    Bank  of  North  America,  to  continue  for  ten  years.     It 

Jan.  7.  went  into  operation  the  following  week  with  a  capital  of 

four  hundred  thonsand  dollars,  afterwards  increased  to 

two  millions.     This  monument  of  the  genius  of  Robert 

Morris  became  the  model  upon  which  the  great  hanking 

interest  of  America  is  based — a  fact  of  peculiar  interest  to 

this  State,  where  banking  has  since  been  so  successfully 

conducted,  and  especially  to  the  city  of  Providence,  now 

the  fourth  city  in  the  Union  in  the  amount  of  its  capital 

thus  employed,  and   the   second  in   tlie  number  of  its 

banks.'    The  appeal  of  the  delegates  from  Ehode  Island 

!*•     was  answered  by  Morris  in  a  letter,  setting  forth  eonclu- 

eive  reasons  why  the  proportion  of  the  continental  tax 

assigned  to  this  State  could  not  be  reduced,  and  why  no 

part  of  it  should  be  received  in  produce.    The  army  must 

'  Captain  'William  Allen  to  Theodore  Foster,  Philadelpbia,  December  16, 
1781.    Foster  Correap.,  vol.  i.     Same  to  Eume  March  18,  l';82.    Foster  Pa- 

'  Deputy  Gov.  Jabez  Bowen  lo  Got.  Trumbull,  February  13,  1182. 
Trumbull  Papers,  vol.  svi.  No.  SB. 

^  The  Bankers' Magazine  forFebruary,  1859,  gireaaliBt  of  all  the  places 
la  the  CDuntrj  having  more  than  one  million  of  dollars  in  bank  capital. 
New  York  has  50  banks,  Providence  38,  Boston  36,  The  capital  of  tbe 
New  York  banks  ia  866,800,000;  of  Boston,  $31,960,000;  of  New  Orleans, 
with  IS  banks,  $16,561,000 ;  and  of  Providence,  814,544,000;  next  come 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  Obarieston,  with  18,  15,  and  9  banks  respee- 
tivelj,  and  a  little  short  of  $11,000,000  capital  each. 
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be  kept  up,  and  the  quota  of  troops  from  tMs  State  was  chap, 
fixed  hj  WasKington  at  six  hundred  eighty-one,  to  be  in  ^__._^ 
the  field  by  the  first  of  March.  The  deficiency  to  bo  1^83. 
made  up  in  order  to  complete  this  number,  was  two  hun-  ""■ 
dred  fifty-nine,  eo  great  had  been  the  loss  sustauied  by  the 
regiment  at  the  close  of  the  campaign  which  they  had  en- 
tered upon  with  full  ranks. 

The  Assembly  passed  an  act,  punishing  with  death  38. 
any  one  who  shonld  counterfeit  the  bills  of  the  Bank  of 
North  America,  the  first  paper  money  in  the  country  that 
was  made  redeemable  in  specie  on  presentation.  A  census 
of  the  State  was  ordered  to  be  made,'  and  a  new  estimate 
of  taxable  property  was  reported,  which  amounted  to 
nearly  three  millions  of  pounds,  lawful  money.  A  tax  of 
eighteen  thousand  pounds  in  silver  was  laid,  two-thirds 
of  it  for  the  State,  and  the  remainder,  with  an  equal 
amount  in  addition  to  be  paid  in  produce,  for  the  United 
States,  But  as  Morris  declined  receiving  any  portion  of 
the  tax  in  this  form,  at  the  next  session  a  farther  tax  of  Feb. 
six  thousand  pounds  in  silvei',  was  levied  for  the  general  ^^■ 
government.  The  number  of  troops  required  to  complete 
the  regiment  was  apportioned  among  the  towns,  to  be 
enlisted  for  nine  montlis ;  besides  which  a  company  of 
fifty-five  men  was  raised  to  serve  on  the  island  for  the 
same  period,  under  Lientenant  James  Miller. 

But  measures  were  in  progress  in  England,  which  ITarch 
rendered  these  preparations  useless.     A  resolution  passed 
the  Commons,  declaring  all  who  should  advise  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war  in  America,  to  be  enemies  to  the  King 
and  country.     Lord  North  retired  from  the  ministry,  and     30. 
was   succeeded  by  the  Duke  of  Grafton  aa  Privy  Seal.      27. 
The  Marquis  of  Eoekingham,  who  seventeen  years  before 
had  superseded  Grenville,  and  become  the  leader  of  a 
short-lived,  liberal  cabinet,   became    firat    lord   of   the 
Treasury.     A  bill  was  at  onco  introduced,  to  enable  tlie     ^^* 

'  The  population  of  the  Stale  was  a^ccrtaiaed  bj  this  ceosua  to  be 
51,869  ;  Newport  Bad  5,S31 ;  aud  Providence,  4,S10. 
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CHAP.  King  "  to  conclude  a  peace  and  tniee  with  the  revolted 

^^  colonies  in  North  America."  Sii  Guy  Carleton  being 
1782.    sent  over  to  bring  the  truce,  and  to  succeed  Sir  Heniy 

May  8.  Clinton  aa  commander-in-chief,  arrived  at  New  York  in 
Hay.  But  the  proposals  contained  nothing  in  regard  to 
independence,  and  sought  to  estabhsh  peace  without  the 
concurrence  of  France ;  two  defects,  either  of  which  would 
have  been  fatal  to  the  purpose  sought.  Congi'ess  de- 
31.  elined  to  consider  the  proposition,  and  required  that  the 
negotiation  should  be  conducted  at  Paris, 

April  The  brilliant  victory  of  Admiral  Eodney  over  Ooimt 

^^*     de  Grasse  in  the  "West  Indies,  almost  annihilated  the 

French  maritime  power  in  the  American  seas,  and  had  it 

occurred  at  an  earlier  period,  must  have  prolonged  tho 

war.    The  British  force  eamprised  thirty-seven  ships-of- 

the-line,  and  ten  frigates ;  that  of  the  French,  thirty-three 

ships.    The  battle  lasted  nearly  twelve  hoiu-s,  and  resulted 

in  the  loss  or  capture  of  one-third  of  the  !Fi'ench  squadron. 

Holland  having  formed  an  alliance  with  France,  now  ac- 

19.     knowledged  the  independence  of  the  United  States,  and 

received  John   Adams    as    minister.     The   aimual  fast, 

which  during  the  war  had  been  appointed  by  Congress 

25,     every  spring,  was  again  observed. 

Maj  1.  At  ilie  spring  election,  John  Collins,  Ezehiel  Coniell, 
Jonathan  Arnold,  and  David  Ilowell  were  chosen  dele- 
gates to  Congress — all  new  members  except  Gen.  Cornell. 
Howell  was  sent  on  to  take  the  place  of  Ellery,  as  the  col- 
leagne  of  Cornell.  The  Assembly  ordered  new  quarters  to 
he  found  for  the  French  hospital,  that  the  college  might 
be  repaired  and  restored  to  the  corporation,  and  the  grounds 
cleared  of  the  temporary  buildings  ei'ected  by  the  French. 
Discontent  prevailed  in  tlie  army.  Some  of  the  officers 
seeing  no  prospect  of  obtaining  their  pay  from  a  bank- 
rupt treasury,  attnbuted  the  evil  to  a  defect  in  the  form 
of  government,  and  sought  to  substitute  a  monarchy  for  a 
republic.  With  this  object,  overtures  were  made  to 
■Washington  to  assume  the  sceptre  of  America.    The  in- 
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dignant  reliiike  with  -wliicli  the  great  patriot  crushed  the  CHAP. 
plot,  bistoiy  has  recorded.     The  British  still  held  Savan-  ^^^ 
nah.     A  strong  detachment  of  theu'  force  having  marched    1782. 
out  of  the  city,  was  defeated  ty  Gen.  Wayne  in  a  night     ^^ 
attack,  at  a  point  ahout  four  miles  from  town  on  the 
Ogeecliie  Road,  and  driven  in  with  gi-eat  loss.     This  was 
the  last  important  action  of  the  war,  although  skirmishes 
with  the  Indians  afterwai'ds  occurred,  and  in  Carolina  a 
partisan  warfare  was  still  sustained. 

Another  tax  of  twelve  thousand  ponnde,  in  silver,  for    ''^™^ 
continental  use,  was  levied  by  the  Assembly. 

The  evacuation  of  Savannah,  which  was  immediately  Ji^ 
occupied  by  Gen.  "Wayne,  left  bnt  two  important  posts. 
New  Tork  and  Charleston,  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
A  discussion  was  at  this  time  going  on  in  Congress,  which 
plainly  foretold  the  position  that  Ehode  Island  was  to 
occupy  in  the  important  political  movements  soon  to  take 
place.  The  necessity  of  granting  to  Oongr^s  the  power 
to  levy  an  import  duty  of  five  per  cent.,  was  strongly 
urged  by  Morris.  Nearly  all  the  States  bad  consented. 
Georgia  had  not  yet  given  a  reply,  bnt  this  delay  was 
attributed  to  her  having  so  recently  emerged  from  the 
war.  Ehode  Island  steadily  refused  to  assent  to  the 
measure,  for  reasons  given  by  Howell  to  a  committee  ap- 
pointed by  Congi-ess  to  ascertain  why  these  two  States 
had  not  conenrred  with  the  other  eleven.  An  account  of 
this  interview  with  the  committee  was  transmitted  by  him  80. 
to  Gov.  Greene.  It  was  contended  that  the  exposed  con- 
dition of  Rhode  Island  required  all  the  resources  of  her 
trade  for  purposes  of  defence,  and  that  this  was  guaranteed 
by  the  ai'ticles  of  confederation ;  that  this  duty  bore 
unequally  upon  Eliode  Island  as  a  maritime  State,  which 
required  her  trade  to  protect  her  from  the  inland  duties 
that  her  neighbors  might  legally  impose ;  that  it  in- 
fringed upon  the  sovereignty  of  the  State,  which  could 
better  collect  its  own  revenues  than  could  be  done  by  an 
external  power ;  that  Congi'ess  wei'e  not  accountable  for 
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CHAP,  the  moneys  thus  to  be  piaced  in  their  hands;  that  it  would 
^^.^  create  an  army  of  office-holders,  whose  influence  would 
1783.  tend  to  corrupt  the  pnbHe  morals ;  and  last,  hut  not  least, 
that  Congress  had  as  yet  come  to  no  decision  in  regard  to 
the  public  lands,  of  which  Ehode  Island  claimed  her  pro- 
portionate share  as  having  been  won  by  the  common 
blood  and  treasure  of  all  the  States.  She  would  never 
yield  the  right  to  levy  duties  within  hei'  borders,  until  the 
equal  right  of  the  thirteen  States  to  the  public  domain 
was  established  by  Congress.  Howell  suggested  that 
each  State  eliould  have  the  appointment  of  collectors  in  its 
own  territory,  and  be  credited  with  the  amount  of  revenue 
collected  therein,  this  sum  to  be  deducted  from  tho  State's 
proportion  of  continental  taxes.  This  was  the  beginning  of 
a  contest,  in  which  Howell  was  to  be  persecuted  by  his 
peers  for  the  perverseness  of  Ehode  Island  in  maintaining 
the  ground  thus  taken.  Here  were  laid  down  distinctly 
and  broadly  the  doctrines  of  free  trade  as  a  measure  of 
protection,  of  State  sovereignty,  and  of  the  eqnal  right 
j4^^_  of  all  the  States  in  the  national  domain.  Morris  requeat- 
3-  ed  a  copy  of  these  objections,  to  which  he  prepared  a 
reply,  but  avoided  any  reference  to  the  last,  which  was 
destined  to  be  the  most  diffictdt  one  to  surmount.  The 
assenting  States  had  granted  the  power  with  many  re- 
strictions, and  encouraged  by  the  firmness  of  Ehode  Island 
on  tills  question,  some  of  them  began  to  re-consider  the 
stibjeet.  Maryland  was  inclined  to  withdraw  her  assent. 
That  of  Massaehuaette  having  been  given  by  act  of  the 
19.  legislature,  was  negatived  by  Got.  Hancock,  as  being  ad- 
verse to  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

Tory  privateers  continued  to  infest  the  coast,  and  two 
S.  vessels  were  cut  out  of  the  harbor  of  Newport  at  night 
19.  by  one  of  these  marauders.  The  Assembly  endeavored 
to  enlist  two  hundred  recruits  for  the  army,  and  forty  for 
service  at  Newport,  and  also  postponed  the  time  for  col- 
lecting the  last  tax.  Enlistments  and  taxation  both  pro- 
ceeded slowly,  for  the  former  were  unnecessary,  and  the 


>v  Google 


COMMISSION    OF    PEACE. — ACCOUNTS    TO    BE    SETTLED.  485 

latter  too  frequent  for  a  State  that  had  so  long  been  chap. 
drained  of  men  and  money.  The  pay  of  delegates  in  Con-  .^^ 
gress  was  fixed  at  fonr  dollars  a  day  while  on  diity.  1783. 

The  affairs  of  the  college  were  now  revived.  Four  ^^  ■ 
students  who  had  pursued  their  studies  to  the  end  were 
graduated  in  course,  and  three  others,  who  were  in  the 
junior  class  when  the  institution  was  broken  up,  also  re- 
ceived their  degi'ees.  The  building  was  repaired,  and 
again  occupied  for  its  legitimate  purpose. 

Gov.  Cooke,  who  was  in  office  at  the  commencement 
of  the  revolution,  died  at  this  time,  just  too  soon  to  wit-  l*- 
nes8  the  triumph  of  the  great  cause  to  which  he  had  de- 
voted the  last  years  of  his  life.  The  royal  commission  to 
Eiehard  Oswald  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the 
United  States,  was  signed  at  'Westminster,  and  certified 
copies  of  the  .instrument  were  given  at  Paris  by  Oswald,  SI. 
to  be  sent  to  aU  the  States. 

Gen.  Coraell  was  appointed  inspector  of  contracts  for  Oct. 
the  army,  an  offi<;e  which  obliged  him  to  be  absent  from 
his  seat  in  Congress,  and  Dr.  Arnold  was  sent  on  to  sup- 
ply his  place.  This  change  was  very  agreeable  to 
Howell,  with  whose  views  on  the  question  of  impost  Ar- 
nold entirely  agreed,  while  Cornell  inclined  to  those  of 
the  majority.  The  delegation  had  therefore  been  divided 
on  the  most  important  subject  before  the  country,  but  now 
became  united.  Their  appeals  to  the  State  to  resist  the 
impost  act  imtil  the  question  of  the  public  lands  should 
be  decided,  were  frequent  and  earaest,  and  as  the  event 
proved,  successful.  The  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the 
several  States  with  the  general  government,  had  received 
the  attention  of  Congress  in  February.  Under  the  act 
then  passed,  Edward  Ohinn,  of  New  York,  was  now  ap-  31. 
pointed  commissioner  to  settle  with  Ehode  Island.  In  no 
instance  was  a  citizen  of  any  State  made  commissioner 
for  the  State  to  which  he  belonged,  and  all  were  instruct- 
ed to  an'ange  the  accounts  in  as  liberal  a  manner  as  pos- 
sible for  the  States. 
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Tlie  French  army  teiiig  on  their  march  to  the  east- 
^  ward,  Eocbambeau  applied  to  the  governor  to  furnish 
,  quarters  in  Providence  for  their  officers.  The  Assembly 
requested  the  town  council  to  provide  them,  and  sent  a 
committee  to  meet  the  French  in  Coventry,  to  inform 
them  of  the  arrangcmcntB.  The  next  week  Eochambeau 
reached  Providence,  followed  two  days  later  by  the  army. 
At  an  adjourned  session,  the  General  Assembly  ordered 
an  address  to  be  prepared,  expressing  to  the  Count  De 
Rochambeau  their  sense  of  the  services  rendered  by  liim- 
seJf  and  the  army  to  the  cause  of  America.  This  was 
presented  by  a  committee,  and  appropriately  answered 
by  the  French  general  the  next  day.  Both  addresses 
were  entered  upon  the  State  records.  The  Treasurer  was 
ordered  to  give  his  notes  for  the  balance  due  to  the  Rhode 
Island  continental  regiment  upon  their  depreciation  ac- 
count, the  notes  to  carry  compound  interest  at  six  per 
cent.,  payable  in  four  years.  An  act  was  also  passed  to 
consolidate  the  paper  money  of  the  State.  Tlie  outstand- 
ing bills  of  credit  were  to  be  cai-ried  to  the  treasurer,  who 
was  to  calculate  their  value  by  the  scale  of  depreciation 
formerly  adopted,  and  issue  his  notes  at  six  per  cent.,  for 
the  value  so  ascertained. 

The  annual  thanksgiving  was  held  by  recommendation 
of  Congress.  Provisional  articles  of  peace  were  a 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  to  be  e 
bodied  in  a  treaty  when  peace  should  be  made  between 
France  and  England.  The  main  body  of  the  French  army, 
after  encamping  for  a  month  in  North  Providence, 
marched  to  Boston  early  in  December,  whence  they  em- 
barked in  the  spring  for  France.  The  second  division 
only,  remained  in  their  quarters  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Pawtucket  turnpike,  just  north  of  the  city  line.  The 
evacuation  of  Charleston  by  the  enemy,  left  South  Caroli- 
na free  to  organize  a  settled  government.  Only  one  im- 
portant post  now  remained  to  the  British  troops. 

Congress,  determined   to  press  the  impost  act    to   a 
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conclusion,  called  upon  tlie  States  of  Khode  Island  and  chap. 
Georgia  for  an  immediate  decision.  Tlie  lower  House  of  ^^^ 
Assembly,  fifty-three  deputies  present,  voted  unanimously  1782. 
to  rej  ect  it,  and  wrote  to  the  President  of  Oongrees,  giving  g°^' 
some  of  their  reasons  for  this  conrse  ;  that  the  operation 
of  the  act  would  be  unequal ;  that  it  conflicted  with  State 
sovereignty ;  and  that  it  made  Congress  independent  of 
the  States.  Mr.  Collins  went  on  to  relieve  Howell,  whoso 
term  of  service  was  nearly  expired,  and  carried  the 
Speaker's  letter.  Before  the  answer  was  received.  Con- 
gress appointed  a  committee  of  three  to  go  to  Ehode  Island  Deo-  6. 
and  represent  the  real  nature  and  objects  of  the  bill.  An 
attempt  was  at  the  same  time  made  to  injure  Howell  with 
his  constituents,  on  account  of  the  publication  of  extracts 
from  his  letters  in  the  Boston  papers,  containing  foreign 
news,  which,  although  it  was  publicly  known  in  Philadel- 
phia, Congress  wished,  if  possible,  to  suppress,  and  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  ascertain  the  author  of  these  let- 
ters. The  object  of  this  movement  was  apparent  from 
the  previous  one  made  tlie  same  day.  It  was  a  plot  to 
break  down  Howell,  who  was  considered  as  the  chief 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  adoption  of  the  impost  act. 
Upon  the  reception  of  the  letter  announcing  its  rejection,  12. 
Howell  moved  a  repeal  of  the  act  appointing  a  deputation 
to  visit  Ehode  Island,  but  was  defeated.  On  the  same 
day  the  committee  of  inquiry  reported  tliat  the  newspaper 
articles  misrepresented  the  contents  of  the  foreign  letters 
to  which  they  referred,  and  instructed  the  secretary  of 
foreign  affairs  to  wiite  to  the  governor  of  Ehode  Island, 
and  ascertain  who  was  the  author  of  these  articles.  Mr. 
Howell  having  avowed  himself  to  be  the  author  of  the 
letters  from  which  extracts  had  appeared  in  the  papers, 
Congress  discharged  the  secretary  from  that  duty  in  a  18. 
resolution  reflecting  upon  Howell.  An  exciting  debate 
then  ensued.  IloweU  entered  a  declaration  and  protest- 
against  the  attempt  of  Congress  to  infringe  upon  the 
liberty  of  its  members,  and  the  rights  of  the  States,    Many 
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CHAP,  motions  were  made  on  each  side.     Howell  was  voted 

2^^  down  upon  every  point,  and  a  copy  of  the  foreign  letters, 

1782.    which  related  chiefly  to    loans   contracted  in  Europe, 

^°'    together  with  the  proceedings  of  Congress  during  this 

30,     debate,  were  ordered  to  he  sent  to  the  governor  of  Khode 

Island.     Through  this  trying  ordeal,  Howell  was  warmly 

sustained  by  his  colleague,  Dr.  Arnold,  and  the  attempt 

to  injure  him  at  home  proved  as  futile  as  did  tho  purpose 

for  which  tlie  plot  was  laid.     Howell  was  returned  by  his 

constituents,  and  the  State  stood  fii-m  in  resistance  to  the 

jg^'    impost.     Mr.  Howell,  after  having  been  detained  for  some 

6.      weeks  in  defending  himself,  left  for  home.  .  Arnold  and 

Collins  remained.'    Tiie  acts  of  Oongi'ess  relating  to  the 

affair,  duly  certified,  were  soon  afterward  forwarded  to 

1^-     the  governor. 

Preliminaries  of  peace  between  France,  Spain,  and 
20.     Great  Britain  were  signed  at  Yersailles.     It  was  well  for 
America,  as  for  the  world,  tliat  this  protracted  straggle 
was  about  to  close,  for  to  raise  money,  even  for  the  cause 
of  independence,  seemed  almost  impossible.     So  exhausted 
had  every  portion  of  the  country  become,  that  of  the  eight 
millions  of  dollars  required  for  the  expenses  of  the  past 
^^'     year,  an  account  made  up  at  this  time  shows  tliat  lees 
than  half  a  million  had  been  collected.     Tour  of  the  States 
had  paid  nothing,  and  the  remaming  nine  had  done  but 
little."     Privateering  continued  to  be  pursued  on  both 
sides.     A  "  reiugee  "  armed  boat  from  Kew  York  came 
*.  g  ■    into  Karraganset  Pay  with  a  crew  of  eight  men,  who  en- 
camped on  Hope  Island  for  several  days,  and  on  tlieir 

'  The  letters  of  Dr.  Arnold  and  Mr.  Howell,  with  a  copy  of  the  journals 
of  Congi'CES  during  this  debate,  giving  all  the  details  of  tliis  singular  affair, 
are  preserved  in  letlfirfi  1782-3,  Noa,  22,  23,  8S,  44,  45. 

'  Delanare,  North  and  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  bad  paid  nothing.  Of 
the  $216,600  required  from  this  State,  only  $37,786  had  been  paid,  and  tho 
ctber  States  were  still  more  deficient,  and  but  $422,162  had  been  paid  by 
all  The  payment  made  by  this  State  was  over  one-fifth  part  more  of  its 
quota  than  was  paid  by  any  other  Stale  on  the  req^uieition  for  1782.  Prov. 
Gajtette,  SO  August,  178S. 
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departure  captured  a  packet  eloop  from  Newport  bound  to  CHAP. 
Providonee.  They  were  chaeed  by  a  sloop  from  Newport,  ^^ 
the  prize  was  retaken,  and  the  boat's  crew  were  all  made  1783. 
prisoners. 

An  alarming  combination  waa  formed  in  the  southern 
towns  of  Maesaehusetta  to  resist  the  collection  of  taxes. 
AiTned  hands  entered  Ithode  Island,  and  rescued  several 
persons  who  had  been  arrested  for  obstructing  the  collec- 
tors. The  infection  spread  until  twelve  or  fourteen 
towns,  chiefly  in  Massachusetts,  met  in  convention  with 
tlie  avowed  purpose  of  paying  no  more  taxes,  and  of  over-  Jan, 
throwing  the  government.  A  meeting  was  held  in  Kil- 
lingly  to  disseminate  similar  views  in  Connecticut. 
Deputy-Governor  Bowen  wrote  to  Gov.  Trumbull  to  ad-  31. 
vise  him  of  this  movement,  and  also  to  Gov.  Hancock, 
recommending  some  joint  action  of  the  three  States  to  put 
a  stop  to  the  dangerous  conspiracy.'  In  Gloucester  the 
rioters  had  proceeded  to  great  lengths,  not  only  seizing 
cattle  which  had  been  disdained  for  taxes,  but  rescuing 
prisoners  while  on  trial  for  that  offence.  Deputy-Gov- 
ernor Bowen  acted  with  energy  in  this  crisis,  and  caused  Feb. 
the  arrest  of  the  ringleadei-s.  The  Assembly  took  vigor- 
ous measures  to  crash  the  insurrection,  and  ordered  the 
Attorney-General,  assisted  by  Gen.  Vamum,  to  prosecute 
them  to  the  extent  of  the  law.  They  also  infonned  the 
governors  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  of  the  affair, 
that  miited  measures  might  be  taken  to  suppress  it. 
Thirteen  of  the  rioters  acknowledged  their  crime,  and 
petitioned  for  pardon,  but  only  two  of  them  were  received 
as  State's  evidence. 

The  attempt  in  Congress  to  injure  Howell  at  home, 
for  his  firm  opposition  to  the  impost  act,  drew  from  the 
Assembly  a  letter,  vindicating  the  course  of  their  repre- 
sentative, and  a  series  of  resolutions,  approving  his  con- 
duct and  that  of  Dr.  Arnold  in  the  whole  affair ;  that  the 

^  Dep.  Got.  Jabei  Eowen  to  Gov.  Trumbull,  Providence,  31  Jan.,  1T83, 
TrumbuU  Papers,  VoL  xviii.,  No.  18. 
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CHAP,  declaration  and  protest  of  the  eighteenth  of  December  were 
Yx^  "  -^ig-^^y  approved  ;  "  that  the  extracts  of  letters  sent  by 
1783.  Congress,  confirmed  the  representations  of  Howell  in  the 
^^^-  printed  articles  which  had  been  made  the  ostensible  cause 
of  the  proceedings  against  him ;  that  the  opposition  to 
the  impost  act  was  "  a  meritorious  service  rendered  to  this 
State,  and  to  the  cause  of  freedom  in  general ;  "  and  that 
the  governor  enclose  a  copy  of  the  resolntions  in  his 
answer  to  the  letter  from  the  President  of  Congress.  In- 
stmetions  were  also  given  to  the  delegates  to  oppose  the 
recent  action  of  Congress  against  Yermont,  and  to  advo- 
cate the  independence  of  that  State.  Arrangements  were 
made  by  which  the  creditors  of  tlie  confiscated  estates  of 
absentees  should  be  paid.  A  tariff  act  "for  raising  a 
revenue  for  the  support  of  the  government "  of  the  State 
was  passed.  It  levied  specific  duties  upon  aU  imported 
articles,  and  provided  for  entering  goods  in  bond  for  ex- 
portation. It  placed  a  duty  upon  all  domestic  liquors, 
caiTJages,  dogs,  and  billiard  tables,  and  established  "  col- 
lectors of  excise  "  to  enforce  the  act  in  each  county.  Silas 
Talbot  was  appointed  collector  for  Providence.  The  ap- 
pointment of  Edward  Chinn  to  settle  the  accounts  of  this 
State  with  the  United  States  wm  approved,  and  Ebenczer 
Thompson  was  made  commissioner  on  the  part  of  Ehode 
Island,  to  prepare  the  accounts  and  to  assist  Cliinn.  A 
proposal  to  divide  the  town  of  South  Kington  was  made 
and  submitted  to  the  inhabitants  for  their  consideration. 

But  the  most  important  act  of  this  session,  not  in  a 
practical  point  of  view,  but  for  the  interest  it  has  excited 
as  a  matter  of  history,  was  that  short  statute  extending  to 
Koman  Catholic  citizens  the  same  rights  with  Protistants, 
and  repealing,  in  effect,  tlie  disabUng  clause,  "  [Roman 
Catholics  excepted],"  which  had  crept  in,  no  one  knows 
how  or  when,  in  the  act  which  defined  the  requisites  for 
citizenship.'     The  "  Act  declaring  the  rights  and  privileges 

^  This  statute  reads  as  follows : 
and  privileges  of  the  Protestant  ci( 
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of  his  Kajesty's  euljjeeta  ■witMn  this  eoiony,"  conchides  CHAF- 
with  the  words, "  and  that  all  men  [professing  Christianity]   ^^'n- 
and  of  competent  estates,  and  of  civil  conversation,  vrho    1783. 
acknowledge  and   are  ohedient  to  the  civil  magietrato,      g}"' 
though  of  different  judgment  in  rehgious  affairs,  [Roman 
CathoUcs  excepted,]  shall  he  admitted  freemen,  and  shall 
have  liberty  to  choose  and  he  chosen  officers  in  the  colony, 
hoth  mihtary  and  civil."     In  some  of  the  printed  digests, 
the  word  "  only  "  is  inserted  after  "  Catliolics,"  and  the 
parenthetical  marks  aroimd  the  words  "  professing  Chris- 
tianity "  are  omitted.     Such  is  the  ease  with  the  earliest 
printed  copy  of  the  laws,"  while  others  are  printed  as 
above.    Three  questions  arise  respecting  the  phrases  thus 
pai-enthesized.      When   and  how   they  came  upon  the 
statnte  book,  and  what  was  their  effect  ?    The  two  former 
of  these  questions  may  be  discussed  together. 

That  a  law  excluding  Eoman  Catholics  as  such,  would 
be  a  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  charter,  if  not  of  its  letter 
also,  all  who  read  that  instnmient  will  admit.  That  such 
a  law  could  not  have  been  passed  at  the  time  alleged  in 
the  repealing  act  is  obvious,  not  only  from  this  fact,  hut 
from  the  position  of  English  politics  at  the  time,  Charles 
II.,  himself  apparently  a  Komanist  from  choice,  was  seek- 
ing to  obtain  that  toleration  for  his  own  church  which, 
by  the  Declaration  of  Breda,  he  had  promised  to  all. 
The  feeble  colony  depending  solely  upon  his  protection 
against  their  more  powerful  neighbors,  could  not,  in  their 
very  first  legislation  under  the  charter,  have  adopted  a 
measure  so  certain  to  offend  the  King.  Yet  the  repealing 
act  refers  the  law  to  that  date.     This  diiReulty,  however, 

by  an  net  made  and  paESed  the  first  day  of  March,  A.  n.,  I66S,  be,  and  the 
same  are  becebj  fully  extended  to  Koraan  Catholic  citizens ;  and  that  they 
being  of  competent  estates,  End  of  citil  conTersation,  and  aoknowled^cg 
and  paying  obedience  to  the  eivil  magis6rales,  shall  be  admitted  freemen, 
and  shall  have  liberty  to  choose  and  be  chosen  ciyil  or  military  officers  within 
this  State,  any  esception  in  the  said  act  to  the  contrary,  notwithstanding. ' 
State  Records,  Feb.,  1783,  p.  412. 

'  Digests  were  printed  ia  IT19,  1130,  1T44,  1752,  and  1767. 
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CHAP,  is  easily  explained.    In  the  several  digests  all  the  statutes 
xxni.  relating  to  any  one  subject  were  collected  into  one,  which 
1783.    bore  the  date  of  the  earliest  law  upon  that  subject,  and  as 
^^°'    an  act  declaring  the  rights  of  the  people,  was  necessarily 
1663,    passed  by  the  first  legislature  under  the  royal  charter,  all 
later  acts  and  alterations  on  that  subject  were  classed  as 
one  law  under  that  date. 
1680.        The  report  of  Gov.  Sandford  eeventeen  years  later, 
shows  that  in  his  time  there  were  no  Eoman  CathoHcs  in 
the  colony,  and  that  if  there  had  been  they  would  have 
enjoyed  the  same  protection  in  their  religious  rights  as 
1684    any  otlier  people,'  and  four  years  later  a  siinilar  guaranty 
was  expressly  given  by  the  Assembly  to  certain  Jewish 
petitioners.'     "We  must  look  later  than  1684  for  the  inser- 
tion of  these  clauses.     They  exist  in  a  manuscript  copy 
of  the  laws  made  in  1705.    Between  these  two  dates, 
therefore,  we  may  expect  to  find  tliat  the  interpolations 
occurred,  and  that  they  grew  out  of  the  exigencies  of  Eng- 
lish politics  we  consider  certain,     Tlie  same  cause  that 
rendered  their   existence  impossible  under  the  Stuarts, 
rendered  it  equally  impossible  that  some  such  restrictions 
should  not  exist  upon  the  accession  of  "Willjara  of  Orange, 
After  the  battle  of  Boyne  had  crushed  the  hopes  of  the 
Jacobite  leaders,  treachery  assumed  the  place  of  manly 
opposition  in  the  councils  of  the  Papal  party.     Early  in 
1696,  a  plot  to  assassinate  WilHani  III.  was  discovered. 
1696.    Sti'ingent  measm-ea   were  immediately  adopted  against 
the  Eoman  CathoHcs.     Associations  of  loyalty,  as  they 
were  tei-med,  were  formed  throughout  England,  in  which 
the  subscribers  swore  to  support  the  King  and  to  defend 
his  person  with  their  lives.     A  form  "  proper  to  be  en- 
tei'ed  into  "  for  this  purpose  was  sent  to  America,  and 
these  associations  were  organized  in  all  the  colonies  except 
Rhode  Island.     No  traces  of  any  action  of  the  hind  by 
individuals  can  be  found  in  tins  State,     All  the  otlier 

'  See  Chap,  xi.,  App.  F.  Vol  1,  p.  490,  '  Vol.  1,  p.  473-9. 
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colonics  had  laws  against  Eomauism,  infidelity,  and  every  chap. 
Boi-t  of  heterodox  opinion.     Ehode  Island  had  none,  nor  ^^"^■ 
did  the  colony  ever  pass  any  snch  by  any  formal  vote.    1T83. 
Fonr  years  later  the  Earl  of  Bellemont,  after  many  efforts,    1700. 
procured  a  manuscript  copy  of  the  laws  of  Ehode  Island 
and  sent  it  to  England.     Unfortunately,  the  only  manu- 
script copy  now  in  tlie  British  state  paper  office,  is  muti- 
lated.    Two  pages,  being  the  first  leaf,  are  missing.     This 
is  probably  the  Bellemont  copy,  and  if  so,  we  think  the 
missing  leaf,  if  ever  recovered,  will  be  found  to  contain 
the  phrases  parenthesized  as  above,  and  which  were  insert- 
ed at  that  time  by  the  collecting  committee  to  meet  the 
exigency  which  we  have  mentioned. 

In  the  instructions  given  by  Qneen  Anne  to  Gov.  ^™2. 
Dndley,  in  1703,  occur  these  words :  "  Tou  are  to  permit 
a  liberty  of  conscience  to  all  persons,  (except  Papists,)  so 
they  be  contented  with  a  quiet  and  peaceful  enjoyment  of 
the  same,  not  giving  offence  or  scandal  to  the  govern- 
ment." Dudley  was  eommissioned  as  governor  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  commander  of  the  forces  in  Ehode  Island 
and  Kings  Province.  Ilere  are  positive  orders  from  the 
crown  to  the  governor,  who  was  rested  with  extensive 
powers  in  Rhode  Island,  although  that  power  was  never 
recognized  in  this  colony,  that  he  should  refuse  tolera- 
tion to  Papists.  Tlie  letter  and  spirit  of  this  command 
cannot  be  mistaken.  The  causes  that  produced  it  we 
have  stated.  The  same  causes  compelled  the  revising 
committee  to  insert  in  the  Body  of  Laws  the  parenthetical 
clauses  so  advei-se  to  the  letter  of  the  charter  and  the 
spirit  of  the  colony,  in  order  that  their  privileges,  then 
threatened  by  the  powerful  influence  of  Bellemont,  might 
not  be  taken  from  them.  Eor  these  reasons  we  should 
assign  the  year  1699  as  the  date  of  the  interpolations,  and 
the  measures  pursued  by  the  English  government  in  con- 
sequence  of  Jacobite  excesses  as  the  cause. 

"What  was  the  effect  of  these  clauses?    Nothing.    Not 
only  was  the  Koman  Catholic  clause  repealed  as  soon  as 
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CHAP,  the  exclueion  that  it  worked  could  have  a  practical  effect 
,^,^  upon  any  coiisideratle  number  of  persona  of  that  faith, 
1783.    but  long  anterior  to  the  Eevohition,  both  Eoman  Catho- 
lics and  Jews  were  not  only  allowed  in  Khode  Island,  as 
they  were  nowhere  else  in  New  England,  the  c[uiet  enjoy- 
ment of  theu'  religious  faith  and  forms  of  worship,  but 
were  on  several  occasions,  upon  petition  to  the  Assembly, 
naturalized  as  citizens  of  the  colony.     These  were  mostly 
Eoman  Catholics,  among  whom  we  have  noticed  Stephen 
Decatur,  a  Genoese,  the  father  of  the  celebrated  commo- 
dore, after  seven  years  service  as  an  officer  of  a  privateer 
1768.    out  of  I^ewport,  was  naturalized  in   1753,      For  many 
years  prior  to  that  time  there  was  scarcely  a  session  of  the 
Assembly  when  one  or  more  cases  of  the  kind  did  not  oc- 
cur in  which  tlie  names  and  nationalities  of  the  pai-ties 
show  them  to  be  either  Eoman  Catholics  or  Jews.     Soon 
1755.    after  the  great  earthquake  at  Lisbon,  a  large  number  of 
persons  of  the  Hebrew  faith  established   themselves  at 
Newport,  and  introduced  many  branches  of  industiy  to 
which  tliat  place  owed  much  of  its  commercial  prosperity. 
Some  of  these  were  naturalized   and   others  were  not. 
1761.   Lucena,  tiie  Portuguese,  was  natiu'alized  in  1761  by  the 
1763,   Assembly,  and  the  next  year  the  petitions  of  Aaron  Lopez 
and  Isaac  Elizar  for  the  same  favor  were  rejected  by  the 
Superior  Court  upon  gi-ounds  that  were  not  only  a  viola- 
tion of  tlio  spirit  of  the  charter,  but  a  direct  disregard  of 
an  act  of  Parhament.' 

'  The  records  of  the  court  read  as  follows :  "  The  petition  of  Messrs. 
Aaron  Lopez  and  Isaac  Elizar,  persons  professing  the  Jewish  religion, 
praying  that  tbej  may  be  naturalized  on  an  act  of  Parliament,  made  In  the 
13th  year  of  his  late  M^esty's  relga,  George  II.,  having  been  duly  consid- 
ered, and  also  the  act  of  Parliament  therein  referred  to ;  ihia  Court  are 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  said  act  of  Parliament  was  wisely  designed 
for  Increasing  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  piantationa,  but  this  eol- 
ony,  beinE  already  eo  full  of  people  that  many  of  His  M^esty's  good  subjects, 
bom  within  the  same  have  removed  and  settled  ia  Nova  Scolia  and  other 
places,  cannot  come  within  the  intention  of  said  act,  Further,  by  the  charter 
granted  to  this  colony,  its  appears  that  the  free  and  qaiet  ei|joyroent  of  the 
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It  will  be  observed  that  the  petitioners  ask  to  be  chap. 
naturalized  under  am  act  of  Parliament.  The  com-t  con-  ^^^ 
Btrued  the  act  to  suit  their  purpose,  going  behind  the  1V83. 
record  to  pronounce  upon  the  probable  or  possible  inten- 
tion of  the  act,  which  was  an  assumption  of  exti-a-jndicial 
power,  and  then  rejected  the  petition  as  if  it  had  asked 
for  freeinanship,  which  it  did  not.  The  admission  of  free- 
men of  the  towns  was  an  act  of  the  councils,  and  freemen 
of  the  colony  were  admitted  by  the  Assembly  to  whom 
the  application  for  that  purpose  should  properly  have 
been  made  by  these  petitioners  if  freemansbip  was  what 
they  sought,  ^"aturalization  was  granted  properly  by 
the  com'ts,  but  usually  by  the  Assembly,  who  exercised 
judicial  pi'erogatives  in  this  matter  as  in  many  others. 
The  decision  in  the  ease  of  Lopez  appears  to  be  uTegulai- 
in  every  respect.  It  subverts  an  act  of  Pax'ljament,  vio- 
lates the  spirit  of  the  charter,  enunciates  principles  never 
acted  upon  in  the  colony,  andfinally  dismisses  the  ease  on 
a  false  issue.  We  know  of  but  one  cause  that  can  explain 
all  this,  in  a  single  word — ^party  spirit.  The  strife  be- 
tween Ward,  then  chief-justice,  and  Hopkins,  then  gov- 
ernor, was  at  its  height,  resulting  in  the  defeat  of  Hopkins 
at  the  ensuing  election.  Some  of  the  details  of  that  eon- 
test,  herein  recorded,  exhibit  as  gross  violations  of  right 
and  of  usage  as  does  this  decision,  but  none  so  utterly  ab- 
surd. 

Ilere  we  may  remark  that  the  charter  of  Ehodo  Island 
guaranteed,  and  the  action  of  the  colony  uniformly  secured, 
to  all  people  perfect  religious  freedom.  It  did  not  confer 
civil  privileges,  as  a  part  of  that  right,  upon  any  one,  and 

Chrietian  religion  and  a  desire  of  prapagating  the  same  itere  the  principal 
views  iiith  nhicli  tliia  colonj  msb  settled,  and  by  a  law  made  and  passed  in 
tbe  year  1668,  no  person  who  does  not  profess  the  Chrisdan  religion  cac  be 
admitted  free  of  this  colony.  This  court,  therefore,  unanimDusl^  dismiss 
this  petition  as  wholly  inconBistent  with  the  firat  principles  upon  which  the 
colony  waa  founded  and  a  law  of  the  siime  cow  in  force."  Supeiioc  Court, 
March  Term,  1763. 
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CHAP.  sTicli  only  ■were  entitled  to  these  ■whom  the  freemen  saw 
J^^  fit  to  admit.  The  colony  -was  a  close  corporation- and  has 
1783.  ever  remained  so.  At  the  adoption  of  the  constitution, 
the  proportion  of  freemen  to  the  inhabitants  of  tlio  State 
was  as  one  to  eleven.  At  the  very  time  that  the  Superior 
Court  rejected  the  petition  of  these  Jews,  a  synagogu«! 
the  only  one  in  all  Amenca,  had  been  commenced,  and 
was  dedicated  the  following  year.  The  Hchrcw  faith  was 
here  protected  to  the  fullest  extent,  when  everywhere  else 
it  was  denounced.  The  right  to  be  admitted  a  freeman, 
or  even  to  be  naturalized,  was  purely  a  civil  one  deperra- 
ing  upon  the  view  that  the  town  councils,  tlie  General 
Assembly,  or  the  courts,  might  take  of  the  merits  of  each 
individual  ease.  The  right  to  reject  was  absohite,  the 
reasons  assigned  for  the  rejection  in  the  decree  above 
given  were  false,  violating  both  the  policy  and  the  prac- 
tice of  the  colony,  as  well  as  the  spirit  of  the  charter,  and 
the  acts  of  Pai-liatnent, 

It  is  worthy  of  notice,  too,  that  in  this  Eoman  Catholic 
enabling  act,  the  other  parenthetical  phrase  [professing 
Christianity]  is  not  included,  so  that  to  this  day,  or  at  least 
down  to  the  adoption  of  the  State  constitution  in  1843,  if 
these  words  were  ever  considered  as  law,  no  one,  not  a 
Christian,  could  ever  have  been  admitted  a  freeman,  nor, 
under  the  construction  of  the  court  in  the  case  of  Lopez, 
even  have  been  naturalized.  That  it  never  was  in  realily 
a  law,  or  presumed  to  have  any  binding  force  at  all,  is 
evident  from  the  repeated  cases  of  Jewish  naturalization 
by  the  Assembly,  as  well  as  from  the  fact  that  no  repealing 
statute,  as  in  the  case  of  Roman  Catholics,  was  ever 
passed.  That  both  of  these  clauses  were  interpolated  by 
the  revising  committee  for  the  same  purpose  and  at  the 
same  time,  appears  to  us  to  be  certain.  That  they  were 
passed  upon  by  the  Assembly  in  the  several  revisions 
that  were  made  in  the  eighteenth  century,  when  the  di- 
gests were  received  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  is  probably 
true.     In  that  sense  they  may  be  considered  as  having 
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been  enacted  "by  the  Assembly.     But  that  they  never  had  chap. 
the  force  of  statutes,  that  the  moat  miportant  one  was  re-  f^^ 
pealed  by  a  specific  act  as  soon  as  it  came,  by  reason  of    1T83. 
French  Catholic  settlers  in  the  State,  to  have  a  practical 
bearing,  and  that  the  other  was  never  viewed  as  of  any 
importance  whatever,  not  even  being  worthy  of  repeal, 
we  think  that  any  one  who  carefully  stndies  both  the 
spirit  and  the  letter  of  Khode  Island  history  will  be  con- 
vinced. 

Great  discontent  prevailed  in  the  army  with  respect    ^eb. 
to  tlie  half  pay  for  life  which  had  been  promised,  and 
which  it  was  proposed  to  commute  to  full  pay  for  five 
years.     Either  of  these  plans  were  acceptable,  but  a  graver 
question  grew  out  of  the  poverty  of  the  treasury,  as  to  how 
the  army  was  to  be  paid  at  all.     Some  advocated  a  fund- 
ing of  the  public  debt,  and  payment  in  continental  certifi- 
cates ;  othera,  that  the  States  separately  should  provide 
for  their  own  debts  and  for  the  payment  of  the  army, 
"While  this  CLuestion  was  under  discussion,  an  anonymous 
appeal  to  the  passions,  of  the  officera  appeared  from  the     Mar. 
camp  at  Hewburgh,  and  a  call  for  a  meeting  of  all  the      ^'^■ 
officers  to  consider  measures  of  redress  was  issued,   "Wash-     11. 
ington  denounced  this  secret  proceeding  in. general  orders, 
and  summoned  a  council  of  officers  to  hear  the  report  of 
their  committee  then  in  waiting  upon  Congress.     At  this      16. 
meeting  he  exerted  all  his  influence  to  calm  the  excite- 
ment, and  so  successfully,  that  when  he  withdrew,  the 
officers  passed  resolutions  of  confidence  in  the  justice  of 
Congi'esa,  and  of  disapproval  of  the  anonymous  appeals. 
The  plan  of  five  years'  full  pay  was  adopted  by  Congress,     as. 
to  be  paid  in  money  or  in  six  per  cent,  stoch.     This  action 
i  in  many  of  the  States,  and  some  of  the 
1,  opposed  to  any  extra  pay,  passed  resolutions 
against  it.     The  delegates  from  this  State  had  been  in- 
structed to  oppose  it. 

Tlie  news  of  the  preliminaries  of  peace  reached  Phila-     28,. 
dclphia  in  a  vessel  sent  by  Count  D'Estaing  to  recall  the 
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CHAP.  French  cruisers  and  privateers.  Congress  immediately 
issned  orders  to  "  recall  all  armed  vessels  crnising  under 

1783.  commissions  from  the  United  States."  A  few  days  later, 
upon  receiving  official  confirmation  of  this  happy  event, 

Ap"l    the  cessation  of  hostilities  was  proclaijned  by  Congress, 

jg'     It  was  commnnciated  by  "Washington  in  general  ordei-s  to 

the  army,  and  the  next  day  the  proclamation  was  read  at 

19.     the  head  of  every  regiment,  just  eight  years  from  the  day 

of  the  battle  of  Lexington. 

It  was  not  in  vain  that  Ehode  Island  had  for  two  yeare 
firmly  opposed  the  impost  act.  Essential  as  it  was  to  the 
stability  of  government  that  some  powers  should  be  grant- 
ed to  Congress  beyond  what  the  articles  of  confederation 
conferred,  there  were  points  to  be  settled,  apart  from  the 
question  of  the  western  lands,  which  time  and  full  discus- 
sion could  alone  determine.  The  qualified  assent  which 
had  been  given  to  the  act  by  most  of  the  other  States, 
yielding  to  the  pressure  of  Congress,  was  less  satisfactory 
than  a  consent  obtained  after  deliberate  examination  of 
the  scheme  and  the  perfecting  its  details.  This  was  the 
result  of  the  refusal  of  Ehode  Island  to  grant  the  power 
when  first  requested.  Poi-tions  of  the  old  act  were  in 
violation  of  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  in  the 
opinion  of  tlie  people  of  this  State,  there  wonld  be  no 
limit  to  the  usurpation  of  power  by  Congre^  if  the  barrier 
of  State  sovereignty  was  once  overatepped.  "We  shall  see 
that  this  feeling  was  soon  to  be  carried  to  too  gi-eat  an 
extent  upon  the  more  vital  question  with  which  tins  his- 
tory will  close ;  but  in  the  present  uistance  at  least,  it 
accomplished  an  important  object  in  obtaining  from  Con- 

18.  gress  a  new  impost  bill,  more  carefuUy  prepared,  in  wliicli 
many  objections  were  removed,  and  a  provision  was  in- 
serted for  altering  the  eighth  311:1016  of  confederation, 
which  secured  to  the  States  the  sole  power  of  taxation. 
The  new  act  was  limited  to  twenty-five  yeai-s,  and  gave 
the  appointment  of  collectors  to  the  States.     Arnold  and 

23.     Collins  forwarded  the  bill  and  resolution  to  Gov.  Greene, 
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approving  them  in  the  main,  hut  suggesting  a  few  altera-  chap, 
tions  as  still  further  guards  to  the  rights  of  the  States.  J^^ 
But  this  act  was  deetined  to  the  same  fate  as  its  predeees-    1T83. 
Bor.     The  plan  of  impost  -was  not  agi'eed  to  hy  all  the      P 
States  till  the  adoption  of  the  constitution. 

The  cessation  of  hostilities  was  puhlished  at  Provi-  S3. 
dence,  and  the  proclamation  forwarded  to  each  town  in 
the  State.  The  event  was  celebrated  with  great  demon-  23. 
strations  of  joy.  Fii'ing  of  cannon  and  ringing  of  bells 
ushered  in  the  day.  A  procession,  a  sermon  by  Kev. 
Enos  Hitchcock  in  the  First  Baptist  Church,  followed  by 
an  oration  from  Asher  Eobbins,  occupied  the  morniug.  At 
noon  the  proclamation  was  read  from  the  balcony  of  the 
State  House,  and  in  two  other  public  places,  amid  accla- 
mations and  militaiy  salutes.  A  public  dinner  at  the 
State  House  succeeded.  The  frigate  Alliance,  lately  re- 
turned from  a  craiee  in  the  West  Indies,  fired  salutes,  and 
all  the  shipping  was  decorated  with  flags.  In  the  evening 
there  was  an  illumination  and  a  display  of  fireworks.  On 
tlie  same  day  similar  rejoicings  took  place  at  ^Newport, 
with  the  addition  of  hanging  the  effigy  of  Benedict  Arnold 
the  traitor. 

At  the  spring  election,  Collins  and  Cornell  gave  place  ^aj^- 
to  Henry  Mareliant  and  William  Ellery,  who  were  again 
chosen  delegates  to  Congress.  Arnold  and  Howell  were 
re-elected.  Howell  and  Ellery  wei-e  sent  on  to  represent 
the  State.  Intercoiirse  with  1^'ew  Shoreham  was  renewed, 
and  the  rights  of  the  inhabitants  were  restored.  Com- 
merce with  Great  Britain  was  revived,  and  the  acts 
against  illicit  trade  with  the  enemy  were  repealed.  Pub- 
lic papei'S,  that  during  the  war  had  been  removed  from 
Newport,  were  now  returned,  and  several  persons  impris- 
oned for  holding  communication  with  the  enemy,  were 
released.  Legislation  was  directed  to  the  new  aspect  of 
affahs,  the  return  of  peace. 

The  Revolutionary  war  had  ended  in  the  independence 
of  the  American  colonics.     Great  Britain  had  lost  the 
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CHAP,  finest  portion  of  her  empire,  and  during  the  past  Beven 
^^^^  years  had  doutled  her  national  debt,  which  now  amounted 
1788.    to  two  hundred  and  forty  millions  of  pounds.     The  deht 
^^^    of  the  United  States  was  about  seventy  millions  of  dollars, 
of  which  forty-flve  millions  pertained  to  the  federal  gov- 
ernment, and  the  remainder  to  the  several  States.     The 
war  debt  of  Ehode  Island  alone  amounted  to  over  seven 
hundred  thousand  dollars.     This  was  a  grievous  burden 
to  an  impoverished  country. 
13.  The  Society  of  the   Cincinnati  was  formed  by  the 

officers  of  the  army  encamped  on  Hudson  Eiver.'     As 
the  iinal  treaty  was  still  delayed,  the  army  could  not  bo 
^^*     disbanded.     Congress  resolved  to  instru(,t  Washington  to 
June,    grant  fmloughs  to  most  of  the  soldieis     Tlua  he  did  in 
^'      general  orders,  which  caused  great  dis&atisfaction,  a&  the 
officers  looked  upon  it  as  a  mod©  of  quietly  dispeu'^mg 
with  their  services,  and  leaving  them  unpaid     Three 
months'  pay  had  been  promised  to  the  whole  anny,  and 
this  was  delayed  for  want  of  funds.    'Washington  now  ad- 
13.     dre^ed  a  farewell  letter  to  the  governors  of  all  the  States, 
a  long,  earnest,  and  patriotic  ecanmunication,  reviewing 
the  past,  spealdng  hopefully  of  the  future,  and  under  four 
distinct  heads  presenting  the  points  most   essential   to 
secure  the  prosperity  of  tlie  republic.^     These  were,  "  an 
indissoluble  union  of  the  States  under  one  Federal  head, 
a  sacred  regard  to  public  justice,  the  adoption  of  a  proper 
peace  establishment,  and  tlie  prevalence  of  that  pacific 
and  friendly  disposition  among  the  people  of  the  United 
States,"  which  should  disregard  local  prejudices  and  lead 
to  mutual  concessions.     Three  days  afterward,  Greene  took 
leave  of  the  Southern  army  in  an  address,  wherein  he 
31-     compliments  their  patience  and  their  bravery, 

'  The  offlcerB  of  the  B.  I.  Cincinnati,  appointed  in  December  follow- 
ing, were,  Maj.  Gen.  Greene,  President;  Maj.  Gen.  Varnum,  Vice  President; 
Col.  Henry  Siierburnc,  Secretary;  Lt.  Col.  Com.  J.  Olncy  and  Major  Jolin 
Deiter,  TreaaurevB. 

'  This  address  fills  twenty  large  folio  pages,  and  is  in  letlocs  1182  &  % 
No.  85. 
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The  delay  in  preparing  the  notes  in  which  the  three  CHAP, 
niontha'  pay  was  to  be  given  to  the  army,  caused  a  meet-  ,_^ 
ing  of  a  portion  of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  who  marched    1788. 
'  from  Lancastei'  to  Philadelphia  without  their  officers,  and     ^* 
surrounding  the  State  House,  demanded  instant  payment. 
Washington  sent  a  superior  force  to  Philadelphia,  who 
suppressed  the  revolt,  btit  Congress,  disgusted  at  the 
feeble  conduct  of   the  local   authorities,   adjourned  to     26, 
Princeton. 

The  insular  and  remote  position  of  New  Shorehani,  we 
have  observed  from  the  first  settlement  of  Block  Island, 
req^uired  legislation  (juite  different  from  that  of  the  other 
towns.  The  difficulty  of  having  deputies  always  present 
at  the  sessions  of  the  Genei-al  Assembly,  led  the  people  of 
that  town  to  elect  Eay  Sands,  a  resident  of  South  King- 
stown, but  a  freeholder  of  New  Shoreham,  to  represent  the 
town.  The  Assembly  passed  a  special  act,  permitting  28. 
the  town  to  send  non-resident  deputies  who  should  be 
freeholders,  but  such  deputies  were  thereby  disabled  dur- 
ing their  tenn  of  office,  from  acting  as  freemen  of  the 
town  where  they  resided,  nor  was  this  act  to  be  held  as  a 
precedent  for  any  other  town.  A  tax  of  twenty  thousand 
pounds  in  specie  was  assessed.  The  tariff  or  "  excise  "  act 
was  repealed,  and  a  new  one  adopted,  levying  a  duty  of 
two  per  cent,  ad  valorem  upon  all  imports,  to  meet  the 
interest  on  the  State  debt. 

The  frigate  Alliance,  Oapt.  John  Bany,  sailed  from  Juljl. 
Providence  for  Virginia,  and  tlience  to  Europe.  Soon 
after  this  last  cmiee,  she  was  sold  by  the  government,  and 
became  an  Indiaman,  The  trade  with  China  was  com- 
menced at  this  time  by  the  merchants  of  Boston,  who 
fitted  out  the  first  ship  that  ever  sailed  from  the  United  ^^S- 
States  to  that  remote  country.  This  example,  we  shall 
see,  soon  stimulated  the  enterprise  of  Providence  to  em- 
bark in  the  same  trade.' 

'  The  honor  of  being  the  first  ship  from  the  United  States  engaged  in  the 
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Willie  at  Princeton,  Congress  resolved  to  erect  an 
'.  equestrian  statue  of  Washington  at  the  place  that  should 
be  agreed  upon  as  the  capital  of  the  country.  At  tlieir 
request  he  -waited  upon  tliem,  and  received  the  thanks  of 
united  America  for  his  eminent  services,  expressed  in  an 
address  hy  tlie  president. 

The  definitive  treaty  of  peace  was  signed  at  Paris  early 
in  Septemher,  and  as  soon  as  it  was  ratified  by  Congress, 
a  proclamation  was  issued  to  disband  the  army  on  the 
third  of  November.  Commercial  agents  of  France  were 
established  throughout  the  country.  Philip  Joseph  de 
L'Etomhe  was  appointed  consul  for  the  New  England 
States,  and  Joseph  M.  S.  Toscan  vice  consul  for  the  sajne. 
Their  exequatoi's  for  Khode  Island  were  given  them  by 
act  of  the  Assembly.  Foui'  months  later,  De  Marboia 
was  received  as  consul  general  for  the  United  States.' 
The  Second  Baptist  Society  at  Newport,  under  Eev.  Gar- 
diner Thureton,  was  incorporated  as  the  Six  Principles 
Baptist  Society.  A  decree  of  banishment  was  passed 
against  a  Tory,  who  had  assisted  the  enemy  in  several 
plundering  excursions  within  this  State  diiring  the  war, 
and  had  returned  without  leave;  Death  was  denounced 
against  him  in  case  he  should  again  return. 

The  day  previous  to  the  disbanding  of  the  army, 
Washington  issued  his  farewell  orders,  taking  leave  of  his 
old  companions  in  arms.  A  small  force  was  retained  in 
service,  but  the  greater  portion  of  these  were  discharged 

China  trade,  was  elaimeii  for  the  ship  Empress  of  China,  of  360  tons,  whioli 
sailed  from  New  York  323  Feb.,  l'I84:  arrived  at  Canton  20tli  August, 
Hailed  2Tth  Dec.  for  New  York,  -where  she  arrired  llth  May,  1785.  This 
TOjage  waa  mentioned  by  Congress  as  "  the  first  effort  of  the  citizens  of 
America  to  establish  a  du'ect  trade  ivith  China."  The  ship  mentioned  in 
the  teit  was  certainjj  prior  to  the  Empress  of  China,  in  fitting  for  tlie  roj- 
age,  aod  her  oatward  cargo  was  reported  as  worth  $160,000;  but  at  what 
time  she  sailed  from  Boston  the  writer  cannot  say. 

'  Afterwards  Consular  agents  were  appointed  by  Tosoan,  in  the  princi- 
pal ports.  Thomas  llojd  Halscy,  residing  at  Providence,  was  made  the 
French  agent  for  the  Slate  of  Khode  Island. 
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two  weeka  latei'.     The  remnant  of  the  British  forces,  most  CHAP, 
of  whicli  had  already  sailed  for  England,  evacuated  New  ^^ 
York,  and  went  on  to  Staten  Island  to  await  tlieir  embar-    1T83. 
cation.    Gen,  Knox,  with  a  body  of  troops,  marcbed  into    ^^' 
the  city  with   Gov.  Clinton   and  Gen,  Washington,  the 
latter  of  whom,  on  the  same  day,  took  leave  of  the  officers 
of  the  army.     On  the  same  day,  too,  Major-General  !N  ar 
thaniel  Greene  ai-rived  at  his  residence  in  Newport.     A 
committee  of  the  town  waited  npon  him  with  an  address     sg, 
of  welcome,  to  which  he  returned  an  appropriate  reply.      29. 
The  whole  progress  of  Gen.  Greene,  from  the  scene  of  liia 
triumplis,  was  a  continued  ovation.    Everywhere  he  was 
received  with  enthusiasm  as  tlie  saviour  of  the  South,  and 
the  second  only  to  the  commander-in-chief  in  the  council 
or  the  field.     At  Charleston  the  thanks  of  the  Assembly    Aug. 
were  conveyed  to  him  by  the  governor  of  South  Carolina.    „    ' 
At  Baltimore  a  public  reception  was  given  to  him.     Con-     30. 
greaa  voted  that  two  brass  field-pieces,  captured  by  him    Oct. 
in  Carolina,  be  engraved  with  a  suitable  inscription,  and 
presented  to  him.     And  now  that  he  had  once  more  re- 
turned to  his  home,  there  only  remained  for  him  to  re- 
ceive the  joyous  welcome  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  the 
merited  acknowledgments  of  the  legislature  of  his  native 
State. 

The  definitive  treaty  of  peace,  the  first  article  of  which     Deo. 
recognizes  the  independence  of  the  thirteen  States,  was 
received  by  a  vessel  at  Providence  from  London,  and  im-      2, 
mediately  printed  in  an  extra  of  the  Gazette.     A  national 
thanlisgiving  was  held  by  appointment  of  Congress.     The      n. 
Assembly  that  was  to  meet  that  week,  was  prorogued  by 
the  governor  till  the  fom-tb  Monday  of  the  month.    The     32. 
Quakers  presented  a  petition,  respecting  the  abolition  of 
slavery ;  an  act  was  framed  for  that  object,  referred  to  the 
next  session,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.     A  copyright  act^, 
seeming  to  authors  in  this  State  the  benefit  of  Iheir  works 
for  twenty-one  years,  was  passed — "  there  being  no  prop- 
erty more  peculiarly  a  man's  own  than  that  which  is  pro- 
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CHAP,  dueed  by  the  labor  of  Iris  mind."    The  benefit  of  the  act 
?,^'  ^^  restricted  to  authors  who  were  citizens  of  this  State, 

1788.    or  of  those  States  who  should  pass  similar  laws,  and  a 

"^'^-  penalty  of  three  thousand  pounds,  lawful  money,  was 
affixed  to  its  violation.' 

Congress  had  passed  a  resolution,' that  twelve  hundred 
thousand  dollars  should  be  raised  by  the  States  to  meet 
the  interest  due  upon  loan  ofBce  certificates,  of  which  sum 
twenty-eight  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars  were  assigned 
to  Rhode  Island.  The  Assembly  required  the  keeper  of 
the  loan  office  in  this  State,  to  consolidate  aU  such  certifi- 
cates held  by  Rhode  Island  citizens,  to  endorse  the  present 
value  upon  the  same,  and  to  pay  one  year's  interest  thereon 
out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  late  tax,  and  to  issue  new  certifi- 
cates for  the  unpaid  balance.  The  colonial  government 
having  passed  away  forever,  a  revision  of  the  laws  became 
necessary,  and  a  committee  for  that  purpose  was  appointed. 
An  address  of  congratulation  to  Gen.  Greene  upon  his 

36.  return  to  this  his  native  State  was  adopted,  and  together 
with  the  General's  reply,  was  entered  upon  the  records. 
Several  towns  also  sent  their  addresses,  and  a  warm  recep- 
tion was  given  ]iim  at  Providence  a  few  weeks  later. 

"Wlule  tliese  events  were  taking  place  in  Rhode  Island, 
the  closing  scene  of  the  Rerolutionaiy  war  occurred  at 
Annapolis,  where  Congress  was  then  in  session.     "Wash- 

28.  ington  resigned  his  commission  to  the  legislative  body 
from  whom  he  had  received  it,  and  took  wliat  he  hoped 

'  In  connfictlon  with  this  earlj  copyright  law  of  Rhode  Island,  it  may 
be  mentioned  aa  an  IntereEting  fact,  tiiat  tbe  first  known  copyright  granted 
under  the  United  States  law  tipon  this  subject  was  to  a  Rhode  Islander,  on 
the  9th  of  May,  1706.  The  book  was  entitled  "  CTirislianifp  Ihe  Time  The- 
ology, an  answer  to  The  Age  of  Reason.  By  Wm.  Patten,  A.  M.,  Minister 
of  the  Second  Congregational  Church  in  Newport."  Printed  at  Warren, 
Rhode  Island,  by  X.  Phillips.  Mr.  Patten  was  ordained  pastor  of  tlie 
church  at  Newport,  24th  May,  17SS,  as  successor  to  Rev.  Ezra  Stiles,  D.  D., 
who,  although  he  had  been  President  of  Tale  College  since  June  1778,  had 
retained  his  paatorat*  at  Newport,  and  preached   occasionally  until  this 

'  4th  September,  17S2, 
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and  believed  was  a  final  " 
of  puHic  life." 

At  tlie  return  of  peace,  all  minds  were  oecnpied  with  1784. 
tlie  important  questions  relating  to  a  reorganization  of  gov- 
ernment. Parties  began  to  be  formed,  and  althougli  no 
material  differences  of  opmion  were  manifested  in  the 
elections  for  the  next  two  years,  yet  the  canses  from  which 
an  entne  change  in  State  officers  then  occurred,  were 
already  in  operation,  and  we  may  therefore  date  the  for- 
mation of  new  pohtical  parties,  and  the  revival  of  old  ones 
existing  prior  to  the  Kevolution,  from  this  period.  Of  the 
two  great  parties  that  divided  the  country,  one  favored 
the  confederation,  and  feared  the  establishment  of  a  cen- 
tral government ;  it  was  the  exclusive  advocate  of  State 
sovereignty.  Tire  otlier  felt  the  weakness  of  the  articles 
of  confederation,  and  desired  a  closer  union  of  the  States 
under  a  general  head.  The  State  Eights  party  were 
largely  in  the  majority  in  Rhode  Island,  The  mercantile 
classes  favored  the  Union.  Tlie  agricultural  interests 
clung  to  the  confederation.  Thustheseaportswereplaeed 
in  opposition  to  the  country  towns,  which  then  held  the 
political  control  of  the  State,  A  revival  of  the  former  feud 
between  town  and  country,  existing  previous  to  the  war, 
was  the  result.  Another  element  was  added  to  embitter 
the  hostility  of  the  rival  parties.  A  heavy  debt  rested 
upon  the  State,  to  pay  which,  taxation  was  the  only  re- 
source. This  debt  was  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  tlie  com- 
mercial class.  The  farmers  owed  tlie  traders.  Paper 
money  was  the  ready  and  often  tried  expedient  for  paying 
an  old  debt,  by  conti'acting  a  new  one.  Hence  the  strife 
between  paper  and  specie  parties  was  now  revived.  Thus 
two  of  the  old  colonial  questions  were  again  brought  out, 
to  mingle  with  the  new  dispute  that  was  to  bring  the 
State  to  the  very  verge  of  civil  war.  The  ratification  of  Jan. 
the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  by  Congi-ess  w^  simultane-  ■'*• 
ous  with  the  gathering  of  these  opposing  forces  for  the 
conflict,  that  was  to  continue  almost  as  long,  and  to  become 
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A  new  weekly  paper,  called  the  United  States'  Cron- 
icle,  was  eommeneed  in  Providence  by  Bennett  TVTieeler, 
in  place  of  the  American  Journal,  wliich  had  ceased  to 
exist.  It  advocated  the  views  of  the  federal  party.  The 
act  for  the  gradual  abolition  of  slavery,  that  had  been 
framed  at  the  previous  session  and  presented  to  the  people 
through  the  public  press,  was  passed  by  the  Assembly. 
All  children  bom  of  slave  mothers  after  the  first  of  Mai-<^, 
were  to  be  free,  the  cost  of  their  rearing  was  to  be  paid 
by  the  towns  where  they  were  bom ;  and  to  defray  these 
charges,  the  council  might  bind  out  to  service  the  males, 
till  the  age  of  twenty-one,  and  the  females  till  eighteen'; 
their  education  was  also  provided  for.  The  next  year  the 
clause  requiring  them  to  be  reared  at  the  expense  of  the 
towns  was  repealed,  and  that  charge  was  laid  upon  the 
owner  of  the  mother.  In  case  of  slaves,  liberated  by 
their  ownej-s,  becoming  a  public  charge,  they  were  to  be 
siipported  like  other  paupers,  and  not  by  their  claimants, 
as  was  required  by  the  old  manumission  act  passed  ten 
years  before.  This  provision  was  afterwards  limited  to 
slaves  who  wei-e  under  thirty  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
tlieir  emancipation.  He  clause  in  that  act  permitting 
slaves  brought  from  the  "West  Indies  to  be  exported  with- 
ia  one  year  was  repealed,  and  the  introduction  of  slavts 
for  sale,  upon  any  pretext  whatever,  was  forbidden.  The 
test  oath  prescribed  early  in  the  Kevolution,  was  abol- 
ished, and  a  new  oath  or  affirmation  of  allegiance  to  the 
State,  to  be  administered  upon  the  admission  of  freemen, 
was  adopted.  The  standards  of  the  Khode  Island  line 
were  presented  to  the  State  by  Lient.-Co!.  Olney,  and 
placed  in  custody  of  "  the  governor  for  the  time  being,  to 
be  by  him  carefiilly  preserved,  to  perpetuate  the  noble 
exploits  of  that  brave  corps."  The.  delegate  in  Congress 
were  instructed  to  request  that  body  to  convene  in  Rhode 
Island   at  their  next  session.      Mr.  Eliery  accordingly 
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mOTed  that  Congi-ess  adjourn  to  meet  at  Newport  in  Oe-  CHAP, 
tober,  but  after  some  debate,  Trenton  was  substituted.        ^^^ 

To  obtain  the  cession  of  the  great  western  domain  1784. 
from  the  States  tliat  claimed  it,  now  occupied  the  atten-  ■^^'^■ 
tion  of  Congress.  After  long  delay  and  many  alterations 
in  the  scheme,  as  first  proposed,  the  territory  north-west 
of  the  Ohio  Kiver,  ceded  by  Virginia,  was  accepted.  As 
the  other  claimant  States  were  expected  soon  to  follow 
the  example  of  Virginia,  a  committee,  composed  of  Thomas 
Jefferson,  Chase  of  Maryland,  and  Howell  of  Rhode 
Island,  proposed  "  a  plan  for  the  temporary  government 
of  the  western  teiTitory."  Tliis  plan  divided  the  territory 
into  ten  new  States,  and  contained  a  provision  excluding 
slaveiy  from  every  portion  thereof  after  the  year  1800. 
The  anti-slavery  clause  recjuired  the  assent  of  nine  States, 
failing  in  which  it  was  struck  out,  and  the  report  was  then 
adopted.  Howell  moved  for  a  committee  to  consider 
what  measures  could  be  taken  by  Congress  to  obtain  far- 
ther cessions  of  western  lands,  and  what  disposition  could 
best  be  made  of  the  coimtry  that  it  was  expected  would 
be  obtained  from  the  Indians  by  treaty ;  also  for  regula- 
tions for  opening  a  land  office.  Five  commissioners,  of 
whom  Gen.  Greene  was  one,  were  appointed  to  conclude  a 
treaty  of  peace  with  the  Indians,  and  great  reliance  was 
placed  iipon  Greene  to  obtain  large  cessions  of  territory, 
which  was  peculiarly  important  to  the  States,  like  Rhode 
Island,  having  defined  boundaries  and  no  claim  to  western 
lands. 

A  movement  was  made  to  establish  a  bank  at  Provi- 
dence, upon  the  plan  of  that  already  in  successful  opera- 
tion in  Philadelphia,  and  a  meeting  for  that  pui'pose  was  ^ 
called  ;  bat  the  project  failed  for  the  present,  and  was  not 
consummated  till  after  the  lapse  of  seven  years,  when  the 
Providence  Bank,  the  oldest  in  the  State,  went  into  opera-, 
tion. 

To  supply  the  wants  of  the  treasury,  beyond  what  tiie 
States  had  furnished,  Morris  had  drawn  drafts  on  Holland, 
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CECAP.  a  portion  of  whieli  were  paid  from  the  proceeds  of  loans 
^^^^-  obtained  in  that  country  upon  the  credit  of  the  confedera- 
1T84.  tion.  But  this  resource  soon  failed,  and  many  of  the 
drafts  were  sent  back  protested.  The  amount  necessary 
to  be  raised  immediately,  in  order  to  preserve  the  public 
credit  by  taking  up  tlie  protested  drafts,  was  six  hundred 
thirty-six  thousand  dollars.  This  sum  was  apportioned 
■^P^'^  among  the  States,  and  a  eii-eu!ar  was  sent  to  each  one, 
calling  earnestly  for  its  quota.  That  of  Rhode  Island  was 
thirteen  thousand  seren  hundred  and  three  dollars.  Seven 
12.  States  had  already  complied  with  the  terms  of  the  new 
impost  act,  but  in  a  manner  so  qualified,  that  it  was 
thought  that  when  the  necessary  number  of  nine  States 
should  agree  to  it,  some  of  these  would  withdraw  their 
assent.  For  these  reasons,  and  from  the  evident  necessity 
of  some  general  rules  for  the  conduct  of  foreign  commerce, 
31,  Congress  asked  from  the  States  a  limited  power  to  regu- 
late trade  with  other  countries  for  fifteen  years,  and  com- 
missioners were  soon  afterwards  sent  to  Europe,  to  nego- 
tiate treaties  on  the  basis  of  reciprocity. 
^y5-  At  the  general  election,  John  Brown  was  chosen  a 
delegate  to  Congre^,  in  place  of  Jonathan  Arnold,  who 
had  removed  to  Vermont.  Henry  Marchant  resigned 
his  seat  in  Congress,  and  no  one  was  chosen  to  fill  the 
vacancy,  so  that  the  delegation  now  consisted  of  EUery, 
Howell,  and  Brown.  All  the  other  of&cers  remained  un- 
changed. Iiitendants  of  Trade  were  appointed  for  Bristol 
and  Eaet  Greenwich,  as  well  as  for  Newport  and  Provi- 
dence. John  Handy  was  chosen  State  Auditor,  the  first 
regular  appointment  of  such  an  officer,  whose  duties  had 
heretofore  been  performed  by  committees.  The  appoint- 
ment was  only  temporary,  the  Assembly  changing  its 
Auditor  at  almost  every  session.  The  office  of  the  Gen- 
eral Treasurer  was  removed  from  Providence  to  ^Newport, 
where  it  had  always  been  kept  before  the  war.  This 
called  forth  a  strong  protest  from  eighteen  deputies  of 
the  northern  towns.     The  most  important  act  of  the  sea- 
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sion  was  tlie  incorporation  of  the  City  of  !Newport.  The  CHAP, 
city  -was  divided  into  four  wards,  and  organized  with  a  ^^^ 
Mayor,  fom'  Aldei-men,  six  Coiuicilmen,  and  a  Clerk.  At  1784. 
the  fii-st  meeting  held  under  this  charter,  George  Hazard  j°'^ 
was  chosen  Mayor  of  the  city.  The  municipal  govern- 
ment was  folly  organized  at  the  next  meeting,  and  went  *• 
into  immediate  operation. 

The  articles  of  confederation  provided,  that  diu'ing  the 
recess  of  Congress,  government  should  he  administored 
by  a  committee  of  one  from  each  State.  Tliis  committee 
met  at  Philadelphia,  hut  soon  broke  up,  leaving  national 
affairs  without  a  head.  The  sessions  of  Congress  were 
afterwards  continued  through  the  year,  although  often 
impeded  for  want  of  a  quorum.  Tlie  General  Assembly  33. 
established  the  term  of  their  delegates  at  one  year  from 
the  first  Monday  of  November  succeeding  their  election, 
and  recjuired  that  the  Secretary  should  furnish  them  with 
commissions,  signed  by  the  governor,  under  seal  of  the 
State.  A  tax  of  twenty  thousand  pounds  was  levied,  a 
part  to  meet  the  requisition  for  the  protested  drafts,  pai-tly 
to  redeem  bills  of  credit  fanded  xipon  real  estate,  and  the 
remainder  for  current  expenses.  Tlie  State  duty  on 
foreign  goods  was  raised  from  two  to  two  and  a  half  per 
cent.  The  impost  act  of  five  per  cent,  proposed  by  Con 
greas,  w^  discussed,  and  after  a  long  debate  was  rejected  July 
by  a  majority  of  forty  in  the  House  of  Deputies, 

The  British  frigate  Mercury  arrived  at  ^Newport  from  19- 
Halifax,  and  while  in  the  harbor,  one  of  the  crew,  being 
an  American  seaman,  was  discharged  upon  demand  of 
the  mayor  of  the  city.  It  would  seem  that  the  arrogant 
claims  of  a  later  day,  which  produced  the  second  war 
with  Great  Britain,  were  not  then  enforced. 

At  the  adjourned  session,  upon  petition  of  the  Sabba-    Ang. 
tarians,  they  were  allowed  to  pursue  their  usual  avocations 
on  Sunday,  so  conducting  themselves  as  not  to  interfere 
with  the  devotions  of  their  neighbors  on  that  day,  and 
not  opening  their  stores,  or  following  mechanical,  or  other 
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CHAP,  noisy  business,  in  compact  places,  to  tlie  distnrtance  of 
^-^^^-  others.  The  value  of  gold  coin  in  common  circulation, 
1784.    was  fixed  by  statute,  and  the  size  of  casks  and  modes  of 

packing  meats  and  fish  were  regulated. 
Sept.  The  usual  eommeneement  exercises  at  college  were 

■'■  omitted  this  year,  as  none  of  the  under-graduates  had 
completed  their  coui'se  of  study,  owing  to  the  interrup- 
tions of  the  war.  The  most  interesting  movement  in  the 
cause  of  education  that  occurred  at  this  time,  was  the 
establishment  of  the  Friends'  school  at  Portsmouth,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  "  iN'ew  England  Yearly  Meeting." 
Isaac  Lawton  was  the  Principal,  It  was  discontinued 
after  four  years'  trial,  for  want  of  support,  but  was  revived 
in  1814,  through  the  munificence  of  wealthy  members  of 
the  Society,  and  established  on  a  permanent  basis  in 
Providence,  where  it  remains  a  flourishing  institution  to 
this  day. 
21,  A   French  squadron  of  seven  ships  from  tlie  "West 

Indies  touclied  at  iN'ewport,  and  received  a  cordial  wel- 
Oot,  4.  come.     A  grand  ball  was  given  to  the  officers.     General 
3g_     Lafayette  also  visited  Providence.     The  bells  were  rung, 
and  national  sahites  fired  in  honor  of  his  anival.     The 
24.     next  day  he  went  to  Kewport  as  the  guest  of  Gen.  Greene, 
and  upon  his  return  was  present  in  the  evening  at  a  meet- 
35.     ing  of  the  Cincinnati,  where  Gen.  Yamum,  in  behalf  of 
the  officers  of  the  Khode  Island  line,  made  liim  an  address. 
26.     On  the  following  day  a  public  dinner  was  given  him,  and 
an  address  from  the  Assembly,  then  in  session,  was  pre- 
sented, in  reply  to  which  he  thanked  the  State  for  the 
particular  favors  which  the  French  army  had  always  re- 
ceived here.     At   the  conclusion   of  tliese   ceremonies, 
another  national  salute  was  fired,  and  the  general  left  for 
Boston.     The  State  address  and  reply  were  entered  upon 
the  records.' 

'  Among  the  minor  matters  of  local  interest  at  tbia  time,  may  be  men- 
tioned the  placing  a  Bpectatora'  gallery  around  the  deputica'  room  in  tie 
Stata  House  at  Newport,  and  encloaing  the  Court  Houso  parade  ia  Providence 


„Google 


QUORUM    OF    ASSEMBLY. — PARTIES   OBGANIZIKG.  511 

For  some  years  past,  twenty-one  deputies,  and  iive  CHAP, 
assistants  had  made  a  quoram  of  the  Genei'al  Assembly.  ■^^^^^■ 
This  act  was  now  repealed,  and  a  majority  of  the  lower    iTSi. 
house,  which  was  composed  of  seventy  deputies,  and 
seven  members  of  the  council,  was  required  in  order  to 
transact  business.    The  Church  at  Bristol  was  incorpo- 
rated by  the  name  of  the  Catholic  Congregational  Society. 
Cannons  were  monnted,  and  ordnance  stores  provided  for 
the  fort  on  Goat  Island,  which  had  been  dismantled.    It 
was  named  Fort  Waehingtonj  after  bearing  the  names  of 
the  successive  sovereigns  of  England  since  the  reign  of 
Anne.      Deputy-Governor  Bowen    renewed  the  debate 
upon  the  United  States  impost  scheme,  by  submitting  a 
bill  drafted  in  conformity  with  that  act,  which  was  read, 
but  no  action  taken  upon  it.' 

After  a  recess  of  five  months,  Congress  rcsimied  its    Nov. 
session  at  Trenton,     Ellery  and  Howell  were  the  delegates     ^g^ 
from  tliis  State,     In  less  than  two  months  it  adjourned     28, 
to  meet  at  New  York,  where  all  the  subsequent  sessions    ^/^^e, 
were  held.     But  little  of  interest,  either  State  or  national,      ]  j/ 
occurred  during  the  year.    The  elements  of  strife,  slowly 
gathering  strength  in  the  past  year*,  were  first  manifested 
at  the  opening  of  the  Assembly,  in  a  petition,  numerously    Feb. 
signed  from  many  towns,  praying  that  a  new  bank  of      ^^■ 
paper  money  might  be  made.     A  large  majority  deeming 
the  measure  to  he  injurious,  rejected  the  petition.     This 
was  the  signal  for  organizing  the  opposition  to  bear  upon 
the  election,  but  another  year  elapsed  before  their  efforts 
were  successful.    In  addition  to  the  duty  of  two  and  a 

"  with  posts  and  railE,  bo  as  to  prevent  teams  from  passing  thereon,"  both 
of  wliicli  were  ordered  at  the  August  sesaion,  and  the  arrival  from  London 
on  4tb  October,  of  "  a  large  and  elegant  clock,  also  a  bell  weighing  25  cwl.," 
for  the  First  Baptist  Church  in.  Providence.  The  duties  upon  these  latter 
articles,  and  also  upon  soma  booba  and  apparatus  imported  for  PrOFidence 
and  Dartmouth  Colleges,  ware  remitted  by  order  of  the  Afisomblj  at  this, 
the  October  eesidon.  This  bell  proving  defective,  was  recast  at  the  Hope 
Furnace,  and  was  hung  October  20,  1787.  Its  new  weight  was  2387  lbs. 
'  The  bill  is  in  letters  1788-B,  No.  47. 
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CHAP,  half  per  cent,  on  foreign  goods,  an  impost  duty  of  five 
.^^^  per  cent.,  ad  valorem,  and  an  snntial  impost  of  one  silver 
1785.  dollar  on  every  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  on  every  male 
poll  of  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  on  horses,  was  laid. 
This  act  was  to  be  in  force  twenty-five  yeai-s,  and 
from  the  revcnne  thus  derived,  eight  thousand  dollars 
were  Buhjected  to  the  order  of  Congress  for  payment  of 
interest  on  this  State's  proportion  of  the  foreign  debt. 
The  remainder  was  appropriated  for  paying  the  interest 
of  the  domestic  debt  of  the  United  States  due  within  this 
State.  But  the  law  was  not  to  take  effect  till  the  other 
States  had  adopted  similar  imposts,  and  upon  tlie  same 
terms  another  act  was  passed,  impowering  Congress  to 
regulate  the  foreign  trade  of  the  United  States,  to  which 
was  added,  in  October,  tlie  power  to  regulate  domestic 
trade.  The  United  Congregational  Society  in  Tiverton 
was  incorporated,  and  at  the  May  session  the  Amicable 
Congregational  Church,  in  the  same  town,,  was  also  char- 
tered. Provision  was  made  for  the  support  of  soldiers  in 
tlie  black  regiment,  who  might  become  dependent  upon 
charity. 
Mar.  In  Congress,  John  Brown  was  appointed  one  of  the 

commissionei-s  for  erecting  the  federal  buildings,  which  it 
was  then  proposed  to  locate  on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware. 
18.  Congress  limited  the  time  for  bringing  in  claims  against 
the  United  States,  A  circular  to  this  effect,  sent  to  all 
the  States,  was  printed,  and  distributed  among  the  people. 
Information  was  received  that  both  Georgia  and  New 
York  had  refused  to  enact  impost  bills,  so  that  the  act  of 
Ehode  Island  on  this  subject  became  void ;  and  indeed  it 
was  not  till  the  first  session  of  Congress  under  the  consti- 
MayS.  tution,  that  the  measure  became  general.  Inconsequence 
of  the  failure  of  this  law,  tlie  Assembly  added  to  the  two 
and  a  half  per  cent,  impost  act,  a  duty  of  seven  and  a 
half  per  cent,  upon  all  foreign  goods  imported  in  British 
vessels.  This  was  to  meet  the  interest  on  the  State  debt. 
The  changes  made  at  the  spring  election  affected  only  the 
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delegates  in  Oongresa.  Brown  was  retimied,  but  Mai'-  i 
chant,  EUery,  and  Howell,  gave  place  to  George  Champ-  ; 
im,  Paul  Miunford,  who  for  some  tune  had  heen  chief- 
justice  of  the  State,  and  was  now  succeeded  by  EUery, 
and  Peter  Phillips,  also  a  judge  of  the  Superior  Court. 
Theodore  Foster  was  made  judge  of  the  Court  of  Admi- 
ralty. The  statute  of  limitationB,  which  had  been  re- 
pealed at  the  commencement  of  the  Eevolution,  was 
now  revived. 

A  dispute  arose  at  tliis  time  with  regard  to  the  fishery 
in  Pawcatuck  Eiver.  Violence  was  resorted  to  hy  the 
contending  parties,  and  a  Connecticut  captain  was  chased 
into  Stonington  by  a  party  of  Rhode  Island  fishermen, 
and  mobbed.  Complaints  were  made  to  the  authorities 
of  Connecticut,  and  the  legislature  of  that  State  appoint- 
ed a  committee  of  three  to  meet  at  Stonington,  in  Septem- 
ber, with  a  committee  from  Ehode  Island,  to  adjust  tlie 
difficulty.  Gov.  Griswold  informed  Gov.  Greene  of  this 
affair,  and  requested  corresponding  action  on  the  part  of 
Rhode  Island.'  The  Assembly  accordingly  appointed  a 
committee  of  three  to  meet  with  those  of  Connecticut,  to 
quiet  the  disturbance  and  regulate  the  fishery.  An  addi- 
tional tariff  act  was  passed,  levying  specific  duties  upon 
all  kinds  of  tools,  and  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  from  five  to 
twenty  per  cent,  upon  hats,  articles  of  leather,  furs,  paper, 
and  many  other  matters,  expressly  "  for  encouraging  the 
manufacture  thereof  within  this  State  and  the  United 
States."  While  the  previous  impost  acts,  to  which  this 
was  not  an  amendment  but  an  addition,  were  designed 
for  revenue,  this  was  avowedly  a  measure  of  protection  as 
declared  in  the  title. 

Massachusetts  now  made  a  movement  which  resulted 
in  the  formation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
by  proposing  that  Congress  should  call  a  convention  of 

.0  Got.  William  Greene,  25  June,  1785.    Let- 
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CHAP,  the  States  to  revise  the  sclieme  of  confederation,  so  that 
^J^  greater  powers  might  be  given  to  the  national  legislature. 
1786.  The  death  of  the  venerable  pati'iot,  Stephen  Ilopldns, 

"O^y  in  the  seventy-ninth  year  of  his  age,  took  place  at  Provi- 
dence. For  nearly  the  whole  period  of  his  manhood,  he 
had  been  engaged  in  public  life.  Chosen  town  clerk  of 
Scituate,  his  native  town,  in  1Y31,  for  nearly  forty-five 
years  he  was  engaged  in  some  kind  of  ofiicial  diity  con- 
nected with  the  town,  the  legislature,  the  judicial,  or  the 
executive  departments  of  tlie  State,  or  the  national  Con- 
gress. Dnring  the  second  Spanish  war,  we  have  seen' 
that  he  was  appointed  with  William  EUery,  to  consult 
with  commisBioners  from  other  colonies  upon  the  defence 
of  the  country,  and  before  the  "  old  li'reneh  war  "  had 
commenced,  he  was  chosen  governor  of  the  colony.  No 
man  in  the  eighteenth  century  filled  so  large  a  space  in 
the  history  of  this  State,  and  very  few,  of  any  State,  ex- 
erted BO  wide  an  influence  upon  the  destinies  of  tlic  coun- 
try. JFrankhn  was  perhaps  the  only  person  who  equalled 
liim  in  this  respect.  He  was  probably  the  first  man  in 
Ameiica,  certainly  the  first  in  high  official  position,  to 
deny  the  right  of  the  British  Parliament  to  control  the 
colonies.  Long  before  the  voice  of  James  Otis  roused  the 
men  of  Massachusetts  to  the  assertion  of  their  rights,  or 
the  elocLuenee  of  Patrick  Henry  thrilled  the  Virginia 
bm'geascs  with  the  utterance  of  prospective  treason ;  i 
than  twenty  years  before  he  and  his  hfe-long 
affixed  then-  names,  in  behalf  of  Ehode  Island,  to  the 
Declaration  of  Independence;  Stephen  Hopkins,  then 
uniting  in  himself  the  offices  of  governor  and  chief-justice 
of  the  colony,  made  use  of  this  remarkable  expression : 
"  What  have  the  King  and  Parliament  to  do  with  making 
a  law  or  laws  to  govern  us  by,  any  more  than  the  Mo- 
hawks have  ?  And  if  the  Mohawks  should  make  a  law 
or  laws  to  govern  us,  wo  are  as  much  obliged  to  obey 

'  Ante  ahup.  xvi.,  p.  152. 
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them  aa  any  law  or  laws  the  King  and  Parliament  could  chap. 
make ; "  and  "  That  as  our  forefathers  came  from  Leyden,  ^^^l- 
and  were  no  charge  to  England,  the  States  of  Holland    1T83. 
had  as  good  a  right  to  claim  us  as  England  had,"  '     These 
sentiments  were  a  direct  corollary  from  the  spirit  of  the 
free  charter  of  Rhode  Island,  and  were  sustained  hy  their 
author,  in  all  Ms  public  and  private  acts,  to  the  close  of  his 
eventful  life. 

Tlie  A^embly  incorporated   tlie  Benevolent  Baptist    Aug, 
Society  of  Wari'en,  and  laid  a  tax  of  twenty  thousand 
pounds  to  be  collected  before  the  close  of  the  year,     Tlie    ^*P'- 
Pawcatuck  Eiver  committees  met  at  Stonington  upon  the     14. 
appointed  day,  and  having  collected  evidence  and  exam-     IB. 
ined  the  premises,  agreed  upon  a  mode  of  settlement  that     IS- 
should  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  disorders,  wliich  had 
arisen  chiefly  from  a  contested  right  to  a  weir  across  the 
river  owned  by  parties  in  both  States,     They  agreed  that 
aU  suits  arising  out  of  the  affau-  should  be  withdraivn, 
and  acts  of  amnesty  passed  in  favor  of  all  concerned,  and 
prepared  a  bill  regulating  the  mode  of  conducting  the 
fishery,  to  be  passed  by  both  legislatures,  and  held  as  a 
compact  between  them,  which  was  enacted  at  tlieh  sue- 


Congi-ess  made  a  requisition  for  three  millions  of  dol-  27. 
lars  to  meet  the  interest  of  the  present  yeai'  upon  tlie  na- 
tional debt.  The  proportion  for  Ehode  Island  to  pay, 
was  $64,636.  The  balances  due  from  this  State  to  the 
1  government  upon  the  several  requisitions  of  the 
t  few  years,  including  this  last,  as  presented  in  the  Oct,  l. 
s  account,  amounted  to  $126,067,  of  which  about 
$56,000  was  to  be  paid  in  specie,  and  the  balance  in  loan 
office  certificates  and  other  paper. 

'  These  expressions  are  contained  in  the  deposition  of  Job  Almy,  of 
Tiverton,  in  the  famouE  libel  suit  of  Hopkios  vs.  Ward,  tried  in  Worcester 
coonty,  Mass.,  June,  neT,  and  were  uttered  in  converaatjon  nitU  Almj  upon 
a  case  in  wbieli  he  wBS  plaintiff,  and  recovered,  before  the  Superior  Court  at 
Newport  in  March,  1756.  A  report  of  the  libel  suit  is  given  in  the  Monthly 
Law  Reporter  for  October,  1869,  Vol.  22,  pp.  321-39.  On  page  SS8, 
Almy's  deposition  is  cited  in  full. 
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CHAP.  News  that  Algiers   had  declared  war  against  the 

TJnited  States  was  communicated  hy  John  Jay,  minister 
1785.  of  foreign  affairs,  to  the  several  States.  The  inteUigence 
^}'  had  reached  France  in  July,  and  been  sent  by  Paul  Jones 
to  warn  American  commerce  in  the  Mediten'anean.  Al- 
though no  formal  declaration  of  war  had  been  proclaimed, 
seizures  of  American  ve^els  were  made  by  that  piratical 
power,  and  in  the  month  of  Angast  several  were  taken, 
the  news  of  which  had  not  yet  reached  America.  The 
object  was  plunder,  and  to  place  the  United  States  under 
contribution  to  Algiers,  as  the  maritime  States  in  that 
vicinity  had  already  pennitted  themselves  to  be  abused  in 
this  way. 

The  State  of  Georgia  having  presented  to  Gen.  Greene 
a  valuable  estate,  in  token  of  his  eminent  services,  he  left 
Newport,  where  he  had  resided  since  the  peace,  and  sailed 
for  Savannah  with  his  family.  The  Treasury  Board  ap- 
29-  pointed  Joseph  Clarke,  the  State  Treasurer,  to  be  com- 
missioner of  the  Loan  oflce  for  Rhode  Island ;  he  de- 
clined, or  was  soon  succeeded  by  chief-justice  Ellery.  At 
the  October  session,  tlie  Assembly  incorporated  the  Benefl- 
Sl.  cent  Congregational  Society  of  Providence,  being  the 
fourth  Church  charter  granted  this  year,  and  the  thirteenth 
of  the  kind  in  the  history  of  the  State.  Tlie  whole  of  the 
recent  tax  was  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  general 
government,  and  ordered  to  be  paid  into  the  Loan  office, 
two-thirds  of  it  in  interest  certificates,  and  the  remainder 
in  specie  and  certificates  for  teaming  services  during  the 
war.  An  act  to  regulate  trade  was  passed,  prohibiting  all 
commerce  in  British  vessels,  except  those  bmlt  in  this 
State  on  English  account,  which  might  take  their  first 
outwai-d  cargoes  upon  the  same  terms  as  American  ships. 
The  operation  of  this  act  w^  suspended  at  the  next  ses- 
sion until  Connecticut  should  pass  a  simUar  law.  Since 
the  close  of  the  war,  Congress  Iiad  failed  to  appoint  the 
annual  thanksgiving,  and  the  observance  of  it,  although 

DeB,l.  continued  in  the    adjoining   States,  was   suspended   in 
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Khode  Island  until  this  year,  when  the  ciietom  was  re-  chap. 
vived,  and  the  day  observed  "by  appointment  of  the  As-  J^^ 
sembly.  1786. 

Tho  deplorable  condition  of  tiade,  both  foreign  and 
domestic,  indicated  tlie  neces'^ity  of  some  action  on  tho 
paxi;  of  the  States  to  adopt  "  a  unifoim  system  in  their 
commercial  regulations."  For  this  pm-pose  Virginia, 
which  had  been  the  first  to  mo^  e  m  bo  many  important 
matters,  called  for  a  convention  of  the  States  to  meet  at  ^i ' 
Annapolis  in  September,  appointed  commissoncre  on  her 
part  to  attend  it,  and  requested  Khode  Island  and  the  Feb. 
other  States  to  do  the  same.  The  baleful  influence  of 
paper  money  issues  was  soon  to  cmsh  tlie  prosperity  of 
this  State,  but  slowly  recovering,  at  best,  from  tlic  ex- 
haustion of  the  war.  Foreseeing  the  repetition  of  tlie 
petitions  for  a  paper  bant,  the  people  of  Providence  pre- 
pared a  memorial  to  the  Assembly  in  opposition  to  the 
movement,  A  paper  currency  that  should  remain  at  par 
wotild  be  a  poor  substitute  for  specie,  and  could  effect  no 
good,  while  one  that  should  depreciate  was  abhoiTent  to 
justice,  as  it  would  furnish  the  means  of  nominally  paying 
a  lai-ge  debt  with  a  reaUy  small  value.  This  argument 
was  fully  presented  m  the  raiionstrance,  -which  was 
signed  by  about  three  hundred  persons,'  The  Assembly 
rejected  the  petition  for  a  bank  by  a  vote  of  neai-ly  two  to  27. 
one.  The  State  being  without  a  representation  in  Con- 
gress, Hev.  James  Manning,  and  Gen.  Nathan  Miller 
were  appointed  delegates,  A  petition  from  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Potowomut  to  be  annexed  to  East  Greenwich  was 
laid  over,  with  an  order  of  notice  to  the  town  of  Warwick, 
to  appear  at  the  next  session  in  answei"  thereto.  Col, 
OIney  repoi'ted  a  list  of  all  the  of&eers  in  the  Ebode 
Island  line,  thirteen  in  number,  killed  during  the  war, 
and  of  the  invalids  entitled  to  pensions  under  a  late  act 
of  Congress.     The  impost  act,  for  the  benefit  of  tlie  United 

ren  in  full  in  Staples'  AnnaJa  of  Provideiico,  pp. 
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CHAP.  States,  passed  the  preceding  February,  was  repealed,  and 

.^_-^,  a  new  one  enacted,  placing  specific  duties  upon  certain 

1786.    groceries,  and  a  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem  duty  on  all 

otlier  goods.     The  collectors  were  to  be  appointed  by  the 

Assembly  and  made  accountable  to  Congi'ess.     The  act, 

like  tlie  former  one,  was  to  be  in  force  for  twenty -five 

years,  but  not  to  take  effect  till  the  other  States  had  passed 

similar  laws.     The  act  intended  to  give  Congress  power 

to  regulate  foreign  trade,  not  being  in  conformity  witli 

■^^^^  their  views,  a  resolution  upon  tliis  subject  passed  that 

body,  and  the  legislature  was  "  earnestly  solicited  to  re- 

*■      consider  their  act,"  in  a  letter  from  the  secretaiy  enclosing 

■   the  resolve.     In  consequence  of  this,  at  an  adjourned  ses- 

18.  sion  a  new  act  was  passed,  impowering  Congress  to  pro- 
hibit trade  in  this  State  with  the  vessels  of  nations  having 
no  treaties  with  the  United  States,  and  to  forbid  such  na- 
tions to  import  goods  not  of  their  own  production,  and  also 
to  regulate  trade  between  the  States.  To  encourage  home 
manufactures,  a  bounty  of  a  penny  a  poimd  upon  hemp 
and  flax,  and  of  a  shilling  a  head  for  all  sheep  raised  in 
the  State,  was  offered.  To  relieve  the  distress,  which  was 
now  so  gi-eat  that  farms  sold  at  a  quarter  of  their  value,  a 
law,  Icnown  as  the  Tender  Act,  was  passed  to  enable  the 
transfer  of  real  estate,  and  certain  personfil  effects,  at  an 
appraised  value,  in  settlementof  debts,  the  property  to  he 
redeemable  on  payment  of  the  money  and  interest  within 
one  year.  An  excise  act  was  adopted  to  secm-e  a  fund 
"  for  the  payment  of  the  pubhc  debts  "  and  current  ex- 
penses of  government.  This  law  placed  an  excise  upon 
spirits,  sugar,  tea,  &c.,  and  a  tax  on  carriages,  dogs, 
horses,  and  billiard  tables. 

Tbe  Et.  Eev.  Samuel  Seabuiy,  bishop  of  Connecticut, 

the  first  American  prelate  who  had  received  Episcopal 

15,     ordination  in  England,  officiated  for  the  first  time  in  this 

State,  at  Trinity  Church  in  Newport,  in  the  ceremony  of 

admitting  a  candidate,  John  Basset,  a  young  Scotchman, 

19.  to  tlie  priesthood.     On  the  following  Sunday  he  preached 


>v  Google 


FIRST    EPISCOPAL    CONflEMATION".  519 

in  Providence,  where,  on  his  return  from  a  visit  to  Bos-  chap. 
ton,  lie  administered  the  rite  of  confinnation  to  seventy  ,.,_^ 
persons  at  St.  John's  Church.  1T86. 

Tliere  was  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  full  rcpre-  ?" 
sentation  of  the  States  in  Congress.  Six  months  of  the 
session  had  already  passed,  and  but  seven  States  were 
present.  Ehode  Island  had  sent  no  delegates,  until  now 
that  Manning  took  his  seat,  but  without  his  colleague,  so  M&j  2. 
that  the  State  could  as  yet  have  no  vote,  and  more  than 
two  months  were  still  to  elapse  before  the  presence  of 
Miller  removed  the  disability.  In  flie  absence  of  Dr. 
Manning,  Perez  Fobcs  officiated  as  president  of  the  Col- 
lege. 

The  rising  party,  which  for  two  years  had  been  gather- 
ing strength,  prevailed  at  almost  every  point  in  the  spring 
elections.  A  new  system  was  about  to  be  inaugurated, 
more  destructive  in  its  effect  upon  the  peace  and  pros- 
perity of  the  State  than  any  which  had  yet  been  attempt- 
ed, and  whose  baleful  influence  was  to  extend  far  beyond 
the  period  when  its  name  and  objects  passed  away. 
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CHAPTER    XXIV. 


FEOM  THE  ACCESSION  OF  THE  PAPER  MONEY  PAKTT,  MAY  3d, 
1786,  TO  THE  ADOPTION  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES,  MAY  29th,  ITSO. 

y  The  triumph  of  the  paper  money  party  at  the  general 
^  election  was  complete.  One  half  of  the  assistants  and 
'■  thirty-eight  ont  of  the  seventy  deputies  were  changed. 
John  Collins  was  chosen  governor,  and  Daniel  Owen 
deputy-governor,  over  Greene  and  Bowen,  and  held  tlieir 
offices  for  four  years.  Gen.  Yarnum,  Gen.  Miller,  George 
Champlin,  and  Peleg  Arnold  were  elected  delegates  to 
Ciongress.  The  collection  of  the  last  tax,  and  the  recent 
excise  act,  were  suspended  for  the  present,  and  after  a 
warm  debate  a  paper  money  hank  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds  was  made.  The  sum  of  a  hundred  and  sixty 
thousand  was  first  proposed,  but  this  was  amended  in  the 
upper  house.  ISTewport,  Westerly,  Bristol,  and  Provi- 
dence stoutly  opposed  the  scheme,  but  in  vain,  and  tlie 
deputies  from  the  latter  town  entered  their  proteet  against 
the  act.  The  bills  were  to  be  loaned  to  the  people  accord- 
ing to  the  apportionment  of  the  last  tax,  upon  a  pledge  of 
real  estate  of  double  their  value,  and  to  be  paid  into  the 
treasury  at  the  end  of  fourteen  years.  The  Assembly  ad- 
journed on  the  fourth  day  of  the  session,  having  accom- 
plished the  worst  business  that  for  many  years  bad  stained 
the  records  of  the  State. 
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Caleb  Earrie,  who  had  been  appointed  by  Congress  CHAP, 
as  enrvejor  of  the  western  territory  on  the  part  of  Ehode  f^J; 
Island,  having  resigned,  that  body  elected  Ebenezer  Sproat  I78a. 
to  fill  the  vacancy.  ^^^ 

Gen.   Kathaniel  Greene  died  at  his  estate  in  Georgia,    June 
from  inflammation  of  the  brain,  caused  by  exposiu'e  to      ■'^■ 
the  Bun.     Ho  was  interred  in  Savannah  with  every  mark     30, 
of  respect.     Thus  at  the  early  age  of  forty-four  years, 
this  gallant  soldier,  the  saviour  of  the  South,  ■whose  fame 
stands  second  only  to  that  of  Washington,  in  all  the  quali- 
ties that  form  a  general  or  a  statesman,  passed  away. 
America  has  known  but  one  patriot  more  renowned. 
Rhode  Island  owns  no  greater  name. 

The  depreciation  of  the  new  paper  bills  commenced 
with  their  issue.  To  sustain  them  if  possible,  the  Asacm-  2G, 
bly,  by  a  kind  of  forcing  act,  subjected  any  person  who 
should  refuse  to  receive  the  bills  on  the  same  terms  as 
specie,  or  in  any  way  discourage  their  circulation,  to  a 
penalty  of  one  hundred  poimds,  and  the  loss  of  the  rights 
of  a  freeman.  The  Tender  Act  was  repealed.  The 
former  tax,  which  had  been  suspended,  was  ordered  to  be 
collected,  and  another  tax  of  the  same  amount  was  laid, 
payable  in  the  new  bills.  Jabez  Bowen  and  Samuel 
Ward  were  appointed  to  attend  the  commercial  conven-  ■ 
tion  proposed  by  Virginia. 

The  result  of  the  forcing  act  was  a  complete  stagnation 
of  business.  Merchants  discontinued  their  dealings,  and 
traders  closed  their  shops.  The  farmers,  who  had  pledged 
their  lands  for  the  paper  bills,  to  retaliate  upon  the  traders, 
refused  to  bring  their  produce  to  market.  The  distress 
occasioned  by  their  witliholding  the  necessaries  of  life 
was  so  great,  that  a  town  meeting  was  held  in  Providence,  J^J 
to  devise  meajis  of  obtaining  supplies.  It  was  recom- 
mended tliat  no  farmer  be  molested  in  bringing  his  pro- 
duce to  market  and  selling  it  upon  such  terms  as  might 
be  agreed  on  between  buyer  and  seller,  that  the  sliops  be 
opened  to  supply  any  such  persons,  and  that  the  imme- 
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CILIP.  diato  relief  of  those  in  want  of  bread,  five  hundred  dollars 
^^^  should  be  borrowed  and  sent  abroad  to  buy  com,  to  be 
1783.    sold  or  substituted  by  the  town  council.     A  liot  took 
^^    place  at  IN'ewport,  where  a  mob  attempted  to  force  the 
grain  dealers  to   sell  theh  com  for  paper  money.     At 
81.     South  Kingstown  a  meeting  was  held,  to  advise  non-inter- 
course with  the  merchants  and  traders,  and  to  call  a  State 
convention  to  further  this  design. 
■^^S-  The  requisition  of  Congress  to  meet  tlie  obligations  of 

the  cuiTent  yeai',  amounted  to  $3,777,000,  of  which  the 
Ehode  Island  quota  was  $81,377.  Of  this  sum  $46,764 
was  to  be  paid  in  specie,  and  the  balance  in  "  indents," 
or  loan  office  certificates  of  overdue  interest  on  the  do- 
mestic debt  of  the  general  government.  Tlie  coinage  of 
8.  the  United  States  was  regulated  by  the  adoption  of  the 
decimal  system,  but  the  mint  was  not  established  till  two 
months  later ;  nor  was  it  put  in  operation  till  the  follow- 
ing year,  and  then  nothing  was  coined  but  a  few  tons  of 
cents."  On  the  same  day  Congress  voted  a  monument, 
with  a  suitable  inscription,  to  the  memory  of  Jlajor-Gen- 
eral  Greene,  to  be  erected  at  the  seat  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. This,  lilie  most  of  the  resolves  of  that  body, 
was  never  eaiTied  into  effect,  and  the  only  monument  to 
the  great  chieftain  that  now  exists,  is  the  one  erected  by 
the  gi-atitude  of  the  State  of  Georgia  in  the  city  of  Savan- 
nah. 

In  consequence  of  the  meeting  at  Providence,  a  eon- 

10.     vention  of  tlie  country  towns  of  the  county  was  held  at 

Scituate  to  devise  measures  for  enforcing  tlxe  recent  bank 

act.     Tlicy  adjonmed  to  meet  with  the  State  convention 

33,     in  East  Greenwich,  at  which  sbtteen  towns  wore  rcpresent- 

'  The  die  for  tie  fi rat  United  States' cent  was  cEtabHshed  by  Congress  July 
6,  1T8T.  The  earliest  federal  coinage  were  tlio  cents  of  tiiut  year,  haTiiig 
on  one  side  13  circles  linked  together,  a  small  circle  in  tlie  middle  witli 
"  United  States  "  around  it,  "  we  are  one  "  in  the  centre  :  on  the  reverse,  a 
dial  and  Bun,  the  date,  1787,  and  "Tugio,"  with  the  words,  "  mind  your  busi- 
nesa"  below  the  dial, 
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ed.  Tl^is  convention  voted  "  to  support  the  acta  of  the  chap. 
General  Assembly,"  and  adopted  a  report,  recommending  ^^^'"■ 
that  body  to  enforce  the  penal  laws  in  favor  of  paper  1T8G. 
money,  with  further  amendments  if  such  were  needed,  and  -^"S- 
advising  the  farmers  to  withhold  their  produce  from  the 
opponents  of  the  bank.  Providence  was  represented  by 
five  of  its  sti'ongest  men,'  who,  with  two  or  three  others, 
attempted  in  vain  to  rescue  the  credit  of  the  State  by 
offering  conciliatory  propositions ;  but  no  compromise 
would  be  entertamed  by  the  excited  and  triumphant  par- 
tisans of  a  worthless  currency.  The  proceedings  were 
sent  immediately  to  the  Genei-al  Assembly,  specially  con- 
vened on  the  same  day  at  Newport  for  the  purpose  of 
passing  an  additional  forcing  act  in  favor  of  the  paper 
money.  This  act  suspended  the  usual  forms  of  justice  in 
regard  to  offenders  against  the  bajik  law,  by  requiiing  an 
immediate  trial,  withia  three  days  after  complaint  enter- 
ed, without  a  jury,  and  before  a  com-t  of  which  three 
judges  should  form  a  quorum,  whose  decision  should  bo 
final,  and  whose  judgment  should  be  instantly  complied 
with  on  penalty  of  imprisonment.  The  complaint  must 
be  made  within  ten  days  after  the  offence  was  committed, 
and  the  act  was  to  be  in  force  until  all  complaints  tliat 
should  be  made  within  ten  days  after  the  rising  of  tlie 
Assembly  had  been  tried.  The  fine  for  the  first  offence 
was  fixed  at  from  six  to  thirty  pounds,  in  the  discretion  of 
the  court,  and  for  the  second  from  ten  to  fifty  poimds. 
This  monstrous  act  of  injustice  was  carried  through  the 
legislature  by  a  large  majority,  and  the  solemn  protest 
against  it  as  a  violation  of  every  principle  of  moral  and 
civil  right,  of  the  charter,  of  the  articles  of  confederation, 
of  treaty  obligations,  and  of  every  idea  of  honor  or  honesty 
entertained  among  men,  that  was  presented  by  the  depu- 
ties from  Providence,  ^Newport,  New  Shoreham,  Bristol, 
and  Wan-en  was  rejected,  and  not  allowed  to  appear  upon 

'  David  Howell,  Welcome  Arnold,  William  Rbodea,  Jabez  Bowen  and 
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CHAP,  the  j-ecords.  As  if  to  add  one  more  proof  of  folly  and  of 
5^3^  paa-tisan  infatuation  to  this  reeklesa  legislation,  it  was  re- 
1786.  solved  that  the  arrears  of  continental  taxes  might  be  paid 
in  the  new  paper  currency.  The  popular  passion  which 
in  Massachusetts  had  already  begun  to  be  displayed  in 
armed  resistance  to  the  process  of  law,  in  Ehode  Island 
assumed  the  forms  of  law  to  do  equal  violence  to  private 
rights.  A  convention  of  all  tlie  towns  in  Providence  coun- 
Sept  ty  met  at  Smithfield  to  consult  upon  further  meaaiu'cs  of 
■'  hostility  towards  the  merchants,  wliom  they  accused  of 
exporting  specie,  and  thus  causing  the  distresses  of  the 
State.  A  plan  of  "  State  Trade "  was  proposed,  to  be 
submitted  to  the  General  Assembly,  and  the  governor  was 
requested  to  call  a  special  session  for  the  purpose.  The 
plan  was  for  the  State  to  provide  vessels  and  import  goods 
on  its  own  account,  under  direction  of  a  committee  of  the 
legislature ;  that  produce,  lumber,  and  labor,  as  well  as 
money,  should  be  received  in  payment  of  taxes,  and  thus 
furnish  the  cargoes  in  return  for  which  specie  and  gooas 
could  be  obtained.  Interest  certificates  were  no  longer  to 
be  received  in  payment  of  duties,  but  the  private  im- 
porters were  to  be  compelled  to  pay  them  in  money.  Tlie 
act  maldng  notes  of  hand  negotiable  was  to  be  repealed, 
and  the  statute  of  limitations  shortened  to  two  years. 
Such  were  some  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Smithfield 
convention.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  Gov.  ColHns  did 
not  call  a  special  session  to  consider  this  absurd  and  agra- 
rian scheme. 

While  the  impracticable  idea  of  a  State  trade  was 
being  discussed  in  the  interior  of  Providence  county,  the 
11.  national  trade  convention  assembled  at  Annapolis,  Nine 
States  had  appointed  delegates  to  tliis  meeting,  but  those 
from  five  only  were  in  attendance,  Jabez  Bowen  was  on 
his  way,  but  did  not  arrive  in  time  to  represent  Rhode 
Island.  The  delegates  took  no  definite  action,  but  made 
U-  a  report  advising  a  general  convention  to  be  held  at  Phil- 
adelphia in  Kay,  to  discuss  a  plan  for  enlarging  the  powers 
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of  Congress  as  well  a 
country. 

The  forcing  acta  speedily  provoked  litigation  to  test  1786. 
their  validity  and  constitutionality,  Jolin  Trevett,  of  ^5*' 
iN'ewport,  entered  a  complaint  before  Paul  Mumford,  chief- 
justice  of  the  Superior  Court,  against  John  Weeden,  a 
butcher,  of  the  same  place,  for  refusing  to  receive  paper 
money  at  par  in  payment  for  meat.  The  excitement 
throughout  the  State  was  intense,  and  a  gi'eat  concoiu'se 
of  spectators  wei'e  present  at  the  trial,  which  took  place  25. 
before  a  full  bench.  Gen.  Yamum  and  Henry  Marchant 
appeared  for  the  defendant,  Varnnm  opened  the  plead- 
ings. In  a  long  and  very  able  argument,  of  nearly  three 
hours,  he  showed  the  unconstitutional  character  of  the 
biU,  and  the  dangerous  precedent  sought  to  be  established 
thereby.  Henry  Goodwin,  who,  the  next  year,  succeeded 
William  Channing  as  attorney-general,  was  counsel  for 
the  complainant.  He  argued  in  favor  of  the  acts,  and 
contended  that  no  bill  of  rights  existed  in  this  State  which 
they  could  violate.  Marchant  closed  the  case  with  a  brief 
tribute  to  the  exhaxistive  eloquenceof  his  colleagnej  affirm- 
ing that  he  could  add  no  more  to  what  had  already  been 
said.  Two  of  the  Jodges  also  spoke  against  the,  acts ;  tlie 
other  three  were  of  the  same  mind ;  and  when  the  next 
morning  Judge  Howell  dehvered  the  opinion  of  the  court,  26, 
declaring  the  acts  to  be  nnconstitutional  and  void,  and 
dismissing  the  complaint  against  Weeden  ^  a  matter  not 
within  their  jurisdiction,  one  universal  shont  of  approba- 
tion rang  through  the  crowded  court-house. 

Just  at  this  time  Manning  and  Miller  wrote  from  New  28. 
York,  where  a  paper  bank  had  also  been  made,  that  Con- 
gress would  not  receive  any  State  bills  in  payment  of 
tlieir  requisitions,  and  that  the  acts  of  Rhode  Island  in 
this  r^pect  had  brought  great  discredit  upon  the  State. 
The  discontent  in  Massachusetts  extended  to  New  Hamp- 
shire, where  an  armed  mob  at  Exeter  demanded  from  the 
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CHAP.  legislature  a  rsmission  of  taxes,  and  also  what  was  virtu- 

■^^^-  ally  the  same  thing,  aii  immediate  issue  of  paper  money. 

1786.  But  the  Assembly  of  Bhode  Island,  whose  political 

onmipotenee  was  no  idle  boast,  as  we  have  occasionally 
Been  in  these  pages,  when  private  persons  had  given  them 
offence,  could  not  brook  this  interference  of  the  highest 
judicial  tribunal  with  what  they  deemed  their  vested  pre- 
rogative of  control  over  all  the  interests  and  concerns  of 

Oct.  2.  the  State.  A  special  session  was  immediately  convened 
at  IJ"ewport.  Their  first  business  was  to  summon  the 
judges  before  them  "  to  assiga  the  reasons  and  grounds  " 
of  the  late  decision.'  Tliree  of  the  judges  obeyed  the 
summons,  but  the  other  two  being  detained  by  sickness, 
the  hearing  was  postponed  till  the  next  session.  Anothei- 
act  "  to  stimulate  and  give  efficacy  to  the  paper  bills," 
and  known  as  the  Test  Act-,  was  prepared  and  sent  to 
every  town  to  obtain  the  sense  of  the  people  thereupon, 
before  making  it  a  law.  This  indicated  a  little  caution, 
learned  from  the  decision  of  the  co\irt ;  although  the  new 
bill  was  BO  full  of  disgraceful  reflections  upon  the  oppo- 
nents of  paper  money,  and  the  oatli  prescribed  therein  as 
a  test  of  party  allegiance,  was  so  stringent  that  but  three 
towns,  one  in  Wellington  and  two  in  Providence  coimties, 
were  found  so  benighted  as  to  give  it  their  assent.     An 

'  No  language  can  eonyej  so  correct  an  idea  of  the  nrrogance  of  this 
summons  as  tlia  resolution  iteelf.  It  reads  thus:  "Wliereas  it  appes,rs  that 
the  Honorable,  the  Justices  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Judicature,  Court  of 
Assize,  &c.,  at  the  last  September  term  of  the  said  Court,  iu  the  county  of 
Newport,  have  by  a  judgment  of  the  said  Court,  declared  and  adjudged  an 
Act  of  the  Supreme  Legislature  of  this  State  to  be  u  ns  a  na  nd  o 
absolutelj  TOid.     And  whereas  it  is  suggested  that  th  said      dgm  n 

is  unprecedented  in  this  State,  and  maj  tend  to  ab  h  h    h    Legi 
Authority  thereof,  it  is  therefore  voted  and  resolved,  Th       U    h    Juat 
of  the  said  Court  be  forthwith  cited  by  the  Sheriffs  of  h  u     CiS 

in  which  they  live,  or  may  be  found,  to  give  their  imm  di       a     n 
this  Assembly,  to  assign  the  reasons  and  grounds  of  the  aforesaid  judgment , 
and  that  the  clerk  of  the  said  Court  tie  directed  to  attend  this  Assembly  at 
the  same  time,  irith  the  Records  of  the  said  Court  which  relate  to  the  said 
judgment." 
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effort  at  conciliation  was  made  in  the  lower  house  by  the  ceap. 
appointment  of  a  "  committee  of  ways  and  means  to  give  ,  _^.^Z.'t 
credit  to  the  paper  money,"  in  which  the  opposition  were  1T86, 
fairly  represented ;  but  their  report  was  rejected,  and  the  ^^*''  '^■ 
f  adjourned, 

i  were  held  in  all  the  towns  to  discuBS  the 
"  Test  Act,"  which  was  only  another  forcing   act  in  a 
most  odious  form,  subjecting  private  property  to  the  will 
of  the  Assembly,  and  punishing  with   disfranchisement 
whoever  should  reftise  to  take  the  oath  to  receive  the 
paper  bills  at  the  same  rate  as  silver  or  gold.     In  Provi-      17. 
dence  a  committee,  appointed  to  draft  instructions  for     18. 
their  deputies,  reported  the  next  day,  showing  at  great 
lengtli  wherein  the  proposed  measni'e  w^  iinlawful,  un- 
just, and  impolitic'     The  citizens  of  Bristol  also  instructed     3i. 
their  deputies  to  oppose  it.     Newport  did  the  same,  and 
BO  in  fact  did  nearly  every  town  in  the  State. 

To  gaiTison  tlie  frontier  posts,  a  standing  force  of  seven 
hundred  men  had  been  kept  up  since  the  peace.  The 
Indians  on  the  north-western  border  were  at  war,  and 
Congress  voted  to  add  thirteen  hundred  and  forty  men  to  20. 
the  aiiny,  of  whom  Rhode  Island  was  to  furnish  one  hun- 
di-ed  and  twenty.  The  expense  of  this  force,  estimated  at 
$530,000,  was  apportioned  among  the  States.  The  amount  ai, 
to  be  raised  by  this  State  was  $11,390.  The  Assembly  Nov. 
enlisted  the  men  to  serve  for  three  years.'  Every  town  in 
the  State,  except  North  Kingstown,  Scituate,  and  Foster, 
having  rejected  the  test  act,  it  was  voted  down  by  the 
lower  house  almost  unanimously.  The  session  lasted  but 
one  week,  only  foiu'  days  of  which  were  occupied  with 
business,  a  storm  having  delayed  the  arrival  of  a  quorum 
imtil  the  thii'd  day.  The  same  reason  probably  prevented 
the  attendance  of  Judge  Gilbert  Dovol,  and  the  ehief-jus- 

'  S«e  Staples'  Araifds,  pp.  S06-311. 

^  The  oiHceraofthiaoocpa  were  Major  William  Allan,  Capts.  John  Holdcn, 
David  Sayles,  Liauta.  Henry  Sherman,  Beojamiu  Sherburne,  Ensign  George 
Tilliughast 
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CHAP,  tice,  whose  illness  at  the  previous  session  had  caused  the 
^^J3^  postponement  of  tlie  inquiiy  into  tlie  conduct  of  the  court. 
1786.    The  other  three  judges  answered  the  summons.     Their 
■    examination  was  the  chief  business  of  tlie  session.     Judge 
Howell  defended  the  opinion  of  the  Bench  in  an  able  ar- 
gument upon  the  imconstitutionaHty   of  the  hill,  and 
asserted  the  independence  of  the  com't ;  contending  that 
the  Supreme  Judiciary  of  the  State  were  not  accountable 
to  the  Genei'al  Assembly  or  to  any  other  power  on  earth, 
for  tlieir  judgments.    His  associates,  Joseph  Hazard  and 
Thomas  Tiilinghast,  eoneurred  in  these  views.     The  As- 
sembly "  Eesolved,  tliat  no  satisfactory  reasons  had  been 
rendered  by  them  for  their  judgment,"  but  aa  there  was 
4-      no  ground  for  impeachment,  discharged  them  from  fur- 
ther attendance  on  this  business. 

Although  the  scarcity  of  money  was  so  gi-eat  that 
land  rents  were  paid  in  com,  and  bai-ter  became  almost 
the  only  mode  of  ti-ade^  industrial  pursuits  were  not  neg- 
lected, and  domestic  manufactures  were  encouraged  by 
acts  of  legislation.  The  infancy  of  American  cotton  spin- 
ning, dates,  ftom  tliis  period.  Attempts  at  producing 
16.  machinery  suitable  for  the  purpose  were  aided  by  the 
legislature  of  Massachusetts,  A  company  was  soon  form- 
ed in  Providence  to  prosecute  the  business.'  The  first 
spinning  jenny  constructed  in  the  United  States,  was 
made  by  them.  It  had  twenty-eight  spindles,  made  by 
Daniel  Jackson,  an  ingenious  coppersmith  in  Providence. 
A  carder,  and  spinning  frame  were  also  procured,  and  the 
machinery  was  set  to  work,  the  following  year,  in  the 
chamber  of  the  market-house,  upon  the  manufacti^re  of 
ieans,  a  fabric  having  linen  warp  and  cotton  iilling.' 

'  Daniel  Acthoay,  Andrew  Dexter  and  Lewis  Peck,  were  the  copaptners 
in  this  first  enterprise  in  tliat  department  t«  which  the  Slate  now  owes  so, 
much  of  ilB  piospeiity  and  importance. 

'  A  more  detailed  account  of  the  origin  and  rise  of  the  manufacturing 
interest  in  Khode  Island  than  thehmits  of  this  work  will  permit,  is  contained 
in  a  series  of  "  Letters  from  the  Pawtuiet,"  recently  publishod  in  the  Prov- 
idence Jonrnal,  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Henry  Eousemaniere,  of  Warwick, 
which  deserves  to  be  embodied  in  a  more  permanent  form. 


„Google 


shay's    BEBELLION. — REPUDIATION    BEGUS.  529 

Ko  thanksgiving  was  appointed  in  Rhode  Mand  this  ^^f^- 
year,  but  the  people  of  Bristol  kept  the  festival  on  the  ^_-v— ^ 
day  observed  in  Maasaelinsetts.     The  insurrection  led  by    l^^^- 
Daniel  Shays,  had  now  reached  an  alarming  height.     He 
occupied  "Worceater  with  more  than  a  thousand  men,  pre-      ^^ 
venting  the  sitting  of  the  court  in  that  town,  and  also  at 
Springfield.     Gov.  Bowdoin  called  ont  four  thousand 
militia  under  Gen.  Lincoln  to  suppress  the  revolt.     The 
difficulties  continued  through  the  winter,  and  many  bor- 
der towna  of  the  adjoining  States  sympathized  with  the 
insurgents  in  their  hostOity  to  courts  of  law. 

The  Assembly  adopted  some  of  the  reeommcndations  25. 
of  the  Smithfield  convention,  by  shortening  the  statute  i7g7_ 
of  hmitations  to  two  years,  and  requiring  actions  on  notes  Jan.  6. 
of  hand  to  be  brought  in  the  name  of  the  original  promisee. 
They  also  re-enacted  the  excise  law,  and  raised  the  import 
duty  to  five  per  cent.  The  petition  of  Deputy-Governor 
Owen  and  others,  praying  for  "  the  exclusive  privilege  of 
a  coinage  for  this  State,  for  the  period  of  twelve  years," 
was  granted.  The  forcing  acta,  pronounced  void  by  the 
court,  were  formally  repealed,  and  the  penalty  of  death 
was  denounced  against  counterfeiters  of  the  paper  money. 
Gen.  Vai'num  and  Peleg  Arnold  were  requested  to  take 
their  seats  as  delegates  in  Congress.  The  treasurer  was 
ordered  to  pay  off  one-fourth  part  of  the  State  debt,  cer- 
tain described  paper,  called  foiu- per  cent,  notes,  excepted, 
in  the  bills  received  for  taxes,  and  to  endorse  the  payment 
on  the  notes. 

Tliis  act  was  nothing  less  than  a  fraud  upon  the  credi- 
tors of  the  State.  However  honest  the  original  intentions 
of  the  paper  money  party  may  have  been — and  that  many 
of  its  supporters  really  imagined  that  this  currency  would 
relieve  tlie  public  burdens  for  a  time,  until  returning  pros- 
perity should  enable  the  State  and  the  people  fully  to 
dischai-ge  their  contracte,  there  can  be  no  doubts— this,  and 
subsequent  acts  of  a  hke  nature  on  the  part  of  the  Assem- 
bly, and  the  advantage  that  was  taken  by  individuala  to 
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CHAP,  effect  a  nominal  payment  of  debts  with  these  greatly  de- 
SxlT.  prgpiated  bills,  indicate  too  clearly  the  ultimate  design 
1787.    entertained  by   the   dominant  party.      The  paper  had 
■'^-     already  depreciated  to  six  paper  dollars  for  one  of  Eilrer. 
The  newspapers  were  filled  by  the  Judges  of  Common 
Pleas  with  notices  of  deposits  of  lawful  money  bills  made 
with  them  by  certain  persons,  who  had  "  in  all  respects 
complied  with  the  law  respecting  the  paper  currency," 
for  the  full  payment  of  their  debts.     The  madness  of 
party  spirit  displayed  upon  this  question  was  eqnalled 
only  by  that  which,  a  few  months  later,  upon  a  still  more 
important  matter,  brought  the  State  to  the  very  verge  of 
civil  war.     The  insurrection  of  Shays  was  at  this  moment 
proving  that  ",no  desperately  indebted  people  can  long 
endure  a  regular,  sober  government,"  and  we  can  scarcely 
be  surprised  at  the  sympathy  with  this  reckless  outlaw, 
which  we  shall  soon  see  was  manifested  by  the  Assembly. 
Owing  to  the  depreciation  of  the  bills,  the  town  of 
Cranston,  finding  it  impossible  to  support  their  poor  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  the  State,  directed  their  auditors 
20-     to  settle  tlie  accounts  "  upon  principle  of  equity,  having 
due  regai-d  to  the  value  of  paper  money  at  the  time  when 
such  aceoimts  are  exhibited,"  and  drew  up  a  petition  to 
the  Assembly  against  the  "  bank  "  laws. 
Feb.  ^  jjg-^p  qiiestion  was  about  to  arise  yet  more  dlffleiilt 

in  its  solution,  and  more  important  in  its  rcsidta.  Con- 
Si.  gress  passed  a  resolution  approviog  of  the  convention  that 
was  to  meet  at  Philadelphia  in  May,  to  revise  the  consti- 
tution, and  recommending  the  States  to  appoint  delegates 
to  attend  it.  Henceforth  these  two  elements  of  strife 
were  so  completely  mingled,  that  it  is  often  difficult  to 
distinguish  between  them,  and  the  more  so  as  tlie  promi- 
nent men  of  the  paper  money  party,  and  the  States' 
Eights  party  were  nearly  the  same,  while  their  opponents 
in  the  hard  money  party  were  mostly  those  who  favored 
the  constitution,  and  who  were  loiown  somewhat  later  as 
the  Federal  party.     Yet  the  principles  involved  in  tlie 
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two  questions  were  entirely  distinct, 
sary  connection  between  repudiation  and  State  Eights, 
between  a  specie  basis  for  contracts  and  a  Federal  con-    1787. 
stitution.     One  set  of  tliese  opposing  pi-inciples  was  local, 
or  State,  the  other  national  in  its  application ;  but  for 
the  present,  the  struggle  was  mainly  between  the  two 
money  parties.     A  new  journal,   called    the    ISTewport    '^^■ 
Herald,  was  established  in  Newport  by  Peter  Edes,  to 
oppose  the  measures  of  the  paper  money  pai'ty.     The 
March  term  of  the  Superior  Court  wae  adjourned  for      ''■ 
three  weeks  by  the  chief  justice.     The  reason  assigned, 
was  the  embarrassment  in  the  administration  of  justice, 
on  account  of  the  continued  depreciation  of  the  paper 
currency,  and  that  the  ABsembly  might  hare  an  oppor- 
tunity of  remedying  the  evil. 

The  proceedings  of  this  Assembly  were  remarkable.  13. 
Jacob  Eiehardson,  postmaster  of  Newpoit,  was  summoned 
before  them  on  accoimt  of  an  alleged  insult  to  Gov.  Col- 
lins in  taking  from  him  two  oiEeial  letters,  and  refusing 
to  deliver  them  without  first  having  the  postage  paid, 
Eichai'dson  was  dismissed  upon  agi'eeing  to  sign  a  paper, 
asking  pardon  of  the  governor  and  the  Assembly  for  his 
conduct.  Tlie  repeal  of  the  city  charter  of  Newport,  was 
anotlier  act  of  despotic  authority.  A  petition  for  tliis 
piu^ose  had  been  presented  in  October,  signed  by  one 
hundred  and  four  persons,  representing  only  about  one- 
seventeenth  part  of  the  city  tax,  and  was  opposed  by  the 
remonstrance  of  more  than  four  hundred  citizens  of  that 
place.  The  lower  house  had  pa^ed  a  resolution,  gi-anting 
the  petition,  but  the  upper  house  or  Senate  referred  the 
subject  to  the  present  session,  when  a  hearing  was  had 
before  them,  the  resolution  of  the  deputies  was  concurred 
in,  and  the  charter  of  Newport  taken  away.  It  is  said 
that  the  real  cause  of  the  repeal  was  a  controversy  between 
the  city  and  Nicholas  Easton,  with  respect  to  tlie  right  of 
tailing  gravel  from  Easton's  beach.  Eofercee  of  high 
character  ia  Connecticut,  had  decided  infavor  of  the  city. 
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CHAP,  aud  Mr.  Easton,  whose  influence  with  the  Assembl; 
,„^  very  great,  adopted  this  mode  of  expressing  his  (' 
178T.  faction.'  Yet  more  singidar  was  the  course  adopted  in 
i-egard  to  official  communications,  from  Congress  and  the 
State  of  llassachusetts,  that  were  submitted  by  the  gov- 
ernor. The  former  letter,  with  two  others  from  Virginia 
and  l^orth  Carolina,  presented  at  the  same  time,  related 
to  the  constitutional  convention  soon  to  be  held  in  Phila- 
delphia. It  was  moved  to  appoint  delegates  to  that  con- 
vention. In  the  debate  that  ensued,  the  majority  ex- 
pressed a  great  regard  for  the  articles  of  confederation, 
and  declared  their  imwiUingnesa  to  interfere  with  the 
present  system.  Ihe  motion  was  defeated  by  a  majority 
of  twenty-three  votes.  To  test  the  sincerity  of  this  pro- 
fession, one  of  the  minority  then  moved  the  passage  of  an 
act  to  assess  this  State's  pi'oportion  of  the  continental  tax 
as  required  by  Congress  imder  the  said  articles  ;  but  the 
act  was  not  adopted,  and  the  subject  of  the  requisition 
was  postponed.  Tlie  Massachusetts  letter  contained  a 
request  for  fssistancc  in  arresting  the  leaders  of  the  late 
insun-ection,  some  of  whom  had  fled  to  Ehode  Island.  A 
motion  that  the  governor  issue  his  proclamation  for  their 
apprehension,  was  lost  by  a  majority  of  twenty-two.  The 
sympathi^  of  the  dominant  party  wei'e  made  apparent 
by  these  votes. 

But  a  greater  act  of  wrong  and  inj  ustice  was  yet  to  be 
performed.  A  committee  appointed  in  October  to  in- 
quire into  the  origin  and  condition  of  the  State  debt,  and 
the  remedies  to  be  applied  thereto,  made  a  report  that 
there  was  due  in  notes  of  the  treasurer,  bearing  six  per 
cent,  interest,  the  sum  of  £106,976  13s.  3d.,  and  in  notes 
at  four  per  cent,  interest,  £46,071  is.  6d.,  making  £153,- 
047  15fi  9d.;'  that  the  eix  per  cent,  notes  were  given  for 
money  loaned,  for  soldiers'  wages  and  depreciation  of 
wages,  and  for  debts  due  from  the  confiscated  estates ;  hut 

'  Bull's  Memoirs  of  Rhode  laland.  '  Equal  to  §510,159,30. 
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that  some  of  these  notes  were  also  given  for  continental  CHAP, 
money,  wliieh  was  paid  out  of  tlie  treasury  to  individuals,  .^^^ 
on  whose  hands  it  had  greatly  depreciated,  and  for  this  1787. 
reason  all  of  the  six  per  cent,  notes  should  in  equity  be  "*"■ 
subject  to  a  deduction.  To  this  it  was  replied,  that  the 
State  had  received  specie  from  many  of  the  holders,  and 
that  as  the  notes  had  been  consolidated,  the  whole  of  them 
expressed  the  real  value  of  what  had  been  received  by 
the  pubhc.  This  was  admitted,  and  no  deduction  was 
made  from  the  principal  sum.  The  committee  further  re- 
ported that  the  four  per  cent,  notes  were  issued  in  pay- 
ment of  debte  due  from  government  in  1777,  and  passed 
as  money,  and  in  this  state  suffered  depreciation.  They 
recommended  that  the  scale  be  applied  to  them,  and  they 
be  redeemed  at  the  rate  of  forty  dollars  of  the  notes  for 
one  dollar  of  paper  money.  Abillfor  this  purpose  passed  1^- 
the  House,  hut  was  lost  in  the  Senate.  A  resolution  was 
then  adopted  to  ascertain  the  value  that  was  given  for  17. 
them  hy  the  present  lioldera,  to  form  the  basis  of  a  settle- 
ment, and  tbe  whole  report,  thus  amended,  was  referred  to 
the  next  session,  with  an  order  that  a  copy  of  it  should  he 
sent  to  every  town,  that  the  deputies  might  be  instructed  hy 
their  constituents  on  the  subject.  The  report  being  thus 
disposed  of,  an  amendment  of  the  act  of  December  was 
passed,  having  in  view  what  was  a  virtual  repudiation  of 
nearly  tlie  whole  debt.  The  four  per  cent,  notes,  which 
had  before  been  excepted,  were  now  included  in  an  act  for 
paying  off  in  paper  money,  one-fourth  part  of  the  State 
debt.  All  holders  of  State  securities  were  required  to 
present  them  to  the  treasurer  within  six  weeks,  and  re- 
ceive five  shillings  in  the  pound  thereupon,  or  to  forfeit 
that  amount,  and  interest  was  to  cease  immediately  upon 
the  rising  of  the  Assembly.  The  paper  was  now  passing 
at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  for  one  of  silver.  To  meet  in 
some  measure  the  difficulties  that  had  caused  the  Superior 
Coui-t  to  adjourn,  a  hill  was  proposed  by  the  minority, 
egal  tender  at  the  rate  of  four  for  one.     It  was 
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CHAP,  thought  that  thia  measure  would,  to  some  extent,  restore 
^~3i  credit  to  the  ciu'reiiey,  and  harmony  to  the  State,  but  it 
1787.  was  rejected  in  the  House  by  a  majority  of  seventeen.  A 
proposition  to  refer  it  to  the  people  -was  also  lost.  Many 
persons  out  of  the  State  had  attempted  to  avail  themBelvea 
of  tlie  provisions  of  the  act  for  emitting  paper  money,  by 
'  the  hills  with  the  Justices  of  Common  Pleas  in 


Mar. 


payment  of  their  dehts  to  citizens  of  Rhode  Island,  pre- 
cisely as  the  inhabitants  had  done.  But  this  was  not 
allowed,  and  the  justices  were  required  to  return  to  the 
debtors  the  sums  thus  received. 

A  tax  of  twenty  thousand  poimds  was  ^sessed.  An 
act  to  alter  and  reduce  the  representation,  so  that  each 
town  should  send  but  two  deputies,  was  referred  to  the 
people  for  a  decision,  and  ultimately  defeated.  A  statute 
to  prevent  bribery  at  elections  was  passed,  prescribing  a 
fonn  of  oath  or  affii-mation  to  be  taken  by  all  freemen. 
At  the  close  of  the  session,  about  two  o'clocit  on  Sunday 
morning,  a  bill  was  brought  in  to  tlie  lower  house  to  pre- 
vent attomeys-at-law  from  being  eligible  as  members  of 
the  Assembly.  This  was  an  attempt  to  revive  an  old 
statute,  passed  nearly  sixty  years  before,  and  repealed 
almost  immediately.  In  the  present  case,  it  did  not  pro- 
ceed so  far,  but  was  withdrawn  by  tlie  mover.  The  As- 
sembly then  adjourned  after  a  brief  but  stormy  and  most 
disastrous  session.  The  rival  parties,  more  than  ever  ex- 
asperated against  each  other,  a  natural  result  of  the  vio- 
lent measures  carried  by  tlie  majority  over  the  superior 
ability  and  skill  in  parliamentary  debate,  of  a  compact 
and  resolute  minority,  now  separated,  to  prepare  for 
another  bitter  struggle  in  the  spring  elections. 

The  people  of  Neivport  returaed  to  the  old  form  of 
town  government,  which  continued  for  sixty-six  years.' 
The  Superior  Court  at  Newport,  four  judges  present,  de- 
chned  to  try  any  case  in  which  a  large  sum  was  involved. 

'  The  City  of  Newport  was  inoorpocated  the  second  time  at  tiie  May 
BeadOQ,  1S53,  and  tbe  cliarter  was  adopted  on  tlie  20tli  May. 
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Tile  next  week,  at  the  term  for  Washington  county,  a  full  chap- 
court  was  present  for  the  first  time  euiee  the  decision  -^^^^■ 
against  the  yalidity  of  the  penal  law.  More  than  twenty  178T. 
bills  in  equity  for  the  redemption  of  mortgaged  estates  -^P"* 
were  on  file.  The  suitors  came  prepared  with  paper 
money,  in  handkerchiefs  and  pillow  eases,  to  redeem  their 
lands.  One  bag  filled  with  more  than  fourteen  thousand 
dollars,  was  brought  to  redeem  a  single  estate.  It  was 
moved  that  the  court  cause  the  bills  to  ho  counted,  and 
the  tender  to  he  recorded  by  the  clerk.  In  the  argument 
upon  this  motion,  the  court  held  that  they  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  money  before  rendition  of  judgment,  nor  waa 
it  for  tliem  to  he  instrumental  in  proving  a  tender.  The 
parties  then  had  the  bills  counted  by  private  persons  ont 
of  coui-t,  hoping  thus  to  avail  themeolves  of  the  act  hy 
proving  a  tender.  But  the  court  refused  to  tiy  any  cause 
of  the  kind,  and  referred  them  all  over  to  the  next  term. 
Tlnis  the  important  question,  whether  paper  money  sh  ould 
be  received  at  par  in  redemption  of  mortgages,  and  pay- 
ment of  eonti'aets,  devolved  upon  the  new  court  to  be 
elected  by  the  next  Assembly. 

A  violent  article  from  the  l^ewport  Herald,  upon  the 
proceedings  of  the  General  Assembly  at  their  late  session, 
was  copied  into  a  newspaper  in  New  York,  with  a  caption      6. 
and  comments  insulting  to  the  State.     The  lihode  Island 
delegates  in  Congress  appealed  to  Gov.  Clinton  to  rebuke     T. 
rraneis  Ohilds,  the  printer,  for  the  publication  of  a  libel. 
Their  letter  was  laid  before  the  legislature  of  New  York. 
Childs  defended  himself  in  a  subsequent  article,  more      9. 
hitter  than  the  first.    The  delegates  had  adopted  the 
wrong  course  to  vindicate  the  State,  for  a  libel  was  a 
matter  for  the  courts,  not  for  an  Assembly  to  recognize, 
and  the  State  had  given  too  serious  an  occasion  for  all 
that  the  articles  contained.     But  this  external  assault  pro- 
duced  the   effect  that   abuse,   whether  merited  or  not, 
usually  exerts,  especially  when  coming  from  those  who     is. 
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CHAP,  have  no  concern  in  the  matter ;  it  etrengtliencd  the  paper 
,^,.^;  money  party  at  the  town  elections. 

178'r,  The  rehellion  in  Massaeushetts  being  quelled,  the  new 

^"     levies,  ordered  by  Congress  ostensibly  to  act  against  the 
Indians,  but  really  to  sustain  the  government  in  that 
3i     State,  were  dismissed.     A  committee  appointed  in  Provi- 
dence to  consider  the  two  bills  referred  to  the  people  by 
SO,     the  Assembly  in  March,  presented  an  elaborate  report 
against  any  alteration  of  the  representation,'  and  another 
upon  the  State  debt,  vindicating  the  validity  of  the  whole 
outstanding  claims,  but  declining  to  instruct  the  deputies 
upon  the  details  of  the  subject,  leaving  it  to  their  candor 
to  decide  upon  it  with  impartial  justice.' 
May  3  The  triumphant  party  in  the  General  Assembly,  pro- 

ceeded to  procure  the  judicial  sanction  for  their  acts,  by 
removing  four  of  the  judges  of  tlie  Supei-ior  Court.  Chief 
Justice  Humford  was  the  only  one  retained.  Before  the 
revolution,  the  naval  ofBcei-s  were  appointed  by  the  gov- 
ernor. Since  that  time  the  Intendants  of  Trade  were  an- 
nually chosen  by  the  Assembly,  This  power  was  now 
restored  to  tlie  governor,  who  was  made  sole  arbiter  of 
trade  and  commerce,  with  the  power  to  appoint  deputies 
at  all  the  porta  to  discharge  the  duties  of  Intendants  of 
Trade,  for  whose  conduct  in  oifice  he  vras  to  be  responsi- 
ble. 

Congress  now  proceeded  in  earnest  to  settle  the  accounts 

T.      of  the  States  with  the  general  government,  and  directed 

the  Treasury  Board  to  appoint  five  commissioners  for  that 

purpose.     lu  July,  Koyal  llintwas  appointed  for  the  four 

eastern  States, 

25.  The  convention  at  Philadelphia  organized  vdth  dele- 

'  Sea  staples'  Annala,  pp.  313-318. 

"  la  conclusion  the  committee  saj,  "When  (lie  State  ehnll  find  itself  ia 
a  condition  to  perform  some  of  its  promises,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  criti- 
cise and  higgle  about  their  exact  value  ;  for,  in  the  opinion  of  your  commit- 
tee, there  is  much  good  sonso  io  the  Italian  proverb,  that  '  an  acre  of  per- 
formaace  is  vx/rth  the  whole  land  of  promise."    Prov.  Gazette,  19  May,  Vl%t. 
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gates  from  seven.  States.  Four  other  States  soon  appear-  chap. 
ed.  The  membera  from  New  Hampshke  had  not  yet  _^ 
been  appointed,  and  did  not  take  their  seats  until  July,  1787, 
after  which  time  Ehode  Island  alone  was  without  a  repre- 
sentation in  that  body.  The  absence  of  these  two  States  in 
the  earlier  stages  of  the  convention  was  fortunate,  for  in 
the  preliminary  discussions,  two  parties  appeared.  Sis 
States  desired  a  national  government,  while  five  favored 
a  State  rights  policy.  The  interest  of  the  smaller  States, 
inclined  them  to  take  the  latter  view,  bo  that  had  these 
two  States  been  present,  the  party  that  sought  merely  to 
amend  the  existing  articles  of  confederation,  would  have 
had  a  majority,  and  the  great  difficulty  that  was  found  in. 
removing  the  objections  of  the  smaller  States,  might  have 
proved  insurmountable.  A  letter  from  the  merchants  of 
Providence  was  read  in  the  convention,  approving  of  its 
object,  and  pledging  their  eiForta  to  secure  tlie  adoption 
of  the  constitution  by  the  State  of  Ehode  Island. 

At  the  adjom-ned  session  of  the  Assembly,  a  motion  to  June 
appoint  delegates  to  the  federal  convention  passed  the 
Senate,  but  was  defeated  in  the  lower  house  by  a  majority 
of  seventeen  votes.  The  federal  party  was  now  distinctly 
organized,  keeping  steadily  in  view  tlie  national  relations 
of  the  State,  and  finally  succeeding,  after  three  years  of 
conflict,  in  bringing  Ehode  Island  into  the  Union.  A  bill 
to  repeal  aU  acts  repugnant  to  the  treaty  with  Great 
Britain,  recommended  by  Congi-ess  as  a  pre-requisite  for 
the  evacuation  of  the  fi-ontier  posts,  which  were  still  held 
by  England  as  a  guarantee  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  treaty 
by  the  United  States,  also  passed  the  Senate,  and  was  de- 
feated in  the  House  by  a  majority  of  ten.  Kouse  J. 
Helme  and  John  Jenckes  were  appointed  to  complete  the 
accounts  of  the  State  against  the  General  Government, 
preparatory  to  the  visit  of  the  treasury  commissioners. 
By  a  report  made  at  this  session,  it  appears  that  about 
twenty-seven  thousand  pounds  of  the  State  debt  had  been 
discharged  under  the  late  act,  with  about  thirteen  thou- 
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CHAP,  Band  pounds  of  paper  money,  and  that  some  of  the  credi- 
_^^  tors,  having  refused  to  receive  it,  had  forfeited  their  claims. 
1767.  Another  quarter  part  of  the  six  per  cent,  notes  was  or- 
dered to  be  paid  in  the  same  way,  whether  the  paiiies 
had  received  their  bills  for  the  first  quarter  or  not.  By 
this  process  it  was  expected  to  liquidate  the  indehtedness 
of  the  State  within  two  years.  Tlie  paper  had  still  further 
depreciated,  and  now  passed  at  the  rate  of  eight  for  one. 
Thirty  thousand  pounds  of  the  paper  currency  had  been 
placed  in  the  treasury  in  Mai-eh,  to  pay  about  fom-  times 
that  amount.  Under  the  operation  of  these  acta,  it  seemed 
probable  that  the  whole  debt  would  he  simk,  and  the 
larger  portion  of  the  money  appropriated  to  redeem  it, 
would  still  remain  in  the  b-easuiy.  The  immorality  of 
this  proceeding  was  so  glaring,  that  many  churches  of 
different  denominations,  excommunicated  their  memhers 
for  tendering  paper  money.' 
July  But  all  parties  could  unite  in  the  celebration  of  na- 
tional independence.  This  festival  was  especially  ohseiw- 
ed  by  the  Cincinnati,  whose  proceedings  usually  formed 
the  principal  feature  of  the  day.  A  military  parade,  an 
oration,  and  a  public  dinner  with  thirteen  patriotic  toasts, 
had  become  a  regular  part  of  the  ceremony  on  fourth  of 
July.  There  is  one  point,  however,  in  which  these  cele- 
brations differed  from  those  of  a  later  day,  and  which 
strikes  us  as  singular.  For  many  yeare  after  the  peace, 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  not  read  upon  these 
occasions.  It  was  considered  as  being  a  declaration  of 
war  with  Great  Britain,  and  therefore  inappropriate  in 
time  of  peace. 

Business  of  the  greatest  importance  required  a  full 

Congi'ess,  yet  but  seven  States  were  present.     The  Rhode 

Island  members   had   gone   home,   and  were   earnestly 

1.      solicited  by  the  Secretary  to  return,     l^o  notice  was  taken 

of  this  request,  and  for  more  tlian  a  year  Rhode  Island  was 

'  Bull's  Memoirs  of  Rhode  Island, 
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nnrepresented  in  the  national  councils.     For  although  tlio  CHAP. 
Aasemblyin  September  passed  a  resolution  directing  them  Jf^ 
to  resume  their  seats  at  the  opening  of  the  new  Congi'ess    1T87. 
on  the  first  of  November,  before  that  time  political  affairs    ^"^^ 
had  so  changed,  that  the  order  was  not  obeyed,  if  indeed 
it  was  seiiously  intended.     Dane  introduced  tlie  famous     ^^■ 
ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  north-western  ter- 
ritory, which  excluded  slavery  from  that  region,  and  was 
passed  unanimously  by  the  eight  States  then  present,  four      l^- 
of  which  were  Southern. 

The  Assembly  had  adjonmed  to  meet  at  Bristol  in  go, 
August.  For  some  reason  the  upper  honse  did  not  attend, 
and  after  waiting  two  days  for  their  appearance,  the  depu-  22. 
ties  separated.  The  governor  called  a  special  session  at  ^ 
Newport,  at  which  the  chief  business  was  to  ass^s  a  tax 
of  tliirty  thousand  pounds,  and  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the 
President  of  Congress,  assigning  the  reasons  why  Ehodc 
Island  was  not  represented  in  the  Philadelphia  convention. 
This  letter  called  forth  the  spirit  of  the  opposing  pai-ties. 
It  was  a  State  rights  document,  so  full  of  misrepresenta- 
tions, in  tlie  opinion  of  the  minority,  that  the  deputies 
from  Ne\vport  and  Providence  protested  against  it.  One 
hour  only  was  allowed  to  them  to  draw  up  their  protest, 
and  it  may  be  considered  as  a  particular  act  of  favor  that 
when,  at  the  expiration  of  the  time,  the  paper  was  read  to 
the  Assembly,  it  was  allowed  to  be  entered  upon  the  re- 
cords. The  letter  represented  that  tlie  Assembly  had  not 
powei'  to  appoint  delegates,  as  this  nght  could  only  be- 
long to  the  people  at  large.  It  set  forth  the  doctrine  of 
popular  sovereignty,  and  of  the  entire  subserviency  of  the 
legislature  to  the  public  will,  in  singular  contrast  with  the 
despotic  authority  which  its  authors  had  exercised  within 
the  past  few  moutlis.  The  protest  pointed  out  the  incon- 
sistency between  the  professions  of  the  letter  and  the 
practice  of  the  Assembly,  and  deplored  the  spirit  that 
would  defend  an  eiTor  with  ill-founded  reasons,  rather 
than  acknowledge  a  mistake. 
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CHAP.         After  nearly  four  months  of  incessant  labor,  the  eon- 
5f^  etitution  received  the  signature  of  a  majority  of  its  fram- 
178T.    el's,  and  was  submitted  by  Washington,  President  of  the 
Sept.    Convention,   to   the    consideration   of   Congress.      That 
body,  in  which  every  State  but  Khode  Island  was  now 
38.     represented,  sent  a  copy  of  it  to  the  several  legislatures, 
to  be  submitted  for  ratification  to  a  convention  of  dele- 
gates, chosen  by  the  people  in  each  State.     As  soon  as 
the  assent  of  nine  States  had  been  made  known  to  Con- 
gress, an  order  was  to  issue  for  the  election  of  President 
of  the  XTnited  States,  and  the  constitution  was  to  go  into 
operation. 
Oct.  The  question  came  before  the  General  Assembly  upon 

^^'  a  motion  for  printing  and  distributing  to  the  towns,  copies 
of  the  report  of  the  convention,  and  recommending  the 
appointment  of  delegates,  as  therein,  provided.  This  was 
voted  down  by  a  large  majority,  but  a  vote  to  print  and 
circulate  a  thousand  copies  was  afterwards  passed.  A 
memorial  from  the  Quakers,  asking  for  an  act  against  the 
slave  ti-ade,  which  had  been  for  some  months  before  the 
Assembly,  was  acted  upon.  A  law  prohibiting  the  African 
slave  ti'ade  was  enacted,  with  penalties  of  one  hundred 
pounds  for  each  person  imported  or  transported  from  Africa, 
and  one  thousand  pounds  for  the  ve^el  thus  engaged.  The 
act  requiring  the  second  quarter  of  the  six  per  cent,  notes 
to  be  paid,  ■was  enforced  by  a  decree  of  forfeiture  against 
all  creditors  who  should  fail  to  apply  to  the  treasurer  for 
payment,  within  two  months. 
Hov.  Tlie  account  forwarded  from  the  United  States'  Treas- 

8-  ury  Board,  showed  a  balance  due  from  Khode  Island, 
upon  the  requisitions  of  Congress,  of  $153,185  in  indents, 
and  $90,816  in  specie.  Tlie  aggregate  of  the  specie  ar- 
rears at  this  time,  was  $3,668,208,  so  that  the  universal 
complaint  now  made  against  this  State  for  its  reckless 
financiering  and  its  disregard  of  federal  relations,  how- 
ever well  founded  in  view  of  its  domestic  policy,  would 
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appear  to  come  with  an  ill  grace  from  many  of  tbe  con.-  cnAP. 
fedei'ated  States.  sxiv. 

The  East  India  trade,  which  was  destined  to  develop  1181. 
the  enterprise  of  the  State  to  a  remarkahle  degree,  and  to 
become  for  the  next  half  century  the  source  of  so  much 
wealth  to  the  merchants  of  Providence,  commenced  at  this 
time.  Hie  ship  General  Washington  now  cleared  at  ^^''■ 
Providence  for  that  remote  region,  and  was  the  first  ves- 
sel from  Erhode  Island  engaged  in  the  trade.' 

The  two  smallest  States  in  the  Umon  were  the  first 
and  the  last  to  adopt  the  constitution.     Delaware  led  the      7. 
list  that  Rhode  Island  was  to  close.     Pennsylvania  came     ^^■ 
next,  and  New  Jersey  speedily  followed.     The  new  year     18. 
opened  with  the  accession  of  Georgia.     Connecticut  soon  jjjf  2 
came  in.     "Within  about  one  month,  the  larger  portion  of       a, 
the  rectnisite  number  of  States   had   adopted  the  new 
system,  but  then,  for  another  month,  the  s 
suspense,  awaiting  the  doubtful  action  of  J 
The  struggle  in  that  State  w&a  severe,  for  several  of  its 
leading  patriote,  as  well  as  tlie  great  mass  of  the  people, 
were  at  first  opposed  to  the  eonstitntion.     After  a  long 
debate,  the  convention  accepted  it  by  a  small  majority, 
suggesting,  however,  nine  amendments  to  be  proposed  in 
Congress.     The  federal  party  in  Ehode  Island,  watched 
with  eager  interest  for  this  I'esult,  and  some  of  them  at- 
tended the  debates,  but  at  the  meeting  of  the  Assembly, 
the  subject  was  hept  back  till  nearly  the  last  day  of  the 


A  great  number  of  persons  who  had  forfeited  half  of 
their  State  notes  under  the  recent  laws,  were  permitted 
by  special  acts  to  receive  their  pay  from  the  treasurer. 
Por  several  sessions  petitions  of  this  kind  continued  to  be 
acted  upon.     The   Quakei-s,  ever  solicitous  that  justice 

'  The  last  EoBt  Indianian  that  entered  lit  the  part  of  Providenoc  was  the 
ship  Lion,  from  Canton,  arrived  January  SO,  1841.  The  last  olearatioe  for 
the  East  Indies  was  the  ship  Panther,  for  Batarla,  December  28, 1841 ;  both 
ships  belonging  to  Ednard  Gariington. 
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CHAP.  shouH  be  done  among  men,  and  oppression  be  banislied 
from  tlie  earth,  having  sncceeded  in  then'  effort  against 

1Y88.    the  slave  trade,  again  appeared,  hj  petition,  asking  for 

gt  the  repeal  of  the  act  making  paper  money  a  legal  tender 
at  par  value,  and  also  that  the  statute  of  limitations  be 
restored  to  its  former  teiTos.  The  memorial  was  ordered 
to  be  printed,  that  the  deputies  might  be  instructed  by 
their  constituents  upon  these  points.     lu  the  lower  house, 

39-  a  long  debate  ensued  upon  a  motion  to  call  a  State  con- 
vention to  consider  tlie  constitittion,  in  the  manner  pro- 
posed in  the  report  of  its  framers.  TJie  State  rights  party 
desired  to  refer  the  subject  directly  to  the  people  in  then- 
town  meetmgs,  and  it  was  bo  decided  by  a  vote  of  fifteen 
to  forty-two.  Tlie  national  party  opposed  a  reference 
that  was  certain  to  defeat  tlie  constitution.  Tlie  only 
mode  by  which  it  could  be  hoped  to  secure  the  ratifica- 
tion, -was  that  pursued  in  Massachusetts,  "bj  offering 
amendmentB,  and  this  could  not  be  done  except  by  a 
State  convention.  Thus  it  was  certain  that  many  of  its 
friends  would  vote  against  it,  or  would  refrain  from  voting, 
as  the  event  proved.  "  Better  have  no  action  at  aU," 
said  tliey,  "  than  one  that  is  not  recognized  in  the  instru- 
ment itself,  and  which  by  depriving  the  people  of  the 
power  to  suggest  alterations,  must  result  in  defeat,"     An 

Mar.  appropriate  conclusion  of  the  session  was  made  bypassing 
an  act,  requiring  the  creditors  of  the  State  topr^ent  their 
notes  to  the  treasurer,  and  receive  the  third  payment  of 
one  quarter  part  thei'eof,  with  interest,  before  the  tenth 
of  May,  on  penalty  of  forfeiting  so  much  of  their  claims. 

Tlie  national  party,  hopeless  of  success,  and  disap- 
proving of  the  action  of  the  Assembly,  resolved  not  to 

24.  vote  upon  the  constitution.  In  Bristol  and  Little  Comp- 
ton  alone  was  there  any  thing  lilie  a  contest,  and  there 
the  Federalists  succeeded  by  small  majorities.'  The  State 
contained   more  than   six   thousand  freemen,  less   than 

'  In  Bristol  the  Tote  "mas  26  for   nud  £3  ogaiast  i. 
Little  Compton  63  to  51. 


>v  Google 


CONSTITUTIONAL    STRUGGLE    COMMENCED,  543 

half  of  whom  voted  upon  the  question,"  In  Providence,  CHAP, 
where  the  friends  of  the  constitution  were  in  the  majority,  ^__^ 
the  meeting,  which  was  very  full,  refused  to  vote  by  ayes  1788. 
and  naya,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  draft  a  ^^'' 
petition  to  the  General  Assembly.  Only  one  vote  upon 
the  question  was  deposited,  and  that  was  in  the  negative. 
Another  was  offered  in  the  affirmative  in  order  to  tie  the 
first,  but  the  voter  was  induced  to  withdraw  it."  In  New- 
port, only  eleven  votes  wei'o  cast,  ten  against  and  one  in 
favor  of  the  constitution.  In  "Warwick  and  East  Green- 
wich, the  minority  protested  against  the  whole  proceed- 
ing as  illegal,  but  in  most  of  the  towns  the  question  was 
canied  in  the  negative  by  acclamation.  The  Providence 
memorial,  adopted  two  days  later,  poiuted  out  the  objec-  26. 
tions  to  the  mode  of  decision  prescribed  by  the  Assembly ; 
that  it  prevented  the  eonntiy  and  seaport  towns  from 
mutually  hearing  and  discussing  each  other's  views  ;  that 
the  information  essential  to  a  just  decision  could  not  easily 
be  conveyed  to  all  the  freemen ;  that  many  persons  would 
be  excluded  from  voting  at  all  who  might  desire  to  offer 
amendments,  which  could  not  be  done  if  the  question  was 
taken  in  town  meeting ;  that  Congress  required  a  conven- 
tion to  be  held,  and  would  receive  propositions  for  amend- 
ments only  through  that  source ;  and  that  such  a  conven- 
tion must  ultimately  be  called,  as  the  State  could  not  ex- 
ist out  of  the  Union ;  they  therefore  prayed  that  some 
action  might  be  taken  by  the  Assembly  to  accomplish 
this  object.  Similar  petitions  were  presented  from  New- 
port and  other  towns. 

The  Assembly  at  first  refused  to  receive  them,  hut     31. 
finally  did  so,     No  reply  was  made  to  the  arguments 
offered  in  their  behalf.     The  majority  refused  to  discuss 

'  The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  was  2,B40,  of  wHch  2,70S  were  najs 
and  232  ayes. 

'  The  negative  roter  was  Samuel  Sampson,  an  attornej-at-law  in  Prov- 
idence. Jamea  Field  was  the  person  who  offered  to  tie  this  vote.  Staples' 
Annals,  p.  S21. 
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CHAP,  tlie  subject,  and  the  petitions  were  dismissed.     The   ob- 

-^—r-^  ject  of  the  session  was  simply  to  count  the  vot^  on  the 
1788.  constitution,  a  report  of  which  was  forwarded  to  Congress. 
The  Quaker  memorial  against  the  Tender  Act  produced 
no  effect  upon  the  Aesembly,  bnt  their  petition  with  re- 
gard to  the  statute  of  limitations  waa  taken  up,  the  exist- 
ing act  was  repealed,  and  the  old  one,  extending  the  time 
for  bringing  suits  of  law  in  personal  actions  to  six  years, 
was  revived.  Both  of  these  subjects  had  been  referred  to 
the  people,  and  the  votes  of  the  Assembly  accorded  with 
the  weight  of  instructions  upon  them. 

A.P!^^  If  we  may  judge  from  tlie  tone  of  some  private  lettei-s 

that  passed  between  prominent  men  of  tlie  State  just 
before  the  spring  election,  the  an'angement  of  the  consti- 
tutional ticket  was  not  satisfactory  to  the  national  party, 
the  unpopularity  of  whose  candidates  contributed  not  a 
little  to  their  total  defeat.'  Peleg  Arnold,  Jonathan  J". 
I,  Thomas  Holden,  and  John  Gardner,  were  chosen 
s  to  Congi'esB,  and  the  two  former  soon  took  their 

jj[ay  7_  seats.  Tlie  new  Assembly  differed  somewhat  in  persons, 
but  nothing  in  polities,  from  its  predecessor.  J(o  busi- 
ness, except  the  usual  election  of  officers,  was  done  until 
the  adjom-ned  session. 

j^ppil         Maryland  had  just  accepted  the  constitution,  and  South 

39-     Carolina  soon  followed  the  example,  making  tlie  eighth 

2^^    State.     The  New  Hampshire  convention  had  adjourned 

to  obtain  furthei'  instructions  from  the  people.     Every 

eye  was  turned  with  intense  anxiety  to  watch  the  fate  of 

the  Union  while  it  hung  upon  the  decision  of  that  State. 

June  Such  was  the  position  of  affairs  when  the  Genei-al  As- 
^-  sembly  again  convened  at  Jfewport.  But  the  all-impor- 
tant c^uestion  was  still  held  in  abeyance.  Nothing  was 
done  but  to  assess  a  tax  of  thirty  thousand  pounds,  and  to 
extinguish  anpther  portion  of  the  State  debt.  The  time 
for  receiving  payment  for  the  tliird  quarter  of  the  six  per 

'  See  letter  of  William  Channing  to  Theodore  Foster,  12  April,  1188. 
Foster  Cotreapondenoc,  Vol.  I. 
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cent,  notes,  was  extended  one  month  to  those  who  had  chap. 
already  acknowledged  the  validity  of  the  forcing  acts,  by  ^^i^- 
receiving  payment  on  either  of  the  other  two  quarters,    1788. 
and  the  fourth  quarter,  mating  the  whole  amount  of  those    '^"™ 
notes,  was  declared  to  be  forfeited  hy  all  who,  having 
failed  to  demand  payment  upon  the  other  three  quarters, 
should  neglect  to  present  their  notes  to  tlie  treasurer  with- 
in the  month.     It  appears  that  on  the  second  instalment 
of  the  debt,  about  .£10,500  had  been  paid,  and  the  balance 
forfeited  under  the  act. 

At  length  the  convention  of  Kew  Hampshire,  having  2I. 
reassembled,  ratified  tlie  constitution,  proposing  the  same 
amendments  that  Massachusetts  had  done.  The  provisions 
of  the  new  system  were  complete.  The  American  Union 
could  now  be  formed !  Long  and  loud  were  the  demon- 
strations of  joy  when  this  news  reached  Providence.  All  24, 
day  the  church  bells  rang,  and  cannon  roared  from  Teder- 
al  Hill.  Schools  and  college  had  a  holiday.  The  stu- 
dents formed  a  procession  on  the  college  grounds,  which 
they  named  "  Federal  Parade,"  Tliere  could  be  no  mis- 
takmg  the  national  sentiments  of  the  citizens  of  Provi- 
dence. A  town  meeting  was  called  to  arrange  a  joint  37, 
celebration  of  the  anniversary  of  independence,  and  of  the 
completion  of  the  national  Union.  On  the  same  day  Vir- 
ginia, where  the  constitution  had  been  warmly  opposed, 
adopted  it,  suggesting  several  alterations  in  its  terms,  and 
also  the  addition  of  a  bill  of  rights. 

The  fedei'al  proclivities  of  Providence,  gave  great 
offence  to  the  people  of  the  country  towns,  who  assembled  July  8. 
in  arms  to  prevent  the  proposed  celebration.  The  public 
in  town  and  country  had  been  invited  to  the  festival, 
through  the  newspapers,  and  special  invitations  were  sent 
to  the  governor  and  council,  the  general  officers  and  the 
Superior  Court,  nearly  all  of  whom  were  of  the  opposite 
party.  This  the  State  rights  paity  chose  to  view  as  an 
indignity  offered  to  themselves,  and  an  insult  to  the  State, 
in  which,  as  they  asserted,  four-fifths  of  the  people  were 
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CHAP,  inimical  to  the  constitution.  An  ox,  roasted  whole,  formed 
'"^^l^;  a  part  of  the  entertainment,  Tliis  was  prepared  during 
1 7ae,  the  preceding  night,  on  the  plain  nortli  of  the  cove,  now 
g  ^  known  as  Smith's  Hill.  The  countiy  was  gi'eatly  excited 
by  false  rumors  respecting  the  ohjects  and  character  of 
the  celebration.  In  the  evening  armed  hands  collected 
in  the  adjoining  woods,  threatening  an  attack  upon  tlie 
town.  At  about  eleven  o'clock,  a  committee  went  out  to 
aficertahi  their  demands.  It  was  agreed  that  early  the 
next  morning,  the  town  committee  should  meet  with  the 
leaders  of  the  rioters,  among  whom  were  two  members  of 
the  Assembly,  and  a  Judge  of  tlie  Superior  Court,  to  en- 
deavor to  aiTange  the  matter  to  their  mutual  satisfaction. 
4  Accordingly  at  seven  o'clock  in  tlie  morning  of  the  fourth, 
the  two  committees  met,  and  after  a  conference  that 
lasted  about  an  hour,  agreed  upon  terms  satisfactory  to 
hoth  pai-ties.  The  rioters  dispersed,  and  some  of  them, 
leaving  their  arms  behind,  came  into  town  and  took  part 
in  the  celebration.  Tlie  number  collected  during  the 
night  was  variously  estimated  from  three  hundred  to  a 
thousand  men,  and  as  the  morning  approached,  the  force 
rapidly  increased,  until  it  assumed  alaiming  proportions. 
The  leaders  of  the  country  party  expected  that  by  noon 
three  thousand  men  would  rally  to  their  support.  The  affair 
was  happily  arranged  by  an  assurance  on  the  part  of  the 
town  committee,  that  the  festival  wob  mainly  in  commem- 
oration of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  was  gotten 
up  at  private  expense,  and  would  include  nothing  that 
could  offend  the  prejudices  of  the  country.  The  thirteenth 
regular  toast  was  altered  from  "  the  nine  States  "  to  "  the 
day,"  a  concession  that  gave  satisfaction  to  the  other  side. 
Li  all  other  respects,  the  celebration  proceeded  as  oiigi- 
nally  arranged.  The  usual  national  salutes  were  fired,  an 
oration  occupied  the  morning,  and  at  two  o'clock  the 
procession  marched  to  the  hill,  where  a  table  more  than 
a  tliousand  feet  long  was  spread  under  a  canvass  canopy. 
Between  five  and  sis  thousand  people  pai'took  of  the  din- 
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ner.     The  ox,  roaated  wliole,  was  the  piiiicipal  attraction  CHAP, 
of  the  feast,  although  other  materials  were  amply  pro-  i_„^ 
■vided.    At  six  o'clock  the  procession  returned  to  the   lYse. 
eonrt-hoxiEe  parade,  and  there  separated  with  thu'tcen        ■''• 
cheers.     A  statement  of  the  disgraceful  affair  that  had 
maiTed  the  opening  of  the  day,  and  threatened  to  change 
the  joyous  festival  to  a  scene  of  fraternal  strife,  was  pub- 
lished in  the  papers  hy  a  leader  of  tlie  movement,  ex- 
pressed in  boastful  tenns  to  convey  the  idea  that  the 
townsmen  had  been  compelled  to  yield  unmanly  conces- 
sions to  the  mob.     This  called  forth  a  counter  statement 
fi'om  the  town's  committee,  presenting  their  view  of  the 
case.    The  whole  exhibits  a  melancholy  picture  of  the 
Tiolonee  of  party  politics,  that  could  give  occasion  for 
such  a  demonstration.' 

That  tlie  national  party  were  not  intimidated  by  this 
hostile  attitude  of  their  opponents,  appeai'ed  the  next  after-      ^ 
noon,  when  the  news  reached  Providence  that  Virginia 
had  accepted  the  constitution.     Ten  cannon  were  fired 
by  the  ai-tillery  company,  and  answered  by  ten  discharges 
from  the  continental  guns  on  Tederal  HUl.   The  bells  were 
nmg,  and  a  procession  was  formed  which  paraded  the 
streets,  with  joyous  shouts,  until  evening.     Uew  Torli, 
where  the  contest  had  been  as  close  as  in  Virginia,  soon 
afterwards  adopted  the  constitution,  on  similar  terms,  and     35. 
issued  a  circulai'  to  the  States,  requesting  then-  co-operation      28. 
in  favor  of  the  proposed  mnendments.    When  the  news 
reached  Providence,  another  rejoicing,  lite  that  over  Vii-     29. 
ginia,  was  had,  with  some  additions  of  peculiar  signifi- 
cance.   The  standard  of  the  Ehode  Island  revolutionary 
regiment  was  displayed  on  Federal  Hill.     On  the  south 
side  of  "Weybo^et  Bridge,  eleven  flag-staff's  were  erected, 
from  each  of  which  the  national  ensign  was  unfurled, 
bearing  the  name  of  a  State,  the  majority  by  which  it  had 
adopted   the  constitution,   and   the   date  of  that  event. 

■  Providence  Gazette,  13  July,  1188.    Staples'  Annala,  p.  329-885. 
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CHAP.  These  were  arranged  in  liistorical  order,  beginning  witli 
^^.^  Delaware  and  ending  witJi  "New  York.  On  the  north 
1788.  side  of  the  bridge  were  two  flag-staffs,  one  inclining  about 
gg^  thirty  degrees,  with  a  small  flag  bearing  tlie  name  of 
NortJi  Carolina,  the  date  npon  which  the  convention  was 
to  meet,  and  the  motto  "  It  will  rise."  The  other  was  a 
bare  pole  inclining  in  the  opposite  direction  from  Iforth 
Carolina,  at  an  angle  of  forty-five  degrees,  with  a  paper 
label  affixed,  bearing  the  words  "  Khode  Island  in  hopes." 
The  banner  of  France  floated  from  the  parade.  At  eleven 
o'clock,  eleven  cannon  were  fired  from  Federal  Hill  in 
honor  of  the  eleven  ratifying  States,  This  was  repeated 
from  the  bridge  in  the  afternoon,  with  eleven  cheers,  and 
Aug.,  again  at  sunset  from  the  hill.  A  few  days  later,  North 
Carolina  conditionally  accepted  the  constitution,  depend- 
ent upon  the  adoption,  by  the  other  States,  of  certain 
specified  amendments.  As  eleven  States  had  ratified  it 
without  reserve,  confident  of  the  adoption  of  their  pro- 
posed amendments  by  the  constitutional  number  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  States,  the  qualified  action  of  the  twelfth 
State  presented  no  greater  obstacle  to  the  completion  of 
the  Union,  than  did  the  perverseness  of  Khode  Island. 

Congress  had  already  extended  the  time  for  adjusting 
the  accounts  of  the  several  States,  and  in  order  to  prevent 


Sept. 


diesatisfactlon,  now  appointed  three  commissioners  to  ( 


amine  those  claims  for  which  no  vouchers  could  be  fotind. 
These  were  very  numerous  in  all  the  States,  owing  to  the 
confusion  that  prevailed  in  every  department  of  the  pub- 

1^  lie  service  daring  the  war.  They  also  appointed  a  time 
and  place  for  the  constitution  to  go  into  operation.  On 
the  first  Wednesday  of  January  presidential  electors  were 
to  he  chosen,  who  were  to  meet  in  four  weeks  from  that 
day  to  choose  a  president  and  vice-president,  and  at  the 
end  of  four  more  weeks,  on  the  fourth  of  March,  the  gov- 
ernment was  to  be  organized  at  "New  Tork.     In  view  of 

O"*-  these  facta,  Peleg  Arnold,  one  of  tlie  delegatesin  Congress, 
■     wrote  home  an  urgent   letter,   recommending  that   the 
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State  shonld  at  once  tato  up  tlic  suTsject  of  the  eonstitu-  CHAP, 
tion,  and  propose  such  amendments  as  would  reconcile  ^^.^ 
the  people  to  a  federal  union.  1788. 

The  Assembly,  convened  at  Providence,  showed  no  27- 
disposition  to  enter  upon  the  great  discussion,  Arnold  Ifov, 
returned  home  to  present  to  them  the  importance  of  im-  ■^■ 
mediate  action,  bat  in  vain.  The  proposal  to  call  a  con- 
vention was  voted  down  by  a  decided  majority,  and  a 
motion  to  repeal  the  paper  money  act  shared  the  same 
fate.  Tho  !Ncw  York  ch'cular,  suggesting  a  convention  of 
the  States  to  consider  certain  proposed  amendments  to  the 
constitution,  was  ordered  to  be  printed  and  circulated  in 
all  the  towns  that  the  people  might  instruct  their  deputies 
whether  they  wished  delegates  to  be  appointed  to  such  a 
convention  or  not.  A  payment  of  one  foiu'th  part  of  tho 
notes  given  for  the  old  four  per  cent,  notes  was  ordered, 
the  claim  to  be  forfeited  if  not  presented  within  two 
months.  The  same  time  was  allowed  for  the  payment  of 
the  r^idne  of  the  six  per  cent,  notes.  A  report  upon  the 
accounts  of  Ehode  Island  with  the  United  States,  showed 
the  claims  for  which  the  government  commissioner  had 
already  received  vouchers  to  amount  to  £568,290,  exclu- 
sive of  the  sums  due  to  the  soldiers  for  depreciation  of 
pay,  amounting  to  £64,0Q0,  which  were  rejected  by  the 
conmnissioner.  George  Olney  was  added  to  the  commit- 
tee to  collect  the  equitable  claims  against  the  general 
government  for  which  no  vouchers  existed.  J,  J.  Hazard 
and  John  Gardner  were  directed  to  proceed  to  !N"ewTorli: 
and  tato  their  seats  ia  Congress. 

Thanksgiving  day  was   duly  observed  in  the  State.      ST. 
The  people  of  Providence  instructed  their  deputies  to     Dm- 
move,  at  the  approaching  session  of  the  Assembly,  for  a 
convention  to  adopt  the  constitution,   and  to  propose 
amendments.    The  town  of  Portsmouth,  although  opposed 
to  the  constitution,  approved  of  the  suggestions  in  Gov.     20. 
Clinton's  letter,  and  desired  that  Rhode  Island  should  join 
in  a  convention  of  States  so  to  amend  it  that  this  State 
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CHAP,  could  accept  its  provisions  aiicl  enter  the  Union.     Other 
,^  ^;  towns  in  which  the  State  rights  party  predominated,  took 
1788.    a  similar  action  upon  the  New  York  circular,  but  tliere 
**''    were  not  enough  to  accomplish  the  object. 
39.  The  Assembly  again  refused  to  call  a  State  convention. 

Two  military  companies  were  chartered,  theNorth  Kings- 
town, Eangers,  and  the  "Washington  Independent  Com- 
pany, of  Exeter.  iN'othing  further  of  a  public  nature  wm 
1T89.  done.  The  Assembly  adjourned  at  tlie  close  of  the  week, 
as  was  the  usual  custom.  It  rarely  occurred  that  a  ses- 
sion extended  beyond  one  week. 

The  return  of  commercial  prosperity  was  slow  in- 
deed. Two  causes  contributed  to  the  utter  prostration 
of  the  State.  One  was  the  destruction  of  the  great  mer- 
cantile interest  during  the  war,  and  the  immense  exer- 
tions, vastly  disproportioned  to  the  nmnbers  or  the  ability 
of  the  people,  which  this  State  had  made  in  the  struggle 
for  iudepeudence.  The  other  was  the  poverty  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  in  whose  behalf,  as  in  a  common  cause, 
these  efforts  had  been  made,  which  pi-evented  any  tiling 
like  an  equitable  adjustment  of  the  claims  of  the  several 
States,  and  from  whom  Ehode  Island,  in  the  final  settle- 
ment, received  the  least  of  all,  Deficient  as  she  bad  been 
for  the  last  four  years  in  meeting  her  quota  of  the  federal 
requisitions,  she  had  been  scarcely  more  backward. in  that 
respect  than  most  of  her  sister  States,  and  at  the  period 
of  which  we  are  writing,  not  only  in  "  equitable  claims," 
aa  those  were  termed  for  which  no  vouchers  could  be  pro- 
duced, but  in  legal  and  certified  claims  acknowledged  by 
the  United  States  commissioner  to  be  justly  due,  she  was 
to  an  enonnous  amount  a  creditor  State ;  and  so  re- 
mains to  this  day,  after  the  compromise  adjustment  that 
was  subsequently  made.  The  one  dark  stain  upon  her 
history,  which  we  have  not  attempted  to  excuse,  and  do 
not  now  propose  to  justify,  was  the  result  of  a  poverty 
from  which  there  was  no  apparent  escape.  Scorn  and  re- 
proach for  the  error  into  which  distress  had  driven  her, 
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and  for  the  obstinacy  with  which  she  now  held  out  for  chap. 
better  terms  from  the  confederated  States,  were  the  re-  _.^ 
ward  of  a  valor  that  had  not  been  surpassed,  and  of  a  self-  1789. 
devotion  in  the  common  cause,  which  few,  if  any,  of  her  ■ 
compeers  had  equalled.  We  have  seen  that  at  this,  mo- 
ment the  recorded  debt  of  the  confederation  due  to  Khode 
Island,  amounted  to  nearly  two  millions  of  dollars,  and 
■with  the  depreciation  upon  soldiers'  wages,  which  although, 
not  allowed  by  government  was  justly  chargeable  to  it, 
exceeded  that  simi.  This  statement  does  not  include  the 
equitable  claims  of  which  no  account  had  yet  been  ren- 
dered.' But  a  tithe  of  this  debt  has  ever  been  paid  by 
the  general  government,  and  there  are  now  States  in  the 
Union,  some  of  whom  were  among  the  loudest  in  their 
denunciations  of  Rhode  Island,  that  have  never  made  up 
the  an'eai's  of  their  revolutionary  recfuisitions.  Could  only 
a  small  part  of  what  was  due  to  the  State  have  been  paid 
into  her  exhausted  treasury,  the-  distresses  that  gave  rise 
to  the  paper  money  party,  and  secured  its  baleful  pre- 
dominance for  four  disastrous  years,  would  have  been 
somewhat  relieved,  the  credit  of  the  State  would  have 
been  preserved,  and  history  would  have  recorded  the  stoiy 
of  her  trials  and  her  triumphs  for  two  centuries  of  time, 
without  a  blot ;  nor  would  the  mistaken  policy  tliat  for 
another  year  was  to  rule  her  councils,  and  keep  her  out 
of  the  Union,  have  prevailed. 

Among  the  indications  of  awakening  enterprise,  we 
find  the  establishment  of  a  rolling  and  slitting  mill  near 
Providence,  for  preparing  iron  to  be  made  into  nails,  a 
branch  of  industry  that  under  the  British  rule  was  for- 

'  This  account  of  equitabla  claims  was  rendered  by  the  oomrnittce,  Jolin 
Jenokes  and  George  Olnej,  to  the  General  Assembly  on  26  October,  TI89, 
and  amounted  to  £277,988  lla.  Hd.,  or  $72S,flO0 ;  co  part  of  which  wag 
ever  received  from  the  general  government.  A  supplemental  account  re- 
ported at  the  January  session,  1730,  added  the  sum  of  £60,212  ]6s.  IJd,,  ov 
$aO0,EO8  to  this  SQCQ.  A  further  report  of  £6,643  8b.  Id.  due  oa  tliis 
account  nas  made  by  Mr.  Olaey  at  the  May  session. 
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CHAP,  bidden  to  tlie  colonics.     TIpon  a  humbler  scale,  but  one 
■^^^^-  that  gave  more  conclusi-ve  evidence  of  tliat  recuperative 
1789.    power  which  was  to  restore  the  wasted  energi^  of  the 
'^^°*     State,  may  be  mentioned  the  frequent  meetings  of  women, 
in  all  ranks  of  life,  to  spin  flax.    A  great  deal  of  linen 
yarn  was  made  in  this  way,  and  no  lady  considered  it 
beneath  her  dignity  to  devote  a  portion  of  her  time  to  this 
effectual  method  of  redeeming  the  fortunes  of  her  country. 
The   encouragement  given    to    domestic    industry,   was 
universal.     Men  of  property  and  influence  appeared  in 
homespun  garments,  and  American  woollen  cloths  were 
worn  in  preference  to  foreign  fabrics,   A  people  animated 
by  such  sentiments,  could  not  long  remain  depressed. 
Gen,  James  M.  Yamum,  who  had  lately  emigrated  to 
10.     Ohio,  died  at  Marietta.     His  eminent  services  as  a  soldier 
have  been  recorded  in  these  pages.     His  ability  as  a  law- 
yer was  recognized  by  all.     He  was  also  an  accomplished 
scholar,  and  a  brilliant  orator. 

Tlie  first  step  in  the  organization  of  tlie  federal  gov- 
ernment, was  the  choice  of  presidential  electors,  which 
1.      took  place  on  the  appointed  day  in  all  the  States  of  the 
Union,  except  INew  York,  where  a  disagreement  in  tlie 
legislature  as  to   the  mode  of  proceeding,  prevented  an 
election.     Members  of  the  federal  Congi'ess  had  already 
Feb,     been  chosen.     Four  weeks  later  the  electoral  colleges  met 
4-       in  their  respective  States,  and  unanimously  elected  George 
Washington  President  of  the  United  States,    For  Vice- 
President,  John  Adams  received  a  plurality  of  the  votes 
cast  for  several   candidates,   and   was  therefore  chosen, 
Mar,    The  old  Continental  Congress  expired  by  its  own  Hmita^ 
^-      tion.     Quietly,  and  almost  unnoticed,  after  a  career  tliat 
has  no  parallel  in  history,  it  went  out.    The  great  pur- 
pose of  its  creation  having  been   accomplished,  it  gave 
place  to  a  more  vigorous  organization.     But  one  of  its 
chief  defects,  tlie  delay  of  members  in  taking  then'  seats, 
4.      was  transmitted  to  its  successor.     No  quonim  of  the  first 
federal  Congress  was  present  to  put  the  new  government 
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in  operation,  and  for  nearly  a  montli  this  disability  con-  chap, 
tinned.     The   day  ■was  celebrated  by  the  federaliets  in  ^__^ 
Providence  with  tlie  firing  of  eleven  gims  at  sunrise,  noon,    1789. 
and   aanset.     Gardner,   the   only   delegate  from  Rhode     ^''°' 
Island  who  was  present  at  the  closing  scene  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  retm-ned  home.     A  notice  of  his  anomor    ,  6. 
Ions  position,  concludes  with  the  remark,  "  on  the  first 
"Wednesday  of  March,  lie  foimd  himself  the  only  living 
member  of  a  departed  body,  and  returned  here  a  delegate 
to  a  power  that  is  no  longer  known ;  "  and  it  might  have 
been  added,  '  fix)in  a  State  that  is  no  longer  recognized.' 

The  General  Assembly  met  at  East  Greenwich,  and  9. 
proceeded  to  extinguish  the  remainder  of  the  State  debt 
by  rec[uiring  all  outstanding  notes,  not  already  forfeited, 
to  be  presented  to  the  treasurer  before  the  eighth  day  of 
May,  to  be  redeemed  in  paper  money.  Tlie  bills  were 
now  passing  at  the  rate  of  twelve  dollars  in  paper  for  one 
of  silver.  Thus  had  the  paper  money  party  at  length 
attained  the  object  of  its  organization.  Had  a  general 
act  of  insolvency,  relieving  all  debtors  from  their  liabili- 
ties, and  the  State  from  its  legal  obligations  been  passed 
in  tlie  first  instance,  the  same  end  would  have  been  more 
speedily  accomplished,  and  the  means  would  not  have 
difiered  very  widely  from  those  that  were  actually  em- 
ployed. The  Tender  law  of  May,  1786,  in  its  operation 
upon  private  contracts,  was  in  fact  an  insolvent  act,  and 
in  its  relation  to  the  public  debt,  by  compelling  a  compo- 
sition witli  the  creditors  of  the  State  in  which  they  could 
receive  but  a  trifling  portion  of  their  claims,  it  fell  but 
little  short  of  repudiation.'  A  protest  against  this  final 
outrage,  was  made  by  the  people  of  Providence  in  the 
instructions  sent  to  their  deputies  while  the  Assembly  ^o, 
was  in  session.  The  neighboring  States  had  retaliated 
upon  Bhode  Island,  by  prohibiting  tlieir  courts  to  try  any 

'  Mr.  Hildrelli  presents  tLis  subject  in  its  true  light,  and  shows  agenerous 
appreciation  of  the  position  of  Ehode  Island  at  this  time.  History  of  U.  S,, 
Vol.  IV.,  pp.  S4,  35. 
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OHAP,  suit  for  debt  brotiglit  by  a  citizen  of  this  State  ;  but  no 

J^^  representation  of  the  injustice,  or  tlie  impolicy  of  their 

1780.    course,  could  move  the  majority  to  repeal  the   odious 

^^'-    statute.     Another  object  of  the  ineti'uctions,  was  to  secure 

13.     a  State  convention.     This  also  was  voted  down  by  a  large 

majority,     A  tax  of  twenty  thousand  pounds  was  laid. 

The  only  good  thing  done  at  this  time,  ■wis  the  in  ulpol^ 

tion  of  the  "Providence  Association  ot  Jlechanzts  inJ 

Manufacturers, "  an  institution  that  served  to  oi£  nuze  the 

efforts  then  making  to  develop  the  resouices  of  the  State, 

and  whose  beneficent  infiuenee  has  steadilj  mcieabed  to 

the  present  hour. 

The  new  Congress  comprised  fifty -nine  representatives, 

30.  a  quorum  of  whom  having  at  length  assembled,  the  House 
was  organized.     A  week  later,  tlie  majority  of  the  Sena- 

g  tors  having  arrived,  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent were  counted,  and  messengers  were  sent  to  Mount 
Yemon  and  Massachusetts!  to  summon  the  elected  officers. 

31.  Tice-President  Adams  was  inaugurated  immediately  upon 
his  arrival  at  Kew  York.  "Washington,  whose  progress 
through  the  country  which  had  been  the  scene  of  his 
severest  trial,  and  liis  most  brilliant  success,  was  "  one 

2s,  long  triumphal  mai'ch,"  reached  the  city  two  days  later. 
The  ceremony  of  the  inaugm-ation  was  delayed  for  one 

80.  week,  to  allow  time  to  complete  the  new  ^Federal  Hall. 
The  first  business  before  the  House  was  to  provide  a 
revenue  by  placing  a  duty  on  imports.  In  framing  this 
bill,  North  Carolina  and  Rhode  Island  were  necessarily 
treated  as  foreign  States,  and  subjected  to  pay  a  duty 
u^Mn  all  goods,  not  of  their  own  production,  which  they 
should  import  into  the  Union.  In  view  of  so  fatal  an 
isolation,  a  petition  from  many  freemen  of  ^Newport  and 
MayG.  Providence  was  presented  to  the  General  Assembly,  pray- 
ing them  to  call  a  State  convention.  The  new  Assembly, 
although  of  the  same  political  character  as  the  old,  treated 
this  petition  with  greater  respect  than  former  ones  had 
received,  but  referred  it  to  the  next  session.     There  was 
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no  change  in  general  officers,  except  that  David  Howell  chap. 
was  chosen  attorney-general  in  place  of  Goodwin,  who  ^^^ 
was  very  ill  and  soon  afterwards  died.     Some  symptoms    1789. 
of  yielding  to  the  exigencies  of  the  times  were  shown  in 
the  passage  of  a  new  impost  act  adopting  all  the  fedei'al 
imposts  and  duties,  and  authorizing  their  collection  in  the 
same  moneys  as  in  the  Federal  ports.     Tet  this  act  could 
have  no  other  effect  than  to  double  the  tax  upon  Ehode 
Island  importers,  since  most  of  tlie  foreign  goods  brought 
in  here  were  sold  in  other  States,     Hence  it  was  ruinous 
to  the  commerce  of  tlie  State. 

At  the  adjourned  se^ion,  an  embargo,  to  continue  for 
foiu'  months,  was  laid  upon  all  kiuds  of  grain ;  but  still 
the  necessity  that  produced  this  legislation  was  not  enough 
to  break  down  tlio  majority.  The  standing  motions  to 
call  a  State  convention,  and  to  repeal  the  Tender  law, 
were  again  defeated,  the  first  by  a  majority  of  eleven,  and 
the  second  by  seven  votes.  Another  military  company, 
the  Coventry  Rangers,  was  chartered.  There  were  at  tliis 
time  one  hundred  and  one  vessels,  exclusive  of  river  craft, 
owned  in  Providence,  amounting  to  nearly  ten  thousand 
tons,  more  than  three  quarters  of  which  were  employed 
in  foreign  trade  and  on  whaling  voyages.  All  this  was 
liable  to  ruin  if  the  existing  policy  of  the  State  should 
long  be  maintained.  Tlie  sliip  General  "Washington  re- 
tiu-ned  from  China  after  an  absence  of  nineteen  months.  JulyB. 
This  was  the  first  arrival  at  Providence  direct  from  Canton. 

Although  tlie  deputies  had  always  been  chosen  semi- 
annually, the  pohtical  complexion  of  the  Assembly  was 
usually  determined  by  the  spring  elections,  when  the  gen 
eral  officers,  includmg  the  assistants,  were  chosen.  The 
latter  body,  foimeriy  called  the  council,  was  now  vniii 
the  two  executive  officers,  termed  the  upper  house,  and 
aftei-wards  received  tlie  name  of  Senate.  On  this  ocea-  Aug. 
sion,  tlie  election  of  deputies  in  several  towns  sliowed 
some  changes  tliat  inspired  the  federal  party  with  hope 
that  the  day  of  deliverance  was  at  hand.     This  hope  was 
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CHAP,  expressed  in  a  petition  to  Congress,  representing  the  dis- 
■^^^^-  ti'essed  condition  of  tlie  State,  and  praying  thnt  Rhode 
1789.    Island  commerco  might  "be  exempted  from  foreign  duties 
^°3-    in  the  ports  of  the  Union.     President  Manning  and  Ben- 
jamin Bourne,  were  deputed  to  present  the  petition  to 
Congress.     Newport  and  Bristol  sent  similar  petitions  by 
tlie  hands  of  Henry  Marehant. 
^  He  goTemor  called  a  special  meeting  of  the  Assem- 

bly at  Newport.  For  the  first  time  for  more  than  three 
yeai's,  the  imbroben  phalanx  of  tiie  paper  money  and 
State  rights  parties  wavered.  The  first  measures  of  the 
Assembly  were  to  repeal  the  embargo  on  com,  and  to 
order  town  meetings  to  be  held  in  October,  to  instruct  the 
deputies  on  the  subject  of  calling  a  convention  to.  consider 
the  constitution.  The  details  of  tlie  impost  act  were 
framed  in  accordance  with  the  bill  enacted  by  Congress, 
The  State  was  divided  into  two  districts.  Providence  and 
Newport  were  made  ports  of  entry  and  delivery.  The 
other  seaboard  towns  were  made  ports  of  delivery  only, 
and  the  requisite  otHeers  were  appointed.  A  diuwback 
upon  rum,  sugar,  and  chocolate,  manufactured  in  the  State 
for  exportation,  was  allowed.  The  operation  of  tlie  Ten- 
der law  was  suspended.  Here  appeai'ed  a  gleam  of  re- 
tumiug  justice.  But  yet  more  significant  of  approaching 
change  was  a  letter  prepared  by  the  Assembly  to  the 
President  and  Congress  of  the  eleven  States.  This  ad- 
dress assigned  the  reasons  that  had  inHuenced  the  ma- 
jority to  oppose  the  constitution.  It  set  fortli  the  attach- 
ment of  the  people  to  their  democratic  chai'ter,  and  the 
fear  that  this  would  in  some  degi'ee  be  linaited  by  tlie  new 
federal  system ;  that  for  this  cause  they  had  waited  to 
obseiwe  its  operation,  and  to  see  if  the  proposed  amend- 
ments would  be  adopted,  before  yielding  tlieir  assent  to 
the  new  government.  The  paper  presented  the  State 
rights  view  with  a  degree  of  candor  creditable  to  its 
authoi's,  and  appealed  to  the  memories  of  the  past  with  a 
skill  that  reminds  us  of  the  earlier  examples  of  Ehode 
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Island  diplomacy  recorded  ii 
Iiistoiy.' 

The  effect  of  the  petitions  from  the  seaports  was  most  1788. 
favorable.  Congress  exempted,  for  a  limited  time,  the  PF' 
vessels  of  Rhode  Island  and  of  North  Carolina  from  pay- 
ing the  foreign  tonnage  or  impost  duties,  thus  placing  them 
on  the  same  footing  with  ships  belonging  to  tlie  Union. 
Soon  after  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  "Washington 
made  a  tour  through  the  Eastern  States,  hut  avoided  en- 
tering Ehode  Island. 

At  an  adjourned  session  of  the  Assembly,  held  at  Ont. 
Greenwich,  the  amendments  to  the  constitution,  recently 
adopted  by  Congi-ess,  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  freemen  at  their  approaching  town  meetings. 
Owing  to  the  depreciation  of  paper  money,  the  statute  of 
limitations  was  repealed,  as  it  had  been  during  tlie  war, 
and  the  time  allowed  for  the  redemption  of  mortgaged 
estates  was  extended  from  five  years  to  twelve  years. 
So  much  of  the  act  for  emitting  paper  money  as  made  the 
bills  a  tender  at  pai'  was  repealed,  and  debtors  were  au- 
thorized to  substitute  property,  at  an  appraised  value,  for 
money,  in  discharge  of  their  liabilities.  By  the  same  act, 
the  depreciation  of  paper  biUs  wm  settled  at  fifteen  for 
one. 

The  result  of  the  appeal  to  the  freemen  on  the  question      jy, 
of  the  constitution,  was  more  consonant  with  the  views  of 
the  anti-fedei-al  party,  as  they  were  now  called,  than  with 
the  interests  of  the  State.     The  weight  of  instructions  was 
agaittst  calling  a  convention.     The  House  therefore  reject-     „- 
ed  the  proposition  by  a  vote  of  seventeen  to  thirty-niue. 
A  fortnight  later,  the  new  convention  held  in  North  Caro-    Nov. 
lina,  ratified  the  constitution.  ^^• 

Erhode  Island  stood  alone. 

The  day  of  annual  thanksgiving  and  prayer,  appointed 
by  the  Assembly,   was  held   witli   unusual    solemnity.      20, 
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CHAP.  "  Health  and  plentiful  harveata  "  had  been  vouchsafed  to 
.__.  ,^',  the  people  of  the  State,  but  there  were  many  who  prayed 
1790.  for  a  political  blessing,  which,  in  the  madness  of  party 
strife,  had  been  denied, 
an.  ijij^g  General  Assembly  convened  at  Providence.  Tlie 
River  Hacliine  Company  was  incorporated  to  keep  the 
hai-bor  of  Providence  free  from  obstructions,  and  was  em- 
powered to  collect  two  cents  a  ton,  for  that  pui-pose,  from 
all  vessels  above  sixty  tons  burthen.  This  company  soon 
afterwards  prepared  tlie  commercial  statistics  of  Provi- 
dence. By  their  report  there  were  then  owned  in  that 
port,  one  hundred  and  ten  sail,  of  ten  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  ninety  tons,  exclusive  of  river  craft ;  and  in  a 
petition  subsequently  made  to  Oongi-ess  for  a  continuance 
of  the  right  to  as'ie^  harbor  dues,  they  stated  tliat  "  there 
is  a  greater  number  of  vessels  belonging  to  this  i:>ort,  than 
to  New  Yorh,"  and  that  "  it  is  a  place  of  more  navigation 
than  any  of  its  size  in  the  Union."  Tlie  population  of 
Providence  at  this  time,  was  6,380,  and  of  the  State  68,- 

15.  825.  On  the  day  that  the  act  of  Congi'ess  in  favor  of 
Rhode  Island  vessels  expired  by  lunitation,  a  bill  was  in- 
troduced into  the  lower  house  of  Assembly  by  Benjamin 
Bourn  of  Providence,  to  call  a  convention,  to  meet  on 
the  twenty-second  of  February,  to  decide  upon  the  consti- 
tution. After  a  long  debate  it  was  carried  by  a  majority 
of  five,  thirty-four  in  favor,  to  twenty-nine  against  the 

16.  measure.  The  next  day  the  Senate  non-concun'ed. 
There  were  eight  assistants  present,  who  were  equally 
divided  on  the  question,  and  the  vote  of  deputy-Governor 
Owen  was  cast  in  the  negative.  By  the  same  vote  the 
Senate  passed  a  bill,  to  call  town  meetings  for  the  purpose 
of  instructing  the  deputies  whether  to  call  a  convention 
or  not.  This  was  equivalent  to  a  defeat  of  the  whole  sub- 
ject. The  bill  was  sent  down  to  the  House,  where,  after 
a  long  debate  it  was  voted,  late  m  the  evening,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  fourteen,  to  non-concur.      Both  branches  then 

IT.     adjourned  till  the  next  morning,  which  was  Sunday,  when 
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Henry  Mai'chant  of  N'ewport,  offered  a  eutstitate  for  Mi:  CHAP. 
Boum's  bill,  altering  the  time  for  holding  the  convention  ,_^ 
to  the  fii-st  of  March,  and  directing  that  a  copy  of  the  act  1790. 
be  sent  to  Congress.  Thispassedbyamajoiity  of  twenty-  ^' 
one,  thirty-two  yeas  to  eleven  nays.  A  bill  then  came 
down  from  the  Senate  similar  to  the  one  that  passed  that 
body  the  day  before,  with  the  addition  of  a  preamble. 
This  was  rejected  in  tlie  Honse  by  nearly  the  same  vote, 
and  Marchant's  hill  was  sent  up  for  eoncaiTence,  Mean- 
while, one  of  the  anti-federal  assistants,  who  was  a  minis- 
ter, having  become  impi'essed  with  the  impropriety  of 
Sabbath  legislation,  and  the  necessity  of  attention  to  his 
parocliial  duties,  had  lefl  town.  This  made  a  tie  in  the 
Senate,  and  thi-ew  the  casting  vote  upon  Gov.  Collins, 
who,  after  a  speech  in  which  he  assigned  the  distresses  of 
the  State  resulting  from  disconnection  with  the  Union  as 
the  reason  for  his  vote,  decided  for  conenrrence,  and  the 
bill  passed.  Tlie  excitement  in  the  to-mi  was  intense. 
The  churches  were  almost  deserted.  A  dense  crowd  had 
gathered  in  and  aronnd  the  State-House,  and  when  the 
resiilt  was  announced,  long  and  loud  were  the  shouts  of 
joy  that  went  up  from  the  vast  assemblage,  Tlie  Assem- 
bly tlaen  adjourned,  aftei'  voting  that  a  copy  of  the  act 
should  he  foi-warded  to  Congress,  with  a  request  that  the 
indolgence  gi-anted  to  Bhode  Island  commerce  might  be 
continued.  Tliis  was  conceded,  and  the  act  extended  to 
tlie  first  of  April. 

Town  meetings  were  held  throughout  the  State  on  the    Feb, 
day   appointed  to   choose  delegates   to   the  convention.      ^■ 
Each  town  was  to  send  tlie  same  number  as  it  had  of 
deputies  in  tlie  Assembly.     "When  the  important  day  ar-     Mar. 
rived,  every  member  was   present   at  South  Kingstown.      ^- 
Deputy-Govemor  Owen  was  chosen  president,  and  Daniel 
Updike  secretary.     It  soon  appeared  that  a  majority  were 
opposed  to  tlie  constitution.     On  the  secoxid  day,  rules      2. 
were  adopted  to  govern  the  proceedings,  the  constitution 
was  read,  and  a  discussion  arose  which  continued  tlirough     8-4. 
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CHAP,  the  two  follo%TiBg  days,  when  a  committee  of  two  from 
,^  j_j.  each  county  was  appointed  to  prepare  amendmenta.     The 
1790,    next  day  they  reported  a  Bill  of  Eighta  in  sixteen  articles, 
g ''■    resembling  that  proposed  by  New  York,  and  eighteen 
amendments  to  the  constitution.     Tlie  debate  on  these 
points  continued  the  greater  part  of  two  days,  when  Mar- 
6.      chant  moved  in  form  that  the  constitution  be  ratified.     A 
motion  to  adjourn  was  made,  in  order  to  prevent  the  vote. 
Upon  this  a  debate  arose,  on  a  point  of  order,  involving 
the  power  of  the  convention  to  adjourn  witliont  deciding 
the  question  which  they  were  appointed  to  determine. 
An  adjournment  to  the  foui-th  Monday  in  May,  then  to 
meet  at  ^Newport,  was  carried  by  forty-one  to  twenty- 
eight,  a  majority  of  thirteen. 

Active  preparations  were  made  for  the  approaching 
election.     Tlie  vote  of  Gov.  Collins  for  calling  the  conven- 
tion, had  made  him  unpopular  with  his  party    The  anti- 
federal  membera  of  tlie  convention  on  the  day  of  the  ad- 
journment, offered  the  ofl5ce  of  governor  to  Deputy-Gov- 
ernor Owen,  who  declined  to  serve.     A  movement  was 
32.     made  in  Providence,  to  form  a  coalition  party.     The  New- 
24.     port  committee  united  with  them  in  proposing  to  Arthur 
Fenner,  an  anti-fedei'alist,  then  clerk  of  Common  Pleas  in 
Providence,  to  head  a  ticket  upon  which  there  should  be  a 
federahat  deputy-governor,  and  a  nearly  equal  number  of 
assistants  from  each  party.  Fenner,  in  a  modest  letter  to  the 
29.     committee,  referred  the  subject  to  the  freemen.     Two  days 
31.     later  the  committee  called  a  nominating  convention,  which 
Api-i!    met  at  East  Greenmch,  and  formed  a  "  coalition  or  federal 
P-      prox."'     An  anti-federal  proxy  was  also  published,  with 

'  The  term  "Pros,"  used  for  tioltel  in  political  piirlnnce,  is  a  purely 
Ehode  IslaDCl  word,  originating  aa  enrly  as  1647,  when  upon  the  first  depar- 
ture from  a  democratical  form  of  gorernment,  tlie  representaUve  system  was 
introduced,  and  voting  by  proxy  was  permitted.  Aa  early  as  1640  there  are 
indicaliona  of  this  practice,  which  wasrevifed  with  greater  force  in  1664. 
All  the  freemen  of  the  colony  were  originally  required  to  rote  in  person  at 
Newport,  for  the  annual  elootion  of  general  officers.  The  inconvenience  of 
thifi  course  led  in  1684  U>  the  revival  of  proxy  voting,  which  had  fallen  into 
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the  name  of  Daniel  Updike  for  attorney-general  in  place  chap. 
of  David  Howell,  and  with  six  assistants,  different  from  J^i^ 
those  on  the  federal  ticket.  The  other  general  ofBeers  1T90, 
were  the  same  on  both  proxies.  At  the  election,  the  anti-  -^1!.'''^ 
federal  party  triumphed.  The  seven  candidates  npon  that 
ticket  alone,  were  chosen  after  a  sharp  contest.  Tlze 
others  were  elected  by  general  consent. 

The  new  General  Assembly  met  at  lifewport,  and  de-  ^^y  ^■ 
clared  Arthur  Fenner  governor,  and  Samiiel  J.  Potter 
deputy-governor.'     A  charter  was  granted  to  the  Cran 
ston  Blues,  a  military  company. 

The  feeling  in  Congress  was  imbittered  against  Bhode 
Island  by  the  repeated  delays  in  adopting  the  constitution. 
The  extension  of  privilege  to  vessels  of  tliia  State  had 
already  expired.  A  bill  was  brought  into  the  Senate  to 
prohibit  all  commercial  intercourse  with  Rhode  Island,  18. 
and  to  require  payment  of  twenty-seven  thousand  dollars 
in  specie,  dtie  xipon  the  old  continental  rec[uisitions.  Still 
more  decisive  measures  were  taken  by  the  Federal  party 
within  the  State,  to  compel  a  prompt  and  favorable  deci- 
sion of  the  question.  On  the  day  appointed  for  the  con- 
vention to  reassemble  at  Newport,  a  large  meeting  of  the 
freemen  of  Providence  instracted  their  delegates,  in  case 
of  the  rejection  of  the  constitution,  or  further  postpone- 
ment of  the  question,  "  to  enter  a  solemn  and  spii-ited  pro- 
test against  such  rejection  or  adjournment,"  and  resolved, 
in  that  event,  to  unite  with  Newport  and  such  other  towns 
as  might  join  them,  in  an 'application  to  Congress  for  pro- 
tection, and  to  be  received  into  the  Union.     Fortunately 

disuse ;  and  neatly  a  century  later,  in  1760,  it  waa  again  revived  in  a 
Bpecial  statute  requiring  the  froHmeu  to  Tote  for  general  officers  at  their 
town  meetings.  It  thus  became  general,  and  the  paper  onwbieh  tbe  nnmes  of 
the  candidatesTOtedfor  were  written,  was  called  aproi.  In  time  this  came 
to  be  appUed  to  the  list  of  candidates  put  forward  by  the  different  pardes. 
The  word  is  better  than  "  ticket,"  because  more  distinctive  and  precise  in 
its  meaning.  It  continued  m  use  in  this  State  until  within  a  very  few  years. 
'  Got.  Fencer  oontinuod  in  oSoe  till  1805,  and  Dep.Gov.  Potter  till  1799, 
by  annual  election. 
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CHAP,  there  was  no  occasion  for  tlie  exercise  of  the  doubtful 
XXIV.  ,       .  , 

.^,^.^  power  herein  asaumed. 

M^"'  ^^  bttsineiSs  was  done  in  the  convention,  until  "Wed- 

3gJ  nesday,  when  the  instructions  from  the  several  towns  were 
read.  A  motion  to  adopt  the  Federal  constitution,  with 
the  Bill  of  Eights  and  amendments  before  reported,  the 
latter  to  be  recommendatory,  was  made.  A  test  question 
■was  presented  by  a  motion  to  adjourn,  which  the  presi- 
dent, upon  appeal,  decided  to  be  in  order.  A  warm  de- 
bate arose,  and  it  was  defeatedby  a  majority  of  nine  votes. 
The  motion  to  adopt  the  constitution  was  then  talien  up, 
and  the  instrument  was  read.  The  State  House  could  not 
contain  the  crowd  of  people  assembled  to  witness  the  mo- 
mentous proceedings.     For  more  ample  accommodation, 

27.  the  convention  removed  to  the  Second  Baptist  Church, 
where  for  three  days  the  great  debate  continued.  Many 
of  the  delegates  were  bound  by  instructions  to  vote  against 
the  adoption,  and  there  was  no  time  to  obtain  from  tlieir 
constituents  a  revision  of  those  instructions,  as  had  been 
done  in  the  ease  of  New  Hampsliire.  Had  it  been  so,  it 
was  tliought  tlie  majority  would  have  been  greater.     At 

29.  five  o'clock  on  Saturday  afternoon,  the  final  vote  was 
taken.  Thirty-four  members  voted  to  adopt  the  constitii- 
tion,  and  thirty-two  voted  in  the  negative,  A  majority 
of  two  votes  saved  the  people  of  Rhode  Island  from  anar- 
chy and  the  State  from  dismemberment. 

The  news  reached  Providence  before  midnight,  and 
was  announced  by  ringing  of  bells  and  the  booming  of 

BO.  camion.  The  next  day  the  retiu'ning  delegates  were  re- 
ceived with  a  national  salute  of  thirteen  guns.  "  Patriot- 
ism again  encroached  on  piety,  as  when  the  vote  for  caU- 
ing  the  convention  passed  in  tlie  preceding  January,  and 
the  stillness  of  the  Sabbatli  moi-ning  was  broken  by  the 
y        ioj?u\  roai'  of  artillery."  ' 

Ij  2,  In  all  the  seaport  towns,  and  many  others,  the  event 

'  Staples'  Annals,  p.  B49. 
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was  eelelDrated,  the  following  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  chap. 
with  every  token  of  joy.     The  news  waa  forwarded  by  ^^^' 
the  President  of  the  conYention  to  the  President  of  the    1790. 
United  States  in  a  letter  of  which  Col.  William  Barton    '^'"^^ 
was  the  bearer,  and  waa  communicated  in  a  special  mes-      !■ 
sage  to  both  houses  of  Oongress.     The  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  to  prevent  commercial  intercourse  with 
Rhode  Island,  was  dismissed,  and  bills  for  extending  tlie 
laws  of  the  United  Statea  over  the  new  State  were  intro- 
duced. 

Governor  Fenner  convened  a  special  session  of  the  T. 
General  Assembly,  at  which  all  the  members  of  the  gov- 
ernment took  the  oath  or  aflinnation  of  fealty  to  the  con- 
stitution. The  mode  of  electing  members  of  Congress 
was  prescribed,  Joseph  Stanton  of  Charlestown,  and 
Theodore  Poster  of  Providence,  were  chosen  United  States 
Senators,  and  at  the  subsequent  election  by  the  people,  Aug. 
Benjamin  Bourn  waa  chosen  to  be  the  Representative  in 
Soon  after  the  adjoumment  of  that  body, 

3sident  Washington  visited  Rhode  Island,  and  was  re- 
ceived with  great  enthusiasm  throughout  the  State. 

Thus  Rhode  Island  came  into  the  American  Union, 
cautiously  but  firmly  taking  upon  herself  the  obligations 
pf  the  constitution.  For  more  than  a  centtuy  and  a  half, 
the  State  had  enjoyed  a  freedom  unknown  to  any  of  her 
compeers,  and  through  more  than  half  of  that  peiiod,  her 
people  had  been  involved  with  rival  colonies  in  a  struggle 
for  political  existence,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  those 
principles  of  civil  and  religious  freedom  which  are  now 
everywhere  received  in  Amei'iea.  Well  might  the  people 
of  Rhode  Mand  hesitate  to  sun'ender  ever  so  small  a  por- 
tion of  that  liberty  which  to  other  Statea  was  yet  but  an 
experiment,  when  to  them  it  had  long  been  an  established 
fact.  A  jealousy  of  more  powerful  States  had  with  too 
good  reason  been  deeply  implanted  in  the  Rhode  Island 
mind.  The  memory  of  former  suffeiings  could  not  be  at 
once  effaced,  although  the  glorious  epoch  of  the  Revolu- 
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CHAP,  tion  divided  tlie  past  from  the  present.  The  first  State  to 
^^^'  strilie  a  blow  for  freedom  was  the  \sst  to  recognize  a  ays- 
1730.  tern  by  which  that  freedom  coald  best  be  preserved. 
Since  that  memorable  day,  the  experience  of  seventy  years 
has  taught  Ehode  Island  the  value  of  the  Union.  May 
her  eons  forever  guard  the  sacred  tniat,  and  the  em- 
hlematic  anchor  of  the  State  hold  fast  upon  the  Constitu- 
tion. 


APPENDIX    IC. 

A  LIST  OF  THE  CHIEF  MAGISTKATES  OF  RHODE  ISLAND. 

At  Providence  tliere  was  no  Chief  Magistrate  until  the  organizar 
■APP'  tion  of  the  coloEy  under  tlie  Pariiainentary  Patent  in  1647,  Thegov- 
emment  was  a  pnre  democracy  from  the  settlement  in  1686,  uatil  1640, 
when  a  committee  of  five  men,  called  "  disposers,"  were  inTested  with 
a  partial  control  of  local  affairs.  At  Warteic^  a  similar  system  pre- 
vailed. 

Portstnouth,  (first  called  Pocasset,) 
Judges. 
1633,  March  7,     'William  Coddington,    to  April  30,  1689, 
1639,  April  80,     'William  Hutchinson,     "  Marci  13, 1640, 
when  Portsmouth  and  Wewporfc  were  united. 

Jfeop  ort. — Judge. 
1630,  April  30,      William  Coddington,     to  Maret  13,  1640. 

After  fJie  union  of  Portsmouth  aud  Newport,  the  title  of  Governor 
was  given  to  the  Chief  Magistrate,  and  William  Coddington  held  the 
office  till  the  organization  of  the  colony,  May  19,  1647. 


PEESIDENTS  UNDER  THE  PAKLIAMEFTAET  PATENT. 

1647,  May, 

Jolm  Coggeshall,           to  May,  1648. 

1648,  do. 

WiEiam  Coddington,      "  do.    1649. 

1649,  do. 

John  Smith,                       "   do.    1650. 

1650,  do. 

Nicholas  Easton,            "  Aug.,  1651. 

The  retur 

n  of  Coddington  from  England,  in  Angust,  1651,  with 

„Google 


LIST   OF   CHIEF   MAGISTRATES.  565 

n  for  life  as  Governor  of  Rhode-island  and  Conanicut,  caused  CHAP, 

a  separation  of  the  mainland  towns  from  the  islands,  which  continued  5XIV. 

tUl  the  repeal  of  his  commission  ai'rived,  in  Febrnary,  1662-8,  after  "T^^ 

wMcb,  a  conflict  between  tlie  two  General  Assemblies,  each  claiming  ja. 
to  represent  the  chaitered  colony,  pi-olonged  the  sepai-ation.    Tie 
mainland  towns  continued  to  elect 

Presidents  of  Providence  and  Warmieh 


16B3,  May, 

John  Smith, 

to  May,  1663. 

16B3,  do. 

Gregory  Dexter, 

"   do.    1654, 

and  the  island  to 

wns  upon  the  suspension 

of  Ooddington,  elected 

President  of  Aquednech. 

I6B3,  May, 

John  Sandford,  sen 

or,  to  May,  1664, 

when  the  union  i 

cas  re-established.    Wei 

esume  the  list  for  the  whole 

1654,  May, 

Nicholas  Easton, 

to  Sept  12, 1664. 

1654,  Sept. 

Eoger  'Williams, 

"  May,       1657. 

1657,  May, 

Benedict  Arnold, 

"  do.          1660. 

1660,  do. 

William  Brenton, 

"  do.          1362. 

1602,  do. 

Benedict  Arnold, 

"  Nov.  25,  16S8. 

GOVEEKOES  tWDER  TEE  EOYAL  CHARTER. 

1663,  Nov. 

Benedict  Arnold, 

to  May,      1666. 

1666,  May, 

William  Brenton, 

"  do.        1669. 

1669,  do. 

Benedict  Arnold, 

"  do.        1673. 

167S,  do. 

Nicliolas  Easton, 

"  do.        1674. 

1674,  do. 

William  Ooddington, 

"  do.        1676. 

1676,  do. 

Walter  Olarte, 

"  do.        16T7. 

1677,  do. 

Benedict  Arnold, 

"  June  20, 1678,  died. 

1678,  Aug.  28, 

William  Ooddington, 

"Nov.  1,  16TS,  died. 

1678,  Nov.  8, 

Jobn  Cranston, 

"  Mar.  13, 1680,  died. 

1680,  March  16, 

Peleg  Sandford, 

"  May,       1683. 

1638,  May, 

Wifliam  Ooddington,  ji 

,"  do.        16S5. 

1685,  do. 

Henry  Bull, 

■'  do.         1686. 

1686,  do. 

Walter  Ciaike, 

"  June  29,  1686, 

whea  the  charter  viex  suspended  by  Sir  Edmund  Andros.    It  was 

resumed  May  1,  1689,  but  Gov,  Claite,  declining  to  act,  Deputy-Gfov- 

ernor  Co^eshall  conducted  affairs  till 

1690,  Feb.  27,        Henry  Bull,  to  May,      1690. 

1690,  May,  John  Easton,  "  do.        1695. 

16B5,  do.  Caleb  Carr, 

1696,  Jan.,  Walter  Clarke, 
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CHAP 

1698,  Mm-ch, 

Samuel  Cranston, 

to  April  a 

,  1727,  died. 

XXIV 

1737,  May, 

Joseph  Jenokes, 

"May, 

1733. 

appT 

M. 

1782,  do. 

William  Wanton, 

"Dec, 

1783,  died. 

1734,  do. 

John  Wanton, 

"  July  5, 

1740,  died. 

1740,  July  16, 

Eiohard  Ward, 

"May, 

1743. 

3748,  May, 

William  Greene, 

"  do. 

1745. 

1745,  do. 

Gideon  Wanton, 

"  do. 

1746. 

1746,  do. 

William  Greene, 

"  do. 

1747. 

1747,  do. 

Gideon  Wanton, 

"  do. 

1748. 

1748,  do. 

William  Gi-eene, 

"  do. 

1756. 

1T55,  do. 

Stephen  Hopkina, 

"do. 

1757. 

1757,  do. 

Wmiam  Gi-eene, 

"  Feb.  23, 1758,  died. 

1768,  Maroli  14, 

Stephen  Hopkins, 

"May, 

1762. 

ITflS,  May, 

Samuel  Waj'd, 

"  do. 

1763. 

1763,  do. 

Stephen  Hopkins, 

"  do. 

1765. 

1700,  do. 

Samuel  Ward, 

"  do. 

1787. 

1767,  do. 

Stephen  Hopkins, 

"  do. 

1T68. 

1768,  do. 

Josias  Lyndon, 

"  do. 

1760. 

]r6&,  do. 

Joseph  Wanton, 

"  Nov.  7 

1775,  depos 

1776,  Not., 

Nicholas  Cooke, 

"  ilay, 

1778. 

1778,  May, 

William  Greene,  jr., 

"  do. 

17S6. 

1786,  do. 

John  Collins, 

"  do. 

1790, 

1780,  do. 

Arthur  rcnner. 

APPENDIX    N. 

LIST  OF  THE  DEPUTY-GO¥ERNOES  OF  RHODE  ISLAND. 


Of  Aquedmck,  William  Brenton,  from  March   12,  1640,  to  May 
19,  1647.    The  office  did  not  exist  under  the  Parliamentai'j  Patent. 


ty'Goi:emor&  under  the  Eoyal  Charter. 


%  STov., 

William  Brenton, 

to  May,  1666 

,May, 

Nicholas  Easton, 

"  do.     1669 

,  do. 

John  Clarke, 

"  do.     1670 

),  do. 

!Nioholaa  Easton, 

"  do.     1671 

,  do. 

John  Clai'ke, 

"  do.     1673 

,do. 

John  Cranston, 

"  do.     1678 

,  do. 

William  Ooddington, 

"  do.     1674 

i,  do. 

John  Easton, 

"April,  1676 

'  Walter  Clarke,  Yitsi  Assistant,  was  noting  deputy-governor  after  the 
adjoamed  sesdon  of  the  Assembly,  April  II,  1676,  na  appears  by  bis  letter 
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1876,  May, 

Jotn  Cranston,                to  Nov, 

,  1678. 

CHAP 

1678,  Nop., 

James  Barker, 

'  May, 

1679. 

XXIV 

1070,  May, 

Walter  CUAe, 

do. 

1686. 

APF. 

1686,  do. 

John  OoMeshflU, 

'  Juno, 

1686. 

N. 

Charter  suspended,  June  39,  1686,  by  Sir  E 

Audros, 

resumed 

1689,  May  1, 

John  Coggebliall, 

oMay, 

1690. 

1690,  do. 

John  Greene, 

'    do. 

1700. 

1700,  do. 

"Walter  Olarlte, 

'    do.  23, 1714,  died. 

1714,  June  15, 

Henry  Tew, 

'    do. 

1715. 

1716,  May, 

Joseph  Jencke'!, 

'    do. 

1721. 

1721,  do. 

Johu  Wanton, 

'   do. 

1733. 

ir22,  do. 

Joseph  Jenckes, 

'    do. 

1727. 

1737,  do. 

Jonathan  Niotols, 

'Aug. 

,  1737,  died. 

1727,  August, 

Thomas  Fry, 

'May, 

1729. 

1739,  May, 

John  Wanton, 

'  do. 

1734. 

1734,  do. 

George  Hassaa-d, 

'June, 

1738,  died. 

1788,  July  5, 

Daniel  Abbott^ 

'May, 

1740. 

1740,  May, 

Eiohard  Ward, 

'July, 

1740. 

1740,  July  15, 

William  Greene, 

May, 

1743. 

1743,  May, 

Joseph  Whipple, 

do. 

1745. 

1745,  do. 

WiUiam  Eohinaon, 

'    do. 

1746. 

1746,  do. 

Joseph  Whipple, 

do. 

1747. 

1747,  do. 

William  Robinson, 

do. 

1748. 

1748,  do. 

William  Ellery, 

'   do. 

1750. 

1750,  do. 

Robert  Hazard, 

do. 

1751. 

1751,  do. 

Joseph  Whipple, 

Nov.  3 

1763. 

1763,  Nov.  3, 

Jonathan  Nioliols,  jr., 

May, 

1754. 

1764,  May, 

John  Gardner, 

do. 

1755. 

1755,  do. 

Jonatbau  Nichols,  jr.. 

Sept.  8 

1756,  died 

1756,  Sept. 

Jonathan  Gardner, 

Jan. 

1764,  died. 

1764,  Feb.  37, 

Joseph  Wanton,  jr., 

May, 

1765. 

1765,  May, 

Elisha  Brown, 

do. 

1767. 

1767,  do. 

Joseph  Wanton,  jr.. 

do. 

1768. 

1768,  do. 

Nicholas  Cooke, 

do. 

1769. 

1769,  do. 

Darius  Sessions, 

do. 

1775. 

1775,  do. 

Nicliolas  Cooke, 

Nov.  7 

1775. 

1775,  KoY. 

WiUiam  Bradford, 

May, 

1778. 

1778,  May, 

Jabez  Bowen, 

do. 

1780, 

1780,  do. 

WilUam  West, 

do. 

1781. 

1781,  do. 

Jabez  Bowei),                   ' 

do. 

1786. 

1786,  do. 

Daniel  Owen,                     ' 

do. 

1790. 

1790,  do. 

Samuel  J.  Potter. 

of  13  April,  to  the  paople  of  Providence,  and  w 

s  ohosen 

govemor  at  the 

ensuing  election 

May  3,  10T6. 
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APPENDIX    O. 

WILLIAM  BLACESTOKE. 


To  the  researches  of  my  friend  Mr.  Sylvanua  Oliace 
Newman,  the  genealogist,  wlioseiuitiring  zeal  in  decypher- 
ing  tombstones,  as  well  as  ancient  mannecripts,  has  earned 
for  him  the  name  of  die  "  Old  Mortality  "  of  Rhode  Island, 
I  am  indebted  for  the  subjoined  facts,  explaining  the  mys- 
tery that  has  long  shrouded  the  life  of  the  first  settler  of 
the  State,  and  proving  the  existence  at  this  day  of  lineal 
descendants  from  him.  The  family  of  WilUam  Black- 
stone  has  until  lately  been  supposed  to  be  extinct,  and  m 
correction  of  that  statement,  made  in  the  note  at  the  bot- 
tom of  page  99,  vol.  i.  of  this  work,  Mr.  Newman  has 
kindly  sent  me  the  foUowmg  letter : 

rAWTi,-cKET,  E.  I„  December  S,  isr/i 
To  Hod.  Samuel  Greene  ArnoJcl,  Author  of  "  History  of  Hbodo 
Isluad." 

Deae  Sib  :— lu  "Vol.  I.  page  99,  of  your  Hiet'iry  of  ttis  State, 
you  repeat  tlie  long  mippomd  fact,  that  the  family  of  "William 
Blackstone,  whom  you  coiTectly  designate  as  the  flrat  settler  of  the 
territory  now  known  as  the  Stat*  of  Ehode  Island,  "  is  now  ex- 
tinct." Such  was  truly  the  long  supposed  fact  among  earlier  histo- 
rians ;  but  Time  is  the  great  revealer  of  facts.  After  a  very  careful 
collation  of  all  the  records  relating  to  this  matter  now  known  to  he  in 
esistence,!  have  nodouht  that  the  following  suramaiyis  substantially 
con-eot  Williaia  Blaclcstone  [our  Pilgrim,  then  spelled  Blaston]  was 
descended  from  a  family  of  some  distiootion  who  had  long  inhabited 
the  vicinity  of  Salisbury  in.  the  west  of  England ;  he  was  bom  in 
1595,  eateredEmanuelOollege,Oambridge,England,andin  161T,  took 
the  degree  of  A.  B.;  in  1631,  received  the  degree  of  A.  JI.,  and  en- 
tered into  Episcopal  orders ;  iu  1623  came  to  America  with  the  ex- 
pedition of  Robert  Gorges,  whose  objects  were  to  establish  an  Episco- 
pal Colony,  but  tliey  being  dissatisfied  with  the  general  aspect  of  t!ie 
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country,  and  prospects  before  them,  soon  abandoned  their  enterprise,  CHAP, 
and  i-etumed  to  England,  leaving  Blackstone,  who  chose  to  stay  and  XSIV. 
pitch  his  tent  at  Shawmut  [now  Boston]  as  its  sole  inhabitant,  where  "7pp" 
heremained  till  the  spring  of  1635,  when  he  left  and  established  hia  o.  ' 
home  at  Study  ffiU,  where  after  forty  years'  residence,  he  died  at  the 
age  of  eighty,  and  was  buried  on  the  38th  of  May,  1675,  old  style, 
equivalent  to  June  8,  new  style,  being  184  years  ago  last  June,  [1859.] 
Mr.  Blactstoae,  in  1669,  man-ied  a  Boston  widow,  [Stevenson,]  and 
at  his  death  left  one  child,  a  minor,  [John,]  who,  on  Sept.  10, 1992, 
sold  the  estate  his  father  left,  to  David  Whipple,  and  removed  into  the 
then  village  of  Pi-ovidence,  where  he  became  a  shoemater.  The  old 
Bookof  Keoords  ia  the  Archives  of  Providence,  showshim  to  be  there 
in  1699.  Wo  birth  of  a  child  is  recorded  tohim,bnt  as  many  pages  are 
missing,  there  might  once  have  been  sucii  a  fact  recorded ;  and  I  estab- 
lish the  fact  through  the  following  facta :  A  child  named  John  Black- 
stone  was  born  that  year,  who  after  various  voyagings  about  the  world, 
finally  became  a  man  of  character  and  property,  and  settled  at  Bran- 
ford,  Ot.,  where  lie  died,  and  the  following  is  a  copy  from  his  tomb- 
stone, "  In  memory  of  John  Blackstone,  who  departed  this  life  Jan. 
3, 1T85,  aged  86  years,  eleven  months,  and  15  days."  This  tombstone, 
and  the  change  in  style,  establishes  his  birth  to  be  in  1009  ;  and  in  a 
document  stillin  esistence,  he  states  that  he  "  was  bom  in  Providence, 
New  England,  in  1699,"  Now  as  there  was  tbea  no  otier  of  that 
name  in  any  of  the  New  England  colonies,  I  regard  it  as  condnsive 
that  this  John,  whose  memorial  is  above  copied,  was  the  son  of  John 
Blackstone  the  shoemaker,  and  his  wife  Oatlierine  [Qorham]  of  Provi- 
dence ;  and  gi'andson  to  the  Pilgrim,  many  of  whose  nobler  qualities 
he  seemed  to  have  inherited,  instead  of  adopting  the  indolence  of  his 
father.  His  descendants  (one  of  whom,  Hon.  James  Blackstone,  now 
[IS59]  resides  on  his  original  homestead  in  Branfoi'd,  Ot..)  have  been 
few  and  sparse,  but  highly  respectable  In  each  generation ;  and  about 
a  dozen  very  worthy  fhmihes,  mostly  in  the  7th  generation  from  tliis 
forefather  of  Ehods  Island,  ai'e  now  living  in  the  two  States  of  Con- 
necticut and  New.  York, 

The  above  is  but  one  of  the  many  instances  where,  by  the  historic 
mistake  of  some  early  writer,  later  generations  have  lost  sight  of  their 
origin,  and  where  it  lias'fallen  to  the  lot  of  Genealogy  to  restore. 

The  life  and  character  of  the  illustrious  first  settler  of  Rhode 
Island,  possess  ample  cldms  to  an  honorable  memory ;  but  as  that  is 
more  particularly  the  work  of  the  Biographer,  and  well  knowing  the 
value  of  your  time  and  space,  I  have  endeavored  to  condense  the  above 
foots  into  as  brief  a  compass,  as  the  scattered  and  entangled  material 
woold  seem  to  admit  of;  and  yon  are  at  liberty  to  make  such  nse  of 
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CHAP,  all  or  any  pwt  of  this  synoptical  sheet  as  jou  may  think  conducive  to 

SXJT.  the  interests  of  posterity, 
^■pp  Eespectfuily  your  Obt.  Servant, 

0.  S.  0.  NEWMAS, 


The  same  gentleman  has  solved  tlie  question  in  regard 
to  the  non-appearance  of  the  name  of  John  Smith,  the  mil- 
ler, in  the  deed  of  Eoger  "Williams  to  tlie  oi-iginal  settlers  of 
Providence,  mentioned  on  page  101  of  vol.  i.  It  is  known 
there  were  at  that  early  day,  fom'  John  Smiths  in  the 
colony,  two  of  whom,  father  and  son,  were  millers.  The 
father  was  the  companion  of  Williams,  and  was  ah-eady 
dead  when  the  deed  made  in  1666,  and  ante-dated  Oct.  8, 
1638,  was  executed.  This  correction  will  be  made  in  the 
text,  should  this  work  ever  reach  a  second  edition. 
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152, 457, 45»,  4flfl,  m,  474,  4S2. 
Clotliing,  BOSrolty  at,  40S-«,  419, 441. 

Coa^era  H^bor  Island,  SS,  e9. 

Ooddinstoii,  John,  37^. 

OoddLngion,  Watbantal,  22. 

Coddinglon,  Wllllun,  U. 

OafR;e,auty  on,  251,261. 

Ooggeetiiill,  Daniel  Jr.,  234. 

CoBgesbaJl,  Joeepk,  Zll. 

Ooggeaball,  Mattlev,  39T. 

GoggeatiHlKTIiomM,  42111.,  ISO, 

CiriiiogB,  tf.  a.,  622 ;  petition  for,  In  E.  I., 

OoinoTdonoea,  &!n.,4S8. 

Cold,  Intense,  4S2. 

Golden,  Cadwallader,  132;  Lt.  Qdt.  of  N.  Y., 

264. 
Cole,  Eilwsrd,  Llent.,  147  ;  Capl. ,  160, 151, 163, 

190;  Lt.CuL,lBB. 
Cole,  John,  S2S,  328;  Lt ,  391. 
Cede,  ThoDiBe,  Lt.,  364;  Capt.,38B,43S,47 
Colearore,  Bteplien,  163. 
Coleman,  Bdward,  it,,  3B1. 
Colomsn,  John,  19, 20. 
College  HlU.ift,    See  Brown  Unlveraity. 
Collier,  Bir  Geoi^,  442. 
ColUne,  Henry,  flS. 
OolliDB,  John,  SK,  3S4:  M.  C,  417,  451, 

470,492,  457,  m  m,ia»;  Gov.,  620, 

631,65»,660. 
Collins,  Josliua,  348, 
CoUlns,  Thomaa,  Lt.,  213. 
ColambOB,  b-igcte,  E64,  seS,  372,  3S5, 415. 
Colville,  Adni.,  Lord,  238,  246,  263, 
CommerolalAgente,  602. 


[2(J,  129, 1^2,  5eo, 


e>,  144,  1< 


28,  78,  B5,  ir 
i7  ;  u!  S 


mdenco. 


Commons,  Honee  of,  127. 145, 174, 17K,  264,  2e 

CoiDBb>oI£,Xdam,M^,  367:  Lt.  Col.,  381,39 
Oomstock,  Job,B76. 
Coinetoob,  William,  Lt.,  391. 

358,  364,  371,  B89,4M,'421,'422,  437,446.'  Si 

Concord.  I^nes..'  341. 346. 
Confede 

com^ted,  403. ' 

Oongregi 


1,346. 

adopted  by  £ 


^    J63,soa 

333-4,3: 


r66, 266,  281:;  Con- 
ed by  R,  I.,  325, 
S :  adopt  taxation. 


145,203,378,397, 
-—■ '-itlon  of  U.  " 
itotes,  541 
iiid  Va..  6 


214,  2^  n.| 
^,456,462^ 


adopted  l™ 
S:  "ir^W;  ^.  C„'648', 


DnrentlonB  of  Govs.,  37,  BS  n.,  43, 197,  203 :  at 
Prov,,  BSa,  392,  469,  471 ;  Sprfnefleld,  ik 
■-■    ''  V  Haven,  411^413  ;T!.Qreenwioli, 


Cooka,  John,  sis ;  Col., SSI. 
Cooke,  John, 397;  Ll.,439. 
Cooke,  Nlcholae,  236,  267 ;  Dep. 
m,  363,  367  i  Got.,  3*1,  m 


Cooke,  ailaa,  Lt,,  1B8. 

'^TOu,Wlllinm,  Lt.,  "'" 

lOpor,  J.  F.,  Hati 

Cophy,'johne.,'ar 

Copy-rig-- 

Cork.  20 


'  134.'       ^  ■'  ' 
J,  Lt.  Col.,  B4S,  40 


Cornell,  Josepli,  397. 
"-- nelina.  Dr.  EU88,449. 
nwallls.  Lord,  MnJ.  Gi 


uwaiiiE-  Ljora,  Mnj.  uen.,  tit 
462, 467, 462,  468, 471,  472,  4! 


u  into,  IB,  9T,  167, 177 ;  mlna- 


CotlTta^nB.'l.,  Coinaion  rmia,  ia,m.  Ill, 
634 ;  StipremB,16 ;  Ohanoetj  or  Eqi 
.  .J-n.  -.";'Bnl4rlngfee:40;°- 


SS; 


BOV,  H»  ;  DO 

21,34,  4A  IB.  

61, 2B8  295 ;  enperlor,  98 
531,634,686,646;  Kevlslouui,  go,  iii,  loi  ; 
of  Coma,,  226  ;  proeaedinga  of,  see  Trials; 
Prize,  370. 
irt  HonacB  built,  93,  112, 120, 177, 136, 186, 
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CowpenB,  461. 
CozienB,  BenJBmln,  Lt.,  433. 
OrBiok,  br.,461. 
Orflnam],  AmoB,  LU  SSV. 
OraudaU,  Xdwud,  Ct.,  B9I. 
Crandall,  Josepli,  Lt.,  S9L 
OrandiU,  BmnDel,  wi, 
Ortms,  John,  Cejii.,  S48 ;  Ool.  480. 
Onmatou,  81, 1S8,  ael,  BOB,  342,  sso,  > 
CranBton,  John,  Capt.,  SSn.,  S4, 1^ 
'"■  '*-'    '*I,126;Com,-'-^-' 


40;  di 
„'i™stoB. 

20,  25, 

87,74,  ..,„,,.„„ 
Craty,  Ool.  AicbllMlc 

CrewleBB 
Crier,  k™ 
Crtmlnnl 


,2,8,6,7,11,16,18,19, 


84,92,24611,;  death.  Si 
tS,  061.  Aidiibidd,  sii,  MS,  SI 
m,  4S6, 4B9,  441, 4tl,  412. 


DclanQey,  Gos.  of  N.  T.,  187. 

DdawaiB,  Bay.,  368,  420;  River,  Bft 
11 ;  State,  ^,  4S8,  Ml,  648. 

Dele^nies  to  CongreBS,  336.  34S.  372 
398,  401,  417,  454,  469,  470,  482,  48 
611,  ei3,  al7,  620,  M4,  603 :  teiios 

DeLBTi,22B. 

I>enn1s,  John,  Capt,,  153, 168,  201. 

DenuiB,  TrailMii,  Capi. ,  201  n. 

Dennleon,  Win\(Lr[!,  391. 

Denlon,  Daniel,  163. 

DepDtteB,  57 ;  e:f empt  from  arreeC,  1 


entoj,  I 


Custom,  foes 


Oomit  de,  & 
foes  reiDlate 


.  JoBspb, 3! 
tde,i60. 
regDlated,  il,  42, 142,  263 ;  offlc 
sppmntod.  111,  2S7,  240,  288  ;  acts  of,  2 
commlssionere  of,  276, 278,  28^,  MS ;  hOD 
oioeefl,  E58  ;  aote  63,  296,  238. 
Cj-gnet,  H.  IS.  M. ,  sloop,  262, 268,  269, 264. 


Dautoa,  indlon,  87. 
Dane,  ITathaD,  639. 
Dark  day.  The,  465. 


Ba^Merg  of  Llbsrty,  Q 


Da*^,  Esv.  BbeneH..,-... 

I>aT)a,  JoDathiui,  397. 

DavlB,  JWBPb,  m  ;  Lt.,  198, 

DavlB,  ■Wlllhm,  369  ;  Lt.,a9«. 

Dayton,  Henry,  Oapt,,44l,*78. 

Deane,  SamneL  Hiet.  of  Scituate  cited,  113. 

Death  penalty  In  K.  I.,  286  n. 

Dentil  in  office— of  Ooro,,  S3, 113,  128,211;  of 
dep,  OovB.,  £4,  93.  119,  202,  243:  of  other 
el-Hl  offloere,  226, 30S,  S70 :  of  es-offleen,  28, 
171,  246,  614,  662;  of  military  ofBcerg,  366, 
383,  aS6,  396, 408  416,  420,  4MI,  470, 479. 

DebateE,  eeeret,  oboliBlied,  332. 

De  Biota,  Gilbert,  301 

Debt,  Tha  Stale,  461,  600,  612,  629,  632-3,  636, 
637-8,644-6. 

" — *.nr,  Btenhen,  ISB,  404. 
ionainfiivorofB.  • 


"SS 


Deiter,  Daniai,  tt.,  4SB. 

Dester,  Daniel  8.,  Cnpt.,  467, 472,  4' 

Dexter,  David,  Lt.  18D., 

Daitor,  David  Jr.,  318 ;  Capt.,  807,  i 


Dexter,  Samuel,  362, 

Diamond,  Bcnjaniin,  Lt.,  SIS;  Capt.,! 

"■"I'—Bon,  John,  279,  2BB. 


Discontent  flrel  avowed,  221 ;  in  e 


ioof,210,211;n<lopl- 


Bights,  262,  330.  Bi 
Doolaratory  Act  of  ParH 
De  Corny,  Lewis  Ethia, 


13,72,81,119.132-1. 
n.;  Howe'B.  379;  of 
Independence, 
^ent,  286,  267, 276. 


Dolphin,  fort,  !12, 
Donop.  Count.  408, 
Don-anco.  Geoi™,  348. 
DouelQBa'  Buminary,  180. 
Douglas,  David,  232,  238. 
Donw,  -Voliksri,  ail 
DoHiier,  Silae,  al7, 200, 
Drowne,  WlUlam,  Lt,  S67. 
'~  'onliennBSB,  Acta  sgalnBt,  60,  81, 
_jokmatieinK.L.  ri,103, 
DuddlngBton,  Lt,  William,  SOS,  SIO,  311, 
'^,326, 

Duflicy!  Col.  J„'gov,  o/MaJ8„2,  S.1, 
10,11,13,14,10,18.  20,  21, 22,_2B, 24 

DutB  of  Marlboro,  privateer,  168. 

Dnmmer,  Jeremiah,  07, 88, 89n„  71, 

Duaimer,  William,  73, 

Dunbar,  Geovg".  110. 

Dunn,  Capt.  Benjamin,  B19,  S20. 

Duquesne,  fbrt,  1S7, 193,  212, 216, 216. 

Dnrell,  Adro.,  217,  219,  £33. 

Durfee,  Joeepli,  Capt,,  412. 

Durfee,  Joaepli,  Co^,  419. 

Dnlch  Aflriean  Oonjpany,  SI  n, 

Dutch  vessel  taken,  142;  smuggling  toj 
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Duxbnry,  166. 

Dyer,  CIuiiIm,  Cant,,  SSfl,  105. 

Dyer,  Charlea,  Lt.,  391, 

Dyar,  ChrlBtopbet,  Lt.,3M  ;  Cupt.,  3S2. 

E 

Earthgnakefl,  M,  232,  *94. 

East  India  Company,  32a,  82S,  330  n.    Trado, 

601,  Ml,  6(5. 
East  Gteenwleh,  135,  111,  186,  289,802, 308,311, 

ai4,  32<l,  S3S,  EdO,  341,  339,  411,  M3,  445,  443, 

IBS,  MS,    G17,   622,   64S,   657,    e«0.      See 

Greemvifib. 
Baetliok.Ieaao.aea. 

Eaehia,  Oova.  John  luiii  Nioliolas,  2S,  21. 
Easton,  KloliDlae,  816,  681, 632. 
EnsUm'B  Point,  81,  174,  412;  pund,  117, 123; 

boaoh,  173,  226,  236, 681. 
Baton,  Josopb,  2B9n. 
Economy  rn'opoeefl,  213. 
'  Eddy,  BenjamiQ,  Lt.,  211. 


Edward,  tori  IM,  I9S,  206,  207. 

Edwards,  Bev.  JonatluiD,  127. 

Edwards,  Bev.  Morgftn,  248, 2»  n. 

Effigy,  liang^  in,  268, 4». 

%r8mont,^aTi  of,  2Ea,  233. 

Eldced,  Samaai,  147 ;  Lt.,  163. 

Eldied,  Wililam,  Lt.,  zd. 

Eldridea,  Oapt.,  B;  Jo]in,2». 

Eieotlone,  Ooart  of,  60  :  days  for,  140,  225, '. 

bUBlneaa  at.  111,  656  ;  tr.  S.,  662;  I^ws. 

Votiim  and  Froeiiold. 
Eiizabeth,  Qneen,  31  n.,  122,  312. 
Elizabetlitown,  468. 
Ellzar,  Isaaa,  404. 
Elk  Elver,  4*1, «». 
Bllery,  Benjamin,  46,  S6, 128. 
Eiiery,  ■WTlllani,  128,  162,  177,  461;  Doputy. 

QoTomor,  171;   M.  O.,  SK,  101,  117,  161, 

470,  432,  m,  600,  603,  611,  613,  614 :  C.  J., 

618,  610. 
Eiliot,  liobert,  Capt.,  S32 ;  Col.,  391,  4<I4, 112, 

laa, -151, 478. 
Elton,  Ubv.  Borneo,  cited,  8, 30. 

BmbargoBB,  186, 1^6,  iei,'2IM,  206,  212,  230, 883, 


E^™ 


lasing  Commllteo,  108. 

imiea,  118,  858. 

opul  OiiBiobes,  20,70,87,9411.,  118,  IS 


ih  da  U',  602. 

,4*i;of  N.  T.,  31 

.  II.— 73 


of,  112. 
f  the  Cba 

&:!eDnttons,  capital,  hi,  li9, 226, 230, 108,  ISO. 

Eieter,  110,  209, 270, 401, 650. 

Exeter,  N.Harap.,  626. 

Espeaaea,  war,  ISB,  170, 171,  MB,  213  ;  gowm- 

ment,  106,  323. 
Eiporfn  of  K.  I.,  106. 
Eyi'e,  William,  Capt.,  198. 


Fairfield,  442. 
Falrliavei!,  181. 
Falcon,  H.  B.  M.  ship. 


Fammc  Gooee  Boy,  118, 119. 
Fanning,  Col.,  187. 
FanuoirHall,  291. 
Fast  Dnyfl,  200,  336,  838, 310,  85!,  31 


of  Edward,)  Lt., 


Fenner,  Arthur,  Gov.,  600,  561, 
Fenner,  Jeremiab,  376. 
Fenner,  Jotn,  375. 
Ferries,  29;  17,  78,  81,  92, 110,  If 
FeeaeniileD,  6.  M.,  Hist,  of  V 

Field,  Jaines,  548  n. 
Field,  John,  tu  ;  Capt.,  318. 
Field,  Nathaniel,  343. 
Field's  Fohit,  364,  172. 


06,  361,  366, 868,  399, 

E.  T.,  811. 
,392,406. 
68,  M,  103,  111,  115, 117, 13B, 

ElBlJkili,7i6,'470r  ■ 
FIsb,  Daniel,  391. 


,   a7, 1'lS 

177, 139,  21 
Clre-arms  r"' 
rire.diipa, 
riah  and  Fi 


i^h^' 


Zli. 


.  Then: 


Fisk,  Wil 
Fitofi  Go^ 

Htb  Noti( 


■la™,  Ebenezer,  361;  Capt.,  364,8* 

189:  death,  170, 
lagg,  Josiah;  UaJ.,412:  Lt..Col,43i 
laf-toita,  381. 


Flora,  H.  R  M.  frigate,  42 
FlDrWa,  211, 109. 
Fly,U.  a.  lender,  868. 
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1  80, 143,  IH,  hi  l^B,  16fl,  16S,  1 
I  8,  ig»,  S02,  aiZ,  219,  2Xi,  229,  3 
(    M,  356,  S5S,8!0, 371,  373,101,4 


Fiold,  Rawaoii  &.  Cooka,  811. 

sopb,  of  LebBnon,  107, 

w.  Orin.  Hlat.  of  Pall  i-ivcr,  1G5. 


Is  Gov.  JobB  B.,  sis. 
k     ,  Jnmes,  94,  100, 109,  MS, 

J  me9,  UD,  185. 
kl      Benjamin,  M,  188,  £60,  2i 
30,  33  jm  862,  46a,  014. 
1  k  IT.,  241. 
Tbomas,  37S. 
Asa  429. 
1         nd  Freeliold  Aula,  57,  Ti 


200>--S40 :  TSBselB  taken,  9 
^  i  in  Oamidn,  332  ;  W.  Ind 
enty,  414 ;  f.eela,  1&4,  20(1,  4£ 


peraiioua  or  4ai  j  aeieai 
a ;  Begimeuis,  4BD  n. ;  at 


la,  h,  eo,  84,' 9S;  Dep.  Gov.,  93. 


Gnge,TJioinnn,Mai,  Gaii,, 247,263, 264, 2: 
SS2,  304,  306  :  Gov.  of  Masj.,  S31, 31 
SSB,  345,316,  552,853, 

Galloway,  toaohcr,  41. 

(Mvoz,  &ov.,170, 

GmiilHer,  Caleb,  Cipt.,  359-;  !■»;  C"l.,  31 

Osjdinc 


_._  liner,  Jnmc,-B,6apt„  348;  Adjt.,46 
Giirainer's  Island,  462,  468. 
Gardner,  Francis  W„  Lt.,  301. 
Gardner,  Geoira,  Cant.,  19S,  264, 
Qai-dner,  Jobn,  118,144;  Dep.  Gov.,  1 

dentb,  248. 
Garaier,  John,  M.  O.,  641,  549,  55S. 
Goi-dner,  Joaepb,  Lt.,  133. 


uaraner,  wiLiiam  iniirsion,  ^u. 

GatBla,  Joliu,  Oapt.,  891,  HI. 

OaBPoe  Bay, «. 

Gasuee,  H.  B.  M.  sehr,,  25S,  SOS,  809,  t 

£23,  321,  336,  313, 3U,  851,  SSI,  3TS. 
Gotee,  G       "        '  '""   ""  '" 


l-SO, 


™.,  ™^,  =,,  .„,  160, 133, 469. 

Gazstle,  K.  I.,  109  ;  Prov.,  239,  26B,  257,  253, 
331,376,  3!7, 60S;  Npt.,  tOl;  Boston,  13!. 

General  Aesembty,  espulsion  of  memberB,  1 : 
powara,  13,  aj,  16  ;X!onrt  of  Appeal,  16, 31, 
135;  of  election,  60,  141 :  nlerks,  61;  ses- 
sions, 229,  S60 ;  nnmlwT  of  membew.  111 ; 
odjoummonts,  120,  219,  231 ;   suataine  its 

173;  jiQiu-myofficertobeameiBlicr,  367; 
list.  May,  1776,  375;  pay,  893;  quorum, 


Geograntlwil  errore,  71,  76, 

GcQ^s  L,64;  deaUii8S|  IL,  92,  98,  94,  9: 

Georeo,  iake|  19l','  196,'  led,  WsJ  W2',  307^  31 
214,220  


f,  Josia'li,  Copt.,  SC6,  381,  3B1. 

sy.'jolin'  140. 


^loncesler,  102,  lis,  340, 1 
GloDCBBler,  Waliop  of,  20f 
lover,  Gen.  Jobn,  lil,  4 


Thomas,  Ciipt.,  3 
g,  George,  138.     ' 


86,205,636;  imnnminea 
alnry,i266;liBtof,661 
,on,lJnkeof,  267,28B,2£ 


tiicd,106;  for: 


tuicd,  406  L  fof^ge,  467. 
Grand  Dnke,  Br.  Bmp,  422. 
Gmnt,  Gillian,  Lt. ,  m,  387. 
Grnese,  A.Im.  Count  do,  472,  A 
GrsTelly  Point,  73. 
GraTOB,Adm,,473,47*. 
Gray,  Edward,  IM;  Lt.,  190. 
Gray,  Thomas.  Capt.,  861. 
~rettt  MEBdowB,  187. 
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Qroeiie,  John  M..  46S,  4S9,  Lt.,  4S8. 

Qiisuno'  Geii.  Nathaniel,  189,  311,  Si2,  346, 348, 

414'  .130,  421,  4'k,  4^5,  isi.&a.&t.iea-t', 
4m,  im,  ii2,  474,  sflo,  60S,  eo4,  eoi,  6io, 

518,  6S2;  Q.  a.  a.,  418,482;  ileatb.Ba. 

Gn^cLic,  Hull.  Sathanld,  SGSn. 

Greeiit^,  Thomne,  Dept.  Q.  M,  Q.  418. 

arcitiie,  William,  96, 417 ;  Dep.  Goy.,  138, 13B ; 
Gov.,  1«,  162,  163,364,  166,  171,  172,  181, 
1S9,  190,  193,  206,  StJ9,  2S1 ;  deiiUi,  2U. 

Greene,  Will  Lam,  192  ii.,  al.  876,411;  Jndge, 
807 ;  Elov.,  417,  419,  433, 434, 43D,  443, 448, 
469, 460,  489,  471,  483,  498,  613,  620. 

Graenman.aaward,  97. 

Greenman,  JeremLab,  463,  469  ;  Lt.,  473. 

Greonwioh,  22,  SO,  98,  114,  117 ;  dhiaufl,  ISS. 
eeoEaataiiaWestG. 


eii'^ar,  162,  IS 


Gi-eyhonii<l,brig,6, 
Gilmes,  John,  ft., 
Gi-iswcid,  Fort,  473 


GunpnsvdcinottoliaeBpoiied,  148,341;  A 
■m  ;  ^eii^eJ,  339 ;  Ullla,  S6S,  365 1).,  41^,  44 


Hooliei-,  Hojeteii,  Capt, 
Halifax,  200,  MIS.  217. 22 
Hall,  Beoiai 
Holl,Bf---' 


9,  £S9,£S 


Hall,  BeDonf,  Judge,  SOU. 

Hall,  Kov.  Edwflisl  B.,  77  a. 

Hall,  Baninel,  Lt.,  147. 

Hall,  WUllBjn,  280. 

Halacj,  John,  Oapt,,  IS,  2S. 

Halsey,  Thomas  L.,  £02  n. 

Ham,  William,  Lt.,  391. 

Hamilton,  Dnlte  of,  70. 

Hamilton,  AlexoDdel.  CoL,  476. 

HamlltoD,  OCho,  132. 

Hamilton,  WUltatn,  103  n. 

HDmmel.Malaoli!,  Lt.,  869 ;  Capt.,  S81,  S91. 

Hanmiett,  Jolm,  61  b. 

Hammoud,  Amoe,  Oapt.,  193, 193. 

Hampton,  S.  Hamp.,  118. 

HOBCOok,  Jotri,  !Sl,  331,  332,  334  n. ;  Pres., 

886, 379 ;  MaJ,  Gen.,  423;  Gov.,  484,  489. 
Handy,  Charles,  Cant.,  441. 
Handy,  John,  367,  3S2,  SS3,  381,  603  ;  Ma).,  412. 

Hardman,  Edward,' 93.'     ' 
Hai'Bll,  Chi'istfmher,  Lt.,  198,  198,  204";  Mnj., 
m ;  U.  Cot:,  2B4,  230,  241,  480. 


Hairia,  William,  84  n. 
Hatriaon,  JcHept,  178. 
Hartford,  96,  183,  210, 


vord  Collei 


12,  446,  443,   464,  4(i6, 

'd,  Qe'or|e|  Dep.e'ov.,  lU  ;  death,  119, 
j-.-isi,fcA,  George,  280. 
HaBzard,  Jonathan,  376. 

Havilana,  OoL,  226.  '       '       ' 
Hawk,  sloop,  m,  433. 
Howie,  H.B.  M.  aohr.,aTl. 
Hawkins,  AbraliBio,  It.,  228. 
Hawkins,  Elijah,  397. 

Ba^vklns,  Hatbaniel,  LI.,  343:  Capt.,  391 ;  Ma- 
jor, 402 ;  Lt.  Col.,  412,  436, 


ood,  Elobard, 
j'd,  Georae,  609. 
1-d,  John  Capt.,; 


Haiai'd,  deorao,  6lffl. 


Hazard,  Jonathan  J„  M.  C,  5*4,  649. 
Hazard,  Joseph,  628. 
Hasatd,  Kobert,  Dep.  Gov.,  177. 
Hasard,  StaJiton,  Capt.,  443. 
Hazen,  Col.  Moses,  460. 


ttearne,  tiamTiei,  i«t.,  jm  :£ui. 
Oeoth,  Gon.  William,  362, 468 

Heathcote,  Cideb;  64. 
Helmo,  James.  181 ;  Jndgo,  S 


Heiijy'  Pntj^ltk,  267,  281, 2BB,  614. 
Hei^ald,  JSe^^jiort  papEr,  631,  635. 
Herenden,  Williani,  Lt,,  234. 


Hewit,  Eenben,  Lt,,  382. 
Hicks,  Col.  Isnao,  of  Hempstead 
"■  ■      Samuel,  382  ;  Lt.,  396. 


illsboninKli    Earl  of,  281,  287,  290,  292,  293, 

at™ 'cS:,/" """""" '"*■"'" 


M.  ship,  30 
Hlacos,  KeF.  Wllllr-  ' 
Hiapanlolfl,  171, 21 


iel,  348,385,387,338,393, 
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l:Capt.,10«. 


HoldeD,  Thomoa,  Oapt.,  349  -.  k,  C,  M4 

Holland,  11,  es,  Si,  iSe,  iei,  iS2,  eor,  bv. 

Holmes,  Jam es,  Oapt,,111, 
Hollway  ov  Holloway,  JoBi^pli,  21B,  348. 
Hondmae,  »1i.,17£. 
Honevmao,  Rev.  Jamee,  n,  16  a. 
Honoj-man,  Janiee,  1i-.,  1S4,  203, 373. 

Hone  Island,  See.'fsi 
Eopklns,  Beriab,  SS4. 
HoptinB,  Beek,  856,  Si7,  358;  Gen.,  3 

365;  Com.,  sez,  364,  366,369,311,! 

SIB,  aw,  336,  BBl,  398. 
HopkliiB,  Ezek,  jr.,  Cnpl.,  441. 
Hoptina.  John  B.,  Cspt.,  B19  SM,  a 

HoukiiiB,  IloL,<>.^,  ±,,,,  ^o.,  ,  ^. 

HopkiiiB,  EufllB,  198,  200, 400. 

Hopltios,  Rev.  Sarauol,  838. 

Hopllina,  Btoplieii,  152,  ISa,  267,2al ;  Gov.,  193, 
10«,  197,  ao,  201.  204,  206,  211,  24a,  23ft,  239, 
244,261,263,280,273,  281,294;  U.  0.,S3a, 
8B4, 373,  381, 392, 401, 402, 404. 417, 446,  464 ; 
Ch.  Ins.,  2M,  30»,  £10. 323,  321,  320 ;  doAlh, 
614. 

Hopkins,  StHplien,  TA,  3E2. 

Hopklna.  TlbTjetta,  LI.,  21S, 

Hopkins,  William,  19 ;  Capt.,  126,  ISB. 

HopliinB,0.B.Bo£r.,fi77, 

Hopkins!  ana.  383. 

Hopklnton,  39, 206,  330. 

Hoppln,  Benjamin,  Lt.,  367  ;  Capt.,  382. 


racing.  *0I  n.  ; 
I,  460,  499,  493, 


s  of  Brit 


iBOfCl 


3,  268, 271,  276. 
Howe!  Adm'.  l^rd'  EJchard,  S7»,  333,  42: 

m. 

Howe,  Gen.,  Sii  William,  363,  379,  36! 

402, 411,  417. 
Howell.  David,  444,  665.  581;  M.  C, 

487-99,  490,  607,  60S,  611,  613,  623;  J 

Howland,  John,  429. 
Holland,  John  and  James.  32  n, 
Howlanfl'B  rerrv,  84  n, ,  370. 
Hoiale,  Col.  GKdeoa,3§!>. 
HoEsie,  John,  CapE.,  343. 
Hoifilo,PaleB,  I.t.,382,  398. 
HoslH,  Rfchiird,  LI.,  147, 161. 
Hubbard,  John,  J'    -" 
Hudson  Bay,  48  : 
442,455,4 


,194,382,387,407,4 


Hughes,  __ _._ 

HneuenoU  in  It.  t,  21,  Bft. 

HmSftW,±lr.,clfed,T8,86. 

Humphrey,  William,  Li.,  397 ;  Capt.,  473. 

Hnnniwell,  Blchard,  387. 

Hunter,  Roljc^rl,  473. 


Imbei^lea,  140, 
Imnortduly  ui^fd  In  Cong 
by  E,  1,487,483,487,49 
Impresanient,  1^,  154.  289, 4 
Inauguration  of  Pros,  and  V 
Indemnity, bill,  267;       ■■■ 


I  ;recofdad,  390 ;  nek.  by 


ll.I,,Aotof,'B7¥4' 

14^151,244,437, 


62T;  lawa  relating  to,  18,  18,00.  97, 101: 
Innde  pioteotod,  69,  223,  328 :  slaTea,  6e,  57 ; 
Cherokees,  230  n. :  Five  Katlone,  45 ;  Bin, 
Hatlona,  144, 161, 168,169,  lB7,mm220 
Oneldas,  898,  463;  petition  Ibr  school,  26ft . 
compMnts,  279;  employed  against  .Am,. 
339;  treaty,  607. 
Indnstry  promotod,  273,  340, 
InhabltanV  req.nlslteB  for  on.  61. 172. 


Insane,  ptovisi 
Inapeotlon,  ooi 

10,  284-b  ;  Sclt 

islet  tajes,  489 ;  Shay' h,  629 

le,  373, 479,  60S,  636. 

:  crEdit,hoi!-  eeoared,  66, 118 

les.  The,  108,  4D0-9S. 

59,  135,  2Q1,  561 ;  eEpott  ti 


ikson.  Col.  Henry,  440, 442. 
Dkson,  James,  orFlnahiiig, 

JaooIMte^  143,49^,  493. 


LinaiOB  PlE^ns',  349!       '       ' 
364,  369^  398.  "See  Oonnnicu 

jay,  John,  446,  i'le. 

^eans  mannfactnred,  628, 
ett^rson,  Thomas,  ^07, 
enckoe,  DaniBl,  235,  261, 260. 
enckca,  Ebenezer,  Lt,,  109;  Oi 
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Jenokee,  Joseph,  IB,  -HI,  42,  45,  47  n.,  60,61; 

Dap.  (iov,,  66,  n ;  Agent,  60-9 ;  Gov,,  92, 

102, 104,  lOJ,  lOB. 
Jenckes,  OllYer,  SST  ;  It,,  381,  «S,  4m 
JBDOJCBB,  Wimam,  9S,  102,  lOS,  136. 
Janokina,  ThnmaB,  TA.HtS. 
JoDDlnea  Wimam,  Lt.,  410. 
JepBon.John,  376. 

JefraiiId,Diity.Lt.,B87,3fl7;  Capt.,483, 
JfTtiey  priflon'Bliip,  461p, 
Jews,  177,  lfl6,  247, 447,  402, 404-6. 
Jlllson.  Amos,  Lt.,  391. 
John,  KliiK  of  England,  £82. 
Jobnaon,  DmW,  Lt,,  439. 
JohnsDD,  Edmnnd,  Cast.,  348. 


1,  Augustas, 


JohBSl. 

Jobnatan,  leaaa,  Lt., : 

"  Join  oc  Die,"  motto, 

Jonee,  John  PbuL  Oa 

Jones,  William,  r.t.,S 

JndaeB,Triolottlie,l 

Juafolal  aod  Eieentive  cowera  nnnea,  im. 

Jndiclorr  systom  revised,  98,  111,167;  Tlndi 

cated,  309,  628. 
Judith.  PQlDt,  144,  171,  368,  409,  419,  422, 430 

«0,405. 
Jnmonyllle,  Lt,,  188, 


Capt.,il7.  ' 


nyllle,  Lt,,  188, 

H.  B,  M.  ft'lgatc,  422, 


A.aby,  waf  aioop,  jd4,  tjfj,  jih. 
Kav,  Nathanlol.  62, 01, 70,  80,  lOS,  111. 
Kecler,  Oapt,  J.,31fl,  326, 
Eelly'aMdge,160. 

Kennedy,  ArohlbaliL  131. 


K.10EBm.iiel  river,  loa,  417. 

Sidgell.Bev.  Mr.,  20611. 

Kiaby,  CbrlBtopber.  133. 

Killing!  y,  480. 

KtmTiflll,  Aea,  213,  231 ;  f  ft.il.,  867  ;  LI 

Kimball,  Bt^beii,  Cant.,  3^8. 

Kill!  Georsp,  Tory  piivnleer,'44S,' 446. 

"Iai.  nl,  m',  218,  219,  B04,  333  n. ; 


■vfded,  n,  72  ;  Bee  ^,  nnd  sTE. 
Elonloot,  Edward,  Col., 163. 
Kolpbausen,  Oea,,  467. 168. 
Kdoi,  Gon.  Henry,  167, 478,  603. 


Laboratory  fn  Pr. 


i2,  454,  167, 164,  407,  468, 472,  4' 


tie,  Unii 


ceded,  16 


,aiiguodo9^'Fr.*Bhli),*21 
-n-phnm,  Tliomse,  178. 
-  t  H.  B,  M  '■    --   ■ 
'kin,  Jobn, 

460^164. 


LB,  Col.  Jc 
II,  Dulie  Qc,  H 
^rlumpb  of,  30 


fib'e*^St'tri 
(lie,  108 ;  rovie 


gbo'Schednlcs, 
Lawful  money.  Issue,  1 
Lawless,  William,  Lt., 
Lawlon,  George,  128. 
Lawton,  Isaac,  610, 
LnwloB's  Valley,  140. 
Lawyers,  not  to  lie  dep 
Lead,  ecorcUy  of,  206 ; 

Lo  Bfflu^  fort,  187. 
Lochmero,NfeholaB,2; 
Lpdynrd,  Col.  William 
Lee,  Key.  Mr,,  161. 
Leo,  Gen,  Cbarles,  35£ 


.  . )'  foil,  387,    ''  "^^ ' 
Leglalatloji,  bold,  20, 115,  141-2; 

Lelcsetet,  147. 
Leslir,  Capt.  Charles 


■e  Bills  of  Oteait. 


slii,  Capt.Charles,292,26». 
Iters,  l£  86, 37, 04,  fiO,  76,  86, 88, 101, 107, 120, 
124,  m,  160, 197, 200, 208,  SOS,  210,  222,  268, 

._. 8*0,  361  n.,  100, 

!0,644, 

^;  Capl.,  300, 


lie,  119, 4A1, 160, 100,  SOO, 
Lewis,  Elijah  or  Ellsha,  Lt,, 
'""  173, 

011,816,817,863,198. 


ed,  207. 


Mtj  trees,  260,  290. 

.arlae,  Eedwood,  100,  II 

Life  Guards,  Snlliv.m's,  13 

Light  Infantry,  trov,,  3J 


4,  657, 

in,  Gen,  Benjamin, Sft 
fy,  Capt,  Benjamin, 3 
.domestle,  269,662. 
let  appointed,  301. 
imb,  John,  I.t,,lS8. 
■,  Capt,  Jotr  ""  °'" 
shin,  641  n. 


Lion,  shin,  641  n, 
Llppltt,  Charles,  Lt„ 
Ttppltt,  ChrlBtonher 
381,  881,  886,^03, 
Tquor  and  License  Laws,  93, 
_iebon  494, 
Llligation,  Acts  in  restr^ot 


■,  Col.,  306,  337,  872,  330, 
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34a,  367,  am,  4S2,  442,  542, 
lltUafleld,  Wlllian!,  Lt.,  S«7. 
LiTsly,  Br.  CrQisof,441. 
LIvlngstoD,  Col.  Henry  B„  422, 425 
LiTlngBlon,  Ooi.  Jsmee,  4sa  d. 
Livlngalono,  Philip,  lis,  132, 
Uvce,  ™luo  0^  422  n.,  420. 
Lizard,  H.  B.  M.  ship,  BD3. 
Loan  OtaJM,  S87,  sSS,  SSfl,  419,  4.  a  4      "il 

sie. 

Los:iEof1)mB,4E:coiitrHCted, 202,204  112 
2ie,  W2,  E97,  43a ;  farced,  444  made  4i 
457. 

Locke,Tliiiothy,Lt.,  SSI. 

libokmon,  Leon  aril,  Ul,  142, 146. 

London,  67,127,  208,  2Dfl,  207,  301    327    61 


T,  V, 


Loudoun,  Lord,  199,  200, 201,  203 

208,  20D,  210,  2ll 
iKJuia  XVI.,  420, 4eS. 
LoDJal>nrff,  140, 150,  161, 162,  154 

200,  m,  m,  233. 
Louisiana,  211,  470. 
LoTBlaoe,  Lord,  Got.  of  K.  Y.,i 


Lnocnfl,  James,'  228,  494. 

only',  261. 
Luthor,  Rav.  Bamno!,  150. 
Lnttrall,  Col.,  20e. 
Lyman,  Gen.  Fhlnelioa,  194, 195,  2S7 


Maoomber,  EboneMr,  Lt.,  S82,  BBl, 
Mao  Sparran,  Rev.  James,  76,  Sua.,  134. 
Hagna  Charta,  232. 
Mafion,  Lora,  Hist,  of  Eog.,  230. 
MaldBtona,  H.  B.  M.  ship,  255,  266. 
Udna,  14B,  S68,  363. 
Mo,lor.Qenera!,  offlca  orented,  M3. 
MalbODB,  Ool.  Gidtray,  122, 146,  MB,  151,  3 
Malmedy,  Qen.  FnmcoiB  L.  dc,  391,  BBS. 
MancheBter,  Cliriatopbar,  Cant.,  350,  881, 

Ma].,  412,  4B6. 
Mancfieefer,  Oyi'us,  Lt.,  SM, 
ManchoBlef,  Gilbol-t  "  •    "" 


Fm  ale  j.^  456  4i 


Marlln    B  moon  Lt    ^ 
llatHidale  Major,  7 
Mactlndalo  Sou  Can     ^ 
MaMlnlqoo  168  201   "Sd 
Mary,  IrouBpo  %  lost,  40 
Mat^nd  468  484  644 
Mascarene.Oo  .156 
Maehnry,  JoBoi  h  468    L 
U  Bonlo  SooletleB  "10  4^7 


280  n     236   266    267   2 


f,  Jolin,  218. 
-,  Joaeph,  SO' 
on.  Copt.,  4S 


Manefielti,  l/ad,  B2L 
ManufimtntoB,  opposed  Tjy  Eng. 
tlona  in  fiivor  of,  264,  278,1 


rarchant  Heiiry  SD6,  SOT,  32S,  328,  566, 55 
EDO :  k.  C,  m,  401,  405: 417, 464, 499,  50 
513, 525. 


MoUnm 


MeohanioB  ABSocaton  664 
Medala  lotod  by  Coi^ioaa,  409. 
Medlonl  leotnres,  flrat  In  Ameiian,  201  n. 
Medical  Staff,  nromorial  of,  410. 


Meronry,  Newport  paper,  21S,  301, 46E. 
Mercuiy,  H.  B.  M.  Blifp,  306,  310,  826, 601 


MtddlsVoo^  402. 
Middlesex,  :Gnir., 296. 
latown,  141, 174,  270,  B; 


Mifflin,  Gen.  TbomsB,  39E,  15 


Miles,  Rav.  John,  160, 11 


0,  372,  SS'O,  66D,  55^,  66l', 


362, 881,  366 :  preparations,  18,  2i 
126,  130,  163, 156,  100,  208,  219,  S2 
36S:  Btorea,  07,  130,  J44,  130,  It 
229, 380, 411,  4S«.    See  Quota. 
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MUlsr,  James,  Lt„  4S1. 
MlUar,  JonBtHan,  JBi. 
Miller,  NBtlian,  8W:G™.,43B,467,«a;M.  O., 

Sn,  619, 626,626. 
Millor,  WllliBiu  T.,  Lt.  Col.,  343. 
Millet's  toll,  BL 

Mills,  lows  Minting  lo,  114 ;  first  lu  E,  I.,  131  n, 
miLraan,  Biy«flt,SOT. 
Miner.  A9B,  SOT, 
ilinlBMra,  how  auslfllaed,  58 ;  eiempt  ftom  poll 

Ul,  254. 
Mlnlatry,  British,  ohangBB  In, 208,216, 231,257, 

m  isi,  Wl,  481. 
Mint  U.S.,  822. 
MInnte-men,  858, 361,  339. 
Minulo  Philneopiet,  Boitaloy'a,  100, 
Mlsslsalppl  Bivoi',  Hie,  2S3,  241,  332. 
MItoIiellgllr.  Samuel  1,.,  SB,  Gl. 

Mobs,  20j  C4, 177, 266,  257, 258,  26*,  288. 2M,  29 


Namauil  Pnint,  312,  sis,  B19,  ' 
Naiitaakot,  87,  40, 

^oScofled    to' k!  I,,' 13';   ^roprli 
Bvill'isi.      '       '       '       '        ' 
NoBli,  JoaoDli,  204. 


Uonokton,  Gen.  RolieTt,  106, 283. 

Money  granted  to  S.  L,  149, 171, 1! 
280,  233,  210,  247,  260,  258;  0 
2T0-1,  293 ;  paid  by  Oonaroae,  31 
tions  for,  4o,  463, 469, 479, 488 
616,  622,  fl--     "■" 


302,  401, 40 


Monopoly  Aote, ; 

MonrD0,Col.,20V. 

MoHioe,  Thomas,  218. 

Montagu,  Adm.,  J.,  310,  Bll,  81*,  31. 

Montetini,  Mai-qnle  X.ouTa  JoBepb  c 

20B,  214,  221, 226. 
MoDte  Ohi-lBto,  212. 
Montgomery,  Qen.  ItloiiKra,  212, 86 
Mootgumer jr,  Dr.  Samnel,  430. 
Montgomery,  fiirt,  46S. 
Montreal,  44, 1«,  220,  226,  223, 362, ; 


148,168,360,309,271,41 
Nailgation  Acta,  8,  46-B. 
Nav|  An.^lean>^eon,^a5- 


w  Bedford,  431, 487. 


Haw  Engiand,  P4,  100,  110,  12; 
232,  m,  277,  283, 322, 319,  S6' 

Konfoindliind,  8, 48, 238, 380. 
Sew  Esmpehtre,  2B,  40,  72,  7e 
'16,230  n.2ffii,a43  n.,  844,  SS 


Nei^oit,  0,  8 


Moi'ris,  R 


irt,  CapL,  153. 


4l£  ^79, 
MocriB,  Maj,, 4BL 
Morrtatown,T!f.J.,  396,4 
Mone,  Philip,  Cnpt.,  801 

""""""'"oSi'W  "■ 


e,  Ibrl,  879  :  tol.  William,  4S5. 
juoanii  Desert,  163. 
Mount  Hope,  103 ;  Bay,  432, 
MoontVBnion,6k 
Mowry,  Daniel,  jr.,  376:  M.  C,  454, 470. 

Mmnford,  Augustus,  WUcd,  350. 
Mnmford,  John,  12, 42  n.,  64, 06. 
Mumford,  NathanTel,  418. 
Mumfbrd,  Paul,  402;  M.  0.,  613;  C.  J.,  . 

MnrafOTa,  Btohard,  Capt.,  147, 150. 
Mainfoi'd,  William,  Cnirt.,  lOO.  232. 
Munro,  Nathan,  Maj.,  m. 


170|  380, 

l,'440-'43, 46^  457I 
,181, 489,  m,  490, 
123,626-7,631,681, 
11 ;  dirlded.  111 ; 
city,  600,  631." 
New  Provldenee.    SasWaBBBU. 
■■      -      iliam,  73, 07,107, 311, 326. 330, 381,448, 

..-,..1,623.  See  Block  laland. 
Newspapers,  94, 108,  213, 289, 100, 136, 463,  631. 
Now  York,  IS,  il,  ES,  30,  31,  38,  70, 118, 120, 129, 
'  '.47,  189,  187,  197,  207,  214,  280  n.,  283,  238, 
BO,  261,  204,  276,  278,  208,  312,  316.  334  n., 
163,  889, 377, 380, 384,  S86, 401, 404, 40V,  436, 
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43>,  410,  ua,  MS,  4Si,  457, 471, 473, 474,  4S2,  I 
4S3,  G02  n.,  9DS,  Bl,  ^12,  625,  535,  647,  Mi,  I 
5ie,  562.  65i,  55S,  560 ;  ColouUI  USS.,  «7 

Hingara,  1S5,  220. 

Nlantia  tribe,  34,  CO. 

NioIiDls,  ChrtetopbeF,  204. 

moholB,  Jonalhan,  Dep.  Got.,  92 ;  death,  93. 

HlDhols,  Jonathan,  Dop.  G—    '»»■""■■>—'>- 


ITIaliole,  Samuel,  II 


:Ll.,lfl 


MioholBon,  Hen.,  i7, 40,  43, 44, 

l«ooll,  John,  268. 

KiehtengalB,  Col.  Josepli.  S40,  S43,  623. 

mffbtengalB,  Ssmual,  &7. 

NOee,  Uev.  8^uel,  8,  ISi. 

HioeDj-Bli.iee,  472. 

I*nn1^,  Saoheme,  a4, 69, 60 :  CbarlesA.,  G 

'fluimaB,  222,  255,  2T9, 323. 
U'oble,  Hart,  Lt.,  IBS,  204 
Non-mipor<iat1oTX  ond  coneumpClon  agreemem 

26L  278,  298,  299,  301,  EOS,  335,  S&. 
Non-locoroonrse  proposed,  334,  SB9 ;  eJlbGte 

S66  :  with  New  Shorebnto,  384, 443, 4ee. 
Worth,  LoivJ,  269,  281, 292, 298,  301, 302, 331,  3^ 

Nortli  Briton,  The,  296  n. 
HorlhCBiDllnfl,116,  222,230n.,258D.,  262,4E 

479, 488, 632,  648,  6B£  667. 
NorthJi:iiigatown,ft,97,340,341,844,436,  62 

550;  divided,  l4b.    See  Klngelawii, 
Hortli  ProvideDoa,  256,  274,  341,  S13, 411, 489, 


notary  l^blio,  22, 1S2. 

Notes,  .promiBBOiy,  Aol,  624,  62D, 

Nottingham,  Eorlof,  10. 

Hov3  Scotia,  IS,  118, 129, 130. 165, 161 

233,  332, 494  n. 
Hoyes,  Joseph,  375  ;  Col,,  388. 
Noyaa,  TSomse,  367  ;  Lt.,  3S2,  387. 
Kudigate,  Nathaniel,  60. 


Oathe  admlDiatered,  74,  98-7,  683  :  Lee's,  365 ; 
Test,  378,  380,  606 ;  pioposed,  f65, 414,  62S ; 

Offloere  oT  Iha  'colony,  eeootal,  60,  141  ■   of 

ai'my,  killed,  617- 
Ogeechle  road.  4S8, 
ftflathorpa,  Gen,  Jamee  E.,  IIL 
Ohio,  187, 190,  241, 3M.  607. 
Oil,  103,  IlO,  145,  m,  437. 
Oliver,  Andrew.  267. 
Oliver,  Peter,  316,  830. 
Ohiay,  Ctivistopher,  Cnpt,,  S4S,  473;  M^or, 

Oiney,  Cog^eltoll,  Lt.,  348  \  Capt.,  3S7  ;  MaJ., 

Ohi^,  Qeorge,  649,  65L 
Olnej.Je-— '--   '^-*    " 

Otoey,  Job,  Capt.,  BB7, 
Olney,  Joseph,  Oapt,,  43S. 


i,  la,  IS,  S4, 134,  269, 290, 


. ;  ^eath. 


Page,  Benjamin,  320 1  Oact.,  369,  363 ;  Lt., 
Page,  Wiliiam,  Lt.,  39L 
Pofno,  Stephen,  387. 

Pnlntine,  Uptrend  ship,  88,  B&-91. 
Palmer,  6eii„  409, 
Palmer,  Mraee,  Lt„  211, 

I^lmarl  Waltw,  Lt.,  359, 381, 391, 

PaDthe[,BiiIp,511n. 

Paper,  duty  on,  276 ;  Mill,  287. 

Paper  money  of  B.  L,  (see  Eills  of  Credit 

Parties;)  Continental,  354,  362,  439, 

443, 448,  463, 166-8. 
Papei'-money  Party,  606,  611,  619,  620,  630, 


loosqnash  Neck,  418,  460. 

smns,  N,  J.,  154, 

<,  1S7,  211, 4l4, 416,  4S9, 168. 482, 486,  602. 


'arkcr,  Ellsha,  3S£ 
■arlier,  Jomes,  Capt.,  391. 
*arker,  Adm,  Sir  Peter,  379,  388, 
'arliament,  30, 121, 181,  Ko,  202.  265,  275,  233, 
288,  29^  290,  336,  832,  342.  346.   See  Com- 


PMBOne,  Dr.  Uslier,  ilte  of  Pepperrell,  119; 
E.  r,  Phya.,  »»  n. 

il-tiea.  Colonial,  50,  62-3,  65,  IM,  106, 179, 192, 
234,263;  Xlnlon of, 281-2,287;  Choiigee,66, 
57, 193,  205,  235,  214,  266,  273,  464 ;  New, 
606.  See  Ward  and  HopklnB,  Paper,  Fed- 
eral State  rights. 

irtriage,  Kicbnrd,  56,  66,  68,  72, 14,  75, 70, 100, 
107,  118,  124,  138,  171,  172,  174,  177,  181, 
219, 217 ;  death,  219. 

leaenger  Act,  15-0. ' 

.tents  granted,  187, 133, 228, 28L 

Fatten!  E?v™Willlam,' D.  D.,  601  n. 
PnuldUig,  John,  181, 
Pauper  Taws,  172, 1S6, 194, 467. 
Pavfug  atreetB  68,  97, 170,  228. 


Paivtiiekei,  Is)  27,  42  'iS,  6 
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232,  4Sfl  :  brldee,  i^  n,,  SB,  100 
destroyed,  101, 103  :  rebiij!!,  106 

Puntuxet  Eivor,  6,  4S,  114,  115, 13 
lawsuit,  U,  26 ;  villnge,  306,  31 
S41, 3!^  Sii,  BBS,  472,  623  ii, 

Psybody,  WiUisni,  166. 

Feaoe,  47, 171, 24l>,  246,  432,  4S6,  48 
SIS,  ME. 

Fecmie,  Daoial,  Lt,  387, 439. 

Pearca,  Job,OaBt,8!ie;  Ma).,3fll, 

Pearce,  John,  382 ;  Lt.,  SSL 

Peaioe,  IS^stbeolei,  S7I>. 

Pearoe,  ThomaB,  391. 

PaarlUBt,  IBS. 


Peak,  Lewis,  628. 

Peek,  Loring,  Cart.,  367,  J 

Paok,  Nathaniel, Xt,  MB, 


198,204;  Copt., 211; 


Pedlsis,! 


Peek>^7llo6,'4l»! 
Peime,  Ctarlss,  LI 
Peipce,  Qeopga,  37P 
Pelican,  Bloop,  110. 
-      aqald,  8. 


Penal' 


tsof 


Penn^  WilUflm,  Agent  of  fe.  I. 

PennBvlTanlo,  28,  OS,  147, 246, 

455, 40B,  601,  641. 
Penobsoot  oipeditlon,  44!,  44S 


Papperrek  6lr  "^ilUanL,  140, 148, 1'. 

IW. 
Peroy,  Earl,  890.  SM,  400. 
PeiTy,JoB6ph,  it.,  354,460, 
Petlaqiamacot,  184,  200, 
Pbenli,  BriBtd : —• - 


4S7, 497,  601,  609, 624, 680, 682,  630,  639. 
PhlUp,  Baobem,  163. 
Phillips,  OtrlstopHer,  367. 
Fblllln9,  Erasmus  J.,  ISL 
Philllns,  Peter,  348,  S76;  M.  C.,613. 
Phlllipe,  Sflmuel,  Capt.,  306,  381 ;  MaJ.,  412, 

Phillips,  Thomas,  Lt.,  343. 

Phlpps,  &\r  William,  8, 160,  808. 

PliSetlng,  Col.  Timothy,  463,  469. 

Pieres,  Benjamin,  Oapb.,  307, 

Pleroa,  .101111,169. 

PIgot,  Bev.  George,  76. 

Rgot,  Qen.  SU'  Eoberl,  403,  406,  112,  416,  417, 

419,432. 
Pigot,  Br.  ralley,  432.4,  488. 
PlTotage  ofPi',  ieat,  420, 
Pirates,  61, 73, 119, 226. 
Pitcher,  Jonafhnn,  Lt.,  417. 
Pitkin,  OslflS,  107, 

PiMjWllliani,203,210,  212,  2^219,  220,  230, 
PIttsbnra  is7,  218.  '■'■'''■ 


Fontlaa,  Baohem,  244 

Poor,  aid  for  Ihc,  SSO,  uM,  412,  438,  434, 46 
Laws:    See  Pauper^     Sou  Conlributinnt 
Pope,  Alexander,  qun[ed,09 
Popple,  Willi™,  &,  JO 
Population  of  K  1 ,  6, 32, 101, 106, 173,197,  SS 

Port  Bill,  Boston,  SEl,  a^."""' 

Portland,  368. 

Pott  Royal,  28,  S8, 10. 48, 160.    Sou  Annapoll 

Portfimouth,  6,  17,  20,  28,  66,  69,  82,  93,  97,  la 

200, 326  n.,  389  n.,  898,  4Ce,  429,  610,  649. 
Portamonth,  ET.  Hamp.,  S44iVb.,  407;  Bug 

316. 


Potter,  Benjamin,  ti'apl., 117. 

Potter,  Chrl8t«pher,  376. 

Potter,  Hon.  E.^,  Htet.  of  Hart.,  13 ;  on  E.  I. 

PotW^fooMge,  Lt.'.  431. 
"— -T,  HolUman,  387, 

r.John.lie. 

Potter,  Johnjr.,  Oapt,,  196,  loa,  204 ;  Lt,-Col., 


Potter,  TliomflsJc.Mul,,  388, 
Potter,  WlQiain,  (Aadetant,)  860, 876. 
Potter,  Wra.,  (8.  of  Ichabod.)  848,  307  :  Lt.,  1 
Potter,WUllani,  (S,  of  JolmOSiSi  Capt,,  I 

Povey,'Lt,-Qov,  ofMas8.,6. 

Powaal,  CWt.  Thomas,  262,  292,  £97,  S03. 

Pratt,  Willtam;  4B8 ;  t    '" 


'reaenfe  made  by  Gfen.  Asa., 112, 36 
'I'eston,  il.B.VC.  ship,  128. 
■i-evoat,Gen.,440,  446. 

-'rice,  Edward,  Lt.,  391. 

Prioea  of  produce,  11, 33,  62,  200, 463 
82,  229, 114 ;  fixed,  62, 392, 413, 44 

PHdeanx,aen.,  220. 

PriniogeDitura,  lawmodlfled,  61. 

Prince,  Rer.  H,,  quoted,  66. 

Prlnae  Bdwards  Island,  160.218. 

"  ■     iton,  N.  J.,  SOS,  394, 406,  501 ,  6( 
ng  Press,  80,  94 ;  pnblio,  103, 


190, 191,  805, 104, 400,  409, 410, 119, 137,  MO, 

PtlvataerB,  foreign,  26,  84, 144,408. 
"-IVflfeerlne  in  11.  I.,  6,  0, 122,  136,  140,  US, 
119, 161, 15S,  108,  201,  209,  317,  870,  BSO,  838, 
400,441,443,461,484,488, 
i-vy  ConncU,  72,  78,  Sl,  88, 103, 114;  119, 134, 

ize  money,  405  ;  diBpute,  899 ',  French,  422, 
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I'.  %  %  %,*^'  '^J  ^^'  *^' 

^e|  29d|  292^  W,  (Lat.  imd  Loag.)  29?!  Soo! 
£01,  Sm,  SOS,  300,  SOB,  BOB,  811,  312, 31B,  314, 
827,  S29,  aSO,  833, 334, 336,  S31,  S38,  SSfl,  340, 
341,  842,  S43,  34S,  347, 849,  S6S,  394,  ase,  397, 
368,  S64,  S65, 860, 370,  371,  S7a  SJJ,  S78,  S79, 
383-08,  306,  807-0,401,103-6,409,411,  416,  419, 
4^.  421, 430-2, 43B-&,444,  447, 450, 455, 457, 
fl6,  498,  460,  471-S,  478, 4S0,  4B1,  4B6, 


e,  eoi,  503, 506,  CDS,  eio,  sis,  sao, 

62S,  627,  b2S,  637,  589, 641,  543,  546-9,  55 
553, 660-3  ;  dlviaed,  10^183, 218,  256- 


43S,445.    SeeCFriiln. 


■ullBn,Wi]liKia,  882. 

ulling,  ■William,  I.t.,aia. 

unlshment,  ooatlmtnQUB,  2H;  elntnto,  S,  67 

OS,  172,  ISS,  307,  S32,  861, 
1ii^ksteost,lQ4,ie6. 

'"^an,  Clmrcn  lii  it.  I,,  gee  Congi'Qgational 


rtillty  io  R.  I. 


146,  373,'897, 419,  503,  ko,  4l,  Sk ; 

QntLfcet  Em,  423, 427, 423, 
Qnnrnntlne  Acts,  46,  60,  TO,  1!15, 142, 18 
GnaitarlnK  troope.    See  Billeting. 
Qnebeo,  44, 153, 220, 221, 222,  225, 226,  : 

Qneen  of  Fmnce,  TT,  8.  sliln,  438, 
Sueen'a  Rlvat.  116, 
Qnlellns  la 


.;j,  Joslah,  80 


201,21 


6,  ISS,  11 


1, 463,  457,  458, 464, 41 
7;of8u™ifCB,410,* 
1,  469,  411;  479,  60B,  5: 


Eahw.TO  River,  469. 

Eondal],  Job,260. 

Bandiill,  Jolin,  Cant,  S4S, 

BiiDdall,  Joiinthati,  375, 

Ranaflll,  Matliew,  Lt,,  891, 

Kandall,  NSheralali,  It.,  S67. 

EanflolpS,  Peyton,  296. 

Rniigei,  17-  B.  ship,  438. 

Bangora,  2D8 ;  Pawtuset.  842  :  N 
Bmiftif,  and  Cnmb,,  372;  Ni 
S,  Itingst.,  550 ;  COTenliy,  6! 


Kathbone,  Jolin,  Cant,,  41 
Kiita,  bounty  on,  65, 
EjuvdOb,  Lord,  458, 409. 4! 


Reed,  Joseph,  382 
EeadLWllltam,  Capt,,aE9,  261 
Beal  Bstate  lans,  ia,  m,  3D1, 557, 
B«iiantatiDas,  poiltlitiil,  350,  350, 360  a. 
Reoess  CraniuUtee,  356,  867,  381,  SB9,  SOD, 
Becorder,  powers  of  the,  5, 
BecordB.loat,  loa„46:  of  Pof  ta,  29,  59,  S 
removed,  361 ;  of  Spt,,  44S ;  H,  I.  Cob 

Hedbuik:  403, 409, 110,  470, 
Reds,  The  Kingston,  359, 
Redwood,  Abrabaiii,  168,  298 ;  Liliraiy,  : 

Raftgeaa,  Taty,  442, 472, 438. 


Held,  ■frillUm,  Capt.,  2B7, 
R^ofofngs,  putHo,  222, 267,  S 
499, 610,  549,  647-8,  653, 5e 


8,  478, 


inaea  160-2;  1 


iTigglea  for, 


ivivfj,  127  ;  Condil'ii 

S7, 

tn^iation,  247,295;  aad 


ofK.  I.,  ^5-8, 

PBper™ik,°6ri'    _ , 

Renommie,  Fr,  frigate,  141. 
Zianown,  Et,  B,  M,  ship,  HM,  428. 

436,534.  '  '       ' 

Bopudiation,  520-G30, 533,  533,  540,  542, 545, 540, 

563, 
Residence,  hoir  obtained,  172, 

'.,  ;^i,  286; 


330  Ji, :  Frov-,  257,  331 

206,830,  3B0. 
RetrealB,  384, 3S8, 426, 430. 
Keuiz,  Mslhew,  175, 

Roveuue  to  be  luteod  In  Ai 

fled,  278;  Act  repealed 

Eevolutron,Bi5na  of,  227,  2i 

266, 278-9,  282, 21)5 ;  tei 

Rewarde  ofifirod,  ^78,  234,  2 

BeynoldB,  Orlndal,  LI,,  198. 

BeynoldB,  John,  Li.,  M8;  I 

Reynolds,  Oliver,  Lt.,  211, 

Bhodoa,  Joseph,  b2D,  S67,  SI 

Rhodes,  William,  Lt, ,  351 ; 

Rhode  Island— otorgea  ani: 

9, 13, 20^,  SO,  72,172,  IE 

Eras,  0,158, 282,313,87: 

lona,12,  07, 157, 177;  in 

of,13;7a,81  ll'o,  lJ^;i 
ligloas  oondition  of,  86-8 


n„^5jhownalll- 


oath,  2^ ;  and  holds  conrts,  264 ;  clrcnlsr, 
3SS ;  original  acta  and  rainolDles,  78, 124, 
239  a.,  m,  m,  312-13, 818, 3:S7834, 336, 837, 
850,  S&,  373, 468, 614, 62a;depoaes  Got,,  361 ; 
dLBtresa  in,  431-5, 518,  m,  650 ;  opposes  im- 
post net,  488,  487-«l,  408,  509,  611 ;  aect- 
with  n-  B,,  640,  646,  551 ;  ont  of  the  anion. 


62 ;  adopts  const-  662, 
Debt,  Expensea,  Edi 

lioae-fslBna,367;  Brit,oi 


3S9 ;  attempts 
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noon,  B98, 406-8 ;  tatOo,  426-8 ;  rein 

Br.  avao.,  44S. 
Khode  Islana  -vUlage,  470. 
Ehymiiig  protost,  260. 
Eioe,  illagallj'  eiported,  S3. 
Bice,  NHtbHD,  21%. 
lUoB,  Thomas,  18], 
Bice,  Willmm,  Copt.,  15S. 
BLobardB,  Qflorge,  891. 
Bicbsrdson,  Jaoob,  SSL 
Richmond,  IGB,  330, 
Blcbmona,  Enrsillni,  Cnpt.,  loa,  198. 
Riolmond,  David,  Lt.,  848. 
Riohmond,  Ebcnewr,  M7. 
Kioteiond,  Gilbert,  867,  SSZ. 


R1^;h,  Ablmelcc^,  Capt,,  3 
Eiot  attempt  to  rniffli  Bj  2 


53,  263, 323  jE.  I. 
Seo  ASny  and 


BobiuBon,  Msltiew,  17S. 
Soblnaon,  William,  &p.  Gov., 
Soohambesn,  Count  de,  iSO,  4i 

471,486. 
Bocbeford,  Earl  of,  2»L 
Eoohelle,  154. 
Bccbenter,  Earl  of,  BS  o. 
Roaklaffbam,  Harqule  of,  257, ' 
Sodman,  Thomns,  218,  223. 
Rodney,  Adm.,  ais,  237, 4SS. 
'EoHkj,  Solomon,  Lt,,  318. 


Rogera  or  Bodeers,  Jobs,  198. 
Eogei-a,  Jobn,  Ijt.,8&9. 
Eogera,  John,  458, 46B ;  Lt.,  47S. 
B<ffieiis,  Egbert,  Sfll,  4^. 
Rogers,  Rev.  Dr.  WlUjam,  24B  n„  299  n. 
Ronuiaoe,  domestio,  %*,  111 
Boman  oathoUoe,  S32, 490-66. 
Rome,  H.  Y.,  216. 

Borne,  George,  279,  827,  828, 867,  E60,  368,  366. 
Romney,  H.  B.  M,  ship,  389. 
Bomulus,  H.  B.  M.  Jl-igato,  467, 
Eope-TiaJis,  300. 

Boae,  Bamnel,  Lt.,  198 ;  Capt.,  211 :  Lt.  CoL, 
K8;  Col.,  S34. 

Rose,'  H.  B,  M^  Bhip,  306,  342,  S50,  352,  3SS. 

Eouaemaniere,  Henry,  828. 

Ron-gallevB,  365, 371,  B81, 399, 403. 

Roiboiy,  62  n,,  74,  76. 

BnggloB,  Tlmotliy,   Brig.  Gen.,— bLi  Aasoola- 

tlon,  359,  S60  n. 
Bam,  124, 300,  811, 814, 457,  471-2. 
Eimymedo,  afa 

Bussel,  Giles,  Lt.,  186. 198,  204,  211,  214,  218. 
Russell,  Lt,  Col.,  409. 


^wl^, 


E^wl^,  peace  of,  6, 


Sabina,  Lnrenio,  "  Am,  loysliata  "  oited,  412, 
Soloriea,  B,  36  51,  65,'  68, 67,  69,  71,  98, 108,  181, 


tondfoi-ij,  Gov,  I^el^,  4E2, 
Inndford.  Thomas,  106, 107. 
lands.  Bay,  501. 
lunllago  de  Cuba,  136, 137. 


arsl  HeioEiab.Lt.,  228. 


Sea  Education. 
^eboonoK,  flitt  buUt,  SB  n. 
aohuyler,.Gon.  Flillip,  853 
,2^340, 


6,416,441,466;  of 
'5,  466. 
printed.  111. 
10,115,175,256,510. 


532, 627 ;  diviaea,  47 
rtland  nniled  to  Enclanu,  ao. 
itt,  Edward,  and  Sir  Walter,  300. 
itt'a  Pond,  447. 
ibuty,  Benjomin,  Capt,,  348, 351. 


mmen,  number  of,  35, 108, 

drafts  of,  148,  200,  217. 
^amb,rlgbt  of,  122,123,17 


naures  anu  reprisniB  tfii:  m 
105, 100, 16B 1  of  Gen.  Pre 


senate  of  E.  t,  71,  666 :  "IT.  S„  99  n, 
Bengal,  H.  B,ll,  sblp,  388,423. 
gervnntelnw,  180,  304, 
SeestoDfl,  Darlns,  Dep,  Gov.,  293,  309,  313,  Si 


iiaw,  Sylvanus,  Lt.,  348,  397;  Oiipt., 
hays'-,  tanlal,  rehdlion,  629, 6E0 
beamMinjGeorgB,  Lt.,  1B3, 204, 211. 

gheehan,  Wi1llBm,Xt„  218, 

SHaei),  117, 341, 342, 365, 368, 366, 368, 4B 

°'ieffie1d,  James,  ISS. 
jefBald,  Josepft,  10, 11, 21, 28  n.,  126 
leffield,  NatGanie1,46. 
lelbnrao.  Earl  of,  269, 291. 

oneldon,  Ohrletophor,  366, 

Sholdon,  Daniel,  891. 
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in  of,  16S  n. 


e,  Col.  Benjamtn,  389, 
Diieiuuiue,  Benjamin,  LI.,  4ea.  521. 
Sherburne,  Henry,  Ma].,  383,  87S,  388  ;  Col., 

4M,  43S,  490,  4M,  500. 
Sheriffs  elected,  101 :  eonnly.  111. 
ShaFman,  Ebenezer,  Lt,,  361, 
SheimnD,  Henri,  3J0  ;  Lt.,  4M,  4e»,  tIST. 
Sherwood,  Joseph,  sgt,  of  K.  L,  ^9,  Wl,  22S, 

2Z1,  S4S,25!i,£e7,268,  2Te,  EST,  30ei  death. 


Ship  cuiientEr 
Bhippea,  Thon 
Shlpplos,  amoi 


of,  86, 106,  ISO,  SOO,  411,  655, 
1, 151,  lie. 


IMreff,  Wlfiiam,  io.. 

airley,  Gov.  WiUlam,  ISO,  132,  131,  141, ' 
lie,  148, 119, 155, 166,  leo,  110, 171,  I8S, 
191, 196, 167,  193, 1B9,  200,  212. 

tote,Soinuol,Goy.of  jiase.,  69,  72,  IS,  94, 

lloknesn,  151,  211,  4IS,  179.  See  Small  I 
Epldemio,  Thtoat. 

lilleiy,  batUe  of,  226. 

liver,  supposed  ndne,  416 ;  value  of,  105, 

a,  Jonathan,  Lt.,  313. 


Bhnm< 


Slm^oa!  Oapt.r43a.  ™°'    ™'       ' 
Skene,  William,  131. 

SlEhmlBhae,  365,  397, 401,  105, 400, 411, 413,  419, 
410,461. 

eiavcrj'in  R.  I.  and  l^vis  npon,  S2,  55,  67-flS, 
503';  aboUahea,  608,  '  ■        '        ' 

Slaves,  Somerset  Cass,  321 :  enlisted,  114,  See 
laSiati. 

Bloonm,  Edward,  Ltj3B6;  Cant,,  189, 

Slocum,  Peleg,  218 ;  Lt„  8S7 ;  Oapt.,  391, 

Small  Fox,  16,  £8,  e»,  121, 182, 203,  m,  872,  378, 
lie,  479, 

Smlbert,  John,  artiat,  B9. 

Bmith,  Cbrlatoptor,  Capt,,351;  Maj.,  3S7;  Lt, 

Smith,  if^wafd,  Lt.,  SII,  214. 

Smith,  James,  It,,  318,  389, 

Smith,  John,  iaiu., 317,  375 ;  The  Four,  6TO, 

Smith,  Jonathaji,  Lt.,  318. 

Smith,  lilahard,  Lt,,  117. 

Bmlth,  Biohardjr,,  211, 

Smith,  Efohard,  Br.  Capt,  210. 

Bmilli,  Boyal,  356 ;  Capt,,  881,  391. 

Smith,  Col.  Samuel,  KI9, 410  n. 

Smith,  Simon,  897. 

Smith,  Tuppin,  820; 

SiDithfield.SD  ii.,  102,  341,  372, 5S4,  529. 

Smith's  Htli,  646. 

Smyth^  FredeHek,  316. 

Soap,  OaBtilo,  made  In  E.  I,,  228. 

SoiJoty  for  Propagating  Oil  Gospel,  IT,  16, 165, 

Somerset,  Maes.,  169. 

enmersflt  Court  House,  N,  J.,  896. 

SonsofL^hflity,  fes. 

South  Carolina,  63  a.,  55,  61,  251,  379, 43B,  440, 

162,  466, 161, 16B,  169, 183,  480, 488,  603. 514. 
South  Klngatown,  12,  IB,  87.  116,  125, 170,  ISt!, 

828,  330, 846,  841,  368, 449, 441, 118, 485, 490, 

601,523  569. 
South  Sea  Company,  48, 
Soutbwieli,  Solomon,  376, 413, 136. 
Bonthnorth,  William,  351. 
Sovereignty,  popular,  dootrine  of,  100,  639. 


Speticei-,  Miciiael,3e7. 

Spencer,  Qen.  Joaepli,  8 

n,,  113,  411,116. 


SpHngB^d,  Mass.,  402.  406,111,413,136,439. 


toffora,  Daniel,  391. 
■'fford,  John,  Lt.,  141. 


Ii62, 268, 268,  267,  273, 822,  378. 

Standards  <^  E.  I.,  606,  617. 

^landing  Ai'my,  Sh^  276,  201, 

HUnfbrd,  Samuel,  460. 

jtanton,  AuguBtns,  Ll^,  359 :  Capl.,  8 

?tanton,  Enoch,  Li„  4B9. 

Stanton,  QilBB,  Lt„  413. 

Manton,  Joseph,  Ll^S"    "■  - 


_._,  ...    ,__.  J  &.  s.'s.,  fes! 
Itantou,  Joseph  Jr.,  875,  SS4. 
ItanwlT,  fort,  Slfl,  Kl,  SBS,  !S7,  246 
Itapies,  WlQiom  S..,  Annale  of  F 

82,  86,   ^7,   289,   290,  286,290,  I 

536, 517, 557,  562 ;  Gaepeo  pomi 
Itark,  G«ii,  John,  133, 436.  MS, 
llarkweather,  Eey.  Ephralm,  108. 
ttnrve  Goat  Island,  6^ 
itata  Rtghts  dootrlna  nnd  purfy  li 

483^  198, 606,  580,  639,^42, 515 
italeTltle  adopted,  B8I. 
ttat«  Trade,  rfaa  of,  624. 
ttaten  lehuid  and  Sandy  Hook,  3 

■•"■"59,  603. 

ofTi^ado,36,I0a.    See  SI 


I.,  152 ;  G 


Q,  liev.  SiunncI,  310  n. 

let,  403. 

.\dan.  Lord,  Alex.,  388. 
tlteB,Blahai'd,  2e6n. 
I.  John,  H.  B.  M.  soir.,  262,261 
.  >-'-a,Canada,882;Nf<]„23f 
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Bt^nna,  IS,  16,  Ul,  232,  SOS,  S57, 40S,  42S,  4M. 

4S2,iie. 
81.  Paul'B  ohutcb,  28,  75. 
Btriitford,  77  a. 
Straete,tobeuBined,41;paTO(1,  68,91,170,183, 

228:  lighted,  ISO. 
Strslghf,  fhomas,  U„  163. 
BtMtt,  Obsrlss  Bdwnrd,  148. 
Slvle,  now,  adopted,  1S2, 1S6. 
Btylaa  or  sIlIcb,  PreBldeut  Ezra,  71  ii.,  227, 2S6, 

30$,  3^  n.,  601  n. 
Sejccobs,  traziBport  brlj,  14B,  ISO. 
Sugar  AdVIM,  247, 251, 287 ;  reflneriefl,  SOO ;  tar, 


618,66 


en,  John,  852,  870,  388,  398, 407, 418, 
Snmpter  or'Sainter,  Gan.  Thomae,  460, 482, 489 

m. 

enmnioDS  of  Che  Jaigea,  028  □. 

Sunday  Laws.  180 ;  pablic  acts  on,  349, 420,  634, 

Bupplles  'to  Br.  Fleet,  360,  368,  888  ;  to  Am. 
arm  J,  889, 471. 

Surveys  andSurTeyorBapnointed,  12, 16,42,86, 
M,  96, 108, 131 ;  general,  227  :  U.  8.  West- 
ern, SSL 

Saspenirion  act,  MJ-S,  B60, 381. 

Swan,  H.  B.  M.  sliip,  306, 362. 

Swan,  TbomiM,  Lt.,  SBl. 

SwaatlnB,  act  against,  172. 
Sweet,  Sunoel,  Gapt.,  381 
Sweet,  Thomas,  Lt.,  864. 
SwIuebnrnB,  Thomas,  218. 
Swoi^ds  voted  by  Conaress,  403, 409, 410  n.;  by 
Gen,  Asa.  412,  ©I, 

SyreolH.  B.  M.  ahip,4i».  ' 


Tabor,  Eecordo,  218. 
Taggart,  William,  Maj^  442. 
Ti^art,  WilliBm,  Jr^  Capt.,  i 
Talbot,  Silas,  490;  it.,  i64  : 


Talby,  or  TsJIjee,  Edward,  Lt. 
Talcott,  Gov,  John,  of  Co 
■"—-an,  Benjamin,  MaJ. 


,  448 1  Capt.  U.  8, 
ilm.,'^9.  ' 


vol.,  ooo  j  Col.,  a 

Tankards,  sllvei-,  voted  by  E.  I. 

Tar,  63  :  mid  feathers,  294,  339. 

Tariff  Act,  400.  601,  5D8,  612,  51: 

Tarloton.Col.  Banastro,  467, 4ffi 

Tartnr,  H.  B.  M.  ship,  117 ;  K 
126, 126, 130, 184,  K7, 144,  M 
169, 161,  162, 168,  168, 188, 17 

Taunton,  IM,  168, 420. 

Tavern  iawi  108. 

Taxes  laid,  1,  4,  6,  11,14,16,1 


™b 

as 

tyot 

UiiE 

6, 

linen&],  do. 
Taxing  the  coloniee,  121,  242 

right  denied,  281,  282, 26 
Taylor,  OeoreB,  UB. 
Taylo:',  Wllllajii,  248. 
Tea,  289;  dnty  on,  276,  287, 

proposed,  £02,  327,  832  ; 

323-0:  excluded,  828, 33( 
Teffl,  John,  234. 
Tem,  Oliver,  364. 


■,  fir.  Samiiel,  149. 
Te'ni_oy,_Adm.  C.  L  d'A 


dealh,  41  . 

Tow,  Benedict,  Lt!,  897.      '       ' 

Tew,  Henry,  10, 37 ;  Dep.  Gov.,  54, 66. 

Tew,  Henry,  jr.,  393. 

Tew,  James,  jr., 196;  Lt.,  198,  204;  Capt,,  211, 

887;  Maj.,S8L 
Tew,  Thomas,  211;  Capt,,  343, 473, 
Tow,  William,  Cnpt.,  B87. 
Thames  River,  473. 
TiinnkB,  voles  of,  19B,  203,  288,  HUS,  323, 340, 867, 

337, 438, 43^  603. 
Thanksgiving  days,  II,  16,  222,  236,  240,  244-6, 

268-4,  28S,  382,  387,  411,  434, 450, 480, 438, 

603,  517,  629,  649, 567. 
Thayer,  Samuel,  203. 
TIjaysr,  Simeon,   Capl.,  848,  382;  MoJ.,  397, 

402, 409, 410, 478. 
Theatre,  232;  euppreseed,  23S. 
Thomas,  AlexanSer,  Lt.,  367,  882. 
Thomas,  Issiaii,  Hist,  of  Fi-inting  referred  to, 

Thomas,  Gen.  John,  862. 
Tiomae,  John,  383. 
Thompson.  Bov.  Charles,  299  n.,  3B7, 
Thompson,  Ebenei^l',  490, 
■mompson,  EHoB,  3M ;  Lt.,  43P. 
Thompson,  Thomas,  Capt.,  SBl. 
Thornton,  Sarauel,  Lt.,  234,  348. 
Throat  distemper,  UB, 
Thi-uon,  Billings,  Capt.,  869. 
Thursion,  Benjamin,  110. 
Thurston,  Edward,  S7. 


Tlconderwra,  2^1^,  22^,  34 
TUhnBhaai,  baniel,  347,  372 
Tilliaghast,  Qeoi™,  6r" 


398, 408, '405,408,^22, 480, 

B12,B16n. 
iOmpklHS,  Bamnel,  Capt.,  87 
Toanage  dues,  lOS,  144, 189,  2 
"^-inant,  Fr.  ship,  421, 423. 

lomy  Hill,  85^  364,  4K. 

Iham,  John,  Ospt,,  348,  S 

402 ;  CoL,  41^432, 438,  ii 


431, 448, 452, 458, 
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4Era,  472,  dSl,  18S,  603. 
Tones,  Ka».  Joseph,  1S4. 
ToBoau,  Joeepli  U,  S,,  502. 
ToDio,  Abiifam,  417. 
Tonro,  leasa,  44T. 
ToarCellot,  AbraHam,  US  :  Lt.,  3S3. 
Tower  Hill,  ^  389. 
ToHM,  levl,  Lt.,  34B ;  Capt.,  36i. 


141,  IdT,  hat.  m,  209,  218, 2116,  £03, 472. 
Townsand,  Solomon,  Jt.,  aSL 
I'omiBlieiid,  Cliailes,  2dB,  276,  276 ;  denth,  277, 

Tmde.'actB  ooncBrnlni,  29, 103,  212,  267,  S78, 

4m,  SIS,  ei9,-eee,  aae,  est  ;  amt.  of,  ss,  loe, 

130,  248,  aoo,  666,  668 1  pinn  of  State,  B24 1 

Ulegal,  172,  Si7,  236, 240,  30». 
Ti'adera,foreigiiresldenl),tabe  tas9d,4,  130. 
Traditions,  08. 
Traflsti,  Fhlllp,  Li.,  382,  39], 
TpiinHtotVena-.  cai 


Treosnrar,  Qen.,  ds,  ISO. 
Treasury  notes,  ST2. 
Treatj  of  UirecJit,  47 ;  A 

240-a,  414,  416  i  maim 

Trenton,  3eS,  304, 480, 468, 
TrevBlt,  John,  Lt.,  418, 62; 
Trevelt.  Vs.  Weedou,  )m. 
Trials,  legal,  7B,  184,  iiOB, 


Tribune,  Pror.,  oitad,  32. 

Trinity  OliBrob,  17,  37,  76,  82, 219, 232,  Z 

Tripp,  baleii,  Bli 
Tripp,  Othniel,  223. 

Tripp!  wmiamlLt.!  211. 

Tripp^a  Landing,  92. 

Trooua,  Br.,  eent  lo  Boaton,  261,  292,  3 

T.,SS8:  InR.I    

Trnmbnl),  Papa 


43b,' 


,  Papers  and 
17,  54,  170,  : 


imbnli,  Qen.  Joeeph,  362. 
xroste,  atatnteaf,63. 
Trron,Gov.,442. 

Tarner,  Dr.  PetEr,  897, 449, 473. 
Turner,  Coi.  Will/am,  47B. 
Tnrpln,  Wliiiflm,  116  a, 
Tnsliii,  Ees.  J.  P.,  Hlstl.  Dlscon 


United  States  ciironicl 
Updike,Danle!,  1S2,  IS 
Updike,  Dtiaie!,  6e9,  66 
Updike,  Wllfcliis,  "  Hi 


Vaoanoieein  Abb.,  how  filled,  60. 

vXy  Forge,  ill,  412, 415,  419, 420. 
Voinatton  of  gstatea,  204,  22B,  KM,  274,  21 


409|  412!  414,'  4Sl',  ^1. 437,'  4G9| 
M.  C,  464, 400, 470, 610, 620, 62 

idroi],  Got.  of  OanailK,  TO. 
■-' —  ■"— '-,  Lt,,  171 


VergejiiieB,  Coniitd 
VermontTlie,  400,  6 


■ae^. 


lel,  118. 


a,  129. 


Vesper,  u.  u.  ju..  aenr.,  auo. 

360, 409,  413,  ili,  419','^S,'483,  '434,  i 

Veto  i-OB-er,  104, 1&. 

Viall,  Samuel,  Lt.,  364^ 

Viae  Admiralty,  4, 14, 142  270,  373. 

Vioo-rovalty  oontemplflted,  2. 

Vigilanl,  Bi.  dUp-of^ai   


Bt  of,  again 


lel.  Gen. 


,60,  476. 


LB],  Gao.  Coimt  da,  400. 
per,  ti.  6.  M.  aMp,  303. 
rglnla,  187,  IBB,  2s6  n.,  !82, 267,  26 
SOO,  821, 324,  ±26,  S2S,  334,  366, 36 
440, 406,  487, 488, 471, 472, 473, 41 
607,  614,  617, 121,632,  646,  647. 
>lnntary  eyatem   in  religion  leg] 
trinmph  of,  87-8, 121. 
Voting,  fiftBduient,  67  ;  acts,  77, 78,  XI 
—  ,  228,230;  abaenteoe,  370,  SO! 
dnty,  899. 
jpuli,  Vox  Dei— motto,  267. 


j'alootl,  Benjiunln  s'  Lt.'  391. 
ifalea,  169,  !i8. 
talker.  Sir  Hovoiiden,  44. 
iTall,  Daniel,  Capt.,  204:  Maj., 

Coi.,  218. 
/■gil,  TVDiiara.Lt,  Coi.,  891, 
Waliooe,  Jsmea,  Er,  Com.,  342,  8 

LilaoB,  Jamee,  Cant.,  ?'-  ""• 
illnoe,  OBpt,,(»--  -'''" 


,  37s,  394, 
iied,  68; 


,___.,,  „jno^  Coi 

. .  alien,  Jonathan,  369 ;  Ca- 
Wnlpole,  Sir  Robert,  122, 1 
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13, '314,  3ie,  316,  324,  3411 

lioBi'ph  jr.,  208,  sail,  a 


4,72,161,241,11^;  Frenoh,  6,US~Tl,ieS- 
10 1  Fhlllp'a TefeFi'ed  to,  leo,  IBS,  183,^ 
64:  rovolution,  318-181;  Francofc  Sog., 
SO ;  epalii  b  Holland  with  Eug.,  467 ;  iJ- 


Word,  Riahard  60,  73,  141 ;  Dep.  Gov.,  126 ; 

Gov.,  126, 130,  ISa,  130  ;  death,  246. 
Ward.KlohardK.,  2S6  11. 
Word,  Samuel,  1B2,  206,  210,  228,  236,  246,1!., 

273,  2G1,  »i&  330,  372:  Gov.,  236,  23B,  256, 

2M,  2S3-6  ;  M,  O.,  386 :  d?ath,  370. 
Ward,  Samnd  «.,  OsDt.,  348,  3fi2 ;  Maj.,  SOB, 

4IiiLt,-Cot,43B,*73,621. 
Ward,  Thomas,  226,  sUc  n. 
Ward  and  HopHna  controverBj-,  192, 205,  200, 

22fl,  234-5,  239,  244,  266,  27S,  2S1,  373,  40^, 

■Wardwell,  John,  Lt.,  190. 
W^QTiicr.  EaakLel,  US,  IBL 
Wnmrv,  Jnhu,  (!apt.,  391. 

W!iJi(,'ii!  167,  jsa,  I'fe,  W'S,  248,  277, 300, 302,  330; 


Weatlieta,  Abel,  T-t.,  307. 
Webb,  Gen.  Daniel,  206,  a07,  !0 
Webb,Jamca,I,t.,3fi6l  Capt.,  ( 


War. 


Wan 


dS,Si 


i.  frigate 

Joeeph,  I 
ies,  lI,  2' 


I ;  death,  363. 


Warwick,  h,  IZ,  29, : 

120,  137, 139,  140,  . 

311,  3«e,  386,  M, 

vldfld,  136. 
Wasbln^fno,  George,  187, 138, 193, 216,  SliS,  361, 

364,  see,  SOD,  370,  ST2, 377, 3S3~S8,  386,  303.. 

S6,  403,  408, 411,  412,  414-16,  419, 120, 430- 

sa,  166-66,  167,  188,  471,  474, 476, 477,  473, 

481, 482,  497, 498,  600,  602,  603, 601,  621, 640 : 

Fi-es.,  663,664,  667,633. 
Waahlngfon,  war  sloop,  361;  fffw-asUey,  ^6, 

-- l3>?3  402 ;  Stunt,  417  ;  fbrt,  382, 3S7 ;  in 


J,  lH'308!3iln.,  dia,'s4 


WashnEonli 


B  H  Bhlp  30 
rers  125  114 
!ir,20 


Witsoo  Ekanoh.m  mora  of  347n 

Watson  Moses  382. 

WatBoii,  e.imuel,  Lt.,  218. 

WaihswB,  467. 

Wayne,  Gen.  Aiilbnny,  443, 472,  483. 


';:5.t"£^'"d^ 


t  09. 

W^tlSr^njnmln.W' 

21ioiiezer,387;  Lt.,397. 


57,366;  Gen.,  365,  368, 
8,400,430;  Dop.Gov., 

West,  60I.,  123. 
WeBt<H)tt,  Ephraim,  376. 
Wertcott,  Qrdcop,ODBt.,391,418. 
Wostoott,  Jahez,  Capt-iBSl. 
Westoott,  Jacob,  Lt,,  383. 
Westoott,  John,  431, 
Westeott,  Nathan,  391. 

WeBtoott^  Uriali,  Lt'.,'391. ' 

Westerly,  4,  12  13,  36,  4S',  65.*  79,  SO,  86  94,  87, 

West  Groenwiiih,  61, 136,  ]S8, 140, 177,  38S. 

Wost  IndisB,  19,  a,  SS,  69,  71,  73,  108, 123, 124, 
125,  130, 137,  l68,  170,  172,  194,  200,  227, 
228, 23B,  23^  24D,  241,  248, 326,  836,  342,  36B, 
446,  491, 472,  482,  4G9,  510. 

Weatmlnater,  patitiou  for  town  of,  301 ;  Lon- 
don, 185. 

West  Point,  433,  466, 406. 

Weetqunnofd  Purclm^e,  6. 

Weyboaset,  bridce,  IS,  146,  228,  232, 243,  647. 

Whaiton,Wiliian!|24,j6,  36;  flcftth,  46,' 66.  ' 

Whoaton,  Joseph,  LI,,  468. 

Wlieeler,  Bennett,  438,  606. 

Whigs,  41,  296,  373. 

Whlijplng,  67,  93,  322. 

Whipple,  Abrnliam,  Com.,  312, 313, 310,  S2n, 

41fl|  IItI  4    '       '       '    '       '  '    '  ' 
Whipple,  Ch 
WhipplB,  Jos 
Whipple,  Saniuei,  avi. 

Whlmla'Hnll  Sooiety,  i 
WblEeflold,  Rev,  Goorg. 
■While  Hsli,  (LDnfloti)  ] 

TOT,i.»'pi,.i„.  a8S,4;n  ■ 
W3,  204. 


Gov., 


liting;  John'  Capt.,  108, 196, 1 
Maj:,213;  Lt.-CQl.,22Si  Col., 


Wllbore,  lasao,  LI.,  20 
Wilbnr,  Daniel,  376. 
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